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• 2024  -  Nigeria 
Pres. Bola Tinubu sworn in 
seven new ministers to his 
cabinet. They are Nentawe 
Yilwatda (Humanitarian 
Affairs and Poverty Reduc-
tion); Muhammadu Ding-
yadi (Labour & Employ- 
ment); Bianca Odumegwu- 
Ojukwu (Foreign Affairs); 
Jumoke Oduwole (Indus-
try, Trade & Investment); Idi 
Maiha (Livestock Develop-
ment); Yusuf Ata (Housing 
& Urban Development) and 
Suwaiba Ahmad (Education) 
• 2015  -  Nigeria 
Ebola survivor and official 
of First Consultant Medical 
Centre, Lagos, Dr. Ada Igo-
noh, gave birth to a baby 
girl in the United States. 
• 2014 - Iraq 
Thousands commemora-
ted slaying of Prophet Mo-
hammad's grandson 
Hussein at battle of Kerbala 
in AD680 an event that de-
fines Shi'ite rift with Sunni 
Islam. At the ritual, Shi'ites 
beat their chests and gash 
their heads with swords to 
show their grief and echo 
the Imam's suffering. 
• 2008 -  USA 
The United States Presi-
dential race was called for 
Barack Obama at 11p.m. An 
hour later, Obama was on 
stage at Grant Park in 
Chicago, speaking to thou-
sands of supporters. 
Obama beat McCain 52 to 
46% in the popular vote 
and 365 to 173 in the elec-
toral college. He became 
the first person of biracial 
or African descent to be 
elected President of the 
United States of America. 
• 2005  -  S/Africa 
South Africa's ex-deputy 
president was indicted on 
corruption charge. Jacob 
Zuma, who had been seen 
as Pres. Thabo Mbeki's suc-
cessor, was fired in June 
after being implicated in 
the scandal involving his 
financial adviser and 
friend, Schabir Shaik. 
• 2005 -  Sri Lanka 
Victor Hettigoda, wealthy 
presidential candidate, 
said he will use his per-
sonal fortune to buy a cow 
for every home if he is elec-
ted in the Nov 17 elections. 
• 2004  - USA 
Elizabeth Edwards, wife of 
Democratic vice-presiden-
tial candidate, John Edwards 
was diagnosed with breast 
cancer the day her husband 
and Senator John Kerry 
conceded the presidential 
race to George W. Bush. 
• 2004  -  Nigeria 
A contingent of 50 Niger-
ian soldiers arrived in Dar-
fur, Sudan, the first of 
3,000 extra African Union 
troops deployed to moni-
tor a shaky cease-fire. 
• 1998 - South Africa 
The 3,500 page report of 
the Truth & Reconciliation 
Committee was handed 
over from Desmond Tutu 
to Pres. Mandela.  

TODAY IN HISTORYRANDOM FACTS

CROSS WORD PUZZLE

Change will not come if we 
wait for some other person 

or some other time. We  
are the ones we've been 
waiting for. We are the 
change that we seek. 

 
We are reminded that, in 

the fleeting time we have on 
this Earth, what matters is 

not wealth, or status, or 
power, or fame, but rather 

how well we have loved and 
what small part we have 

played in making the lives 
of other people better.                 

BARACK 
OBAMA 

 
The roots of education are 
bitter, but the fruit is sweet. 

ARISTOTLE  

‘‘
TODAY’S QUOTE

• ACROSS 
1. Sleeveless undergarment, (7). 
5. Call for help, (3). 
7. Chew, (3). 
8. Give help to somebody, (3). 
9. Male offspring, (3). 
10. Feel regret for, (3). 
11. Whirlpool bath, (3). 
12. Part of the ear, (7). 
16. Animal kept at home, (3). 
19. Stake, (3). 
21. LGA in Ekiti State, (7). 
25. Burnish, (3). 
26. Town in Ondo State, (3). 
27. 'Arm' in Edo language, (3). 
28. Corp. Affairs Commission, abbr.,  
29. The atmosphere we breathe, (3). 
30. Came across, (3). 
31. Ekiti State ex-Governor, (7). 

• DOWN 
1. Cover, (5). 
2. Lowest point, (5). 
3. Noose, (5). 
4. Nervous, (5). 
5. Flexible strip for binding, (5). 
6. Cloth used on bed, (5). 
13. The Egbaland, (3). 
14. Pound, abbr., (2). 
15. Large passenger vehicle, (3). 
17. Yoruba 'palm wine', (3). 
18. Depart, (2). 
19. Sweeping implement, (5). 
20. Care for, (5). 
21. Area in Abeokuta, (5). 
22. Cleverly escape, (5). 
23. Town in Nasarawa State, (5). 
24. Indicating 'dead body', (5). 
© Olulana Olukayode 
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”
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OUR GIRLS 
STILL 

MISSING

Check page 31 for solution to the puzzle

• Sophomaniac 
(noun): A person who 
believes they're a lot 
smarter than they ac-
tually are. 
• The chills you get 
when listening to 
music are caused by 
your brain releasing 
dopamine, a neuro-
transmitter that 
causes pleasure. 
•For those born on 
November 22, 1989, 
you have a special 
birthday in the year 
2033. Why? On 
11/22/33, you are turn-
ing 44. 
• Love Island, the 
British reality show is 
coming to Nigeria. It 
is the second version 
of the show in Africa, 
after Love Island 
South Africa. 

Panorama

Toluwanisings’ burial: Police broker peace between wife, father, others 
Police, Abimbola Olugbenga. 
  The intervention followed con-
cerns over allegations of con-
spiracy, defamation of 
character and conduct capable 
of causing a breach of the peace 
amid public exchanges over the 
singer’s death and burial.  The 
intervention, as made known in 
a statement by the Police Public 
Relations Officer, Ayanlade 
Olayinka, was necessitated by 
allegations of conspiracy, 

defamation of character and 
conduct likely to cause a 
breach of peace between the 
feuding parties in Ibadan on 
Tuesday. 
  The burial arrangement of 
Toluwanisings, who died on 
October 14  2026, has gener-
ated heated argument over a 
reported plan not to bury him 
in his house in Adegbayi in 
Egbeda Local Government 
Area. 

Dangote Refinery targets December listing as NGX market value eyes N230tr  
DANGOTE Petroleum Refin-

ery and Petrochemicals is 
targeting an early December 
listing on the Nigerian Ex-
change Limited (NGX), follow-
ing the closure of its N2.15 
trillion initial public offering 
(IPO), a development that 
could significantly increase the 
value of equities listed on the 
Exchange.  
  The refinery was preparing to 
officially list its shares on the 
NGX in early December, with 
the development potentially 
pushing the equities market 

capitalisation to N230 trillion.  
  The expected listing comes 
after the refinery closed its 
public offer on October 27, fol-
lowing an extension of the sub-
scription period from the 
initial October 13 deadline.  

  The offer involved 4.1 billion 
ordinary shares at N525 each, 
giving a potential gross capital 
raise of N2.1525 trillion if fully 
subscribed.  
  According to the revised offer 
timetable, registrars are ex-

pected to complete the colla-
tion of applications by Novem-
ber 3, while the proposed basis 
of allotment is scheduled to be 
submitted to the Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC) 
on November 10.  

NBS: Enugu records 
 lowest tax  
revenue-to-IGR ratio

Deputy Governor of Ogun State, Noimot Salako-Oyedele (left): wife of Ogun State Governor, Bamidele Abiodun; 
wife of All Progressives Congress (APC) governorship candidate of Ogun State, Temitope Adeola, and Deputy 
Governorship Candidate, APC, Ogun State, Kudirat Adegunwa-Balogun, during the Ogun State Political Women 
Stakeholders' Forum held at the Cultural Centre, Kuto, Abeokuta, yesterday.

ENUGU State recorded the 
lowest tax revenue-to-In-

ternally Generated Revenue 
(IGR) ratio in 2025, StatiSense 
has said, quoting figures 
from the National Bureau of 
Statistics (NBS). 
  According to statistics pub-
lished on StatiSense’s verified 
X handle, only N51.52 billion, 
or 12.67 per cent of the N406.7 
billion in IGR generated by 
Enugu State in 2025, came 
from tax revenues, while the 
rest came from non-tax rev-
enues. 
  Recall that the NBS had ear-
lier in the year rated Enugu 
State as number one in IGR 
growth among the 36 states 
and the FCT, coming only be-
hind Lagos and Rivers States, 
in that order. 
  However, in terms of the tax 
component of IGR, the state 
recorded the lowest tax-to-
IGR ratio, while Abia State led 
with 100 per cent of its N70.41 
billion IGR in 2025 coming 
from taxes. 
  Abia was followed by the 
FCT, which had 100 per cent 
of its N356.34 billion 2025 IGR 
coming from tax revenues. 
  Bayelsa (99.39 per cent), 
Rivers (96.72 per cent) and 
Sokoto (92.44 per cent) make 
up the top five tax-dependent 
states for IGR. 

@TopeTempler

 N17 trillion lost to abandoned projects, says FG
at the 8th annual induction 
and conference ceremony of 
the Chartered Institute of Proj-
ect Managers of Nigeria 
(CIPMN). 
  He said Nigeria’s recurring 
problem of abandoned and 
uncompleted projects had 
continued to tie down enor-
mous public resources that 
could otherwise have been in-
vested in infrastructure, in-
dustrial development, 
employment generation and 
social services. 
Meanwhile, CIPMN has devel-
oped a project management 

curriculum for Nigerian uni-
versities as part of efforts to 
address the country's aban-
doned projects, estimated by 
the institute at over N17 tril-
lion. 
  The Registrar-General and 
Chief Executive Officer of 
CIPMN, Henry Ifeanyi 
Mbadiwe, disclosed this at 
the institute's 8th annual in-
duction and conference cere-
mony, where the Federal 
Government also called for 
stronger professional stan-
dards and accountability in 
project execution. 

THE Federal Government has 
claimed that it lost an esti-

mated N17 trillion to aban-
doned projects. 
  The Minister of State for In-
dustry, Trade and Investment, 
John Owan Enoh, represented 
by the Permanent Secretary of 
the ministry, Dr Chris Osa 
Isokpunwu, described project 
management as indispensa-
ble to translating government 
policies and development 
strategies into tangible re-
sults. 
  The minister raised the alarm 

By Helen Oji 

THE Oyo State Police Com-
mand has brokered peace 

between the family and associ-
ates of late gospel singer, 
Olayemi Bolaji, popularly 
known as Toluwanisings, fol-
lowing disagreements over his 
burial arrangements. 
  The command said the parties 
signed a peace undertaking on 
Tuesday at its headquarters in 
Eleyele, Ibadan, after being in-
vited by the Commissioner of 

From John Akubo, Abuja
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By Isaac Chibuife and Abigail 
Ikhaghu

‘Weak manufacturing 
sector threatens $1tr 
economy ambition’

Nigeria’s foreign 
reserves record 
slowest monthly 
growth in 2026

NIGERIA’S foreign reserves 
increased by $295.35 mil-

lion in October, the weakest 
monthly growth recorded 
so far in 2026, as the pace of 
accumulation slowed con-
siderably after stronger gains 
in the preceding months. 
  Meanwhile, economist, Prof. 
Akpan Ekpo, has warned that 
Nigeria’s ambition to build a 
$1 trillion economy by 2030 
will remain a pipe dream 
without significant invest-
ment in manufacturing, cit-
ing the sector’s weak contri-
bution to economic output 
and exports. 
  Data from the Central Bank 
of Nigeria (CBN) showed that 
gross reserves rose from 
$54.93 billion at the end of 
September to $55.22 billion 
on October 30, extending the 
country’s reserve accumula-
tion trend despite the mod-
est addition. 
  The reserves opened October 
at $54.95 billion on October 
2 and maintained a gradual 
upward movement, reach-
ing approximately $55.26 bil-
lion on October 27 before de-
clining slightly to $55.22 bil-
lion at the end of the month. 
  October’s increase was con-
siderably below the gains 
recorded in previous 
months, highlighting a mod-
eration in the pace of reserve 
growth after a period of 
stronger accumulation. 

From Sodiq Omolaoye, Abuja

Police declare 
readiness for 
2027 election as 
Ezekwesili seeks 
voter register 
cleanup 

THE Inspector-General of Po-
lice (IGP), Olatunji Disu, has 

said the Nigeria Police Force 
(NPF) is ready for the success-
ful conduct of the 2027 general 
elections. 
   Disu gave this assurance in 
Abuja yesterday when a dele-
gation led by the Special Rep-
resentative of the Secretary-
General for West Africa and the 
Sahel paid him a courtesy vis-
it. 
   With the police readiness, 
former Vice President of the 
World Bank, Dr Obiageli Ezek-
wesili, called for the immedi-
ate constitution of an inde-
pendent Citizens’ Electoral 
Rescue Team to oversee the 
clean-up of the voter register 
and restore public confidence 
in the elections. 
  The IGP told the delegation, 
led by Dr Leonardo Simao, 
that the NPF had adequately 
been prepared for the elec-
tions. 
  “As I speak with you, we have 
embarked on the training of 
our officers and have updated 
their knowledge about the 
elections. We have taken note 
of peculiar issues that will be 
related to the 2027 general 
elections. 
  “Even though NPF is in charge 
of the internal security of the 
country and the elections, we 
know that we cannot do it 
alone. We can only succeed 
with the assistance of our sis-
ter security agencies. So, we 
have been having collabora-
tive meetings and trainings to-
gether,” he said. 
  Disu said the force had held a 
series of training sessions with 
personnel of the Army, Nigeria 
Security and Civil Defence 
Corps (NSCDC), Nigeria Cus-
toms Service (NCS), Nigeria 
Immigration Service (NIS) and 
the Department of State Ser-
vices (DSS) in preparation for 
the election. 

Lagos, Enugu, Bayelsa top BudgIT’s fiscal performance ranking
LAGOS State has emerged 

Nigeria’s most fiscally sus-
tainable state, while Cross Riv-
er ranked last among the 35 
states assessed in BudgIT’s 2026 
State of States report. 
   However, the World Bank, 
BudgIT Foundation and Ford 
Foundation faulted state gov-
ernments over their failure to 
translate increased revenue al-
locations into improved welfare 
and better public services. 
  In the 11th edition of the Budg-
IT report, launched yesterday 
under the theme ‘From Alloca-
tion to Impact: Rethinking State 
Spending Priorities’, the civic 
tech non-profit said Enugu and 
Bayelsa ranked second and 
third, respectively, while Delta 
and Kebbi completed the top 
five. 
 The organisation said Plateau, 
Kogi, Osun, and Ogun ranked 
34th, 33rd, 32nd and 31st, re-
spectively, as Lagos scored 66.97 
points, ahead of Enugu (65.45) 
and Bayelsa (64.3 points). 
  BudgIT said the assessment ex-
amined states’ ability to gen-
erate revenue, manage oper-

ating costs, invest in critical 
sectors, and control debt. 
  “The fiscal dividend of macroe-
conomic reform must be as-
sessed by its developmental 
consequences, not merely by 
the nominal growth of gov-
ernment receipts,” the organi-
sation said. 
  It pointed out that the assess-
ment was based on four pillars: 
revenue performance (40 per 
cent); fiscal viability (30 per 
cent), debt sustainability (15 
per cent), and spending on se-
lected critical sectors (15 per 
cent). 
  The report said the selected sec-
tors are agriculture, health, ed-
ucation, and water, sanitation, 
and hygiene (WASH). 
   BudgIT said Lagos retained 
the top position with internal-
ly generated revenue (IGR) of 
N1.71 trillion in 2025, up 35.67 
per cent from N1.25 trillion in 
2024. 
  The total revenue for the state 
increased by 19.26 per cent from 
N2.25 trillion in 2024 to N2.68 

trillion in 2025, according to 
the non-profit. 
  Enugu’s second-place position 
reportedly followed a 125.91 per 
cent increase in IGR to N407.76 
billion from N180.5 billion in 
2024. 
  However, BudgIT said non-tax 
receipts accounted for 90.79 
per cent of the absolute increase 
in the state’s IGR, raising ques-
tions about the sustainability of 
the revenue growth. 
  The report said Oyo and Gombe 
also recorded IGR growth of 
112.79 per cent and 111.28 per 
cent, respectively. 
  Jigawa, Katsina, Borno, Bauchi 
and Ebonyi were among the 
leading states in the report’s 
assessment on spending on se-
lected critical sectors. 

WORLD Bank, BudgIT Foun-
dation and Ford Founda-

tion said the growing fiscal re-
sources available to states, large-
ly driven by increased Federa-
tion Account Allocation Com-
mittee (FAAC) disbursements, 
had not resulted in commen-

surate improvements in health-
care, education, social protec-
tion and other critical sectors. 
  Speaking yesterday at the Abu-
ja launch of BudgIT’s 11th State 
of States Report, the World 
Bank’s Senior Country 
Economist, Ms Gloria Joseph-
Raji, said state governments 
must strengthen public finan-
cial management and ensure 
that increased revenues trans-
late into tangible development 
outcomes. 

NASS confirms 28 states’ nod to State Police Bill, begins transmission process 
From Azimazi Momoh Jimoh, John 
Akubo and Joel Oladele, Abuja  CDS urges enhanced inter-service synergy against insecurity, civilian support, intel sharing

THE National Assembly has 
confirmed that 28 Houses 

of Assembly have approved 
the Constitution amendment 
bill seeking to establish State 
Police Services. 
   This paves the way for the 
bill’s transmission to Presi-
dent Bola Tinubu for assent. 
   In a statement yesterday, 
the Office of the Clerk to the 
National Assembly disclosed 
that the number of approvals 
exceeded the constitutional-
ly prescribed threshold of 24 

states, representing not less 
than two-thirds of the 36 
Houses of Assembly. 
  The development marks a sig-
nificant step towards estab-
lishing state police in Nigeria, 
following years of debate over 
the need to decentralise the 
country’s policing structure to 
address growing security chal-
lenges. 
   However, the Chief of De-
fence Staff (CDS), Gen. Olufemi 
Oluyede, emphasised the crit-
ical importance of robust in-
ter-service collaboration and 
strategic synergy across all 
branches of the Armed Forces 
to counter evolving national 
security threats. 
  According to the statement 
signed by the Clerk, Kamoru 
Ogunlana, the office received 
and verified reports from 28 

state legislatures confirming 
their approval of the Consti-
tution of the Federal Repub-
lic of Nigeria, 1999 (Sixth Al-
teration) Bill. 
  The bill, which seeks to pro-
vide for the establishment of 
State Police Services and re-
lated matters, was transmit-
ted to the 36 Houses of As-
sembly on September 16, 
2026, for consideration and 
approval. The state legisla-
tures were requested to com-
municate their decisions to 
the National Assembly with-
in 30 days, with the stipulat-
ed period expiring on Octo-
ber 15. 
  Meanwhile, the Clerk said his 
office would continue to re-
ceive reports from state as-
semblies until the bill was 
transmitted for presidential 

assent. 
  He explained that the 28 ap-
provals satisfied the require-
ment under Section 9 of the 
1999 Constitution, which stip-
ulates that a constitutional al-
teration must be approved 
by not less than two-thirds of 
all Houses of Assembly. 
  The statement added that the 
Office of the Clerk had un-
dertaken the necessary ad-
ministrative verification of 
the reports and accompany-
ing Votes and Proceedings to 
establish their authenticity 
and ensure that the records 
accurately reflected the de-
cisions of the respective leg-
islatures. 
  Ogunlana also clarified that 
Section 9 of the Constitution 
did not expressly prescribe a 
Third Reading for a Constitu-

Minister of Petroleum and Mineral Resources, Arab Republic of Egypt, Karim Badawi (left); Group Vice President, Oil & Gas and Fertiliser, Dangote Industries 
Limited, Devakumar Edwin; Minister of Investment and Foreign Trade of Egypt, Dr Mohamed Farid; President, Dangote Industries Limited, Aliko Dangote; Vice 
Chairman of Investment Authority, Egypt, Walid Anwar; Group Executive Director, Oil & Gas and Fertiliser, Dangote Industries Limited, Fatima Aliko Dangote dur-
ing the visit of Senior Government Delegation from Egypt to Dangote Petroleum Refinery & Petrochemicals and Fertiliser, in Lagos, on Monday.

• World Bank, others fault states’ failure to use revenue windfall judiciously 
• Reveal FAAC transfers accounted for 73% of states’ revenues

From Terhemba Daka, Abuja
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tion Alteration Bill, unlike the 
procedure applicable to or-
dinary bills. 
  He said, having secured the 
required number of state ap-
provals, the National Assem-
bly was undertaking the nec-
essary administrative pro-
cesses to facilitate the trans-
mission of the bill to President 
Tinubu for assent. 
  The process, he noted, would 
be carried out in accordance 
with the Acts Authentication 
Act, CAP A2 (LFN) 2004. 
  The National Assembly com-
mended the state legislatures 
for their cooperation and re-
sponse in considering the pro-
posed constitutional amend-
ment. 
   It described the develop-
ment as an important step 
in ongoing efforts to strength-

en Nigeria’s security archi-
tecture and deepen the coun-
try’s federal system. 
  The establishment of state po-
lice has remained a major 
subject of national debate, 
particularly amid persistent 
security challenges, includ-
ing banditry, kidnapping, ter-
rorism and communal vio-
lence. 
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Senate threatens review of China’s BASA deal amid illegal mining concerns
SENATE has threatened to 

review Nigeria’s air service 
agreement with China unless 
Nigerian airlines are granted 
reciprocal rights to operate 
direct flights between both 
countries, escalating pressure 
on the Federal Government 
to confront what lawmakers 
consider an imbalance in bi-
lateral aviation relations. 
  The warning followed a mo-
tion sponsored by Senate 
Whip, Mohammed Tahir 
Monguno, representing Borno 
North, and seconded by Sen-
ator Abdul Ahmed Ningi of 
Bauchi Central. 

  The lawmakers argued that 
Nigeria should no longer ac-
cept an arrangement that al-
lowed foreign carriers to enjoy 
access to its aviation market 
without ensuring comparable 
opportunities for Nigerian air-
lines. 
  The Senate consequently 
urged the Federal Government 
to renegotiate the Bilateral Air 
Service Agreement (BASA) with 
China, insisting that reciprocity 
must become a central con-
dition of the deal. 
  Monguno said the growing 
economic relationship be-
tween Nigeria and China made 
the issue too important to ig-
nore. 

  He cited bilateral trade esti-
mated at $18 billion in the first 
half of 2025, representing a 
25 per cent increase over the 
corresponding period, while 
total trade in 2024 stood at 
about $28 billion. 
  He also pointed to the large 
Nigerian community in China 
and the substantial number 
of Chinese nationals living in 
Nigeria as reasons for expand-
ing direct air connectivity. 
  According to figures presented 
during the debate, more than 
100,000 Nigerians live in Chi-
na, while over 500,000 Chinese 
nationals reside in Nigeria. 
  Despite these extensive com-
mercial and people-to-people 

Correctional Service assures Reps of inmates’ safety amid Ebola scare

THE Nigerian Correctional 
Service (NCoS) has assured 

the House of Representatives 
of measures to protect inmates 
and personnel against possible 
Ebola transmission in custodial 
centres nationwide. 
  The Controller-General of Cor-
rections, Sylvester Nwakuche, 
gave the assurance yesterday 
at a public hearing on the 
Ebola outbreak in Nigeria, or-
ganised by the joint House 
Committees on Infectious Dis-
eases, Healthcare Services, Avi-
ation and Interior in Abuja. 
  Nwakuche said the Service 
was strengthening disease sur-
veillance, infection prevention 
and emergency response meas-
ures to prevent an outbreak 
in correctional facilities. 

  He identified overcrowding, 
shared facilities and frequent 
human interactions as factors 
that could complicate disease 
containment in custodial cen-
tres. 
  He said the Service was pri-
oritising early detection of sus-
pected cases, health screening, 
provision of personal protec-
tive equipment and designated 
isolation spaces in collabora-
tion with public health au-
thorities. 
  The controller-general, how-
ever, identified inadequate 
funding, medical infrastruc-
ture and protective equipment 
as major requirements for ef-
fective preparedness. 
  He called on the Federal Gov-
ernment to include the Service 

in publicly funded health emer-
gency response programmes, 
noting that custodial centres 
required protective equipment, 
disinfectants, screening devices, 
ambulances and improved 
medical facilities. 
  Nwakuche also stressed the 
need for regular training of 
correctional officers and health-
care workers to identify sus-
pected cases, use protective 
equipment and respond to 
emergencies. 
  In his remarks, Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, 
Tajudeen Abbas, called for sus-
tained vigilance against Ebola, 
despite the evacuation of the 
confirmed imported case and 
the absence of established on-
ward transmission. 

ties, Monguno said Nigerian 
travellers often have to pass 
through other countries, in-
cluding Morocco, the United 
Arab Emirates, Ethiopia and 
the United Kingdom, to reach 
China. 
  The arrangement, lawmakers 
argued, adds time and cost to 
journeys while limiting the 
opportunities available to Niger-
ian aviation operators. 
  Monguno called for coordi-
nated action by the relevant 
ministries and aviation regu-
lators to secure improved access 
for Nigerian carriers. 
  Air Peace, United Nigeria Air-
lines, Azman Air and Ibom Air 
were mentioned during the 

debate as potential Nigerian 
operators, subject to regulatory 
approvals, operational capacity 
and commercial arrange-
ments. 
THE debate took a sharper 
turn when Ningi raised con-
cerns about the conduct of 
some Chinese mining opera-
tors in Nigeria. 
The senator alleged that certain 
mining activities in Bauchi 
State and other parts of the 
country might be operating 
in violation of Nigerian laws. 
  He also expressed concern 
that raw minerals were al-
legedly being exported without 
adequate local processing, po-
tentially denying Nigeria jobs, 

MINISTERS from Nigeria 
and four other West 

African countries have en-
dorsed an initial set of sections 
of the proposed Abidjan–Lagos 
Corridor Highway for pro-
gression towards construc-
tion, while calling for coor-
dinated efforts to secure the 
funding and land required 
to advance the project. 
  The decision was taken at a 
meeting of the Ministerial 
Steering Committee of the 
Abidjan–Lagos Corridor High-
way Development Project in 
Lomé, Togo. The meeting 
brought together ministers, 
engineers, senior officials and 
development partners from 
Nigeria, Ghana, Togo, Benin 

and Côte d’Ivoire. 
 The proposed six-lane high-
way is intended to link the 
five countries along the coastal 
corridor, with the project ex-
pected to improve regional 
transport connectivity and 
facilitate trade and movement 
across their borders. 
  Chairman of the Steering 
Committee and Minister of 
Public Works of Nigeria, David 
Nweze Umahi, stressed the 
need for the five participating 
countries to coordinate their 
efforts to move the project 
into its next phase. 
  Ministers from Ghana, Togo, 
Côte d’Ivoire and Benin also 
reaffirmed their commitment 
to advancing the highway to-

wards construction, while 
urging the Abidjan-Lagos Cor-
ridor Management Authority 
(ALCoMA), the Economic Com-
munity of West African States 
(ECOWAS), the African Devel-
opment Bank and other stake-
holders to support efforts to 
mobilise the required re-
sources. 
  A major challenge identified 
at the meeting is the need to 
secure funding for right-of-
way acquisition, as well as 
debt and equity contributions 
required for construction. 

MEANWHILE, the Interna-
tional Organisation for 

Migration (IOM) and the Eco-
nomic Community of West 
African States (ECOWAS) have 

agreed to strengthen coop-
eration on migration man-
agement, including free move-
ment, labour mobility, cli-
mate-related displacement 
and the reintegration of re-
turning migrants. 
  The commitment followed 
a working visit by the IOM 
Regional Director for West 
and Central Africa, Sylvia 
Ekra, to the ECOWAS Com-
mission headquarters in Abu-
ja. 
  The discussions also covered 
migration governance and 
ways to align the partnership 
more closely with the prior-
ities of member states, ac-
cording to a statement issued 
by the regional bloc. 

Work may commence on Abidjan–Lagos highway as ministers endorse initial sections

industrial development and 
greater economic value. 
  The allegations were raised 
during the Senate debate and 
were not independently es-
tablished in the proceedings. 
  At the end of the debate, the 
Senate adopted the motion 
and urged the Ministry of Avi-
ation to pursue a renegotiation 
of the agreement, with par-
ticular attention to commer-
cial terms, operational sched-
ules and reciprocal access for 
Nigerian airlines. 
  It also urged the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs to engage its 
Chinese counterpart on im-
proved business visa facilita-
tion and reciprocal flight slots. 

NPA declares 25%  
increase in non-oil  
exports in two years 

CYBERATTACKS are escalating 
worldwide, with hackers 

intensifying their activities and 
breaching systems at an alarm-
ing pace. 
  Latest data from a cybersecurity 
company, Surfshark, released 
yesterday, revealed that global 
breaches in Q3 2026 grew by 
13.2 per cent compared to Q2, 
reaching 121.8 million compro-
mised accounts between July 
and September. 
  While the U.S. continues to 
lead overall numbers with 38.1 
million leaked accounts, other 
countries experienced signifi-
cant and dramatic shifts during 
this period. 
  Most notably, the UK has seen 
a sharp rise in compromised 
accounts, doubling its quarterly 
count to 5.8 million, a 121.6 per 
cent surge that made it the 
most affected nation in Europe. 
At the same time, Ukraine 
surged to sixth place globally 
from 47th, with 2.6 million ac-
counts breached in just three 
months, underscoring inten-
sified cyber pressure and on-
going digital threats in the re-
gion. 

NIGERIA has recorded over 
25 per cent increase in non-

oil exports in the last two years 
following the Federal Govern-
ment’s policies, the Nigerian 
Ports Authority (NPA) has stated.  
  The Managing Director, NPA, 
Dr Abubarkar Dantsoho, stated 
this while speaking at the on-
going Annual World Ports Con-
ference in London, organised 
by the International Association 
of Ports and Harbours (IAPH). 
  According to him, Nigeria’s 
population gives it immense 
advantage among its peers in 
West and Central Africa, adding 
that recent reforms have also 
massively increased cargo 
throughputs. 
  He said the NPA has everything 
in place to sustain the growth 
in exports, adding that it was 
the reason it set up the Export 
Processing Terminal. 
  He said Nigeria was better 
placed today to take advantage 
of the African Continental Free 
Trade Agreement (AFCTA) as a 
result of the reforms of the 
present administration. 
  The NPA boss revealed that as 
a result of the reforms, revenue 
from ports across Nigeria has 
quadrupled. 

From Joel Oladele, Abuja

Chairman, Senate Committee on Army, Abdulaziz Yar’Adua (left);  Chairman, Senate Committee on Banking, Insurance and other Financial Institutions,  
Adetokunbo Abiru; Senate President,  Godswill Akpabio; Senate Leader,  Opeyemi Bamidele, and Minority Leader of the Senate, Abba Moro after considering a 
motion on the need to renegotiate the commercial terms and operational schedules of the existing the Nigeria-China Bilateral Air Service Agreement at the 
Senate Chamber, National Assembly Complex, Abuja, yesterday.

From John Akubo, Abuja

NIGERIAN National Petrole-
um Company Limited 

(NNPC) is considering selling 
between five and 10 per cent 
of its equity through a proposed 
initial public offering (IPO), as 
the company moves towards 
opening its ownership to pri-
vate investors and strengthen-
ing corporate transparency.  
  The Group Chief Executive Of-
ficer of NNPC, Bashir Bayo Oju-
lari, disclosed this in an inter-
view with Reuters, stating the 
proposed offering would focus 
mainly on Nigeria’s domestic 
capital market, although the 
company could also consider 
secondary listings in London 
or New York.  
  Ojulari said NNPC could spend 
the whole of 2027 preparing 
for the proposed IPO, indicating 
that the exercise would be driv-
en primarily by the need to 
improve corporate governance, 
transparency and accountabil-
ity rather than raising addi-
tional funds.  
 
 

Global data breaches 
jump 13% in Q3 2026, 
Ukraine leads surge
• Nigeria ranks 56th as 
breaches rise by 6% in Q3

NNPC considers  
5-10% stake sale in 
proposed IPO 
• Plans domestic listing,  
eyes London, New York  
secondary markets 

• Reps summon CBN gov over alleged pension irregularities

By Oludare Richards 

By Adaku Onyenucheya

MEANWHILE. the House of 
Representatives has sum-

moned the Governor of the 
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN), 
Olayemi Cardoso, to explain 
alleged breaches of pension 
agreements and unpaid re-
tirement benefits owed to for-
mer employees of the apex 
bank. 
  The House took the decision 
yesterday after adopting a 
motion sponsored by Hus-
saini Jallo, who represents 
Igabi Federal Constituency, 
Kaduna State. 
  The motion raised concerns 
over alleged violations of ap-
proved pension agreements, 
failure to implement the 
harmonisation policy and 
the exclusion of some re-
tirees from general pension 
increases. 

NIGERIANS in Diaspora Com-
mission (NiDCOM) has op-

posed a directive by the Central 
Bank of The Gambia ordering 
banks to sack non-Gambian 
workers, a move that could af-
fect 57 Nigerians. 
  NiDCOM Chairman and Chief 
Executive Officer, Abike Dabiri-
Erewa, described the directive 
issued on September 16 as wor-
rying, saying it threatens the 
jobs of 57 Nigerian professionals 
working in the country. 
  In a statement yesterday, NiD-
COM spokesperson Abdur-Rah-
man Balogun said the Central 
Bank of The Gambia gave banks 
until December 31, 2026, to re-
place all foreign workers with 
Gambians. 
  The affected Nigerians work 
in four Nigerian-owned banks 
and have valid residence and 
work permits, according to the 
commission. 
  NiDCOM explained that the 
four banks play an important 
role in The Gambia’s economy. 
They control 37.2 per cent of 
the country’s total bank de-
posits, valued at 35.3 billion 
Gambian dalasis, and 32.6 per 
cent of loans worth 7.67 billion 
dalasis.  

NiDCOM protests  
Gambia’s move to sack 
57 Nigerian bank workers

• IOM, ECOWAS deepen talks on free movement, regional migration

By Adeyemi Adepetun

By Helen Oji 
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Former Minister of Power, Adebayo Adelabu (left); Lagos State Governor, Babajide Sanwo-Olu, and Chairman 
of Lagos State All Progressives  Congress  (APC), Cornelius Ojelabi, during a stakeholders’ engagement by the 
Presidential Campaign Council (PCC) in Lagos, yesterday.
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THE Nigeria Customs 
Service (NCS), Federal 

Operations Unit (FOU), Zone 
‘A’, has intensified anti-smug-
gling operations ahead of 
the 2027 general elections, 
intercepting 3.4 tonnes of 
cannabis and 23,220 pieces of 
new machetes among pro-
hibited goods valued at N6.19 
billion. 
  The Acting Comptroller of 
the Unit, Oladapo Afeni, dis-
closed this yesterday in Ikeja, 
Lagos, during his maiden 
media briefing, where he 
said the seizures were 
recorded within four weeks 
of intensified enforcement 
operations. 
  Afeni said the operation was 
aimed at preventing the cir-

culation of prohibited goods, 
protecting the national econ-
omy and curbing the move-
ment of items that could 
threaten public safety and 
security, particularly as the 
country prepares for the 2027 
general elections. 
  According to him, the unit 
intercepted 195 smuggling 
attempts involving prohibit-
ed and restricted items with a 
total Duty Paid Value (DPV) of 
N6,194,695,947.05. 
  The seized items included 
5,986 parcels of cannabis 
weighing 3,407.83 kilo-
grammes, 23,220 pieces of 
new machetes, 1,250 car-
tridges of Red Star 12-calibre 
ammunition, 400 grammes 

of cocaine, 100 grammes of 
methamphetamine and 
eight live pangolins. 
  Other seizures comprised 21 
foreign-used vehicles, 3,028 
bags of 50kg imported rice, 
6,949 cartons of spaghetti, 173 
cartons of imported frozen 
poultry products, 1,236 used 
tyres, 459 bales and 39 jumbo 
sacks of second-hand cloth-
ing, and 8,025 litres of 
Premium Motor Spirit (PMS). 
  The unit also intercepted 57 
cartons, 37 packs and six 
pieces of codeine syrup, 250 
cartons of Lotus sardines 
without NAFDAC registration 
numbers, 101 bags of import-
ed sugar, eight bags of pow-
dered milk, 12 bags of grain 

oat products, 20 cartons of 
couscous and a 40-foot con-
tainer carrying 2,760 office 
chairs in completely 
knocked-down form. 
  Afeni said the interception 
of the machetes was partic-
ularly significant given the 
approaching elections, 
warning that the items 
could be diverted for crimi-
nal activities. 
  He said: “The 23,220 pieces 
of new machetes being 
smuggled into the country 
without requisite certifi-
cates and permits could eas-
ily be deployed towards dis-
rupting peaceful elections 
in a couple of months. 

2027 Election: Customs intensifies anti-smuggling operations

THE Lagos State 
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e 

Maintenance and Regulatory 
Agency (LASIMRA) has issued 
an urgent directive to Internet 
Service Providers (ISPs) oper-
ating within key parts of the 
state, mandating immediate 
cleanup and sanitisation of 
their telecommunications 
infrastructure. 
  The notice, signed by the 
agency's General Manager, 
Oyekanmi Elegushi, was 
released on November 2, 
2026, and sets a strict deadline 
ahead of enforcement opera-
tions scheduled to begin on 
Monday, November 9, 2026. 
   According to LASIMRA, the 
affected areas include Ilasan 
and Ikate in Lekki, Allen 
Avenue in Ikeja, and the 
Customs Office vicinity, off 
Toyin Street, Ikeja. The agency 
emphasised that ISPs must 
ensure their network infra-
structure, particularly cables 
and associated installations, 
are properly arranged, 
secured, and cleared of 
obstructions or environmen-
tal hazards. 
 The agency said that its 
enforcement teams would 
commence operations in the 
listed areas immediately after 
the deadline, and warned that 
service providers who fail to 
comply risk sanctions. 

LASIMRA issues ultimatum 
to ISPs over infrastructure 
cleanup in Lagos

THE Nigerian Bar 
Association (NBA), Akure 

branch, has expressed con-
cerns over the handling of 
remand proceedings in Ondo 
State, alleging that judicial 
officers may be compromis-
ing personal liberty due to 
what it described as fears of 
administrative reprisal. 
  According to the branch, in a 
communiqué issued at the 
end of its monthly general 
meeting, applications for 
remand are not always sub-
jected to adequate scrutiny. 
  The NBA Akure branch, in the 
communiqué signed by its 
Chairman, Oju Kekemeke, 
and Secretary, Oluwanike 
Omotayo, described the situa-
tion as a threat to the safe-
guards contemplated by the 
Administration of Criminal 
Justice Law of Ondo State, 
2015. 
  The Association emphasised 
that decisions affecting per-
sonal liberty must be guided 
strictly by the applicable law 
and the materials placed 
before the court, rather than 
by fear of administrative dis-
pleasure. 
  It, therefore, resolved to 
engage the leadership of the 
judiciary to address the con-
cerns. 

NBA raises alarm over 
remand proceedings,  
e-filing deficiencies in Ondo

POLITICAL leaders and 
stakeholders of the All 

Progressives Congress (APC) 
across the South-West, under 
the aegis of South-West 
Stakeholders’ Council, have 
resolved to rally behind 
President Bola Tinubu's re-
election bid in 2027, despite 
internal disagreements with-
in the party. 
  They, however, committed to 
reconcile aggrieved members 
and intensify grassroots 
mobilisation ahead of the 
general elections. 
  The resolution followed a 

meeting of South-West APC 
stakeholders in Lagos yester-
day, where leaders from the 
six states of the region 
reviewed the performance of 
the Tinubu-led administra-
tion, discussed the party's 
electoral prospects and 
agreed on strategies to 
strengthen its structures 
ahead of the next general 
elections. 
  Former Governor of Ondo 
State, Dr Olusegun Mimiko, 
who read the communique 
issued at the end of the meet-
ing, said the stakeholders had 
agreed to put aside their 

political differences and 
work towards securing 
another presidential term 
for Tinubu. 
  Those present included for-
mer Lagos State Governor, 
Babatunde Raji Fashola; 
Governor Babajide Sanwo-
Olu, his deputy and APC gov-
ernorship candidate, Dr 
Obafemi Hamzat; former 
Ekiti State Governor, Niyi 
Adebayo; former Senator 
Gbenga Ashafa, Lagos APC 
Chairman, Cornelius Ojelabi, 
and Secretary of the council, 
Senator Fatai Buhari, among 
other party leaders and 

stakeholders. 
  Mimiko said the meeting 
provided an opportunity for 
representatives of different 
political tendencies within 
the party to assess the admin-
istration's policies, acknowl-
edge its challenges and agree 
on a common position ahead 
of 2027. 
  He said the stakeholders 
were satisfied with the direc-
tion of the Tinubu adminis-
tration and believed that its 
ongoing programmes 
offered prospects for a better 
future, despite the difficulties 
Nigerians were experiencing. 

S’West APC leaders close ranks, endorse Tinubu’s re-election

FRESH divisions have 
emerged within the Osun 

State chapter of the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) 
over the composition of the 
state's Presidential Campaign 
Council (PCC), following the 
emergence of a new cam-
paign structure headed by the 
party's governorship candi-
date in the last election, Bola 
Oyebamiji. 
  Some members of the Osun 
State Executive Committee 
have rejected the newly 
released PCC list, questioning 
Oyebamiji's appointment as 
Director-General and that of 
the state APC chairman, 
Tajudeen Lawal, as Deputy 

Director-General. 
  The aggrieved party officials 
said that the new arrange-
ment appeared to create a 
parallel campaign structure, 
despite an earlier presiden-
tial directive reportedly nam-
ing Governor Ademola 
Adeleke as Director-General 
of the Presidential Campaign 
Council in Osun State. 
  According to them, Adeleke 
had subsequently inaugurat-
ed a broad-based campaign 
team to coordinate President 
Bola Tinubu's re-election 
campaign across the state, 
making the emergence of 

another structure without ade-
quate clarification a potential 
source of confusion and inter-
nal friction. 
  In an official rejoinder titled, 
“Official Rejoinder and 
Rejection of the Osun State 
Presidential Campaign 
Council (PCC) List,” the offi-
cials, in a statement signed by 
the State Publicity Secretary, 
Wole Adunola; Welfare Officer, 
Adesola Ayangbile; Assistant 
Organising Secretary, Rasheed 
Adeniji; and Ex-Officio mem-
ber, Abiola Ololade, declared 
their rejection of the newly 
published list in its present 

form. 
  They expressed dissatisfac-
tion with what they 
described as the failure of the 
composition to reflect estab-
lished party guidelines, due 
process and the principle of 
inclusiveness expected in 
constituting a statewide cam-
paign structure. 
  Of particular concern to the 
officials was the alleged exclu-
sion of members of the State 
Working Committee, who, 
according to them, should be 
statutory members of the 
council under the applicable 
party’s guidelines. 
  They maintained that 
excluding recognised party 
officials raised serious ques-
tions about consultation, due 
process and respect for the 
established leadership struc-
ture of the APC in the state. 
  The signatories, who also 
questioned the rationale 
behind the emergence of the 
new arrangement without 
adequate clarification on its 
relationship with the cam-
paign team earlier inaugurat-
ed by Adeleke, however, sug-
gested that the controversy 
might be resolved if the 
newly released list was 
intended to serve as a 
Parliamentary Campaign 
Council rather than the 
Presidential Campaign 
Council. 

2027: Osun APC divided over PCC composition list
From Adamu Abuh, Abuja

Deep seaport, LNG project 
trigger investors’ interest in 
Ogun, says Abiodun

By Adeyemi Adepetun

From Joel Oladele (Abuja) and 
Adewale Momoh (Akure) OGUN State Governor, 

Dapo Abiodun, has said 
that the planned $7 billion 
Gateway Deep Seaport and 
the proposed $10 billion Ogun 
Liquefied Natural Gas (Ogun 
LNG) project are attracting 
fresh waves of investors to the 
state, positioning it for a new 
phase of industrial expansion 
and economic growth. 
  The governor said the strate-
gic investments, alongside 
the proposed Ogun Blue 
Marine and Special Economic 
Zone and the Lagos-Calabar 
Coastal Highway being con-
structed by the Federal 
Government, were opening 
up unprecedented economic 
opportunities and generating 
growing interest among local 
and international investors. 
  Abiodun made this known 
yesterday in Ijebu-Ode during 
the town hall meeting on the 
2027–2029 Medium-Term 
Expenditure Framework 
(MTEF) and the 2027 Budget, 
organised by the Ministry of 
Budget and Planning. 
  He described the planned 
deep seaport as a defining 
legacy project of his adminis-
tration, noting that the agree-
ments recently signed in Paris 
with DP World would attract 
approximately $7 billion in 
private-sector investment 
into Ogun State. 

By Seye Olumide

From Azeez Olorunlomeru, 
Abeokuta 

MANY indigenes of Ogun 
State have renewed their 

resolve to protect their her-
itage and ensure that the 
'Ogun for Ogun' mandate of 
prominent stakeholders in 
the state is actualised in the 
2027 governorship election in 
the state. 
  They pledged in their sepa-
rate remarks at the ward-to-
ward campaign tours 
embarked upon by the gover-
norship candidate of the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP), Oladipupo Adebutu 
and his running mate, Yemi 
Sowunmi-Kolapo, declaring 
their support for the candi-
dates ahead of the polls. 
   The stakeholders urged 
Adebutu to fix their 
deplorable roads and assist 
farmers with seedlings and 
modern agricultural equip-
ment to enable them to pro-
duce food in large quantities 
for the state. 
 

2027: Indigenes vow to 
defend '’Ogun for Ogun’ 
mandate as Adebutu, 
deputy tour wards

From Segun Ayinde, Abeokuta 

• Groans over network failures,  
bottlenecks, mandatory hard copies 
• Seeks judiciary intervention 
• PPDC cautions against AI-driven 
decisions in justice system

Intercepts 3.4 tonnes of cannabis, 23,220 machetes

• Backtracks, renames ‘parallel’ list as parliamentary campaign committee 
• Chieftains fault exclusion of state working committee members • Seeks stakeholders’ input for 

2027 budget 
• Promises completion of projects, 
policy continuity

• Ogun PDP, APC trade words over 
Adebutu's omission on INEC's list  
• Omission won't stop my 2027 bid, 
says guber candidate 
• Accuses APC of attempt to stifle 
opposition parties  
• Accusation on name's omission 
cheap propaganda, says APC 
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2027 poll: Opposition decry shrinking campaign space, threaten boycott
• AAC demands safety guarantees for opposition candidates, supporters 
• ADC accuses Sokoto govt of sealing campaign office 
• Party alleges hotels evicted delegates during campaign flag-off 
• Opposition turns to town halls, street rallies, social media campaigns 
• Parties cite attacks, arrests, intimidation across six Southern states 
• Rivers ADC, ZLP vow to challenge APC despite alleged intimidation

From Leo Sobechi (Abuja), Seye 
Olumide (Lagos) and Ann Godwin 
(Port Harcourt) 
 

OPPOSITION political parties 
have raised concerns over 

growing restrictions on 
campaign activities, alleged 
intimidation and political 
violence ahead of the 2027 
general elections, with the 
African Action Congress (AAC) 
urging opposition forces to 
consider a collective boycott if 
the Federal Government and 
security agencies fail to 
guarantee their safety. 
   The concerns reflect a wider 
pattern of reported political 
violence, harassment, attacks 
on party members and 
restrictions on campaign 
activities across several states, 
including Oyo, Ekiti, Osun, 
Lagos, Ogun, Ondo and Sokoto.  
   While opposition parties are 
devising alternative strategies 
to reach voters, the ADC has 
cited its experience in Sokoto, 
where it accused the state 
government of frustrating its 
political activities through 
alleged restrictions on 
delegates’ accommodation 
and the sealing of one of its 
campaign offices. 
   Political parties, including the 
African Democratic Congress 
(ADC), Nigeria Democratic 
Congress (NDC), Allied Peoples 
Movement and Zenith Labour 
Party (ZLP), resolved to 
confront the ruling All 
Progressives Congress (APC) 
despite what they described as 
shrinking campaign spaces. 
   In a bid to overcome 
restrictions allegedly imposed 
by ruling parties, opposition 
groups are adopting 
alternative strategies, 
including town hall meetings, 
street processions and social 
media livestreams, to engage 
voters and communicate their 

political programmes. 
   The parties have also raised 
concerns over the high costs of 
political advertising and 
campaign publicity in some 
states, alleging that incumbent 
administrations are imposing 
prohibitive charges on 
campaign billboards, 
handbills and other 
communication materials. 
   In the Federal Capital 
Territory (FCT), political parties 
seeking to display campaign 
billboards are reportedly 
expected to pay as much as 

N750 million to the 
administration, while similar 
charges apply in some states, 
including Abia, Anambra and 
Ebonyi. 
   The NDC presidential 
contender, Peter Obi, has also 
explored digital platforms to 
engage Nigerians, featuring 
in live sessions on TikTok 
programmes hosted by 
Emirsaddam and Peller, 
alongside visits to markets 
and engagements on X 
(formerly Twitter). 
   Obi has maintained that 

political leaders must engage 
directly with the electorate 
and present practical plans to 
address insecurity, economic 
instability and the rising cost 
of living. 
AAC proposes collective 
boycott 

THE AAC in Oyo State has 
called on opposition 

political parties and 
democratic forces across the 
country to consider a collective 
boycott of the 2027 general 
elections to press home their 
demand for equal access to 

voters. 
   In a statement signed by its 
Oyo State Chairman, Kayode 
Babayomi, the party said 
reports of political violence, 
intimidation, harassment and 
attacks on opposition activities 
in Oyo, Ekiti, Osun, Lagos, Ogun 
and Ondo states pointed to an 
increasingly hostile political 
environment. 
   It argued that unless the 
Federal Government and 
security agencies guarantee 
the safety of candidates, party 
members and supporters, the 
boycott option should become 
inevitable. 
   The party expressed concern 
that the situation was 
emerging ahead of the 2027 
elections, warning that the 
right to participate in an 
election would amount to 
little if candidates and their 
supporters could not 

campaign, organise meetings 
or mobilise voters without 
threats to their lives and 
property. 
   Babayomi said: “Elections 
should be a contest of ideas, 
policies and visions for the 
future, which our party has 
consistently advocated for. 
However, what we are 
currently witnessing is 
troubling and alarming. An 
election should not be a 
platform for political actors 
and their supporters to 
unleash violence, terrorise 
opponents and threaten the 
lives of citizens. 
   “Incidents of physical attacks, 
intimidation and threats to 
human lives and property 
during campaign activities 
raise serious concerns about 
the safety, credibility and 
integrity of the electoral 
process.” 
   The AAC cited developments 
in Ekiti State ahead of the June 
20, 2026 governorship 
election, where the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
accused Governor Biodun 
Oyebanji’s administration of 
using security agencies and 
state machinery to intimidate 
opposition members. 
   The PDP’s deputy 
governorship candidate, 
Ayodeji Ogunsakin, had 
alleged that some party 
members were arrested, 
detained and harassed 
because of their political 
affiliations. 
   The party also alleged that 
unidentified men, reportedly 
operating under the guise of 
the Rapid Response Squad, 
invaded homes in Ikere-Ekiti in 
the early hours of June 7 and 
took away some residents said 
to be its members. 
   Although election observers 
subsequently described the 

Atiku, PDP, Obi raise alarm over alleged plot to weaken opposition 
• Ex-VP tells Tinubu to fight hunger as he alleges attacks on opposition figures 
• PDP threatens to petition IGP over alleged intimidation, killings of candidates 
• Obi’s media office accuses govs of plotting to manipulate 2027 polls 
• ADC campaign media team divided as Momodu allegedly sidelined 
• OK Movement warns Obidient, NDC leaders against internal political battles 
• Court allows police to reopen case against PDP factional chairman, Turaki 

From Azimazi Momoh Jimoh, John 
Akubo and Andrew Oota, Abuja 
 

FORMER Vice-President Atiku 
Abubakar, the Peoples 

Democratic Party (PDP) and 
the Peter Obi Media Office have 
raised concerns over alleged 
attempts to undermine 
opposition parties ahead of 
the 2027 general elections, 
accusing the ruling All 
Progressives Congress (APC) 
of prioritising political 
suppression, intimidation and 
electoral manipulation over 
addressing the country’s 
economic and security 
challenges. 
   Their concerns came amid 
growing political tension, 
allegations of attacks on 
opposition candidates, 
internal disagreements 
among opposition groups and 
fresh developments in the 
ongoing crisis within the PDP. 
   Atiku, the presidential 
candidate of the African 
Democratic Congress (ADC), 
yesterday challenged President 
Bola Tinubu to fight hunger 
rather than the opposition, 
alleging that the 
administration had 
abandoned Nigerians to 

economic hardship and 
insecurity while focusing on 
weakening rival political 
parties. 
   The PDP, meanwhile, accused 
some APC governors of 
creating a hostile political 
environment for opposition 
candidates, particularly those 
seeking governorship 
positions, and threatened to 
petition the Inspector-General 
of Police (IGP), Tunji Disu, and 
other security agencies. 
   Similarly, the Peter Obi Media 
Office alleged that some 
governors were plotting to 
manipulate the 2027 elections, 
warning that Nigerians would 
resist any attempt to 
compromise the credibility 
of the electoral process. 
Atiku accuses Tinubu of 
targeting opposition 

SPEAKING during a press 
conference at his Abuja 

residence, Atiku said the 

Federal Government should 
concentrate on addressing the 
worsening economic 
conditions rather than 
attacking opposition figures. 
   He said many Nigerians were 
dying from hardship, while 
several businesses had 
collapsed because of the 
administration’s economic 
policies. 
   The former Vice-President was 
reacting to rising economic 
hardship and alleged attacks 
on opposition figures, 
accusing the Tinubu 
administration of abandoning 
citizens to hunger, poverty 
and insecurity while directing 
its attention towards crushing 
opposition parties ahead of 
the 2027 elections. 
   According to him, Nigerians 
could barely afford food, rising 
fuel prices were putting 
businesses under pressure, 
and insecurity remained 

widespread. 
   He said the APC 
administration appeared 
more concerned about 
intimidating opposition 
candidates than addressing 
the country’s pressing 
challenges. 
Cracks widen in ADC 
campaign media team 

HOWEVER, the ADC 
presidential campaign 

council is also facing internal 
disagreements, with 
disturbing cracks emerging 
within its media directorate 
ahead of the commencement 
of campaigns. 
   The campaign council’s list, 
unveiled on September 24, 
named former Labour Party 
presidential candidate Dele 
Momodu as Deputy General in 
charge of Media and 
Communications. 
   Momodu played a similar 
role in 2023 when Atiku 

contested the presidency on 
the platform of the PDP. 
   Former PDP National Publicity 
Secretary, Kola Ologbondiyan, 
and Atiku’s Senior Special 
Assistant on Public 
Communication, Phrank 
Shaibu, were appointed Media 
and Publicity Director and 
Strategic Communications 
Director, respectively. 
   Others in the directorate are 
Ladan Salihu (Branding), Moji 
Rhodes-Vivour (Digital and 
Online Media) and David Iyofor 
(Content Development), while 
Kenneth Okonkwo, Keturah 
King and Nana Kazure were 
named spokespersons. 
   However, shortly after the 
council’s inauguration, 
Momodu was reportedly 
relegated to the background 
and excluded from key media 
activities. 
   The disagreement has 
allegedly resulted in a lack of 
coordination, with 
Ologbondiyan and Shaibu 
competing for relevance and 
issuing statements on similar 
subjects. 
   Conflicting statements and 
media briefings have 
reportedly been circulated 

through different groups 
within the press corps without 
Momodu’s approval, despite 
his position in the directorate. 
   Atiku addressed a press 
conference in Abuja yesterday, 
announcing that his 
campaign would be flagged 
off on Wednesday (today). The 
event was attended by selected 
journalists allegedly loyal to 
Shaibu. 
   Momodu and ADC National 
Publicity Secretary, Bolaji 
Abdullahi, were absent from 
the briefing. 
   It was the third selective 
press conference Atiku had 
held without the head of his 
media directorate, with Shaibu 
reportedly coordinating the 
events. 
   Momodu was said to have 
remained in Lagos since 
attending the campaign 
council’s inauguration on 
October 9. 
   A party source blamed the 
situation on Atiku, arguing 
that the presidential candidate 
had yet to fully recognise the 
role of the ADC as the political 
platform under which he 
would contest the election. 

Deputy Governor, Sokoto State, Idris Muhammad Gobir (left); Governor Dauda Lawal; Sultan of Sokoto, Muhammadu Sa'ad Abubakar, and Bishop 
Mathew Hassan Kuka of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Sokoto, during the 20th anniversary of the Sultan, yesterday CONTINUED ON PAGE 29

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28
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THE National Youth Service 
Corps (NYSC) yesterday 

disowned the certificate 
linked to a former Minister of 
Innovation, Science and 
Technology, Geoffrey Nnanji, 
telling a Federal High Court in 
Abuja that it did not issue the 
certificate. 
   Testifying as the second pros-
ecution witness (PW2) before 
Justice Joyce Abdulmalik, the 
NYSC’s Assistant Director in 
the Department of 
Certification, Yusuf Abubakar 
Jumare, said an investigation 
by his department estab-
lished that the document was 
fake. 
      The Independent Corrupt 
Practices and Other Related 
Offences Commission (ICPC) 
is prosecuting Nnanji on 
charges of certificate forgery 
and money laundering in 
charge No. 
FHC/ABJ/CR/389/2026. 
      The accused, who is the 
People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP) candidate in the forth-
coming Enugu State gover-
norship election, was repre-
sented by a team of lawyers 
led by Woke Olanikpekun, 
SAN. The others were Ugwu 
Onoja, Bode Olanikpekun 
and George Ibrahim - all SAN. 

Efficient civil service 
critical to Tinubu’s $1tr 
economy, says Olaopa

From Sodiq Omolaoye, Abuja 

From Monday Osayande, Asaba 

From Charles Akpeji (Jalingo) 
and Solomon Azu (Calabar) 

ASUU says Taraba yet to implement 2025 pact with FG 

Revenue hits N20.74b in nine months, net finance costs down 16%

From Ameh Ochojila, Abuja 

From Ameh Ochojila, Abuja 

per day (bpd) in October 2025 
to 1.84 million bpd as of 
September 2026. 
      According to him, the 
increase in production had 
also translated into improved 
national revenue, with 
Nigeria’s earnings rising sig-
nificantly. 
      Oluyede described the 
Nigerian Navy’s 70 years of 
service as a testament to its 
enduring commitment to 
national security and devel-
opment, stressing that its role 
remained critical to protect-
ing Nigeria’s vast coastline 
and advancing the nation’s 
blue economy. 
   He also applauded the navy’s 
contributions to joint mili-

tary operations alongside the 
Nigerian Army (NA) and the 
Nigerian Air Force (NAF), par-
ticularly in counterterror-
ism, counterinsurgency and 
efforts to tackle other forms 
of criminality. 
   Further acknowledging the 
navy’s role in joint rescue 
operations, including the res-
cue of kidnapped students 
and teachers in Niger State, 
and its contributions to pro-
tecting lives and critical 
national assets, he described 
the yearly retreat as an 
important platform for 
strategic assessment, institu-
tional reflection and review 
of operational structures, 
doctrines and strategies to 

Diri presents N1.24tr 
2027 Appropriation Bill 
to Bayelsa Assembly 

Okorocha flays 
Uzodimma over APC 
Imo West comments

Caverton’s transformation gathers pace as marine revenue rises

UNICROSS lecturers resume strike over unpaid salaries

NYSC disowns certificate 
linked to ex-minister 
Nnanji, cites four defects 

Directors on 28 October 2026. 
     Caverton’s indigenous elec-
tric ferry platform, OMIBUS, 
has completed sea trials on 
Lagos waterways. In a full-
load trial, an OMIBUS ferry 
carried passengers over 12.6 
nautical miles between 
Falomo and Ikorodu ferry ter-
minal. 
   Commercial passenger serv-
ice will begin on short, high-
demand routes linking CMS, 
Falomo, Victoria Island and 
Lekki, with longer routes such 
as Ikorodu to follow as charg-
ing and battery performance 
are proven. 
   Meanwhile, 10 electric ferries 

period of 2025 to N20.74 bil-
lion, as marine growth more 
than replaced the revenue 
from a major helicopter con-
tract that concluded in 
August 2025.   Also, net 
finance costs fell 16 per cent, 
and the group recorded a net 
foreign exchange gain. 
      The group reported a loss 
after tax of N13.79 billion (9M 
2025: N4.63 billion), largely 
reflecting N5.9 billion of non-
cash depreciation following 
last year’s asset revaluation 
and the absence of a N5.3 bil-
lion one-off gain recorded in 
2025. The results were 
approved by the Board of 

CDS links rising crude production to Navy’s crackdown on theft 

Governor Douye Diri of Bayelsa State (right) and Deputy Speaker of the House of Assembly, Michael Ogbere, 
during the presentation of the 2027 Appropriation Bill to the Assembly in Yenagoa yesterday.
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of Taraba State University 
(TSU), Jalingo, and called on 
the state government to 
immediately implement the 
2025 Federal 
Government/ASUU agree-
ment and pay all outstanding 
arrears owed to the academic 
staff. 
     The UNICROSS lecturers are 
protesting the non-payment 
of salaries for September and 
October 2026 and the Cross 
River State Government’s fail-
ure to implement the finan-
cial components of the rene-
gotiated 2025 FG/ASUU pact. 
      ASUU had embarked on 
strike on May 19, 2026, and 

suspended it on July 21, 2026, 
after an emergency meeting 
with Governor Bassey Out, 
who assured the ASUU delega-
tion and the Calabar Zonal 
Coordinator, Dr Ikechukwu 
Igwenyi, that his administra-
tion would begin implemen-
tation within 90 days. Three 
months later, however, noth-
ing was done. 
      The branch Chairman, Dr 
Patrick Ushie, told an emer-
gency congress yesterday that 
members of staff were yet to 
receive September and 
October salaries, forcing the 
union to resume action.  
      Meanwhile, the Vice 

Chancellor, Prof. Francisca 
Bassey, who attended the con-
gress with his management 
team, appealed for patience, 
disclosing that the governor 
had approved payment of the 
salaries. 
   She described Otu as a “man 
of honour and integrity who 
had done his part,” adding 
that the accountant-general 
has assured that October 
salaries would be paid before 
the close of business yester-
day. 
      Nevertheless, the lecturers 
rejected the plea, insisting on 
a total shutdown and promis-
ing to reconvene to suspend 
the strike once payment is 
confirmed. 

are being built for Lagos State 
at Caverton Marine’s facilities, 
including its Naval Dockyard 
operation in Victoria Island, 
combining local construc-
tion with propulsion technol-
ogy from OEM partner, 
ExploMar of Shanghai, China. 
   The programme is building 
the charging, jetty access and 
crew standards that a reliable, 
sustainable waterways net-
work requires. 
   Through the Stena Sonangol 
Suezmax Pool, Caverton 
holds a charter position in 
three Suezmax tankers trad-
ing internationally, earning 
foreign-currency revenue 
from global crude shipping. 

improve the navy’s effective-
ness. 
      The CDS also stressed the 
need for greater cooperation 
among the armed forces, say-
ing no single military service 
can independently address 
Nigeria’s security challenges.  
   Earlier, the Chief of the Naval 
Staff, Vice Admiral Idi Abbas, 
said the retreat provided an 
opportunity to assess the 
navy’s performance over the 
past year, evaluate progress 
towards its strategic objec-
tives and establish priorities 
for the coming year. 
      Abbas thanked President 
Bola Tinubu for his contin-
ued support, saying the 
navy’s Strategic Directive 
2026-2027 provided a frame-
work for strengthening oper-
ational readiness, fleet capa-
bilities, human capital devel-
opment, institutional gover-
nance and maritime security 
operations. 
   According to him, the direc-
tive outlined key areas of 
development, including 
operations, fleet renewal, 
infrastructure, logistics, per-
sonnel administration, train-
ing, technology and intera-
gency cooperation. 
     Meanwhile, the naval chief 
stressed that the retreat must 
go beyond reviewing activi-
ties and resources expended 
to identifying measurable 
operational achievements, 
institutional shortcomings 
and practical solutions to 
existing challenges. 
      He also called for deeper 
cooperation and interoper-

NIGERIAN maritime and 
aviation services group, 

Caverton Offshore Support 
Group Plc, yesterday 
announced the unaudited 
results for the nine months 
ended September 30, 2026, 
showing the group reshaping 
for growth. 
     Caverton Marine, a negligi-
ble revenue line a year ago, 
now generates almost a third 
of group revenue, while the 
OMIBUS electric ferry plat-
form has completed sea trials 
and is preparing for passen-
ger service, the company said. 
      It disclosed that group rev-
enue rose 1.4 per cent from 
N20.45 billion in the same 

ACADEMIC activities at the 
University of Cross River 

(UNICROSS) were grounded 
yesterday as the Academic 
Staff Union of Universities 
(ASUU) resumed an indefinite 
strike. 
   This was as the Yola Zone of 
ASUU declared yesterday that 
only Taraba State, among the 
19 northern states, was yet to 
implement the 2025 Federal 
G o v e r n m e n t / A S U U 
Agreement. 
   Also, the leadership of ASUU 
across the North-East has 
backed the ongoing industri-
al action by the ASUU branch 

FORMER Governor of Imo 
State, Rochas Okorocha, 

has asked his successor, Hope 
Uzodimma, and his aides to 
desist from further insulting 
judges over a recent judg-
ment that voided the incum-
bent governor’s claim to 
being the Imo West Senatorial 
District candidate of the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) 
for the 2027 elections. 
      Instead, Okorocha advised 
Uzodimma and his aides to 
pursue their appeals up to the 
Supreme Court rather than 
denigrating the judiciary over 
a lost case. 
      The ex-governor spoke yes-
terday on the premises of the 
Federal High Court in Abuja, 
where he said he attended to 
sign some documents at the 
court registry in relation to 
Uzodimma’s appeal against 
Justice Obiora Ekwuatu’s 
October 29 judgment, which 
upheld Okorocha as the APC 
candidate. 
      Okorocha challenged 
Uzodimma to fault his claims 
in public rather than attack-
ing judges and the judiciary, 
and to allow the legal process 
to run its course, insisting 
that disagreement with a 
court decision should be 
addressed through the appel-
late process. 

NIGERIA cannot achieve 
President Bola Tinubu’s 

ambition of building a $1 tril-
lion economy by 2030 with-
out an efficient, accountable, 
technology-driven and 
future-ready civil service, the 
Chairman of the Federal Civil 
Service Commission (FCSC), 
Prof. Tunji Olaopa, has said. 
      Olaopa spoke yesterday in 
Asaba, Delta State, when he 
led federal commissioners, 
chairmen and members of 
Civil Service Commissions 
from states and the Federal 
Capital Territory (FCT) on a 
courtesy visit to Governor 
Sheriff Oboreveori at the 
Government House, repre-
sented by Deputy Governor 
Monday Onyeme. 
   He stressed that a reformed 
civil service with the capacity 
to translate government poli-
cies into measurable results 
would be critical to driving 
economic growth, improving 
public service delivery and 
achieving the country’s devel-
opment aspirations. 

GOVERNOR Douye Diri of 
Bayelsa State yesterday 

presented the state’s 2027 
Appropriation Bill, based on a 
projected revenue of N1.24 
trillion, to the House of 
Assembly for consideration 
and passage. 
      Presenting the bill, titled 
“Budget of Assured Prosperity 
for Sustainable Growth and 
Development,” Diri explained 
that the 2027 proposals were 
derived from broad stake-
holder engagements with tra-
ditional rulers, technical 
experts, the organised private 
sector, and citizens across the 
state. 
      He also stated that it was a 
historic budget, being the 
first as the state was begin-
ning its fourth decade and 
presented at a time that sus-
tained investments were visi-
ble in all the local councils. 
     According to him, the fiscal 
priorities remain roads and 
bridges that connect commu-
nities, better health and edu-
cation services, reliable power 
and an environment in which 
businesses and families can 
thrive. 
      In a breakdown of the esti-
mates, the governor said 
N840.791 billion (68 per cent) 
is proposed for capital expen-
diture while recurrent expen-
diture is N401.897 billion (32 
per cent). 

ening maritime security. 
   Oluyede gave the commen-
dation yesterday in Abuja 
while declaring open the 
2026 Chief of the Naval Staff 
Annual Retreat themed 
“Appraisal of Nigerian Navy 
Commands for Enhanced 
Operational Effectiveness.”  
   The CDS, while highlighting 
the Navy’s operational efforts 
in curbing crude oil theft, 
pipeline vandalism and 
other maritime crimes, said 
the service’s sustained pres-
ence and strategic operations 
in Nigeria’s maritime 
domain had contributed sig-
nificantly to the increase in 
crude oil production from an 
average of 1.4 million barrels 

THE Chief of Defence Staff 
(CDS), Gen. Olufemi 

Oluyede, has commended 
the Nigerian Navy’s (NN) con-
tributions to boosting 
Nigeria’s crude oil produc-
tion, safeguarding critical 
national assets and strength-

ability among the armed 
forces, particularly in 
addressing emerging securi-
ty threats across the country’s 
operational theatres. 
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EFCC uncovers Chinese-operated illegal oil refinery in Ogun 
From Bertram Nwannekanma (Lagos) and Ameh Ochojila (Abuja) 

Rivers fighters emerge from forest, plead for amnesty, second chance 
By Ayonote Clement 

MEMBERS of a group iden-
tifying themselves as the 

Freedom Fighters of Ekpeye 
Ethnic Nationality have ap-
pealed for forgiveness and 
amnesty, saying they are des-
perate to abandon life in the 
forest and return to normal 
society. 
  The appeal was disclosed by 
Kenneth Nwachi, spokesper-
son for the Omega Power 
Ministry (OPM), who said the 
group reached out to the 
ministry's Founder and Gen-
eral Overseer, Apostle Chibu-
zor Gift Chinyere, in a video 
appeal yesterday. 
  Speaking from an undis-
closed forest location, the 
fighters pleaded with the cler-
ic to intervene and help se-
cure their rehabilitation and 

reintegration into society, de-
scribing their present cir-
cumstances as a form of 
bondage. 
  In a letter titled Request for 
Pardon and Amnesty, the 
group described Apostle 
Chibuzor as a father figure 
whose humanitarian inter-

THE Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) has 
uncovered an illegal oil refinery allegedly operated by Chi-

nese nationals in the Ogere area of Ogun State. 
  The discovery followed an intelligence-led operation conducted 
on Saturday, October 31, 2026, by operatives of the commission’s 
Lagos Zonal Directorate 2, after weeks of surveillance on the ac-
tivities of suspected illegal sludge oil refiners. 
  The refinery was deserted when the operatives stormed the 
premises, following an earlier crackdown by the commission 
on four illegal lithium processing plants in the area. 
   Although no operator was found at the facility, the operatives 
discovered waste products from the refining process, as well 
as underground tanks believed to have been used for heating 
and processing sludge oil. 
   Two of the tanks inspected contained substances suspected 
to be Automotive Gas Oil (AGO), commonly known as diesel. 
Preliminary investigations revealed that the operators sourced 

Police bust alleged fake dollar syndicate, recover three bags of counterfeit notes 

OPERATIVES of the Ondo State Police 
Command have uncovered an al-

leged counterfeit currency production 
centre in Kiniso Village, Ajue, Odigbo 
Local Council of the state, arresting one 
suspect and recovering three bags of sus-
pected fake United States dollar notes. 
  The operation followed a complaint by a 
businessman, Yusuf Nasiru, from the Sabo 
area of Okitipupa, who allegedly lost 
$6,000, estimated at N8.6 million, to two 
men who approached him under the 
guise of exchanging dollars for their naira 
equivalent. 
   The police said the suspects, identified as 
Peter Desmond and Olami Toro, both res-
idents of Ode-Irele, visited Nasiru's shop 
and expressed interest in exchanging the 
foreign currency.  
   According to the police, the complainant 
handed over the $6,000 to the men, but 

they later returned what they claimed 
was the same money, saying they did not 
have enough naira to complete the trans-
action. 
   It was only after examining the notes 
more closely that Nasiru discovered they 

From Adewale Momoh, Akure 

Police arrest three suspected human  
traffickers, rescue Nigerian woman from Mali 

THE Nigeria Police Force 
has arrested three sus-

pected members of an inter-
national human trafficking 
syndicate and rescued a 21-
year-old Nigerian woman 
who was allegedly trafficked 
to Mali and forced into pros-
titution. 
   The police also disclosed 
that about 42 Nigerian 
women were being held in a 
makeshift camp in a remote 
gold-mining settlement in 
Mali, where they were al-
legedly subjected to sexual 
exploitation and slave-like 
conditions. 
   The suspects were identified 
as Daniel Aondofa, 26; Orgba 
Solomon, 28, also known as 
Terry, who allegedly leads the 
syndicate and resides in the 
Republic of Benin; and 
Thankgod Ocho, 25. All three 
are indigenes of Benue State. 

From Andrew Oota, Abuja 

were counterfeit, prompting him to re-
port the incident to the police.  
   The command's spokesperson, Abay-
omi Jimoh, said the complaint 
prompted operatives from the Oki-
tipupa Divisional Police Headquarters to 
launch an investigation, which led them 
to one of the suspects in Kiniso Village. 
   Jimoh said that, acting on intelligence 
from residents, the operatives raided a 
suspected hideout on October 29, 2026, 
believed to be used for printing coun-
terfeit dollar notes and defrauding un-
suspecting members of the public. 
   During the raid, one suspect was ar-
rested, while other occupants of the 
premises reportedly escaped through a 
perimeter fence.  
   A search of the premises led to the re-
covery of three bags containing sus-
pected counterfeit United States dollar 
notes and a small wooden box.  

sludge oil, also called black sludge, from Warri, Delta State, and 
Port Harcourt, Rivers State, before transporting it to the facili-
ty in Ogere for processing. 
   Further findings indicated that the operators subjected the 
sludge oil to intense heat, allowing lighter petroleum compo-
nents to pass through a series of chambers and filters in a process 
believed to produce AGO for sale in the Nigerian market. 
   Security personnel at the facility reportedly told EFCC opera-
tives that the Chinese nationals operating the refinery never dis-
closed their identities or the name of the company behind the 
business. 
   The commission has since taken over the premises as inves-
tigations continue to uncover the identities of the operators, 
establish ownership of the facility and determine the full extent 
of the suspected illegal activities. 
   The EFCC said the investigation would also establish the ex-
tent of the alleged economic sabotage arising from the opera-
tion. 

  The Assistant Commissioner 
of Police in charge of the Spe-
cial Tactical Squad (STS), Vic-
tor Ogbiede Godfrey, 
disclosed this while briefing 
journalists in Abuja yester-
day. 
  He said the operation, which 
took place between October 1 
and 27, also led to the rescue 
of three other female victims 
and a woman from Mali. 
  According to the police, in-
vestigations revealed that 
Solomon lured the principal 
victim, Miss Godiya Amos, 
from Akwanga, Nasarawa 
State, on September 26, 2026, 
with promises of lucrative 
employment abroad. 
 Amos was allegedly taken 
through Lagos and illegal 
border routes into the Re-
public of Benin before being 
transported to artisanal gold-
mining camps in Mali, where 
female victims were report-
edly forced into prostitution. 

Polish national, Nigerian arrested  
over indoor cannabis farm in Lagos 

gation. 
  Fatai commended the oper-
atives for their vigilance and 
intelligence-led policing, reit-
erating the command's com-
mitment to combating 
drug-related offences, dis-
mantling criminal networks 
and preventing Lagos from 
becoming a haven for crimi-
nal activities.  
  He also appreciated mem-
bers of the public for their 
continued cooperation and 
urged residents to sustain the 
timely provision of credible 
information to the police. 

A 49-YEAR-OLD Polish na-
tional, Thomas Razvickas, 

and his Nigerian accomplice, 
36-year-old James Chisome, 
have been arrested over the 
discovery of a sophisticated 
indoor cannabis farm in a res-
idential property in Apapa, 
Lagos. 
  The suspects were arrested 
by operatives of the Lagos 
State Police Command on 
Monday, November 2, 2026, 
following the receipt intelli-
gence. 
   The police said the suspects 
were allegedly involved in the 
operation of the facility. 
  They are currently in cus-
tody, where they have report-
edly made confessional 
statements and are providing 
useful information to assist 
ongoing investigations. 
  The Commissioner of Police, 
Lagos State Command, Tijani 
Fatai, visited the scene to in-
spect the facility, assess the 
scale of the operation and re-
ceive a briefing on the investi-

By Eniola Daniel 

ventions could offer them a 
pathway to redemption. 
  "Our major problem now is 
how we can come out of this 
bush and live a normal life in 
society through amnesty. We 
have searched around and 
found out that you are the 
only man with a fatherly heart 

Gunmen abduct six mourners, abandon corpse on Benue highway 

SUSPECTED gunmen have 
abducted six mourners, 

including the husband of a 
deceased woman and five of 
his friends, while they were 
transporting her remains 
from Kano State to Okpoga 
in Okpokwu Local Council of 
Benue State.  
 The attackers reportedly in-
tercepted the vehicle convey-
ing the burial party along the 

Adoka Road, abducted the six 
occupants and abandoned 
the casket containing the 
woman’s corpse on the high-
way. 
 The abandoned body was 
later discovered by opera-
tives of the Federal Road 
Safety Corps (FRSC), who 
moved it to a police station in 
Adoka. It was subsequently 
deposited in a morgue. 
 Chairman of Otukpo Local 

From Felix Uroko, Makurdi 

Busted illegal refinery in Ogun

Council, Maxwell Ogiri, con-
firmed the incident, describ-
ing it as distressing and 
traumatic. 
  Ogiri said the driver of the 
vehicle was his friend, ex-
pressing concern over the 
growing insecurity in the 
area. 
 "Yes, it happened. Inciden-
tally, the driver of the vehicle 
is my friend. This is the un-
fortunate incident we are 

The fighters with Apostle Chibuzor Gift Chinyere

Recovered fake currencies

that can take us out of this 
bondage," they said. 
  According to Nwachi, the 
group also expressed remorse 
over its past activities, ac-
knowledging that its actions 
had offended both God and 
humanity. 
  "We remorsefully and re-
grettably condemn some of 
our unwanted and unruly ac-
tivities and pray for God's end-
less mercy on us, as we prom-
ise to be of good conduct to so-
ciety from now on," the fight-
ers stated in their letter. 
  Appealing to the cleric's 
Christian faith, they cited bib-
lical passages on repentance, 
forgiveness and redemption, 
expressing confidence that 
he would not only pray for 
them but also guide them to-
wards a new beginning. 

seeing. It is really traumatic," 
he said.  
Sources said the abductors 
had contacted the victims’ 
relatives and demanded a 
ransom for their release. 
 Meanwhile, security opera-
tives, local youths and vigi-
lante groups have 
reportedly launched a joint 
operation to rescue the vic-
tims and track down the per-
petrators. 

•Victim alleges 42 Nigerian women are held in  
gold-mining camp and forced into prostitution 

Suspects
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Customs intercepts 195 smuggling attempts, seizes contraband worth N6.19b
THE Nigeria Customs Service 

(NCS), Federal Operations 
Unit (FOU), Zone A, Ikeja, has in-
tercepted 195 smuggling at-
tempts involving prohibited 
and restricted goods valued at 
N6.19 billion in four weeks 
across the Southwest. 
  The seizures included thou-
sands of bags of foreign rice, 
23,220 machetes, 21 foreign-
used vehicles, 5,986 parcels of 
cannabis weighing 3,407.83kg, 
1,250 cartridges and other pro-
hibited items. 
 The Acting Comptroller of FOU 
Zone A, Oladapo Afeni, dis-
closed this yesterday during 
his maiden press briefing, four 
weeks after assuming office. 
Giving a breakdown of the 
seizures, Afeni said the unit in-
tercepted 3,028 bags of 50kg 
rice, 995 bags of 25kg, 104 bags 
of 20kg and 207 bags of 5kg. 
Other seized items included 
173 cartons of frozen poultry 
products, 6,949 cartons of 

interceptions as part of the 
service’s efforts to curb smug-
gling, protect government rev-
enue and safeguard the coun-
try’s economic and security 
interests. 
 He disclosed that the cocaine, 
methamphetamine and 
cannabis consignments had 

By Adaku Onyenucheya 

The seized items on display yesterday.

By Bertram Nwannekanma  

Garaku toll plaza along the Abuja–Keffi–Akwanga–Lafia–Makurdi highway 

From Monday Osayande, Asaba

Some residents of  Uzere community receiving  treatment from the medical 
team  

From Segun Ayinde, Abeokuta 

Uzere gas leak: Residents seek sustained intervention over health risks

RESIDENTS of Uzere 
community in Isoko South 

Local Council of Delta State 
have called for sustained 
government intervention to 
address potential health 
complications arising from the 
recent gas leakage, while 
commending Governor Sheriff 
Oborevwori for providing free 
comprehensive medical 
services to the affected 
community. 
   The residents described the 
deployment of more than 100 
medical personnel to the 

been handed over to the Na-
tional Drug Law Enforcement 
Agency (NDLEA) for further in-
vestigation and prosecution, 
while other seized items were 
transferred to relevant gov-
ernment agencies. 
 Expressing concern over the 
volume of cannabis intercept-

ed, the acting comptroller 
warned about the health and 
social consequences of drug 
abuse, particularly among 
young people. 
 Citing the 2025 World Drug Re-
port of the United Nations Of-
fice on Drugs and Crime (UN-
ODC), he said cannabis re-
mained the most widely avail-
able and used drug globally, ac-
counting for an estimated 42 
per cent of drug use disorder 
cases worldwide. 
  He added that increasingly po-
tent varieties of cannabis, in-
cluding those popularly mar-
keted as Colorado, posed seri-
ous threats to young people, 
families and the healthcare 
system. 
 Afeni also expressed concern 
over the interception of 23,220 
machetes, warning that the il-
legal importation of such items 
could fuel violence and un-
dermine peaceful electoral 
processes. 
 According to him, smuggling 
networks could facilitate the 

movement of dangerous items 
capable of being used to dis-
rupt elections and threaten 
public safety. 
  On revenue recovery, Afeni 
said the unit recovered N683.66 
million between September 
30, 2026, and the date of the 
briefing through compliance 
checks, scrutiny of import dec-
larations and the detection 
and correction of undervalua-
tion. 
 He attributed the seizures and 
revenue recovery to improved 
intelligence gathering, risk pro-
filing, surveillance, targeted 
examination of suspicious con-
signments and collaboration 
with relevant government 
agencies. 
  The acting comptroller as-
sured importers, customs 
agents and other stakehold-
ers that the unit would con-
tinue to facilitate legitimate 
trade while strengthening en-
forcement against duty eva-
sion, false declarations and 
other customs-related offences. 

spaghetti, 459 bales and 39 
jumbo sacks of second-hand 
clothing, 1,236 used tyres, 33 
used vehicle rims and 8,025 
litres of Premium Motor Spirit 
(PMS). 
 The unit also seized 101 bags of 
imported sugar weighing 50kg 
each, 20 cartons of couscous, 
eight bags of imported cream 
powder, 12 bags of green oat 
products and a 40-foot con-
tainer carrying 270 pieces of of-
fice sheets in Completely 
Knocked Down (CKD) form, al-
legedly misdeclared as raw 
materials. 
 Other seizures included 400 
grammes of cocaine, 100 
grammes of methampheta-
mine, eight live pangolins, 250 
cartons of Lotus sardines with-
out National Agency for Food 
and Drug Administration and 
Control (NAFDAC) registration 
numbers, and 11 means of con-
veyance. 
 Afeni put the total duty-paid 
value of the seized goods at 
N6.19 billion, describing the 

community as a timely 
intervention that would help 
identify, diagnose and treat 
those who might have 
developed health 
complications following 
exposure to the leaked gas. 
   The medical outreach, which 
commenced at Uzere 
Community Hall, was designed 
to provide comprehensive 
health assessments, diagnosis 
and treatment. The exercise, 
expected to run until Thursday, 
offers free medical services, 
including surgical operations, 
dental care, eye examinations, 
laboratory investigations and 

medications. 
   Speaking at the 
commencement of the exercise, 
the Commissioner for Health, 
Dr Joseph Onojaeme, said 
Oborevwori had directed the 
ministry to mobilise medical 
personnel to the community 
following an assessment of the 
gas leakage and its potential 
health implications. 
   He explained that the 
intervention was aimed at 
identifying, examining and 
treating residents who might 
have suffered health 
complications from exposure 
to the gas. 

HURIWA faults multiple toll gates on Keffi–Makurdi highway, warns of food price hikes

Police, group warn youths against  
cultism, cybercrime in Ogun 

THE Human Rights Writers 
Association of Nigeria 

(HURIWA) has condemned the 
multiple toll gates on the Keffi–
Lafia–Makurdi highway, 
warning that repeated charges 
could push up transportation 
costs, increase food prices and 
worsen the economic hardship 
facing millions of Nigerians. 
  The association said the tolling 
arrangement was placing 
additional financial pressure on 
motorists, commercial 
transport operators, farmers, 
traders and businesses already 
struggling with high fuel prices, 
rising operating costs and 
declining purchasing power. 

  It warned that the 
consequences would extend 
beyond road users in Nasarawa 
and Benue states, as higher 
costs of transporting 
agricultural produce along the 
corridor could eventually 
translate into more expensive 
food items in markets across 
the country. 
  In a statement issued yesterday 
and signed by its National 
Coordinator, Emmanuel 
Nnadozie Onwubiko, HURIWA 
described the arrangement as 
burdensome, particularly 
because motorists are required 
to make payments at multiple 
points along the same highway. 
  The association called on 
President Bola Tinubu and the 

Federal Ministry of Works to 
immediately suspend toll 
collection pending an 
independent review of the 
policy, the condition of the 
road and the payment system. 
   According to HURIWA, the 
Federal Government 

From Segun Ayinde, Abeokuta 

Pyrates confraternity, group screen over 200 women for breast cancer in Ogun

MORE than 200 women in 
Abeokuta, Ogun State, 

have benefited from free breast 
cancer screening organised by 
the National Association of 
Seadogs, popularly known as 
the Pyrates Confraternity, in 
partnership with Women Aid 
Africa. 
  The beneficiaries also received 
clinical breast examinations 
and counselling on breast 
cancer awareness and general 
health during the exercise at 
Kugba Primary Healthcare 
Centre, Abeokuta. 

  The Chief Executive Officer of 
Women Aid Africa, Bukola 
Konkwo, said the programme 
was designed to educate 
women on breast cancer, 
regular breast self-examination 
and the importance of seeking 
medical attention whenever 
they noticed unusual lumps or 
changes in their breasts. 
  Konkwo, who disclosed that 
she was a breast cancer 
survivor and had reached the 
10th anniversary of her 
diagnosis, emphasised that 
early detection remained 
crucial to saving lives and 

reducing the impact of the 
disease. 
   She urged women not to 
allow financial constraints, 
busy schedules or domestic 
responsibilities to prevent 
them from prioritising their 
health. 
  According to her, women 
should take advantage of free 
screening opportunities and 
make regular health checks 
part of their routine. 
  “Early detection saves lives. It 
is only when you are alive that 
you can attend to other 
responsibilities. Health is 

   According to him, the 
governor’s directive 
underscores the 
administration’s commitment 
to protecting the health and 
welfare of communities 
affected by environmental 
incidents, particularly those in 
oil and gas-producing areas. 
   Onojaeme disclosed that the 
governor had earlier issued a 
similar directive for an 
emergency medical 
intervention in Odidi 
community, Warri South-West 
Local Government Area, 
following an oil spill. 
 
 

commenced toll operations 
on February 4, 2025, along the 
227.2-kilometre Abuja–Keffi–
Akwanga–Lafia–Makurdi 
highway, with four principal 
toll locations covering Keffi, 
including Garaku, Akwanga, 
Lafia and Makurdi. 

YOUTHS have been urged 
to shun cultism, 

cybercrime, substance abuse 
and other social vices as part 
of efforts to build responsible 
leaders and safer 
communities. 
   The call was made by the 
Ogun State Police Command 
during a youth sensitisation 
programme organised in 
partnership with Royal 
Ambassadors Nigeria. 
  The programme, facilitated 
by the Police Campaign 
Against Cultism and Other 
Vices (POCACOV), was held 
at the Peter Akinola 
Foundation, Obada, Ogun 
State, as part of the Royal 
Ambassadors Nigeria 
National Leadership Training 
Conference. 
  With the theme, “Divine 
Companion,” the event 
brought together teenagers 
and young adults from across 
the country for leadership 
development and crime 
prevention advocacy. 
   The State Coordinator of 
POCACOV, ASP Opeyemi 
Oluborode, alongside officials 
of the National Drug Law 
Enforcement Agency 
(NDLEA), educated 
participants on the dangers 

of cultism, cybercrime, 
substance abuse, negative 
peer influence and deceptive 
recruitment tactics. 
  Oluborode stressed the 
important role of young 
people in building a peaceful 
and secure society, noting 
that early value reorientation 
and responsible leadership 
were essential to preventing 
criminal behaviour. 
  He urged participants to 
embrace integrity, 
accountability, patriotism 
and positive community 
engagement, stressing that 
their choices would 
significantly influence the 
future of their communities 
and the country. 
 The police officer also warned 
against deceptive 
recruitment strategies used 
to lure young people into 
criminal activities, urging 
them to exercise self-
discipline, make responsible 
decisions and resist negative 
influences capable of 
jeopardising their future. 
  He reaffirmed POCACOV’s 
commitment to sustained 
youth engagement and 
community-based crime 
prevention, describing 
investment in responsible 
leadership as a pathway to a 
safer society.

wealth, and women must 
always put their health first,” 
she said. 
  Also speaking, the Second 
Mate of Ash Montana Deck, Dr 
Hafiz Bello, said the association 
partnered Women Aid Africa to 
bring affordable healthcare 
services closer to 
underprivileged women who 
might otherwise struggle to 
pay for hospital examinations. 
  He explained that beneficiaries 
who showed signs of possible 
cancer would be referred to 
appropriate health facilities 
for further medical evaluation. 
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 LETTER

SIR: The Federal Capital Ter-
ritory (FCT) women’s con-

cern about practical measures 
to improve their welfare has 
always been in terms of pro-
tection and advancing the 
causes of women and girls 
across the six area councils.  
  Of particular concern are the 
seven priority areas under-
pinning Senator Philip Tan-
imu Aduda’s legislative 
agenda for women and girls 
as listed accordingly. 
  Skills development and eco-
nomic empowerment: Sup-
porting legislation and 
budget provisions that ex-
pand access to vocational 
training, digital skills, enter-
prise development and coop-
erative financing. 
  Support for women-owned 
businesses: Championing ac-
cess to grants, affordable 
credit, markets and public 
procurement opportunities, 
with transparent criteria to 
ensure support reaches in-
tended beneficiaries. 
  Education and mentorship: 
Advocating policies and fund-
ing that promote girls’ enrol-
ment, retention and comple-

On seven-point legislative agenda for FCT women, girls 

Chief Reuben Famuyide Fasoranti (1926-2026)
THE passing on October 20, 2026, 

of the elder statesman and Na-
tional Leader of the pan-Yoruba so-
cial-political organisation, 
Afenifere, Pa Reuben Famuyide Fa-
soranti (OFR), at the age of 100 years 
marked the end of an era that will 
continue to feature prominently in 
national discourse even as the 
country inches towards the 2027 
general elections. 
  His century-long life was a lesson in 
integrity, discipline, selflessness, 
and unwavering commitment to 
the progress of his Yoruba people 
and the unity and development of 
Nigeria. Pa Fasoranti was one of the 
few remaining members of the old 
guard led by the late sage, Chief 
Obafemi Awolowo, who unleashed 
nationalist struggles and an ideo-
logical revolution that led to Nige-
ria’s independence in 1960 and 
later shaped the country’s path to 
building a new nation in the post-
independence era. 
  Fasoranti belonged to the genera-
tion of Nigerian politicians whose 
convictions were sharply shaped by 
the nationalist struggles and 
Awolowo’s progressive philosophy. 
They fought against military dicta-
torship to attain democratic rule in 
1999. Fasoranti was born on May 11, 
1926, in Uso, in present-day Owo Lo-
cal Government Area of Ondo State. 
He was educated at St. Andrew’s Pri-
mary School, Owo; Ondo Boys High 
School; and the Yaba Higher Col-
lege, Lagos, before studying English 
and Geography at the University 
College, Ibadan. He obtained a post-
graduate diploma in Education 
from the University of Hull, United 
Kingdom. His appetite for learning 
led him to obtain a master’s degree 
in education administration and 
School Management from Mac-
quarie University in Australia. 
   The late Fasoranti was an educa-

tionist par excellence, a politician, and a 
pro-democracy activist, among others. 
He gave an outstanding account of him-
self, drawing on his educational back-
ground. He built a career in teaching and 
as a school administrator, serving in sev-
eral institutions, including the Oye-
mekun Grammar School, Akure, and the 
Iju-Itaogbolu Grammar School, where he 
served as founding principal. His contri-
bution to the development of education 
was remarkable and a good advertise-
ment for the role of the educationist in 
society. After retiring from teaching, he 
established the popular Omolere Nurs-
ery and Primary School and the Akure 
High School in Akure. He also established 
the St Frances’ Academy, Igoba, in mem-
ory of his wife. Fasoranti belonged to a 
generation of Nigerians devoted to dem-
ocratic principles, which they pursued 
rigorously. His political history was 
strongly rooted in the ideals and princi-
ples of his Yoruba nation. In every judg-
ment, he was learned, refined, charis-
matic, and visionary. He participated in 
the political activities of the Action 
Group (AG) in the First Republic and 
played a prominent role in the leader-
ship and success of the Unity Party of 
Nigeria (UPN).  
      Between 1979 and 1983, he served as 
Commissioner for Finance under the 
UPN administration of the late Chief 
Michael Adekunle Ajasin, as governor of 
Ondo State. In a proud defence and cele-
bration of his appointment of Fasoranti 
as commissioner, Ajasin, on page 199 of 
his autobiography titled ‘Ajasin: Mem-
oirs and Memories’, wrote: “I have known 
Chief Fasoranti for a long time within 
and outside politics. He was by any stan-
dard a solid personality. He was solid in 
capability, integrity, dependability, reli-
ability, efficiency, effectiveness and loy-
alty. For this reason, I decided to put him 
in charge of finances as my Finance Com-
missioner.” And in justification of the 
trust vested in him, according to records, 
Fasoranti’s tenure was marked by efforts 

to improve the state’s financial manage-
ment and development, demonstrating 
his commitment to public service and 
governance. He distinguished himself in 
every respect in his disciplined Spartan 
way of life, his belief in principles, and his 
commitment to noble causes. Though 
he exhibited calm and quiet disposition, 
he was a consistent and outspoken critic 
of bad governments and was one of the 
loud voices drawing attention to the fail-
ures in Nigeria’s democratic process. 
   At the centre of Fasoranti’s political his-
tory was his emergence as the leader of 
Afenifere after the death of Pa Abraham 
Adesanya, becoming an influential voice 
on Yoruba interests, unity, development 
and the political ideals, including re-
structuring of the country, true federal-
ism and accountable democratic gover-
nance. He featured prominently in the 
June 12 struggle. 
   It is also on record that Fasoranti’s po-
litical exploits were characterised by 
some challenges, as evidenced by the as-
sassination attempt believed to have 
been orchestrated by the oppressive 
regime of General Sani Abacha in 1996. 
Despite the threats to his life while striv-
ing to liberate the Yoruba race from op-
pression and uphold the tenets of dem-
ocratic governance in Nigeria, 
Fasoranti’s resilience and fortitude re-
mained unshaken, symbolising the 
strong spirit of resistance against 
tyranny and oppression. 
     However, Fasoranti paid for his ac-
tivism, particularly for being an 
Afenifere leader. His daughter, Funke 

Olakunrin, was killed in July 2019 in 
an attack along the Ondo-Ore ex-
pressway. The murder attracted wide-
spread outrage and renewed national 
discourse on the high level of insecu-
rity in the country. 
     The departure of Fasoranti, one of 
the great followers of Awolowo, has 
further depleted the rank of frontline 
nationalists who inspired the youth 
of their time with their sincerity, elo-
quence, patriotism and sense of pur-
pose. Some questions that can be 
asked are: where are the Nigerians to-
day, especially members of the politi-
cal class, who are without blemish 
and can also be an inspiration to to-
day’s youth with positive drive to na-
tion-building and development? 
Where are those patriotic Nigerians 
who, beyond political expediency, 
will see a vision of a greater tomor-
row for our youth through, for in-
stance, education and go forthrightly 
to realise it, as done by the sage, 
Awolowo and his faithful disciples? 
  Eminent Nigerians across the coun-
try, including President Bola Tinubu, 
have paid glowing tributes to the late 
nationalist, extolling his virtues, es-
pecially the laudable role he played 
in the development of education and 
entrenchment of democratic govern-
ment in Nigeria. 
   Fasoranti’s exemplary life, profound 
contribution to the development of 
education and his role in nation-
building will endure through the 
ages.

tion of school, alongside 
scholarships, STEM educa-
tion, adult literacy and men-
torship. 
  Maternal and community 
healthcare: Advocating ade-
quate funding for maternal 
healthcare, primary health fa-
cilities and affordable health 
coverage, while strengthen-
ing oversight of service deliv-
ery across the six area coun-
cils. 
   Women’s representation 
and leadership: Supporting 
legislative and policy reforms 
that expand women’s partic-
ipation in governance, pub-
lic appointments and deci-
sion-making, alongside 
leadership development op-
portunities. 
  Protection and inclusion of 
vulnerable women: Champi-
oning legal protections and 
social support for widows, 
women living with disabili-
ties and other vulnerable 
women, including access to 
livelihoods, essential services 
and protection against dis-
crimination and disposses-
sion. 
  Prevention of gender-based 

violence and access to justice: 
Supporting stronger legal 
protections, effective en-
forcement, survivor services, 
shelters and accessible legal 
aid through adequate fund-
ing and oversight. 
   Princess Hauwa Philip 
Aduda has emphasised the 
importance of sustained dia-
logue with women leaders to 
ensure that grassroots con-
cerns inform these priorities. 
She encouraged continued 
engagement, collaboration 
and practical recommenda-
tions to strengthen the pro-
posed agenda. 
  This, therefore, reinforces 
the importance of women’s 
participation in shaping 
policies that affect their lives 
and holding public repre-
sentatives accountable for re-
sults. 
   Through continued con-
sultation, the priorities will 
be further developed into a 
legislative agenda focused 
on measurable improve-
ments in the lives of women 
and girls across the FCT. 
Ambassador Mariam 
Haruna wrote from Abuja. 
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By Christine Amaka Ikpeme 

By Gautier Mignot 

THE European Union remains Africa’s first trade and investment 
partner. Around 33 per cent of Africa’s total trade in goods is with 

the EU, and Europe remains the main destination for African ex-
ports. European companies are also the largest foreign investors on 
the continent, with EU investment stock in Africa worth more than 
EUR 250 billion in 2024. 
  These are not just impressive figures. They point to a relationship 
of depth, resilience and long duration. Nigeria is central to that re-
lationship. 
  The European Union has long been committed to providing pre-
ferred access for African goods. This year, the European Union cele-
brates 25 years of Everything But Arms (EBA) and 55 years of the 
Generalised Scheme of Preferences (GSP), the two preferential trade 
regimes supporting African exports to Europe. 
  Nigeria is not a beneficiary of EBA. That arrangement is reserved 
for Least Developed Countries and provides duty-free, quota-free ac-
cess to the EU market for all goods except arms. Nigeria benefits in-
stead from the GSP, which is part of the wider EU framework of trade 
preferences for developing countries. 
  For decades, through GSP and EBA alike, the European Union has 
chosen to open its market wide to developing partners. This year, 
the EU extended the GSP for another decade, with the new rules ap-
plying from 1 January 2027. 
  In a turbulent world, that is an important signal: it says that Eu-

rope remains committed to a trade relationship with developing 
partners that is generous, stable and predictable. At a time when 
global trade is becoming more fragmented, more uncertain and 
more transactional, that matters more than ever. 
  Other trading partners have recently moved in a similar direction 
with their market access offers to Africa, but the EU still stand out for 
the breadth, longevity and predictability of its trade preferences for 
African countries. 
  For 55 years now, the Generalised Scheme of Preferences has al-
lowed beneficiary countries to export to the European market with 
reduced or zero tariffs on a wide range of goods. In 2024 alone, GSP 
beneficiary countries received an estimated EUR 5 billion in tariff 
savings. 
  Nigeria has already been making real use of this opportunity. Be-
tween 2022 and 2024, EU imports from Nigeria using GSP prefer-
ences totalled EUR 372.4 million, making Nigeria the largest user of 
GSP preferences among the non-EBA African beneficiaries. Nigeria’s 
utilisation rate of 70 per cent is encouraging. It shows that Nigerian 
businesses are already taking advantage of the scheme in mean-
ingful ways. 
  But it also shows there is room to go further and fully exploit the 
opportunities under the GSP. 
  That matters because Nigeria’s long-term economic future de-
pends on diversification. It depends on creating more value at 
home, strengthening manufacturing, expanding agro-processing, 
supporting small and medium-sized enterprises, and generating 

Nigeria and EU: A trade partnership with untapped potential 

 more decent jobs, especially for young people. It also depends on 
building the conditions that allow Nigerian businesses to move fur-
ther up the value chain and become more competitive, not only in 
the region but globally. 
  Trade preferences alone cannot achieve all that, but they are im-
portant because they contribute to a predictable environment for 
investment. Economic transformation depends above all on do-
mestic leadership, reforms, infrastructure, skills and a supportive 
business climate. But trade preferences can help. They can lower the 
cost of entering international markets, make investment decisions 
easier, and encourage firms to think in terms of scale. 
For Nigeria, this is not a marginal advantage. It is a strategic one. 
  When I look at Nigeria, I see one of Africa’s most important 
economies, but I also see one of its most promising. I see talent, am-
bition and entrepreneurial drive on an exceptional scale. I see a 
country with every reason to play a larger role in regional and global 
value chains. And I see a partnership with Europe that is already 
strong, but still far from reaching its full potential. 
  I am therefore very pleased that Nigeria decided last year to launch 
a Trade and Investment Dialogue with the European Union, to dis-
cuss exactly how to reap the full benefits of this relationship. Two 
editions of this Dialogue have already taken place and 2027 should 
be a year to decisively bring the EU-Nigeria economic partnership 
forward.  
Mignot is the Ambassador of the European Union to Nigeria and to 
the ECOWAS. 

TODAY, in homes, markets, and roadside stalls 
across Nigeria, well over 130,000 people will fall 

ill from something they ate or drank. That is what 
nearly 50 million foodborne illnesses a year looks 
like in daily terms, and tomorrow the figure will 
be much the same.  
  Behind every case is a chain that runs from farm 
or fishpond through slaughterhouse, mill, ware-
house, and market stall to the plate, and a weak-
ness at any link can make a family sick. The 
question before the nation is whether our insti-
tutions are built to guard that whole chain or 
whether it is time to reengineer the National 
Agency for Food and Drug Administration and 
Control (NAFDAC) by unbundling food safety into 
a dedicated national food safety agency. 
  After more than 30 years in food science and food 
safety training, I am alarmed by the level of unsafe 
food available in Nigeria's domestic food trade 
and by NAFDAC's failure to address these chal-
lenges. This is not an attack on NAFDAC, whose 
work to protect consumers deserves acknowl-
edgment. It is an argument about institutional de-
sign and the best use of public resources. 
A public health emergency on our plates 
The Federal Ministry of Health and Social Welfare 
has said that Nigeria records nearly 50 million 
foodborne illnesses and more than 53,000 deaths 
each year, based on the World Health Organisa-
tion’s updated global estimates for 2000 to 2021. 
About 4.26 million healthy life years are lost an-
nually. Children under five account for more than 
80 percent of the burden, and more than 40 mil-
lion of the illnesses are diarrheal infections linked 
to pathogens such as Salmonella and E. coli. 
  Behind each figure is a child kept out of school, a 
parent kept out of work, a hospital bill a poor 
household cannot afford, and, too often, a funeral. 
A burden of this magnitude is a public health 
emergency, an economic drag, and a threat to na-
tional development. It deserves an institution 
whose sole purpose is to reduce it. 
  The problem is regional, and Nigeria sits at its 
centre. The FAO’s assessment of the food safety 
burden in sub-Saharan Africa identifies Nigeria as 
the chief contributor to the regional total, largely 
because of its population, in a region that already 
carries the world’s highest per-capita burden of 
foodborne disease. As Africa’s most populous na-
tion, Nigeria moves the regional numbers more 
than any other country. Any continental effort to 
cut foodborne disease will, therefore, depend on 
whether Nigeria gets its own food safety system 
right. 
One regulator, too many mandates 
NAFDAC’s statutory mandate is exceptionally 
broad. It covers the manufacture, importation, ex-
portation, distribution, advertising, sale, and use 
of food, drugs, cosmetics, medical devices, pack-
aged water, chemicals, and detergents. Each area 
requires its own laboratories, scientists, inspec-
tors, legal expertise, and enforcement strategy. 
  Food safety, meanwhile, is a specialised discipline. 
It spans microbiological hazards, chemical con-

taminants, pesticide and veterinary drug residues, 
mycotoxins, additives, allergens, fraud, hygienic 
processing and cold chain management. It does 
not begin at the supermarket shelf. It begins in the 
field and the farmyard. When one agency must 
give equal weight to antimalarials, cosmetics, med-
ical devices and cassava flour, something competes 
for attention, funding and leadership time. That is 
no criticism of the men and women of NAFDAC. It 
is a structural reality, and structures can be re-
designed. 
Alerts are not the scorecard 
NAFDAC regularly issues public alerts and recalls 
for food products that may be counterfeit, un-
wholesome, unregistered, or non-compliant. Its 
archive includes alerts on counterfeit milk, un-
wholesome mayonnaise and soft drinks, unau-
thorised sugar imports, and an energy drink 
recalled for high caffeine levels. In March 2026, 
Public Alert No. 018/2026 reported suspected coun-
terfeit and unregistered infant cereal for sale in La-
gos, with possible tampering with the expiration 
date. Surveillance officers removed it from sale. 
  Alerts are necessary, and an alert can show that 
surveillance is working. But the number of alerts 
is a poor measure of performance. A high count 
may signal better detection; a low count may sig-
nal weaker detection. What Nigerians need to 
know is how quickly hazards are found, how far 
they spread before detection, whether affected 
products are fully traced and withdrawn, and 
whether the same offenders reappear. 
  Registration matters, but a registration number 
on a pack does not guarantee that every unit sold is 
authentic, properly handled, and safe until its ex-
piration date. The riskiest points are often the 
hand-offs, from farm to processor, processor to dis-
tributor, and distributor to retailer. A dedicated au-
thority could manage those hand-offs as a single 
national program, stopping unsafe food before it 
reaches the consumer rather than reporting it af-
ter the fact. 
The Senate’s moment 
The timing of this debate matters. In July 2026, the 
Senate advanced two bills touching this territory. 
The Food, Medical Products and Other Regulated 
Products Act, 2026 would consolidate and replace 
the Food, Drug and Related Products Act and the 
Food and Drugs Act, giving NAFDAC modernised 
powers on pre-registration evaluation, post-mar-
ket surveillance, traceability and mandatory recall.   
The Counterfeit Medical Products, Fake Drugs and 
Unwholesome Processed Foods (Prohibition and 
Control) Bill, 2026 would strengthen enforcement 
against counterfeiters. During the debate, the 
Deputy Senate President asked the committee to 
clearly define the relationship with the NAFDAC 
Act to avoid duplication. 
  These bills show that lawmakers recognise the 
weakness of decades-old laws, and they deserve 
support where they strengthen consumer protec-
tion. But they also sharpen the strategic choice. If 
the new framework is written only around NAF-
DAC’s existing portfolio, Nigeria will have mod-
ernised a bundled regulator without ever asking 
whether the bundle itself is the constraint. The 

cheapest moment to settle that question is before 
new powers are locked in. 
The National Food Safety and Quality Bill, 2022, 
which proposed a National Food Safety Council 
and Management Committee, did not, on the 
public record, become law. Policy gives direction; 
a bill proposes; only an enacted law binds. Nige-
ria has had much direction and too little binding 
law on whole-chain food safety. 
Six gaps a dedicated agency must close 
Nigeria has policies and expertise, but it has not 
properly harnessed them. The 2023 National Inte-
grated Guidelines for Foodborne Disease Surveil-
lance and Response, the National Policy on Food 
Safety and Quality and its Implementation Plan 
launched in June 2024, and the National Food 
Safety Management Committee are real founda-
tions. The question is whether they add up to a co-
ordinated, funded, and accountable system. Six 
gaps suggest they do not yet: Fragmented re-
sponsibility. 
Duties are spread across federal ministries, NAF-
DAC, the Standards Organisation of Nigeria, agri-
culture and livestock authorities, and state and 
local governments. Who leads when an outbreak 
crosses state lines? Who confirms a recall has 
reached every affected market? 
   Weak performance measurement. We need pub-
lic indicators: time from a credible complaint to 
an investigation, time from a confirmed hazard to 
public notice, share of affected lots withdrawn, re-
peat violations, and laboratory turnaround. 
  Patchy traceability. When food moves through in-
formal intermediaries and open markets, identi-
fying the source of an unsafe product is slow. A 
national framework must be affordable for small-
holders so it protects them rather than shutting 
them out. 
  Under-recognised foodborne disease. People of-
ten mistake symptoms for other conditions, and 
clusters are rarely linked to a common source. 
Hospitals, laboratories, veterinary services and in-
spectors must share data. 
  Uneven laboratory and inspection capacity. A 
new agency without validated testing, trained in-
spectors, and equipment would just be another 
office. Reform must come with a funded plan. 
Risks in informal markets. Most Nigerians buy 
from open markets, roadside vendors and small 
processors. The goal is not to criminalise infor-
mality but to make safe practice achievable, with 
training first and proportionate sanctions for 
high-risk violations. 
Re-engineering, not demolition 
Unbundling does not mean dismantling NAFDAC. 
NAFDAC would retain its non-food mandates, and 
its laboratories and expertise could be transferred 
or shared during a phased transition, with staff of-
fered a fair path into the new body. Whatever it is 
called, the new agency should coordinate risk as-
sessment, risk management, and risk communi-
cation; oversee controls from primary production 
through consumption; lead outbreak investiga-
tions, tracing, and national recalls; support small 
food businesses; and publish an annual perfor-
mance report with independently auditable data. 

  The law should include seven principles rather 
than leaving them to goodwill. Keep risk assess-
ment separate from risk management, so scientific 
advice is independent of commercial and political 
pressure. Define boundaries with NAFDAC, SON, 
the health ministry, agriculture authorities and 
states, naming a lead wherever responsibilities 
overlap. Settle grey areas such as food-contact ma-
terials, supplements, and agrochemicals, so no 
hazard falls between two agencies. Retain NAF-
DAC’s strengths. Ring-fence funding so the new 
body does not inherit the same resource squeeze. 
Build in federalism, since states and local govern-
ments run markets and abattoirs. And mandate 
transparency, including an annual appearance be-
fore the National Assembly. 
What other countries show 
No single model guarantees food safety. After food 
scares eroded public trust, the United Kingdom 
created its Food Standards Agency in 2000 to put 
consumers first and separate food safety advice 
from agricultural promotion.   Ireland has a dedi-
cated Food Safety Authority, and India established 
the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India 
in 2006 to consolidate fragmented laws. The WHO 
Global Strategy for Food Safety 2022 to 2030 pre-
scribes no single structure but calls for evidence-
based, coordinated, and adequately resourced 
systems. 
  The lesson is not to copy a flag. It is to secure a clear 
lead authority with defined legal powers, strong 
scientific and laboratory capacity, reliable surveil-
lance and traceability, rapid incident response, 
transparent reporting with independent over-
sight, and sustained funding for prevention. 
A call to action 
The burden of unsafe food falls hardest on infants, 
young children, older people and poor house-
holds, who have the least room to avoid risk or ab-
sorb the cost of illness. The Federal Government 
should urgently make a transparent, evidence-
based decision on a dedicated agency. The National 
Assembly should ensure that any food safety legis-
lation clearly defines powers, funding, coordina-
tion and oversight. Industry must take 
responsibility for the food it produces, imports, 
stores and sells. Universities, professional bodies, 
consumer groups and the media have their parts 
to play. State and local governments must be part-
ners from the start, because Abuja alone cannot 
manage food safety. 
  Nigeria already has policies, expertise and reform 
initiatives. What it lacks is a single, accountable in-
stitution whose success is measured by one thing: 
fewer Nigerians made sick by the food they eat. 
That institution should be a new agency radically 
empowered to regulate domestic and interna-
tional food trade; hence, the decision must not be 
left to drift. With bills already before the Senate, the 
moment to decide is now. 
  A safe food supply is not a privilege. It is a public 
health necessity, and Nigeria must organise its in-
stitutions to deliver it. 
Ikpeme is a rofessor of Food Science and Technology 
at the University of Calabar, a certified food scien-
tist and a HACCP lead instructor. 
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By Magnus Onyibe 

How wealth actually trickles down and the channels Nigeria broke 

PRESIDENT Bola Tinubu recently made a remarkable declaration 
about not going back to Egypt during a meeting at the Aso Rock 

Villa with City Boys, the campaign group driven by his son, Seyi Tin-
ubu. 
He declared: “I came and I removed subsidy the first day. I knew 
Nigeria would go bankrupt. There was nothing left to pay subsidy. 
I could listen to my political opponents promising a return to sub-
sidy. 
“I remember my scripture studies, both in the Bible and in the Holy 
Quran. When Moses and Musa left Egypt, they faced a challenge, and 
the Red Sea parted and gave way. You cannot ask Moses to go back 
to Egypt. 
  “With your energy and support, we will never go back to Egypt. No 
regrets.” 
Apparently, he was responding to former Vice President of Nigeria, 
Waziri Adamawa, Atiku Abubakar, an African Democratic Congress 
(ADC) presidential hopeful, who has promised to restore fuel sub-
sidy if elected in 2027. 
  Tinubu argued that removing petrol subsidy was necessary, point-
ing to the fact that Nigeria’s economy is now growing at 4.6%, along-
side several other positive indicators that demonstrate the 
country’s improving macroeconomic performance. 
  It is no coincidence that, on the same day, Finance Minister Taiwo 
Oyedele warned that a return to fuel subsidy could push the ex-
change rate to N4,000 to the dollar and petrol prices to N5,000 per 
litre. 
To further contextualise the “no going back to Egypt” remark, it is 
important to stress that Tinubu was also responding to concerns 
among some Nigerians who fear that the petrol price discount and 
modulation measures announced by the minister on October 8 
could be a disguised attempt to reintroduce fuel subsidy. Opposi-
tion politicians and concerned Nigerians have characterised the 
measures as a possible return to subsidy under a complex policy 
terminology. 
  In addition, the President’s statement may have been a direct re-
sponse to officials of the International Monetary Fund (IMF), who re-
cently cautioned Nigeria against restoring fuel subsidy during the 
IMF/World Bank Annual Meetings in Thailand. Some opposition 
leaders have been promising to reinstate the subsidy if elected, and, 
given the biting cost-of-living crisis, the proposition is becoming 

increasingly appealing to some Nigerians. 
  Incidentally, on September 1, nearly two months ago, I wrote a piece 
in this column titled “The Petrol Subsidy Dependency Syndrome 
and 2027 Elections.” In it, I began examining President Tinubu’s 
bold but painful reforms and explaining why the significant im-
provements recorded at the macroeconomic level have yet to trans-
late into corresponding relief at the microeconomic level. 
  I cautioned that the administration must not allow itself to be 
stampeded into reversing the reforms that have enabled it to 
achieve significant macroeconomic improvements. An excerpt 
from that article is reproduced below: 
  “I recalled that, at about the same time in 1973, some 53 years ago, 
a temporary measure was introduced to cushion the effects of a 
sharp increase in international oil prices following the outbreak of 
the conflict between Israel and the Arab world, known as the Yom 
Kippur War. 
  “Arab oil producers, in solidarity with Egypt, which had invaded 
Israel, launched what became known as the OPEC oil embargo. That 
event quadrupled the price of crude oil from $3 to $12 per barrel. To 
help Nigerians cope with the shock, the then Head of State, General 
Yakubu Gowon, introduced petroleum subsidy, which was sup-
posed to be a temporary measure. 
  “However, it gradually became a form of entitlement that the 
masses were reluctant to relinquish, though the elite had been 
among the greatest beneficiaries of the largesse. 
“These policies continued indefinitely because no end date was 
specified when they were introduced or enacted, as the case might 
be. 
  “Measures similar to those introduced by General Gowon to ame-
liorate the effects of the 1973 oil price shock are now being adopted 
by leaders in Europe and East Asia, who are reducing or removing 
taxes on petroleum products to help their citizens weather the 
storm of high energy costs. 
“The difference between temporary policy measures in Nigeria and 
those adopted by European and East Asian countries is that, 
whereas Nigeria’s measures were open-ended and consequently be-
came perpetual, the governments of those countries stipulated 
clear end dates from the outset.” 
I further argued: 
  “Now, a cross-section of Nigerians is referring to the measures 
taken by leaders in other jurisdictions to cushion the effects of oil 
price shocks on their citizens and is calling on President Tinubu to 
do the same. 

“Would the Nigerian President follow the example of his contem-
poraries around the world, or would he prefer not to ‘go back to 
Egypt’, just as the Israelites, according to the biblical account, did 
not want to return to Egypt after crossing the Red Sea? 
  “It is a decision that the President must make in light of the fact 
that petrol prices have risen by about 80%. However, if he decides 
to intervene, I reckon that it may be through tax relief, with clearly 
defined commencement and end dates.” 
I concluded: 
  “The lesson to be learnt from the standpoint of public policy for-
mulation is that, to avoid the kind of situation in which Nigeria has 
found itself, temporary measures should always have clearly de-
fined starting and ending dates.” 
  Remarkably, my advice to President Tinubu not to reverse the 
petrol subsidy removal policy, using the analogy of not going back 
to Egypt, was offered more than a month ago, as the excerpts above 
demonstrate. 
  It is gratifying that the President has now echoed the same ex-
pression. Last week, he declared, “We are not going back to Egypt,” 
underscoring his administration’s resolve not to return Nigeria to 
the petrol subsidy regime that he jettisoned on May 29, 2023, dur-
ing his inaugural address as President of Nigeria. 
It is worth recalling that on May 29, 2023, President Bola Tinubu re-
moved the fuel subsidy, thereby saving an estimated N4 trillion. 
Subsequently, the naira was floated, and over the past three years, 
Nigeria’s gross domestic product (GDP) growth rate has climbed 
back to the 4.3–4.6 per cent range, its highest level in ten years. Sim-
ilarly, banks declared profits ofN6.7 trillion in 2024, the highest in 
our history. 
  Yet, in the same year, 133 million Nigerians were living in multidi-
mensional poverty, according to a recent World Bank survey. 
This poverty is reflected in the daily lives of Nigerians. For instance, 
the cost of transportation from Oshodi to CMS in Lagos has quadru-
pled, rising from N300 to N1,200, while the price of a basket of 
tomatoes has increased from N15,000 to N60,000. 
  Although the high cost of tomatoes and other foodstuffs is also at-
tributable to insecurity, which has spread across the hinterland, 
farmers in Bauchi, Benue and Plateau states—areas renowned for 
their contributions to Nigeria’s food supply—are increasingly afraid 
of being kidnapped for ransom or killed.  
Read the remaining part of this article on www.guardian.ng                
Onyibe is an entrepreneur, public policy analyst, author,             
democracy advocate and development strategist. 

By Adeniyi Ifetayo 

THE third edition of the Elevate Africa Conven-
ing, held in Accra, Ghana, has ended with an 

ambitious declaration of commitment by promi-
nent African leaders, former and serving presi-
dents, traditional rulers and other influential 
personalities to champion a new development 
agenda anchored on economic integration, 
reparatory justice, institutional reforms, cultural 
ownership, human capital development and 
shared prosperity. 
  The two-day gathering, which brought together 
an impressive assembly of political leaders, cul-
tural ambassadors, investors, activists, en-
trepreneurs, academics, traditional rulers, 
development practitioners and stakeholders in 
the creative industries, provided a significant 
platform for interrogating Africa’s development 
challenges and exploring practical pathways to-
wards a continent capable of determining its 
own future. 
  Held under the theme, “Africa: Defining Her Fu-
ture,”  the convening was co-founded by the Olu 
of Warri, His Majesty Ogiame Atuwatse III, and his 
wife, Her Majesty Olori Atuwatse III, who brought 
together participants from different parts of the 
world to deliberate on issues shaping Africa’s po-
litical, economic, cultural and social develop-
ment. 
  Among the distinguished personalities at the 
gathering were former Nigerian President Good-
luck Jonathan, Sierra Leonean President Julius 
Maada Bio, former Malawian President Joyce 
Banda and former Mauritian President Ameenah 
Gurib-Fakim, alongside ministers, business lead-
ers and representatives of international institu-
tions. 
  Beyond the distinguished attendance and 
colourful atmosphere, what stood out was the de-
termination to move conversations about Africa's 
future beyond familiar declarations of potential 
to concrete commitments, institutional action 
and measurable outcomes. 
  At the heart of this ambition was the Accra Dec-
laration of Commitment, signed by participating 
leaders in their personal capacities at the Presi-
dential Roundtable on October 28, 2026. 
  The declaration outlines 19 commitments cov-
ering three broad areas: confronting the histori-

cal consequences of the transatlantic slave 
trade and strengthening relationships with the 
African diaspora; accelerating economic inte-
gration, trade, investment and creative owner-
ship; and rebuilding leadership, public trust 
and opportunities for future generations. 
  Importantly, the signatories did not present 
the declaration as a substitute for governmen-
tal policy. Rather, they invited African govern-
ments, the African Union, the African 
Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) Secre-
tariat, regional economic communities and 
other stakeholders to support and translate its 
commitments into practical policies and pro-
grammes. 
  One of the most compelling issues that domi-
nated discussions was the need for Africa to re-
define its understanding of wealth and 
development. 
Delivering the opening address, the Olu of 
Warri challenged African leaders to invest more 
deliberately in human capital, institutional de-
velopment and economic opportunities, argu-
ing that the continent's greatest asset was not 
its mineral deposits but the capabilities of its 
people. 
"The true wealth of any nation lies not beneath 
its soil, but within its people," he declared. 
The monarch warned that Africa's growing pop-
ulation would not automatically translate into 
prosperity without deliberate investments in 
education, healthcare, agriculture, innovation 
and other productive sectors. 
  With projections indicating that more than 
one in four people globally would be African by 
2050, he argued that the continent must pre-
pare its young population to compete in an in-
creasingly knowledge-driven global economy. 
  His position reinforced a recurring concern 
throughout the convening: Africa cannot con-
tinue to measure its development solely by the 
abundance of natural resources while neglect-
ing the human capabilities and institutions re-
quired to transform those resources into 
wealth. 
  The question of ownership also emerged as a 
major theme, particularly in discussions sur-
rounding Africa's creative economy and cul-
tural heritage. 
  Speaking on behalf of Dr Osahon Okunbo, 

founder of The Osahon Okunbo Foundation 
(TOOF), Nicole Asinugo, the foundation's Director 
of Partnerships and Communication, high-
lighted the importance of building institutions 
and policies capable of preserving Africa's cul-
tural heritage and ensuring that the continent's 
creative achievements translate into lasting eco-
nomic benefits. 
  Okunbo argued that international recognition 
of African artists and creative products would 
amount to little if the structures required to pro-
tect intellectual property, preserve cultural 
knowledge and create opportunities for emerg-
ing talents were absent. 
  Drawing from his experience growing up sur-
rounded by Benin artworks belonging to his late 
father, he emphasised that cultural heritage rep-
resented much more than artistic objects. It pre-
served the history, identity, beliefs and knowledge 
of generations. 
  His intervention raised important questions 
about who owns Africa's cultural products, who 
controls their commercial value and what the 
next generation stands to inherit. 
  The issue received further attention from Olori 
Atuwatse III, who challenged African govern-
ments, investors and business leaders to move be-
yond celebrating the global popularity of African 
music, fashion and films to securing ownership 
of the economic value they generate. 
  She noted that Africa earns only about one dollar 
from every 100 dollars generated through global 
trade in creative goods, describing the situation 
as a troubling disconnect between the conti-
nent's cultural influence and its economic re-
turns. 
“Our soft power should do more than make the 
world lean in. It should make the world buy in,” 
she said. 
  Referencing Afrobeats, Nollywood and African 
fashion, she observed that while African creativ-
ity increasingly commands international atten-
tion, much of the commercial value is captured 
elsewhere. 
  “The rhythm is ours. The colour is ours. Too of-
ten, the receipt is made out to someone else,” she 
said. 
  Her argument highlight the need for African-
owned creative businesses, stronger intellectual 
property protection, access to financing and com-

mercial platforms that enable creators to retain 
ownership and benefit from their work. 
  The discussions also placed considerable em-
phasis on the relationship between Africa and its 
diaspora, particularly the question of reparatory 
justice and the restoration of historical connec-
tions disrupted by slavery and colonialism. 
  The Accra Declaration called for greater recogni-
tion of the enduring consequences of the transat-
lantic slave trade, including the return of 
ancestral remains and cultural property, access to 
historical archives, formal apologies where ap-
propriate and consideration of measures to re-
store communities affected by the trade. 
  It also advocated policies that would make it eas-
ier for Africans in the diaspora to return to the 
continent through improved citizenship, resi-
dency, land ownership and recognition of pro-
fessional qualifications. 
  Significantly, the declaration distinguished repa-
rations from remittances, philanthropy, invest-
ment and development assistance, maintaining 
that historical justice should not be confused 
with ordinary economic transactions. 
  The call for a stronger relationship between 
Africa and the diaspora also extended to trade 
and investment, with participants advocating re-
newed commercial connections between the 
African continent and the Caribbean. 
 On continental integration, the declaration 
urged faster implementation of the AfCFTA, 
greater freedom of movement for Africans, visa-
free and visa-on-arrival arrangements, mutual 
recognition of qualifications and the eventual re-
alisation of an African passport. 
  It also called for improved roads, ports, electric-
ity and digital infrastructure to enable African 
businesses to expand across national borders 
without unnecessary restrictions. 
  Another significant issue was the need to ensure 
that Africa derives greater value from its natural 
resources. 
  Participants called for greater transparency in 
mining contracts, local processing of minerals 
and equitable benefits for communities whose 
lands and resources sustain extractive industries. 
Read the remaining part of this article on 
www.guardian.ng 
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Despite 2b more people online, digital 
divides persist in developing countries 

GLOBAL Internet connectivi-
ty surged in 2026, with two 

billion additional people gain-
ing access to the digital world. 
Yet despite this milestone, stark 
inequalities remain, as billions 
are still excluded from the 
opportunities of the online 
economy due to cost, infrastruc-
ture gaps, and limited digital lit-
eracy. 
   The International 
Telecommunication Union 
(ITU) reported that the number 
of Internet users worldwide has 
climbed to 6.3 billion, reflecting 
unprecedented growth in digi-
tal adoption. However, the 
expansion has not translated 
into universal access. 
   Developing regions continue 
to lag, with rural communities, 
women, and marginalised 
groups disproportionately 
affected. 
   According to ITU Facts and 
Figures 2026, released yester-
day, 6.3 billion people, or 76 per 
cent of the world's population, 
are using the Internet in 2026. 
   The figure is up from a revised 
estimate of 6.1 billion people, or 
74 per cent, in 2025. Despite the 
continued growth in connectiv-
ity, two billion people remain 
offline. 
   ITU Secretary-General, Doreen 
Bogdan-Martin, said: “In the age 
of AI, being offline means being 
shut out of countless opportu-
nities, from education to 
employment. Now more than 
ever, we need to expand connec-
tivity and make it meaningful 
for everyone, everywhere." 
   With Internet use now estimat-

ed to extend to more than three-
quarters of the global popula-
tion, Facts and Figures 2026 
showed continued progress 
toward universal connectivity. 
   At the same time, the data 
reveal persistent disparities in 
who is connected. For example, 
Internet use stands at 93 per 
cent in high-income countries, 
compared with just 32 per cent 
in low-income countries. 
   Closing gaps in the affordabili-
ty, availability, quality and use of 
digital technologies and servic-
es is essential to achieving uni-
versal and meaningful connec-
tivity, when everyone can use 
the Internet under optimal con-
ditions, at an affordable cost, 
wherever and whenever they 
need. 
    Director of ITU's 
T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
Development Bureau, Cosmas 
Luckyson Zavazava, said: “The 
continued expansion of global 
connectivity creates opportuni-
ties for socio-economic develop-
ment and supports wider 
access to emerging technolo-
gies such as artificial intelli-
gence.     
   “Facts and Figures 2026 shows 
us the significant progress 
achieved so far and the work 
that lies ahead of us to translate 
access to digital technologies 
into meaningful connections 
that can improve people's lives. 
For this to happen, we should 
also prioritise the delivery of 
digital skills. Without digital 
skills and meaningful connec-
tivity, the benefits of technolo-
gies risk remaining out of reach 
for many, reinforcing existing 
digital divides." 
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NIGERIA must raise econom-
ic growth to 10 per cent, 

from the current level of about 
four per cent, and urgently 
address corruption, weak 
investment and low productivi-
ty to create jobs and lift millions 
of citizens out of poverty, promi-
nent economic leaders have 
warned. 
   The Emir of Kano, 
Muhammadu Sanusi II; busi-
nessman Atedo Peterside; for-
mer President of the African 
Development Bank, Dr 
Akinwumi Adesina; Minister of 
Communications, Innovation 
and Digital Economy, Dr Bosun 
Tijani; and former Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
Director-General, Arunma Oteh, 
gave the warning yesterday, at 
the Oxford Global Think Tank 
Leadership Conference in 
Abuja. 
   They argued that Nigeria’s eco-
nomic challenge goes beyond 
achieving positive gross domes-
tic product (GDP) growth, insist-
ing that reforms must translate 
into higher household 
incomes, productive employ-

ment, improved public services 
and better living standards. 
   The speakers identified weak 
investment, corruption, inade-
quate infrastructure, underin-
vestment in human capital and 
the slow adoption of productivi-
ty-enhancing technologies as 
major obstacles to sustainable 
economic expansion. 
   Sanusi, a former governor of the 
Central Bank of Nigeria, cau-
tioned that improvements in 
macroeconomic indicators 
could create a misleading 
impression of economic recov-
ery if the welfare of ordinary 
Nigerians continued to deterio-
rate. 
    While acknowledging that the 
economy was growing by about 
4.5 per cent and some indicators 
had improved, he said GDP 
growth alone could not establish 
whether economic reforms were 
delivering meaningful benefits 
to citizens. 
    He pointed to the decline in 
GDP per capita since 2023, influ-
enced by economic growth and 
currency depreciation, as a rea-
son to question whether aggre-
gate economic gains were trans-

lating into improved living stan-
dards. 
    According to him, the real 
measures of economic progress 
should include household 
incomes, employment, access to 
healthcare and education, nutri-
tion and poverty reduction. 
   The implication, he argued, was 
that an economy could record 
growth while many citizens con-
tinued to struggle with the cost 
of living and limited access to 
economic opportunities. 
  Sanusi also warned against 
excessive dependence on portfo-
lio investments, which can be 
driven by attractive short-term 
returns and reverse when mar-
ket conditions change. 
   He called for deeper structural 
reforms, greater investment in 
infrastructure, stronger 
accountability and transparen-
cy, and reliable economic data to 
guide policy decisions. 
   His intervention underscored 
the need for the government to 
move beyond headline econom-
ic statistics and demonstrate 
how reforms are improving the 
productive capacity of the econ-
omy and the welfare of house-

holds. 
   Peterside was more direct 
about what he considered the 
central obstacle to achieving the 
growth Nigeria needs, blaming 
corruption, political patronage 
and regulatory harassment for 
discouraging investment and 
weakening private enterprise. 
   He argued that growth of about 
four per cent was inadequate for 
a country with Nigeria’s develop-
ment challenges, insisting that 
the economy needed to expand 
by as much as 10 per cent to gen-
erate sufficient jobs and improve 
living standards. 
   Achieving that target, he said, 
would require a substantial 
increase in investment relative 
to GDP, alongside an environ-
ment in which businesses could 
operate, expand and create 
employment without arbitrary 
interference. 
   Peterside accused government 
officials and regulators of sub-
jecting businesses, particularly 
small and medium-scale enter-
prises, to harassment and arbi-
trary demands that raise operat-
ing costs and discourage expan-
sion. 

Stakeholders proffer what Nigeria 
must do to beat poverty, create jobs
From Michael Olugbode, Abuja 

‘Transport sector loses N15tr yearly  
to insecurity, cargo diversion’ 

THE Lagos Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 

(LCCI) has disclosed that trans-
porters and logistics operators in 
Nigeria lose more than N15 tril-
lion yearly to insecurity, cargo 
diversion and unsafe transport 
corridors across the country’s 
highways. 
   The chamber also called on the 
Federal and State governments 
to formulate a 10-year transit 
plan to curb all the challenges in 
the transport sector. 
   Presenting a paper as a keynote 
speaker at the 30th anniversary 
of On The Highway and Road 
Annual Lecture with the theme: 
‘30 years on the Highways: Safety, 
Security and Sustainability – 
From Bad Roads to CNG 
Revolution,’ the Chairman of the 
LCCI Auto and Automotive 
Components Sectoral Group, Dr 
Femi Eguaikhide, called for 
urgent investment in integrated 
public transportation infrastruc-
ture and secure road networks. 
   Eguaikhide, who is also the 
Deputy Managing Director of RT 
Briscoe Nigeria Plc, said insecuri-
ty had become a major threat to 
the country's transportation and 
logistics businesses across the 
country. 
   He maintained that sustainable 
mobility could not be achieved 
when drivers were afraid to trav-

el at night and passengers felt 
unsafe at bus stops. 
   He noted that Nigeria's trans-
portation challenge went beyond 
road construction, noting that 
without an integrated public 
transportation system, the coun-
try would continue to play catch-
up. 
  He insisted that Nigeria needed 
more than isolated investments 
in highways, Bus Rapid Transit 
(BRT) lanes and motor parks. 
  According to him, Nigeria had 
continued to import fairly used 
buses and repair potholes three 
decades after On The Highway 
commenced operations, without 
making sufficient progress in 
developing an interconnected 
transportation system. 
   He declared that the absence of 
proper integration among 
Federal, State and Local govern-
ment transportation projects 
had continued to undermine effi-
ciency, road safety and passenger 
convenience. 
   To address the challenge, 
Eguaikhide called on govern-
ment at all levels to approve a 10-
year dedicated public transit 
infrastructure plan and proposed 
the construction of 1,000 kilome-
tres of dedicated transit lanes and 
50 modern interchange hubs 
across Lagos, Abuja, Kano, Port 
Harcourt and Enugu, with private 
sector participation. 

THE World Bank has criticised 
Nigerian state governments 

for expanding spending on 
roads and transport infrastruc-
ture faster than investments in 
education, healthcare and social 
protection, despite a significant 
increase in public revenues since 
2023. 
   The bank said the spending pat-
tern raised concerns about 
whether additional resources 
available to states were translat-
ing into better public services 
and improved living conditions. 
    A representative of the World 
Bank, Gloria Joseph-Raji, dis-
closed this at the launch of the 
11th edition of BudgIT’s State of 
States Report, themed: ‘From 
Allocation to Impact: Rethinking 
State Spending Priorities.’ 
   She said recent economic 
reforms, including exchange 
rate unification, petrol subsidy 
removal and improvements in 
tax administration, had signifi-
cantly expanded government 

revenues, giving states greater 
capacity to finance essential serv-
ices. 
   States had also benefited from 
federal government settlements 
of outstanding obligations, inter-
vention funds for infrastructure 
and security, and improved 
internally generated revenue 
(IGR). 
   “A few years ago, many states 
struggled to meet non-discre-
tionary expenditure commit-
ments, in particular civil service 
salaries. But our understanding 
today is that all states are meet-
ing their salary commitments, 
and they have additional 
resources available for service 
delivery,” she said. 
   However, Joseph-Raji said an 
assessment of expenditure pat-
terns across the 36 states showed 
that transport infrastructure 
investments had grown faster 
than spending on education, 
healthcare and social protection, 
including in states with weaker 
human capital outcomes. 

   The findings aligned with the 
World Bank’s October Nigeria 
Development Update, titled 
‘Beyond the Federal Purse – How 
Higher State Revenues Reshape 
State Priorities,’ which examined 
changes in state spending follow-
ing increased public revenues 
since 2023. 
    She said although most states 
had expanded infrastructure 
investments and reduced their 
debt burdens, particularly 
domestic debt, greater attention 
was needed to sectors with direct 
implications for citizens’ welfare. 
   “Allocating resources to sectors 
with the greatest development 
impact is therefore essential,” she 
said. 
   On revenue sources, Joseph-Raji 
said federation transfers 
remained the dominant source 
of funding for most states, 
accounting for more than three-
quarters of revenue in all but a 
handful of states in 2025. 
   Between 2021 and 2025, federa-
tion transfers contributed 73 per 

cent of aggregate state revenues, 
excluding Lagos State, which has 
a relatively large IGR base. 
   She warned that the depend-
ence exposed state finances to 
fluctuations in federally shared 
revenues, while internally gener-
ated revenue remained insuffi-
cient to support recurrent 
expenditure in most states. 
   “Moreover, IGR remains nar-
rowly based and is sufficient to 
cover recurrent expenditure in 
only two states,” she said. 
    She called for stronger public 
financial management, includ-
ing improved budget credibility, 
cash management, commit-
ment controls and public invest-
ment management, to ensure 
that increased revenues translat-
ed into better services. 
   She also urged states to inte-
grate fiscal risks and debt man-
agement into budget processes 
and properly capture donor-
funded activities in their budg-
ets, implementation reports and 
annual financial statements. 

World Bank criticises states for prioritising roads over social services 
By Abigail Ikhaghu 

By Olusegun Koiki 

By Adeyemi Adepetun 

lncoming Chief Executive Officer, Stena Bulk, Philip Eriksson (left); Chief Executive Officer, Stena Bulk, Erik Hanell; Head of Stena Sonangol 
Suezmax Pool, Jawert Johan; Board Member, Sonangol Trading and Shipping, Domingos Fernandes and Chief Executive Officer, Caverton 
Offshore Support Group (COSG) Olabode Makanjuola when the top management of Stena Sonangol Suezmax and Caverton Group Pool Meetings 
and Tour of Caverton MRO/ Training Center held at Ikeja, Lagos.
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Ingentia Energies Limited, Managing Director/Chief Executive officer, Victor Agbaroji (left) and NUPRC, Chief Executive, Oritsemeyiwa Eyesan, 
during the visit of Ingentia new MD/CEO to the Commission.
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Four tier-one banks’ profit rises 12.9% to N3.39tr in nine months 

FOUR tier-one banks delivered 
combined profit before tax 

(PBT) of N3.39 trillion in the nine 
months’ operations, about 13 
per cent higher than N3 trillion 
achieved in the corresponding 
period in 2025. 
   The four lenders, comprising 
First HoldCo Plc, Guaranty Trust 
Holding Company (GTCO) Plc, 
Access Holdings Plc and Zenith 
Bank Plc, posted a combined 
N386.31 billion increase in pre-
tax profit, reflecting improved 
earnings performance by three 
of the groups despite growing 
pressure on interest income 
and operating costs.   
  A breakdown of their unaudit-
ed nine-month performance 
showed that First HoldCo, the 

parent company of FirstBank, 
recorded the strongest growth, 
with its PBT rising by 60.84 per 
cent to N911.24 billion from 
N566.54 billion in the corre-
sponding period of 2025. 
   Zenith Bank followed with a 
1.24 per cent increase in pre-tax 
profit to N928.80 billion from 
N917.41 billion, while Access 
Holdings grew its PBT by 8.3 per 
cent to N667.36 billion from 
N616.25 billion. 
   Access Holdings recorded an 
8.3 per cent increase in profit 
before tax to N667.36 billion 
from N616.25 billion in the cor-
responding period of 2025, sup-
ported by improved core 
income and a significant reduc-
tion in impairment charges. 
    GTCO, however, posted a pre-

tax profit of N879.90 billion, 
down from N900.80 billion in 
the corresponding period of 
2025. 
  First HoldCo’s performance was 
supported by higher non-inter-
est income, lower impairment 
charges and gains from finan-
cial instruments, which helped 

offset pressure on its core inter-
est earnings. 
    Its nine-month net fee and 
commission income increased 
by 48.1 per cent to N316.4 billion 
from N213.7 billion, while 
impairment charges declined 
by 28.3 per cent to N207.10 bil-
lion from N288.92 billion.   

  For Access Holdings, the 8.3 per 
cent increase in pre-tax profit 
was supported by a 73.5 per cent 
reduction in impairment 
charges to N92.91 billion, while 
net fee and commission 
income rose by 12.4 per cent to 
N534.94 billion. The group also 
recorded a 32.1 per cent increase 

in net interest income after 
impairment to N1.20 trillion. 
   GTCO's performance was 
impacted by pressure from 
higher funding costs and fair-
value losses, despite improve-
ments in its asset quality and 
growth in some of its core 
income lines. 

     18

CHAMPION Breweries Plc’s 
revenue rose by 140 per 

cent to N51.4 billion in the nine 
months ended September 30, 
2026, from N21.4 billion record-
ed in the corresponding peri-
od of 2025, driven largely by 
the acquisition of enJOYbev 
B.V. 
  The company said the revenue 

growth reflected the consolida-
tion of enJOYbev, although 
sales volumes at its standalone 
brewery business declined 
amid weak consumer demand 
and broader industry pres-
sures. 
   Operating profit increased by 
48 per cent to N6.3 billion from 
N4.3 billion, while profit after 
tax grew marginally to N2.18 
billion from N2.05 billion. 

  The modest increase in net 
profit, despite higher revenue 
and operating profit, was part-
ly due to increased finance 
costs arising from acquisition 
funding and prevailing inter-
est rates. 
   The company also reported a 
net tax credit of about N1.3 bil-
lion, largely from deferred tax 
recognised on temporary dif-
ferences in line with the 

International Accounting 
Standard 12. 
  Champion Breweries said the 
integration of enJOYbev had 
expanded its operations into 
new product categories and 
brands, reducing its reliance 
on a single market segment. It 
added that the acquisition 
would create opportunities to 
share distribution networks 
and enter new markets. 

Champion Breweries’ revenue rises 140% to N51.4b on enJOYbev acquisition 

ABBEY Bank Plc has received 
an affirmation of its short-

term credit rating of “Bbb-” and 
“A3” by Agusto & Co., reflecting 
the Bank’s improved capitalisa-
tion and strong liquidity profile. 
   The affirmation of the A3 rating 
underscores the Bank’s capacity 
to meet its short-term financial 

obligations, supported by its 
robust liquidity position and 
strengthened balance sheet. 
Agusto & Co. also assigned a 
Stable Outlook to the Bank’s rat-
ings, reflecting expectations that 
its strengthened financial posi-
tion, expanding franchise and 
increasing earnings diversifica-

tion will support its credit pro-
file. 
    The rating affirmation comes 
as Abbey Bank advances its trans-
formation from a national mort-
gage bank to a regional com-
mercial bank, following 
approval from the Central Bank 
of Nigeria (CBN) in June 2026. 

The Bank is preparing to com-
mence commercial banking 
operations in November 2026, 
with a strategic focus on 
expanding its financial services 
offerings across the South-West, 
South-South and North-West 
regions, as well as the Federal 
Capital Territory, Abuja.  

Abbey Bank retains A3 rating as capital, liquidity improve 

THE Federal Government has 
uncovered unauthorised 

electricity connections involv-
ing about 14 industrial cus-
tomers along a particular corri-
dor, with unpaid electricity 
charges exceeding N400 mil-
lion over the last few years. 

  Minister of Power, Joseph 
Tegbe, disclosed this yesterday 
at the 2026 Manufacturers 
Energy Security and Energy 
Efficiency Summit in Lagos, 
saying the government would 
pursue recovery and hold 
those responsible accountable. 

  He said the unauthorised 
connections deprived the elec-

tricity sector of revenue needed 
to sustain supply and unfairly 
burdened consumers who 
paid their bills. He urged manu-
facturers to support lawful elec-
tricity connections, warning 
that “this abuse cannot be 
allowed to continue.”  
  Tegbe also disclosed that the 
President had approved a coor-
dinated anti-vandalism cam-
paign involving railway securi-
ty agencies to protect critical 
national assets and hold offend-
ers accountable. He described 
vandalism as a serious threat to 
the power sector, saying it dam-
aged critical infrastructure and 
disrupted electricity supply. 

   Outlining the government's 

plans to address the sector's 
challenges, the minister said it 
had developed a four-pronged 
roadmap covering grid stan-
dardisation, sector liquidity 
and sustainability, asset optimi-
sation, and expansion. 

   He said the approach would 
prioritise major electricity 
demand centres through corri-
dors that align generation, 
transmission and distribution 
with demand. Lagos, he added, 
had been identified as the 
country's first energy-zone cor-
ridor because it accounts for 50 
per cent of national electricity 
demand. 

  According to him, the gov-
ernment is working with the 

Lagos State Government to 
identify constraints affecting 
supply in the state. 

  Tegbe said a technical audit, 
which had been underway for 
four weeks, was expected to 
establish a diagnostic baseline 
for identifying infrastructure 
problems and prioritising 
interventions. He said the 
exercise was necessary to pre-
vent spending money on the 
wrong projects without proper-
ly identifying the sector's needs. 

   He identified constrained 
gas supply, ageing equipment, 
network bottlenecks, vandal-
ism and electricity theft among 
the challenges affecting the 
sector. 

with the Commission since the 
appointment of Victor 
Agbaroji, an engineer, as 
Managing Director/Chief 
Executive Officer and provided 
an opportunity to present the 
company's progress, growth 
ambitions, and long-term 
vision for sustainable value cre-
ation. 
  Leading the Ingentia Energies 
delegation, Agbaroji was 
received by the Commission 
Chief Executive, Mrs 

Ingentia Energies deepens NUPRC ties, eyes 30,000 bopd by 2030 

FG to recover N400m unpaid charges, pledges to tackle power shortages 

Higher revenues fail to improve living  
conditions in states, BudgIT warns 

DESPITE increased revenues 
and higher capital spend-

ing by state governments, 
Nigerians are yet to see corre-
sponding improvements in 
public services and living con-
ditions, the 2026 State of States 
Report by BudgIT has revealed. 
   The report, which assessed 
the 2025 fiscal performance of 
35 states, found that rising gov-
ernment revenues were not 
necessarily translating into 
better healthcare, education, 
agriculture, water supply and 
other essential services, amid 
growing operating costs and 
weaknesses in budget imple-
mentation. 
   It warned that the fiscal gains 
arising from the removal of 
petrol subsidy and exchange 
rate reforms risk becoming an 
expansion of government 
spending without correspon-
ding improvements in citi-
zens' welfare. 
   According to the report, fed-
eral allocations to the 35 states 

assessed increased from about 
N5.4 trillion in 2023 to N11.38 
trillion in 2024, significantly 
expanding the resources avail-
able to subnational govern-
ments. 
   However, the increased 
inflows have not automatically 
strengthened states' capacity 
to deliver public services, with 
BudgIT arguing that fiscal per-
formance should be measured 
by how effectively govern-
ments convert available 
resources into tangible devel-
opment outcomes. 
  The report also highlighted 
the continued dependence of 
several states on federal alloca-
tions, despite improvements 
in internally generated rev-
enue (IGR). 
  While Lagos generated N1.71 
trillion in IGR in 2025, account-
ing for 67.72 per cent of its 
recurrent revenue, federal allo-
cations accounted for 79.28 per 
cent of Kano's recurrent rev-
enue, 82.90 per cent of Abia's 
and 86.47 per cent of 
Anambra's total revenue. 

'Cybersecurity rules risk disrupting  
business without rollout' 

THE Association of Corporate 
Treasurers of Nigeria (ACTN) 

has warned that the implemen-
tation of Nigeria's 2027 data 
localisation and cybersecurity 
requirements could disrupt 
business operations if regula-
tors fail to provide practical 
timelines and address infra-
structure readiness. 
   The association urged the 
Federal Government and rele-
vant regulatory agencies to con-
sider the cost and availability of 
local digital infrastructure 
before enforcing the require-
ments, stressing that data sover-
eignty and cybersecurity objec-
tives must not undermine busi-
ness continuity and the smooth 
flow of commerce. 
   President and Chairman of 
Council of ACTN, Adeyinka 
Ogunnubi, gave the warning at 
a press conference in Lagos 
ahead of the 2026 Treasury360 
Conference, Exhibition and 
Corporate Treasury Awards. 
   Ogunnubi said the Central 
Bank of Nigeria (CBN) and the 
National Information 
Technology Development 
Agency (NITDA) had introduced 
data localisation requirements 

mandating that payment trans-
action data generated in Nigeria 
be stored and managed within 
the country from January 2027. 
    He also highlighted the 
National Sovereign Cloud 
Initiative by NITDA and the Cyber 
Resilience Framework for the 
Nigerian Communications 
Sector, led by the Nigerian 
Communications Commission 
(NCC), with obligations sched-
uled to take effect on February 23, 
2027. 
   He said the measures would 
have significant implications for 
financial institutions and busi-
nesses whose payment plat-
forms, banking systems and 
treasury operations depended 
on digital networks.   
   "Our payments, our banking 
platforms and our treasury sys-
tems all run on these networks, 
so their resilience is our 
resilience," he said. 
   The ACTN president called for 
sustained investment in digital 
infrastructure, cybersecurity 
and financial system resilience, 
noting that organisations 
required reliable, secure and 
accessible systems to support 
increasingly interconnected 
financial services. 

By Helen Oji 

By Victoria Nwachukwu 

INGENTIA Energies Limited 
has reaffirmed its commit-

ment to operational excel-
lence, growth and regulatory 
compliance following a cour-
tesy visit to the Nigerian 
Upstream Petroleum 
Regulatory Commission 
(NUPRC) at its headquarters in 
Abuja. 
  The visit marked the compa-
ny's first official engagement 

Oritsemeyiwa Eyesan, along-
side members of the 
Commission's leadership 
team. During the engagement, 
Agbaroji highlighted Ingentia 
Energies' operational progress, 
revealing that the company 
has increased production to 
over 5000 bopd, representing 
significant growth since 
assuming operatorship of its 
asset. He noted that the 
achievement reflects the com-

pany's commitment to opera-
tional excellence, responsible 
asset development, and value 
creation, while positioning it 
for its next phase of growth. 
    As part of discussions around 
the company's future direc-
tion, Agbaroji outlined 
Ingentia Energies' ambition to 
achieve 30,000 BPD by 2030, 
supported by continued 
investment in technical devel-
opment and growth opportu-
nities.  

By Benjamin Alade 

By Isaac Chibuife 

By Victoria Nwachukwu 

By Isaac Chibuife 
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THE continued inability of 
indigenous shipowners 

to access the Cabotage Vessel 
Financing Fund (CVFF) for 
over 22 years, as well as the 
controversy surrounding 
the amount contributed by 

22 years without CVFF access spurs audit call
Stories by Adaku Onyenucheya

the present and former 
Director-Generals of the 
Nigerian Maritime 
Administration and Safety 
Agency (NIMASA) has again 
heightened uncertainty 
about the funds, actual accru-

als and interest generated in 
both the CVFF account and 
the Treasury Single Account 
(TSA). 
    Even officials at NIMASA, the 
Federal Ministry of 
Transportation, the Federal 

Ministry of Marine and Blue 
Economy, the Central Bank 
of Nigeria (CBN), and the 
Ministry of Finance are 
uncertain about the fund’s 
whereabouts and have given 
conflicting figures. 

Chairman, Freight Forwarders Group Lagos Chamber of Commerce and Industry (LCCI), Las Alli Shobande (left); President/Chairman of Council, LCCI, 
Leye Kupoluyi, and National Secretary General, Association of Maritime Truck Owners (AMATO), Mohammed Sani at the LCCI Freight Forwarders Trade 
Group Strategic Stakeholders’ Engagement held in Lagos.

TRUCKERS have stressed 
that improving the Apapa 

and Tin Can Island Ports 
requires coordination 
among cargo readiness, truck 
staging, call-up authorisa-
tion, terminal capacity, 
empty-container returns, and 
port gate operations, rather 
than just controlling the 
number of trucks. 
  The truckers, under the aegis 
of the Association of 
Maritime Truck Owners 
(AMATO), said the responsi-
bilities of all parties involved 
were clear, with the Nigerian 
Ports Authority (NPA) coordi-
nating and supervising oper-
ations, the Truck Transit Park 
(TTP) operator maintaining 
an accountable call-up plat-
form, terminal operators pro-
viding accurate receiving 
information, government 
agencies enforcing the rules 
consistently, shipping com-
panies and freight forwarders 

supporting proper schedul-
ing, and truck owners com-
plying with approved proce-
dures. 
   Recall that the Managing 
Director of NPA, Dr Abubakar 
Dantsoho, had highlighted 
the cause of port congestion, 
noting that cargo previously 
remained at Lagos ports for as 
long as three weeks, while the 
Apapa access road, designed 
to accommodate approxi-
mately 2,400 trucks daily, car-
ried more than 7,000 trucks. 
   Speaking at the Lagos 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (LCCI) Freight 
Forwarders Trade Group 
Strategic Stakeholders’ 
Engagement, the National 
President of AMATO, Remi 
Ogungbemi, said port con-
gestion is not merely a prob-
lem of inadequate road space 
or excessive truck numbers, 

but a reflection of challenges 
with truck staging, terminal 
scheduling, empty-contain-
er returns and enforcement 
of port access requirements. 
  Ogungbemi, who was repre-
sented by the National 
Secretary General, 
Mohammed Sani, also raised 
concerns about trucks 
approaching port access 
roads without proper call-up 
authorisation, complete doc-
umentation or the required 
NPA Minimum Safety 
Standard sticker, which 
require proper investigation 
and verification.   
  Ogungbemi stressed that 
the call-up system must do 
more than issue tickets by 
verifying the actual truck, 
confirming its presence at an 
approved park or pre-gate, 
establishing its queue posi-
tion and authorising move-

ment in line with terminal 
readiness. 
   He said every truck must sat-
isfy identity, destination, safe-
ty and movement-authorisa-
tion requirements before 
entry, noting that any excep-
tion, including emergency 
movement, must be justified, 
authorised and electronically 
recorded. 
   Ogungbemi also raised con-
cerns on the release of trucks 
without regard to terminal 
receiving capacity, noting 
that this activity merely 
transfers congestion from 
parks to port access roads, 
bridges and adjoining corri-
dors. 
   AMATO chief recommended 
a batch-release system based 
on verified terminal capacity, 
with truck movements 
scheduled according to the 
number of vehicles each ter-
minal can reasonably receive 
within a given period. 

Truckers blame port gridlock on poor scheduling

   This has led maritime stake-
holders to demand a forensic 
audit of the account from 
2004 to date before disburse-
ment to the indigenous 
shipowners that applied for 
the funds. 
   The present DG of NIMASA, 
Dr Dayo Mobereola, and the 
former, Temisan Omatseye, 
differed last week over the 
conversion of the fund’s dol-
lar component to naira. 
   Omatseye said the agency 
had N52 billion in fixed 
deposit when he left office in 
December 2010, which com-
prised both the CVFF and the 
Maritime Fund, adding that 
the conversion of dollar-
denominated funds into 
naira was carried out on the 
directive of the Accountant-
General of the Federation 
(AGF), based on the interest 
rates offered by commercial 
banks on naira and dollar 
deposits at the time. 
   The Guardian found that the 
fund was initially quoted at 
$195 million and in 2019 to 
2020, the then DG of NIMASA, 
Dakuku Peterside, claimed it 
had reached $200 million. 
   His successor, Dr Bashir 
Jamoh, in 2023, said $350 mil-
lion was available as the dol-
lar component, alongside a 
N16 billion naira component. 
  A former Minister of State for 
Transportation, Gbemisola 
Saraki, also confirmed the 
$350 million figure but 
acknowledged the uncertain-
ty surrounding the actual 
balance. 
  However, in May 2023, the 
House of Representatives dis-

closed that the CVFF account 
with the Central Bank of 
Nigeria (CBN) held $360 mil-
lion. 
  Most recently, Mobereola, 
said the fund now stands at 
$700 million. 
    Meanwhile, a document 
obtained from NIMASA by 
Borderless Ltd/ Gte through a 
Freedom of Information 
(FOI) request, detailing trans-
actions from January 2007 to 
October 2022, revealed that 
N20,613,344,488.8 was trans-
ferred from local banks to 
the TSA, while 
N16,953,322,635.17 was paid 
directly into the TSA, bring-
ing total naira collections to 
N37,566,667,123.97. 
   For the dollar collections, 
$257,228,760.32 was paid 
directly to the CBN/Access 
Bank and $12,147,632.66 held 
by the Office of the Auditor-
General for the Federation, 
totaling $269,376,392.98. 
    The FOI requests by the 
Nigerian content advocacy 
group also uncovered alarm-
ing mismanagement of 
accrued interest, which the 
group’s founder, Tunde 
Kasamotu, said raises serious 
questions about financial 
accountability and steward-
ship. 
    Regarding interest accrued, 
only figures from the dollar 
accounts were disclosed. The 
default Afribank generated 
$1,516,928.14; Platinum/ 
Keystone Bank accrued 
$40,326.46; Access Bank 
earned $11,594.32, while 
Guaranty Trust Bank (GTB) 
held $43,333.81. 

THE Lagos State All 
Progressives Congress 

(APC) governorship candi-
date, Dr Obafemi Hamzat, has 
announced plans to expand 
water transportation infra-
structure, improve ferry serv-
ices and integrate water trans-
port with road and rail net-
works. 
  He disclosed this as part of his 
100-point campaign mani-
festo, noting that his adminis-
tration, through the proposed 
Omi Eko initiative, would 
dredge an additional 140 kilo-
metres of water corridors. 
   He said he would also opti-
mise 15 ferry routes and refur-
bish 27 of the state’s 47 ferry 
terminals to boost growth in 
water transportation. 
   Hamzat also pledged to pro-
cure 75 electric vessels as part 
of efforts to improve water 
transportation and increase 

passenger movement across 
the state. 
  According to him, the pro-
posed interventions are 
designed to maximise the 
use of Lagos’ waterways as 
an alternative transporta-
tion network, given the 
state’s geographical features 
and road traffic congestion. 
   He further proposed an 
integrated transportation 
system that would connect 
rail, road and water trans-
port under a unified ticket-
ing arrangement. 
  “What this does is that it 
allows us to move more 
water. Lagos, we must know, 
is a water state. The lagoon 
must therefore be our third 
highway. One ticket, one 
turntable, one integrated 
service across rail, road, and 
water,” he stated. 
  Meanwhile, boat operators 

have charged the incoming 
government to introduce 
subsidies for boat engines 
and flexible repayment 
arrangements to help opera-
tors whose businesses have 
been affected by faulty 
engines, damaged boats and 
other operational chal-
lenges. 
   Outlining their expecta-
tions for the continued 
development of water trans-
portation and the blue econ-
omy in Lagos State, they also 
called for the provision of 
more jetties, fuel stations 
and financial support 
  Deputy Chairman, 
Association of Tourist Boat 
Operators and Water 
Transporters of Nigeria 
(ATBOWATON), Lagos State 
Chapter, Babatunde Segun, 
said boat operators struggle 
with inadequate jetties, forc-

ing them to travel long dis-
tances to access suitable 
operating locations. 
   Segun stressed that more 
interventions were needed, 
particularly in remote com-
munities where access to jet-
ties and fuel stations 
remained limited. 
  He identified financial sup-
port for boat operators as 
another critical area requir-
ing government attention, 
explaining that some opera-
tors had lost their boats or 
were struggling with faulty 
engines, thereby affecting 
their livelihoods and opera-
tional capacity. 
   Segun appealed for subsi-
dies on boat engines and 
flexible repayment arrange-
ments to enable affected 
operators to rebuild their 
businesses and return to 
optimal operations. 

Hamzat plans waterways expansion, ferry upgrade to boost transit

APM Terminals Nigeria has 
underscored the impor-

tance of efficient ports, mod-
ern infrastructure, effective 
cargo evacuation systems, 
and stronger public-private 
collaboration in enabling 
trade, improving productivi-
ty and supporting Nigeria’s 
economic growth. 
  The call was made during a 
plenary session at the 32nd 
Nigerian Economic Summit 
(NES) held in Abuja. 
  Chief Executive Officer of 
APM Terminals Nigeria, Koen 
De Backker, reinforced the 
critical role ports play in facil-
itating trade and creating 
economic value, noting that 
the terminal operator’s job is 
to facilitate trade, enable 
cargo movement in and out 
of the port, and to create 
wealth and prosperity for the 
population of Nigeria. 
  Highlighting capacity con-
straints within ports as a key 
challenge, De Backker 
explained that containers 
remaining too long at termi-
nals reduce the capacity avail-
able to keep cargo moving. 
   He stressed the need to 
diversify cargo evacuation 
beyond road transportation 
by expanding alternatives 
such as barge and rail trans-
port.  
  He cited APM Terminals’ 
logistics centre in the Ibadan 
area, where export cargo is 
consolidated, stuffed into 
containers and moved by rail 
into the terminal, as an exam-
ple of how alternative trans-

port links can support cargo 
flows. 
   De Backker also emphasised 
the need to modernise 
Nigeria’s ageing port infra-
structure, noting that tech-
nology, specialised expertise 
and investment are essential 
to increasing capacity and 
efficiency.  
  Rather than viewing private-
sector participation simply 
as privatisation, he described 
it as an opportunity to “pro-
fessionalise the infrastruc-
ture, modernise, and get 
experts in.” 
  He further highlighted col-
laboration with government 
agencies, Customs and clear-
ing agents as central to 
achieving meaningful 
improvements.  
  Citing the deployment of 
cargo scanners, De Backker 
said collaboration with 
Customs had enabled con-
tainers to be scanned rather 
than relying solely on physi-
cal examinations, thereby 
improving efficiency and 
security. 
    According to him, this 
helped reduce import con-
tainer dwell time from 18 to 
14 days, resulting in faster 
cargo availability and lower 
costs. 
    Chairman of the Nigerian 
Economic Summit Group 
(NESG), Olaniyi Yusuf, 
stressed the need for eco-
nomic growth to create 
value, expand opportunities, 
and improve living stan-
dards.  

APM Terminals pushes port 
upgrade to cut cargo delays

• Stakeholders demand forensic probe of fund management

• Suggest e-tagging, manifest control, others
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Nigeria targets 90% local Internet traffic, regional hub power

Localisation: CBN, NITDA lead operators into sovereign cloud era

Nigerians get battery-strong POCO device this November

NIGERIA’s Internet Exchange Point of Nige-
ria (IXPN) marked its 20th anniversary 

with a bold declaration: by 2046, the country 
aimed to achieve 90 per cent local Internet 
traffic, positioning itself as Africa’s digital hub. 
    At the gala event, themed: ‘The Digital 
Bridge: The Next Connection’, IXPN Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer, Muhammed Rudman, re-
flected on the journey from humble 
beginnings in 2006 to today’s thriving ecosys-
tem. 
    “The next connection is ours to build. To-
gether, we can connect Nigeria to its next dig-
ital future,” he said, underscoring the 
institution’s vision for the next two decades. 
   When IXPN began operations in 2006, only 
one per cent of Nigeria’s traffic was local, with 
99 per cent routed internationally. This re-
liance on foreign bandwidth meant higher 
costs, slower speeds, and limited digital inde-
pendence. 
  Two decades later, IXPN has achieved a re-
markable turnaround. Today, up to 70 per 
cent of traffic is now local, saving Nigeria an 
estimated $40 million yearly in international 
transit costs, according to a 2020 ISOC study. 
   As of today, the exchange now boasts over 130 
connected networks, over 200 connected 
ports, 13 points of presence nationwide, and 
400G ports available 
  This growth was made possible by early sup-
port from the Nigerian Communications 
Commission (NCC) and the National Infor-
mation Technology Development Agency 
(NITDA), alongside collaboration with Inter-
net Service Providers, telcos, universities, and 
engineers. 
   Looking ahead, IXPN’s vision is clear: by 2046, 
Nigeria will not only connect all 36 states and 
the FCT with affordable domestic fibre but 
also serve as Africa’s content hub. 
   Rudman listed the key pillars of this ambi-
tion, including national reach, which will en-
sure interconnection across Nigeria. 
  There will also be content localisation. This 

includes hosting more cloud, AI, and digital 
services within Nigeria and West Africa. The 
target will also see IPv6 adoption, ensuring a 
future-ready Internet infrastructure. 
   According to the IXPN boss, there will also 
be university partnerships. He said that over 
100 universities would have been connected 
by 2030 to anchor research, local hosting, and 
demand for fibre. 
   “Our ambition is to grow local hosting, IPv6, 
and regional participation until Nigeria 
serves Africa from Nigeria,” Rudman empha-
sised. 
    Rudman said the implications of achieving 
90 per cent local traffic are profound. Ac-
cording to him, “Economic Independence: 
Nigeria would save billions in international 
transit costs over the next two decades, free-
ing resources for infrastructure and innova-
tion. 
   “Digital Sovereignty: By keeping traffic 

within its borders, Nigeria gains greater con-
trol over its internet ecosystem, reducing vul-
nerability to external disruptions. 
  “Faster, Cheaper Internet: Local routing 
means lower latency and more affordable 
broadband for businesses, schools, and 
homes. 
   “Regional Leadership: Nigeria could become 
the primary hub for Africa’s digital economy, 
hosting content, cloud services, and AI plat-
forms for the continent. 
   “Innovation Ecosystem: Universities and 
startups would benefit from stronger local 
hosting, encouraging research, entrepre-
neurship, and digital skills development.” 
     He stressed that “If Nigeria achieves 90 per 
cent local traffic, it won’t just be a technical 
milestone; it will redefine Africa’s digital 
map.” 
    To meet rising demand, IXPN has outlined 
a phased technology plan. These are that 

from 2027 to 2029, there will be expansion of 
400G ports with diverse fibre paths. 
    From 2030 to 2032, there should be intro-
duction of 800G optics, ensuring efficiency 
and interoperability. From 2033 to 2036, Nige-
ria should see the evaluation of 1.6T capacity 
through operational trials. 
   This roadmap, according to Rudman, en-
sures Nigeria’s Internet backbone remains af-
fordable, scalable, and resilient, aligning with 
global standards while meeting local de-
mand. 
   IXPN also plans to expand its service offer-
ings. There would be private and cloud con-
nections with clear support terms, remote 
peering and regional access to partner ex-
changes, automation and security services in-
cluding route alerts and attack filtering, and 
neutral interconnection for AI and compute 
services, ensuring Nigeria remains central to 
Africa’s digital economy. 

THE Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN), in collaboration with the 

National Information Technology 
Development Agency (NITDA), has 
taken a decisive step toward ad-
vancing the implementation of sov-
ereign cloud for the country’s 
financial sector.  
  This initiative is designed to 
strengthen data sovereignty, en-
hance cybersecurity resilience, and 
ensure that critical financial infor-
mation remains within Nigeria’s ju-
risdiction.  
  By aligning regulatory oversight 
with cutting-edge cloud infrastruc-
ture, the partnership aims to foster 
trust, innovation, and efficiency 
across the banking ecosystem. 
    At the heart of this move is the 
recognition that financial data is a 
strategic national asset that re-
quires ro-
b u s t  
protec-
t i o n  

and improve the resilience of the in-
frastructure supporting Nigeria’s 
payment system. 
   Yuguda emphasised that localisa-
tion alone would not guarantee se-
curity. Financial institutions and 
their technology partners must 
maintain effective cybersecurity, 
business continuity, disaster recov-
ery, and risk management arrange-
ments. He added that regulated 
institutions would remain ac-
countable for risks arising from 
their reliance on cloud and other 
third-party providers. 

against external threats. Sovereign 
cloud adoption will not only safe-
guard sensitive information but 
also support compliance with 
global standards while promoting 
local capacity development. 
Through this collaboration, CBN 
and NITDA are positioning Nigeria’s 
financial institutions to leverage se-
cure, scalable cloud solutions that 
drive digital transformation and 
economic competitiveness. 
    This was disclosed at the Africa Hy-
perscalers-organised Executive Reg-
ulatory Dialogue on NSCI 
Implementation and Data Localisa-
tion in Lagos. The event brought to-
gether representatives from 
commercial banks, fintech compa-
nies, payment service banks, 
switching and processing compa-
nies, microfinance institutions, 

cloud providers, data centres, 
cybersecurity firms, sys-

tem integrators and 
other technology 
companies support-
ing Nigeria’s financial 

sector. 
    The dialogue fo-

cused on the practical 
steps required to mi-

grate critical financial 
data and workloads to 
secure infrastructure 

within Nigeria. 

NIGERIAN smartphone shoppers welcomed a new 
entrant this November as POCO officially launches 

the C95 Pro. The mid-range device is being positioned 
as a reliable companion for everyday use, with the 
company highlighting its focus on battery strength, 
performance, and connectivity.  
   At the heart of the C95 Pro is a massive 7,500mAh bat-
tery paired with 45W turbo charging, designed to keep 
users powered through long hours of gaming, stream-
ing, and social activity. Complementing this is a 6.9-
inch display with refresh rates of up to 120Hz, offering 
smoother visuals for entertainment and productivity 
alike. POCO said this combination is designed to re-
duce charging interruptions while enhancing the 
viewing experience. 
   POCO’s C95 Pro went on sale in Nigeria on November 
3, with the company positioning the device around 
battery power, reliability and everyday connectivity. 

The release adds another option for shoppers consid-
ering a phone purchase ahead of peak Black Friday ac-
tivity. 
  Marketing Manager, POCO NG, Sonia Gao, said: “At 
POCO, we believe great smartphone experiences 
should come without compromise. With the POCO C95 
Pro, we focused on what matters most to our users: a 
massive 7,500mAh battery, 45W turbo charging, and 
an immersive 6.9-inch display with up to 120Hz refresh 
rate. It’s all about delivering more power, more enter-
tainment, and more freedom to enjoy every moment.” 
    “Life moves fast, and your phone should keep up. 
With a massive 7,500mAh battery, the POCO C95 Pro is 
built to power you through long days of gaming, 
streaming, and everything in between. And when it’s 
time to recharge, 45W turbo charging helps you get 
back in action quickly. Less time worrying about bat-
tery life, more time doing what you love.”

Discussions covered implementa-
tion planning, cybersecurity, oper-
ational resilience, provider 
assurance, third-party risk and col-
laboration among regulators, fi-
nancial institutions and technology 
providers. 
   Opening the dialogue, the Direc-
tor-General of NITDA, Kashifu Inuwa 
Abdullahi, described digital sover-
eignty as a matter of national re-
silience and economic security. He 
explained that the objective is not 
to isolate Nigeria from global tech-
nology or require the country to 

build every system independently, 
but to develop sufficient capacity 
and control to keep essential serv-
ices operating during external dis-
ruption. 
   Deputy Governor, Financial Sys-
tems Stability, Central Bank of Nige-
ria, Lamido Abubakar Yuguda, said 
critical payment transaction data 
must be stored and managed 
within Nigeria in line with the 1 Jan-
uary 2027 implementation time-
line. He noted that the initiative 
should strengthen regulatory visi-
bility, protect critical financial data 

Director/ Zonal Controller, Lagos Zonal Office, Nigerian Communications Commission (NCC),Tunji Jimoh (left); former Acting Executive Vice Chairman, NCC, Stephen Bello; Chief 
Executive Officer, Internet Exchange Point of Nigeria (IXPN), Muhammad Rudman; Executive Commissioner, Technical Services, NCC, Abraham Oshadami and a former EVC, NCC, 
and NASENI, Dr. Bashir Gwandu, at the 20th anniversary celebration of IXPN in Lagos.

Cardoso Kashifu
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SECRETARY-General of the Pan-
African Manufacturers 

Association (PAMA), Segun Ajayi-
Kadir, has identified the soaring 
cost of production, epileptic power 
supply, expensive logistics and 
fragmented markets as major 
obstacles to Africa’s manufactur-
ing ambitions. 
   Ajayi-Kadir, who also serves as the 
Director-General of the 
Manufacturers Association of 
Nigeria (MAN), lamented that 
Nigeria’s industrial sector is partic-
ularly constrained by infrastruc-
ture and financing challenges. 
   Speaking on behalf of the associa-
tion, he said Africa’s ability to build 
competitive manufacturing indus-

tries would depend not merely on 
expanding production capacity or 
attracting investments, but on 
addressing the structural weak-
nesses that make locally manufac-
tured goods expensive and limit 
their access to regional and inter-
national markets. 
   He noted that although Africa has 
considerable natural resources, a 
growing consumer market and 
opportunities arising from the 
reorganisation of global supply 
chains, its manufacturing base 
remained relatively small com-
pared with its population and eco-
nomic potential. 
      He cited data from the African 
Development Bank’s Africa 
Industrialisation Index 2025, 
which puts the continent’s manu-

facturing value added at approxi-
mately $351 billion in 2025, up from 
$285 billion in 2020. 
Manufacturing, he said, accounted 
for about 10.8 per cent of Africa’s 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP). 
    However, Africa accounted for less 
than two per cent of global manu-
facturing output and 1.4 per cent of 
global manufacturing exports. 
Manufacturing value added per 
capita stood at $226.7 in 2025, below 
the $254.9 recorded in 2014. 
      He stressed that these figures 
underscore the need to move 
beyond policies that prioritise mar-
ket creation towards building 
industries capable of producing 
competitively, adopting technolo-
gy, developing local suppliers and 
participating in regional and global 

value chains. 
   He identified the high cost of pro-
duction and weaknesses in the sys-
tems connecting factories to mar-
kets as critical challenges that 
African governments must address 
to achieve meaningful industriali-
sation. 
   “In Nigeria, these challenges have 
significant implications for manu-
facturers contending with 
extremely high electricity costs, 
limited access to affordable credit, 
transportation bottlenecks and FX 
pressures. Such constraints 
increase operating expenses, weak-
en capacity utilisation and make 
locally manufactured products 
less competitive against imports,” 
he said. 
   Also highlighting the importance 
of the African Continental Free 
Trade Area (AfCFTA) in creating a 
larger market for manufacturers, 
he noted that despite Africa’s sub-
stantial population, its markets 
remained fragmented by customs 
procedures, product standards, 
transport systems, payment 
arrangements, tax regimes and 
regulatory differences. 
      “The World Bank’s 2026 report, 
Integrating Africa: From Threads to 
Hubs, estimates that about 60 per 
cent of Africa’s trade costs arise 
behind national borders, includ-
ing customs, logistics, regulation 
and infrastructure constraints. 
This means that tariff reductions 
alone cannot deliver the full bene-
fits of continental trade integra-
tion when businesses still face high 
costs moving raw materials, inter-
mediate goods and finished prod-
ucts across borders. 
    “Manufacturing requires signifi-
cant investment in machinery, 
buildings, engineering, quality 
assurance, product development 
and management. These fixed 
costs can only be recovered when 
businesses achieve sufficient pro-
duction volumes and market 
access,” he said. 
        He further pointed out that 
regional production networks 
could enable African countries spe-

cialise, combine industrial capabili-
ties and attract investments in sec-
tors that individual national mar-
kets may not support.  
        Potential areas, he said, include 
agro-processing, petrochemicals, 
minerals and metals, machinery, 
transport equipment, textiles, ener-
gy and industrial services. 
      For Nigeria, he revealed that the 
opportunity lies in leveraging the 
nation’s industrial base, consumer 
market and resource endowment to 
supply neighbouring countries and 
participate in continental produc-
tion networks, rather than relying 
predominantly on its domestic 
market. 
    “However, this would require 
improvements in cross-border 
transportation, customs adminis-
tration, standards, payments and 
trade financing,” he said. 
        Drawing attention to the impor-
tance of linking natural resources to 
domestic production capacity, he 
said the cement industry illustrates 
how sustained investment in local 
resources and manufacturing 
capacity can reduce import depend-
ence and create export opportuni-
ties. 
        He revealed that investment in 
domestic limestone resources and 
production facilities has helped 
develop a substantial local cement 
industry, demonstrating how 
resource availability can translate 
into industrial value when support-
ed by capital, infrastructure and 
access to markets. 
      This, he said, can be applied to 
other resource-based industries, 
particularly petrochemicals, met-
als, agricultural processing, and 
other manufacturing segments, 
where Nigeria has the potential to 
substitute for imports and develop 
export capacity. 
     Listing Morocco as an example of 
industrial upgrading, he said the 
country ranked first in the African 
Development Bank’s 2025 
Industrialisation Index, reflecting 
improvements in productive capac-
ity, export diversification and indus-
trial development. 

‘High production costs hobble manufacturing, competitive edge’

Women-led firms push for affordable credit, wider markets

Stories by Tobi Awodipe

Chair, Women’s Group, Lagos Chamber of Commerce and Industry (LCCI), Olufemi Ogun (left); First Lady, Ogun State, Bamidele Abiodun; 
President, LCCI, Leye Kupoluyi, and Deputy Governor, Ogun State, Noimot Salako-Oyedele during the yearly women’s conference of the Chamber 
at Commerce House, Lagos.

BRITISH International 
Investment (BII), the United 

Kingdom’s development finance 
institution, has earmarked £2.25 
billion ($3 billion) for Africa’s fron-
tier markets and least-developed 
countries over the next five years, 
targeting economies struggling to 
attract private investment. 
   The allocation represented 25 per 
cent of BII’s planned £9 billion 
investment in Africa between 2026 
and 2031 and formed part of its 
new strategy to expand financing 
for infrastructure and productive 
sectors. 
   According to Bloomberg, the insti-
tution will work with local part-
ners to strengthen financial mar-
kets and address barriers prevent-
ing capital from reaching busi-
nesses and infrastructure projects. 
     BII Chief Executive Officer, Leslie 
Maasdorp, said many African 
countries remained excluded from 
the investment criteria of major 
global asset managers because of 
poor credit ratings or the absence 
of sovereign ratings. 
    “We are very realistic and recog-
nise that we’re not going to get 
BlackRock to come and invest in 

BII targets $3b for African SMEs, manufacturing
Burundi or in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo,” he said, explain-
ing the decision to commit a sub-
stantial share of the institution’s 
African funding to underserved 
markets. 
    Under the strategy, BII plans to pro-
vide £5 billion directly and mobilise 
another £4 billion from partners, 
primarily for infrastructure invest-
ment. Priority areas include power 
generation, ports, railways and digi-
tal infrastructure such as telecom-
munications towers and data cen-
tres. 
      The institution also planned to 
expand financing for manufactur-
ing, financial inclusion and busi-
nesses involved in electric mobility. 
    The investment push comes as 
African manufacturers continue to 
face high production costs arising 
from inadequate infrastructure, 
unreliable electricity and limited 
access to affordable long-term 
finance. 
      Increased investment in power, 
transport and digital infrastructure 
could help lower operating costs, 
improve logistics and strengthen 
the competitiveness of locally manu-
factured goods. 

WOMEN entrepreneurs have 
called on the Federal 

Government to remove financing, 
infrastructure and market-access 
barriers constraining the growth of 
their businesses, warning that 
Nigeria risks losing significant pro-
ductive capacity if women-owned 
enterprises cannot scale. 
      The call was made at the 2026 
Lagos Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (LCCI) Women Group 
Annual Symposium in Lagos, 
where the Deputy Governor of 
Ogun State, Noimot Salako-
Oyedele, urged government and 
financial institutions to provide 
practical support to help women-
owned businesses move beyond 
small-scale operations into manu-
facturing, investment and export 
markets. 
  Speaking on the theme: ‘Women at 
the Forefront: Leading Enterprise, 
Shaping Policy, Building the 
Future’, Salako-Oyedele, who deliv-
ered the keynote address, said 
women must become more active 
participants in Nigeria’s industrial-
isation and economic diversifica-
tion drive, particularly through 
local production and regional 
value chains. 
   She identified inadequate financ-
ing, poor infrastructure, limited 
access to technology and difficul-
ties meeting export standards as 

major constraints preventing 
women entrepreneurs from 
expanding their businesses. 
   According to her, financial institu-
tions should introduce more 
appropriate financing options, 
including credit guarantees, alter-
native collateral arrangements, 
patient capital, and supply chain 
financing. 
   She stressed, however, that access 
to finance must go hand in hand 
with reliable infrastructure, market 
opportunities and business devel-
opment support. 
  “Markets do not create prosperity. 
Production does. Trade agreements 
do not industrialise nations. 
Competitive enterprises do,” she 
quoted the Minister of Industry, 
Trade and Investment, Jumoke 
Oduwole, as saying at an earlier 
engagement on women’s participa-
tion in intra-African trade. 
      She said the Nigeria First Policy 
and the African Continental Free 
Trade Area (AfCFTA) offer opportu-
nities for women-owned business-
es in manufacturing, agro-process-
ing, packaging, logistics, technolo-
gy, and professional services. 
      She urged entrepreneurs to 
improve product quality, obtain 
relevant certifications, adopt tech-
nology and strengthen distribu-
tion networks to compete in 
regional and international mar-

kets. 
      The deputy governor also high-
lighted Ogun State’s industrial 
development initiatives, including 
investments in road infrastructure, 
industrial corridors, the Gateway 
International Airport, and the pro-
posed Gateway Deep Seaport. She 
said women-owned businesses 
should be deliberately integrated 
into the supply chains of major man-
ufacturing and infrastructure proj-
ects. 
     LCCI President, Leye Kupoluyi, said 
women account for 48 per cent of 
businesses surveyed in the FATE 
Institute’s 2024 State of 
Entrepreneurship in Nigeria Report, 
but noted that entrepreneurial par-
ticipation is yet to translate into prof-
itability, expansion or sustainability. 
      He identified limited access to 
affordable finance, high operating 
costs, inadequate infrastructure, 
restricted market access and 
unequal access to technology as 
major challenges. 
      Kupoluyi called for dedicated 
financing windows through devel-
opment finance institutions, com-
mercial banks and private-sector 
investment platforms. He also advo-
cated stronger links between 
women-owned businesses and cor-
porate supply chains through trade 
fairs, business matchmaking and 
export-readiness programmes. 
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Atiku tells Tinubu to fight hunger as he alleges attacks on opposition figures
   The source questioned why Atiku would address a press 
conference on his campaign flag-off without the participation 

of the head of his media directorate or the party’s National 
Publicity Secretary. 
   He also faulted the release of the campaign council’s list by 

Shaibu, insisting that the party’s National Publicity Secretary 
should have handled the announcement. 
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AAC demands safety guarantees for opposition candidates, supporters

June 20 exercise as generally 
peaceful, pre-election 
allegations and complaints by 
opposition candidates about 
intimidation raised questions 
about the political 
environment in which the 
contest was conducted. 
   The Social Democratic Party’s 
candidate, Peter Obafemi, also 
alleged that the election was 
characterised by intimidation 
and vote-buying. 
Party cites violence in Osun, 
Oyo, Lagos, Ogun 

THE AAC also pointed to 
developments in Osun 

State, where political tension 
and allegations of violence 
featured prominently in 
preparations for the August 
15 governorship election. 
   Opposition parties and civil 
society organisations raised 
concerns about attacks on 
supporters, political clashes, 
intimidation and the safety of 
party members. 
   The Nigeria Civil Society 
Situation Room expressed 
concern over reports of 
politically motivated clashes, 
attacks and intimidation, while 
Enough is Enough Nigeria 
cited data indicating that 44 
election-related violent 
incidents were recorded in 
Osun between October 2025 
and June 2026, resulting in 13 
fatalities. 
   In Oyo State, the attack on 
supporters of the Accord 
Party’s governorship 
candidate, Oriyomi Hamzat, 
during a procession in the 
Molete area of Ibadan on 
October 14 also raised concerns. 
   The police confirmed the 
incident, saying the supporters 
had been ambushed during 
what was described as a 
peaceful procession. Some 
party members were injured, 
while vehicles in the convoy 
were vandalised. 
   Similarly, the PDP in Ogun 
State accused the ruling APC 
administration of harassment 
and intimidation following 
the alleged disruption of its 
Ogun East senatorial campaign 
flag-off in September. 
   The party claimed that its 
campaign venue was cancelled 
and its convoy attacked by 
suspected hoodlums at Ososa 
in Odogbolu Local 
Government Area. 
   In Lagos, the reported 
invasion of a political 
gathering organised by Labour 
Party members defecting to 
the ADC in Alimosho, as well as 
violence during the APC 
primary in Kosofe, where 
several people were reportedly 
injured, further illustrated the 
tensions surrounding political 
activities in the state. 
   Ondo State has also witnessed 
incidents of political violence. 
In February, suspected 
hoodlums invaded the APC 
secretariat in Akure during a 
stakeholders’ meeting, 
assaulting the party chairman, 
Ade Adetimehin, and other 
members. 
   The incident was followed by 
violence during the party’s 
ward congress in Idanre, where 
at least two people were 
reportedly killed. 

   The AAC said the 
developments, irrespective of 
the political parties involved, 
demonstrated the dangers of 
allowing violence and 
intimidation to become 
features of Nigeria’s electoral 
culture. 
   It also cited the recent 
incident involving its 
presidential candidate, 
Omoyele Sowore, which it 
described as an assassination 
attempt, insisting that it 
should not be dismissed as a 
mere political disagreement or 
altercation. 
   The party demanded an 
immediate investigation into 
the alleged attempt, urging 
security agencies to identify 
and prosecute those 
responsible, including any 
sponsors, irrespective of their 
political affiliations. 
   It further called for a genuine 
commitment to protecting all 
Nigerians, warning that fear of 
violence could discourage 
voter participation and deepen 
public distrust in the electoral 
process. 
   “Therefore, we call on 
opposition parties and 
democratic forces across 
Nigeria to consider a collective 
boycott of the 2027 general 
elections if the government 
and relevant security 
institutions cannot guarantee 
the safety of political actors, 
their supporters and ordinary 
citizens. 
   “A meaningful democratic 
election cannot occur when 
opposition voices are silenced 
through violence and 
intimidation. Participation 
should never mean 
surrendering our lives to 
political violence,” the party 
added. 
ADC, ZLP insist on challenging 
APC in Rivers 

MEANWHILE, the ADC and 
ZLP in Rivers State have 

declared their resolve to 
challenge the ruling party in 
the 2027 general elections, 
insisting that alleged 
intimidation and campaign 
tactics by the ruling party 
would not deter them. 
   The parties said their 
campaigns would focus on 
addressing economic 
hardship, insecurity, 
unemployment, rent increases 
and other challenges 
confronting Nigerians rather 
than engaging in political 
distractions. 
   The ADC Publicity Secretary, 
Chizzy Enyinnaya, said the 
party was concerned about 
the increasing economic 
burden on Nigerians, noting 
that the ruling party had yet to 
adequately address issues 
affecting the livelihood of 
ordinary citizens. 
   He said the party was 
developing practical measures 
to tackle economic hardship, 
unemployment, insecurity 
and the country’s persistent 
electricity challenges, arguing 
that unemployment remained 
a major driver of insecurity. 
   “Providing jobs and economic 
opportunities would help 
reduce crime and other social 
vices. The situation in Rivers 
State, particularly the 
challenges surrounding 

governance and employment, 
underscores the need for a 
new approach to economic 
development,” he said. 
   Enyinnaya expressed 
confidence that the party 
would not be discouraged by 
alleged attacks, arrests and 
detention of its members, 
recalling that similar 
challenges had confronted 
opposition parties in previous 
elections. 
   He said: “Rivers State was 
more or less a theatre of war 
during the last election, but 
that did not stop the 
opposition from moving 
forward. We are not disturbed 
by arrests, detention or other 
forms of intimidation. We are 
moving forward, God willing, 
we will emerge winners at the 
2027 elections.” 
   The Rivers State ZLP 
Chairman, Ben Ogbogbula, 
also said the party remained 
undeterred by what he 
described as strong-arm tactics 
by the ruling party. 
   He said the ZLP’s campaign 
was centred on human 
welfare, capacity development 
and empowerment, rather 
than what he described as 
peripheral political issues. 
   Ogbogbula urged residents to 
support the party, saying its 
agenda was to improve living 
conditions and ensure that 
citizens could afford basic 
necessities, including food and 
decent accommodation. 
   On the rising cost of 
accommodation, he said the 
party’s governorship candidate 
had pledged to address the 
situation through measures 
to regulate rents and ensure 
that housing remained 
affordable. 
   He also identified insecurity, 
particularly in riverine 
communities, as a major 
concern, assuring that the 
party’s governorship candidate 
had made addressing the 
challenge a priority. 
ADC alleges hotel restrictions, 
delegate evictions in Sokoto 

THE ADC had in October 
accused the Sokoto State 

Government of allegedly 
directing hotels in the state 
capital to deny 
accommodation to its 
delegates expected to attend 
the party’s presidential 
campaign flag-off. 
   The party also alleged that 
some delegates who had 
already secured 
accommodation and were 
staying in hotels were being 
forcibly evicted following the 
purported directive. 
   The presidential campaign 
spokesperson, Dahiru 
Maishanu, condemned the 
alleged action, describing it 
as irresponsible and an abuse 
of executive power. 
   Maishanu said it was 
unacceptable for the state 
government to allegedly 
instruct both public and 
privately owned hotels to deny 
paying guests 
accommodation, adding that 
the eviction of customers who 
had already paid for their 
rooms was equally 
condemnable. 
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News
FG unveils N80b agricultural financing for 40 tertiary institutions 

cation provided for N20 bil-
lion in its capital budget to 
support 20 tertiary institu-
tions under the agricultural 
development initiative. 
   He added that the pro-
gramme would build on pre-
vious interventions by the 
Tertiary Education Trust 
Fund (TETFund), which ap-
proved N1 billion for some in-
stitutions and N2 billion for 
others. 
   Beyond financing, partici-
pating institutions will re-
ceive 10 tractors each at 
significantly reduced costs 
through the government's 
agricultural mechanisation 
initiative, the minister dis-
closed.  
   Other support will include 
modern seedlings, farm im-
plements, irrigation equip-
ment, water pumps, 
fertilisers and technical as-
sistance to improve produc-
tivity. 

cultural equipment and 
strengthen production.  
   Alausa said the programme 
was designed to end the 
longstanding underutilisa-
tion of agricultural land in 
tertiary institutions by pro-
viding the financing, ma-
chinery, technical expertise 
and institutional support 
needed to make farming 
commercially viable.  
   He said participating uni-
versities, polytechnics and 
colleges of education were 
expected to provide about 
1,000 hectares each, though 
institutions with smaller 
landholdings could qualify 
based on the viability of their 
business proposals.   
   Each institution is also ex-
pected to establish a limited 
liability company to partner 
the BOA in managing its agri-
cultural investments.  
   According to the minister, 
the Federal Ministry of Edu-

From Owede Agbajileke, Abuja  

THE federal government 
has unveiled a N2 billion-

per-institution agricultural 
financing package for 40 ter-
tiary institutions to trans-
form over 500,000 hectares 
of underutilised land into 
commercial farms, boost 
food production and create 
jobs for Nigerian youths. 
   The Minister of Education, 
Dr Tunji Alausa, disclosed 
this during a meeting with 
heads of the selected institu-
tions and the management 
of the Bank of Agriculture 
(BOA) to discuss the imple-
mentation of the Renewed 
Hope Tertiary Agricultural 
and Entrepreneurship Pro-
gramme.  
   Under the initiative, the 
BOA will provide between N1 
billion and N2 billion to each 
participating institution to 
establish commercial farm-
ing operations, acquire agri-

DSS frees another 4 suspected IPOB members, pays N20m compensation  
group of IPOB members who 
are now facing trial. 
   Receiving the four, counsel 
to the suspects, DejiAdeyanju 
& Partners, commended the 
DSS for its relentless efforts to 
safeguard Nigeria's security, 
particularly acknowledging 
the DG’s genuine attempt to 
uphold human rights.  
   The counsel furthermore 
noted the high level of hy-
giene and professionalism 
within the DSS, saying it was 
the best he has witnessed in 
over 20 years of interacting 

Aggry and Oyeinmokebebe-
ton Aggry- were arrested in 
May 2022 in Sampou and 
Akeddei communities in 
Kolokuma/Opokuma and 
Sagbama Local Council Areas 
of Bayelsa State. 
   A source cited the agency as 
saying that the suspects were 
misled into believing that 
they would each receive a 
monthly payment of 
N100,000 under the Federal 
Government's Amnesty Pro-
gramme, not knowing that 
they were being lured by a 

with the agency’s personnel. 
   Expressing gratitude to 
Ajayi, Ibe, on behalf of others, 
said it was the happiest day of 
his life and noted that the ex-
perience had taught him a 
valuable lesson . 
   The DG, upon assuming of-
fice in 2024, ordered a review 
of over 300 inherited terror-
ism cases. Following this, the 
facility has been decongested 
to about 100 after thorough 
investigations, and over N1 
billion has been paid in com-
pensation.  

THE Director-General of the 
Department of State Serv-

ices (DGSS), Oluwatosin Ajayi, 
has freed four suspects al-
leged to belong to the pro-
scribed Indigenous People of 
Biafra (IPOB), and approved 
an initial compensation of 
N20 million at N5 million for 
each suspect, following their 
clearance. 
   Security sources disclosed 
that the suspects – 
EmeleUduma Ibe, Beref-
gagha Appah, Ondo keyilemi 

Atiku accuses DSS of plot to disrupt ADC rally in Sokoto 
the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) once used as its 
party office in the state. 
BRIEFING newsmen in Abuja 
yesterday, the former vice 
president alleged that public 
facilities meant for campaign 
activities had been blocked 
and logistical support with-
held in Sokoto, describing 
the developments as deliber-
ate efforts to deny the ADC a 
level playing field. 
   He said information avail-
able to the party indicated 
that protesters were being 
mobilised from an office be-
hind Zenith Bank on Koko 

election. 
   However, the Sokoto State 
Government said it sealed 
the ADC campaign office over 
ownership issues, with the 
Media Aide to the Sokoto ADC 
governorship candidate, 
Aminu Abdullahi, confirm-
ing to newsmen that the 
Commissioner for Land and 
Housing, Nasiru Dantsoho, 
came with a letter to the oc-
cupants of the building de-
manding to know the real 
occupant. 
   The ADC campaign office 
was said to be a defunct Sa-
vanna Bank building, which 

Road, with trucks deployed to 
strategic locations, including 
a roundabout. 
   According to him, the pro-
testers were causing gridlock, 
threatening commuters and 
beating some residents, 
while some had moved away 
from the roundabout to find 
shade. 
   “This is not intelligence 
work. It is political interfer-
ence dressed in official uni-
form,” Atiku said. “Security 
agencies exist to protect Nige-
rians and uphold the law, not 
to recruit protesters or help a 
political party manufacture a 
crisis.” 

PRESIDENTIAL candidate of 
the African Democratic 

Congress (ADC), Atiku 
Abubakar, has accused the 
Department of State Services 
(DSS) of recruiting protesters 
to create disorder in Sokoto 
and provide a pretext for im-
posing a curfew to stop the 
party’s campaign rally. 
   Atiku said the alleged plot 
was part of a broader attempt 
by the President Bola Tinubu-
led administration to frus-
trate opposition parties, 
undermine political compe-
tition and deny Nigerians the 
freedom to choose their lead-
ers ahead of the 2027 general 

THE Kogi State Government 
has defended the recent 

hike in tuition fees for its 
state-owned tertiary institu-
tions, insisting that the exer-
cise was part of a unified 
policy to harmonise charges 
across all state-owned univer-
sities. 
   Clarifying the Kogi State 
House of Assembly Commit-
tee on Education following a 
petition, the Commissioner 
for Education, Wemi Jones, 
explained that the adjust-
ments were not in isolation, 
as the government usually ac-
commodates different inter-
ests whenever such a review 
becomes necessary, particu-
larly in view of the adminis-
tration's free education 
policy. 
   He disclosed that a letter 
conveying the directive for 
the fee review was sent to 
PAAU in 2024 but was not 
fully implemented at the 
time, adding that the current 
exercise was in line with a uni-
form fee structure for state-
owned universities, which 
had already been adopted by 
other institutions in the state. 

Kogi commissioner, 
VC defend hike  
in tuition fees 
From Yusufu Aminu Idegu, Lokoja  

PRESIDENT Bola Tinubu has 
congratulated the Sultan 

of Sokoto, Muhammad Sa’ad 
Abubakar III, on his 20th an-
niversary on the throne, say-
ing his reign has reunited 
Muslims and Christians in 
Nigeria. 
   In a statement, Tinubu de-
scribed the Muslim leader as 
“more than a traditional 
ruler” but “a moral authority, 
a bridge between faiths, a 
voice of moderation, and a 
steady counsellor to leaders 
across the country.  
   “You have consistently stood 
for religious harmony and tol-
erance. Under your leadership 
as co-chairman of the Nigeria 
Inter-Religious Council, Chris-
tians and Muslims have found 
common ground, and our di-
versity has become a source of 
strength rather than divi-
sion,” the president stated.     
   “Your advocacy for peace in 
the North and across the Sa-
hel, your passion for educa-
tion, especially for the 
girl-child, your support for 
our farmers and for public 
health, and your quiet but ef-
fective interventions for the 
poor and vulnerable speak to 
a reign that is truly people-
centred.” 
   Also, Zamfara State Gover-
nor, Dauda Lawal, described 
the sultan as a humble leader 
who brings people together 
and provides stability.  
   Lawal spoke at the 13th 
Shaikh Usmanu Bin Fodiyo 
Week and the sultan’s 20th 
coronation anniversary in 
Sokoto, with the theme “Re-
viving Ethical Leadership and 
Social Harmony: Lessons from 
Sokoto Jihad Leaders.”  

Tinubu, Lawal hail  
Sultan, say reign reunites 
Christians, Muslims 

NNPP sues INEC, 45 
lawmakers over alleged 
unlawful defection 

THE New Nigeria Peoples 
Party (NNPP) has sued the 

Independent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC) and 
45 lawmakers at the Federal 
High Court in Abuja over the 
legislators’ alleged failure to 
complete the required resig-
nation processes before de-
fecting from the party. 
   The suit seeks judicial inter-
pretation and enforcement of 
constitutional provisions reg-
ulating the defection of 
elected lawmakers from the 
political parties on whose 
platforms they secured their 
mandates in the 2023 general 
elections. 
   In an affidavit in support of 
the originating summons, the 
NNPP challenged the alleged 
defections of the 45 lawmak-
ers, comprising members of 
the Kano State House of As-
sembly, the House of Repre-
sentatives, and the Senate. 
   It alleged that the affected 
lawmakers abandoned the 
party for others, while retain-
ing the legislative seats they 
won on its platform without 
complying with the proce-
dures. 

   Moreover, the government 
will also engage produce ag-
gregators to purchase crops 
and introduce measures to 
reduce post-harvest losses, as 
a way to guarantee a ready 
market for harvested pro-
duce.  
   Alausa said students, un-
employed graduates, 
alumni, academic and non-
academic staff, as well as 
members of host communi-
ties, would participate in the 
commercial farming ven-
tures under the supervision 
of lecturers and agricultural 
experts. 
   Welcoming the pro-
gramme, the Vice-Chancellor 
of Ahmadu Bello University, 
Zaria, Prof. Adamu Ahmed, 
said it would help the insti-
tution translate its extensive 
agricultural research capac-
ity into commercial produc-
tion. 
   Similarly, the Rector, Fed-

DLA suspends  
2027 presidential  
candidate’s campaign 

PENDING the resolution of 
disciplinary proceedings, 

the Democratic Leadership Al-
liance (DLA) has suspended all 
presidential campaign activi-
ties and public appearances 
relating to its 2027 presiden-
tial flagbearer, Dr Moses Ades-
oji. 
   The party said Adesoji was 
the subject of ongoing crimi-
nal investigations by the Eco-
nomic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC) and the 
Nigeria Police Force over con-
cerns about his personal fi-
nancial affairs, including an 
alleged dud cheque he issued. 
   In a statement yesterday, 
DLA National Chairman, 
Samuel Memeh, said the 
party had initiated internal 
disciplinary proceedings over 
the matter followingAdesoji's 
emergence as its presidential 
candidate at the substitution 
primary held on August 20, 
2026. 
   According to him, the DLA 
National Disciplinary Com-
mittee had, on August 29, in-
vited Adesoji to respond to 
the issues raised and, follow-
ing the proceedings, directed 
the suspension of all presi-
dential campaign activities 
and public appearances re-
lated to his candidature. 

From Sodiq Omolaoye, Abuja 

By Yetunde Ayobami Ojo 

A cross-section of senior naval officers during the Chief of the Naval Staff 2016 Annual Retreat in Abuja yesterday PHOTO: NAN

From Andrew Oota, Abuja  

eral Polytechnic Oko, Dr 
Chioma Awuzie, said the ini-
tiative would enable the in-
stitution to maximise its 
available land through 
mechanised farming and 
improve agricultural pro-
duction. 

• State govt explains sealing of campaign office 



who came 
running from 
the opposite 
direction in an 
a p p a r e n t  
attempt to 
make a 
clearance.    
 Owono was 
shown a straight red 
card for the incident, which happened in 
added time.  
  The country’s National Police said yesterday 
that an investigation was opened. Under 
Spanish law, deaths from non-natural causes, 
including accidents, are subject to judicial 
investigation.  

had four seasons as a 
player with the 
Hammers and led 
Bournemouth and 
Burnley to promotion 
from the 
Championship as a 
manager. 
  Widely seen as 
favourites for 
automatic promotion, 
the London side are 
currently eighth in the 
table, six points behind 
leaders Middlesbrough. 
   They have won two of 
their past six games and 
have lost back-to-back home 
matches - going down 3-2 to 
Southampton and then 3-1 to West 
Bromwich Albion on Saturday - 
losses that have seen them drop 
down from second place. 

WE S T  
Ham 

United are 
expected to 

appoint Scott Parker 
as head coach after 

sacking Nuno Espírito Santo, 
reports BBC. 
  The 52-year-old Portuguese head 
coach has paid the price for West 
Ham’s disappointing start to the 
Championship season, having 
overseen their relegation from 
the Premier League last season. 
 BBC Sport wrote yesterday that 
the club are in advanced talks 
with former Burnley, 
Bournemouth and Fulham boss 
Parker and he could be 
confirmed before Wednesday’s 
Championship trip to Cardiff 
City. 
 The former England midfielder 

AFRICA is set for a football spectacle as 
some of the continent’s biggest 

football legends battle celebrated Super 
Eagles icons in the Legends Football 
Game on Sunday at the Mobolaji Johnson 
Arena, Onikan, Lagos. 
  Headlining the African Legends squad 
are former African Footballer of the 
Year Emmanuel Adebayor, Senegal’s El-
Hadji Diouf, Ivorian legend Didier 
Zokora and Ghana’s ex-captain Stephen 

Appiah, whose illustrious careers left 
an enduring mark on the global 
game. 
  The star-studded African 
contingent is expected to 

feature alongside other 
celebrated names, including 

Diouf, Adebayor, Song, others hit Lagos for  African legends game

TEAM Nigeria’s medal hope at the 
ongoing Dakar 2026 Youth Olympic 

Games may have shifted to track and 
field, after the nation’s two flagbearers in 
table tennis, Favour Ojo and Mathew 
Kuti, lost out in their single group 
matches. Nigeria’s beach volleyball also 

waved goodbye in the early hours of 
yesterday, losing their last game to the 
Netherlands. But Nigeria’s four swimmers 

(two male and two female) are still battling 
it out with their counterparts from other 

countries. The swimming event will end on 
November 6. 

  Despite the setback from table tennis and 
beach volleyball, Team Nigeria officials have 

great hope in athletics, which accounts for 

in Rabat pits together two teams with 
contrasting routes to the semifinals. 
 Brazil come into this match undefeated 
thus far in Morocco, but have been made 
to work hard for all of their results. A 
rollercoaster 6-2 win over Canada set the 
tone for their campaign, with enthralling 
3-3 draws with Ghana and Poland 
following. Rilany’s side then found 
themselves behind against China PR, but 
rallied with two goals after the break to 
make it to a second successive semi-final. 
  On the other hand, Nigeria fell to defeat 
in their opener, losing 2-1 to Poland, which 
left Akeem Busari’s side with a battle to 

keep their knockout hopes alive. 
They downed Puerto Rico 

2-0 to get back on track, 
before their 
tournament-shaking 
victory over DPR Korea 
saw them soar into 

the second round. 
Mexico were 
dispatched in the 

last 16, with 
Venezuela next to fall 

thanks to an 89th-
minute Azeezat 

O d u n t a n  
penalty. 

FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup

Kaduna International Polo Tournament

By Gowon Akpodonor

By Christian Okpara

From Ernest Nzor, Abuja
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IT’S the biggest game in their fledgling 
careers. At stake is a historic spot in the 

FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup final, and 
the Flamingos say that they are ready to do 
all it takes to create a new chapter in 
Nigeria’s women’s football story. 
 However, the obstacle is none other than 
Brazil, a country that has a tradition of 
winning games when the stakes are high. 
  The Nigerian girls have been growing in 
confidence since their opening-day defeat 
by Portugal at the championship, with 
their 3-1 defeat of defending champions, 
North Korea, one of the high points of the 
championship thus far. 
 Against a Brazilian side that has not lost 
any game, the Flamingos know that they 
must be at their very best if they want to 

become the African country to make the 
final of the competition. The girls know 
this. 
 Looking forward to a bruising encounter 
with the sleek Brazilians, Flamingos Coach 
Akeem Busari describes the match as the 
game that defines what his team is fighting 
for. 
   He said: “Reaching the semifinals is a 
dream come true for me and a great 
achievement, and I’m looking forward to 
it because I want to make my country 
proud.  
  “We want to give our best in the next 
match and show everyone what we can 
do”. 
  Top scorer,   Oluebube Umejiaku, was 
more emphatic when she said: “Having 
come this far, all we want is to win the 
cup, and that means we must beat 
Brazil. 
 “We have worked hard to get to the 
semifinals and with the final just a 
game away, we will do everything to 
get there.”   
 The match at the 
Mohammed VI 
F o o t b a l l  
Complex - 
Pitch 3 

Flamingos battle Brazil for historic final spot

www.guardian.ng
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EL-Amin earns 17th Georgian Cup title, 
takes Argentine Ambassador’s Cup

Solution

THE 2026 Kaduna 
international polo 

tournament that celebrated 
the 31st anniversary of EL-
Amin and Nigeria’s rich 
heritage came to a thrilling 
climax with EL-Amin setting 
a record of 17 Georgian Cup 
victories. 
   The international polo 
tournament highlighted a 
historic, record-setting 
edition that concluded at 
the legendary Murtala 
Muhammed Square in 
Kaduna, with Kaduna 

Sublime defeating 
d e t e r m i n e d  

opposition to 
c l i n c h  

the glittering Emir of Katsina 
Cup. 
  Marking its 107th 
anniversary, the tournament 
featured an extended 10-day 
high-octane format for the 
first time in its century-plus 
history, attracting over 40 
teams and top-tier 
professional players from 
Argentina, Europe, and 
South Africa. 
   Kaduna Musaco ran an 
impressive campaign, 
defeating a crowded field of 
ambitious opponents to cart 
home the Imani Cup. Duku 
Rocks polo team rampaged 
through a battery of turbo-
charged rivals to clinch the 

popular El-Amin Cup. 

From Gowon Akpodonor, Dakar, Senegal Kuti foresees brighter future

Home teams sweep top laurels

Youth Olympics: Team Nigeria’s focus shifts to athletics

Nigeria’s largest contingent of nine athletes (five 
female and four male) at the Games. 
   Led by sprinter Rosemary Nwankwo, the athletics 
team has other promising stars, including Rita 
Chisom Ezeh, Treasure Omosiwe, Faith Ezechukwu, 
Praise Ugoh, Gift Bright, Obanla Ehuwa, Gift 
Oghenerunor and Godswill Nkemakolam. 
   At the inaugural edition of the Games, Singapore 
2010, Nigeria recorded its best moment by winning 
a total of four medals made up of two gold, one 
silver and one bronze to be ranked 29th overall in 
the world. And at Argentina 2018 World 
Championships in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Nigeria 
also got a total of four medals made up of one gold 
and three silver to finish in 48th position in the 
general medal table.  

Ghana’s John Paintsil and 
Anthony Baffoe, Senegal’s 
Khalilou Fadiga, Burkina 
Faso’s Aristide Bancé, 
Cameroon’s Rigobert Song 
and Alexandre Song, 
Zimbabwe’s Peter Ndlovu and 
Benjani Mwaruwari, as well as 

South Africa’s Brian Baloyi. 
 They will take on Super Eagles 
legends from Nigeria’s iconic 
1994 and 1996 squads in a 
special encounter celebrating 
three decades since Nigeria 
became the kings of African 
football. 

EL-Amin players showing off their prizes during the closing ceremony of the 
2026 Kaduna International Polo Tournament at Murtala Mohammed Square 
in Kaduna.

West Ham approach Parker 
after sacking boss Nuno

Spanish police investigating goalkeeper 
as player dies after on-field collision

SPANISH police have opened 
an investigation into possible 

involuntary manslaughter after a 
football player died following an 
on-field collision with the 
opposing team’s goalkeeper in a 
second-division match, reports 
abcnews.com. 
 Tenerife forward Jesús de Miguel 
died after he suffered cardiac 
arrest following the on-field 
collision, his club said yesterday. 
He was 30. 
  De Miguel was challenging for 
the ball near midfield on Monday 
when he was struck in the chest by 
Andorra goalkeeper Jesús Owono, 

Today’s UEFA Champions League 
Matches 

AEK Athens                   v      Real Madrid  
Fenerbahçe                   v      Liverpool 
Borussia Dortmund    v     Real Betis  
Lens                                 v     Como  
PSV                                  v     Club Brugge  
Porto                                v    Napoli  
RB Leipzig                      v    Man City  
Slavia Prague               v     Arsenal  
Viking                              v    Sabah FK  

UEFA Europa League 
Rennes                           v     Olympiakos 

Flamingos top scorer, 
Oluebube Umejiaku
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“

“Nigeria’s socioeconomic difficulties 
cannot be explained exclusively 

through individual choices, personal 
attitudes or the absence of family and 

community support. Such explana-
tions overlook the structural condi-

tions that continue to expose millions 
of citizens to economic hardship.
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AS Nigeria gradually approaches the 2027 gen-
eral elections, the growing intensity of politi-

cal conversations across the country calls for 
sober reflection, restraint and a renewed com-
mitment to democratic values. Although politi-
cal competition is an essential feature of demo-
cratic governance, the emergence of hostility, 
intimidation, destruction of campaign materi-
als and increasingly divisive rhetoric raises legit-
imate concerns about the direction of our politi-
cal culture. 
  In an important intervention titled “Rejecting 
the Politics of Bitterness: A Call for Peaceful 
Democratic Engagement in Nigeria,”  Professor 
Ojo Emmanuel Ademola, First African Professor 
of Cybersecurity and Information Technology 
Management, offers a timely perspective on the 
dangers of allowing political ambitions to 
undermine national cohesion and democratic 
stability. 
  His central message is both compelling and nec-
essary: Nigeria must not sacrifice its democratic 
progress on the altar of political bitterness, per-
sonal ambitions and partisan loyalties. 
  At a time when political alignments, electoral 
predictions and presidential ambitions are 
increasingly dominating public discourse, 
Professor Ademola’s position reminds us that no 
individual, political party, ethnic group or 
region possesses a monopoly on political power, 
public dissatisfaction or the democratic right to 
participate in governance. 
  This is a fundamental principle that Nigerians 
must uphold as preparations for another elec-
toral cycle gather momentum. 
Political competition must not become politi-
cal hostility 
One of the most significant concerns raised by 
Professor Ademola is the growing tendency for 
political competition to degenerate into intoler-
ance and hostility. Reports of harassment 
against political aspirants, destruction of cam-
paign posters and billboards, and the use of 
inflammatory political language are troubling 
developments that deserve collective condem-
nation. 
  Democracy derives its strength from diversity of 
opinion, freedom of association and the consti-
tutional right of citizens to support candidates 
of their choice. Consequently, political disagree-
ment should never become an excuse for intimi-
dation, victimisation or violence. 
  Professor Ademola’s argument is particularly 
relevant because political intolerance rarely 
emerges as a full-blown crisis. It often begins 
with verbal aggression, hostile campaigns and 
seemingly insignificant acts of provocation 
before escalating into more serious confronta-
tions. 
  Nigeria must therefore recognise these early 
warning signs and resist every attempt to nor-
malise political aggression. 
  The destruction of another person’s campaign 
materials does not strengthen one’s preferred 
candidate. Harassing political opponents does 
not demonstrate political superiority. Rather, 
these actions expose the inability to accommo-
date democratic pluralism. 
No democracy can thrive on bitterness 
At the heart of Professor Ademola’s intervention 
is the conviction that politics must remain a plat-
form for service, development, constructive 
engagement and nation-building. 
  Political offices are temporary, electoral victo-
ries are never permanent, and the dynamics of 
political alliances can change at any time. 

Today’s political opponent may become tomor-
row’s governing partner, while former allies may 
eventually find themselves on opposing sides. 
  This reality should encourage political maturity 
and discourage the culture of vengeance that 
increasingly characterises political conversations. 
  Leadership should not be measured by the num-
ber of opponents humiliated, reputations 
destroyed or insults exchanged. It should be mea-
sured by the capacity to build consensus, accom-
modate divergent perspectives and pursue the 
collective interests of society. 
  As Professor Ademola rightly emphasises, the 
true test of democratic leadership goes beyond 
winning elections. It lies in preserving peace, pro-
moting justice and serving the people. 
Nigeria needs political actors who understand 
that national stability is more important than per-
sonal political advancement. 
Poverty requires governance, not just charity 
Another important dimension of Professor 
Ademola’s argument is the relationship between 
poverty, social vulnerability and the responsibili-
ty of government. 
  Nigeria’s socioeconomic difficulties cannot be 
explained exclusively through individual choices, 
personal attitudes or the absence of family and 
community support. Such explanations overlook 
the structural conditions that continue to expose 
millions of citizens to economic hardship. 
  While religious institutions, charitable organisa-
tions and community networks provide com-
mendable humanitarian assistance, their inter-
ventions cannot replace effective governance and 
comprehensive social protection systems. 
  This distinction is particularly important in a 
country where millions of citizens continue to 
confront unemployment, rising living costs, inad-
equate healthcare and limited access to quality 
education. 
  Professor Ademola’s position challenges political 
leaders to look beyond temporary interventions 
and embrace sustainable solutions that address 
the underlying causes of poverty. 
  Meaningful poverty reduction requires employ-
ment opportunities, productive economic poli-
cies, accessible public services, institutional 
accountability and social safety nets that protect 

vulnerable populations. 
  The responsibility of government is not merely 
to respond to suffering but to create the condi-
tions that prevent citizens from remaining 
trapped in cycles of deprivation. 
  Consequently, the 2027 electoral conversation 
should place greater emphasis on policies capa-
ble of improving the living conditions of ordi-
nary Nigerians rather than allowing political per-
sonalities and rivalries to dominate the national 
agenda. 
Political leaders must take responsibility for 
their words and actions 
Professor Ademola also draws attention to the 
responsibility of political leaders and their sup-
porters in maintaining a peaceful democratic 
environment. 
  The language of political leadership carries con-
siderable influence. Statements made by candi-
dates, party officials and influential supporters 
can either reduce tensions or intensify existing 
divisions. 
  In a diverse country such as Nigeria, political 
mobilisation must never exploit ethnic, religious 
or regional identities to create hostility among 
citizens. 
Our diversity should remain a source of national 
strength rather than a weapon for electoral 
manipulation. 
  Political leaders must demonstrate restraint, dis-
courage inflammatory rhetoric and ensure that 
their supporters understand the importance of 
peaceful engagement. 
  Equally, citizens must recognise that political 
loyalty should never supersede their responsibil-
ity to the nation. Supporting a candidate does not 
require endorsing every statement, action or 
strategy associated with that individual. 
  Democratic maturity demands the ability to 
question political leaders, acknowledge oppos-
ing viewpoints and maintain mutual respect 
even in moments of intense disagreement. 
The digital age demands responsible political 
engagement 
Professor Ademola’s perspective becomes even 
more relevant when considered against the reali-
ties of contemporary digital communication. 
  Social media platforms have fundamentally 
transformed political participation in Nigeria. 
Citizens can now engage public officials, circu-

late information, question government decisions 
and influence national conversations with 
unprecedented speed. 
  However, these opportunities also introduce 
serious risks, particularly the spread of misinfor-
mation, disinformation, online harassment and 
politically motivated propaganda. 
  The circulation of fabricated electoral predic-
tions and inflammatory narratives can deepen 
existing divisions and undermine public confi-
dence in democratic institutions. 
As a Professor of Cybersecurity and Information 
Technology Management, Professor Ademola’s 
emphasis on responsible digital engagement car-
ries particular significance. 
  The digital space must not become an unrestrict-
ed environment for political abuse, malicious 
propaganda and incitement. Citizens must exer-
cise discernment, verify information before shar-
ing it and distinguish legitimate political criti-
cism from deliberate attempts to mislead or pro-
voke. 
  Democracy requires informed citizens, and an 
informed citizenry cannot be built on rumours, 
fabricated narratives and emotional manipula-
tion. 
  The responsibility to protect the integrity of pub-
lic discourse therefore extends beyond political 
institutions to every individual participating in 
the digital environment. 
National unity must be greater than political 
ambition 
Perhaps the most important message running 
through Professor Ademola’s intervention is the 
need to choose national unity over political divi-
sion. 
  Nigeria is confronted by challenges that demand 
collective attention. Insecurity, unemployment, 
poverty, infrastructural deficiencies and gover-
nance concerns cannot be adequately addressed 
in an atmosphere dominated by resentment and 
political hostility. 
No political party can independently resolve 
every national challenge, and no individual pos-
sesses all the answers required to move the coun-
try forward. 
  The ability to cooperate across political, ethnic, 
religious and regional boundaries is therefore 
essential to sustainable national development. 
Professor Ademola’s appeal reminds Nigerians 
that peaceful elections are not solely the responsi-
bility of government institutions and security 
agencies. They are a collective responsibility 
involving political leaders, party supporters, reli-
gious institutions, the media, civil society and 
ordinary citizens. 
Every Nigerian has a role to play in protecting the 
country’s democratic future. 
The democracy we must preserve 
As Nigeria approaches the 2027 general elections, 
the country must deliberately reject the politics 
of bitterness and embrace a culture of tolerance, 
civility and constructive democratic engage-
ment. 
  Professor Ojo Emmanuel Ademola’s intervention 
offers more than a warning against political intol-
erance; it presents a call for a more responsible 
political culture in which leadership is defined by 
service, disagreement is accommodated through 
dialogue and national interests take precedence 
over partisan ambitions. 
Read the remaining part of this article on 
www.guardian.ng 
Adekanmbi is a Nigerian digital content creator, 
media communicator, journalist, and education-
al entrepreneur. 

Nigeria must reject politics of bitterness ahead of 2027 
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