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First Lady Oluremi Tinubu opens the plaque to com-
mission the reconstructed Lagos Governor’s Lodge 
at Asokoro, Abuja, yesterday. With her are Governor 
Babajide Sanwo-Olu (left); his wife, Mrs Ibijoke 
Sanwo-Olu and Lagos Deputy Governor, Dr Kadri 
Obafemi Hamzat. (inset: Reconstructed Lagos Gov-
ernor’s Lodge in Abuja)

Managing Director (MD), Lagos Bus Services Limited (LBSL), Engr. Olasunkanmi Ojowuro (left); Head of Bus Services, Lagos Metropolitan Area Transport 
Authority (LAMATA), Mrs Olukemi Amure; Permanent Secretary, Lagos State Ministry of Transportation, Mr Maroof Olawale Musa; Commissioner for Trans-
portation, Lagos State, Mr Oluwaseun Osiyemi; President and Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Oando Clean Energy Limited (OCEL), Mr Ademola Ogunbanjo; 
MD and CEO, LAMATA, Engr. (Mrs) Abimbola Akinajo; Country Account Manager, Yutong West Africa, Mr Damian Li; and Divisional Head, Infrastructure Fi-
nance, Bank of Industry (BOI), Mrs Ibitoru Olutoyin Ubosi, at the launch of OCEL’s electric bus rollout, in partnership with the Lagos State Government, at 
LAMATA Place, Lagos, yesterday.
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• 2025 - Nigeria  
Soldiers blocked FCT Min-
ister Nyesom Wike and 
FCTA officials from access-
ing a disputed Gaduwa 
District land under orders 
from former Chief of Naval 
Staff, Vice Admiral Awwal 
Zubairu Gambo. 
• 2021 - South Africa 
F. W. de Klerk, ex-President 
of South Africa, Nobel 
Peace Prize laureate died. 
As last head of state from 
era of white-minority rule, 
he dismantled apartheid 
system. In 1993, he publicly 
apologised for apartheid's 
harmful effects and over-
saw the 1994 non-racial 
election in which Mandela 
led African National Con-
gress to victory; De Klerk 
became Deputy President 
in Mandela's Government 
of National Unity where he 
supported government's 
economic policies but op-
posed the Truth and Rec-
onciliation Commission 
set up to investigate past 
human rights abuses be-
cause he wanted total 
amnesty for political crimes 
• 2020  -  Nigeria 
Hesitantly, Nigeria finally 
joined African Continental 
Free Trade Area after sign-
ing the agreement in July 
2019, becoming the 34th 
nation to join AfCFTA after 
Pres. Buhari signed the pro- 
tocol at the African Union 
Summit in 2019 that aims 
to eliminate tariffs be-
tween member states. 
• 2018  -  Nigeria 
The Bill for an Act to estab-
lish the Nigeria Centre for 
Disease Control & Preven-
tion with mandate to lead 
preparedness, detection 
and response to infectious 
disease outbreaks was 
signed into law by Pres. 
Muhammadu Buhari. 
• 2004  -  Palestine 
The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation confirmed 
the death of Yasser Arafat 
from unidentified causes. 
Mahmoud Abbas was 
elected new chairman of 
the PLO minutes later. 
• 1992 -  England 
General Synod of the Church 
of England voted to allow 
women to become priests. 
• 1942  -  Turkey 
Turkish parliament passed 
the Varlık Vergisi, a capital 
tax levied on non-Muslims 
with unofficial aim to in-
flict financial ruin on them 
and end their prominence 
in the country's economy. 
• 1923 -  Germany  
Adolf Hitler was arrested 
in Munich for treason for 
his role in Beer Hall Putsch 
• 1918  -  Germany 
Remembrance Day is ob-
served on November 11 to 
recall end of First World 
War hostilities that ended 
"at the 11th hour of the 11th 
day of the 11th month" of 
1918, in accordance with 
the armistice signed by 
representatives of Ger-
many and the Entente. 
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CROSS WORD PUZZLE

Peace does not fare well 
where poverty and depriva-

tion reign. It does not  
flourish where there is  
ignorance and a lack of  

education and information. 
 

If I look back, the one thing 
that I am proud of is that for 
once I as a political leader, 
kept every promise I made 
within one term of office. 

We achieved a new  
constitution; we achieved  
a new bill of rights, which  
encapsulated this vision  

of justice for all.                
FREDERIK W. 

de KLERK 
 

Palestine is the cement that 
holds the Arab world  

together, or it is the explo-
sive that blows it apart. 

YASSER  
ARAFAT  

‘‘
TODAY’S QUOTE

SPOTLIGHT

”
Tope Templer Olaiya,  
News Editor
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Check page 29 for solution to the puzzle

• Buying new things 
can make you want 
more new things — a 
phenomenon called 
the Diderot Effect. 
After getting one 
item, you're more 
likely to feel the 'need' 
to align it with even 
more upgrades. 

Panorama

By Yetunde Ayobami Ojo

Oando expands electric bus fleet as pilot phase avoids 216,000 litres of diesel
the Lagos Metropolitan Area 
Transport Authority 
(LAMATA), marks the transi-
tion from the proof-of-con-
cept phase to full 
implementation of the com-
pany's electric mobility ini-
tiative with the Lagos State 
Government. 
   Since their deployment, the 
two buses have carried about 
788,000 passengers, covered 
433,000 km and avoided 
roughly 216,000 litres of 

diesel, with close to zero 
downtime. In the first nine 
months of 2026 alone, the 
service recorded more than 
212,000 passenger journeys 
at 73% average capacity utili-
sation. 
   Speaking at the launch cer-
emony, Lagos State Commis-
sioner for Transportation, 
Mr. Oluwaseun Osiyemi, said 
the buses support the state's 
goal of net-zero emissions by 
2050. 

OANDO Clean Energy Lim-
ited (OCEL), the renew-

able energy subsidiary of 
Oando Energy Resources, 
has commenced the full de-
ployment of electric buses in 
Lagos after its two-bus pilot 
scheme avoided the use of 
about 216,000 litres of diesel 
and covered 433,000 kilome-
tres. 
   The deployment, under-
taken in partnership with 

NERC approves N30b for metering to push MAF to N79b
THE Nigerian Electricity 

Regulatory Commission 
(NERC) has approved N30 
billion for the third tranche 
of the Meter Acquisition 
Fund (MAF), bringing the 
total amount approved 
under the scheme to N79 bil-
lion in an intensified effort 
to close Nigeria's electricity 
metering gap. 
   The latest approval, con-
tained in Order No. NERC/ 
2026/121 on the Operationali-
sation of Tranche C of the 
Meter Acquisition Fund, 

took effect on November 2, 
2026. Under the arrangement, 
the N30 billion will be distrib-
uted among 11 electricity dis-
tribution companies (DisCos) 
in proportion to their respec-
tive contributions to the fund. 
   NERC said the money would 
be used to meter all remain-
ing unmetered Band A cus-
tomers and accelerate the 
provision of meters to Band B 
consumers, with equitable 

distribution across states 
within the respective Dis-
Cos' franchise areas. 
   The latest intervention 
builds on two previous 
funding rounds under the 
Presidential Metering Ini-
tiative, which was intro-
duced to address the 
country's persistent meter-
ing deficit and reduce de-
pendence on estimated 
billing. 

   In June 2024, the commis-
sion approved N21 billion for 
Tranche A of the MAF, follow-
ing the accumulation of 
N21.86 billion from contribu-
tions to the fund as of the 
April 2024 electricity market 
settlement cycle. 
   The first tranche was specifi-
cally designed to provide me-
ters for unmetered Band A 
customers, who were placed 
on higher electricity tariffs. 

By Suliyat Tella 

Bala emerges winner of 
16th UBA Foundation 
Essay Competition 

Flooded Apolo street, Makoko after yesterday’s downpour in Lagos.                     PHOTO: ENIOLA DANIEL

KHAIRA Ojima Bala of 
Metro International 

School, Abuja, has been 
crowned as Nigeria's top 
secondary school essayist 
for 2026, emerging as the 
winner of the 16th edition 
of the UBA Foundation Na-
tional Essay Competition 
   Khaira, 15, was announced 
as the winner during the 
grand finale of the compe-
tition, where she received a 
N15m educational grant to 
study at any university in 
Africa. The event was held 
on Tuesday at UBA House, 
Marina, Lagos, and had a 
large audience which in-
cluded finalists, parents, 
students, teachers and 
judges. 
   An elated Bala dedicated 
the award to her parents. “I 
am so happy right now. My 
parents have sacrificed so 
much for my education, 
and this award belongs to 
them as much as it belongs 
to me,” she said. “I also 
want to thank the UBA 
Foundation for giving us a 
platform to share our 
ideas.” 

@TopeTempler

Court remands FIJ journalist Ojukwu in Kuje over 2024 stories
   The judge ordered that 
Ojukwu be remanded until 
December 1, 2026, in a crimi-
nal suit filed against him by 
the Inspector-General of Po-
lice (IGP). The IGP, in a crimi-
nal suit marked FHC/ABJ/CR/ 
486/2024, dated September 
19, 2024, filed a 12-count 
charge against Ojukwu and 
Fisayo Soyombo. 

   Ojukwu pleaded not guilty 
to all the counts charge read 
to him. In the charge, the de-
fendants were accused of 
writing a series of stories in 
2024 about Adejoke Orelope-
Adefulire, the Senior Special 
Assistant on Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SSAP-
SDGs) to the late President 
Muhammadu Buhari. 

JUSTICE Joyce Abdulmalik 
of the Federal High Court, 

Abuja, has ordered the re-
mand of Daniel Ojukwu, a 
correspondent with the 
Foundation for Investigative 
Journalism (FIJ), at the Kuje 
Correctional Custodial Cen-
tre over stories published in 
2024. 

From Kingsley Jeremiah (Abuja)

By Waliat Musa

• ACROSS 
 
1. LGA in Akwa Ibom state, (6). 
4. Arrest someone, (3). 
7. Something inserted, (5). 
8. English poet, (4). 
9. Lyric poem, (3). 
11. A long hair on horse's neck, 
(4). 
15. Type of powdered milk, (4). 
16. Taxi, (3). 
18. Nothing, (4). 
19. Brownish-yellow, (5). 
20. Place something, (3). 
21. Handle awkwardly, (6). 
 
© Olulana Olukayode 

• DOWN 
 
1. Puzzling person, (6). 
2. Mentally ill, (6). 
3. Contralto, abbr., (4). 
5. Forbid officially, (3). 
6. Liberian’s Late President, 
(3). 
10. Indicating reversal, (2). 
12. Large African tree, (6). 
13. America's 5th President, 
(6). 
14. 4th sol fa scale note, (2). 
16. Policeman, (3). 
17. Hindu courtesy title, (4). 
18. Cloth fastener, (3). 
 

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS
• Do you know that 
you can escalate unre-
solved issues to the 
Federal Competition 
and Consumer Pro-
tection Commission 
(FCCPC), which inves-
tigates claims, issues 
enforcement orders, 
and provides filing 
services for free.
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From Rotimi Agboluaje, Ibadan

Gov presents N1.12tr 
2027 budget, swears in 
four permsecs

Makinde’s ex-CoS, 
32 others defect to 
APC in Ogbomoso  

THE immediate past Chief of 
Staff (CoS) to Governor Seyi 

Makinde of Oyo State, Segun 
Ogunwuyi, yesterday led 32 
other chieftains of the Allied 
People’s Movement (APM) to 
join the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) in Ogbomoso. 
  This was as the governor pre-
sented a N1.12 trillion appro-
priation bill for the 2027 fiscal 
year to the House of Assembly, 
allocating N236.15 billion to in-
frastructure development. 
  He also reaffirmed his admin-
istration’s commitment to mer-
it-based appointments, fair-
ness and inclusiveness in the 
public service, as he swore in 
four permanent secretaries. 
  Vehicular movement was halt-
ed for over three hours as APC 
members and supporters 
trooped out to witness the 
politicians officially join the 
APC at the rally held at Oja’Gbo 
in front of Soun Ogunlola Hall 
at the city centre. 
  Other chieftains who report-
edly declared for the APC in-
clude Rasak Gbadegesin (Ag-
beti), Timothy Oyeniyi, Alabi 
Olateju,  Dr. Banji Folaranmi, 
Isaiah Adegbite, Peter Oyetun-
ji and APM Chairman for Og-
bomoso North Local Council, Ji-
moh Sikiru. 
  Speaking on behalf of the de-
fectors, Ogunwuyi said they 
came to APC to add value, stress-
ing that APC would win con-
vincingly in Ogbomoso.  
   Welcoming them, Oyo APC 
chairman, Moses Adeyemo, as-
sured the defectors of equal 
opportunities. He urged them 
to work hard for the success of 
the APC candidates in the 2027 
general elections.  

THE budget, christened ‘Bud-
get of Sustained Progress’, is 

the final yearly appropriation 
bill to be presented by Makinde, 
whose second term in office is 
expected to end in 2027. 
   The governor presented the 
proposal during a special ple-
nary at the Parliament Building, 
Secretariat, Ibadan. 
  Giving a breakdown of the pro-
posed expenditure, Makinde 
said N670 billion (about 60 
per cent) was earmarked for 
capital expenditure, while 
N444 billion was allocated to re-
current expenditure. 
 
 

From John Akubo, Abuja 

Challenges financial  
officers’ submissions 
as Senate vows deeper 
probe

Kyari says no 
money is missing 
from NNPCL,  
disputes audit 
findings

FORMER Group Chief Execu-
tive Officer (GCEO) of the 

Nigerian National Petroleum 
Company Limited (NNPCL), 
Mele Kyari, has pushed back 
against the N210 trillion finan-
cial controversy surrounding 
the state-owned oil company, ac-
cusing auditors of misinter-
preting accounting entries and 
wrongly presenting them as 
missing funds. 
   Appearing before the Senate 
Committee on Public Accounts 
yesterday, Kyari insisted that 
not a single kobo of the dis-
puted N210 trillion was lost un-
der his leadership. 
  Describing the figures as book-
keeping entries that had been 
misconstrued in the audit re-
ports, the former oil company 
chief also questioned submis-
sions made by some former 
NNPCL financial officers, in-
sisting that the controversy re-
quired a proper understand-
ing of the company’s account-
ing records. 
   “I confirm at this moment 
that nothing is lost,” Kyari de-
clared. “It’s simply not possible 
under my care and under my 
leadership for that to happen. It 
did not happen, and there are 
actually entry issues, which I 
know have been clarified. They 
are all issues of bookkeeping 
that have nothing to do with 
any loss,” he told the lawmakers. 
   His appearance came amid 
scrutiny of NNPCL’s financial 
statements and audit findings 
that raised questions about 
transactions running into N210 
trillion. 
  He also defended the contro-
versial N2.99 billion expendi-
ture on the incorporation of 
NNPCL, dismissing suggestions 
that the company made ques-
tionable payments to secure 
its registration or name. 
  According to him, the expen-
diture covered statutory ser-
vices rendered by government 
institutions and was incurred 
by NNPCL on behalf of the Fed-
eration. 
 
 

NCDC confirms dengue in two states, chikungunya in Sokoto

THE Nigeria Centre for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-

tion (NCDC) has confirmed 
dengue fever in Sokoto and 
Zamfara states, and chikungun-
ya in Sokoto, even as health au-
thorities brace for the seasonal 
resurgence of other potential-
ly deadly infections. 
  NCDC also disclosed that the 
index patient in the country’s 
Ebola outbreak remains posi-
tive and hospitalised in Switzer-
land, while 62 contacts were be-
ing monitored. 
   The development comes as 
Nigeria approaches the dry sea-
son, a period associated with in-
creased risk of cerebrospinal 
meningitis and seasonal trans-
mission of Lassa fever, prompt-
ing calls for strengthened dis-
ease surveillance, early detec-
tion and preparedness. 
  The agency urged Nigerians to 
remain vigilant against multi-
ple infectious diseases, warning 
against assuming that every 
fever is malaria, as it disclosed 
that the country had recorded 

no additional Ebola case three 
weeks after confirming an im-
ported infection caused by the 
Bundibugyo virus. 
  Director-General of NCDC, Dr Jide 
Idris, disclosed this in a national 
health security update/advisory 
yesterday, marking 21 days since 
Nigeria confirmed the imported 
Ebola case on October 20, 2026. 
   Idris said the agency had de-
ployed National Rapid Response 
Teams, including entomologists 
from the National Arbovirus Re-
search Centre, Enugu, to support 
affected states with case finding, 
laboratory investigations, clinical 
readiness, community engage-
ment and mosquito control. 
   He confirmed that the teams 
were working with state author-
ities to address gaps identified 
during field investigations and 
monitor the evolving disease sit-
uation. 
  The NCDC chief explained that 
dengue and chikungunya could 
present with symptoms such as 
fever, headache, body pains and 

joint pains, making it important 
for Nigerians to seek medical as-
sessment rather than auto-
matically treating every fever as 
malaria. 
   Chikungunya is a mosquito-
borne viral infection caused by 
the chikungunya virus (CHIKV), 
characterised by fever, severe 
joint pain and other flu-like 
symptoms, while dengue is 
caused by the dengue virus and 
presents with high fever, severe 
headache, muscle and joint 
pain, nausea and skin rash, with 
severe cases potentially result-
ing in life-threatening compli-
cations. 
  He warned that dengue could 
become life-threatening when 
warning signs were missed, and 
advised people with persistent 
fever, particularly when ac-
companied by rash, vomiting or 
severe joint pains, to seek med-
ical attention. 
  The DG gave the update on Ebo-
la through the agency’s Director 
of Public Health, Dr Odianosan 

Ehiakhamen, during a Nigerian 
Institute of Medical Research 
(NIMR) webinar entitled ‘Safe-
guarding Nigeria Together: The 
NIMR Ebola Webinar’. 
  Ehiakhamen said the patient’s 
viral load appeared to be de-
clining, as indicated by rising cy-
cle threshold (Ct) values, al-
though the test results re-
mained positive. He added that 
the patient’s spouse tested neg-
ative and was being accommo-
dated separately. 

Ministers, Gbajabiamila defend Tinubu’s reforms, manifesto
From Bridget Chiedu Onochie, 
Adamu Abuh and Johnson Eyiangho, 
Abuja

APC targets bigger oil production, electricity, CNG infrastructure

MINISTER of Budget and 
Economic Planning, Sen. 

Atiku Bagudu, has said Presi-
dent Bola Tinubu is working to-
wards transforming Nigeria 
into a $2 trillion economy, in-
sisting that the country has 
the potential to achieve an eco-
nomic feat comparable to, or 
greater than, that of Brazil. 

  Bagudu disclosed this yesterday 
at the launch of the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) manifesto 
for the presidential election, en-
titled ‘From Reform To Prosper-
ity’ agenda 2027 - 2031. 
  Also, the Minister of Industry, 
Trade and Investment, Dr 
Jumoke Oduwole, disclosed that 
the Federal Government is tar-
geting at least $15 billion in year-
ly non-oil exports, one million 
export-linked jobs by 2031 and 
the establishment of an anchor 
industrial cluster in each of 
Nigeria’s six geopolitical zones. 
  On his part, Chief of Staff to the 
President, Femi Gbajabiamila, 
defended the economic reforms 
introduced by the Tinubu ad-
ministration, saying the Presi-
dent chose to govern as a lead-
er rather than a politician by 
confronting difficult economic 
challenges despite their imme-

diate consequences for Nige-
rians. 
  APC unveiled an ambitious en-
ergy sector agenda aimed at in-
creasing Nigeria’s crude oil 
production to three million 
barrels per day, expanding elec-
tricity generation, strength-
ening domestic refining ca-
pacity and accelerating the 
transition to gas-powered 
transportation. 
  Bagudu maintained that the 
President was driven by the 
conviction that Nigeria should 
not place limitations on its 
economic ambitions when 
countries such as Brazil had 
been able to build economies 
valued at about $2 trillion. 
  According to him, the Presi-
dent’s thinking is anchored on 
the belief that Nigeria has the 
human and material resources 
to attain a much higher level of 

economic prosperity if the right 
policies were implemented. 
  He said: “For the President, if 
Brazil can be a $2 trillion econ-
omy, why not Nigeria? Let me re-
peat, maybe the journalists may 
not care. This is how profound 
his thinking is: why not Nige-
ria?” 
  The minister said Tinubu had 
demonstrated the political 
courage to take difficult deci-
sions aimed at addressing the 
country’s economic challenges, 
even when such measures at-
tracted criticism and imposed 
temporary hardship on Nigeri-
ans. 

ODUWOLE said the adminis-
tration also intended to 

raise manufacturing’s contri-
bution to the Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) to at least 12 per 
cent. 
  She explained that the targets 

Kwara State Governor, AbdulRahman AbdulRazaq (left); Vice President Kashim Shettima; President Bola Tinubu; Jigawa State Governor, Umar Namadi; 
Chairman of Progressives Governors' Forum (PGF), Governor Hope Uzodimma of Imo State; Speaker House of Representatives, Tajudeen Abbas; Deputy 
President of the Senate, Barau Jibrin at the commissioning of Bola Ahmed Tinubu Multipurpose Skills Acquisition Centre, during the APC presidential  
campaign rally in Jigawa State, yesterday.

Ebola index patient remains positiveBy Ijeoma Nwanosike 
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formed part of the government’s 
economic strategy to expand 
industrial production, strength-
en exports and create quality 
employment opportunities 
across the country. 
  The minister said the adminis-
tration’s ongoing interventions 
had begun to benefit different 
categories of Nigerians, includ-
ing electricity consumers, farm-
ers, first-time borrowers and 
railway commuters. 
   According to her, estimated 
electricity bills have declined 
under the administration, while 
farmers have received direct 
agricultural inputs to support 
their production activities. 
  She disclosed that more than 
350,000 first-time borrowers 
had gained access to structured 
credit, with women account-
ing for 59 per cent of the bene-
ficiaries. 
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Senate raises concern, probes airspace closures for VIPs
SENATE has raised concerns 

about the safety implica-
tions of prolonged airspace 
closures for Very Important 
Personalities (VIPs), warning 
that poor coordination could 
turn routine flight delays into 
aviation disasters. 
  The lawmakers have conse-
quently ordered an investiga-
tion into the practice, with 
particular attention to com-
mercial aircraft forced to circle 
for hours while awaiting clear-
ance for VIP movements. 
  They also want aviation au-
thorities to consider diverting 
affected flights to alternative 

airports rather than keeping 
aircraft airborne for extended 
periods. 
  The resolution followed a 
motion sponsored by Senator 
Isah Jibrin during yesterday’s 
plenary, which highlighted 
the growing disruption to 
commercial flight operations 
caused by airspace restric-
tions. 
  The Senate mandated its 
Committee on Aviation to in-
vestigate the circumstances 
surrounding the restrictions 
and determine whether avia-
tion authorities were comply-

ing with established safety 
and operational procedures. 
  The committee, chaired by 
Senator Abdulfatai Buhari, is 
to engage the Nigerian Civil 
Aviation Authority (NCAA), the 
Nigerian Airspace Manage-
ment Agency (NAMA), the Nige-
rian Safety Investigation Bureau 
(NSIB), and the Federal Airports 
Authority of Nigeria (FAAN). 

MEANWHILE, the Nigerian 
Air Traffic Controllers’ As-

sociation (NATCA) has threat-
ened to withdraw its services 
over the alleged persistent fail-
ure of the Federal Government 

ECOWAS States set January deadline for biometric ID acceptance at borders

ECOWAS member States have 
agreed to accept the bloc’s 

National Biometric Identity 
Card (ENBIC) at all official bor-
der crossing points from Jan-
uary 1, 2027, in a move aimed 
at easing movement across 
West Africa and strengthening 
the implementation of the re-
gional free movement proto-
col. 
  The commitment is contained 
in the Freetown Declaration 
adopted at the 10th Annual 
Meeting of ECOWAS Heads of 
Immigration, held in Sierra 
Leone from November 3 to 4. 
  Under the declaration, a valid 
biometric identity card issued 
by any ECOWAS member state 
is to be recognised as sufficient 

proof of identity and Commu-
nity citizenship at official border 
posts, whether or not the issuing 
country has commenced its 
own national rollout. 
 The decision places fresh re-
sponsibility on immigration 
authorities to establish the ad-
ministrative and technical ar-
rangements required to recog-
nise and verify cards issued by 
other member states. 
  For Nigeria, the commitment 
comes as the Nigeria Immigra-
tion Service (NIS) continues 
work on its national biometric 
identity card system and the 
technology required to support 
border verification. 
  The Comptroller-General of 
the NIS, Kemi Nandap, told the 
Freetown meeting that Nigeria 

was implementing the ENBIC 
through its locally developed 
Border Control and Immigra-
tion Management System 
(BCIMS). 
  She said mobile verification 
devices connected to the system 
were being deployed at border 
crossing points, while plans 
were also underway to extend 
issuance of the card to Nigeri-
ans in the diaspora. 
  The Heads of Immigration 
further asked the ECOWAS 
Commission to finalise com-
mon technical specifications 
and a regional verification 
mechanism, to operationalise 
an existing monitoring and 
evaluation committee, and to 
report annually on the rollout 
and acceptance of the card. 

to address deficiencies in the 
country’s airspace communi-
cation and surveillance infras-
tructure. 
  The association specifically 
lamented that the lack of im-
provements in critical air traffic 
management equipment, es-
pecially communication sys-
tems, despite repeated engage-
ments with relevant authorities 
and announced procurement 
approvals, was hindering its 
ability to discharge its duties 
effectively. 
  But the Minister of Aviation 
and Aerospace Development, 

Festus Keyamo, asked the as-
sociation and its members to 
embrace sustained dialogue 
over the concerns, saying that 
the Federal Government, 
through the Bureau for Public 
Procurement (BPP), had ap-
proved the acquisition of some 
equipment for air traffic con-
trollers. 
  Speaking yesterday during 
his welcome address at the 
55th Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) of NATCA with the 
theme: ‘Beyond Silos to Syn-
ergy: Shaping the Future of 
Nigerian Air Traffic Manage-
ment,’ in Lagos, the President 
of NATCA, Amos Edino, warned 
that the association may be 
forced to consider withdraw-

NATIONAL Human Rights 
Commissions of Nigeria 

and India have signed a Mem-
orandum of Understanding 
(MoU) to strengthen institu-
tional cooperation, exchange 
expertise and improve human 
rights protection in both coun-
tries. 
  The National Human Rights 
Commission of India, led by 
the Chairperson, Justice V. Ra-
masubramanian, who spoke 
at the signing ceremony in 
Abuja yesterday, described the 
agreement as a historic de-
velopment, saying it would 
deepen an existing relation-
ship between the two coun-
tries and strengthen South-
South cooperation. 

  He commended the Executive 
Secretary of Nigeria’s National 
Human Rights Commission 
(NHRC), Dr Tony Ojukwu, for 
his efforts in making the agree-
ment possible. 
  The Indian delegation leader 
noted that Nigeria and India 
shared historical and demo-
graphic similarities, including 
religious, linguistic and ethnic 
diversity, as well as experiences 
of colonial rule. 
  He recalled that India estab-
lished a liaison office in Nigeria 
in 1958, two years before Nige-
ria gained independence in 
1960, while India became in-
dependent in 1947. 
  The signing took place during 
the presentation of the com-
mission’s October 2026 Hu-
man Rights Situation Dash-

board in Abuja. 

MEANWHILE. the Attorney 
General of the Federation 

(AGF) and Minister of Justice, 
Lateef Fagbemi, SAN, has as-
sured the National Human 
Rights Commission (NHRC) 
of the Federal Government’s 
commitment to protecting 
its statutory independence, 
declaring that the commission 
must be free from the control 
or direction of any authority 
or individual in carrying out 
its mandate. 
  Fagbemi gave the assurance 
yesterday in Abuja when he 
received a joint delegation of 
the National Human Rights 
Commission of Nigeria and 
its Indian counterpart, fol-
lowing the signing of a Mem-
orandum of Understanding 

(MoU) between the two insti-
tutions to strengthen coop-
eration in human rights pro-
tection. 
  According to the AGF, Section 
6(3) of the National Human 
Rights Commission (Amend-
ment) Act, 2010, expressly 
guarantees the commission’s 
independence in the exercise 
of its statutory functions, 
adding that the administration 
had continued to respect and 
protect the provision. 
  He said the effectiveness of 
human rights protection 
should be measured not by 
constitutional provisions alone 
but by their practical imple-
mentation through accessible 
institutions, accountable pub-
lic authorities and an inde-
pendent judiciary. 

AGF pledges support as NHRC, India seal human rights pact 

ing its services if the govern-
ment failed to present a clear 
strategic plan for the compre-
hensive overhaul of the in-
frastructure. 
  Edino regretted that the as-
sociation had, over the years, 
raised concerns about the con-
dition of communication and 
surveillance facilities across 
the country without receiving 
the desired response. 
  According to him, NATCA 
had sought high-level inter-
vention from Keyamo, the Na-
tional Counter Terrorism Cen-
tre, the Office of the National 
Security Adviser and the man-
agement of the Nigerian 
Airspace Management Agency 
(NAMA), all to no avail.

Nigeria to end foreign 
missions’ funding crisis, 
seeks framework

GERMAN Government has 
renewed its support for 

Nigerian entrepreneurs, say-
ing it remains committed 
to working with Nigeria and 
all its partners to ensure that 
entrepreneurship con-
tributes to inclusive eco-
nomic growth, productive 
employment and shared 
prosperity. 
  Speaking at the three-day 
National MSME Conference 
2026 in Lagos, which began 
yesterday with the theme 
‘The Next Frontier for Inno-
vation, Policy and Market 
Access,’ the Deputy Consul 
General, German Consulate 
Lagos, Katharina Ziegler, said 
the theme of the conference 
speaks to opportunities Ger-
many and Nigeria want to 
advance together: “the 
growth of Nigerian enter-
prises, stronger commercial 
ties between our countries 
and increased investment 
in Nigeria.” 

FEDERAL Government has 
initiated a comprehensive 

review of the funding arrange-
ments for Nigeria’s diplomatic 
missions abroad, amid per-
sistent financial constraints 
threatening their operations.  
  The review, being coordinated 
by the Revenue Mobilisation, 
Allocation and Fiscal Com-
mission (RMAFC), is expected 
to produce a sustainable, trans-
parent and predictable financ-
ing framework that will ad-
dress funding uncertainties, 
improve expenditure man-
agement and strengthen ac-
countability in the operation 
of Nigerian embassies and 
high commissions.   
  The initiative follows a pres-
idential directive issued on 
October 14, 2026, mandating 
the creation of a Presidential 
Technical Working Group to 
examine the existing funding 
structure and recommend 
practical reforms to address 
the financial challenges facing 
the country’s foreign mis-
sions. 

By Yetunde Ayobami Ojo  
and Oludare Richards 

Former Presidents of the Institute of Chartered Accountants of Nigeria (ICAN), Davidson Alaribe (left), Dr Comfort Olu Eyitayo; Chairman, Body of Past 
Presidents, ICAN, Felix Bajomo; President/Chairman of Council, Queensley Sofuratu Seghosime and Vice President, Etofolam Osuji, during the 2026 
International Accounting Day walk in Lagos, yesterday.                        PHOTO: AYODELE ADENIRAN 

From Olusegun Koiki (Lagos)  
and John Akubo (Abuja)

MULTICHOICE Group, a 
CANAL+ Company, has 

welcomed a directive issued 
by Nigeria’s National Broad-
casting Commission (NBC) on 
2 November 2026, reaffirming 
the rules governing intellectual 
property rights and the re-
transmission of audiovisual 
content in Nigeria. 
  The directive reinforces a fun-
damental principle of broad-
casting that access to another 
operator’s signal does not con-
fer the right to retransmit or 
commercially redistribute its 
content. It makes clear that 
operators must obtain the nec-
essary rights and authorisations 
before retransmitting protect-
ed content, and that unautho-
rised retransmission consti-
tutes a violation of intellectual 
property rights. 
  Welcoming the directive, Kemi 
Omotosho, CEO of MultiChoice 
Nigeria, said the NBC’s clarifi-
cation was an important step 
towards protecting content 
creators and rights-holders, 
while establishing a more or-
derly and sustainable broad-
casting market. 

Germany pledges  
support for Nigerian  
entrepreneurs, harps  
on innovation

MultiChoice welcomes 
NBC’s directive on  
content rights

• African, ECOWAS courts seek stronger cooperation, enforcement of judgments

From Ameh Ochojila, Abuja

From Joseph Chibueze, Abuja

 They also called for the mo-
bilisation of resources and 
wider public awareness, par-
ticularly among citizens, 
traders and communities liv-
ing around border areas. 
  In a goodwill message, Chief 
of Mission of the International 
Organisation for Migration 
(IOM) in Nigeria and ECOWAS, 
Sharon Dimanche, said region-
al integration should be mea-
sured by the experience of 
travellers at border crossing 
points. 
  She noted that recognition 
of travel documents, har-
monised procedures and effi-
cient border services could fa-
cilitate legitimate movement, 
protect livelihoods and 
strengthen border security. 

NIGERIA’S pension industry 
is seeking to mobilise up 

to $750 million for infrastruc-
ture development through a 
proposed investment fund 
that has already attracted in-
terest from 19 Nigerian pension 
funds. 
  The initiative, being devel-
oped by the Pension Industry 
Leadership Council (PILC), in 
partnership with UK-funded 
development agency, FSD 
Africa, is expected to channel 
long-term pension assets and 
development finance into crit-
ical sectors, including energy, 
transportation and digital in-
frastructure. 
  The proposed Nigeria In-
frastructure Investment Plat-
form (PIIP) is targeting an 
initial capital mobilisation of 
$350 million at its first close 
in 2027, before scaling up to 
$750 million. 

  Under the proposed struc-
ture, Nigerian pension funds 
are expected to contribute ap-
proximately $600 million, 
while Development Finance 
Institutions (DFIs) will provide 
at least $150 million. 
 

19 PFAs indicate  
interest as pension  
industry targets  
$750m fund

By Moyosore Salami

By Eniola Daniel

• As Air traffic controllers threaten strike over poor infrastructure 
• Keyamo seeks dialogue with NATCA

By Bankole Orimisan
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Secretary to Oyo State Government (SSG), Prof. Musibau Babatunde (left); Governor Seyi Makinde, and 
Special Adviser to the Governor on Legislative Matters, Samuel Adejumo, during presentation of the 2027 budg-
et to the State House of Assembly in Ibadan, yesterday.

Read the remaining part of this 
story on www.guardian.ng

Read the remaining part of this 
story on www.guardian.ng

STAKEHOLDERS in the engi-
neering sector and the 

Lagos State Governor, 
Babajide Sanwo-Olu, yester-
day, said that Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) could play a 
critical role in helping Nigeria 
address its huge infrastruc-
ture deficit by improving the 
way projects across the coun-
try are designed, delivered 
and maintained for longevity. 
 They spoke at the 2026 
Association for Consulting 
Engineering in Nigeria 
(ACEN) yearly conference, 
general meeting and dinner 
in Lagos. 
   The experts, therefore, advo-
cated deeper exploration of AI 

in consulting engineering 
towards accelerating infra-
structure development and 
economic growth of the coun-
try. 
  ACEN President, Kunle 
Adebajo, while speaking at the 
conference, themed: 
"Infrastructure Development 
in the Era of AI: Powering the 
Nigerian Economy," said 
Nigeria's infrastructure chal-
lenges could no longer be 
addressed solely through 
increased funding, but 
required greater productivity 
and smarter delivery. 
 Adebajo said Nigeria requires 
about $100 billion in infra-

structure investment yearly, 
while its infrastructure deficit 
is estimated at $2.3 trillion. 
  He, however, lamented that 
currently, government spend-
ing covers less than 30 per 
cent of the country's yearly 
infrastructure needs, adding 
that the huge gap would 
require infrastructure proj-
ects to be better designed, 
delivered on time, and main-
tained for their full life.  
  He observed that this was 
where AI could make a signif-
icant difference, adding that 
AI was already being applied 
across the engineering sector 
through generative design, 

predictive analytics, drones, 
computer vision and digital 
twins. 
  According to him, genera-
tive design could enable 
engineers to test hundreds of 
options for road alignments 
and drainage networks in 
hours rather than weeks, 
while drones and computer 
vision could detect cracks 
and corrosion. 
 He said digital twins could 
help engineers monitor the 
performance of bridges and 
dams and predict mainte-
nance requirements before 
failures occur. 
 
 

Sanwo-Olu, ACEN advocate AI-driven solutions to Nigeria’s infrastructure gap

EKITI State has emerged sec-
ond among 34 states evalu-

ated in the Health Budget 
P e r f o r m a n c e 
Implementation Report 
released by the Nigeria 
Governors’ Forum (NGF), cov-
ering the first three quarters 
of 2026. 
  Significantly, Ekiti was also 
among only three states that 
met the NGF’s 67 per cent 
benchmark for health budget 
performance implementa-
tion, underscoring the state’s 
commitment to effective 
budget execution and sus-
tained investment in health-
care delivery. 
  The state scored 82.2 per cent, 
trailing only Delta State, 
which ranked first with 84.4 
per cent, while Bayelsa State 
came third with 68.3 per cent. 
  During the period under 
review, Ekiti State also record-
ed a favourable performance 
in overall budget implemen-
tation, ranking among the 
leading states with a 65 per 
cent performance rating, fur-
ther reflecting its commit-
ment to fiscal discipline, 
adherence to budgetary pro-
visions, and commitment to 
service delivery. 

Ekiti ranks second in NGF 
health budget performance 
implementation rating

A SUPPORT group within 
the ruling All Progressives 

Congress (APC), BTO4PBAT, 
has placed its structures 
across Ondo State on alert for 
President Bola Tinubu's 
today’s visit, describing the 
trip as a test of the APC's ward-
level machinery ahead of the 
2027 general elections. 
  According to the group, its 
network spanning all 18 local 
councils, 203 political wards 
and 3,933 polling units in the 
state has been activated, posi-
tioning the presidential visit 
as a mobilisation benchmark. 
  In a statement by its Director-
General, Adesuyi 
Adojutelegan, the group said 
the visit would bring national 
party leadership face-to-face 
with grassroots stakeholders, 
stressing that the develop-
ment will reinforce dialogue 
and cooperation within the 
APC ahead of 2027. 

MEANWHILE, the APC, 
Ondo State chapter, has 

revealed its determination to 
surpass its 2023 presidential 
election performance, vowing 
to deliver a record-breaking 
victory for Tinubu in the 2027 
general elections. 

Tinubu’s visit: Ondo will 
deepen, strengthen party 
unity ahead of 2027, 
group states

THE Federal Government is 
considering a revenue 

ring-fencing mechanism and 
credit enhancement arrange-
ments to protect investments 
in new electricity generation, 
ensure payment to gas sup-
pliers and generators, and 
address persistent liquidity 
challenges in the power sec-
tor. 
   Special Adviser to the 
President on Power, Dr 
Rilwan Babalola, disclosed 
this yesterday, during the sec-
ond edition of the Lagos 
Energy Summit 2026, 
themed "Lagos Energy 
Evolution: Transforming the 
Future," held at the 
Landmark Event Centre, 
Lagos, where he outlined 
measures required to make 
Nigeria's electricity market 
commercially viable and 
attractive to investors. 
  Babalola, who was represent-
ed by a member of the 
Presidential Task Force on 
Power Sector Reset and 
Restoration, Uzoma 
Achinanya, said revenues 
generated from new electrici-
ty supply should be protected 
and channelled towards 
meeting the contractual obli-
gations that enabled the 
power to be delivered, warn-
ing that improvements in 
electricity supply would not 
be sustainable without corre-
sponding improvements in 
payments across the value 
chain. 

  He said that the electricity 
market had focused dispro-
portionately on delivering 
power to consumers while 
neglecting the financial 
arrangements required to 
ensure that generators and 
their gas suppliers received 
payment. 
  Babalola said the government 
was proposing bilateral con-
tracts backed by secure pay-
ment arrangements, includ-
ing escrow accounts, payment 
waterfalls and visibility of rev-
enue collection, to ensure that 
funds reach generators and 
gas suppliers. 
  The presidential adviser also 
called for credit enhancement 

to support electricity market 
participants where the market 
was not yet capable of carry-
ing the risks associated with 
new investments. 
  He said such government-
backed support should be 
recovered from revenues gen-
erated by the market, rather 
than become a permanent 
financial burden on the public 
purse. 
  Meanwhile, the Minister of 
Power, Joseph Tegbe, said the 
Federal Government had 
developed a four-pronged 
roadmap to address the coun-
try's electricity challenges. 
  The roadmap, according to 
him, covers grid stabilisation, 

FG considers ring-fencing electricity revenues to secure new investments

PRESIDENT Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu has urged political 

leaders to prioritise enduring 
public infrastructure and 
institutional development, 
saying good governance must 
be reflected in the quality of 
assets bequeathed to future 
generations. 
  Tinubu, who was represented 
by the First Lady, Oluremi 
Tinubu, gave the charge yes-
terday during the inaugura-
tion of the reconstructed 
Lagos State Governors' Lodge 
in Asokoro, Abuja. 
  The President commended 
Lagos State Governor, 
Babajide Sanwo-Olu, for deliv-
ering the project, describing 
the new facility as a demon-
stration of the state's commit-

ment to excellence, responsi-
ble management of public 
resources and preservation of 
government assets. 
  He stressed that public infra-
structure belonged to the peo-
ple and should be main-
tained, upgraded and devel-
oped to serve successive gen-
erations. 
    Tinubu said the timely com-
pletion of the project reflect-
ed the commitment of the 
Lagos State Government and 
the dedication of all those 
involved in its execution. 
  He recalled that the former 
structure was demolished in 
October 2025 to pave the way 

for the new facility, which he 
described as a befitting official 
residence for the Lagos State 
governor and his family dur-
ing official engagements in 
Abuja. 
  According to him, Lagos 
State, as Nigeria's commercial 
hub and a Centre of 
Excellence, deserves infra-
structure that reflects its sta-
tus, aspirations and contribu-
tion to national development. 
  He expressed hope that the 
facility would serve as a place 
of peace, comfort and hospi-
tality for successive adminis-
trations and their families. 
  Sanwo-Olu, while speaking at 

the event, described the inau-
guration as another mile-
stone in Lagos State's institu-
tional development, saying 
that the Lodge was designed 
not merely as an official resi-
dence but also as a centre for 
government business, strate-
gic engagements and interac-
tion with the Federal 
Government. 
  The governor noted that 
although Lagos State ceased 
to be Nigeria's capital follow-
ing the relocation of the seat 
of government to Abuja, the 
state had retained its eco-
nomic and political signifi-
cance in national affairs. 

Tinubu tasks leaders on enduring public assets
From Terhemba Daka, Abuja

Adeleke denies taking  
foreign loans, blames past 
govt for inherited debt

By Victor Gbonegun

From Ayodele Afolabi, Ado-Ekiti 

From Adewale Momoh, Akure

OSUN State Governor, 
Ademola Adeleke, has 

denied taking foreign loans 
either secretly or openly since 
he took over governance in 
November 2022, describing 
any insinuation in that line as 
fake news. 
  He contended that the $25.8 
million foreign loan, which 
was reflected in the recent 
Debt Management Office 
(DMO) publication, was 
obtained by the former 
administration in the state. 
  The governor was respond-
ing to the publication by the 
DMO, which showed an 
increase of approximately 
$26.56 million between 
December 2024 and June 
2026. 
    Adeleke, while clarifying the 
details of the debt profile, in a 
statement yesterday by his 
Spokesperson, Olawale 
Rasheed, stated that the DMO 
had reflected the sum of $25.8 
million as an external loan 
taken by the previous admin-
istration for the Rural Access 
and Agricultural Marketing 
Project. 
  The loan repayment process 
had matured by December 
2025; hence its inclusion by 
DMO in its report, the state 
governor explained. 
 The governor further submit-
ted that there are four similar 
external loans by the previous 
administration which have 
matured for repayment and 
which may soon be reflected 
in the state external debt 
stock. 

By Waliat Musa

From Timothy Agbor  
and Oluwole Ige, Osogbo 

SILAGREEN International 
Agro Development 

Limited, yesterday, said it had 
conducted the fourth set of 
embryo transfers (ET). 
  In a statement, the Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) of the 
firm, Michael Akinruli, said 
the exercise was carried out at 
two centres in the South West, 
one in Ogun State and the 
other in Osun State. 
  He said that a total of 74 recip-
ient cows were carefully pre-
pared over several weeks to 
receive high-value tropical 
dairy and beef genetics, 
adding that the calves born 
from this exercise will be 100 
per cent purebred premium 
tropical high-productive ani-
mals, genetically identical in 
breed quality to their parents 
in Brazil. 
  However, Chairman of the 
firm, Dr Amos Ayodele, 
recalled that the company 
started an embryo transfer 
programme in April 2024, 
and that each one had been 
built on the experience and 
results of its predecessor. 

Firm conducts fourth set 
of embryo transfer

Vows peaceful mobilisation across 
203 wards 

Say Nigeria requires $100b yearly infrastructure investment

• Says assets must outlive political leaders, serve future generations 
• Urges govt not to build infrastructure for personal enjoyment  
• Sanwo-Olu unveils rebuilt Lagos Lodge, pledges residents’ support for Tinubu 

• Blames $26.56m rise on inherited 
RAAMP debt maturity 
• NLC blasts FG over withheld Osun 
LG funds, backs striking workers

Scores 82.2%, meets NGF’s 67% 
benchmark

sector liquidity and sustain-
ability, asset optimisation, 
and expansion and enhance-
ment of the grid. 
  Tegbe said the government 
was adopting a corridor-
based approach to align gen-
eration, transmission rein-
forcement and distribution 
capacity with demand in 
major economic clusters, 
identifying the Lagos-Ogun, 
Benin-Enugu-Port Harcourt 
and Abuja-Kaduna-Kano cor-
ridors as priority areas. 
  He said the Lagos-Ogun corri-
dor and Abuja franchise area, 
which account for over 50 per 
cent of national electricity 
demand, would serve as 

pilots for the proposed 24-
hour energy zones. 
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U.S. Congress in fresh hearing over Christian genocide claims, killings
• U.S. lawmakers to examine attacks on Christian communities, M’Belt violence 
• APC promises 28,000 troops, 50,000 additional police officers 
• ADC challenges Tinubu’s record, dismisses re-election promises 
• Duke warns of national crisis, offers to step down for consensus 
• Obi says Nigeria cannot progress while citizens live in fear 
• UNHCR reports 64,000 Nigerians flee to Niger amid worsening attacks

From Adamu Abuh, Sodiq Omo-
laoye, John Akubo and Andrew 
Oota (Abuja) 
 

CONCERNS about killings 
in Nigeria have attracted 

renewed international atten-
tion, with the United States 
Congress set to hold another 
hearing tomorrow on attacks 
against Christian communi-
ties and security challenges in 
the Middle Belt, as the United 
Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) reports 
that nearly 64,000 Nigerians 
have fled to neighbouring 
Niger this year.  
   The developments come 
amid mounting political pres-
sure on President Bola Tin-
ubu’s administration, with 
the All Progressives Congress 
(APC) promising a major se-
curity overhaul ahead of the 
2027 elections and opposition 
figures questioning its capac-
ity to protect lives and prop-
erty. 
   The United States Congress is 
set to hold another hearing on 
insecurity in Nigeria, with law-
makers expected to examine 
attacks on Christian commu-
nities, the Federal Govern-
ment’s efforts to protect vul-
nerable populations and the 
security situation in the Mid-
dle Belt. 
   The hearing will be con-
vened by the House Foreign Af-
fairs Subcommittee on Africa 
and chaired by Congressman 
Chris Smith. 
   Titled “One Year Later: As-
sessing Nigeria’s Efforts to Pro-
tect Christians and Secure the 
Middle Belt”, the session will 
assess the government’s re-
sponse to attacks, efforts to 

bring perpetrators to justice 
and measures to safeguard 
vulnerable communities. 
   According to a notice from 
Smith’s office, lawmakers will 
also examine the role of ex-
tremist groups in the violence 
and possible steps the United 
States could take to address 
the situation. 
   Two panels of witnesses are 
expected to appear, includ-
ing U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State for African Affairs, Frank 
Garcia, and Assistant Secre-

tary of State for Democracy, 
Human Rights and Labour, 
Riley Barnes. 
   Others are Nina Shea of the 
Hudson Institute, Ryan Brown 
of Open Doors U.S. and Oge 
Onubogu, Director of the 
Africa Programme at the Cen-
tre for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies. 
   Smith said the session would 
be his 14th congressional hear-
ing on the persecution of 
Christians in Nigeria. 
   The development comes 

amid renewed attention from 
the Trump administration 
and American lawmakers to 
attacks on Christian commu-
nities in the country. 
   In October 2025, U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump redesig-
nated Nigeria as a Country of 
Particular Concern over al-
leged violations of religious 
freedom. 
   The designation has fea-
tured prominently in discus-
sions between Nigerian and 
American officials, with the 

Federal Government main-
taining that insecurity affects 
citizens of different religious 
backgrounds and should not 
be characterised solely as re-
ligious persecution. 
   The hearing will take place at 
the Rayburn House Office 
Building in Washington, DC 
and will be streamed live on-
line. 
Nearly 64,000 Nigerians flee 
to Niger 

THE international attention 
comes against the back-

drop of a growing humani-
tarian crisis, with nearly 
64,000 people fleeing north-
ern Nigeria for neighbouring 
Niger this year to escape at-
tacks by Islamist militants 
and armed gangs, according 
to UNHCR. 
   The influx is stretching re-

sources in Niger, which al-
ready hosts more than 
500,000 refugees and asy-
lum-seekers, including about 
327,500 Nigerians. Several 
hundred Nigerians have also 
sought refuge in Benin. 
   Most of the new arrivals 
have settled in the border re-
gions of Diffa and Tahoua. 
More than 23,000 people, over 
two-thirds of them children, 
have arrived in Diffa alone 
since the beginning of the 
year. 
   UNHCR spokesperson, Do-
minique Hyde, said thousands 
of newly arrived refugees, 
many of them children, were 
struggling to survive with lim-
ited access to food, clean water, 
shelter and essential services, 
as humanitarian resources 
fall critically short. 
   Many families are living in 
makeshift shelters, while 
women often walk several 
kilometres daily to fetch water. 
   The growing exodus under-
scores the wider regional im-
pact of violence in northern 
Nigeria, where attacks by Boko 
Haram, Islamic State West 
Africa Province (ISWAP) fight-
ers and criminal gangs have 
displaced millions of people 
over the past decade. 
   Aid agencies have also re-
ported rising malnutrition, 
respiratory infections and 
poor sanitation among new 
arrivals. 
   Protection concerns are 
mounting, with only about 
five per cent of refugees who 
arrived in Niger this year for-
mally registered, leaving 
many without the documen-
tation required to access aid 

Atiku, Oye fault fresh loans, pre-election spending amid rising debt 
• $500m loan: Don’t saddle your successor with debt, Atiku tells Tinubu 
• Oye: Reckless pre-election spending could widen Nigeria’s deficit, affect  
   budget implementation 
• DMO urges govt to cut borrowing, boost revenue  

By Kehinde Olatunji and Abigail 
Ikhaghu 
 

FOLLOWING the latest dis-
closure by the Debt Man-

agement Office (DMO) that 
Nigeria could spend most of its 
Federal Government revenue 
servicing debt by 2030, chair-
man of the Alliance for Eco-
nomic Research & Ethics 
(AERE), Dele Kelvin Oye, has 
warned that increased gov-
ernment spending ahead of 
the 2027 general elections 
could widen the country’s fis-
cal deficit, heighten borrowing 
pressures and undermine the 
execution of projects captured 
in the national budget. 
   This is as former Vice Presi-
dent and presidential candi-
date of the African Democrat-
ic Congress (ADC), Atiku 
Abubakar, has warned Presi-
dent Bola Tinubu against com-
mitting Nigeria to a proposed 
$500 million World Bank loan 
shortly before the end of his 
current four-year tenure. He ar-
gued that no administration 
should saddle the country with 
fresh debt without adequate 
justification and public scruti-
ny. 
   Raising concerns about the 
government struggling to gen-
erate sufficient revenue to 

meet its obligations while 
making funds available for 
infrastructure, healthcare, ed-
ucation and other public ser-
vices, the DMO projected that 
debt service will consume 71.7 
per cent of Federal Govern-
ment revenue by 2030 under 
its baseline scenario, signifi-
cantly exceeding its recom-
mended threshold of 50 per 
cent. 
   The DMO’s projections show 
that the debt service-to-rev-
enue ratio, which declined 
from 60.6 per cent in 2024 to 
44.9 per cent in 2025, is ex-
pected to rise above the rec-
ommended threshold in 2026 
to 51 per cent and 57.1 per cent 
in 2027, before reaching 57.4 
per cent in 2028 and 67.3 per 
cent in 2029. By 2030, debt ser-
vicing is projected to con-
sume 71.7 per cent of Federal 
Government revenue. 
   To address the challenge, the 
DMO recommended increas-
ing government revenue 
through tax reforms, ex-
panding the tax base, im-
proving compliance and de-

ploying technology to 
strengthen tax administration. 
It also called for greater effi-
ciency in public expenditure, 
urging the government to di-
rect resources towards growth-
enhancing investments capa-
ble of expanding the economy 
and generating additional rev-
enue. 
   The debt office further advised 
the government to reduce new 
borrowing by adopting public-
private partnership arrange-
ments to finance capital pro-
jects and complying with the 
Fiscal Responsibility Act and 
provisions of the CBN Act on 
Ways and Means Advances. 

IN an assessment of the Fed-
eral Government’s 2026 bud-

get performance in a state-
ment yesterday, Oye said elec-
tion-period spending was one 
of the major risks that could 
derail the country’s fiscal tar-
gets. “There are four risks to 
watch closely. First, election-
period spending can put pres-
sure on the deficit and financ-
ing needs,” he said. 
   Oye, with more than 30 years 

of experience across public- 
and private-sector boards, who 
served as President of the Nige-
rian Association of Chambers 
of Commerce, Industry, Mines 
and Agriculture (NACCIMA) 
and Chairman of the Organ-
ised Private Sector of Nigeria 
(OPSN), cited the World Bank’s 
October 2026 assessment, 
which identified higher pre-
election spending as a factor 
that could widen Nigeria’s 
consolidated fiscal deficit in 
2026. 
   “The World Bank identifies 
higher pre-election spending 
as one factor that could widen 
the consolidated deficit in 
2026. That is a risk to manage, 
not a claim that every public 
project will be diverted for 
political purposes,” he said. 
   According to him, the gov-
ernment must exercise fiscal 
discipline, avoid fresh discre-
tionary commitments that 
cannot be funded and deliv-
ered within a credible 
timetable, and ensure that 
available resources are di-
rected towards completing 

essential projects. “Public in-
vestment should be planned 
around what can be funded 
and completed, not merely 
what can be announced,” he 
said. 
   Oye was reacting to the im-
plementation of the 2026 bud-
get, which has an approved ex-
penditure of N68.32 trillion, 
projected revenue of N36.87 
trillion and a deficit of ap-
proximately N31.46 trillion. 
He expressed concern that de-
spite the substantial bud-
getary provision for capital 
expenditure, implementation 
of the 2026 capital budget for 
Ministries, Departments and 
Agencies (MDAs) remained at 
zero as of June 30, 2026. 
   According to him, the Budget 
Office’s second-quarter im-
plementation report showed 
that government agencies 
were still utilising funds from 
the extended 2025 capital pro-
gramme rather than com-
mencing implementation of 
their 2026 MDA capital bud-
gets. He, however, clarified 
that the reported zero imple-
mentation related specifically 
to the 2026 MDA capital bud-
get, while cumulative first-
half capital expenditure across 
broader funding categories 
stood at N4.177 trillion. 

   Oye further warned that the 
continued implementation 
of the 2025 capital pro-
gramme alongside the 2026 
budget could complicate pub-
lic spending oversight, pro-
ject monitoring and account-
ability. “That overlap makes it 
harder to answer a basic ques-
tion: which budget year paid 
for a project, and what was de-
livered from that year’s ap-
propriation? It can also com-
plicate cost control and public 
oversight,” he said. 
   He called on the Federal Gov-
ernment to close the 2025 cap-
ital programme by the statu-
tory deadline of December 31, 
2026, and explain any out-
standing liabilities. “For the re-
maining weeks of 2026, the 
government should close the 
2025 capital programme on 
the statutory date and explain 
any unresolved liability,” he 
said. 
     He also urged the govern-
ment to avoid new discre-
tionary commitments that 
could not be funded and com-
pleted within realistic time-
lines, while protecting essen-
tial projects that were ready for 
implementation. “It should 
avoid fresh discretionary com-

Chairman of National Sports Commission, Shehu Dikko (left); Secretary to the Government of Lagos State, Abimbola Salu-Hundeyin; Chairman, 
House Committee on Housing, Abdulmi Jibrin; Minister of Budget and National Planning, Atiku Bagudu;  Minister of Industry, Trade and Investment, 
Jumoke Oduwole; Chief of Staff to the President, Femi Gbajabiamila; Minister of Solid Minerals, Dele Alake;  Minister of Information and National Ori-
entation, Mohammed Idris; Minister of Steel Development, Shuaibu Audu and Special Adviser to the President on Information and Strategy, Bayo 
Onanuga, at the media presentation of “From Reforms to Prosperity,” All Progressives Congress 2027 Presidential Campaign Manifesto in Abuja.
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WOMEN-OWNED  busi-
nesses across Africa may 

continue to struggle to 
expand despite securing 
major commercial opportuni-
ties unless public institutions 
and corporate organisations 
address procurement barriers 
and delays in paying suppliers, 
the President of Women in 
Management (WIM) Africa, Dr 
Ngozi Oyewole, has warned. 
  She urged government agen-
cies and corporate buyers to 
publish procurement oppor-
tunities early, simplify qualifi-
cation requirements and pay 
suppliers promptly, warning 
that businesses could lose 
valuable contracts when they 
lack the working capital to 
finance production while 
waiting for payments. 
  Oyewole made the call yester-
day at the opening of WIM 
Africa’s conference, themed 
‘The Power Shift: Women 
Driving Africa’s Global 
Economic Influence’, in Lagos. 
  Her call comes as the Federal 
Government seeks to expand 
opportunities for women-
owned enterprises in local 
manufacturing, including a 
proposed shift from imported 
to domestically produced san-
itary products in a market esti-
mated at N184 billion yearly. 

Groups mobilise for 
Tinubu, Mbah reelection 
in Enugu 

By Isaac Chibuife and Victoria 
Nwachukwu

From Lawrence Njoku, Enugu 

From Kingsley Jeremiah, Abuja 

From Cornelius Essen, Abuja 

MDGIF, Rolling Energy push for cleaner fuel, lower transport costs

35 firms, individuals in Africa receive awards for excellence

APC has numbers to deliver 
Tinubu, others on Delta, says 
Oborevwori 

By Gloria Nwafor 

From Ann Godwin, Port Harcourt 

By Opeyemi Babalola 

achieves faster and more 
inclusive growth. 

   Adding that investors need 
confidence in transparent, 
accountable and predictable 
institutional frameworks to 
commit their resources, he 
identified stronger corporate 
governance as essential to 
reducing investment risks, 
improving access to capital, 
strengthening operational 
efficiency and sustaining 
businesses. 

    The president also called 
on government institutions 
and businesses to address 
constraints on investment, 
including inadequate infra-
structure, electricity supply, 
security, regulatory delays, 
and weak policy implementa-
tion. 
      Moreover, he urged busi-

nesses to expand productive 
investment, develop new 
industries, employ more 
Nigerians, deepen local value 
chains and build enterprises 
capable of competing inter-
nationally. 

   Tinubu also acknowledged 
the pressures that the 
removal of the petroleum 
subsidy and foreign 
exchange market reforms 
had placed on households 
and businesses, but said the 
government was taking 
steps to address longstand-
ing structural weaknesses in 
the economy. 

   He cited economic growth 
of 4.43 per cent in the second 
quarter of 2026 and a head-
line inflation rate of 14.63 per 
cent in September 2026, fol-
lowing the rebasing of the 

MOSOP accuses govs of 
mismanaging derivation 
funds Six varsities bag $9m 

NCDMB, NLNG research 
grants 
 

AfriSAFE 2026: Seplat Energy tasks firms on workplace safety

FG banks on AKK gas pipeline as new CNG facilities target 2,500 vehicles daily

‘Delayed contract  
payments, procurement 
barriers threaten  
businesses’

have seen fatalities. I have led 
fatalities, and it is not where 
you want to be. There is noth-
ing as bad as having to call a 
spouse and say we just lost 
your partner. It is tough, and 
it is real,” he said. 
    Okon, who commended 
AfriSAFE for its continued 
advocacy, encouraged the 
organisers to sustain their 
efforts towards improving 
safety standards across the 
continent. 
  He noted that organisations 
have no meaningful future 
without a commitment to 
protecting human lives, 

Ghana. 
 The Seplat Energy CEO, draw-
ing on his experience in the 
energy industry, described 
the emotional and human 
cost of workplace  fatalities, 
stressing that protecting 
employees must remain a 
fundamental responsibility 
of corporate leadership. 
    He recalled his experience 
with workplace fatalities and 
the difficult responsibility of 
informing families who have 
lost loved ones in industrial 
incidents. 
  “I have been in the industry 
for a very long time, and I 

‘Nigeria’s $1tr economy target requires productive investment’

Enugu State Governor, Peter Mbah (middle), with the students and staff of Smart Green School, Agbada, Nenwe, Aninri Local Council, during the com-
missioning of the school and campaign tour of development centres in the council.
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Resources (Gas), Ekperikpe 
Ekpo. 
   However, the facilities, devel-
oped by Rolling Energy 
Limited, in partnership with 
the Midstream and 
Downstream Gas 
Infrastructure Fund (MDGIF), 
are expected to improve access 
to cheaper transportation fuel, 
reduce dependence on petrol 
and strengthen gas distribu-
tion across Kano and neigh-
bouring states. 
    Ekpo, while speaking at the 
commissioning, said the AKK 
gas pipeline, which he put at 
about 90 per cent complete, 
would provide an additional 
supply opportunity for the 

region’s emerging gas infra-
structure. 
  According to him, the pipeline 
has been laid up to Kano, with 
finishing touches remaining, 
while investments, such as 
those by Rolling Energy, are 
preparing the market to 
receive and distribute the gas 
when the project becomes 
operational. 
    He described the develop-
ment as an opportunity to 
meet the realities on the 
ground, adding that Kano resi-
dents and businesses would 
benefit from improved gas 
availability. 
   The minister also commend-
ed Rolling Energy for meeting 

the requirements to access 
MDGIF financing, stressing that 
approval was not automatic 
and that applicants must satis-
fy specific technical, financial 
and regulatory conditions 
before funds could be released. 
    Ekpo said prospective 
investors must have the neces-
sary certificates and regulatory 
approvals, secure land for their 
projects and provide gas sales 
and transportation agree-
ments before their applications 
could be considered. 
   Earlier, the Executive Director 
of MDGIF, Oluwole Adama, said 
the facilities would make a sig-
nificant difference to transport 
operators and businesses grap-
pling with rising fuel costs. 
 
 

adding that Seplat Energy 
takes workplace safety 
extremely seriously. 
    He therefore pledged the 
company’s continued sup-
port for AfriSAFE, stating that 
Seplat Energy Plc would con-
tinue to sponsor the initia-
tive. 
  Meanwhile, beyond the dis-
cussions on workplace safety 
and corporate responsibility, 
the 2026 edition of AfriSAFE 
also recognised 35 organisa-
tions and individuals for their 
contributions to safety, sus-
tainability, environmental 
stewardship and leadership 
across Africa. 

consumer price index. 
    However, he cautioned 

that the figures were calculat-
ed using different method-
ologies and should not be 
treated as a direct compari-
son with the 34.80 per cent 
inflation recorded in 
December 2024 under the 
former methodology. 

   He also called for improved 
energy and transport infra-
structure, policy predictabili-
ty, greater local value addi-
tion and export diversifica-
tion, urging Nigeria to take 
advantage of the African 
Continental Free Trade Area 
to connect local producers to 
wider markets. 

    Similarly, Secretary to the 
Government of the 
Federation, George Akume, 
said government needed to 

SEPLAT Energy Plc has reaf-
firmed the importance of 

workplace safety in business 
leadership, declaring that 
companies cannot consider 
themselves profitable if 
workers lose their lives under 
their watch. 
Seplat Energy Plc Chief 
Executive Officer Effiong 
Udofia Okon made the decla-
ration during the 2026 Africa 
Safety Congress and Awards 
(AfriSAFE), a two-day event 
themed ‘Safeguarding Lives, 
Securing the Future’, held on 
November 6 and 7 at the 
Labadi Beach Hotel in Accra, 

THE Federal Government 
has expressed confidence 

that the completion of the 
Ajaokuta-Kaduna-Kano (AKK) 
gas pipeline will accelerate 
investment in gas infrastruc-
ture in northern Nigeria, as 
two new Compressed Natural 
Gas (CNG) facilities commis-
sioned in Kano are expected to 
supply about 2,500 cars and 
tricycles, and 200 trucks, daily. 
    The facilities, comprising a 
Liquefied-to-Compressed 
Natural Gas (LCNG) mother 
station with a daughter facility 
at Tamburawa and another at 
Hotoro Quarters, were com-
missioned yesterday by the 
Minister of State for Petroleum 

NO fewer than six Nigerian 
universities have signed a 

$9 million professorial chair 
endowment programme with 
the Nigerian Content 
Development and Monitoring 
Board (NCDMB) and the Nigeria 
LNG Limited (NLNG) to 
strengthen local research capac-
ity,advance technological inno-
vation and develop commercial-
ly viable solutions to industry 
challenges. 
   The schools include the 
University of Ibadan, Oyo State; 
Rivers State University; Modibbo 
Adama University, Yola, 
Adamawa State; Aliko Dangote 
University of Science and 
Technology, Kano State; 
University of Nigeria, Nsukka; 
Enugu State; and University of 
Abuja (Yakubu Gowon 
University), Abuja, FCT. 
   Under the Nigerian Content 
Research and Development (NC-
R&D) Professorial Chair 
Endowment Programme, each 
university is to receive $1.5 mil-
lion to establish a specialised 
professorial chair focused on 
agreed industry research priori-
ties. The initiative is being imple-
mented in partnership with the 
NCDMB, under the supervision 
of its Planning, Research and 
Statistics Directorate. 

THOUSANDS of youths from 
Awkunawnaw in Nkanu 

West, and Enugu South local 
councils of Enugu State, yester-
day declared that they would 
mobilise support for President 
Bola Tinubu and Governor 
Peter Mbah’s re-election in the 
2027 general elections, citing 
their performances and devel-
opment initiatives. 
    Also, Enugu State Unity 
Forum, a leading support 
group championing the re-
election of Tinubu, Mbah and 
all candidates of the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) in 
the state, embarked on an 
aggressive grassroots and 
door-to-door mobilisation 
campaign ahead of the 2027 
general elections. 
    Meanwhile, Delta State 
Governor, Sheriff Oborevwori, 
expressed confidence that 
“APC has the political strength 
and grassroots support” to 
deliver Tinubu and all candi-
dates of the party in the state. 

THE Movement for the 
Survival of Ogoni People 

(MOSOP) has called for an 
amendment to the act estab-
lishing the 13.5 per cent deri-
vation funds, accusing the 
governors of misappropriat-
ing the funds and keeping 
the Niger Delta region in 
poverty. 
      MOSOP President, Fegalo 
Nsuke, made the remark dur-
ing the 31st  memorial of the 
execution of Kenule Saro-
Wiwa and eight other Ogoni 
activists by the late Gen. Sani 
Abacha military govern-
ment. 
   Nsuke argued that the strug-
gles and sacrifices of martyrs 
like Saro-Wiwa would not 
bring about any change in 
people’s lives until laws 
specifically direct benefits to 
the regions from which 
resources are extracted and 
to those who actually bear 
the consequences of extrac-
tion. 
      “The idea of derivation 
funds was to address the 
underdevelopment in the 
Niger Delta region. However, 
the structure of fund admin-
istration makes it vulnerable 
to abuse and has left the 
funds at the discretion of 
state governors. 
 

   Tinubu, who spoke yester-
day at the 2026 Annual 
Directors’ Conference of the 
Chartered Institute of 
Directors (CIoD) Nigeria in 
Lagos, urged businesses to 
expand productive invest-
ment, pioneer new indus-
tries and create lasting 
employment, saying the tar-
get would not be achieved 
through announcements 
but by stronger partnerships 
between government and 
the private sector. 

    Represented by the 
Chairman of the Federal Civil 
Service Commission, Tunji 
Olaopa, the president said 
Nigeria needed an economy 
that produces more, attracts 
sustained investment, 
exports more value-added 
goods and services, and 

NIGERIA’S ambition of 
building a $1 trillion 

economy by 2030 will 
depend on increased domes-
tic and foreign investment, 
higher production and 
expanded exports, President 
Bola Tinubu has said. 

consolidate its economic 
reforms, strengthen produc-
tive capacity and ensure that 
their benefits translated into 
improved living conditions. 
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Customs seizes diesel, rice, cosmetics worth N83.12m in waterways raids
By Adaku Onyenucheya 

Yobe villages lose youths to migration, residents lament 
From Muhammad Maitela, 
Damaturu

RESIDENTS of Yobe State 
have raised concerns over 

the increasing number of 
young people leaving their 
communities for Libya, Algeria 
and other foreign countries in 
search of better living condi-
tions and economic opportu-
nities, warning that some vil-
lages are gradually becoming 
deserted. 
   They described the growing 
exodus as alarming and called 
on the Federal and state gov-
ernments to take urgent meas-
ures to address the underlying 
causes of migration, create em-
ployment opportunities and 
discourage young people from 
abandoning their communi-
ties. 
   Findings by The Guardian in-
dicate that the increasing de-
parture of young people could 
pose a serious threat to the 

state's development, given their 
critical role in driving economic 
growth, social progress and 
community development. 
   The village head of Sonomari 
in Yusufari Local Council of the 
state, Baba Alkali, said more 
than 1,000 youths from com-
munities across the local coun-
cil area alone had migrated to 
Libya, Algeria and other coun-
tries in search of better living 
conditions and economic op-
portunities. 
   He attributed the growing ex-
odus to insecurity, declining 
rainfall caused by desertifica-
tion and worsening economic 
hardship following the Feder-
al Government's removal of 
the fuel subsidy. 
   Alkali, who disclosed this to 
The Guardian in Damaturu, 
said the situation had become 
increasingly worrying, partic-
ularly for communities bor-
dering the Republic of Niger. 

THE Nigeria Customs Service, Western Marine Area Command, 
has intercepted 14,100 litres of Automotive Gas Oil (AGO), 204 

bags of foreign parboiled rice and 40 cartons of assorted cos-
metic products in a series of anti-smuggling operations along 
waterways within its area of responsibility. 
   The Acting Area Controller of the unit, Thomas Jonah, who dis-
played the seized items to journalists yesterday, said the goods, 
with a total Duty Paid Value (DPV) of N83.12 million, were in-
tercepted during intelligence-driven enforcement operations 
and routine patrols. 
   Jonah said the operations spanned three days. He explained 
that on November 5, 2026, a joint patrol team from Yekeme, Bada-
gry and the Command Information Patrol recovered the 40 car-
tons of cosmetics. 
   He added that at about 3:45 a.m. on November 6, the same joint 
team intercepted 50 kegs of AGO, amounting to 2,500 litres, dur-
ing a routine patrol along the Akere waterways. 
   According to him, at about 1:00 a.m. on November 7, the Com-

Police rescue six-year-old kidnap  
victim, arrest two suspects in Kaduna 

THE Kaduna State Police 
Command has rescued a 

six-year-old boy, Samaila-
Haruna, who was abducted at 
Kunkumi in Makarfi Local 
Council of the state, and ar-
rested two suspects in con-
nection with the crime. 
   The police said the victim 
was rescued unhurt follow-
ing an intelligence-led opera-
tion, while efforts were 
ongoing to apprehend an-
other suspect who fled. 
   The command’s spokesper-
son said in a statement that 
the incident was reported on 
November 8, 2026, at about 
6:00 a.m. by the victim’s fa-
ther, HarunaBala, 30, of 
Kunkumi. 
Bala told the police that 
unidentified persons in-
vaded his residence while he 
was away and abducted his 
six-year-old son.  

From Saxone Akhaine, Kaduna 

mand’s Information and Barbeach Outstation Team, acting on 
intelligence, moved to the Takwabay waterways, where it seized 
232 kegs of AGO, amounting to 11,600 litres. 
   He said officers also recovered a fibre boat fitted with a 40-horse-
power outboard engine, believed to have been used in the at-
tempted smuggling. 
   Separately, the command seized 204 bags of foreign parboiled 
rice, with a DPV of N19.6 million, during its enforcement activ-
ities. 
   Jonah said that in each case, the suspected smugglers aban-
doned the goods and fled on sighting the approaching officers, 
escaping arrest. The seized items and associated equipment were 
subsequently evacuated to the command. 
   The Area Controller said that, because of its highly combustible 
nature, the seized AGO had been constructively warehoused for 
safety and would be auctioned to the public in line with extant 
laws. He added that the other items were being processed in ac-
cordance with established Customs procedures. 
   Jonah commended the officers involved for their vigilance, pro-
fessionalism and prompt response to intelligence. 

   The kidnappers reportedly 
demanded a ransom of 
N300,000, but the father ne-
gotiated and paid N30,000. 
   Following sustained intelli-
gence-led operations, police 
operatives traced the sus-
pects to a shop in Kunkumi, 
where the boy was being 
held. 
   The operation led to the ar-
rest of two suspects, identi-
fied as Usman Ahmed, 22, of 
Yarkasuwa Zoo Road, Kano 
State, and AbdullahiYakubu, 
25, of Kunkumi, Makarfi Local 
Council of the state.  
   The police also recovered the 
phone allegedly used by the 
suspects to demand the ran-
som. 
   However, a third suspect, 
identified as Jamesy, of 
Kabuga, Kano State, remains 
at large, with the police in-
tensifying efforts to appre-
hend him.  

Court strikes out N6 billion money laundering 
charges against Mompha, discharges him 

obtained through unlawful 
activity, retention of proceeds 
of criminal conduct, launder-
ing of proceeds of unlawful 
activity, failure to disclose as-
sets and property, possession 
of documents containing 
false pretences and use of 
property derived from an un-
lawful act.  
   One of the counts alleged 
that Mompha, one Ahmadu 
Mohammed, who is said to be 
at large, and Ismalob Global 
Investment Limited, some-
time in 2016 in Lagos, con-
spired to conduct financial 
transactions valued at 
N5,998,884,653.18 with the in-
tention of promoting speci-
fied unlawful activities.  

A LAGOS Special Offences 
Court sitting in Ikeja has 

struck out the alleged N6 bil-
lion money laundering 
charges against social media 
personality Ismaila 
Mustapha, popularly known 
as Mompha, and discharged 
him. 
   In her judgment yesterday, 
Justice Mojisola Dada held 
that the pendency of a similar 
case before the Federal High 
Court, Ikoyi, Lagos, rendered 
the charge before her court 
an act of forum shopping and 
an abuse of court process. 
   Consequently, the judge 
struck out all the charges 
against the defendant and 
discharged him.  
   The Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission (EFCC), 
Lagos, had on January 12, 
2022, arraigned Mompha and 
his company, Ismalob Global 
Investment Limited, on an 
eight-count charge.  
   The charges bordered on 
conspiracy to launder funds 

By Yetunde Ayobami Ojo 

   According to him, the situation 
had worsened over the years, as 
young people who previously 
depended on farming and fish-
ing could no longer engage in 
these activities because of inse-
curity and deteriorating eco-
nomic conditions. 
   "In previous years, after the 
rainy-season farming activities, 
our youths typically travelled to 
the Lake Chad region, where 
they engaged in dry-season farm-
ing, cultivating maize, beans and 
other crops, as well as fishing. 
These activities provided them 
with a reliable means of liveli-
hood. 
   "However, when insecurity es-
calated in the region, it prevent-
ed them from engaging in these 
activities, forcing many of them 
to remain at home. Subsequently, 
the removal of the fuel subsidy 
further worsened the economic 
hardship, compelling many 
young people to migrate to Libya 

Seized items

and Algeria in search of op-
portunities," he explained. 
   Despite concerns over the 
growing exodus, the village 
head said migration had also 
brought some economic ben-
efits to their communities, par-
ticularly through financial con-
tributions from youths living 
abroad. 
   He said some of the migrants 
had established an association 
through which they con-
tributed millions of naira to 
support the education of chil-
dren in their communities. 
   "Furthermore, they provide for 
the upkeep of their parents 
and other family members by 
regularly sending money 
home. Most of the new houses 
being constructed in our vil-
lages belong to these youths liv-
ing in Libya and Algeria, who 
send money to their relatives to 
build houses and provide fi-
nancial support for their par-
ents," he said. 
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FRSC records 6,454 traffic offences, over 1,600 number plate violations 
THE Federal Road Safety 

Corps (FRSC) has disclosed 
that its nationwide crackdown 
on vehicle identity fraud and 
other traffic violations record-
ed more than 1,600 number 
plate-related violations.  
   It also said its operatives in-
tercepted five vehicles bearing 
fake diplomatic number plates 
and apprehended motorists 
for 6,454 other traffic offences 
during the second phase of its 
strategic enforcement opera-
tion, code-named Operation 
Guduma II. 
   The Corps said the enforce-
ment exercise was conducted 
from November 2 to 6, 2026, 
across 12 states and the Federal 
Capital Territory (FCT). It added 
that the operation represented 

sure that motorists comply 
with established vehicle regis-
tration and road traffic regula-
tions. 
   According to him, the en-
forcement exercise covered La-

From Victor Gbonegun (Lagos) 
and Monday Osayande (Asaba)

FRSC Corps Marshal, Shehu  
Mohammed.

Intercepts vehicles with fake diplomatic plates, warns against crashes 

From Segun Ayinde, Abeokuta

Olayioye. 
 

By Silver Nwokoro 

Late Afolabi.

By Bertram Nwannekanma 

Newly elected Executive Secretary of the Nigeria Union of Journalists (NUJ), Lagos chapter, Olayide Awosanya 
(left); Vice-Chairman, Philip Nwosu; Chairman, Wale Akodu; Treasurer, Adeola Akindele; Assistant Secretary,  
Gboyega Oni; and Financial Secretary,Kemi Ishola, display their certificates after the Lagos State NUJ election at 
the Ladi Lawal Press Centre, Iyalla Alausa, Ikeja, Lagos. 

By Opeyemi Babalola

YASA Foundation to expand support for children with cerebral palsy, persons with disabilities 

For some children living with 
cerebral palsy, access to phys-

iotherapy and speech therapy 
can make a significant differ-
ence in their ability to commu-
nicate, move and participate in 
everyday activities. But for many 
families, the cost of sustained re-
habilitation remains a major 
challenge. 
   Determined to extend such sup-
port to more vulnerable peo-
ple, the YASA Foundation has 
announced plans to expand its 
humanitarian interventions, fo-
cusing on healthcare, rehabili-
tation, inclusive education and 

gos, Ondo, Cross River, Benue, 
Niger, Sokoto, Taraba, Bauchi, 
Imo, Abia, Kano and the FCT, 
with dedicated operational 
teams deployed to strategic lo-
cations to identify and appre-
hend offenders. 
   The scale of the violations, he 
noted, underscores the urgent 
need for sustained enforce-
ment and greater public vigi-
lance against the misuse of ve-
hicle identification systems. 
   “A comparison with the first 
phase of Operation Guduma, 
which recorded 1,003 number 
plate violations and 683 other 
traffic offences, reveals a sub-

stantial increase in the number 
of violations detected during 
the second phase. The devel-
opment further demonstrates 
the importance of sustained 
operational visibility, targeted 
surveillance and coordinated 
enforcement in exposing traffic 
violations that could otherwise 
go undetected.” 
   Speaking on the develop-
ment, the FRSC Corps Marshal, 
Shehu Mohammed, reiterated 
the Corps’ resolve to ensure 
that Nigerian roads are not ex-
ploited by individuals seeking 
to conceal their identities, evade 
law enforcement or compro-
mise national security through 
fraudulent vehicle documen-

tation. 
   He emphasised that vehicle 
number plates serve as critical 
instruments of national secu-
rity, vehicle traceability and law 
enforcement. Consequently, 
the Corps will not relent in con-
fronting their abuse, regard-
less of the status or disposition 
of offenders. 
  He further assured Nigerians 
that Operation Guduma would 
be sustained and progressively 
expanded to other states of the 
federation, while operational 
strategies would continue to 
be strengthened through im-
proved personnel deployment, 
inter-agency collaboration and 
intelligence-led enforcement. 

a renewed offensive against 
the growing abuse of vehicle 
registration identities, partic-
ularly the unauthorised use of 
diplomatic number plates, 
which has serious implications 
for national security, law en-
forcement and public safety. 
   The Corps Public Education Of-
ficer at the FRSC National Head-
quarters, Abuja, Osondu Ohaeri, 
said the operation, approved by 
the Corps Marshal, Shehu Mo-
hammed, followed concerns 
raised by the National Assembly 
and the Office of the National 
Security Adviser (ONSA) over 
the security implications of ve-
hicle identity violations. 
   He explained that the opera-
tion was designed to strength-
en surveillance, expose fraud-
ulent vehicle identities and en-

economic empowerment. 
   The foundation, founded by Yeye 
(Dr) Afolashade Shona-Aluko, 
also known as Yeye Bobajiro Ood-
ua, said it would build on its pre-
vious interventions, including 
health outreach programmes 
for children with cerebral palsy 
across Lagos State, through which 
beneficiaries received physio-
therapy and speech therapy. 
   It has also distributed white 
canes to persons with visual im-
pairments to improve their mo-
bility and independence, while or-
ganising training and empow-
erment initiatives for persons 
with disabilities and other vul-

nerable members of society. 
   Speaking at a press conference 
ahead of the foundation’s official 
unveiling and launch in Lagos 
yesterday, Shona-Aluko said the 
experiences gained from these in-
terventions reinforced the need 
for a structured organisation ca-
pable of sustaining and expand-
ing humanitarian support. 
   She explained that the founda-
tion was established out of the 
conviction that everyone de-
served dignity, respect and equal 
opportunities, irrespective of 
physical condition, economic 
circumstances or social back-
ground. 
 
 

Ogun mother seeks Abiodun’s support after giving birth to quadruplets

Lagos monarch appeals ruling halting installation, urges peace

Rotary Club of Lekki Golden, partners empower  
vulnerable residents with livelihood support

Olowoyo’s mother-in-law, 
Princess Afolabi, for burial 
November 20

A 44-year-old caterer, Mrs Stel-
la Omokhepen Olayioye, 

has appealed to Governor Dapo 
Abiodun, corporate organisa-
tions and public-spirited indi-
viduals for financial support af-
ter giving birth to quadruplets 
in Abeokuta, despite repeated 
antenatal scans indicating that 
she was expecting triplets. 
   The mother of one gave birth 
to two boys and two girls 
through a Caesarean section at 
Atoke Medical Centre, Abeoku-
ta, on November 7. She said 
both she and the medical team 
that operated on her were 
shocked by the unexpected 
discovery of the fourth baby. 
   Olayioye disclosed that she 
had undergone between eight 
and 10 ultrasound scans 
throughout the pregnancy, all 
of which consistently indicat-
ed that she was expecting 

triplets. The unexpected ar-
rival of the fourth baby, she 
said, prompted the family to 
seek support from the gov-
ernment and other well-mean-
ing Nigerians. 
   She described the arrival of the 
fourth baby as a miracle, saying 
that while the birth brought 
immense joy to the family, it 
also created a financial bur-
den. 
   Olayioye said she and her hus-
band waited 11 years after be-
ginning their relationship in 
2011 before welcoming their 
first child, who is now four 
years old. 
   She said although the couple 
had hoped to have another 
child, they never anticipated 
that their family would be 
blessed with four babies at 
once. 
   “In the theatre room, when I 
heard there was a fourth child, 
it was a shock. It was a miracle. 

From Tina Abeku, (Abuja) and 
Yusufu Aminu Idegu, (Lokoja) 

Correctional Service confirms escape of two inmates in Kogi 

THE Nigerian Correctional 
Service (NCoS) yesterday 

confirmed that two inmates es-
caped from the Medium Se-
curity Custodial Centre, Okene, 
Kogi State, on Sunday, No-
vember 8, 2026. 
   The NCoS said it had com-
menced necessary actions, in 
collaboration with relevant 
security agencies, to ensure 
the prompt recapture of the 
fleeing inmates. It added that 
a comprehensive report on 
the incident was being await-
ed to establish the circum-

stances surrounding the es-
cape. 
   In a statement, the Service 
Public Relations Officer, Chief 
Superintendent of Corrections 
JN Osuji, said the Controller-
General of Corrections had 
also directed that the incident 
be thoroughly investigated, 
with a view to identifying any 
lapses and taking appropri-
ate action where necessary. 
   The Service assured members 
of the public that the situation 
was receiving the necessary 
attention and that all appro-
priate measures were being 
taken to re-arrest the fleeing in-

mates. 
   It further said it would pro-
vide updates as soon as verified 
information became available. 
   "The Service appreciates the 
public's understanding and 
cooperation," he said. 
MEANWHILE, the Kogi State 
Police Command has con-
firmed the escape of two con-
victed inmates from the Okene 
Correctional Centre on Sun-
day, 8th November 2026, at 
about 1030 hours. 
A statement by the police pub-
lic relations officer ASP Saliu 
Oyiza Afusat in Lokoja on Tues-
day said,  

THE Olu of Oko Baba Agba in 
the Oworoshoki communi-

ty of Lagos State, Oba Kabiru 
Adesegun Basiru, has appealed 
a November 6, 2026, order of 
the Lagos State High Court halt-
ing his installation as monarch. 
   The ruling came ahead of his 
expected coronation, sched-
uled for November 16, 2026. 
 In Suit No. ID/9885GCMW/2023, 
between Prince Adeniyi Saliu 
and six others v. the Governor of 
Lagos State and four others, 

three women from distressed 
backgrounds; three barbing 
kits; a professional hair-
styling box; a standing hair 
dryer; a manual weaving ma-
chine; and two laptops. 
  The project also provided 
N150,000 towards the rent 
of a hair-styling shop owned 
by a beneficiary, two partial 
university scholarships and 
primary-school literacy sup-
port through Sampogames. 
   Speaking at the event, the 
club’s President, Abiodun 
Olawale-Cole, said the initia-
tive reflected Rotary’s com-
mitment to creating lasting 
impact by providing benefi-
ciaries with resources that 
could translate into long-term 
economic independence. 
   “This project is what Create 
Lasting Impact looks like in 
practice. A sewing machine, a 
barbing kit or a laptop is not 
a gift that gets used up; it is a 
livelihood. Training, tools and 
even a shop’s rent keep a busi-
ness open, put food on a fam-
ily’s table and, in time, create 
work for others,” he said. 

sel, D.A. Awosika, SAN & Partners, 
challenged the High Court’s 
decision, raising what his 
lawyers described as “substan-
tial questions of law”. 
   In a statement by Oladimeji 
Olabode of Awosika SAN & Part-
ners Chambers, the legal team 
said it considered it necessary to 
provide the people with a clear 
and reassuring update on the 
situation and the legal steps 
being taken “to protect the in-
terests of our community and 
its traditional institution”. 

THE family of Gbenga 
Olowoyo, General Secretary of 

the Joint National Public Service 
Negotiating Council (JNPSNC), 
will join other mourners in Ikere-
Ekiti, Ekiti State, on November 20 
for the burial of his mother-in-
law, Princess Juliana Afolake Afo-
labi, who died at the age of 74. 
   The Afolabi (Agabaola Royal 
Family) and Akomolafe (Sapetu 
Ibariba Family) families an-
nounced the burial arrange-
ments, with the funeral service 
scheduled to hold at St Luke’s An-
glican Church, Uro, Ikere-Ekiti, at 
10:00 a.m. 
   A Christian wake-keeping will 
precede the funeral on Novem-
ber 19 at 4:00 p.m. at the de-
ceased’s residence, opposite 
Fawekun, Alagbado Estate, off 
GOFAMINT Church, Araromi, 
Ikere-Ekiti. A reception will follow 
immediately after the church 
service at Hillmark Events and 
Conference Centre, along Ikere-
Ado Road, Ikere-Ekiti. 
   Earlier, a service of songs was 
held at her Lagos residence on 
November 7 to herald the burial 
activities. 
   Afolabi, a member of the 
Agabaola royal family, was de-
scribed by her family as a devot-
ed Christian, prayerful mother 
and woman of substance, known 
for her kindness, motherly dis-
position and commitment to 
her family. 

THE Rotary Club of Lekki 
Golden, in partnership 

with the Nigeria Rugby 
League Association (NRLA), 
CHARM (Caring Hearts And 
Refuge for Many), Awesome 
Empowerment Foundation 
(AEF) and Be The Smile Edu-
cation & Care Initiative, has 
launched an economic em-
powerment project aimed at 
helping vulnerable individ-
uals build sustainable liveli-
hoods. 
  The project, launched on 
Sunday, November 8, at Lek-
ki Heights Hotel, Lekki Phase 
1, during the official visit of 
Rotary International District 
9112 Governor, Layi Abidoye, 
focused on two of Rotary’s 
key areas of service: commu-
nity economic development, 
and basic education and lit-
eracy. 
  Among the items and sup-
port provided were seven 
sewing machines, three of 
which were allocated to AEF’s 
Fortitude Empowerment 
Scheme; training fees for 

the court granted the claimants’ 
application for a mandatory 
injunction setting aside the 
nomination, appointment, ap-
proval and installation of Oba 
Basiru as the Olu of Oko Baba 
Agba. It also made consequen-
tial orders restraining him from 
parading himself as or holding 
himself out as the Olu pending 
the determination of the suit. 
   However, in a Notice of Appeal 
dated November 6, 2026, and 
sighted by our correspondent, 
the monarch, through his coun-
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 LETTER

SIR: I am pledging before God 
and my fellow Igbo people 

my readiness to work tirelessly 
and for the emergence of an 
Igbo President after the second 
term of President Bola Tinubu. 
I do not say this for political ex-
igencies. 
  However, my contention and 
disagreement with my Igbo 
brothers and sisters is not about 
goal but about strategies, it is not 
about the destination, it is sim-
ply about the vehicle and the 
mode of getting to agreed des-
tination. The issue of Igbo Pres-
idency in the shortest possible 
time is never in contention and 
cannot be contended by any 
fair-minded Nigerian who be-
lieves in equity, justice and the 
inalienable rights of the Igbo to 
Presidency and such other in-
terests in our commonwealth. 
  My Igbo people must learn 
from history. Let us follow the 
Yoruba strategy. When the June 
12, 1993 presidential election of 
Chief MKO Abiola was annulled 
by the military junta, the Yoru-
ba nation did not go to war. 
They did not rain insults and 
abuses on the rest of Nigeria. 
They strategised, they negoti-
ated, they engaged in princi-
pled, peaceful, political struggles 
that made the nation come to 

Roadmap to Igbo presidency: Patriotic appeal to the nation

Disobedience of court orders is anti-development
THE concern of Nobel Laureate, Pro-

fessor Wole Soyinka, about willful 
disobedience of court judgments, or 
the slow machinery of justice, is well 
founded. The government’s and citi-
zens’ failure to obey court judgments 
and orders remains a manifestation of 
Nigeria’s damaging institutional weak-
ness. It undermines the rule of law, 
erodes public confidence in the judi-
ciary, threatens citizens’ rights and 
weakens the foundations of economic 
development. 
   As Prof. Soyinka rightly observed at the 
Nigerian Ombudsman yearly confer-
ence 2026 in Abuja, some citizens die 
without benefiting from judgments 
delivered in their favour. This is a damn-
ing indictment of a system in which ob-
taining justice in court does not neces-
sarily translate into receiving justice 
in practice, despite the horrendous 
time it takes to obtain such judgments. 
No meaningful claim to constitutional 
democracy can stand when court deci-
sions are treated as optional, particularly 
by those entrusted with governing the 
country. 
  The government, its agencies and pub-
lic institutions ought to be the fore-
most defenders of judicial authority, not 
violators of court decisions whenever 
such judgments become inconvenient. 
Indeed, if any institution should be be-
yond reproach in its compliance with 
court orders, it is the government itself. 
Unfortunately, the persistent disregard 
for judicial pronouncements has be-
come a troubling feature of public ad-
ministration in Nigeria. 
   Soyinka cited instances in which liti-
gants waited for years for the return of 
their passports despite court orders di-
recting that the documents be released. 
Such cases illustrate the absurdity of a 
system in which citizens expend scarce 
resources pursuing justice, secure 
favourable judgments and are subse-
quently compelled to embark on an-
other struggle to enforce them. For 
some, the wait is so prolonged that 
death comes before the relief granted by 
the court. 
  This situation mocks the judicial pro-

cess. A judgment that cannot be enforced is, 
for all practical purposes, a denial of justice. 
It also sends a dangerous message that the 
powerful can disregard the law without con-
sequences, while ordinary citizens are ex-
pected to submit to its demands. Such double 
standards cannot sustain public confidence 
in democratic institutions. 
  The consequences extend beyond the court-
room. Disobedience to court orders is anti-de-
velopment and poses a serious threat to Nige-
ria’s development aspirations. At a time when 
the Federal Government is seeking foreign di-
rect investment, it must recognise that in-
vestors assess not merely the size of a market, 
the availability of natural resources or the 
promise of financial returns, but also the re-
liability of the institutions that protect their 
investments. 
   No serious investor would willingly commit 
substantial capital to a country where the gov-
ernment itself disregards judicial decisions 
when they go against it. Investors require as-
surances that contractual rights will be pro-
tected, property disputes will be resolved 
through established legal processes and court 
judgments will be respected regardless of 
the identity or influence of the parties in-
volved. Where these guarantees are uncertain, 
investment risks increase, the cost of doing 
business rises and capital is likely to move to 
jurisdictions with more dependable legal 
systems. 
   Nigeria cannot simultaneously promote it-
self as an attractive investment destination 
and tolerate institutional conduct that weak-
ens confidence in the rule of law. Government 
agencies that ignore judgments risk dis-
couraging both domestic and foreign in-
vestors, undermining employment oppor-
tunities, constraining economic growth and 
frustrating the country’s broader develop-
ment objectives. Respect for court orders is, 
therefore, not merely a legal obligation; it is 
an economic imperative. 
  At the Ombudsman event, the Emir of Lafia 
and former Supreme Court Justice, Sidi Bage 
Muhammad, made an important point when 
he argued that compliance with court orders 
must begin with political leaders. Citizens can-
not reasonably be expected to respect judicial 
decisions if those in authority demonstrate 
contempt for them. Leadership by example is 
indispensable to building a society in which 

the law commands universal respect. 
  The concerns raised at the conference also 
highlight the importance of strengthening 
the Public Complaints Commission (PCC). As 
an accessible and relatively inexpensive av-
enue for citizens to seek redress against ad-
ministrative injustice, the Ombudsman has 
a potentially significant role in addressing 
complaints involving public institutions, un-
paid pensions and gratuities, and inadequate 
public services. However, its effectiveness 
will depend on its ability to secure meaning-
ful corrective action rather than merely re-
ceive and process complaints. 
   The PCC should establish effective mecha-
nisms for tracking recurring grievances, 
monitoring responses from ministries, de-
partments and agencies, and identifying of-
ficials responsible for persistent administra-
tive failure. Its recommendations must not be 
allowed to languish in official files. Where its 
statutory powers are insufficient to secure 
compliance, the Federal Government and 
the National Assembly should examine the le-
gal and institutional reforms required to 
strengthen its effectiveness. 
   Nevertheless, the commission cannot sub-
stitute for the courts or become an excuse for 
government agencies to disregard binding ju-
dicial decisions. The primary responsibility for 
compliance rests with the parties against 
whom orders are made. Government insti-
tutions must develop clear internal proce-
dures to ensure that judgments are prompt-
ly reviewed, communicated to the appropri-
ate officials and implemented within the ap-
plicable legal framework. 
  Equally important is the need to address con-
cerns over the misuse of ex parte orders and 
interim reliefs. As the Federal Ministry of Jus-
tice and ActionAid Nigeria recently warned, 
improper applications and grants of such or-
ders can undermine fair hearing, disrupt 

business activities and weaken confidence 
in the judiciary. Lawyers must make full 
and frank disclosure of material facts, 
while judges must rigorously apply the rel-
evant procedural rules. The urgency of an 
application cannot justify an abuse of ju-
dicial discretion or the denial of funda-
mental rights. 
    These concerns are not contradictory. 
Nigeria needs a judiciary whose orders are 
respected and a judicial process whose pro-
cedures are applied fairly and responsibly. 
Accountability must operate in both di-
rections: litigants must not abuse court 
processes, and public institutions must not 
frustrate lawful judgments. 
  Ultimately, the Federal Government must 
demonstrate through concrete action 
that no agency or official is above the law. 
Persistent disobedience should attract 
appropriate consequences, while com-
pliance should be monitored transpar-
ently. Digital systems could help track 
complaints and administrative recom-
mendations, but technology will be useful 
only where institutions possess the will to 
act on the information available to them. 
  The measure of justice is not simply the 
number of judgments delivered, but the 
extent to which those judgments secure 
the rights and remedies they promise. 
Nigeria’s democracy, economy and inter-
national reputation will remain vulnera-
ble if court orders continue to be treated 
as suggestions rather than binding legal 
obligations. 
  The government must lead by example, 
because a state that refuses to obey its own 
courts cannot credibly demand that its cit-
izens respect the law, nor can it convinc-
ingly invite investors to trust institutions 
whose authority it undermines through 
its own conduct.

the realisation that justice must 
be done.     
  Consequently, the political 
class was compelled to field 
only Yoruba candidates; Chief 
Olusegun Obasanjo and Chief 
Olu Falae. That was how power 
was negotiated and won. That 
strategy of bridge-building, not 
island-making, is still available 
to the Igbo nation today. 
   People fail to learn from his-
tory, and that is why history re-
peats itself. Even the great Chief 
Obafemi Awolowo, far more 
intellectually endowed, more 
administratively proven, more 
ideologically grounded than 
Peter Obi, could not win the 
Presidency of Nigeria through 
a regional party. Chief Odumeg-
wu Ojukwu tried it. Dr. Nnam-
di Azikiwe tried it. They all 
failed. You cannot become Pres-
ident of Nigeria by standing 
on an ethnic pedestal and mo-
bilising one region against the 
rest.   To win the Presidency, you 
must join the mainstream. 
  The Igbo must come to the 
mainstream of Nigerian poli-
tics, they must build bridges, 
build alliances, and negotiate 
with the North and the South-
west. Presidency is not given by 
emotional blackmail; it is 
earned by political collabora-

tion.  
   At this juncture and to achieve 
Igbo Presidency, I humbly wish 
to proffer a three-point 
roadmap to 2031: The first one 
is for my fellow Igbo people to 
end politics of insults and 
abuse.   You cannot insult, 
abuse and demonise a people 
in the morning and expect 
their votes in the afternoon. 
Politics is a game of persuasion, 
not war. No tribe votes for 
those who abuse them. We 
must cease all forms of online 
vituperation against other eth-
nic groups and leaders. 
  The second one is that it is very 
imperative to build bridges 
across tribes, geo-politics, reli-
gion, genders and youth 
groups, not islands and oasis. 
An Igbo Presidency cannot be 
achieved through a religion-
driven or ethnicity-driven par-
ty platform. Nigeria’s Presi-
dency is a national mandate. 
Ndigbo must strategically re-
turn to mainstream national 
politics and build enduring 
alliances with the Yoruba, 
Hausa-Fulani, Niger-Delta and 
Middle Belt. Power is negoti-
ated, not demanded. 
Banji Alabi Esq. is a Lagos-
based legal practitioner and 
public affairs analyst 
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By Akin Olukiran

By Abdulrahman Dambazau 

A FARMER who cannot safely reach his land, a child whose school 
has closed because of violence, and a young graduate unable to 

find productive employment experience insecurity in different ways. 
Their circumstances reveal a common challenge: lasting peace re-
quires protection from violence and the opportunity to live with 
dignity. This connection should occupy a central place in China–
Africa cooperation. 
   My experience in military leadership, internal security and diplo-
macy has reinforced my conviction that security operations must 
form part of a broader national effort. Armed forces and law en-
forcement agencies have indispensable responsibilities to protect 
communities, confront violent groups and uphold the law. The gains 
they secure become durable when legitimate institutions, func-
tioning services and economic opportunities take root. 
   Development is therefore a strategic component of security. Where 
communities can farm, trade, learn and obtain justice, they have 
stronger foundations for resisting the pressures that sustain vio-
lence. 
   Poverty does not automatically produce terrorism or criminali-
ty. Millions endure hardship without turning to violence. Insecu-
rity also arises from political exclusion, contested resources, ex-
tremist ideologies, organised crime and institutional weakness. Nev-
ertheless, prolonged deprivation and a lack of credible opportunities 
can create vulnerabilities that violent actors exploit. Effective pol-
icy must address both those actors and the conditions that enable 
their influence. 
   China–Africa cooperation offers a framework for advancing this 
approach. The Forum on China–Africa Cooperation’s Beijing Action 
Plan for 2025–2027 brings peace and security into the same pro-
gramme as industrialisation, agriculture, infrastructure, education, 
public health and green development. Its significance lies in the 
opportunity to connect these fields through practical implemen-
tation. 
   China’s development experience provides useful lessons. A joint 
study by the World Bank and Chinese institutions reported in 2022 
that, over the preceding four decades, the number of people in Chi-
na living below the international extreme-poverty line then in use 
had fallen by close to 800 million.  
  The study emphasised economic transformation alongside targeted 
poverty reduction measures. African countries can examine how 
agricultural productivity, infrastructure, education and employ-
ment expanded opportunity, while adapting relevant lessons to their 
own circumstances. 
   Africa’s countries have distinct histories, political systems and de-
velopment priorities. Cooperation will achieve more when African 
governments define their needs clearly and negotiate partnerships 

that strengthen domestic capabilities. African ownership must 
guide project selection, implementation and assessment. 
   Agriculture should be an immediate priority. In communities 
affected by insecurity, restoring farming and rural commerce can 
support recovery and stability. Cooperation in irrigation, improved 
seeds, machinery, storage, processing and extension services can 
raise productivity and strengthen livelihoods. Investment should 
be accompanied by secure access to land, fair arrangements for 
managing water and grazing resources, and credible mechanisms 
for resolving disputes. 
   A processing facility has greater value when farmers can reach 
it safely, receive fair payment and access wider markets. Com-
munities emerging from violence also need assistance that en-
ables displaced families to return voluntarily, safely and with dig-
nity, and rebuild sustainable livelihoods. Development planning 
and security planning must meet at this practical level. 
   Reliable electricity and productive industry are equally important. 
Power supply enables workshops, factories, health facilities and 
digital enterprises to function. Industrial cooperation should cre-
ate opportunities for African workers, suppliers and entrepreneurs, 
with clear provisions for skills transfer and the maintenance of 
equipment and facilities. 
   Young people need realistic pathways from education to work. 
Technical training should connect to actual demand in manu-
facturing, construction, agriculture, logistics and technology. Pro-
grammes should be assessed by the capabilities and employment 
they produce. Partnerships between training institutions and em-
ployers can help ensure that qualifications lead to productive work. 
Infrastructure must be judged by the economic activity and pub-
lic services it enables. A railway, road or port can support national 
integration and trade, but its wider benefits depend on connec-
tions to local production and affordable access. Project planning 
must account for maintenance, environmental protection, com-
munity interests and financial sustainability. Financing arrange-
ments should be transparent, with repayment obligations assessed 
against realistic economic returns and public resources. 
   Education and health deserve the same strategic attention. 
Schools help communities recover continuity and hope after dis-
ruption. Accessible healthcare reduces household vulnerability 
and strengthens confidence in public institutions. Cooperation 
among universities, research centres, hospitals and technical col-
leges can build the expertise African countries need to sustain these 
services. 
   Women must participate fully in this work. Their livelihoods, ac-
cess to services and involvement in local decision-making mat-
ter to household resilience and community recovery. Pro-
grammes designed without their participation risk overlooking 
essential needs and sources of knowledge. 

China-Africa cooperation: Tackling insecurity through development
  Development cannot compensate for injustice. Communities re-
quire fair policing, accessible courts, accountable administration 
and protection from abuse. A school or clinic will contribute more 
to lasting stability where citizens also trust public institutions to 
treat them fairly. Economic investment and institutional reform 
should proceed together. 
   Security cooperation should reinforce these foundations. Pro-
fessional training, peacekeeping capacity, maritime security, ac-
tion against illicit arms and stronger responses to organised crime 
can help protect development gains. Such cooperation should up-
hold national law, human rights and accountability. Its ultimate 
purpose must be the safety of people and the strengthening of le-
gitimate institutions. 
  For Nigeria, the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership established 
during President Bola Ahmed Tinubu’s September 2024 visit to 
China provides a framework for pursuing these objectives. It of-
fers an opportunity to connect bilateral cooperation more close-
ly with Nigeria’s priorities for economic transformation and na-
tional security. 
  The next task is disciplined implementation. Every major com-
mitment should have an identified responsible institution, a fi-
nancing arrangement, a timetable and measurable outcomes. Pro-
posed projects, signed agreements, funds disbursed and com-
pleted investments represent different stages of progress. Public 
reporting should make those distinctions clear. 
   We should ask practical questions. Has an agricultural project 
improved farmers’ incomes? Has an industrial investment created 
sustainable employment and developed local suppliers? Has train-
ing transferred skills that institutions can retain? Have commu-
nities affected by conflict gained safer access to schools, health-
care and markets? 
  These questions should guide the assessment of cooperation. They 
also require African governments to fulfil their own responsi-
bilities: coordinating institutions, protecting public resources, 
maintaining infrastructure and ensuring that investment ben-
efits communities fairly. Regional cooperation is essential where 
trade routes, shared resources and security threats cross national 
borders. 
   China–Africa cooperation can contribute substantially to peace 
when development expands opportunity, institutions earn pub-
lic trust and security agencies protect citizens effectively. Its last-
ing achievement should be visible in ordinary lives: farmers re-
turning safely to their fields, young people securing worthwhile 
work and children remaining in school. These are the foundations 
on which a more secure Africa can be built. 
Dambazau,  former Chief of Army Staff, ex-Minister of Interior, and 
currently the Ambassador to the People’s Republic of China, 
wrote from Beijing, China.

FOR anyone to deny that life has become ex-
ceedingly difficult for ordinary Nigerians 

would not merely be disingenuous, but an act of 
pathological denial. Millions of households are 
grappling with a dire economic reality in which 
even basic necessities are increasingly unaf-
fordable. The anguish is real, the deprivation, pal-
pable and the frustration, entirely understand-
able. 
   Yet, in our preoccupation with the immediate 
discomforts of the present, are we in danger of for-
getting the economic precipice from which 
Nigeria might have struggled to retreat, had fun-
damental reforms been indefinitely postponed? 
  The three principal reforms undertaken by Pres-
ident Bola Ahmed Tinubu (PBAT) - petroleum sub-
sidy removal, foreign exchange market unifica-
tion and monetary policy recalibration - were al-
ways likely to impose considerable short-term 
costs. Their rationale was to address structural dis-
tortions that had become increasingly unsus-
tainable. Unfortunately, geopolitical tensions 
involving Iran and the United States have com-
pounded these difficulties through their impli-
cations for energy prices, inflation and eco-
nomic stability. This is particularly unfortunate 
because, tentative green shoots of recovery had 
begun to emerge earlier in the year, with petrol 
prices easing and the naira recording periods of 
appreciation against the dollar. 
   Some armchair economists, practitioners of 
what might be called creeping determinism or 
simply, retrospective certainty, appear oblivious 
to the precarious circumstances in which Nige-
ria’s economy found itself when PBAT assumed 
office in May 2023.    The country was burdened 
by an unsustainable subsidy regime, severe for-
eign exchange distortions, mounting fiscal pres-
sures and an expansive monetary environment 
under Godwin Emefiele’s ignominious stew-
ardship of the Central Bank. 
   We seem to have conveniently forgotten the avi-
ation crisis, when operators struggled to access 
the foreign exchange required to repatriate 
funds owed to international carriers. Some 
threatened to suspend operations, raising the 

spectre of further disruption to an already be-
leaguered economy. Several state governments 
were struggling to meet salary obligations, 
while multiple exchange rates encouraged ar-
bitrage and rent-seeking, rather than productive 
enterprise. To imagine that this arrangement 
could have continued indefinitely without 
grave consequences is to confuse political ex-
pediency with economic prudence. 
   Successive governments were not unaware of 
the three-headed hydra that had stifled our eco-
nomic development for decades. What was 
conspicuously lacking was the political will to 
confront these distortions and entrenched in-
terests decisively. Until PBAT threw down the 
gauntlet, successive administrations appeared 
content to manage symptoms rather than con-
front underlying maladies. 
   As the Yoruba would say, A fi ẹ̀tẹ̀ sílẹ̀, a ń pa 
làpálàpá”(instead of treating leprosy, one is 
treating eczema). The wisdom here is pro-
found.A society that persists with superficial 
remedies, while neglecting the underlying 
pathology, should not be surprised when its af-
flictions ultimately consume it. 
  It is here that Venezuela enters our national 
conversation, not as an exact replica of Nigeria’s 
circumstances, but as a cautionary tale. With a 
population of just 28.5 million (according to 
UNFPA’s 2025 estimate), Venezuela possesses the 
world’s largest proven oil reserves - some 303 bil-
lion barrels, against Nigeria’s 37 billion. Yet this 
extraordinary endowment did not spare it 
economic catastrophe. Dependence on oil rev-
enues, fiscal excesses, foreign-exchange re-
strictions and monetary indiscipline con-
tributed to its devastating collapse. Nigeria is 
not Venezuela, and their economic histories are 
not interchangeable.     
   Nevertheless, the warning is instructive: 
when governments sustain excessive spending, 
artificial prices and policies that erode confi-
dence in their currencies, the eventual adjust-
ment can be far more painful than the re-
forms initially resisted. 
  The question, therefore, is not whether Tinubu’s 
reforms have inflicted hardship. They un-
questionably have. It is whether perpetuating 

the inherited distortions would have produced 
a more benign outcome. That question de-
serves serious consideration rather than the re-
flexive denunciation that frequently passes for 
economic analysis in our public discourse. 
   As young Nigerians would readily quip in their 
everyday parlance, “Na today?”.  Economic 
hardship, of course, is hardly new to Nigeria. As 
far back as 1966, the late highlife maestro, Dr Vic-
tor Olaiya, first released Ìlú Le O! (Country Hard 
O!), whose plaintive refrain, “Kòs’ówól’óde”(there 
is no money in circulation), captured the prevailing 
economic anxiety.    The song remains an un-
settling reminder that economic distress may 
change its outward manifestations while its bur-
den continues to fall disproportionately upon 
ordinary citizens. 
   The song found renewed relevance in the 1980s, 
when it was re-released against the backdrop of 
General Ibrahim Babangida’s Structural Ad-
justment Programme (SAP) and the attendant 
economic dislocation. The hardship, disillu-
sionment and search for better opportunities 
contributed to the exodus of Nigerians, mem-
orably captured in the expression, “Andrew 
was checking out”. Generations have since 
sought their fortunes abroad, driven by aspi-
rations their homeland has too often struggled 
to accommodate. 
   Why, then, are we so forgetful? Perhaps be-
havioural economics offers an explanation. 
Human beings tend to privilege immediate suf-
fering over hypothetical alternatives. Today’s 
hardship is tangible, measurable and painful-
ly personal.  The catastrophe that might have fol-
lowed a different policy course remains con-
jectural. We can count the naira lost to rising liv-
ing costs, but cannot readily quantify the dev-
astation that might have resulted from a pro-
longed fiscal and monetary crisis. 
  This creates a curious political paradox.  Reforms 
intended to avert a deeper crisis may become po-
litically indefensible because their immediate 
costs are more visible than the dangers they were 
designed to prevent. The patient resents the bit-
terness of the medicine, particularly when the 
restoration of health appears painfully slow. 
   Yet, acknowledging the necessity of reform 

must not excuse governmental complacency. 
Economic policy is not vindicated merely by the 
soundness of its intentions, it must ultimately 
be judged by its outcomes. The administra-
tion must demonstrate that Nigerians’ sacrifices 
are translating into improved purchasing pow-
er, employment, public services and productive 
investment. The vulnerable must not be aban-
doned to bear a disproportionate share of the 
adjustment. 
   There is also an essential distinction between 
defending reform and defending every decision 
made in its implementation. The former re-
quires economic reasoning; the latter risks po-
litical partisanship. A government that asks its 
citizens to endure hardship assumes an obli-
gation to govern with transparency, compassion, 
fiscal discipline and demonstrable compe-
tence. 
   Venezuelans might well wish that their lead-
ers had confronted their country’s underlying 
economic vulnerabilities before the crisis be-
came so devastating. Nigeria has an opportunity 
to learn from that experience without assuming 
that our destiny must follow the same course. 
   PBAT has chosen a difficult path, and history 
will ultimately judge whether his reforms deliver 
the promised transformation. The courage to un-
dertake unpopular measures deserves recog-
nition, but courage must be accompanied by 
competence, accountability and results. Nige-
rians are entitled both to relief from present suf-
fering and to the prospect of a better future. Nei-
ther should be sacrificed at the altar of political 
expediency. 
  The tragedy would be not merely to endure the 
pain of reform, but to forget why it became nec-
essary and, in our impatience, abandon the op-
portunity to see it through and build something 
better. A nation that remembers only the bit-
terness of its medicine may never appreciate the 
gravity of the disease it was intended to cure. 
   May we not suffer collective amnesia, and to put 
it in everyday Nigerian Pidgin: “This our Nigeria 
go better!” 
Olukiran, a social and political analyst, wrote 
from London. He can be reached via: oluki-
ran@yahoo.co.uk
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By Olayinka Adigun
Ayinde Barrister’s legacy: Why celebration without protection is not enough

The contrasting approaches to managing Fela Kuti’s and Sikiru Ayinde 
Barrister’s musical estates raise uncomfortable questions about in-
tellectual property,  family accountability and the future of Nigeria’s 
cultural heritage. 
 

A RECENT social media commentary by Honourable Sam-
sondeen Olatunji Balogun, a son of the late Fuji music pio-

neer, Sikiru Ayinde Barrister, has reopened an important con-
versation about how Nigeria treats the legacies of its departed 
musical icons. 
   In the post, Samsondeen questioned why Fuji musicians en-
thusiastically participate in Felabration, wondered whether they 
receive performance fees, and commended the efforts of Bar-
rister’s admirers who have sustained Barrybration. 
   To the casual fan, his observations may appear to be a harm-
less commentary on music festivals or commemorative concerns. 
However, they raise a more fundamental question, one which 
is more pertinent because of his own genealogy: What is the val-
ue of celebrating a musical legend when the intellectual prop-
erty that constitutes his greatest legacy remains inadequately 
protected? 
   Felabration, conceived by Fela’s daughter Yeni Kuti in 1998, has 
grown into one of Africa’s most recognisable cultural celebra-
tions. But the real achievement of the Kuti family extends beyond 
the annual festival. 
   In April 2026, Femi Kuti publicly explained that the family had 
deliberately retained ownership of Fela’s music catalogue, 
choosing to license its commercial exploitation rather than sur-
render control of the intellectual property. 
   That is a significant distinction. The Kuti family understands 
that Fela’s music is not merely a collection of recordings to be 
enjoyed by admirers. Rather, it is an enduring cultural and eco-
nomic asset that must be preserved for successive genera-
tions. 
   Felabration provides visibility and cultural relevance. Profes-
sional catalogue management provides protection, commercial 
value, and continuity. One celebrates the legacy; the other secures 
it. 
   Few musicians have contributed as profoundly to the devel-
opment of a Nigerian indigenous musical genre as Sikiru 
Ayinde Barrister. His creative genius helped establish Fuji as a 
major musical movement. His recordings preserve decades of 
social commentary, political history, Yoruba philosophy, religious 
reflection, and cultural expression. 
Yet, more than 15 years after his death, serious questions remain 
about the management of his extensive body of work. 
   Recordings and live performances attributed to Barrister cir-
culate across digital platforms, sometimes through accounts 

whose relationship with the estate is unclear. Who authorised 
their distribution? Who controls the recordings? Who collects 
the revenue accruing for them? And how much of that income 
reaches the legitimate beneficiaries? 
   These are not questions intended to discourage the promotion 
of Barrister’s music. They are precisely the questions that re-
sponsible estate management should answer. 
   There have been encouraging developments. A catalogue man-
agement company is said to be doing some management and 
monetising Barrister’s works, securing sample clearances and 
facilitating a partnership for the musical legend’s work. Those 
efforts deserve recognition. Indeed, they demonstrate that 
Barrister’s intellectual property retains significant commercial 
value when subjected to professional management. 
   That said, a management arrangement can only deliver its full 
potential when the estate’s rights are clearly established, the rel-
evant recordings are identified, and rights holders cooperate with 
the authorised structure. 
    Where recordings remain outside that arrangement, or where 
competing permissions are granted, the prospects for com-
prehensive protection become considerably weaker. 
   Perhaps the most disturbing aspect of the controversy is the 
allegation that some of Barrister’s children who advocate 
transparency, proper accounting and stronger protection of their 
father’s intellectual property have faced threats, intimidation 
and sustained online harassment. 
   There are also allegations that some individuals claiming to 
be devoted Barrister fans have participated in cyberbullying and 
threats to life of those who question the commercial exploita-
tion of his works. These claims deserve serious attention and, 
where necessary, independent investigation. 
   It would be particularly troubling if the very people seeking 
to protect a deceased musician’s intellectual property were be-
ing subjected to hostility by individuals who profess to celebrate 
his legacy. 
   No beneficiary of a deceased artiste’s estate should face in-
timidation simply for demanding an inventory of the catalogue, 
proper licensing arrangements or accountability for royalties. 
   Equally troubling are concerns about individuals and fan as-
sociations allegedly organising fee-paying events in Nigeria and 
abroad using Barrister’s music, name and image without 
transparent licensing arrangements with the collective per-
mission of the estate. 
   According to accounts from those raising these concerns, some 
organisers, when challenged, claim to have obtained permis-
sion from older children of the late musician. 
   If these accounts are accurate, they raise important questions. 
What authority was granted? Who granted it? Does that indi-
vidual possess the necessary legal rights? Were any licensing fees 
collected? And how were the proceeds accounted for? 

   The fact that someone is a child of a deceased musician does 
not automatically confer unrestricted authority to commercially 
exploit every aspect of that musician’s intellectual property. Nei-
ther does being an older child necessarily establish superior own-
ership rights over younger beneficiaries. These distinctions are 
especially important where an estate includes younger or fi-
nancially vulnerable beneficiaries whose interests must be 
safeguarded. 
   Family seniority cannot replace accountability. Physical custody 
of a recording does not, by itself, establish the right to license it. 
Neither does emotional attachment to a parent’s legacy excuse 
the absence of transparent commercial arrangements. 
   If intimidation is being used to discourage legitimate questions, 
it must stop. The appropriate response to demands for ac-
countability is openness, independent reconciliation and law-
ful administration, not threats. This is not an argument against 
Barrybration or the admirable contributions of Barrister’s fans. 
On the contrary, their efforts deserve enormous appreciation. 
   Over the years, admirers have organised commemorative fes-
tivals, musical performances, academic discussions and cultural 
activities to preserve his memory. The Barry Wonder fan com-
munity and other associations have demonstrated remarkable 
devotion to the man and his music. 
   In 2024, a major celebration in Ibadan included the premiere 
of Professor Saheed Aderinto’s documentary, Mr. Fuji: Barry Won-
der, an important attempt to document Barrister’s historical con-
tributions. But subsequent public controversy surrounding copy-
right permissions for the documentary also illustrated the del-
icate relationship between cultural preservation and intellectual 
property protection. That tension should be resolved through 
transparent licensing processes, not through hostility between 
the estate, scholars and genuine admirers. 
   Fans should be encouraged to celebrate Barrister. Researchers 
should have legitimate pathways to access archival materials. 
Event organisers should understand the permissions required 
for commercial exploitation. None of these objectives is in-
compatible with professional catalogue management. 
   Indeed, a properly administered estate should make them eas-
ier to achieve. There must be a clear distinction between cele-
brating Barrister out of genuine admiration and exploiting his 
legacy for private commercial benefit without appropriate au-
thorisation or accountability. 
   Barrister’s estate needs more than commemorative concerts 
and expressions of admiration. It needs a comprehensive cata-
logue audit covering studio recordings, live performances, au-
diovisual materials, publishing rights and other commercially 
exploitable assets.  
Read the remaining part of this article on www.guardian.ng 
Adigun, a Nigerian cultural and music enthusiast, wrote from 
Abeokuta, Ogun State. 
 

By Robert Uwemedimo

WHEN Debbi Fields observed that “there is 
no such thing as coincidence; people 

come into our lives for a reason,” she captured 
a truth I have come to know profoundly 
through my relationship with Mr Gbenga 
Omotoso. 
   As he turns 65 on November 11, 2026, I pause 
to reflect on the extraordinary journey of more 
than two decades I have been privileged to share 
with the man I call boss - one who has been to 
me a father, mentor, benefactor, teacher, and, 
above all, a blessing from God Almighty. 
   April 21, 2004, marked the beginning of a jour-
ney that would forever alter the course of my life. 
As I approached the wine-coloured plywood 
door on the second floor of a six-storey build-
ing at Ijora Causeway, Lagos - then the head-
quarters of The Comet newspaper - I opened it 
and found myself face to face with Omotoso, the 
Daily Editor, who needed someone to run er-
rands for his office.  
  He asked my name. “Robert,” I replied. “When 
will you resume work?” he asked. I was stunned. 
Here stood a man offering me a job before I had 
even applied; no interview, no credentials to 
present, no long queue outside a human re-
sources office. Just one simple question that 
would rewrite the course of my life. “Tomorrow, 
sir,” I answered. 
  That brief exchange marked the beginning of 
a relationship that shaped my life in ways I could 
never have imagined. I was a young boy who 
had lost his father at 12. Little did I know that God 
was preparing another father figure for me in 
the person of Omotoso. 
  When The Comet closed in 2006, a deep and 
overwhelming sense of uncertainty settled 
over us. Yet Omotoso looked me in the eye and 
assured me that wherever his career took him 
next, I would not be left behind. True to his word, 
when The Nation newspaper launched on July 
31, 2006, I continued working with him as a 16-
year-old boy. 

  One quality that set him apart from the very 
beginning was his uncommon, almost in-
stinctive generosity. 
   I remember one particular week when he re-
peatedly asked whether I had eaten. Each time, 
he would give me some money for food. As time 
passed and his instinctive generosity continued, 
I grew uncomfortable and began answering, 
“Yes, sir, I have eaten.” Not because I had sud-
denly become rich, but because I did not want 
him to think I was turning hunger into a busi-
ness strategy. That is Omotoso. His kindness is 
never calculated; it flows naturally. 
   His generosity was never limited to me. I re-
call a difficult period when the newspaper’s 
salaries were delayed for months. The news-
room was dampened, heavy with frustration. 
Sensing and discerning the quiet despair of his 
colleagues, he reached into his own pocket and 
gave everyone money to ease the hardship. That 
single gesture taught me a lesson I have never 
forgotten: true leadership is not about occu-
pying an office; it is about lifting others when 
life weighs them down. 
   Beyond feeding my body,  Omotoso fed my 
dreams. He encouraged me to keep studying 
while working and never once treated my ac-
ademic ambitions as an inconvenience. During 
one management meeting, when questions 
were raised about my qualifications, he de-
fended my potential and appealed for patience 
while I worked toward becoming a graduate. 
   I was determined not to disappoint him. In 
2014, I graduated from the then Lagos State Poly-
technic with a Distinction. He celebrated the 
achievement, then immediately urged me to 
aim higher.  
   With his continued support, I went on to Caleb 
University, Imota, Lagos, where I earned a Bach-
elor of Science degree in Computer Science in 
2019, graduating with Second Class Upper ho-
nours and a CGPA of 4.36. For someone who had 
started as an errand boy, this was more than ac-
ademic progress. It was living proof that when 
someone believes in your potential, your cir-

cumstances need not determine your desti-
nation. 
  Omotoso’s fatherly role extended far beyond 
the professional and academic. When I married 
in 2018, he provided a Honda Pilot and a per-
sonal driver to take me around all day, ensur-
ing the occasion was memorable. 
  On August 20, 2019, he was appointed Lagos 
State Commissioner for Information and Strat-
egy. Before leaving The Nation, he ensured my 
contributions were recognised with a promo-
tion to Web Officer. 
   A month into his new assignment, he invited 
me to join him at the Ministry of Information 
and Strategy. That invitation opened yet another 
significant chapter in my career. 
   Since then, I have had the privilege of serving 
closely with him as his Personal Assistant and 
Programme Analyst within the Lagos State 
Government. 
   His commitment to my progress did not end 
there. He played an instrumental role in my ap-
pointment into the Lagos State Civil Service on 
December 31, 2024, personally presenting my 
credentials to Governor Babajide Sanwo-Olu for 
consideration and approval. 
   How does one adequately thank a man who 
has consistently opened doors, sometimes 
long before one even knew those doors existed? 
Yet my story is only one among countless tes-
timonies of his compassion. 
  Over the years, I have watched him discreetly 
pay hospital bills for people with whom he 
shares no family ties, sponsor the education of 
children whose parents could not afford school 
fees, and quietly rescue others from difficult cir-
cumstances. He does not need a camera to 
demonstrate kindness, nor does he wait for ap-
plause before helping others. 
   Behind his serious editorial background and 
the demands of public office is also a man 
blessed with a remarkable sense of humour. An 
accomplished journalist, columnist and writer, 
Omotoso has a gift for satire. His humorous ob-
servations can turn even tense moments into 

shared laughter. 
   And then there is table tennis. Anyone who has 
faced him across the table knows that losing is 
not exactly his favourite pastime. He approaches 
every game with the intensity of an editor 
scrutinising a controversial front-page headline. 
Every point matters, every rally is a battle, and 
every defeat deserves a detailed explanation. 
   At 65, I suspect his opponents will still need 
more than youthful energy to defeat him. As I 
celebrate this remarkable man, I see far beyond 
the professional titles and accomplishments. I 
see a compassionate father figure, a bridge-
builder, a generous leader, and a man whose 
quiet influence continues to transform lives. 
   Sir, on your 65th birthday, I pray that Almighty 
God grants you long life, sound health, re-
newed strength, divine protection, and en-
during peace. May the years ahead be filled with 
greater accomplishments, happiness, and the 
joy of seeing the many lives you have touched 
continue to flourish. 
   May God reward every sacrifice you have made 
for others, replenish every resource you have so 
freely and generously shared, and surround you 
with love, honour and abundant blessings. 
   May your pen never run dry, your wisdom nev-
er diminish, your laughter never cease, and may 
you continue winning your table tennis match-
es, even when your opponents believe they de-
serve a chance! 
   For more than 22 years, I have experienced your 
kindness firsthand. I may never be able to repay 
all you have done for me, but I will forever re-
main grateful. Happy 65th birthday, my boss, 
my mentor, my father figure, and my God-sent 
benefactor. 
  The world may know you as Gbenga Omoto-
so, the accomplished journalist and Commis-
sioner. I know you as the man God used to 
rewrite the story of a fatherless boy. And for that, 
I will remain eternally grateful. 
Uwemedimo is a programme analyst and Per-
sonal Assistant to the Lagos State Commis-
sioner for Information and Strategy.



Shell warns gas pipeline gaps threaten 
manufacturing despite 3,226km network 

SHELL Nigeria Gas Limited 
has warned that gaps in 

Nigeria’s gas pipeline infra-
structure could undermine 
manufacturing competitive-
ness, despite the country’s sub-
stantial gas reserves and exist-
ing transmission network. 
  The Managing Director of 
Shell Nigeria Gas Limited 
(SNG), Ralph Gbobo, represent-
ed by Asset Reliability and 
Integrity Manager, Samuel 
Ojo, gave the warning in a pres-
entation titled: ‘Gas for 
Manufacturing: Closing the 
Pipeline Infrastructure Gap to 
Improve Manufacturing 
Competitiveness,’ delivered at 
the Manufacturers Association 
of Nigeria (MAN) Energy 
Security and Energy Efficiency 
Summit in Lagos. 
   According to the presenta-
tion, Nigeria has proven and 
probable gas reserves of 215.19 
trillion cubic feet (Tcf), but 
access to the resource remains 
a challenge for manufacturers 
that require dependable ener-
gy to sustain production. 
    He said manufacturers spent 
N1.34 trillion on alternative 
energy in 2025, highlighting 
the cost burden associated 
with unreliable access to ener-
gy.  “Manufacturers need reli-
able pipeline infrastructure,” 
he said. 
   Data from the Global Energy 
Monitor’s pipeline tracker 
show that Nigeria has 3,226.41 
kilometres of operating gas 
transmission pipelines. A fur-
ther 1,427km are under con-
struction, while 2,074.67km 

are proposed, which will bring 
the combined length of 
pipelines under construction 
to 3,501.67km. 
   The figures highlighted the 
scale of existing infrastructure 
as well as projects at different 
stages of development. 
However, the proposed and 
under-construction figures 
should not be interpreted as 
completed or operational net-
works. 
    His presentation argued that 
expanding access to pipeline 
gas could reduce manufactur-
ers’ energy costs through elec-
tricity generation and indus-
trial process heat, particularly 
for boilers, steam systems and 
kilns. 
     Its illustrative cost compari-
son placed diesel self-genera-
tion at an index of 100, grid 
supply combined with diesel 
backup at 62, and pipeline gas 
at 30. 
    The presentation, however, 
cautioned that the potential 
savings would depend on 
access to infrastructure and 
reliable supply. 
    He identified the Obiafu-
Obrikom-Oben (OB3) pipeline 
as linking the eastern and 
western gas networks, while 
the Ajaokuta-Kaduna-Kano 
(AKK) project represents the 
next step towards expanding 
access to the northern market. 
    The presentation also cited 
the expanded design capacity 
of the East-West pipeline sys-
tem (ELPS II) at 2.3 billion stan-
dard cubic feet per day, noting 
that compression would be 
required to realise the capaci-
ty. 
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NIGERIA is courting a poten-
tial investment pipeline of 

nearly $100 billion from inter-
national investors, but slow pol-
icy implementation, inade-
quate infrastructure and an 
unfriendly business environ-
ment could frustrate efforts to 
convert the interest into actual 
capital inflows. This is according 
to the organiser of an ongoing 
international investment sum-
mit in Abuja. 
    The investment interest, span-
ning more than 50 countries, 
presented an opportunity for 
Nigeria to attract foreign capital 
into critical sectors, reduce 
import dependence, expand 
domestic production, create 
jobs and strengthen its foreign 
exchange position. 
 However, the President of 
Business Summit Group, Dr M. 
Haider Uzzaman, cautioned 
that attracting investors would 
amount to little if the country 
failed to establish the institu-
tional, policy and operational 
conditions required to make 
investments viable and sustain-
able. 

   Speaking in an interview on the 
sidelines of the two-day invest-
ment summit, Uzzaman said 
investors with almost $100 bil-
lion in potential investment 
commitments were looking at 
opportunities across Nigeria's oil 
and gas, renewable energy, artifi-
cial intelligence, fintech, agricul-
ture, agritech, poultry, educa-
tion, healthcare and logistics sec-
tors. 
    He said the summit had attract-
ed participants from more than 
50 countries, including the 
United Kingdom, Brazil, the 
United States, Canada, China, 
Hong Kong, Singapore, Malaysia 
and Bangladesh, with some 
investors participating virtually. 
   The scale of interest, if translated 
into actual investments, could 
provide significant capital for 
infrastructure development, 
industrial expansion and pri-
vate-sector growth at a time 
when Nigeria needs to reduce its 
dependence on imports, ease 
pressure on foreign exchange 
and create productive employ-
ment. 

    But Uzzaman warned that 
Nigeria was competing against 
more than 200 countries aggres-
sively positioning themselves to 
attract international capital. 
    According to him, investors no 
longer wait for governments to 
invite them but compare invest-
ment destinations based on pol-
icy certainty, ease of doing busi-
ness, infrastructure, governance 
and the overall experience of 
operating in a country. 
   He said things are still a little bit 
slow, and Nigeria needed to 
remove existing barriers and cre-
ate a more welcoming invest-
ment environment to remain 
competitive. 
   He argued that the country's 
investment promotion strategy 
must move beyond hosting con-
ferences and announcing invest-
ment opportunities to deliber-
ately marketing Nigeria interna-
tionally and improving the con-
ditions under which businesses 
operate. 
 Uzzaman disclosed that his 
organisation had facilitated 
approximately $1 billion in 

investments in Plateau State 
alone over the past nine months, 
covering projects in different 
sectors. 
    One of the projects is the pro-
posed Jos dry port, in which he 
said he was personally investing 
an initial $11 million, with the 
objective of making the facility 
operational within one year. 
    The dry port, he explained, 
would serve businesses across 
the North-Central region and 
neighbouring countries, includ-
ing Cameroon, Chad and Niger, 
potentially improving regional 
trade, logistics and access to mar-
kets. 
 Beyond infrastructure, 
Uzzaman identified Nigeria's 
dependence on imported food 
products as evidence of the 
country's failure to fully exploit 
its domestic production capaci-
ty. 
  He expressed concern that 
imported liquid milk products 
were readily available in 
Nigerian markets while domes-
tic milk processing capacity 
remained inadequate. 

Nigeria risks $100b investment over 
policy delays, weak business climate 
From Joseph Chibueze, Abuja 

FCCPC orders oil marketers to align 
prices with changing market realities 

THE Federal Competition and 
Consumer Protection 

Commission (FCCPC) has 
warned petroleum refiners and 
marketers against retaining ele-
vated petrol and diesel prices 
despite the recent decline in 
international crude oil prices. 
   It insisted that lower produc-
tion costs must translate into 
cheaper fuel for Nigerian con-
sumers. 
  The commission said it was 
closely monitoring develop-
ments in the international oil 
market to ensure that the sus-
tained decline in crude prices, if 
maintained, reflects in domes-
tic petroleum product prices. 
   The Executive Vice Chairman 
and Chief Executive Officer of 
FCCPC, Tunji Bello, gave the 
assurance in Abuja in response 
to public concerns over the con-
tinued high cost of petrol 
despite the recent moderation 
in global crude oil prices. 
   According to the Commission, 
Brent crude futures, which had 
climbed to about $115 per barrel 
in September, have fallen to 
below $90 this week, raising 
expectations of a possible 
reduction in domestic petrol 
prices. 
   However, petrol prices remain 
elevated across major Nigerian 
cities, averaging between 

N1,405 and N1,420 per litre in 
Abuja and between N1,325 and 
N1,370 in Lagos. 
  The prevailing prices represent 
a significant increase from N839 
to N925 per litre recorded in 
Lagos and Abuja, respectively, on 
February 27, a day before the out-
break of the conflict involving 
the United States, Israel and Iran. 
 Petroleum marketers have 
repeatedly attributed the sharp 
increase in domestic fuel prices 
over the past eight months to 
volatility in international crude 
oil prices following the Middle 
East conflict and the subsequent 
disruption of shipping activities 
around the Strait of Hormuz. 
  The strategic waterway account-
ed for at least 25 per cent of glob-
al oil traffic, making disruptions 
to shipping activities a major 
concern for international ener-
gy markets. 
   However, the FCCPC said a sus-
tained decline in crude oil prices 
should ease the cost of petrole-
um products and provide relief 
to consumers who have 
endured prolonged increases in 
transportation and household 
energy expenses. 
   Bello said refiners and mar-
keters would have little justifica-
tion for maintaining elevated 
petrol and diesel prices if the 
decline in international crude 
prices continued. 

AT least 60 per cent of a pro-
posed $750 million infra-

structure investment fund 
backed by Nigeria's pension 
industry will be channelled into 
projects within the country, as 
pension operators moved to 
deploy more long-term domes-
tic capital into infrastructure 
development. 
  The remaining 40 per cent will 
be available for selected invest-
ments across the region, under 
the proposed Nigeria-focused 
investment platform being 
developed by the Pension 
Industry Leadership Council 
(PILC) in partnership with UK-
funded development agency, 
FSD Africa. 
   The fund is expected to attract 
approximately $600 million 
from Nigerian pension funds 
and at least $150 million from 
development finance institu-
tions, bringing its targeted capi-
talisation to $750 million. 
   It is targeting an initial mobilisa-

tion of $350 million at its first 
close, expected in 2027, before 
scaling up to its full target. 
   Already, 19 Nigerian pension 
funds have expressed interest in 
participating in the initiative, 
which is being developed by 
Pension Fund Administrators 
(PFAs), with support from the 
National Pension Commission 
(PenCom) and FSD Africa. 
   The investment platform is 
expected to finance projects in 
energy, transportation and digi-
tal connectivity through equity 
and quasi-equity investments. 
   The initiative is designed to con-
nect infrastructure investment 
opportunities with long-term 
institutional capital, while 
expanding the role of domestic 
pension savings in financing pro-
ductive economic activities. 
  Chairman of PILC and Director-
General of PenCom, Omolola 
Oloworaran, said the pension 
industry was committed to 
mobilising its long-term savings 
capital to support infrastructure 

development while safeguard-
ing contributors' retirement sav-
ings. 
  She said the proposed platform 
marked an important step 
towards deploying pension 
assets into investments that can 
support the country's develop-
ment needs. 
  “The pension industry holds the 
largest pool of long-term savings 
capital in the country, and we are 
committed to mobilising it to 
deepen infrastructure develop-
ment, while safeguarding the 
retirement savings of contribu-
tors,” she said. 
   Oloworaran described the 
memorandum of understand-
ing with FSD Africa as the first 
step in the industry's efforts to 
achieve the objective. 
   Chief Executive Officer of FSD 
Africa, Mark Napier, said the pro-
posed structure would help 
address the gap between Africa's 
substantial institutional capital 
and its infrastructure financing 
needs. 

   He said the organisation was 
keen to work with PenCom and 
Nigeria's pension industry to 
unlock the capital they manage 
for investment in priority infra-
structure projects. 
   Under the agreement, FSD 
Africa will provide technical 
advice and support to PILC in 
establishing the fund. 
   The support will cover the selec-
tion of a fund manager through 
a competitive process, engage-
ment with potential investors 
and development finance insti-
tutions, capacity building and 
assistance with necessary regula-
tory reforms. 
   The proposed structure will 
comprise a naira-denominated 
core investment fund and a sep-
arate co-investment vehicle, 
allowing participating pension 
funds to invest alongside the 
main fund in selected projects. 
  A parallel foreign-currency vehi-
cle may also be established to 
accommodate international 
investors. 

Nigeria to get 60% of proposed $750m pension infrastructure fund 
By Gloria Nwafor 

From Collins Olayinka, Abuja 

By Waliat Musa 

Chief Marketing and Communications Officer, Ngozi Akinyele (left); Chairman, Coronation Group, Aigboje Aig-Imoukhuede; Managing 
Director/Chief Executive Officer, Coronation Insurance, Olamide Olajolo and Managing Partner, Coronation Capital, Kayode Akindele, at the Africa 
Financial Summit (AFIS) 2026 in Luanda, Angola, where they joined African business leaders, policymakers and investors to discuss the future 
of finance, capital mobilisation and sustainable economic growth across the continent.

. Global investors target diverse sectors but warn of policy drag 
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Head, New Business Development, Shell Nigeria Gas, Feyifunmi Fabunmi (left); Regional Chairman, Southeast, MAN Anambra, Ebonyi & Enugu, 
Dr Adaora Ogochukwu Chukwudozie; Asset Reliability & Integrity Manager, Shell Nigeria Gas, Sam Ojo, President, Manufacturers Association of 
Nigeria, Dr Ifeanyi Okoye and Media & Communications Adviser, Shell Nigeria Gas, Noredia Douglas-Jombo, at the Manufacturers Association of 
Nigeria (MAN) Energy Security and Energy Efficiency Summit in Lagos.
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Dangote Cement shelves London listing over market conditions 

DANGOTE Cement Plc has 
shelved plans for a second-

ary listing and share offering on 
the London Stock Exchange 
(LSE), citing prevailing market 
conditions and strategic priori-
ties, in a setback to efforts by the 
UK bourse to attract major inter-
national companies. 
   The decision, which was 
announced yesterday, followed 
a board meeting held on 
November 10, 2026, where direc-
tors resolved that the company 
and its selling shareholder, 
Dangote Industries Limited 
(DIL), would no longer proceed 
with the proposed listing and 
offering at this time. 
   The cement manufacturer dis-
closed this in a notice to the 

Nigerian Exchange Limited 
(NGX), signed by its Company 
Secretary, Edward Imoedemhe. 
   The firm assured investors that 
its shares would remain listed 
on the Nigerian bourse and that 
the decision would not affect its 
operations or business plans. 
   Dangote Cement had dis-
closed in May that it was in early 
discussions over a possible sec-
ondary listing in London, a 
move expected to broaden its 
access to international investors 
and provide additional oppor-
tunities for raising capital. 
   The proposed transaction had 
attracted the attention of inter-
national financial institutions, 
with Citigroup, JPMorgan 
Chase and Standard Bank 

reportedly engaged as advisers 
to the company. 
   The proposed listing was expect-
ed to give the cement manufac-
turing giant greater exposure to 
international investors and 
strengthen its presence in global 

capital markets.   
   However, the transaction will 
no longer proceed following the 
board's latest decision. 
   Dangote Cement, Africa's 
largest cement producer, oper-
ates in 11 African countries and 
has been listed on the NGX since 
2010. 

   The company is currently the 
NGX’s most valuable listed firm, 
with a market capitalisation of 
N24.8 trillion, representing 
approximately 15.1 per cent of 
the Nigerian equities market. 
   Former President of the Ibadan 
Zone of the Shareholders 
Association of Nigeria, Eric 

Akinduro, described Dangote 
Cement’s decision to suspend its 
proposed secondary listing on 
the London Stock Exchange as a 
business decision, expressing 
confidence that the company 
must have carefully considered 
the implications before taking 
the step. 
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NIGERIA’s efforts to deepen 
trade relations with China 

and reduce the cost and delays 
associated with international 
transactions received a boost 
yesterday as Stanbic IBTC Bank 
introduced a cross-border pay-
ment platform that enables 
local businesses to initiate pay-
ments in naira and settle direct-

ly in Chinese Yuan. 
   The platform, known as the 

Cross-Border Interbank 
Payment System (CIPS), is 
expected to reduce transaction 
processing time from between 
48 and 72 hours under tradition-
al payment channels to about 24 
hours, while minimising 
exchange rate exposure, reduc-
ing transaction complexities 
and improving predictability 

for businesses operating along 
the Nigeria-China trade corri-
dor. 

   The development is consid-
ered significant for Nigerian 
importers, manufacturers and 
other businesses, given China's 
position as one of the country's 
major trading partners and the 
challenges associated with mul-
tiple currency conversions, 
intermediary banks and settle-

ment delays in international 
trade. 

    Speaking at the CIPS Go-Live 
Ceremony in Lagos yesterday, 
Chief Executive Officer, Stanbic 
IBTC Bank, Wole Adeniyi, said 
the introduction of the platform 
was made possible by the direct 
participation of its parent com-
pany, Standard Bank Group, in 
China's cross-border interbank 
payment infrastructure. 

New cross-border payment system links Naira, Yuan 

AIR Peace and Ethiopian Airlines 
have signed a bilateral interline 

agreement aimed at strengthen-
ing air transport connectivity 
across Africa and providing passen-
gers with seamless access to desti-
nations across the continent and 
beyond. 

   The agreement, which covers pas-
senger travel and checked bag-
gage services, would enable both 
airlines to issue tickets for eligible 
itineraries involving flights operat-
ed by the two carriers. The pact was 
signed yesterday at the Air Peace 
office in Lagos. 
   Under the arrangement, passen-

gers travelling on qualifying routes 
could book their entire journey on 
a single ticket and have their bag-
gage checked through to their final 
destinations, where applicable. 
   The development is expected to 
eliminate the inconvenience of 
making separate flight bookings 
and re-checking baggage when 

connecting between the two air-
lines, thereby simplifying interna-
tional and regional travel. 
   The partnership would connect 
Air Peace's extensive domestic and 
regional network with Ethiopian 
Airlines' international operations, 
which span Africa, Europe, Asia, the 
Middle East and the Americas. 

Air Peace, Ethiopian Airlines seal pact to boost African connectivity 

THE Federal Government has 
proposed a regional capital 

market framework that would 
allow companies and govern-
ments to raise funds across 10 
West African countries without 
obtaining separate regulatory 
approvals in each market. 
   The proposal, presented by the 
Minister of Finance, Taiwo 
Oyedele, at the S&P Global 
Ratings Africa Summit in Lagos 
yesterday, is aimed at removing 
barriers to cross-border invest-
ment and improving access to 
long-term financing for infra-
structure and economic 
growth. 

   Oyedele said fragmented capi-
tal markets across the region 
had limited the ability of coun-
tries to mobilise the scale of 
funding required for develop-
ment, noting that no single mar-
ket was deep enough to meet 
the region’s financing needs. 
   Under the proposed frame-
work, an issuer approved by reg-
ulators in one participating 
country would be able to raise 
capital in other member mar-
kets without going through sep-
arate approval processes. The 
arrangement, described as a 
regional “passport” regime, is 
expected to make it easier for 
governments and companies to 
access investors across the 

region. 
    Nigeria is also proposing a uni-
fied investor identification sys-
tem that would allow investors 
registered in one country to buy 
bonds and equities in other par-
ticipating markets without 
repeating registration and verifi-
cation procedures. 
   Oyedele said the reforms would 
be complemented by the inte-
gration of regional trading, set-
tlement and payment systems, 
allowing securities transactions 
to be settled directly in local cur-
rencies and reducing depend-
ence on the United States dollar. 
   Other proposals include estab-
lishing a regional local-currency 
bond index and a credit 

enhancement facility to support 
cross-border infrastructure 
financing. 
    The proposed integration cov-
ers Nigeria, Ghana and eight 
French-speaking countries that 
use the CFA franc and share a 
common central bank. They are 
Benin, Burkina Faso, Côte 
d’Ivoire, Guinea-Bissau, Mali, 
Niger, Senegal and Togo. 
   Oyedele said existing initiatives, 
including the West African 
Capital Markets Integration 
Council, the African Exchanges 
Linkage Project and the Pan-
African Payment and Settlement 
System (PAPSS), provide a foun-
dation for deeper regional inte-
gration.  

NSW platform. 
    Director of the NSW 
Secretariat, Tola Fakolade, dis-
closed this yesterday in Lagos 
during the stakeholders’ 
engagement held ahead of the 
launch of the second phase of 
the platform for export opera-
tions scheduled for December 
14. 
   He said the second phase cov-
ering export-related processes 
would be implemented pro-
gressively from the fourth 

NSW hits N17b milestone, moves to phase 2 of export drive by December 

FG moves to ease cross-border investment in W’Africa 

NCDMB, NLNG commit $9 million  
to research in six universities 

THE Nigerian Content 
Development and 

Monitoring Board (NCDMB) 
and Nigeria LNG Limited 
(NLNG) have committed $9 
million to research pro-
grammes in six Nigerian uni-
versities, with each institu-
tion expected to receive $1.5 
million to develop solutions 
to challenges in the oil and 
gas industry. 
   The programme will estab-
lish professorial research 
chairs in the universities, with 
areas of focus ranging from 
natural gas processing and 
pollution control to digital 
engineering, energy transi-
tion and satellite intelligence. 
   The beneficiary institutions 
are the University of Ibadan, 
Rivers State University, 
Modibbo Adama University, 
Aliko Dangote University of 
Science and Technology, 
University of Nigeria, Nsukka, 
and the University of Abuja, 
also known as Yakubu Gowon 
University. 
   Speaking at the launch of the 

programme, the Managing 
Director and Chief Executive 
Officer of NLNG, Adeleye 
Falade, said the investment 
was aimed at helping 
Nigerian universities turn 
research findings into solu-
tions that could be used by 
industries. 
   He said the changing nature 
of the energy industry made 
continuous research impor-
tant, particularly in areas such 
as operational efficiency, 
emissions control, safety and 
the maintenance of industrial 
facilities. 
   “In the energy industry, we 
understand that technology 
and energy systems are evolv-
ing, and the need for sus-
tained research cannot be 
overemphasised,” Falade said. 
   He said the programme 
would also encourage closer 
working relationships 
between universities, govern-
ment and industry, allowing 
researchers to learn from 
industry experience and test 
their findings against real 
challenges. 

CRC calls Africa to pioneer AI-driven 
financial innovation for devt 

THE Managing Director/CEO of 
CRC Credit Bureau Limited, Dr 

‘Tunde Popoola, has called on 
African governments, financial 
institutions, academia, 
researchers, and policymakers to 
embrace Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) as a strategic tool for sustain-
able development, financial 
inclusion, and economic trans-
formation. 
   He made the call while deliver-
ing the keynote address at the 
maiden international academic 
conference organised by the 
Department of Finance, Faculty 
of Management Sciences, 
University of Ilorin, Kwara State. 
The conference was themed: 
“Artificial Intelligence, Finance 
and the Path to Sustainability in 
Emerging and Developing 
Countries.” 
   Popoola highlighted the sus-
tainability challenges con-
fronting emerging economies, 
including poverty, climate 
change, energy deficits, infra-
structure gaps, financial exclu-
sion, and weak institutions. He 
noted that many developing 
countries remain far from 
achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals, which 

makes innovative and scalable 
solutions increasingly important. 
   He explained that finance is cen-
tral to sustainable development 
because it mobilises savings, allo-
cates capital, manages risks, and 
promotes innovation. However, 
limited access to credit and inad-
equate financial infrastructure 
continue to hamper progress, 
and he cited estimates that 
achieving the SDGs requires 
between $5.4 trillion and $6.4 tril-
lion in yearly financing globally. 
    Describing AI as a new develop-
ment equation, he explained that 
it enables smarter decision-mak-
ing through advanced data ana-
lytics, improves credit assess-
ment, and enhances fraud detec-
tion. He added that AI can help 
address long-standing challenges 
such as inadequate data, weak 
institutions, and infrastructure 
financing deficits. 
   He pointed to global and local 
financial institutions already 
using AI for customer service, risk 
management, credit scoring, and 
fraud prevention, and he refer-
enced CRC Credit Bureau’s own 
predictive credit analytics and 
customer profiling solutions, 
which support responsible lend-
ing and broader access to credit. 

By Helen Oji 

By Olusegun Koiki 

By Isaac Chibuife 

THE National Single 
Window (NSW) Secretariat 

has revealed that over 4,414 
trade manifests and N17 bil-
lion have been received in 
eight months for the National 
Agency for Food and Drug 
Administration and Control 
(NAFDAC), Standards 
Organisation of Nigeria (SON), 
Nigeria Agricultural 
Quarantine Service (NAQS), 
and other agencies on the 

quarter of 2026 to the first 
quarter of 2027, with addition-
al government agencies and 
private-sector stakeholders 
integrated into the platform. 
   Fakolade said the expansion is 
expected to streamline export 
documentation, simplify regu-
latory procedures, reduce 
delays and improve the effi-
ciency of Nigeria’s internation-
al trade. 
   Under the second phase, the 
platform will accommodate 

export licences, certificates 
and permits, Forms Nigeria 
Export Proceeds (NXP) and 
Non-Commercial Export 
(NCX), export manifests trans-
mitted by the Central Bank of 
Nigeria (CBN), Import Duty 
Exemption Certificates (IDEC), 
import and export permits for 
Free Trade Zones, as well as 
payments for export-related 
licences, permits, certificates 
and other regulatory docu-
ments (LPCO). 

By Adaku Onyenucheya 

By Bankole Orimisan 

By Adeyemi Adepetun 

By Abigail Ikhaghu 

.Shareholders urge calm, say no cause for panic selling 
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Nigeria surpasses 200m mobile  
connections as SIM activations surge

‘How smartphone settings influence mobile data consumption’

Ekeh explains decisions that aided investments in Africa’s tech devt

NIGERIA’s telecommunications sector has 
reached a new milestone, crossing the 200 

million mobile connections mark as operators 
continue to roll out new subscriber identity 
module (SIM) card activations.  
  This achievement underscores the rapid pace 
of digital adoption in Africa’s largest economy, 
where mobile connectivity is increasingly cen-
tral to commerce, communication, and every-
day life. 
   Industry analysts note that the surge in con-
nections reflects both aggressive expansion 

strategies by telcos and rising consumer de-
mand for affordable mobile services. With 
more Nigerians relying on mobile phones for 
banking, education, and entertainment, the 
sector’s growth is reshaping the country’s dig-
ital landscape. 
   The expansion is being driven by major op-
erators who have invested heavily in infra-
structure upgrades and nationwide SIM 
distribution campaigns. Rural and semi-

urban communities, once underserved, are 
now seeing more access to mobile networks, 
narrowing the digital divide and opening new 
opportunities for economic participation. 
   Indeed, the latest subscription statistics, the 
September edition from the Nigerian Com-
munications Commission (NCC), showed that 
mobile connections in the country are now 
200,337,097, up from 182.2 million as of Janu-
ary 2026.  

  The growth has translated to a teledensity of 
92.41 per cent. 4G network remained domi-
nant with 54.3 per cent reach, where over 108.7 
million Nigerians are on it. It should be noted 
that virtually, most Nigerians explored all the 
networks including 2G and 3G (which is fast 
nearing its sunset in most countries, Nigeria 
inclusive).     
   Analysis of the data showed that within the 
period under review, telecom operators acti-
vated and reactivated over 18.11 million SIMs. 
Some SIMs that were barred from the network 
due to one biometric defect or another have 
also been corrected and pushed back into the 
networks. 

Recall that through the NIN-SIM Policy 
Clean-up of 2024 by the NCC and the National 
Identity Management Commission (NIMC), 
some 59.7 million phone lines were erased as 
part of the nationwide policy requiring all SIM 
cards to be linked to a verified National Iden-
tification Number (NIN) by the September 14, 
2024 deadline. This caused active subscriber 
numbers to drop from 224.7 million in 2023 to 
164.9 million by December 2024.  
   As of today, mobile connections have reached 
over 200 million. Further analysis showed 
that Internet subscriptions via GSM technol-
ogy reached 160.9 million, and broadband 
users are 128 million Nigerians, with 59.05 per 
cent penetration. 
   In terms of market reach, MTN maintained 
dominance. NCC statistics showed that MTN, 
as of September, has 104.6 million users (52.3 
per cent); Airtel has 68 million users (34 per 
cent); Globalcom has 23.8 million users (11.8 
per cent); and T2 has 3.61 million users (1.81 per 
cent). 
   Meanwhile, stakeholders have tapped Nige-
ria to move from coverage to meaningful 
usage. Speaking at a rural telecom event in 
Lagos, President of the Association of Telecom-
munications Companies of Nigeria (ATCON), 
Tony Emoekpere, said the industry must move 
beyond measuring progress mainly by cover-
age and subscriber numbers, arguing that the 
real test is whether people in rural communi-
ties can afford and use the services available to 
them. 

AS mobile data costs continue to 
rise worldwide, experts warn 

that the way users configure their 
smartphones may quietly be driv-
ing up consumption.  
  Settings such as background app 
refresh, automatic updates, and 
video streaming quality are in-
creasingly under scrutiny, with an-
alysts noting that small 
adjustments could translate into 
significant savings for consumers.  
  The issue has gained attention as 
telecom providers report surging 
data usage across markets. 
   Industry observers pointed out 

connectivity. 
   “The growing demand for smart-
phones has driven significant ad-
vances in mobile technology, from 
dual-SIM functionality and eSIM 
technology to 5G connectivity. These 
developments have changed how 
people connect and use their de-
vices. With 5G, users can access serv-
ices at higher speeds, and activities 
such as high-resolution streaming 
and other data-intensive applica-
tions can influence how much data 
they consume,” Kojode said. 

that features like cloud synchroni-
sation and location services often 
run unnoticed, steadily consuming 
data in the background.  
  Streaming platforms, meanwhile, 
default to high-definition playback 
that can quickly drain monthly al-
lowances.  
  Consumer advocates argued that 
greater awareness of these settings 
could empower users to manage 
costs more effectively, while regula-
tors in some regions are beginning 
to examine whether default config-
urations unfairly inflate data usage. 
   These issues featured at MTN Nige-

FOREMOST technology entrepreneur and Chairman 
of Zinox Group, Leo Stan Ekeh, has revealed that his 

decision to establish a technology company in Nigeria 
more than three decades ago was considered “corpo-
rate suicide” at the time.  
   He made the disclosure while addressing over 600 
global women leaders at the International Women 
Leadership Conference (TIWLC) in Dubai, convened by 
the Ibukun Awosika Leadership Foundation. 
   Speaking on the theme: ‘Losing the Fear’, Ekeh re-
counted how he returned to Nigeria after his studies 
abroad to find his peers gravitating toward banking, 
oil, and gas, while technology was dismissed as a for-
eign pursuit.     
   Despite discouragement, he chose to follow his pas-
sion, believing that technology held the master key to 
unlocking Africa’s future. “I chose the road not taken,” 
he told the audience. “It was corporate suicide in the 

eyes of my parents and many others. I lost the fear be-
cause I believed technology was the master key that 
would unlock possibilities for Nigeria and Africa.” 
   He described years of hardship, surviving on one meal 
a day and sleeping in a cramped office space. His vision, 
however, was clear: to create a Nigerian and African IT 
identity. He launched Task Systems Limited over 35 
years ago, pioneering desktop publishing and com-
puter graphics in Nigeria.  
   At its debut event in Ikeja’s Sheraton Hotel, he de-
clared: “No country can claim to be independent with-
out technology independence.” The Nigerian media 
embraced his vision, helping drive the computerisation 
of nearly all media houses in Nigeria and beyond. 
   His boldest move came with the founding of Zinox 
Technologies, which became one of Africa’s first Mi-
crosoft WHQL- and Intel-certified computer manufac-
turers.  

ria’s Data on Trial engagement in 
Abuja, where industry stakeholders 
examined the technology and con-
sumer experiences shaping conver-
sations around data usage and 
billing. 
   Chief Executive Officer of MTN 
Nigeria, Dr Karl Toriola, said con-
sumer education is central to help-
ing customers understand the 
factors that influence their data 
consumption, including the set-
tings on their mobile devices. 
   “Data on Trial helps people under-
stand how their phone settings and 
background activities affect their 

data consumption. Through our so-
cial media platforms, we share sim-
ple tips and practical videos to help 
customers monitor their data bal-
ance and make informed choices 
about how they use their devices,” 
Toriola said. 
   Sales Manager for Xiaomi in Nige-
ria’s North-West region, Kelvin Ko-
jode, highlighted how growing 
demand for smartphones has 
driven advances in mobile technol-
ogy, including dual-SIM functional-
ity, eSIM technology and 5G 

• 4G remains dominant network as 5G sees 10.1m connections 
• Broadband penetration reaches 128 million Nigerians

Founder, Ibukun Awosika Leadership Foundation, Ibukun Awosika (left), and Chairman, Zinox 
Group, Leo Stan Ekeh, at the International Women Leadership Conference (TIWLC) in  Dubai, UAE.

Read the remaining part of this story on  
www.guardian.ng



24   |

Issue www.guardian.ng

THE GUARDIAN, Wednesday,  November  11,  2026

Read the remaining story  
on www.guardian.ng 

Read the remaining story  
on www.guardian.ng 

Lagos court ruling on $17,000 investment dispute sparks calls for regulatory probe
By Helen Oji 

THE controversy surrounding a dollar-
denominated investment plan that left a 

Nigerian investor facing the loss of over $20,000 
($20,106.84) has taken a more serious turn, with 
calls for regulators and law-enforcement agen-
cies to examine whether the marketing and 
operation of similar foreign currency-linked 
schemes could expose retail investors to fraud. 
  The calls followed a judgment of the Lagos 
High Court, which ordered Utmost Wealth 
Solutions (formerly known as Generali) to 
refund $17,106.84 to Mrs Clara Chinenye 
Nwachukwu after declaring a key clause in the 
investment policy “manifestly unjust, unfair 
and one-sided.” The judgment was delivered by 
Justice K.A. Jose on January 26, 2026.  
  The case has also raised questions about 
whether products that are presented to 
Nigerians as long-term savings or investment 
plans but involve offshore entities, foreign cur-
rencies and complicated charges are receiving 
sufficient regulatory scrutiny before they are 
marketed to retail investors. 
   Nwachukwu had instituted the suit against 
ProFinAd Nigeria Limited, the local representa-
tive for Utmost Wealth Solutions and other par-
ties over a long-term dollar-linked plan intro-
duced to her in 2014. 
  She reportedly committed to paying $1,000 
monthly and made 18 monthly contributions, 
bringing her total contribution to $18,000. 
   A valuation of the policy subsequently showed 
an accrued value of $20,106.84, but the investor 
later discovered that her policy had been 
reduced to a zero value after she stopped con-
tributing and sought to exit the arrangement. 
   The dispute centred on a contractual provision 
that permitted the company to apply the initial 
premium payments towards administrative 
charges. 
  The court rejected the application of the provi-
sion in the manner relied upon by the company, 
holding that it was manifestly unjust, unfair 
and one-sided. 
  While the court accepted that the investment 
firm was entitled to administrative charges for 
the period the policy remained active, it limited 
the allowable charges to $3,000 for the eight 
years. 
   The court also awarded N2 million as litigation 
costs but declined the investor’s claim for N10 
million in general damages.  
   The circumstances have prompted questions 

about whether the way such products are mar-
keted to retail investors should attract closer 
examination by the relevant regulatory and law-
enforcement authorities. 
Investor alleges misleading presentation 

NWACHUKWU alleged that the product was 
presented to her as a pension-style savings 

and investment arrangement, with assurances 
that her money would be invested to generate 
returns. 
   She also alleged that she was led to believe that 
administrative charges would be deducted 
from profits rather than from her principal. 
  The investor questioned how an offshore-
linked investment product could be marketed 
to Nigerians without stronger regulatory scruti-
ny, particularly where the local representative 
was the entity dealing directly with the cus-
tomer. 
   Her concern goes beyond the recovery of her 
own funds. It raises the possibility that other 
retail investors could have entered similar 
arrangements without fully understanding the 
charges, surrender 
conditions, juris-
diction of the con-
tract and risks asso-
ciated with stop-
ping contribu-
tions. 
  That is where the 
case becomes rele-
vant to Nigeria’s 
growing concern 
over unregistered 
and potentially 
fraudulent invest-
ment schemes. 
SEC warns against unregistered schemes 

THE SEC said many of the schemes exhibit 
characteristics of Ponzi or prohibited invest-

ment schemes, while some operators provide 
unauthorised investment services to members 
of the public. 
  The SEC further stated that under the 
Investments and Securities Act 2025, only enti-
ties registered by the commission are autho-
rised to promote investment services, provide 
investment advisory services or solicit funds 
from the public in the Nigerian capital market. 
   The commission’s current investor-verification 
platform also tells investors to verify the status 
of investment platforms and operators before 
committing funds.  

   The ISA 2025 has also expanded the SEC’s regu-
latory powers, including powers to register and 
regulate online forex trading activities, plat-
forms and intermediaries.  
This is significant because the boundary 
between a conventional investment scheme 
and a foreign currency-linked investment prod-
uct can sometimes be difficult for ordinary 
investors to understand. 
Dollar denomination does not remove SEC 
scrutiny 

THE fact that an investment is denominated 
in dollars does not, by itself, place it outside 

of the SEC’s jurisdiction. 
  Where a product has the characteristics of a col-
lective investment scheme, securities product 
or other capital-market activity, the SEC has reg-
ulatory responsibilities. 
   The ISA 2025 also gives the Commission broad-
er powers over investment products and mar-
ket intermediaries. 
This means that regulators need to look beyond 
the label attached to a product. 

A scheme described 
as a “wealth plan”, 
“savings plan”, 
“ p e n s i o n - s t y l e 
investment”, “FX 
investment” or 
“ i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
investment” should 
not escape regulato-
ry scrutiny simply 
because of the ter-
minology used by 
its promoters. 
   The regulator 
needs to examine 

the substance of the product, including where 
investors’ money goes, who manages it, how 
returns are generated, what charges are deduct-
ed, who has custody of the funds and the legal 
rights of investors when they want to withdraw. 
Offshore structure raises enforcement concerns 
   The use of offshore entities presents another 
challenge. A Nigerian investor may deal with a 
local representative or intermediary but sign a 
contract with a company incorporated in 
another jurisdiction. 
   When a dispute arises, the investor may discov-
er that the governing law, dispute-resolution 
mechanism and location of the company’s 
assets are outside Nigeria. This can make recov-
ery considerably more challenging and expen-

sive. 
   It also creates a potential regulatory gap if a for-
eign product is aggressively marketed to 
Nigerian retail investors through local represen-
tatives without the appropriate Nigerian regula-
tory approvals. 
  The SEC has already demonstrated concern 
about cross-border investment activities. Its reg-
ulatory materials include specific provisions con-
cerning foreign collective investment schemes. 
  The commission has further proposed rules on 
cross-border securities trading and custody, 
showing the growing importance of establish-
ing clear regulatory requirements for invest-
ment activities involving foreign markets.  
Experts call for investigation where fraud is 
suspected 

PROFESSOR of Finance at Igbinedion 
University, Professor Nat Offor, said investors 

who believe they have been defrauded should 
pursue the matter through the appropriate reg-
ulatory and law-enforcement channels. 
  He advised affected investors to petition the SEC 
where the product falls within its jurisdiction 
and to have a lawyer issue a formal demand for 
repayment. 
Where there is evidence suggesting criminal 
conduct, he recommended that the matter also 
be reported to the Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission and the police, while civil 
proceedings could be pursued simultaneously. 
   Professor of Finance at the University of Nigeria, 
Nsukka, Professor Chude Nwude, said the first 
issue that must be established is whether the 
investment product had the required regulatory 
approval. 
He advised that where SEC approval was 
required, affected investors should report the 
matter to the Commission and the Investments 
and Securities Tribunal. 
SEC needs stronger early-warning system 

FOR retail investors, however, the bigger issue 
is prevention. The SEC should consider estab-

lishing a stronger early-warning system for com-
plex investment products being marketed to 
Nigerians, particularly those involving foreign 
currencies, offshore companies, investment 
wrappers and long-term contractual commit-
ments. 
Before such products are marketed aggressively 
to retail investors, the regulator should be able to 
determine exactly what they are. 

OIL companies’ engagement of 
expatriates to directly oversee 

negotiations over disputes concern-
ing compensation and unsustain-
able community levies contributed 
to continuous operational disrup-
tions, increased vandalism and sabo-
tage of oil facilities by community 
members. These disruptions frustrat-
ed business activities and, ultimately, 
contributed to some oil companies 
leaving the country. 
  This was revealed in a memoir, My 
Dream, My Journey, written by 
Nigerian broadcaster, communica-
tion expert and cultural advocate, 
Sola Omole. 
   In a section titled “Bon Voyage, 
Nigeria,” Omole recounted how mis-
trust of Nigerian negotiators and the 
recruitment of many expatriates to 
take over led to persistent communi-
ty conflicts, oil pipeline sabotage, 
demands for increased compensa-
tion and operational disruptions. 
   He said this contributed to his even-
tual departure from Nigeria after 
years of working in the oil and gas 
industry. 
   Omole, a former Director-General of 
the Nigerian Television Authority 
(NTA), described the operational diffi-
culties confronting oil companies, 
particularly Chevron, where he 
worked between 2000 and 2003. 
During that period, community agi-
tations, vandalism and disagree-
ments over compensation increas-
ingly disrupted business activities. 

Omole: How expatriate negotiations, levies fuelled HOSTCOM crises

   He said the company frequently had 
to intervene whenever community 
disputes disrupted its operations, 
with efforts directed at resolving dis-
agreements and ensuring that work-
ers could return to their duties after 
negotiations and compensation pay-
ments. 
   Omole said community members 
deliberately sabotaged oil facilities by 
cutting pipelines, resulting in oil 
spills and extensive environmental 
damage. He alleged that members of 
affected communities prevented the 
company’s personnel from taking 
immediate corrective measures to 
stop the flow of oil into the environ-
ment because they wanted increased 
financial compensation. 
   According to him, the culprits 
allegedly collaborated with others in 
communities within the company’s 
operational territory to damage 
pipelines. Some incidents occurred at 
remote locations along pipelines in 
the dead of night, making it almost 
impossible to identify those responsi-
ble. 
   Omole explained that the company 
established procedures for respond-
ing to oil spills, including notifying 
regulators, inspecting affected sites 
and negotiating compensation pay-
ments. 
   He said community members also 
made demands for infrastructure 
support and other benefits, which 

became regular sources of tension. 
Virtually every community request, 
he said, created the possibility of oper-
ational disruptions. 
   He recalled that the situation 
became particularly frustrating fol-
lowing the takeover of Chevron’s 
Escravos operations by Itsekiri 
women and the subsequent takeover 
of its 
Abiteye 
s w a m p 
facilities 
by Ijaw 
women. 
   Omole 
disclosed 
that the 
c o m p a -
n y ’ s 
Opuekeba 
o f f s h o r e 
p l a t f o r m 
was com-
pletely van-
dalised dur-
ing the peri-
od. 
  The com-
munication expert said the repeated 
disruptions generated considerable 
frustration among the company’s 
technical team, who blamed him and 
his Nigerian team for failing to find a 
lasting solution to the community-
related challenges. 
   According to him, company man-

agement explored the option of 
bringing in expatriates to oversee its 
operations during the period. 
   He said the expatriates served as 
managing director, supervised the 
Safety and Environmental Affairs 
Division and handled security servic-
es, including dispute and compensa-

tion negotiations. 
   According to Omole, 
the expatriates 
believed he was not 
doing enough to 
address the commu-
nity problems. They 
resisted attempts to 
undermine his 
authority and 
encroach on his 
responsibilities. 
   He cited an inci-
dent where a young 
expatriate was 
brought into the 
company to handle 
media relations. 
Omole said he 
opposed the pro-

posal, insisting that 
Nigerians possessed the competence 
to manage the company’s media rela-
tions responsibilities. 
   Omole said his team handled com-
pensation negotiations with commu-
nities that received fair and adequate 
compensation, although reaching 
agreements was often difficult. 

   He said that whenever the expatri-
ates became directly involved in nego-
tiations, compensation payments to 
communities increased significantly. 
He cited the Tsekelewu community in 
Delta State, where he said his team 
had maintained reasonable compen-
sation arrangements until an inci-
dent occurred during his absence. 
   According to him, the late Ken Eakin, 
then logistics manager, became 
involved in negotiations with the 
community and approved a payment 
of N6 million. 
   He said the Tsekelewu community 
stopped dealing with the Public 
Affairs team, handled by a Nigerian, 
and preferred to engage directly with 
the expatriate. 
   Omole said other communities, hav-
ing learnt of the N6 million payment, 
reportedly attempted to secure simi-
lar benefits, leading to demands for 
increased compensation. 
    He said his team firmly resisted such 
demands, describing the payment as 
excessive and far above what the com-
pany had previously paid the commu-
nity. 
   Omole said his resistance led a group 
of expatriates to persuade the manag-
ing director to remove him from his 
position as head of the Public Affairs 
Department. He was relocated to 
Abuja, where he was assigned to man-
age the company’s government rela-
tions office while also overseeing pub-
lic affairs operations in Lagos. 

By Adaku Onyenucheya  • N6m compensation triggered increased compensation, drove oil companies out  
• ‘Young people remaining in Warri are under-employed
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and public services. 
APC pledges 78,000 addi-
tional security personnel 

AGAINST this backdrop, the 
APC has promised to make 

the protection of lives and 
property a priority under Pres-
ident Tinubu’s proposed sec-
ond-term agenda, pledging 
to recruit 28,000 additional 
military personnel and 50,000 
police officers to strengthen 
the country’s security archi-
tecture. 
   The Minister of Industry, 
Trade and Investment, Dr 
Jumoke Oduwole, who is 
Deputy Director of the APC 
Presidential Campaign Coun-
cil’s Directorate of Manifesto 
and Policy Development, 
made the disclosure yester-
day in Abuja during the pre-

sentation of the party’s man-
ifesto, themed “Transiting 
from Reforms to Shared Pros-
perity”. 
   The party also promised to 
complete the establishment 
and equipping of four new 
Army divisions in Makurdi, 
Ilorin, Jalingo and Benin City, 
while sustaining intelligence-
led kinetic operations against 
insurgents and kidnapping 
networks to dismantle their 
bases. 
   To tackle criminal activities in 
forests, the APC said it would 
deploy trained Forest Guards, 
Agro-Rangers and Mining Mar-
shals to protect agricultural 
belts, farming communities, 
grazing routes, national forest 
reserves and mineral deposits. 
   Beyond security, the mani-
festo rests on four pillars: a se-

cure and resilient nation; a 
better quality and more af-
fordable life for Nigerians; en-
ergy, infrastructure and eco-
nomic growth; and effective 
and accountable governance. 
ADC dismisses Tinubu’s cam-
paign promises 

THE African Democratic 
Congress Presidential Cam-

paign Council (ADC-PCC), how-
ever, has dismissed Tinubu’s re-
election campaign messages as 
divisive, vague and uninspir-
ing, accusing the President of 
recycling unfulfilled promises 
instead of presenting a credi-
ble account of his administra-
tion’s performance. 
   In a statement by its Director 
of Media and Publicity, Kola 
Okogbodiyan, the council said 
Nigerians expected explana-
tions on the administration’s 

borrowings, the gains from 
fuel subsidy removal, worsen-
ing insecurity, widespread 
hunger and the escalating cost 
of living. 
   It argued that Tinubu’s cam-
paign outings in Kaduna, Rivers 
and Jigawa states had been 
dominated by personal attacks 
and promises that offered noth-
ing new to Nigerians. 
   The council particularly chal-
lenged the President to ac-
count for his much-publicised 
electricity pledge: “If I don’t 
give you electricity, don’t vote 
for me for a second term.” 
   According to the opposition 
campaign council, millions of 
Nigerians continue to endure 
unreliable electricity supply, 
while the President has re-
portedly invested in alternative 
power arrangements for his 

personal comfort. 
   It described his renewed elec-
tricity promises during the Ji-
gawa campaign as an attempt 
to repackage old commit-
ments as fresh electoral 
pledges. 
   The ADC-PCC also questioned 
the administration’s mecha-
nised farming agenda, asking 
what had become of the 2,000 
tractors reportedly imported 
from Brazil several months 
ago, which it alleged had yet to 
make any meaningful impact 
on agricultural productivity. 
   It further accused Tinubu of 
taking credit for projects initi-
ated by his predecessor, the 
late President Muhammadu 
Buhari, arguing that the ad-
ministration had little of its 
own to showcase after nearly 
three and a half years in office. 
   The council also alleged that 
the President had exerted un-
due influence over the Na-
tional Assembly and was seek-
ing to compromise the inde-
pendence of the Judiciary. 
   Maintaining that Nigerians 
deserved leadership anchored 
on accountability, competence 
and respect for democratic in-
stitutions, the ADC-PCC urged 
the electorate to end APC’s rule 
in 2027 and vote for the ADC. 
Duke warns of national crisis, 
backs opposition consensus 

SIMILARLY, presidential can-
didate of the Peoples Re-

demption Party (PRP), Donald 
Duke, has warned that Nigeria 
risks another civil war if the 
APC continues what he de-
scribed as its desperation to re-
tain power through the al-
leged abuse of state institu-
tions and suppression of op-
position parties. 
   Speaking yesterday at the par-
ty’s national retreat for offi-
cers and its presidential, gov-
ernorship and senatorial can-
didates in Abuja, the former 
Cross River State governor 
drew parallels between the 
country’s current political at-
mosphere and events preced-
ing the 1966 military inter-
vention and subsequent civil 
war. 
   He said the inability of oppo-
sition parties to collectively 
challenge the abuse of state 
power could push the country 
towards another national cri-
sis, recalling that the civil war 
claimed more than three mil-
lion lives. 
   Duke accused the APC ad-
ministration of deploying state 
institutions, including the 
courts, to weaken opposition 
parties, alleging that restric-
tions on campaign venues, ad-
vertising opportunities and 
political rallies had created an 
uneven playing field ahead of 
the 2027 elections. 

mitments that cannot be funded and delivered within a cred-
ible timetable, while protecting essential and ready projects,” 
he added. 
   Oye also advocated a reduction in the country’s consolidat-
ed debt-service-to-revenue ratio to 40 per cent by 2028, from the 
World Bank’s reported 49.5 per cent baseline for 2025. He said 
reducing the debt-service burden would create greater fiscal 
room for the government to address infrastructure, public ser-
vices and other development priorities. 
   “At 40 per cent, a larger share of comparable revenue would 
remain for other public purposes, though it would not all be 
freely available for capital spending,” he said. 

REITERATING its opposition to President Tinubu’s latest re-
quest to the National Assembly for the approval of more 

loans, Atiku said the proposed borrowing, scheduled for con-
sideration a few days before the May 29, 2027 presidential in-
auguration, could constrain the next administration and im-
pose repayment obligations on Nigerians without allowing 
them to scrutinise the decision.  
   In a statement by Phrank Shaibu, Director of Strategic Com-
munication, ADC Presidential Campaign Council, Atiku de-
scribed the proposed loan as an attempt to mortgage Nigeria’s 
future and urged the World Bank not to approve the facility on 
the contemplated timetable. 
   “Taking loans as if you were a drunken sailor is a road to eco-
nomic bondage, a second slavery. If this government is deter-
mined to mortgage Nigeria’s future and place our country at 
the mercy of creditors, we will not accept it,” he said. 
   He accused the Tinubu administration of attempting to com-
mit the country to fresh financial obligations in the closing days 
of its current tenure, warning that such a decision could 
complicate governance for the incoming administration. 
   Invoking a Swahili proverb, the former Vice-President warned 
that borrowing shortly before the end of a presidential tenure 
could leave a successor constrained by obligations imposed by 
creditors. “As the Swahili proverb warns, ‘If you borrow a man’s 
legs, you will go where he directs.’ A leader who borrows on his 
way out leaves his successor walking on the lender’s legs, con-
strained by obligations and choices the people did not make,” 
Atiku said. 
   He called on the World Bank to defer consideration of the pro-
posed facility, insisting that Nigerians must first be allowed to 
scrutinise its terms, risks and repayment obligations. Atiku, who 
said he could assume office on May 29, 2027, if elected, pledged 
that he would not begin his proposed administration with an-
other loan, but with a commitment to responsible leadership 
and fiscal discipline. 

$500m loan: Don’t saddle your  
successor with debt, Atiku tells Tinubu
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Hegseth defends Iran war record after Republican launches impeachment attempt 
UNITED States Defence Secretary, Pete Hegseth, has defended 

his record at his first news conference in six months after a 
Republican congressman launched an attempt to impeach him. 
 Speaking at the Pentagon, the defence secretary called the 
impeachment effortunpatriotic, sabotage and a farce,as he 
defended the United States's military operations against Iran. 
  Hegseth, who has faced criticism over his handling of the Iran 
war from both Democrats and Republicans, however got a nod 
from President Donald Trump, scoring himhigh for his perform-
ance. 
 Articles of impeachment were introduced in the House of 
Representatives on Monday by Republican Thomas Massie, 

claiming thatHegseth violated the constitution by not seeking 
approval for the war. 
However, the effort will likely fail as Republicanscurrently have 
the majority power in Congress. 
  The United States Secretary of State, Marco Rubio, told reporters 
on Monday that he thinks Hegseth has “done a great job” and 
described the impeachment proceedings as unfair. 
 His stance was backed by Republican House Speaker, Mike 
Johnson, who said impeachment would be terrible thing for 
allies andenemies to see. 
“We don't impeach cabinet secretaries for political gain or cheap 
tricks”, he said. 

 But a top Democrat, Hakeem Jeffries, expected to be the next 
United States House of Representatives Speaker, said he is "a hard 
yes" for impeaching Hegsethover alleged abuse of power, under-
mining of national security and engineering the reckless and cost-
ly war of choice in Iran. 
Meanwhile, his colleague and Democrat Senator, Chris Coons, 
highlighted Hegseth's central role in the Iran war, saying thatif the 
President doesn’t remove him, the Congress will. 
 Congressman, Thomas Massie, said the House of Representatives 
will vote on the Hegseth Impeachment Resolution yesterday, 
adding that the first vote will be on a procedural motion to kill the 
resolution. 
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Tinubu launches pension scheme, assures health cover for retirees 
tion system, insisting that 
workers who had spent 
decades serving the nation 
deserved financial security 
and access to healthcare after 
retirement. 
   He disclosed that, in accor-
dance with the Pension Re-
form Act, the Minimum 
Pension Guarantee Scheme, 
which takes effect immedi-
ately, would be administered 
by the National Pension Com-
mission (PenCom).  
   Nevertheless, he lamented 
that, although the guarantee 
was provided under Section 
71 of the Pension Reform Act, 
2004, and reinforced by Sec-
tions 82 and 84 of the 2014 
Act, successive administra-
tions had failed to imple-
ment it for over two decades. 
   He assured contributors 
that the new arrangement 

anteed minimum income in 
retirement. 
   This comes as retired police 
officers under the Contribu-
tory Pension Scheme (CPS) 
occupied the National Pen-
sion Commission (PenCom) 
headquarters in Abuja yester-
day, threatening to renew 
their demand for complete 
withdrawal from the scheme 
if the federal government 
fails to implement an agreed 
alternative pension arrange-
ment. 
The president also unveiled 
PensionCare, a pension in-
dustry-funded healthcare ini-
tiative designed to provide 
low-income retirees with ac-
cess to essential medical serv-
ices at no cost.  
   He described the twin ini-
tiatives as major milestones 
in the country's social protec-

From Terhemba Daka  
and John Akubo, Abuja 

PRESIDENT Bola Tinubu 
has launched the Mini-

mum Pension Guarantee 
Scheme, ending a 22-year de-
lay in its implementation, 
and challenged Nigerians to 
assess his administration by 
its pension reforms record 
and welfare of retired work-
ers, rather than by political 
promises. 
   Tinubu, represented by Sen-
ate President Godswill Ak-
pabio at the official launch of 
the scheme at the State 
House, Abuja, said his ad-
ministration had moved be-
yond rhetoric to establish a 
statutory safety net for Niger-
ian workers.  
   He assured subscribers to 
the Contributory Pension 
Scheme (CPS) that they 
would not fall below a guar-

NUPRC approves 595 well re-entries, 145 drilling operations in 10 months 

tions. 
   Represented by the Deputy 
Director, Basinal Adminis-
tration, NUPRC, Ahmad Ab-
dullahi, Eyesan said the 
approvals reflected im-
provements in regulatory 
turnaround time, reducing 
delays and costs associated 
with projects awaiting regu-
latory clearance.  
   However, “from the regula-
tor's perspective, to ensure 
that our energy security is 

disclosed this yesterday in a 
presentation during the 
management session of the 
Nigerian Association of Pe-
troleum Explorationists 
(NAPE) 44th Annual Inter-
national Conference and Ex-
hibition in Lagos.  
   She said the approvals, 
which reflect increased reg-
ulatory activity, came as 
Nigeria's total rig count rose 
to 100, with 46 currently en-
gaged in drilling opera-

not threatened, we must en-
sure that we approve Field 
Development Plans and new 
well-drilling applications to 
meet our production targets 
and guarantee energy avail-
ability,” she said.  
   Eyesan attributed the im-
provement in rig count to 
regulatory certainty, noting 
that investors were more 
willing to commit capital 
when they had confidence 
in the industry's policies 
and operating environ-
ment. 

IN its efforts to raise crude 
oil production and attract 

fresh investments into the 
upstream sector, the Niger-
ian Upstream Petroleum 
Regulatory Commission 
(NUPRC) said it approved 
595 well re-entries, 145 new 
well-drilling operations and 
39 Field Development Plans 
(FDPs) in the first 10 months 
of 2026.  
   NUPRC Chief Executive Of-
ficer, Oritsemeyiwa Eyesan, 

Police begin probe as gunmen kill Taraba MACBAN chairman
cies to urgently deploy all 
necessary security resources 
to investigate the incident, 
track down the perpetrators 
and ensure that those re-
sponsible for the killing are 
brought to justice.  
In a statement yesterday, the 
Police Public Relations Offi-
cer, ASP Victor Mshelizah, 
said preliminary informa-
tion indicated that the as-
sailants arrived at the 
deceased's residence on a 
motorcycle before carrying 
out the attack.  
   The statement noted that 
the Commissioner of Police, 
Edwin Ogbegagh , had di-

into Saidu’s killing. 
According to reports, the as-
sailants, who reportedly ar-
rived at the scene on a 
motorcycle, opened fire on 
Dio, leaving him with fatal 
injuries. He reportedly died 
at the scene before he could 
be rushed to a medical facil-
ity. 
   Confirming the killing, the 
Northeast Zonal Chairman 
of MACBAN, Saha'biTukura, 
described the incident as a 
rude shock to members of 
the association. Tukura said 
the association was deeply 
saddened by the killing. 
   He called on security agen-

rected a comprehensive in-
vestigation to uncover the 
circumstances surrounding 
the killing and identify those 
responsible. 
   According to the police, ef-
forts were also ongoing in 
collaboration with other se-
curity agencies to strengthen 
security in the affected area 
and prevent a possible break-
down of law and order.  
   The commissioner ap-
pealed to residents, particu-
larly family members, 
associates and supporters of 
the deceased, to remain calm 
and avoid actions that could 
trigger reprisal attacks or es-
calate tensions in the com-
munity. 

SOME unknown gunmen 
have reportedly killed the 

Chairman of Miyetti Allah 
Cattle Breeders Association 
of Nigeria (MACBAN) in 
Takum Local Council Area of 
Taraba State, Ibrahim Dio. 
   The incident, The Guardian 
learnt, occurred on Monday 
evening in front of the de-
ceased’s residence at An-
guwan Abuja, opposite Rogo 
Primary School in Takum, 
shortly after he returned 
from the Takum Cattle Mar-
ket. 
   Meanwhile, the Taraba State 
Police Command has com-
menced an investigation 

THE Federal Ministry of 
Youth Development 

(FMYD), through the Nigerian 
Youth Academy (NiYA), in 
partnership with Cascador, 
has awarded N5 million each 
in non-dilutive funding to 
eight young Nigerian entre-
preneurs to accelerate the 
growth of their businesses. 
   The beneficiaries emerged 
from the NiYA-Cascador 
Founders Programme Pitch 
Day held in Abuja, which 
marked the conclusion of a 
four-week accelerator pro-
gramme designed to equip 
young entrepreneurs with 
business management skills, 
investment readiness and ac-
cess to growth capital.  
   The programme attracted 
over 19,000 applications 
from young entrepreneurs 
across the country following 
its launch on International 
Youth Day in August.  
   Seventeen founders from 13 
states, representing Nigeria's 
six geopolitical zones, were 
subsequently selected to par-
ticipate in the programme. 

Ministry, NiYA,  
Cascador award eight 
young entrepreneurs 
N5m each 
From Ernest Nzor, Abuja 

AHEAD of the 2027 general 
elections, the Northern 

Nigeria Minorities Group 
(NNMG) has cautioned reli-
gious leaders against turning 
churches and mosques into 
platforms for partisan politi-
cal mobilisation.   
   This comes as the group also 
alleged that individuals 
within President Bola Tin-
ubu’s political circle were ex-
ploiting his name and 
proximity to power to corner 
lucrative government con-
tracts, urging him to caution 
them. 
   Addressing newsmen yes-
terday in Abuja, convener of 
NNMG, Jacob Edi Bassange, 
charged religious leaders, 
particularly pastors and 
imams, to shun partisan poli-
tics, focus on promoting 
peace and national unity, and 
concentrate on their spiritual 
responsibilities. 
   Bassange, who represents 
over 200 minority communi-
ties across Northern Nigeria 
and the Federal Capital Terri-
tory, expressed concern at the 
growing intrusion of reli-
gious institutions into parti-
san politics as the country 
approaches another election 
cycle. 
   According to him, “no reli-
gious institution has the ex-
clusive prerogative to 
determine Nigeria's political 
direction or the legitimacy of 
public appointments and 
electoral outcomes.  
   “Any suggestion that elec-
toral outcomes require reli-
gious endorsement or may 
be rejected on sectarian 
grounds is profoundly inimi-
cal to democratic stability.”  

Northern group warns 
against using churches, 
mosques for campaigns 

Lagos pledges  
commitment to  
public service welfare 

LAGOS State Head of Service 
(HoS), Mr Bode Agoro, has 

stressed that excellence in 
public service requires con-
tinuous improvement, col-
laboration and a 
commitment to meeting the 
evolving needs of the citizens. 
   Agoro, addressing newsmen 
yesterday ahead of the com-
mencement of the 2026 Pub-
lic Service Week celebration, 
appreciated the various com-
mittees responsible for plan-
ning and coordinating 
activities lined up for this 
year's celebration, saying their 
commitment and hard work 
have laid the foundation for 
what promises to be a memo-
rable and rewarding celebra-
tion. 
   Stating that the week is an 
annual occasion dedicated to 
recognising and appreciating 
the contributions of public 
servantsto good governance 
and effective service delivery, 
Agoro added that beyond the 
celebrations, it provides an 
opportunity to reflect on their 
achievements, promote pro-
fessionalism, encourage in-
novation. 

would provide a minimum 
income threshold below 
which eligible retirees would 
not be allowed to fall “be-
cause it is your right.”  
   He also called on future ad-
ministrations to sustain the 
policy, describing the guar-
antee as a binding social con-
tract between the Nigerian 
state and its workers.  
   On the healthcare compo-
nent, President Tinubu said 
PensionCare was designed to 
address one of the greatest 
challenges confronting re-
tirees, particularly the bur-
den of medical expenses in 
old age.  
   He explained that the initia-
tive would provide low-in-
come pensioners with 
essential healthcare services 
without charge, adding that 
the first cards would be dis-

From Sodiq Omolaoye, Abuja 

Plateau govt, United  
Airlines partner to boost  
investment, tourism 

THE Plateau State Govern-
ment has said its partner-

ship with United Nigeria 
Airlines (UNA) would position 
the state as a leading destina-
tion for investment, tourism, 
commerce and other eco-
nomic activities.  
   Speaking yesterday in Jos fol-
lowing the signing of a Mem-
orandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with the airline to in-
troduce scheduled flight op-
erations on two new routes 
connecting Jos with Kano and 
Owerri, the Plateau State 
Commissioner for Transport, 
JatauGyang, described the 
partnership as a strategic step 
towards improving the state's 
air connectivity and unlock-
ing its economic potential. 
   Under the agreement, flights 
on the Jos-Kano and Jos-Ow-
erri routes are expected to 
commence this month, with 
each route operating twice 
weekly. 
   Gyang thanked the UNA 
management for its confi-
dence in the state's vision, not-
ing that the selection of Kano 
and Owerri was informed by 
their geographical locations, 
commercial relevance and 
potential to enhance connec-
tivity across Nigeria's geopo-
litical zones.  

By Olusegun Koiki 

 By Gbenga Salau 

Newly promoted Assistant Inspector-General of Police, Wilfred Afolabi (left); Inspector-General of Police, Olatunji Disu; and Deputy Governor of Kogi 
State, Selifu Oyibo, during the decoration of the newly promoted senior police officers at the Force Headquarters in Abuja yesterday.  

               PHOTO: LUCY LADIDI ATEKO

By Waliat Musa  

tributed to beneficiaries in 
the coming months.  
   Tinubu said his administra-
tion had also taken decisive 
steps to settle outstanding 
pension obligations, issuing 
a N758 billion bond to clear 
long-standing arrears.  

• Troops foil Adamawa attack, rescue kidnap victims 

• Retired police officers occupy PenCom over failed agreements 

From Charles Akpeji, Jalingo  

• Rig count rises to 100, seismic investments hit $100m 



FORMER Arsenal man-
ager Arsene Wenger is 

considering standing 
against Gianni Infantino as a 

candidate in FIFA’s presiden-
tial election, reports BBC. 
  For weeks, senior figures in 

European football 
have been hop-
ing the 
Frenchman 
would run 
for the job, 
and he is 
now giving 
it serious 

dence of the potential of 
Nigerian youths to compete 
internationally. 
 Beyond financial rewards, the Senate 
urged the Nigeria Football Federation 
(NFF) to keep the players together to 
preserve their understanding and pre-
pare them for future international 
competitions. 
  Akpabio, however, warned against 
allowing the team to disintegrate, 
saying sustained development 
could help the players grow into 
a formidable senior national side. 
  The senate president also ap-
pealed to wealthy Nigerians and 
business leaders to support the 
players with additional in-
centives. 
 The lawmakers com-
mended Tinubu and 
the National Sports 
Commission, partic-
ularly its chairman, 
Malam Shehu Dikko, for their contribu-
tions to sports development. 

FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup Fall-Out

By Gowon Akpodonor

By John Akubo, Abuja

By Gowon Akpodonor

By Eniola Daniel
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THE Senate has pledged N100 million 
to Nigeria’s victorious Under-17 

women’s football team, the Flamingos, 
urging the Federal Government to match 
the gesture with additional rewards. 
  The Senate President, Godswill Ak-
pabio, announced the pledge during 
plenary, following a motion sponsored 
by Senator Abdul Ningi seeking ade-
quate recognition and compensation for 
the players. 
  “From the National Assembly, even if we 
do not have anything else to give these 
children, we will make a token of N100 
million to them immediately,” Akpabio 
declared. 
 The lawmakers said the team’s achieve-
ment deserved national recognition, 
particularly against the background of 
disappointments recorded by other na-
tional football teams. 
 Moving the motion, Ningi described the 
Flamingos’ performance as remarkable, 
noting that the players were assembled 
barely six months before the competi-

tion. 
 He said their achievement had given 
Nigerians something to celebrate, while 
bringing honour to the country and 
Africa. 
 However, he expressed disappointment 
over what he described as inadequate 
publicity and official recognition of the 
team. 
 Ningi particularly faulted the absence of 
senior government officials when the 
players arrived in Nigeria, insisting that 
their reception did not reflect the sig-
nificance of their achievement. 
 Senator Ned Nwoko, who supported the 
motion, described the players as na-
tional heroes, praising their perform-
ances against established football na-
tions, including Brazil and the United 
States. 
 He urged President Bola Tinubu to ac-
cord them national recognition and 
called on state governors to celebrate 
players from their respective states. 
 Another senator highlighted the team’s 
victory over Japan, describing it as evi-

Fortune FA wins Nathaniel Idowu U-16 Football 
League in dramatic fashion

Senate pledges N100m for Flamingos, 
challenges FG to match reward

TheGuardianSports

Okumagba solicits support as Super Eagles 
begin training for Tanzania double-header

U-23 boys depart for Congo 
as Chelle tweaks squad

THE home-based members of the na-
tional U-23 boys’ team and their 

coaches were expected to depart for DR 
Congo, yesterday, ahead of their Los An-
geles 2028 Olympic Games’ men’s foot-
ball qualifier against the Congolese on 
Friday. 
  The Europe-based stars are expected to 
join the team today to finalise prepara-
tion for the game scheduled for Lubum-
bashi, DR Congo. 
 Nigeria will face DR Congo in the first leg 
at the Stade TP Mazembe on November 
13, with the return fixture scheduled 
for November 17 at the Remo Stars Sta-
dium in Ikenne-Remo. 
 The Nigerian team was camped in 
Ikenne for over a week’s preparation for 
the qualifier. 
 With a place in the U23 AFCON at stake, 
the Olympic Eagles will be hoping to se-
cure a positive result away from home 
before returning to familiar surround-
ings for the decisive second leg. 

By Christian Okpara

THE Chairman of the Uni-
fied Nigeria Football Sup-

porters Club, Vincent Oku-
magba, has called on Nigeri-
ans to rally round the Super 
Eagles ahead of the double 
header against Tanzania. 
  The Super Eagles com-
menced their preparations 
for their upcoming 2027 Africa 
Cup of Nations qualifying 
double-header against Tan-
zania with their first training 
session yesterday afternoon, 
in Uyo. The team’s camp offi-
cially opened on Sunday, No-

vember 8, 2026, as Nigeria pre-
pares for the crucial Matchday 
Three encounter against the 
Taifa Stars. 
  Okumagba told The Guardian 
yesterday that the Super Eagles 
need moral support from 
Nigerians to scale the hurdles, 
adding that anything short 
of victory in the two matches 
might not be good enough. 
  “Apart from targeting an out-
right win in Uyo, we need to go 
and secure victory away, and 
all these can only be possible 
with the support of Nigeri-
ans,” Okumagba said. 

Solution

www.guardian.ng

Los Angeles 2028 Olympic Games

2027 Africa Cup of Nations Qualifier

‘I didn’t forsee Olympic gold medal,’ Ugoh confesses

FIFA Presidency: Wenger stand against Infantino

• Akpabio promises immediate payment as lawmakers demand national recognition for victorious U-17 girls

NEWLY-CROWNED Youth Olympic 
Games’ 400m champion, Tejiri 

Praise Ugoh, has confessed that she nev-
er expected to win a gold medal at the 
Dakar 2026 Games. 
 Ugoh, who delivered Nigeria’s third 
gold medal at the Games, the first 
400m gold for the country in history 

FORTUNE FA at the week-
end emerged champions 

of the 2026 Nathaniel Idowu 
U-16 Football League after de-
feating Ajegunle United SC 4–
3 on penalties in a thrilling Su-
per Four final. 
  The Saturday’s games at the 
New Maracana Sports Com-
plex, Tolu, Ajegunle, had all 
the ingredients of a great 
game -  fantastic dribbles, 
hard tackles and goals. 
 The grand finale brought 
the curtain down on an ex-

citing season of youth foot-
ball, featuring the four best-
performing teams from the 
nine-week regular league 
campaign: Ajegunle United 
SC, Fortune FA, Young Eleven 
FA and SC Heritage. 
 The Super Four provided an 
exciting platform for the 
young footballers to show-
case their talents, competitive 
spirit and determination, 
with all four teams delivering 
entertaining performances 
in their quest for the ulti-
mate prize. 

of the nation’s participation, was full of 
joy as she crossed the finish line on Mon-
day. 
  Ugoh just started running the 400m this 
season, and her first official outing in the 
event was a 4x400m relay a few months 
ago.   The Dakar 2026 Youth Olympics was 
her first individual competition in the 
400m flat. 

thought. 
 Wenger is 77, leading to questions 
over whether he could provide 
long-term leadership for the sport. 
But some of his supporters have 
told the BBC Sport that they would 
be happy for him to win the elec-
tion, then stand down before serv-
ing a full four-year term. 
  Infantino’s position was plunged 
into crisis by a backlash caused by 
his failed plan to sell commercial 
stakes in the World Cup to private 
investors. 
  But he retains support in South 
America, Africa and Asia, and re-

cently insisted he has the backing 
of the “vast, vast majority” of world 
football. 
 However, that support could be 
tested if Wenger stands. 
 The FIFA’s head of global develop-
ment would have the backing of 
UEFA, which has spearheaded op-
position to Infantino, and he has 
credibility throughout the foot-
balling world. 
  Sources close to Wenger say he is 
yet to decide whether to stand, and 
they still believe Infantino is 
favourite to win a fourth and final 
term in next year’s election. 

Wenger

Fortune FA celebrating their success at the 2026 Nathaniel Idowu U-16 Football League on Saturday.

Flamingos battling with Japan during the FIFA 
U-17 Women’s World Cup final in Morocco on 
Saturday. Nigeria won 2-1 to become Africa’s 
first champion of the competition. PHOTO: FIFA
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“

“A mature democracy encourages citizens 
to evaluate leaders based on competence, 

integrity, vision, character, performance 
records, and their capacity to address 
national challenges. Elections should 

focus on policies rather than personalities 
and on measurable outcomes rather than 

campaign slogans.
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comes. Infrastructure development, fiscal reforms, 
agricultural modernisation, industrial expansion, 
educational transformation, and technological 
advancement require time, patience, and continuity. 
  Nigeria is currently undergoing significant econom-
ic adjustments aimed at positioning the nation for 
long-term growth. Such reforms have imposed gen-
uine challenges on citizens. Rising living costs and 
economic pressures remain serious concerns. 
Nevertheless, responsible voters must ask an impor-
tant question: should ongoing reforms be aban-
doned before they have sufficient time to deliver their 
intended results, or should they be strengthened, 
monitored, and refined? 
  A farmer who plants a crop does not uproot it mid-
way through the growing season simply because the 
harvest has not yet arrived. Likewise, democratic soci-
eties often achieve better outcomes when they allow 
sound policies to mature under proper oversight. 
The stakes are exceptionally high 
The stakes in 2027 are exceptionally high because the 
election will significantly influence Nigeria’s econom-
ic competitiveness, national security, technological 
advancement, educational development, and social 
cohesion. 
Nigeria possesses one of the youngest populations in 
the world. Millions of young Nigerians are entering 
the labour market seeking meaningful employment, 
entrepreneurial opportunities, digital skills, and qual-
ity education. Their future prosperity depends largely 
upon the quality and stability of governance. 
  The global economy is increasingly driven by innova-
tion, artificial intelligence, cybersecurity, digital trans-
formation, and knowledge-based industries. Nations 
capable of creating stable environments for invest-
ment and innovation are more likely to attract capital, 
develop industries, and create jobs. Nations charac-
terised by policy inconsistency and political uncer-
tainty often struggle to maintain investor confidence. 
  Investors, development partners, multinational cor-
porations, and international financial institutions 
watch electoral cycles closely. They assess not only the 
identity of elected leaders but also the stability of insti-
tutions and the predictability of policies. A democrat-
ic culture that promotes continuity where appropri-
ate encourages confidence, attracts investment, and 
supports economic growth. 
  The decisions made in 2027 will therefore affect not 
only electoral outcomes but also economic opportu-

nities, technological advancement, international part-
nerships, and living standards for future generations. 
Good governance remains the ultimate objective 
At its core, democracy is not simply about electing lead-
ers. It is about achieving good governance. 
Good governance is measured by accountability, trans-
parency, the rule of law, prudent management of pub-
lic resources, respect for human rights, effective public 
service delivery, and tangible improvements in the 
lives of citizens. It is not enough for leaders to make 
promises. They must demonstrate progress through 
measurable results. 
  Citizens should therefore demand clear answers 
regarding national priorities. They should evaluate 
how leaders intend to improve power generation, 
strengthen infrastructure, address insecurity, mod-
ernise agriculture, support businesses, improve 
healthcare services, reform education, and accelerate 
technological innovation. 
  At the same time, governance should be assessed 
holistically. No administration inherits a perfect 
nation. Progress should therefore be measured not 
only by remaining challenges but also by the direction 
of movement and the foundations being laid for 
future success. 
  Where progress exists, it should be strengthened. 
Where weaknesses exist, they should be corrected. 
Where reforms require improvement, citizens should 
advocate constructively for better implementation 
rather than wholesale abandonment. 
The role of young Nigerians in democratic renewal 
The future of Nigeria rests significantly in the hands of 

its young population. Youth participation must 
extend beyond social media conversations and cam-
paign rallies. It should include voter registration, elec-
toral participation, policy engagement, civic educa-
tion, community development, and electoral moni-
toring. 
  Young Nigerians possess enormous creative energy, 
entrepreneurial potential, technological competence, 
and innovative capacity. These strengths can become 
powerful instruments of national development when 
directed towards constructive democratic engage-
ment. 
  Democracy flourishes when young people view poli-
tics not as a distant activity reserved for politicians but 
as a shared responsibility that influences every aspect 
of national life, from education and employment to 
infrastructure and economic opportunity. 
  The 2027 elections provide a unique opportunity for a 
new generation of Nigerians to demonstrate that 
democracy is not merely inherited but actively sus-
tained through participation and responsibility. 
Beyond election day: Sustaining democratic 
accountability 
Strengthening democracy does not end at the ballot 
box. In reality, democratic engagement begins where 
voting ends. 
  Citizens must continue to monitor public officials, 
evaluate policy implementation, participate in com-
munity engagement, and utilise lawful democratic 
mechanisms to demand accountability. Faith-based 
organisations, professional associations, traditional 
institutions, youth groups, civil society organisations, 
and the media each have important roles in sustain-
ing democratic culture. 
  A healthy democracy requires continuous interac-
tion between government and citizens. Leaders must 
remain accountable, but citizens must also remain 
informed, vigilant, and committed to the national 
interest. 
Conclusion: A call for stability, continuity, and 
national renewal 
Nigeria’s democratic journey has experienced both tri-
umphs and setbacks. Yet the nation continues to pos-
sess immense promise. The 2027 general elections 
offer an opportunity not only to choose leaders but 
also to deepen democratic culture and renew the 
social contract between government and citizens. 
  At this crucial stage of national development, conti-
nuity deserves serious consideration because stability, 
policy consistency, and institutional maturity are 
often indispensable ingredients for sustainable 
progress. Continuity is not about blind loyalty. It is 
about giving worthwhile reforms the opportunity to 
mature while maintaining democratic accountability 
and demanding improved performance. 
  As 2027 approaches, Nigerians must rise above divi-
sive politics and narrow interests. They must embrace 
a higher national vision rooted in unity, competence, 
accountability, justice, and sustainable development. 
The future will belong neither to those who complain 
without participating nor to those who seek power 
without responsibility. It will belong to citizens who 
understand the stakes, engage responsibly in the 
democratic process, and insist upon good gover-
nance. 
  History repeatedly shows that nations advance when 
citizens recognise defining moments and act wisely. 
The 2027 general elections represent one such defin-
ing moment for Nigeria. The challenge before 
Nigerians is clear: strengthen democracy, protect sta-
bility, support continuity where it serves the national 
interest, demand accountability, and give a stronger 
voice to good governance.  
  The future of the nation may well depend upon it. 
Ademola is first African Professor of Cybersecurity and 
Information Technology Management, Global 
Education Advocate, Chartered Manager. 
 

2027: A defining moment for Nigeria’s democracy, governance
AS Nigeria steadily approaches the 2027 general 

elections, the nation once again stands at a his-
toric crossroads. Elections are far more than periodic 
exercises in voting. They are defining moments when 
citizens collectively determine the direction of their 
country, strengthen democratic institutions, and 
decide whether progress should be consolidated or 
disrupted. For Nigeria, the coming election is not 
merely about choosing leaders. It is about shaping the 
future of governance, economic reform, security, 
national development, and democratic stability. 
  Nearly three decades after the restoration of demo-
cratic rule in 1999, Nigeria has demonstrated remark-
able resilience. Despite numerous social, political, and 
economic challenges, the country has maintained 
constitutional governance and witnessed peaceful 
transfers of power. This achievement remains signifi-
cant in a continental and global environment where 
democratic reversals, political instability, and institu-
tional breakdowns continue to occur. 
  The significance of 2027 therefore extends beyond 
political competition. It provides Nigerians with an 
opportunity to strengthen democratic culture by 
making informed decisions that place national inter-
est above sentiment and long-term development 
above short-term political calculations. At this stage of 
Nigeria’s democratic journey, continuity in gover-
nance deserves serious and objective consideration 
because sustainable development often requires pol-
icy consistency, institutional stability, and sufficient 
time for reforms to mature and produce measurable 
outcomes. 
Democracy thrives on informed participation 
One of the greatest strengths of any democracy is an 
informed electorate. The quality of leadership that 
emerges from any political system is often a reflection 
of the quality of choices made by its citizens. 
Consequently, Nigerians must rise above the tempta-
tion to vote solely on the basis of ethnicity, religion, 
region, personality, or political emotions. 
  A mature democracy encourages citizens to evaluate 
leaders based on competence, integrity, vision, charac-
ter, performance records, and their capacity to 
address national challenges. Elections should focus 
on policies rather than personalities and on measur-
able outcomes rather than campaign slogans. 
  The digital age has made information readily avail-
able to citizens. Nigerians now possess unprecedent-
ed opportunities to verify claims, compare mani-
festoes, assess government performance, analyse eco-
nomic indicators, and participate in informed public 
discourse. However, access to information also comes 
with the responsibility of distinguishing facts from 
misinformation and evidence-based analysis from 
emotional speculation. 
  Democracy flourishes when citizens move beyond 
being spectators and become active participants in 
national development. Voting must therefore be seen 
as both a civic responsibility and a strategic national 
investment. 
Why continuity matters at this stage of Nigeria’s 
development 
The argument for continuity should not be misunder-
stood as an argument against accountability. Rather, it 
is an argument for stability, consolidation, and the 
completion of reforms already underway. 
  History demonstrates that many successful nations 
achieved transformation not because they constantly 
changed direction but because they remained com-
mitted to long-term strategic objectives. Countries 
such as India, Indonesia, Singapore, Rwanda, and 
South Korea experienced periods of sustained policy 
consistency that allowed reforms to mature and gen-
erate tangible results. 
  Economic reforms rarely produce immediate bene-
fits. In many cases, governments first undertake diffi-
cult decisions that address structural weaknesses 
before citizens begin to experience positive out-
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