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• 2025  -  Nigeria 
Super Eagles World Cup 
hopes were dashed as Nige-
ria crashed out of conten-
tion for a spot after a dram- 
atic penalty shootout loss to 
DR Congo in Rabat, Moro-
cco in the African playoffs. 

• 2022  -  USA 
Artemis Program: NASA 
launched Artemis 1 on the 
first flight of the Space 
Launch System, the start of 
the program's future mis-
sions to the moon. 

• 2018  -  UK 
After several resignations 
in the British cabinet over 
Brexit, Stephen Barclay was 
appointed Brexit Secretary 
and ex-Home Secretary 
Amber Rudd became Work 
and Pensions Secretary. 

• 2013  -  India 
Sachin Tendulkar, one of 
the most famous cricketers 
in the world, retired from 
playing cricket after his last 
test match (India v. West In-
dies). 

• 2005  -  Australia 
Following a 31-year wait, 
Australia defeated Uruguay 
in a penalty shootout to 
qualify for the 2006 FIFA 
World Cup. 

• 2002  -  China 
The first cases of the 2002–
2004 SARS outbreak were 
traced to Foshan, Guang-
dong Province, China. 

• 1996  -  USA 
Mother Teresa received 
honorary U.S. citizenship. 

• 1990  -  Germany 
Pop group Milli Vanilli 
were stripped of their 
Grammy Award because 
the duo didn’t sing at all on 
the Girl You Know It's True 
album. Session musicians 
had provided all the vocals. 

• 1988  -  Pakistan 
In the first open election in 
more than a decade, voters 
in Pakistan elected pop-
ulist candidate Benazir 
Bhutto to be Prime Minis-
ter of Pakistan. 

• 1945  -  Worldwide 
The United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization 
(UNESCO) was founded. It 
is a specialized agency of 
the United Nations (UN) 
with the aim of promot-
ing world peace and secu-
rity through international 
cooperation in education, 
arts, sciences and culture. 
• 1904  -  Nigeria 
Nnamdi Azikiwe, the first 
President of Nigeria was 
born. He died in 1996. Com-
monly referred to as Zik of 
Africa, he served as the first 
native governor-general of 
Nigeria from 1960 to 1963 
and president during the 
First Republic (1963–1966). 
He was one of the driving 
forces behind the country's 
independence in 1960. 

• 1855  -  UK 
David Livingstone became 
the first European to see 
the Victoria Falls in what is 
now Zambia-Zimbabwe. 

TODAY IN HISTORYRANDOM FACTS

No matter how old an indi-
vidual may be, no matter if 

he is young or old, if he 
thinks in accordance with 
the times he is immortal. 

 
Blessed are the common 
people. God loves them; 

that is why he made  
millions of them. 

NNAMDI  
AZIKIWE 

 
If Destiny throws a stone  
at you, don't let it become  
a millstone. Make it into  

a milestone. 
SACHIN  

TENDULKAR 

‘‘
TODAY’S QUOTE

SPOTLIGHT

”
Tope Templer Olaiya,  
News Editor
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OUR GIRLS 
STILL 

MISSING

• Ethiopia has 
launched construction 
of 100,000 houses in 
21 sites as part of a na-
tional project to pro-
vide 1.5 million 
homes for citizens. 
• Egypt is the only 
African country sited 
in two continents. The 
country's Sinai Penin-
sula is located in Asia. 

Panorama

Senate to send State Police Bill to Tinubu this week for assent
assent," he said. 
   Bamidele spoke at the week-
end while receiving "The Sun 
Senator of the Year" award 
from the founder of The Sun 
Publishing Limited and 
Chairman of the South East 
Development Commission, 
Senator Orji Uzor Kalu. He 
said the long-debated idea 
has moved "from rhetoric to 
reality."  
   Four more State Houses of 
Assembly are expected to 
submit their reports on or be-
fore November 17, when the 

National Assembly recon-
venes, and he called this 
week "decisive and defining." 
   But he left no room for 
delay. "Whether the remain-
ing states turn in their re-
ports or not, we must move 
forward and fulfil the aspira-
tion of our people," he said. 
   The bill proposes a Federal 
Police Service and State Po-
lice Services. Bamidele 
moved to calm the fears of 
critics, insisting it is not de-
signed to create ethnic or 
state armies. 

THE Leader of the Senate, 
Opeyemi Bamidele, said 

the National Assembly will 
transmit the State Police 
(Constitution Alteration) Bill, 
2026 to President Bola Tin-
ubu for assent this week. 
   32 state Houses of Assembly 
have approved it, which 
means the threshold under 
Section 9(2) of the 1999 Con-
stitution (as amended) has 
been crossed. "We are now 
under obligation to transmit 
the bill to the President for 

NGE condemns prosecution of FIJ journalist, demands release
THE Nigerian Guild of Edi-

tors (NGE) has con-
demned the arrest, 
detention, arraignment and 
remand of a journalist with 
the Foundation for Inves-
tigative Journalism (FIJ), 
Daniel Ojukwu, at the Kuje 
Correctional Centre in 
Abuja, demanding his im-
mediate release. 
   The Guild, in a statement 
signed by its President, Eze 
Anaba, and General Secre-
tary, Onuoha Ukeh, said it 
was alarmed that a journal-
ist investigating and report-
ing matters of public 
interest was being subjected 

to criminal prosecution and 
incarceration over reports 
concerning the expenditure 
of public funds. 
   Ojukwu reportedly investi-
gated the alleged payment of 
more than N147 million, ap-
proximately $109,000, to an 
Abuja-based restaurant for 

the construction of class-
rooms and a skills acquisi-
tion centre at a primary 
school in Lagos. 
   According to the NGE, the 
investigation raised ques-
tions about the existence of 
the projects, as well as the 
capacity and track record 

of the company involved in 
the contract. 
   “These are legitimate issues 
of public accountability that 
deserve transparent an-
swers, not the criminalisa-
tion of the journalist who 
brought them to public at-
tention,” the Guild said.

Word Public Relations 
Forum begins in Abuja

ALL is set for the 13th 
Word Public Relations 

Forum (WPRF) in Abuja. The 
landmark event is organ-
ised by the Global Alliance 
for Public Relations and 
Communication Manage-
ment and hosted by the 
Nigerian Institute of Public 
Relations (NIPR). 
   Themed 'Responsible com-
munication: The voice of 
the world,' Zambian Presi-
dent Hakainde Hichilema is 
expected to deliver the 
keynote address. 
   NIPR President, Ike Neli-
aku, disclosed that WPRF 
2026 would explore the role 
of communication in ad-
vancing trust, ethical lead-
ership, social cohesion, and 
sustainable development.  
   To him, at a time when 
misinformation, fragmen-
tation, and global uncer-
tainty pose new challenges, 
the forum will provide a 
platform for dialogue on 
how public relations can 
foster integrity, inclusion, 
and shared progress. 

Pro-Chancellor, University of Ibadan (UI), Adebisi Akande (left); Vice Chancellor, Prof. Peter Olapegba; Deputy Vice 
Chancellor, Administration, Prof. Adedeji Omole and Deputy Vice Chancellor, Academics, Prof. Juwon Arotiba during 
UI’s 78th anniversary thanksgiving service at the Chapel of Resurrection, yesterday.

From Muhammad Maitela (Damaturu)

CROSS WORD PUZZLE
• ACROSS 
 
1. Surface of the earth, (6). 
4. Write briefly, (3). 
7. Use again, (5). 
8. Heated compartment, (4). 
9. Expected to arrive, (3). 
11. Bloodthirsty, (4). 
15. Afro Beat late singer, (4). 
16. Utter something, (3). 
18. Lagos State's radical late 
lawyer, (4). 
19. Make somebody laugh, (5). 
20. Left after all deductions, (3). 
21. LGA in Imo state, (6). 
 
© Olulana Olukayode 

• DOWN 
 
1. Building used to house cars, 
(6). 
2. Town in Cross River state, 
(6). 
3. Require, (4). 
5. Convert hide into leather, 
(3). 
6. Enemy, (3). 
10. United Nations, abbr., (2). 
12. Decline, (6). 
13. Town in Delta state, (6). 
14. Barium's symbol, (2). 
16. Breaking of a moral law, (3). 
17. Jerk suddenly, (4). 
18. General, abbr., (3). 

Check page 47 for solution to the puzzle

@TopeTempler

Atiku urges Nigerians to defend democracy, protect their votes 
day during the launch of the 
ADC's Presidential campaign 
in Yobe State, held in Po-
tiskum, where he urged sup-
porters to come out in large 
numbers, cast their votes and 
remain vigilant throughout 
the elections. 
   "None of these promises can 
be achieved unless you come 
out in large numbers to vote 
for the ADC. Ensure that you 

cast your votes and protect 
them. If anyone attempts to 
manipulate your votes, chal-
lenge such action," he said. 
   The former vice-president 
also reiterated his promise 
to restore petrol and electric-
ity subsidies if elected presi-
dent in 2027, assuring 
Nigerians that his adminis-
tration would not impose 
additional taxes on them. 

THE presidential candi-
date of the African Dem-

ocratic Congress (ADC), 
Atiku Abubakar, has urged 
Nigerians to defend their 
votes against manipulation 
in the 2027 general elec-
tions, stressing the need to 
protect democracy and the 
people's mandate. 
   Atiku made the call yester-

By Oludare Richards 

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS
• The right to quality 
and safe goods: Do 
you know that under 
Sec. 122 of the Federal 
Competition and 
Consumer Protection 
Act (FCCPA), goods 
must be suitable  
for their intended 
purpose, of good 
quality, free of defects, 
and durable for a rea-
sonable period. There 
is an implied war-
ranty covering these 
standards. 

By Sunday Aikulola

From John Akubo (Abuja)
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From Azimazi Momoh Jimoh, Abuja 

Urges Tinubu to quit race, 
ensure credible polls

Why I’m vying 
for president, by 
Makinde

GOVERNOR Seyi Makinde of 
Oyo State has said he is con-

testing the 2027 presidential 
election to win, reset Nigeria 
and lead the country into a new 
era of opportunity, security and 
shared prosperity. 
  Similarly, the Makinde-Daura 
Presidential Campaign Organi-
sation (MDPCO) urged Presi-
dent Bola Tinubu to withdraw 
from the race and guarantee 
credible elections, warning that 
growing public resentment 
against his administration could 
plunge the country into crisis. 
   In a statement issued by his 
campaign office yesterday, 
Makinde reaffirmed his com-
mitment to a single four-year 
term, saying this would allow 
Southern Nigeria to complete its 
eight-year turn in the presi-
dency by 2031. 
  “Governor Makinde is seeking 
the mandate of Nigerians with 
a clear sense of purpose and a 
firm commitment to account-
able leadership. His ‘Reset Agen-
da’ is very clear on this. His cam-
paign is already taking that mes-
sage to citizens in every part of 
the country. 
  “His commitment to a single 
four-year term is rooted in his be-
lief that national unity rests on 
fairness, mutual respect and fi-
delity to the understandings 
that hold our federation to-
gether. Southern Nigeria should 
complete its remaining four 
years in the presidency, bringing 
its turn to eight years by 2031,” 
the statement reads. 

MDPCO, which is backing 
the Allied Peoples Move-

ment (APM) presidential can-
didate, Makinde, said the Presi-
dent should demonstrate states-
manship by respecting the 
growing clamour for a change 
of leadership across the country. 

From Kingsley Jeremiah, Abuja 

• NUPRC pockets  
   N342.81b collection cost,  
   gas flare penalty rises to  
   N611b 
• 35 companies fail gas  
   monetisation as NNPCL,  
   Seplat lead 2025 flare  
   volumes 

Oil revenue hits 
N27.4tr, 60% of 
firms default on 
gas flaring targets

NIGERIA’S  oil and gas in-
dustry generated N27.41 

trillion in revenue between 
2023 and 2025, even as gas 
flaring worsened and nearly 
60 per cent of companies di-
rected to submit plans for 
eliminating or monetising 
routine flaring failed to comply 
with regulatory requirements. 
  The figures are contained in 
the 2025 Annual Report of the 
Nigerian Upstream Petroleum 
Regulatory Commission 
(NUPRC) released on Saturday, 
which indicates the growing 
disconnect between the in-
dustry’s financial performance 
and its environmental obliga-
tions. 
  According to the report, the 
commission generated N4.43 
trillion in 2023, with revenue 
rising sharply to N12.56 tril-
lion in 2024 before declining to 
N10.42 trillion in 2025. 
  Despite the N27.41 trillion cu-
mulative revenue recorded 
over the three years, the 2025 
performance fell short of the 
N16.53 trillion budget by 36.97 
per cent, showing the declin-
ing rate of fossil fuel revenue, 
on which Nigeria regularly 
based its national budget as-
sumptions. 
   A significant portion of the 
commission’s 2025 revenue 
came from oil and gas royal-
ties, Project Gazelle and NNPC 
receivables, which collectively 
contributed N8.97 trillion, rep-
resenting 86.08 per cent of 
the total. 
  However, the growing finan-
cial returns from the sector 
coincided with worsening gas-
flaring figures, raising ques-
tions about the effectiveness of 
regulatory measures aimed at 
reducing emissions and im-
proving the utilisation of Nige-
ria’s natural gas resources. 

Kwankwaso pushes 51% mandate as Jonathan seeks stronger democracy  

NIGERIA Democratic 
Congress (NDC) vice pres-

idential candidate, Dr Rabiu 
Kwankwaso, has renewed his 
call for electoral reforms that re-
quire a presidential candidate 
to secure a minimum of 51 per 
cent of the total votes cast be-
fore being declared the winner. 
   Ahead of the 2026 Indepen-
dence centenary, former Pres-
ident Goodluck Jonathan has 
called for comprehensive re-
form of Nigeria’s democratic 
system, political recruitment 
process and education sector, 
warning that the country risks 
disappointing its founding na-
tionalists if it fails to translate 
political independence into 
meaningful development. 
  Still on the Independence era, 
Bode George called on Presi-
dent Bola Tinubu and the Fed-
eral Government to return 
Macaulay’s residence – which 
the British colonial authori-
ties demolished after he died in 
1946 and built the General Post 
Office on the site – to his de-
scendants to enable them to es-
tablish a permanent memori-
al in his honour. 
  Kwankwaso’s agitation comes 
against Section 134 (2)(a) of the 
1999 Constitution, which im-

plies that a candidate is deemed 
elected as President after se-
curing the highest number of 
votes cast at the election, 
among other conditions. 
  He believes it is imperative for 
a presidential candidate to se-
cure at least 51 per cent of votes 
cast to strengthen the legiti-
macy of electoral mandates. 
   Specifically citing the 2023 
presidential election, in which 
Tinubu was declared the win-
ner with about 34 per cent of 
the total votes cast, the 
Kwankwasiyya Movement lead-
er said that this shouldn’t be 
tenable.  
  He observed that the figure rep-
resented about nine per cent of 
the country’s 93 million regis-
tered voters, arguing that con-
stitutional reforms should con-
sider requiring presidential 
candidates to secure at least 51 
per cent of votes cast to 
strengthen the electoral sys-
tem. 
  Kwankwaso, who spoke during 
the 5th Convocation of Skyline 
University, Kano, at the week-
end, described the NDC presi-
dential candidate, Peter Obi, 
as an incorruptible leader who 
can best lead Nigeria to the 
Promised Land, if voted to pow-

er in 2027. 
  Besides, Kwankwaso expressed 
confidence that the newly reg-
istered NDC would emerge as 
a formidable political force 
ahead of the 2027 general elec-
tions. 
   The former Kano governor, 
however, accused some politi-
cal office holders of using their 
positions to frustrate opposi-
tion parties, alleging that po-
litical desperation had made it 
increasingly difficult for op-
position candidates to cam-
paign freely in several states. He 
cited the attacks on opposi-
tion campaign activities in Be-
nue, Cross River and Lagos 
states. 
  Kwankwaso also raised con-
cerns over the role of the In-
dependent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) and the 
judiciary in ensuring credible 
elections, with particular ref-
erence to a dispute involving 
the NDC and its candidate in 
Kano. 

JONATHAN made the call for 
democratic reforms while 

chairing the Herbert Macaulay 
Memorial Colloquium in Lagos 
at the weekend, organised by 
the Macaulay Heritage Foun-
dation to commemorate the 

162nd anniversary of the birth 
of the nationalist pioneer. 
  He said Nigeria must move be-
yond celebrating its Indepen-
dence heroes to building a 
country that reflects the ideals 
and aspirations for which they 
struggled. 
  Describing the late Macaulay as 
a man of remarkable intellect, 
courage and conviction, 
Jonathan noted that the na-
tionalist was an engineer, sur-
veyor, journalist, political ac-
tivist and public intellectual 
who challenged colonial in-
justice and demanded greater 
political participation and self-
determination for Nigerians. 

NDC accuses Tinubu of starving national budget to fund campaign 
From Adamu Abuh and John Akubo, 
Abuja • Presidency risks civil unrest over debt burden, APC chieftain warns 

• Despite N166.79tr debt, Oye says reforms yet to make impactNIGERIA Democratic 
Congress (NDC) chal-

lenged the President Bola Tin-
ubu administration to explain 
an alleged gap between fund-
ing for public services and 
spending on electioneering. 
It also accused Tinubu of 
splashing cash on propaganda 
while hospitals, barracks and 
roads go unfunded. 

   This elicited a warning from 
a chieftain of the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC), Salihu 
Nataro, that Nigeria could face 
civil unrest if President Tin-
ubu fails to address the coun-
try’s mounting debt burden 
and worsening economic 
hardship. 
  Also, Chairman of the Alliance 
for Economic Research and 
Ethics (AERE), Dele Oye, has 
raised concerns over Nigeria’s 
rising debt profile and wors-
ening poverty levels, saying 
the economic reforms intro-
duced by Tinubu have yet to 
translate into improved liv-

ing conditions for more than 
140 million Nigerians. 
NDC said APC’s “enormous 
expenditure” on political ad-
vertising and largesse may 
explain why the 2024 and 
2025 budgets were not ade-
quately funded, and why the 
2026 budget has “gone into 
voicemail.”  
   National Campaign 
Spokesperson of NDC, Dr Chio-
go Ikokwu, said the evidence 
was all around. 
  “Nigerians are being hit with 
a barrage of advertisements 
and a flood of gifts, including 
vehicles, laptops, sewing ma-

chines and food items, hand-
ed out by groups and individ-
uals claiming to stand on the 
President’s mandate. We can-
not help but draw an unset-
tling conclusion about the ad-
ministration’s spending pri-
orities”, she said.  
  Despite what she called the 
“palpable insecurity con-
fronting the nation”, only 
about seven per cent of the De-
fence Capital Budget was re-
portedly released in 2025. Even 
more troubling, she said, the 
Minister of Health reported 
that just N36 million of the 
N218 billion allocated to Health 

Chairman, Andaz Limited, Zvezdan Randelovic (left); General Manager, Sinotruck International, Song Yang; Group Vice President, Oil & Gas and Fertiliser, Dan-
gote Industries Limited, Devakumar Edwin; representative of the Lagos State Commissioner for Transportation, Olasunkanmi Ojoowuro; President, Sinotruck 
Group, Liu Wei; Managing Director, Sinotruck West Africa Limited, Hikmat Thapa and Deputy General Manager, Sinotruck West Africa, Liu Bin, during the inau-
guration of Dangote Sinotruk Andaz, the joint venture for the first EV truck in Lagos, yesterday.                      PHOTO: AYODELE ADENIRAN.

Macaulay’s family asks Tinubu to return ex-nationalist’s residence siteFrom Kehinde Olatunji (Lagos) and 
Murtala Adewale (Kano)
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Capital expenditure was re-
leased in the same year. 

NATARO, a former APC gov-
ernorship candidate in 

Kebbi State, said the declin-
ing purchasing power of Nige-
rians, coupled with rising debt-
servicing obligations, could 
trigger widespread discontent 
with far-reaching conse-
quences for the country. 
  He urged Tinubu to halt fur-
ther foreign borrowing and 
explore alternative sources of 
funding by harnessing local re-
sources and available revenues 
to stimulate economic growth. 
  The APC chieftain said Nige-
rians elected Tinubu with the 
expectation that he would de-
ploy his influence and inter-

national business connections 
to rescue the country from 
the burden of accumulated 
loans. 
   But he expressed concern 
that the administration con-
tinued to contract loans with-
out sufficiently exploring al-
ternatives to improve pro-
ductivity, create jobs and 
strengthen the economy.



constituted 
councils could expose such decisions to legal 
challenges. 
  The AMLSCN President noted that if a 
health professional is accused of 
negligence, malpractice or other 
professional misconduct, regulatory laws 
generally provide mechanisms for 
investigation and disciplinary proceedings. 
  Ifeanyi argued that the absence of properly 
constituted councils raises questions about 
who has the authority to initiate and 
conclude such processes. 
He said: “If there is a case of negligence or 
malpractice and somebody is maimed or 
killed, who will constitute the panel that 
will look into such acts of misconduct?” 
  On the appointment of chairpersons of 
some of the agencies without board or 
council members, Ifeanyi said, “This is 
contrary to the law; the chairpersons of the 
governing boards and councils are 
appointed with the complementary 
members and inaugurated by relevant 
ministries at the behest of the President. 
Since the pronouncement of eight 
professional regulatory bodies in the health 
sector, they have remained comatose 
because the board cannot function with 
only the chairman; it is against the law.  
  Also speaking with The Guardian, a former 
president of the Pharmaceutical Society of 
Nigeria (PSN), Olumide Akintayo made a 
similar argument, using the Pharmacy 
Council as an example. 
  According to him, the council’s 
responsibilities broadly cover professional 
practice, training and disciplinary conduct. 
He argued that without a properly 
constituted council, disciplinary processes 
could be compromised, leaving 
practitioners who violate professional rules 
without effective consequence 
management. 
  Akintayo noted that this could have wider 
implications in a sector already struggling 
with concerns over counterfeit and 
substandard medicines, unethical practices 
and weak enforcement. 
  Akintayo stated that universities, colleges 
and schools offering regulated health 
programmes require accreditation and 
regulatory oversight to ensure that their 
curriculum, staffing, infrastructure and 
other requirements meet established 
standards. 
  He observed that if the statutory bodies 
responsible for granting or renewing such 
approvals are not functioning in their 
proper form, uncertainty could emerge 
over the status of training programmes and 
the qualifications produced under them. 
  The former PSN president argued that 
“hospital boards are important 
instruments of governance, accountability 
and institutional oversight; they provide 
layers of checks and balances between the 
chief executive of a hospital and the wider 
government structure.” 
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CONCERNS are mounting over the Federal 
Government’s failure to reconstitute and 

inaugurate the governing councils and boards 
of federal agencies, parastatals, and federal 
tertiary hospitals under the Federal Ministry of 
Health and Social Welfare more than three 
years after President Bola Ahmed Tinubu 
assumed office. 
  In the last 39 months, virtually all health-
sector agencies, regulatory bodies, and federal 
tertiary hospitals have operated without 
governing councils and boards, in 
contravention of the Acts of Parliament that 
established them, raising significant 
institutional and statutory concerns across 
the healthcare sector. 
  While the administration has since 
reconstituted governing councils in other 
sectors like higher education and selectively 
appointed chairpersons for a handful of 
specific health parastatals and regulatory 
bodies without board members, the 
widespread absence of boards across the 
broader spectrum of federal tertiary hospitals 
remains a critical issue. 
  The councils are empowered, under their 
respective enabling laws, to perform functions 
including accreditation of training 
programmes and facilities, professional 
registration and licensing, and disciplinary 
oversight.  
  Their non-existence, therefore, raises serious 
questions about the legal basis for decisions 
made during periods when the substantive 
councils and boards were not in place.  
  In the Nigerian healthcare ecosystem, these 
governing councils are distinct in having a 
broader, systemic mandate that extends 
beyond simple administrative management. 
They act as strategic links between national 
health policies, profession-specific standards, 
and public consumer protection. 
  The Acts of Parliament establishing each 
agency stipulate the appointment of 
governing boards to work with the 
management team in the agencies’ 
operations. 
  The governing councils and boards create an 
internal governance mechanism through 
which management decisions, expenditure, 
employment, procurement, and institutional 
performance can be scrutinised; where such 
mechanisms are weak or absent, the risk of 
unchecked decision-making increases. 
  Besides, the governing councils and boards of 
federal health agencies and tertiary hospitals 
in Nigeria provide institutional oversight, 
strategic direction, and policy 
implementation to ensure accountability and 
high standards of care.  
  Therefore, the absence of the boards has 
operational and performance implications for 
the agencies, especially considering the legal 
burdens strictly imposed on them. 

  Such burdens include ensuring the 
effectiveness of general administration, 
formulation, consideration and approval of 
strategic plans, policies, annual budgets and 
accounts, appointments, promotions and 
discipline of senior management employees 
and general oversight of the agencies.  
  Among such agencies and parastatals under 
the Federal Ministry of Health and Social 
Welfare are the National Agency for Food and 
Drug Administration and Control (NAFDAC), 
the National Primary Health Care 
Development Agency (NPHCDA), the Nigeria 
Centre for Disease Control and Prevention 
(NCDC), the National Health Insurance 
Authority (NHIA), the National Agency for the 
Control of AIDS (NACA), the Nigerian Institute 
of Medical Research (NIMR), the National 
Institute for Pharmaceutical Research and 
Development (NIPRD), and the National 
Blood Service Commission (NBSC). 
  Others are the Medical and Dental Council of 
Nigeria (MDCN), Medical Laboratory Science 
Council of Nigeria (MLSCN), the Pharmacy 
Council of Nigeria (PCN), the Nursing and 
Midwifery Council of Nigeria (NMCN), the 
Physiotherapy and Medical Rehabilitation 
Board, the Radiographers Registration and 
Regulations Board, and the Health and 
Medical Records 
Registration Board. 
  Also included are all 
federal teaching 
hospitals and federal 
medical centres 
(FMCs) that offer 
secondary and tertiary 
clinical services, as 
well as the National 
Orthopaedic  
Hospitals  and Federal 
N e u r o p s y c h i a t r i c 
Hospitals across all 
geopolitical zones. 
  On February 14, 2024, 
the  Federal 
Government,  in a statement released by the 
then spokesperson of the President, Ajuri 
Ngilare, announced the appointment of 
chairpersons of boards of some agencies in 
the health sector without board members.  
  They include NAFDAC, MDCN, PCN, MLSCN, 
and the National Blood Service Commission 
(NBSC), 
  Apart from the Governing Council of the 
NHIA, which was inaugurated in July 2025, 
the NMCN governing board, inaugurated in 
June 2026, and the MDCN governing council, 
inaugurated in August 2026, the governing 
councils and boards of other agencies are yet 
to be reconstituted. 
  After a cursory look at the state of things, 
stakeholders described the situation as an 
anomaly and a breach of the law, stressing 
that non-functional boards  give room for 
abuse, corruption and 
irresponsibility, arguing 
that the chairpersons 
of the governing 
boards and councils 
are appointed with 
the  
complementary 
members and 
inaugurated by 
relevant ministries at 
the behest of the 
president.  
  They also 
maintained 

that running parastatals without active boards 
removes essential checks and balances, creating 
high risks for financial mismanagement and 
abuse of office by chief executives. 
  In an interview with The Guardian, the 
President of the Medical Laboratory Science 
Council of Nigeria (AMLSCN), Casmir Ifeanyi, 
described the absence of boards and councils 
for regulatory bodies and tertiary health 
institutions as very worrisome and called on 
President Bola Ahmed Tinubu to reconstitute 
them without further delay. 
  Ifeanyi stated that the health sector has 
continued to operate without regulation, due 
process, requisite oversight, and in a manner at 
variance with the laws over the past three years. 
  While observing that laws establishing 
Nigeria’s professional regulatory councils were 
not designed to allow the institutions to 
operate indefinitely without their governing 
bodies,  Ifeanyi argued that in the absence of 
governing boards, chief executives could 
effectively become “sole administrators,” a 
situation he said was not contemplated by the 
laws establishing the institutions. 
  The AMLSCN president alleged that where 
boards are absent, ministers and senior officials 
may inadvertently become involved in 
decisions that enabling laws reserve for 

independent  statutory 
councils, noting that 
ministers, who already 
have important  
supervisory  
responsibilities, do not 
necessarily have the 
authority to assume the 
statutory functions of 
regulatory councils. 
  Ifeanyi explained that 
the professional 
regulatory councils 
play crucial roles in 
determining who may 
practise regulated 
health professions and 

under what standards. 
  “Decisions about whether a doctor, 
pharmacist, medical laboratory scientist, or 
other regulated professional should be 
licensed, disciplined, or permitted to continue 
practising can have profound consequences for 
both the practitioner and the public.” 
  Ifeanyi pointed out that the councils are 
empowered, under their respective enabling 
laws, to perform functions including 
accreditation of training programmes and 
facilities, professional registration and 
licensing, and disciplinary oversight. 
  He therefore questioned the legal basis for deci-
sions made during periods when the 
substantive councils were not in place. 
  “Students have been enlisted to study these 
programmes,” he argued. “Who approved their 
indexing and enlistment? People have studied, 
graduated and obtained results. Who approved 

their results?” 
  The AMLSCN president 

warned that practitioners 
licensed during the 

period could 
potentially face 
questions over the 
legal authority 
under which 
their licences 
were issued, 
arguing that the 
absence of 

properly 

The prolonged absence of the 
governing councils and boards 
of federal agencies, parastatals, 
and federal tertiary hospitals is 
creating regulatory uncertainty, 
weakening oversight, and 
potentially affecting professional 
licensing, accreditation of 
training programmes, workers’ 
welfare, disciplinary 
proceedings, institutional 
accountability, and ultimately, 
patient safety, NKECHI 
ONYEDIKA-UGOEZE 
and IJEOMA NWANOSIKE report.

Hospital boards are important 
instruments of governance, 
accountability, and institutional 
oversight; they provide layers of checks 
and balances between the hospital’s 
chief executive and the wider 
government structure.

”
“
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Read the remaining part of  
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Prolonged vacuum erodes oversight, 
patience, staff welfare in govt hospitals 
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NIGERIA loses about $4.5 bil-
lion in net transport pay-

ments because it relies heavily 
on foreign shipping services. 
  The country’s indigenous fleet 
also faces a shortfall of 613 ves-
sels needed to support the 
Federal Government’s ambi-
tion of building a $1 trillion 
economy by 2030. 

  This was disclosed at the 
national conference of the 
Network of Nigeria Maritime 
Journalists, held in Lagos on 
Friday under the theme, 
“Seaport Modernisation, Trade 
Facilitation and Revenue.” 
  In his paper titled “Can 
Nigeria’s Seaports Carry a $1 tril-
lion Economy by 2030?” 
Maritime lawyer and Principal 
Partner at Akabogu & 
Associates, Dr Emeka Akabogu, 
disclosed that Nigeria had 307 
indigenously owned ships as of 
2025, up from 284 in 2022. 
  He said the figure was 
against the estimated 920 
vessels needed to support the 
maritime requirements of a 

$1 trillion economy by 2030, 
which leaves a deficit of 613 
vessels. 
  According to the data pre-
sented by Akabogu, the num-
ber of indigenous ships, at 
the current growth rate, is 
projected to reach only 348 
by 2030, leaving a deficit of 
572 vessels and a shipping 
capacity significantly below 
the demands of its economic 
growth target. 
  Similarly, he said Nigeria’s 
flag fleet has a combined 
capacity of 7.12 million dead-
weight tonnes (DWT), repre-
senting roughly one-third of 

the 21.4 million DWT estimat-
ed to be required to support 
the targeted economic 
expansion. 
  The maritime lawyer further 
highlighted the financial 
implications of Nigeria’s 
dependence on foreign ship-
ping services, putting the 
country’s yearly net trans-
port payments at about $4.5 
billion. 
  He said the figures raised 
concerns over Nigeria’s 
capacity to handle the antici-
pated increase in cargo vol-
umes as the economy 
expands, and whether indige-

ACROSS the globe, and 
largely in developing 

countries, storms and floods 
are costing mobile opera-
tors $1.7 billion yearly in cell-
site infrastructure repairs 
and replacement, and these 
costs could nearly double to 
over $3 billion a year by 2050 
under projected mid-centu-
ry climate conditions. 
  These are the findings of a 
new report by the GSMA, 
Futureproofing Connectivity: 
Climate Risk and Resilience in 
Telecommunications. 
  Beyond the immediate 
financial toll on telecom bal-
ance sheets, this escalating 
vulnerability threatens to 
deepen the digital divide in 
the very regions most 
reliant on mobile networks 

for essential services. 
  Findings revealed that in 
developing economies, like 
Nigeria, where cellular tow-
ers frequently serve as the 
primary backbone for bank-
ing, healthcare, emergency 
response, and commerce, 
prolonged outages turn 
extreme weather events into 
compounding socio-eco-
nomic crises.  
  Amid these climate chal-
lenges, Nigerian operators 
are already battling increased 
fibre cuts, community hostili-
ties, multiple taxes, and 
epileptic power supply to 
base stations, which have con-
tinued to impact the quality 
of telephone services in the 
country. 
  In response to these grow-

ing climate risks, the GSMA 
has published a new set of 
policy principles for mobile 
network resilience. The prin-
ciples show how coordinat-
ed, risk-based and invest-
ment-friendly approaches 
strengthen connectivity 
against extreme weather, 
power failures, natural disas-
ters and geopolitical disrup-
tion. 
  GSMA Chief Regulatory 
Officer and President of the 
GSMA Foundation, John 
Giusti, said: “Mobile connec-
tivity is essential infrastruc-
ture. Whether responding to 
extreme weather, power fail-
ures or other major disrup-
tions, people, businesses and 
emergency services depend 
heavily on mobile net-

works.”   
  According to GSMA, severe 
storms accounted for the 
largest share of these costs, 
at around $1 billion yearly.  
  Analysis of more than 50 
countries found that major 
storms and floods coincided 
with an average of approxi-
mately 150 telecommunica-
tions outages yearly between 
2022 and 2024, directly 
affecting just under 215 mil-
lion service users each year.   
   The findings identify elec-
tricity supply as a major sys-
temic vulnerability, with 
severe weather frequently 
disrupting mobile services 
through power failures 
rather than direct damage to 
telecommunications equip-
ment. 

SUNTRUST Bank Nigeria 
Limited has announced a 

strategic partnership with 
OPay Digital Services 
Limited, one of Nigeria’s 
leading financial technolo-
gy companies, to strengthen 
digital payment infrastruc-
ture, expand merchant pay-
ment capabilities and accel-
erate financial inclusion 
across the country. 

  The partnership, formalised 
through a Terminal ID 
Services Agreement, will see 
SunTrust Bank provide 
Terminal Identification 
Numbers (TIDs) and support-
ing services for OPay’s exten-
sive network of Point-of-Sale 
(POS) merchants and agents 
nationwide. 
  By combining SunTrust 
Bank’s banking infrastruc-

ture and financial expertise 
with OPay’s extensive mer-
chant network and digital 
payment capabilities, the 
collaboration will support 
more efficient electronic 
transactions, strengthen 
payment processing and 
improve the infrastructure 
serving businesses and con-
sumers. 
  The partnership marks 

another significant mile-
stone in SunTrust Bank’s 
growth journey, reinforcing 
its expanding footprint in 
Nigeria’s digital financial 
ecosystem and its commit-
ment to building strategic 
alliances that drive innova-
tion, broaden financial 
access and support the 
country’s transition to a 
cashless economy.

Sun Trust Bank, OPay seal strategic partnership 

Great Grandson of late Herbert Macaulay, Gladstone Macaulay (left); Representative of President Bola Tinubu, Prof. Foluso Lesi; Atona Oodua of the 
Source, Chief Olabode George; Former President, Dr Goodluck Jonathan; Secretary to the State Government (SSG) of Lagos State, Abimbola Salu-
Hundeyin; Keynote Speaker, Prof. Jide Osuntokun; Prof. Adele Jinadu; and Panelist, Dr Lanre Arogundade, at the Herbert Macaulay Memorial 
Colloquium at NIIA, Lagos, at the weekend.                                     PHOTO: SUNDAY AKINLOLU

HUNDREDS of Nigerian 
travellers remain 

stranded or have been 
forced to reschedule their 
travel plans after 
widespread flight disrup-
tions in the United States 
(U.S.) were triggered by a 
nationwide air traffic control 
ground stop last Friday. 
  The disruption, which 
affected thousands of flights 
across the U.S., has continued 
to negatively impact interna-
tional aviation operations, 
leaving passengers travelling 
from Nigeria to the U.S., as 
well as those scheduled to fly 
from the U.S. to Nigeria, fac-
ing delays, cancellations and 
uncertainty. 
  The Guardian learnt that sev-
eral Nigerian passengers 
scheduled to travel to the U.S. 
over the weekend could not 
do so as planned, with some 
having to postpone their 
trips until airlines could 
restore their operations. 

Hundreds of Nigerian 
travellers stranded as 
U.S. flight disruptions 
persist 

Climate shocks cost Nigerian telcos, others $1.7b yearly, fuel digital divide 

Nigeria loses $4.5b yearly to foreign shipping services  

UGANDA has approached 
the Dangote Group to 

participate in its proposed 
multi-billion-dollar oil refin-
ery and invest in fertiliser 
and salt production, seeking 
to draw on the Nigerian con-
glomerate’s industrial exper-
tise to process its natural 
resources, create jobs and 
reduce dependence on 
imports. 
  The East African country pre-
sented the investment oppor-
tunities during a visit to the 
Dangote Petroleum Refinery & 
Petrochemicals and Dangote 
Fertiliser Limited in Lagos by a 
delegation led by Minister of 
Energy and Mineral 
Development, Dr Monica 
Musenero Masanza, and 
Minister of State for Finance, 
Planning and Economic 
Development (Privatisation 
and Investment), Hajjat 
Amina Mukalazi.  
  The ministers pledged gov-
ernment support for the pro-
posed collaboration, saying 
Uganda wanted to translate 
its crude oil and mineral 
resources into domestic pro-
duction and wider economic 
benefits. 

NIGERIAN banks have 
increased credit availability 

to households and businesses 
in the third quarter of 2026 as 
demand for loans strength-
ened across consumer, housing 
and corporate lending cate-
gories, a Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN) survey has shown. 
  The CBN’s Q3 2026 Credit 
Conditions Survey Report 
showed that demand for con-
sumer loans recorded the 
strongest increase among 
household lending categories, 
rising by 42.9 index points dur-
ing the period. 
  Credit demand for house pur-
chases also increased by 28.0 
points, while overdrafts and 
personal loans rose by 24.7 
points. Mortgage and re-mort-
gage lending recorded a 12.0-
point increase. 
  The rise in borrowing demand 
came alongside an expansion 
in credit supply, with banks 
reporting improved availabili-
ty of secured, unsecured and 
corporate loans compared 
with the preceding quarter. 
  The report attributed the 
increase in secured credit avail-
ability to changes in the eco-
nomic outlook, banks’ liquidity 
positions and efforts to 
increase market share. 
 

By Adeyemi Adepetun 

Uganda courts Dangote 
to transform resources 
into finished products 

NIGERIA has secured its 
global climate diploma-

cy by championing a just 
and equitable energy transi-
tion, by signing a non-bind-
ing Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with 
the United Kingdom on the 
UK-Nigeria Energy Security 
and Transition Partnership, 
alongside an agreement 
with Türkiye. 
  It was a major highlight of 
Nigeria’s participation at the 
ongoing 31st Conference of 
the Parties (COP31) to the 
United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC), aimed at 
strengthening economic 
and security relations and 
showcasing homegrown 
renewable energy innova-
tions.  

COP31: Nigeria secures 
UK energy partnership, 
deepens ties with Türkiye 

nous shipowners would have 
the capacity to capture a sig-
nificant share of the projected 
growth in international trade. 
  Akabogu’s presentation put 
seaborne non-oil exports at 
6.1 million tonnes in 2024, 
highlighting the need to 
expand volumes through 
more competitive freight ser-
vices, efficient port opera-
tions and predictable regula-
tions. 
  Akabogu’s recommenda-
tions come amid rising activ-
ity at the country’s seaports. 
Cargo throughput increased 
from 103.6 million metric 
tonnes in 2024 to 129.3 mil-
lion tonnes in 2025, while 

container traffic rose from 
1.745 million to 2.193 million 
over the same period. 
  Also speaking, former Director 
General of the Nigerian 
Maritime Administration and 
Safety Agency (NIMASA), 
Temisan Omatseye, cau-
tioned that investments in 
port development would 
yield limited benefits with-
out corresponding improve-
ments in road and rail infras-
tructure to ensure efficient 
cargo evacuation. 

Faces 613 vessel deficit by 2030 By Adaku Onyenucheya  

Banks expand lending as 
household, corporate 
loan demand rises 
By Abigail Ikhaghu 

GSMA calls for urgent policy overhaul over extreme weather threats 

By Olusegun Koiki 

UN Secretary-General bids 
farewell, pushes sustained 
global action against climate 
crisis 
From Victor Gbonegun (Lagos) 
and Cornelius Essen (Abuja) 
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Renewal stalls as concessionaires run seaports with expired licences
• FG keeps mum as operators run ports with 10-year-expired licences 
• Poor legal framework extends view, renewal conclusion  
• NPA only collecting service fees pending conclusion of review - official  
• Concessionaires’ investment in Nigeria ports over $1b - terminal operators 

By Adaku Onyenucheya  
 

MORE than a decade after 
their concession licenses 

officially expired, terminal op-
erators remain in control of 
Nigeria’s ports. With renewal 
decisions delayed and perfor-
mance audits unpublished 
despite the Infrastructure Con-
cession Regulatory Commis-
sion (ICRC) Act rules, the coun-
try risks lost revenue, weak-
ened investor confidence, and 
a deeper infrastructure crisis. 
       Industry stakeholders ar-
gued that the continued op-
eration of these concession-
aires undermines the credi-
bility of Nigeria’s port con-
cession framework, which was 
designed to improve efficien-
cy, attract investment, and en-
sure fair competition. By al-
lowing expired contracts to 
linger without renewal or re-
view, the government risks 
creating an uneven playing 
field that discourages new en-
trants and erodes investor 
confidence. 
   Critics also warned that the 
situation could have broader 
economic implications. With 
seaports serving as critical 
gateways for trade, the ab-
sence of clear regulatory en-
forcement may compromise 
revenue collection, weaken 
institutional trust, and stall 
much-needed modernisation 
efforts. Calls are growing for 
the Federal Government to 
break its silence, clarify the 
status of these concessions, 
and chart a transparent path 
forward for Nigeria’s maritime 
sector. 
   Findings showed that while 
these licensees still operate at 
the seaports, they pay service 
fees to the Nigerian Ports Au-

thority (NPA) and shortchange 
the Federal Government on 
the full agreement fee. 
   According to a World Bank 
document, APM Terminals, 
whose 25-year concession con-
tract is yet to expire, submitted 
a bid in 2005, with a net pre-
sent value of $1.06 billion, of 
which about $300 million is 
expected to be invested in 
capital projects. This showed 
the extent to which the Federal 
Government is being short-
changed. 
   This is despite provisions of 
the ICRC Act, which requires a 
fresh tender and competitive 
bidding process following the 
expiration of a concession 
agreement. 
    These concessionaires, The 

Guardian gathered, continue 
to occupy the concession fa-
cilities at the seaports, oper-
ating their activities with ex-
pired licenses, with the NPA 
only requesting service fees 
provided to them, including 
harbour services and vessel re-
ception, among others, to 
avoid uninterrupted mar-
itime services pending the 
conclusion of the renewal pro-
cess or cancellation of their 
contracts. 
     The Federal Government has 
used five to 10 years to review 
the expired port concession 
agreements, which had op-
erational gaps in the legal and 
structural framework since 
they were drafted and signed 
in 2006 and has yet to come to 

a conclusion on whether to ad-
dress the shortcomings or on 
whether to renew or cancel 
the contracts. 
   The gaps involve the opera-
tions and obligations of the 
concessionaires, the NPA and 
other regulatory agencies in-
volved in the drafting of the 
agreement, including the Na-
tional Council for Privatisa-
tion (NCP), the ICRC, and the 
Bureau of Public Enterprises 
(BPE). 
   There is no timeline for when 
the government would rec-
oncile these outstanding obli-
gations and improve perfor-
mance among concession-
aires and the authority, as in-
dications show that it could 
take more years before re-

newing the agreements. 
       Checks showed that the 
Federal Government is still 
stalling on conducting a trans-
parent, terminal-by-terminal 
performance audit and pub-
lishing the applicable Key Per-
formance Indicator (KPI) 
framework and aggregate per-
formance outcomes. 
    The government is also ex-
pected to reconcile conces-
sion fees, throughput obliga-
tions, capital expenditure and 
contractual compliance, as 
well as separate contractual 
rights from lobbying and oth-
er extraneous interests. 
       The Guardian learnt that 
landlord port model conces-
sion agreements were award-
ed to 20 concessionaires 
across Apapa, Tin Can Island, 
Port Harcourt, Onne, Warri 
and Calabar ports in 2006 for 
a period ranging from 10 to 25 
years; however, some with 10 
years received another five-

year extension. 
  Information from the BPE 
website showed that those 
with expired licenses include 
ENL Consortium Limited, 
Josepdam Port Services Lim-
ited, Ports & Cargo Handling 
Services Limited (SIFAX 
Group), which have 10-year 
contracts that expired in 2016, 
with a five-year extension, al-
ready due in 2021, while Tin-
can Island Container Terminal 
(TICT), Ports & Terminal Oper-
ators Ltd (PTOL), Ports and 
Terminal Multiservices Lim-
ited, and Five Star Logistics 
Limited have 15-year contracts 
that expired in 2021. 
    Associated Maritime Services 
Limited (AMS), Brawal Oil Ser-
vices Ltd (Federal Lighter Ter-
minal A) and Lilypond Con-
tainer Depot Nigeria Limited 
have a 10-year contract that ex-
pired in 2016.  
  Although the NPA put up a 
fresh bid for the Lilypond ter-
minal in 2018, it was later con-
verted to a truck park and ex-
port processing facility by the 
government due to conges-
tion along the port corridor. 
     Concessionaires whose li-
censes are yet to expire are 
Apapa Bulk Terminals Ltd 
(ABTL), APM Terminals Nigeria, 
West Africa Container Termi-
nal (WACT), Brawal Oil Ser-
vices Ltd (Federal Ocean Ter-
minal) and Julius Berger Nige-
ria Services (JBSN), which have 
25-year contracts expiring in 
2031. 
   BUA Ports and Terminals Ltd 
and Intels Nigeria Ltd (Cal-
abar port) have a 20-year con-
tract expiring in 2026, while 
Ecomarine Nigeria Ltd, Ad-
dax Logistics Nig. Ltd and 
Green Leigh Nig. Ltd signed a 

Mounting political violence threatens 2027 elections, investor confidence
• SERAP gives INEC seven days to prosecute suspects or face legal action 
• CPPE warns attacks could trigger capital flight, disrupt businesses 
• Dickson seeks all-party summit to address growing political thuggery 
• Dalung urges govs to protect opposition’s right to organise 
• Wabara faults court ruling, alleges plot to weaken opposition parties 
• TMS reports 22 suspected incidents across 12 states, FCT 

From John Akubo and Joke Falaju 
(Abuja), Tobi Awodipe, Silver 
Nwokoro (Lagos) and Gordi  
Udeajah (Umuahia) 
 

RISING incidents of political 
violence, intimidation and 

attacks on opposition activi-
ties ahead of the 2027 general 
elections have triggered fresh 
concerns over the country’s 
democratic stability and in-
vestment climate, with the 
Socio-Economic Rights and 
Accountability Project (SER-
AP) threatening legal action 
against the Independent Na-
tional Electoral Commission 
(INEC) unless it prosecutes 
electoral violence suspects.  
   While the Centre for the Pro-
motion of Private Enterprise 
(CPPE) warns that sustained 
political instability could trig-
ger capital flight, weaken in-
vestor confidence and disrupt 
businesses, political leaders 
and civil society groups are 
calling for urgent interven-
tions to prevent the crisis from 
escalating. 
   The concerns come amid re-
ports of attacks on political 
gatherings, candidates and 
supporters across several 
states, with fresh calls for po-
litical tolerance, impartial en-
forcement of electoral laws 

and protection of citizens’ 
constitutional freedoms. 
   SERAP, in a letter at the week-
end signed by its Deputy Di-
rector, Kolawole Oluwadare, 
urged INEC Chairman, Joash 
Amupitan, to obtain case files 
and relevant investigation ma-
terials from the Nigeria Police 
Force concerning suspects ar-
rested over electoral and po-
litical violence since the com-
mencement of campaigns on 
August 19, 2026. 
   The organisation asked the 
commission to review the files 
and promptly prosecute sus-
pects against whom available 
evidence establishes offences 
under the Electoral Act 2026. 
   It said the measures should 
be implemented within seven 
days of receipt or publication 
of the letter, warning that it 
would institute appropriate le-
gal action against the com-
mission if it failed to discharge 
its statutory responsibilities. 
   SERAP also urged INEC to 

press the police to intensify 
and conclude investigations 
into other reported incidents, 
identify and arrest suspected 
perpetrators and their spon-
sors, and forward relevant ev-
idence for prosecution. 
   It further asked the INEC 
chairman to exercise the com-
mission’s powers under Sec-
tion 83 of the Electoral Act 
2026 to demand explanations 
from political parties sus-
pected of involvement in or 
encouraging prohibited con-
duct and impose prescribed 
fines on parties that fail to 
comply with lawful directives. 
   The organisation anchored 
its demands on provisions of 
the Electoral Act prohibiting 
political violence, intimida-
tion and disorderly conduct. It 
specifically cited Section 96(5), 
which prohibits political par-
ties, aspirants and candidates 
from retaining, organising, 
training or equipping groups 
to use physical force or coer-

cion to advance political ob-
jectives. 
   It also referenced Sections 
96(6), 96(7) and 96(8), which 
prohibit the use of armed pri-
vate security organisations 
and other groups to provide 
security or assist political par-
ties and candidates during 
campaigns, rallies, processions 
or elections, while prescrib-
ing penalties for violations. 
   SERAP further cited Section 
97, which prohibits threats of 
force or violence during po-
litical campaigns, and Section 
120, which criminalises disor-
derly conduct intended to dis-
rupt political meetings and 
the possession of offensive 
weapons or missiles at such 
gatherings. 
   It maintained that these pro-
visions would be ineffective if 
suspects were arrested with-
out subsequent prosecution. 
   The organisation also drew at-
tention to Section 148(2), 
which provides that prosecu-

tions under the Act shall be un-
dertaken by INEC legal offi-
cers or legal practitioners ap-
pointed by the commission. 
   Although it acknowledged 
that the police and other law 
enforcement agencies have 
primary responsibility for 
criminal investigations, ar-
rests and evidence gathering, 
SERAP argued that the divi-
sion of responsibilities should 
not create an accountability 
gap. 
   It said INEC should proac-
tively obtain police reports 
and case files, assess available 
evidence and institute prose-
cutions where sufficient 
grounds exist. 
   Among the incidents it cited 
were the reported obstruc-
tion of the convoy of the Nige-
ria Democratic Congress 
(NDC) presidential candidate, 
Peter Obi, in Benue State on 
September 8; attacks on an 
NDC ward meeting and a Peo-
ples Democratic Party (PDP) 
rally in Enugu State on Septem-
ber 12; and the reported at-
tack on the convoy of African 
Democratic Congress (ADC) 
senatorial candidate, Herber-
ta Okonofua, in Edo State on 
October 6. 
   Other incidents included at-
tacks on NDC supporters dur-

ing campaign activities of its 
governorship candidate, 
Chinyeaka Ohaa, in Enugu 
State on October 10, which re-
portedly resulted in one death, 
and an attack on supporters of 
Accord governorship candi-
date, Oriyomi Hamzat, dur-
ing a procession in Ibadan on 
October 14, which also re-
portedly claimed a life. 
   SERAP further listed the at-
tack on the convoy of NDC 
candidate, Rollins Offia-Nwali, 
in Ebonyi State on October 22, 
which reportedly left one per-
son dead and three injured; 
the attack on African Action 
Congress (AAC) presidential 
candidate, Omoyele Sowore, 
and members of his team in 
Ado-Ekiti on October 30; and 
the reported attack on Obi’s 
convoy in Calabar on Novem-
ber 4. 
CPPE warns of economic con-
sequences 

ADDING an economic di-
mension to the growing 

concerns, Chief Executive Of-
ficer of CPPE, Muda Yusuf, 
warned that political violence, 
intimidation and inflamma-
tory rhetoric could under-
mine investor confidence, trig-
ger capital flight and worsen 

Deputy Governor of  Ekiti State, Monisade Afuye (left); Speaker, Ekiti State House of Assembly, Adeoye Aribasoye; Chairman/Chief Launcher, Ikogosi 
Day 2026, Dr Tunji Olowolafe, and Ekiti State Governor, Biodun Oyebanji, during the 2026 Ikogosi Day celebration in Ikogosi-Ekiti, at the weekend. CONTINUED ON PAGE 43

CONTINUED ON PAGE 43
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Managing Director, IBILE Oil and Gas Corporation, Temitayo Gbajumo (left); Minister of State for Petroleum 
Resources (Gas), Ekperikpe Ekpo; Executive Director, Midstream and Downstream Gas Infrastructure Fund 
(MDGIF), Oluwole Adama, and others, during the inauguration of five CNG stations for Abule-Egba, Ajah, Oko-
Oba, Idimu and Ogolonto, with a combined capacity to serve 8,400 vehicles daily, in Lagos State.   PHOTO: NAN
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THE Senator Sharafadeen 
Alli Campaign 

Organisation (SSACO), yester-
day, urged the governorship 
candidate of the Allied 
Peoples' Movement (APM) in 
Oyo State Bimbo Adekanmbi 
and Governor Seyi Makinde to 
take the poor attendance at 
Saturday’s governorship cam-
paign flag-off in Oyo town as a 
reliable signal of the failure 
awaiting them in the presi-
dential and governorship 
elections next year.  
    In a statement by its Director 
of Media and Publicity, Bisi 
Oladele, SSACO said the atten-

dance, including the absence 
of some candidates, indicated 
Oyo APC's position that APM 
lacks grassroots appeal and 
meaningful popularity in Oyo 
State, and, therefore, lacks the 
capacity to attract widespread 
support ahead of the 2027 
general elections. 
  However, Adekanmbi has 
challenged Alli to prepare his 
concession speech ahead of 
the governorship election, 
expressing confidence that he 
would emerge victorious. 
  In a statement yesterday by 
the Co-Director, Media and 
Publicity of the Oyo State APM 

Campaign Council (OYSACC), 
Dr Sulaimon Olanrewaju, the 
APM candidate said he looked 
forward to receiving a con-
gratulatory message from the 
APC senator after the election. 
  The APM Campaign Council 
dismissed SSACO's assessment 
of the Oyo Town rally, describ-
ing it as political self-decep-
tion and insisting that the 
event attracted tens of thou-
sands of supporters, party 
faithful, community leaders, 
youths, women and residents 
from across the state. 
  It questioned how a rally of 
such magnitude could be 

described as poorly attended, 
adding that the criticism 
reflected concern over the 
growing acceptance of 
Adekanmbi and the APM. 

MEANWHILE, the Oyo 
State governorship can-

didate of the Accord Party 
(AP), Oriyomi Hamzat, has 
said that it would be counter-
productive for him to work 
against Tinubu in the 2027 
general elections, insisting 
that he would abide by his 
party's position on the presi-
dential contest. 
 

Oyo 2027: Alli, Adekanmbi trade words over APM campaign rally turnout

A RENOWNED entrepreneur 
and philanthropist, Tony 

Elumelu, has been scheduled 
to deliver the keynote address 
at the 2026 Wole Olanipekun 
& Co (WOC) Justice Summit, 
where he will examine how 
the rule of law drives private 
sector’s growth and economic 
transformation in Nigeria. 
  The keynote address, titled 
“The Rule of Law as a Catalyst 
for Private Sector Growth and 
Economic Transformation,” 
will headline the summit 
organised by WOC scheduled 
to hold on November 19, 2026, 
at the Body of Benchers’ 
Complex, Abuja. 
  The summit, which will cli-
max with the unveiling of the 
six-volume of publication, 
titled “Wole Olanipekun 
Through the Cases' by 
President Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu, and themed: "From 
Precedent to Possibility: The 
Lawyer's Role in Shaping the 
Next Fifty Years of Justice, 
Democracy and Public Trust," 
will feature eminent speakers 
considering the evolving role 
of the legal profession in pro-
tecting commerce, strength-
ening democratic institu-
tions, advancing the frontiers 
of justice, among others.  

Elumelu to deliver 
keynote address at 2026 
WOC justice summit

THE Emir of Kano, 
Muhammadu Sanusi II, 

yesterday, visited the 
Olubadan of Ibadanland, Oba 
Rashidi Ladoja, with a call for 
stronger relations between 
the Yoruba and Hausa ethnic 
groups. 
  Sanusi, who arrived at the 
Olubadan Palace in Oke-
Aremo with a large 
entourage, described Ibadan 
as his second home, citing his 
long-standing relationship 
with the people of the ancient 
city. 
  The Emir, who expressed 
delight at returning to the 
palace, said his relationship 
with several Ibadan indigenes 
predated his ascension to the 
throne of Kano Emirate. 
  The Olubadan, however, 
called for concerted efforts to 
protect traditional institu-
tions from partisan politics, 
warning that political inter-
ference could lead to deci-
sions whose consequences 
may not be fully understood. 

MEANWHILE, the 
Governor Ademola 

Adeleke-led administration in 
Osun State has demoted two 
traditional rulers, the 
Alagunbeelewo of 
Agunbeelewo and the Olu of 
Irepodun, in Osogbo. 
  The demotion of the two 
monarchs was contained in a 
letter by the Ministry of Local 
Government and Chieftaincy 
Affairs, dated November 5, 
signed for the Permanent 
Secretary by one Wale Alliyu 
with a copy to the Ataoja of 
Osogbo. 

Sanusi visits Olubadan, 
seeks stronger  
Yoruba-Hausa relations

THE Federal Government 
has said it is building a 

new National Grid Control 
Centre in Osogbo to replace 
the existing facility, which is 
over 60 years old, as part of 
efforts to strengthen 
Nigeria's power transmission 
infrastructure and improve 
electricity supply nation-
wide. 
   Minister of Power, Joseph 
Tegbe, disclosed this during 
an interactive luncheon with 
senior editors of newspapers 
in Lagos at the weekend, reaf-
firming the Tinubu adminis-
tration's commitment to 
transforming the electricity 

sector through sustained 
reforms, infrastructure 
investment and improved 
service delivery. 
  Tegbe acknowledged 
Nigerians' frustration over 
unreliable electricity supply, 
assuring them that the 
Federal Government would 
address the sector's long-
standing challenges through 
coordinated and measurable 
interventions. 
  He stressed that rebuilding 
public confidence would 
require not only improved 
electricity supply but also 

transparency, accountability 
and sustained engagement 
with the media. 
  The minister described the 
challenges confronting the 
sector as systemic, citing gas 
supply constraints, ageing 
infrastructure, vandalism, 
transmission constraints, 
poor metering and commer-
cial difficulties affecting the 
entire electricity value chain. 
  According to him, these 
interconnected problems 
require disciplined imple-
mentation of reforms rather 
than isolated interventions 

or short-term solutions. 
  However, as part of efforts to 
strengthen transmission 
infrastructure, Tegbe dis-
closed that the recently com-
missioned substations and 
equipment had added over 
1,300MVA to national trans-
mission capacity. 
  The improvements, accord-
ing to him, cover locations, 
including Apapa, Ijora, Ikeja, 
Kumbotoso, Dankata, Mashi, 
Dan-Agundi, Biliri and 
Walalambe. 
 

FG commits to improved power supply, to replace old infrastructure

STAKEHOLDERS of the Lagos 
State chapter of the All 

Progressives Congress (APC) 
and South-West Coordinator 
of the South-West Agenda for 
Asiwaju (SWAGA) have warned 
party members, particularly in 
the South-West, against taking 
the 2027 general elections for 
granted on the strength of 
incumbency or the assump-
tion of an easy victory, insist-
ing that President Bola 
Tinubu's re-election bid and 
the party's control of Lagos 
State will depend on sustained 
grassroots mobilisation. 
  They cautioned that underes-

timating the opposition 
could prove costly, stressing 
that electoral victory would 
require more than campaign 
rallies, political endorse-
ments and showmanship. 
   Rather, they urged party 
leaders and members to 
engage voters directly, 
explain the achievements of 
the Tinubu administration 
and convince Nigerians of 
the need to give the President 
another four years. 
  The stakeholders, including 
Director-General of the PBAT-

KOH Campaign Council in 
Lagos State, Musiliu 
Obanikoro; former APC 
National Legal Adviser, Dr 
Muiz Banire; former Speaker 
of the Lagos State House of 
Assembly, Adeyemi Ikuforiji; 
Senator Gbenga Ashafa; 
Managing Director/Chief 
Executive Officer of the 
Federal Housing Authority 
and SWAGA co-convener, 
Oyetunde Ojo, and Chairman 
of the Nigerian Ports 
Authority, Dayo Adeyeye, 
spoke at the Lagos SWAGA 2.0 

Summit and launch at the 
weekend. 
  Obanikoro disclosed that the 
party had set a target of 3.5 
million votes for Tinubu and 
its governorship candidate, 
Dr Obafemi Hamzat, in Lagos 
State, expressing confidence 
that the administration's 
achievements at the federal 
level, alongside those of the 
Lagos State Government, 
would strengthen the APC's 
electoral prospects. 

MEANWHILE, former 
Minister of State for the 

Federal Capital Territory (FCT), 
Jumoke Akinjide, has sig-
nalled her readiness to work 
for President Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu's re-election and 
Senator Sharafadeen Alli's gov-
ernorship ambition in Oyo 
State ahead of the 2027 gener-
al elections. 
  Her Special Assistant, 
Olatundun Gabriel, disclosed 
this in a statement announc-
ing the former minister's 
renewed political engage-
ment under the banner of 
Tinubu's Renewed Hope 
Agenda. 
  Gabriel, a former Chief of 
Staff to the Speaker of the Oyo 
State House of Assembly, 
unveiled the slogan, "JUMOKE 
IS COMING — RENEWED HOPE 
2027," declaring that a fresh 
political journey had begun. 

SWAGA, APC stakeholders caution  
against complacency ahead of 2027 polls
By Seye Olumide

Ikogosi Day: Oyebanji 
commits to grassroots 
development

From Rotimi Agboluaje, Ibadan 

From Rotimi Agboluaje, Ibadan

EKITI State Governor, 
Biodun Oyebanji, has reaf-

firmed his administration's 
commitment to grassroots 
development, assuring the 
people of Ikogosi-Ekiti and 
other communities across the 
state of sustained govern-
ment attention to initiatives 
that improve living condi-
tions and promote communi-
ty growth. 
  He also called on Ekiti people 
to mobilise massive support 
for the re-election of President 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu in the 
January 2027 presidential 
election, describing the 
President's continued leader-
ship as critical to sustaining 
the development strides 
being recorded in the state. 
  Oyebanji stated this, at the 
weekend, in Ikogosi-Ekiti dur-
ing the 2026 Ikogosi Day cele-
bration and the fundraising 
for the construction of a N1 
billion Oba's palace.  
  He, however, highlighted the 
importance of community 
participation, political sup-
port, and collective responsi-
bility in advancing develop-
ment at the grassroots level. 
  Meanwhile, the Chancellor of 
Ekiti State University, Dr Tunji 
Olowolafe, while speaking on 
his contribution to the proj-
ect, has called for a strategic 
partnership among govern-
ment, private investors, and 
academic institutions to 
transform Ikogosi-Ekiti into 
an international tourism and 
industrial hub. 

By Waliat Musa

From Joke Falaju (Abuja) and 
Ayodele Afolabi (Ado-Ekiti)

THE Catch Them Young 
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p 

Education Foundation (CTY-
EEF) has announced plans to 
equip 10 million students in 
basic and secondary schools 
with practical entrepreneur-
ship, vocational and digital 
skills by 2040. 
   The Foundation said the ini-
tiative was driven by the need 
to expose children to entre-
preneurship education at an 
early age, noting that child-
hood and adolescence are cru-
cial periods for shaping 
young people's decisions, 
interests and future aspira-
tions. 
  Programme Coordinator of 
the Foundation, Mrs 
Unachukwu Nkolika, who 
spoke at a media briefing in 
Lagos where the initiative was 
unveiled, said that the jour-
ney towards the goal had 
already begun with the pilot 
phase, in which 750 pupils in 
14 public schools in Lagos 
State across three local coun-
cils are beneficiaries.  

Foundation to equip  
10 million students with  
entrepreneurship, digital 
skills
By Opeyemi Babalola

• Oba Ladoja warns against  
politicisation of traditional institutions 
• Osun govt demotes two traditional 
rulers over pro-APC stance

It'll be counter-productive to work against Tinubu, says Oriyomi Hamzat

• Lagos APC sets 3.5m-vote target for Tinubu, Hamzat 
• FCT ex-minister, Jumoke Akinjide, rallies support for Tinubu, Alli 

• ‘2.8m customers metered in three years, transmission capacity gains 1,300MVA’ 
• ‘Lagos-Ogun, Abuja to pilot FG's 24-hour power supply plan’

• Seeks support for Tinubu’s  
re-election 
• Community raises over N1 billion  
for Oba’s palace project 
• Olowolafe woos investors to 
Ikogosi-Ekiti
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FG to launch LPG scheme, mobilises 10m women for economic empowerment

THE federal government has 
revealed plans to launch 

and expand women’s partici-
pation in Nigeria’s gas sector by 
supporting the establishment 
and operation of Liquefied Pe-
troleum Gas (LPG) businesses 
across the country.  
   It said the initiative, known as 
the Renewed Hope Women in 
Nigeria’s Gas Sector (RH-
WiNGS), forms part of efforts to 
widen economic opportuni-
ties and promote clean cooking 
in the country. 
   In another development, Dan-
gote Group, in partnership 
with Chinese vehicle manu-
facturer Sinotruk, has an-
nounced the rollout of Africa’s 
first locally assembled electric 
heavy-duty truck.  
   The electric truck, unveiled yes-
terday at the Dangote Sinotruk 

West Africa Limited Facility in 
Ikeja, Lagos, marks a new phase 
in Nigeria’s commercial vehicle 
manufacturing industry.  
DISCLOSING this during the 
Women in Energy Network 
(WIEN) 2026 Gala and Awards 
Night in Lagos, the Minister of 
Women Affairs and Social De-
velopment, Imaan Sulaiman-
Ibrahim, said the programme 
also aims to elevate women be-
yond being beneficiaries of gov-
ernment interventions to be-
coming owners and operators 
of LPG refill and enterprise hubs. 
     Sulaiman-Ibrahim, who was 
represented by the Director-
General and Chief Executive Of-
ficer of the Maryam Babangida 
National Centre for Women De-
velopment, Dr Adebayo Laniyi, 
said the initiative would merge 
clean cooking facilities with 

agro-processing, cold storage 
and food businesses in local 
communities.  
      According to her, the pro-
gramme is being implement-
ed in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Petroleum Re-
sources as part of President 
Bola Tinubu’s nine-pillar Re-
newed Hope Social Impact In-
terventions. 
   She said the programme was 
part of the government’s effort 
to recognise women as im-
portant contributors to the 
economy, rather than limit 
their involvement to receiv-
ing support from public in-
terventions. 
   The minister linked the ini-
tiatives to the federal govern-
ment’s declaration of 2026 as 
the Year of Families and Social 
Development, saying that in-

ABOUT 150 houses were de-
stroyed, and no fewer than 

10 persons have either been 
killed or are missing following 
a violent communal clash be-
tween Umuoba Anam and 
Aguleri communities in 
Anambra East Local Govern-
ment Area of Anambra State, 
the National Emergency Man-
agement Agency (NEMA) has 
said. 
   Speaking over the weekend, 
when she led a team to the 
communities to evaluate the 
extent of destruction and the 

humanitarian impact of the 
violence, NEMA’s Head of Op-
erations, Enugu Zonal Office, 
Mrs Priscilla Madukwe, said 
that about 2,000 people have 
also been displaced in the 
conflict that claimed shops, 
factories, residences, vehicles, 
and other valuable property. 
   The team, comprising offi-
cials of NEMA and the Anam-
bra State Emergency Man-
agement Agency (SEMA), was 
led to the devastated areas 
by the Chairman of Anam-
bra East Local Council Area, 
Ifeanyi Chinweze, alongside 

community leaders and se-
curity operatives. 
   The communal crisis, which 
erupted in October, report-
edly left several parts of the 
communities in ruins, in-
cluding a traditional ruler’s 
palace, while hundreds of 
residents were forced to flee 
their homes for safety. 
   The Guardian learnt that the 
scale of destruction prompt-
ed the federal government, 
through NEMA, to dispatch 
an assessment team to de-
termine the extent of the 
damage and identify the hu-

manitarian needs of the af-
fected residents. 
   Madukwe described the de-
struction as “unfortunate,” 
but assured victims that the 
agency would submit its find-
ings to the federal govern-
ment for possible interven-
tion. 
      She said the assessment 
aimed to determine the ap-
propriate assistance needed 
to help displaced residents re-
cover from the tragedy and 
return to their homes. 
      She also called on tradi-
tional rulers, community 

150 houses destroyed in Anambra communal conflict, says NEMA

THE Sultan of Sokoto and 
President-General of the 

Nigerian Supreme Council for 
Islamic Affairs (NSCIA), 
Muhammad Sa’ad Abubakar, 
yesterday urged Muslims to 
promote peace and correct 
the misconceptions about Is-
lam, declaring that violence is 
not the religion’s weapon. 
     He said Muslims have a re-
sponsibility to explain the 
teachings of Islam accurately 
and peacefully, rather than al-
low ignorance and distorted in-
terpretations to shape public 
perception of the religion. 
   Meanwhile, the new president 
of the Muslim Ummah of 
South-West Nigeria (MUSWEN, 
Rafiu Ebiti, has pledged to pri-

oritise education, economic 
empowerment and institu-
tional development to im-
prove the welfare of Muslims 
across the region. 
   The Sultan spoke during the 
11th General Assembly of the 
Muslim Ummah of South-West 
Nigeria (MUSWEN), held at the 
University of Ibadan (UI) Cen-
tral Mosque in Ibadan, Oyo 
State. 
   Speaking at the event, themed 
“Insecurity in Nigeria: A Tech-
nology-Driven and Collective 
Approach for National Devel-
opment,” Abubakar said one of 
the major challenges con-
fronting Islam was not neces-
sarily external opposition but 

widespread ignorance about 
its actual teachings. 
   According to him, the situa-
tion had been worsened by so-
cial media, where misleading 
information and distorted in-
terpretations increasingly in-
fluenced people’s under-
standing of the religion. 
   Noting that many people, in-
cluding Muslims, lacked ade-
quate knowledge of Islam, 
and that their spiritual lives 
and perceptions were in-
creasingly shaped by content 
consumed on social media, 
the sultan also identified eth-
nicity as a major threat to the 
unity and progress of the Mus-
lim Ummah in Nigeria. 

      However, he cautioned 
against using ethnic identity or 
regional affiliation to deter-
mine who qualifies as a Mus-
lim, urging adherents to put 
aside such divisions and con-
tribute to the development of 
the community. 
   In his remarks, the Oyo State 
governorship candidate of the 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC), Sharafadeen Alli, said 
the 2027 election should focus 
on equality, moral values in 
schools and the improvement 
of public education rather 
than religion or division. 
   Alli urged the electorate to as-
sess political leadership based 
on issues that directly affect the 
welfare and future of the peo-
ple, rather than allow religious 
differences to shape political 
choices. 

Violence not Islam’s weapon, Sultan tells Muslims

leaders and other stakehold-
ers to intensify efforts to re-
solve the dispute, restore last-
ing peace and prevent a re-
currence of the violence. She 
stressed that the return of 
peace, law and order to the af-
fected communities re-
mained a priority. 
      Meanwhile, Chinweze ex-
plained that the council was 
working with relevant stake-
holders to address the dif-
ferences that triggered the 
crisis. He called on the war-
ring communities to em-
brace dialogue, reconcilia-

Chairman of the Enugu State chapter of the All Progressives Congress (APC), Dr Martin Chukwunwike (left); Governor Peter Mbah; Minister of Innovation, Science 
and Technology and Convener, Tinubu, Mbah Move (ATM), Dr Kingsley Udeh; his wife, Chinagolum Tochi-Udeh; and ATM State Coordinator, Onyebuchi Igboke,  
during the cutting of the tape to commission 17 operational buses provided by the minister during the inauguration of the group in Enugu over the weekend.

From Lawrence Njoku, Enugu

ELIGIBLE micro, small and 
medium enterprises 

(MSMEs) can now enjoy a 50 per 
cent reduction in product reg-
istration fees, alongside other 
incentives and technical sup-
port aimed at encouraging lo-
cal manufacturers to formalise 
their businesses and expand 
into international markets.   
      Unveiling these incentives, 
the National Agency for Food 
and Drug Administration and 
Control (NAFDAC) also pledged 
to strengthen export support 
through certification, sub-
sidised laboratory testing and 
guidance on international qual-
ity standards, as it targets zero 
rejection of Nigerian products 
in foreign markets 
      NAFDAC Director-General, 
Prof. Mojisola Adeyeye, dis-
closed this at the SMEDAN-NAF-
DAC Summit in Lagos, where 
she assured entrepreneurs that 
the agency was not established 
to frustrate small businesses 
but to protect consumers and 
guide manufacturers towards 
producing safe, wholesome and 
quality products. 

NAFDAC woos  
MSMEs with 50%  
registration incentives, 
export support

GOVERNOR of Enugu State, 
Peter Mbah, has said Nige-

ria would have suffered total 
economic collapse but for 
President Bola Tinubu’s coura-
geous reforms, arguing that 
the removal of the fuel subsidy 
and floating of the naira only 
waited until the President as-
sumed office in 2023 because 
the nation delayed the ‘evil 
day’ and lived on borrowed 
time. 
  Meanwhile, Imo State Gover-
nor, Hope Uzodimma, said 
economic growth would be 
sustainable only when it is 
built on stronger local 
economies, with the govern-
ment providing the founda-
tions and private investors 
turning them into produc-
tive enterprises, jobs and pros-
perity. 
  Mbah gave the insights at the 
weekend during the launch of 
As Tinubu Mbah Moves (ATM), 
a support group convened by 
the Minister of Innovation, 
Science and Technology, Dr 
Kingsley Udeh, SAN, and ded-
icated to the re-election of 
President Tinubu and Gover-
nor Mbah in Enugu. 
  He told the crowd: “It would 
have been a lot easier for any 
leader to just continue with 
the status quo and continue 
with business as usual. But 
for Tinubu, it was business 
unusual that led to the bold 
initiatives. 

Tinubu’s reforms halted 
Nigeria’s economic  
collapse, says Mbah

• Targets zero rejection  
of Nigerian products in  
foreign markets

From Shakirah Adunola (Lagos)  
and Rotimi Agboluaje (Ibadan)

vestment in clean cooking and 
community-based businesses 
would support household wel-
fare and economic productiv-
ity. 
      On her part, President of 
WIEN, Eyono Fatayi-Williams, 
noted that the industry need-
ed to do more in translating 
commitments about inclusion 
into realistic opportunities for 
women, particularly in lead-
ership and business owner-
ship. 

GROUP Vice President of 
Dangote Group, Devaku-

mar Edwin, who spoke dur-
ing the unveiling, said the in-
troduction of Electric Vehicles 
(EVs) forms part of the group’s 
efforts to align with changes in 
the global automotive industry, 
while providing customers 
with more transport options.  
    
 

By Victoria Nwachukwu

THE palace of the Orodje of 
Okpe Kingdom in Delta 

State has unveiled a 10-day 
line-up of events to celebrate 
the 20th anniversary of the 
king, Maj.-Gen. Felix Mu-
jakperuo (rtd), the Orhue 1 of 
Okpe. 
   Unveiling the activities at a 
briefing, the Traditional 
Prime Minister, Michael Affe, 
said the events, which start-
ed last Friday, would run till 
November 22. 
   According to him, the event 
will feature cultural displays, 
a football competition and a 
golf tournament, while oth-
ers include drama shows 
and conferment of chief-
taincy titles on prospective 
chiefs and payment of hom-
age.  
   Affe said the activities would 
climax with a grand finale at 
the palace pavilion, followed 
by a thanksgiving mass at St. 
William’s Catholic Church 
on Sunday, November 22. 

Okpe unveils activities 
for Orodje’s 20th  
coronation anniversary
From Chido Okafor, Warri

By Abigail Ikhaghu 

CATHOLIC Pontiff, Pope Leo 
XIV, has urged Christians to 

unite and take strategic action 
against prevalent attacks and 
persecution of the faithful in 
Nigeria. 
   This was as church leaders ex-
pressed concern over the in-
creasing cases of violent per-
secution against Christians in 
parts of Nigeria, saying the 
disturbing trend has wors-
ened over the past two decades. 
   The pope, represented by the 
Papal Nuncio to Nigeria, Arch-
bishop Michael Crotty, made 
the call in his homily at the 
Maria Assumpta Cathedral in 
Owerri, Imo State, over the 
weekend, to flag off a three-day 
conference of the Association 
of Papal Knights and Medallists 
(AKPM). 
     Addressing the conference, 
with the theme, “Papal Knights 
and Strategic Engagements in 
Addressing Christian Persecu-
tion in Nigeria: Towards Coor-
dinated Response,” the Pope 
noted that persecution, espe-
cially violent attacks on inno-
cent citizens, including Chris-
tians, increased in the last two 
decades, leading to the loss of 
numerous lives. 

Pope urges Nigerian 
Christians to unite 
against attacks,  
persecution
From Collins Osuji, Owerri

tion and peaceful coexis-
tence, noting that the cur-
few imposed in the area had 
contributed to restoring 
calm. 
   For his part, the SEMA Head 
of Administration, Mrs Ndidi 
Omega, disclosed that the 
Anambra State Government 
had established a commit-
tee to investigate the cir-
cumstances surrounding the 
conflict and recommend 
measures to prevent a recur-
rence and identify possible 
forms of assistance for those 
affected. 

• Dangote, Sinotruk roll out Africa’s first locally assembled electric truck

• New MUSWEN president pledges  
education, economic empowerment 

By Ijeoma Nwanosike
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HURIWA faults APC’s campaigns as abducted children languish in captivity 
radically and forcing people 
to flee for safety.  

IN a statement by its Na-
tional Coordinator, Em-

manuel Onwubiko, HURIWA 
described as a national dis-
grace the continued deten-
tion of the 78 children from 
Mussa and Lassa communi-
ties in Askira-Uba Local Coun-
cil of Borno State.  
  It recalled that 42 pupils/stu-
dents were abducted from 
Mussa Primary and Second-
ary School on May 15, 2026, 
while another 36 were seized 
from Government Day Sec-
ondary School, Lassa, on June 
29. 

   Meanwhile, suspected ter-
rorists reportedly killed three 
men and one woman, and 
further abducted several 
women and rustled several 
heads of livestock during an 
attack on Yartsakuwa com-
munity in Rabah Local Gov-
ernment Area of Sokoto State. 
   In Zamfara State, the gover-
nor’s aide, Nasiru Kaura, was 
reportedly shot dead when 
bandits attacked the low-cost 
area of Kaura Namoda early 
yesterday. 
Residents said the attackers 
stormed the neighbourhood 
while Muslims were observ-
ing the early morning Subh 
(Fajr) prayer, shooting spo-

THE Human Rights Writers 
Association of Nigeria 

(HURIWA) yesterday con-
demned political campaigns 
by the All Progressives Con-
gress (APC) amid the contin-
ued captivity of 78 children 
abducted from Borno State 
and 15 female students kid-
napped in Niger State.  
   Berating political leaders for 
prioritising political ambi-
tions over the safety of Nige-
rians, it demanded an 
immediate suspension of 
campaign activities to focus 
on rescuing the abducted 
children and other citizens 
held by terrorists.  

Head, Enterprise Business Development, Business and Commercial Banking (BCB), Stanbic IBTC Bank, Ikechi Onyeneke (left); Head, Enterprise 
Banking, BCB, Olajumoke Bello; Head, Personal Banking, Tosin Leye-Odeyemi; Executive Director, Business Development, Stanbic IBTC Pension 
Managers, Nike Bajomo; Chief Executive, Stanbic IBTC Stockbrokers, Bunmi Olarinoye; and  Head, Business Development, Stanbic IBTC Pension 
Managers, Kenneth Omeogu, during the  Ladies at The Table Empowerment Series session at the IBTC Bloom Weekend 2026 in Lagos over the  
weekend                 PHOTO: AYODELE ADENIRAN

FCT, EIDU target over 30,000 children in expanded basic education reform 
strengthen classroom in-
struction and equip children 
with essential literacy and 
numeracy skills.  
   Speaking at the flag-off cere-
mony at the Government 
Secondary School, Life Camp, 
the Mandate Secretary, FCT 
Education Secretariat, Dr 
Danlami Hayo, described the 
programme as another sig-
nificant step in improving ac-
cess to quality education, 
strengthening foundational 
literacy and numeracy, and 
preparing the children to 
thrive in an increasingly dig-

meracy during its first phase. 
   As part of the expansion, the 
partners have flagged off the 
distribution of “Let’s Read” 
textbooks to 35 public pri-
mary schools across the six 
area councils, reinforcing ef-
forts to strengthen reading 
proficiency and improve 
learning outcomes.  
   The EIDU Digital Learning 
Programme integrates artifi-
cial intelligence-enabled 
learning tools, structured 
pedagogy, teacher profes-
sional development and 
quality assurance to 

ital world.  
   Currently supporting over 
10,000 learners across the 
FCT, the programme has 
trained over 400 teachers 
and deployed 357 digital 
learning devices to 35 public 
primary schools.  
   It combines personalised 
digital learning with struc-
tured teaching methods and 
continuous school-level sup-
port, and when expanded, 
the programme will serve 
more children in both urban 
and non-urban areas of the 
FCT.  

THE Federal Capital Terri-
tory (FCT) Education Sec-

retariat said it is targeting 
over 30,000 children in more 
public primary schools in its 
expanded digital learning re-
form programme. 
   Executed in partnership 
with the Germany-based 
technology-driven education 
non-profit organisation, 
EIDU, the expansion builds 
on the gains recorded in im-
proving teachers' profes-
sional competence, 
foundational literacy, and nu-

Tinubu unveils five-year defence plan as APC claims 15,000 terrorists killed 
tained military operations, 
intelligence gathering, tech-
nological advancement and 
non-kinetic interventions. 
   It noted that, in terms of in-
telligence, surveillance and 
coordination, the five-year 
defence plan would align na-
tional defence priorities, op-
erational requirements, 
capability development and 
expenditure with Nigeria's 
current and anticipated se-
curity challenges.  
   It added that the framework 
would strengthen combat 
readiness, address critical ca-
pability gaps, optimise avail-
able resources and minimise 
unnecessary expenditure. 
   The council maintained 
that the proposed strategy 
would reposition the coun-
try's security architecture to-
wards a more coordinated, 

PRESIDENT Bola Tinubu 
has unveiled plans for a 

comprehensive five-year 
strategic defence framework 
to tackle terrorism, banditry, 
kidnapping, and other secu-
rity threats facing the coun-
try. 
   In a statement yesterday, 
the spokesperson of the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) 
Presidential Campaign 
Council, Dele Alake, said the 
proposed plan would 
strengthen Nigeria's security 
architecture, improve mili-
tary effectiveness, and en-
sure a coordinated response 
to emerging threats.  
   The council said the initia-
tive reflected Tinubu's deter-
mination to end the 17-year 
insecurity ravaging parts of 
the country through sus-

intelligence-led, technology-
enabled and prevention-ori-
ented system.  
   The announcement comes 
amid persistent security con-
cerns across several parts of 
the country, with terrorism, 
banditry, kidnapping and 
other violent crimes contin-
uing to test the capacity of se-
curity agencies.  
   Meanwhile, the council 
claimed that military opera-
tions under the administra-
tion had resulted in the 
elimination of over 15,000 
Boko Haram terrorists and 
bandits in the last three 
years. 
   It also claimed that over 
130,000 Boko Haram fighters 
and their dependents had 
surrendered through the 
federal government's reha-
bilitation programme for re-

pentant insurgents, the Op-
eration Safe Corridor.  
   According to the statement, 
the figures demonstrated the 
administration's two-
pronged approach of sus-
tained military pressure and 
rehabilitation initiatives in 
addressing the country's se-
curity challenges.  
   Moreover, as part of efforts 
to strengthen military opera-
tions, the council recalled 
that Tinubu had established 
four new army divisions and 
restructured existing mili-
tary formations to expand 
operational coverage and de-
centralise security responses. 
   It noted that the president 
had approved the establish-
ment of two additional army 
depots in Osogbo, Osun 
State, and Amasiri-Edda, 
Ebonyi State.  

From Adamu Abuh, Abuja 

THE Registrar, Joint Admis-
sions and Matriculation 

Board (JAMB), Prof. Segun 
Aina, has vowed to reposition 
the entrance examination as 
a foremost technologically-
driven body facilitating the 
admission of the largest pos-
sible number of qualified 
candidates into tertiary insti-
tutions. 
   Aina, who disclosed this to 
newsmen and media indus-
try managers in Lagos yester-
day while outlining the 
board's strategic priorities 
for 2027, listed the key 
achievements in his first 
three months since assum-
ing office, including the in-
troduction of NIN alignment 
services. 
   The others were improved 
access to candidates' profiles, 
simplified registration 
processes, flexible admission 
acceptance through the Cen-
tral Admissions Processing 
System (CAPS), faster com-
plaint resolution and adjust-
ment of examination 
reporting time from 6:30 
a.m. to 7:00 a.m.  

Aina commits to  
technologically-driven  
JAMB, gives scorecard  
By Opeyemi Babalola  

IN line with the federal gov-
ernment's agenda to 

strengthen food security, 
boost agricultural productiv-
ity, and create employment 
opportunities, Dangote In-
dustries Limited (DIL) said it 
was advancing major rice 
milling projects in northern 
states, alongside sugar back-
wards integration invest-
ments. 
   In a statement from the 
company’s Group Chief, 
Branding and Corporate 
Communication Officer, Mr 
Anthony Chiejina, the com-
pany reaffirmed its commit-
ment to Nigeria's agricultural 
transformation through 
strategic investments in 
mechanised agriculture.  
   It quoted the Regional Di-
rector and Senior Adviser to 
the Group President, Mrs Fa-
tima Wali-Abdurrahman, as 
saying that “these initiatives 
are designed to strengthen 
domestic food production, 
stimulate agro-industrial de-
velopment, create employ-
ment and unlock the vast 
agricultural potential of 
Northern Nigeria.  
   According to her, the com-
pany’s fertiliser business 
makes a major contribution 
to Nigeria's agricultural de-
velopment, providing locally 
manufactured inputs that 
help farmers improve pro-
ductivity, enhance soil fertil-
ity, and increase crop yields. 
   She disclosed that DIL was 
sponsoring the 2026 Na-
tional Agricultural Show, or-
ganised under the auspices 
of the National Agricultural 
Foundation of Nigeria 
(NAFN) and scheduled to 
open today.  

Dangote boosts 
agribusiness with  
national agric show 

THE United Bank for Africa 
(UBA) Plc said it has 

stepped up its fight against 
fraud, urging customers and 
the public to stay alert to 
phishing scams, in which 
criminals increasingly use 
fake bank messages, cloned 
websites and impersonation 
accounts to steal account de-
tails and money.  
   To this end, the bank is set to 
hold the 2026 edition of its 
Fraud Awareness Week from 
today to November 20, with 
the theme “Fraud Dynamics: 
Staying One Step Ahead.”  
   The annual programme 
brings together customers, 
staff and industry experts to 
raise awareness of emerging 
fraud trends and share practi-
cal ways to keep accounts 
safe. The event coincides with 
the International Fraud 
Awareness Week, observed 
globally in November.  
   UBA's Group Chief Internal 
Auditor, Eugene Inotu, who 
spoke ahead of the campaign, 
said the bank wants every cus-
tomer to recognise a phish-
ing or fraud attempt before it 
causes harm.  

UBA intensifies fight 
against phishing, scam at 
Fraud Awareness Week  

  The rights group said the vic-
tims, including toddlers un-
der two years, had spent 213 
days in captivity, with their 
whereabouts still unknown. 
  Moreover, it lamented that 
the affected families feel 
abandoned by the federal 
and state governments, alleg-
ing that they had received no 
meaningful information 
about whatever efforts, if any, 
to secure the children's free-
dom. 
  The group further expressed 
concern at the October 31 ab-
duction of 15 female students 
of Madarasatul Nurul Islam 
at Maikujeri community in 

From Saxone Akhaine (Kaduna) 
and Victor Gbonegun (Lagos) 

From Joke Falaju, Abuja 

Rafi Local Council Area of 
Niger State. 
  “The students were report-
edly kidnapped while assist-
ing their head teacher with 
maize harvesting. Their ab-
ductors have allegedly de-
manded N100 million 
ransom,” Onwubiko said.  

From Owede Agbajileke, Abuja  

• Bandits kill Zamfara governor’s aide, four others in Sokoto attack 

Okpebholo, Obaseki 
clash over alleged 
N8b diversion 

EDO State Governor, Mon-
day Okpebholo, and his 

predecessor, Governor God-
win Obaseki, have continued 
to trade words over the al-
leged diversion of N8 billion 
from the state coffers two 
weeks before the end of 
Obaseki's tenure. 
   Okpebholo said in an inter-
view with an online TV that 
Obaseki removed N8 billion 
from the N20 billion that was 
released to the state. 
   Similarly, the Office of the 
President of the Senate has 
asked the vice-presidential 
candidate of the African Dem-
ocratic Congress (ADC), 
Chibuike Amaechi, to provide 
evidence for his claim that 
Senate President Godswill Ak-
pabio introduced a 50 per 
cent deduction from pay-
ments to Niger Delta Devel-
opment Commission (NDDC) 
contractors.  

OKPEBHOLO, who dis-
closed in the interview 

that the chairman of the Eco-
nomic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC) helped 
save the remaining N12 bil-
lion, added that Obaseki left a 
huge debt in the form of non-
payment of salaries.   

•Akpabio tells Amaechi to 
prove NDDC’s ‘50%’ claim 
From Joseph Kanjo, Benin 
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GOVERNOR Abba Kabir 
Yusuf has presented a 

proposed N1.107 trillion budg-
et for 2027 to the Kano State 
House of Assembly for leg-
islative consideration. 
Tagged “Budget of Consoli-
dating Gains and Accelerated 
Rural Development,” Yusuf 
said the proposed appropri-
ation was designed to con-
solidate the achievements of 
his administration, complete 
ongoing projects and 
strengthen essential public 
services. 
According to the governor, 
the proposed budget of 
N1,107,024,004,244.48 com-
prises N693,473,894,244.48 
for capital expenditure and 
N413,550,110,000 for recur-
rent expenditure. 
He said the capital-to-recur-
rent expenditure ratio of 63 
to 37 per cent reflected his ad-
ministration’s determina-
tion to channel substantial re-
sources towards infrastruc-
ture, human capital devel-
opment and other invest-
ments capable of stimulating 
economic growth. 
Yusuf disclosed that 74.5 per 
cent of the total allocation 
had been earmarked for five 
critical sectors: education, 
infrastructure, health, water 

supply and rural develop-
ment, and agriculture. 
In the breakdown of the sec-
toral allocations, education 
would receive 28 per cent of 
the proposed budget, infra-
structure 20 per cent, health 
15 per cent, water supply and 
rural development eight per 
cent, while agriculture would 
receive 3.5 per cent. 
He explained that the five pri-
ority sectors collectively ac-
counted for 74.5 per cent of 
the proposed budget, de-
scribing them as critical to 
human capital develop-
ment, productivity, em-
ployment generation and 
the overall welfare of resi-
dents. 
On revenue projections, the 
governor said the state ex-
pected to generate N692.64 
billion in recurrent revenue 
in 2027. The amount com-
prises N142.84 billion from 
Internally Generated Revenue 
(IGR) and N549.8 billion from 
the Federation Account. 
He disclosed that the pro-
jected IGR represented an in-
crease of N4.4 billion over 
the 2026 estimate, attributing 
the improvement to ongo-
ing reforms at the Kano State 
Internal Revenue Service, par-
ticularly the expansion of dig-

Gov. Abba K. Yusuf received Kabiyesi Alimi Otisese, the Oba of Yoruba 
Community in Kano on a courtesy visit at the Government house. Gov. Abba K. Yusuf while presenting the proposed 2027 budget to the state 

house of Assembly.
Gov. Yusuf joins his counterparts Babagana Umarah Zulum of Borno 
state during APC rally in Jigawa State.

THE Yoruba community in 
Kano State has declared its 

support for the re-election 
bids of President Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu and Governor Abba 
Kabir Yusuf ahead of the 2027 
general elections. 
In a show of commitment, 
members of the Oduduwa 
community residing in the 
ancient city pledged to mo-
bilise massive votes for the 
re-election of the presiden-
tial and governorship candi-
dates of the ruling All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC) in 
the state. 
The apex leadership of the 
Yoruba community, led by 
Kabiyesi Murtala Alimi Otisese, 
the Oba of Yoruba in Kano, 
made the pledge during a 

courtesy visit to Governor 
Yusuf at the Government 
House. 
Oba Alimi said the commu-
nity had resolved to mobilise 
support for Tinubu and Gov-
ernor Yusuf, citing what he de-
scribed as the impact of their 
governance and visible de-
velopment across the country. 
The monarch said support 
for President Tinubu’s re-elec-
tion in 2027 was mandatory 
for every Yoruba person in 
Kano, expressing confidence 
in the need for continuity in 
the country’s leadership and 
the transformations cham-
pioned by the President and 
the governor. 
He commended Yusuf for re-
ceiving the delegation and 

assured him of the Yoruba 
community’s continued co-
operation with his adminis-
tration in promoting peaceful 
coexistence and development 
in Kano State. 
The community also appre-
ciated the governor for im-
plementing projects and pro-
grammes which, according 
to them, had positively im-
pacted the lives of Yoruba res-
idents in the state. 
In his response, Yusuf assured 
the delegation of more in-
clusive governance, promis-
ing to mainstream members 
of other ethnic communities 
into his administration. 
The governor disclosed that 
he had directed his blueprint 
committee to obtain contri-

Kano Yoruba Community Backs Tinubu, Gov. Yusuf for 2027 Elections

THE Kano State Government 
says it is developing a Me-

dia and Communications Pol-
icy to strengthen the partici-
pation of journalists in gov-
ernance. 
The State Commissioner for 
Information and Internal Af-
fairs, Sanusi Bature Dawakin 
Tofa, disclosed this at a one-day 
sensitisation workshop on 
the Open Government Part-
nership (OGP), organised by 
the Kano State OGP Secretari-
at for media practitioners in 
Dutse, Jigawa State. 
Represented by the Director of 
Information in the ministry, 
Malam Aminu Yassar, the 
commissioner explained that 
the proposed policy would 
promote media freedom, pro-
tect journalists, improve ac-
cess to public information 
and encourage greater citi-
zen engagement in govern-

ment activities. 
He also disclosed that gov-
ernment agencies had been di-
rected to establish functional 
websites and social media plat-
forms to ensure wider public 
access to official information. 
He said the process of domes-
ticating the Freedom of In-
formation Act in Kano State 
had reached an advanced 
stage, with the committee re-
sponsible expected to be in-
augurated in the coming 
weeks. 
According to him, the Min-
istry of Information would 
also establish a legal services 
department for the first time 
to facilitate access to justice for 
media practitioners and sup-
port the principles of open 
governance. 
In her remarks, the Acting 
Chairperson of the Kano State 
Public Complaints and Anti-

Kano Establishes Small Towns Water  
Agency, Appoints Acting Management Team

THE Kano State Government has established the Kano State 
Small Towns Water Supply Agency (KASSTOWA) as part of 

efforts to strengthen water supply services and improve access 
to clean and safe water in rural and semi-urban communities 
across the state. 
The State Commissioner for Water Resources, Dr Dahiru M. 
Hashim, announced the development in a statement follow-
ing the official launch of the agency, which was approved by 
Governor Abba Kabir Yusuf. 
Hashim disclosed that Engr. Sani Bala Danbatta had been ap-
pointed Acting Managing Director, while Aminu Mamman Yaro 
was named Acting Deputy Managing Director, alongside oth-
er directors appointed to oversee the agency’s operations. 
He explained that the agency was established to improve wa-
ter service delivery in underserved communities through the 
effective management and coordination of regional water sup-
ply schemes. 
The commissioner charged the newly appointed management 
team to accelerate ongoing interventions and sustain the pace 
of work across the regional water schemes. 
He noted that the agency’s activities would complement ex-
isting government initiatives, including water reticulation and 
pipeline expansion projects aimed at improving access to 
potable water across the state. 
As part of efforts to strengthen the agency’s operational capacity, 
Hashim also presented newly branded vehicles to the man-
agement team to enhance field mobility and facilitate effec-
tive service delivery. 
The commissioner reaffirmed the state government’s com-
mitment to revitalising the water sector, expanding water sup-
ply infrastructure and ensuring equitable access to clean and 
safe water for residents across Kano State. 
He attributed the administration’s renewed focus on the sec-
tor to Governor Yusuf’s leadership, stressing that the govern-
ment would continue to prioritise sustainable water supply, 
particularly in rural and semi-urban communities.

butions from members of the 
Yoruba community to benefit 
from their wealth of experi-
ence and identify their critical 
needs. 
He reiterated his administra-
tion’s commitment to the 
well-being, security and pros-
perity of all residents, irre-
spective of their ethnic, reli-
gious or cultural back-
grounds. 
Yusuf also reaffirmed his sup-
port for President Tinubu’s 
re-election in 2027, stressing 
the need to respect the prin-
ciple of power rotation. 
He noted that the North had 
agreed to support the South to 
retain the presidency until 
2031, after which power 
should return to the North. 

Corruption Commission 
(PCACC) and member of the 
OGP State Steering Committee, 
Hafsat Kutama, described the 
media as a vital partner in the 
fight against corruption and 
the promotion of open gov-
ernance. 
Kutama stressed that trans-
parency, public participation 
and accountability could only 
be achieved when citizens had 
access to accurate informa-
tion and were adequately in-
formed about government ac-
tivities. 
“The media is the bridge be-
tween the government’s com-
mitments and the citizens’ ex-
pectations. You are the mirror 
that reflects the reality of gov-
ernance to the people,” she 
said. 
She urged journalists to move 
beyond sensational reporting 
and embrace investigative and 

data-driven journalism capa-
ble of exposing governance 
gaps, holding public officials 
accountable and highlight-
ing government interven-
tions. 
On his part, the Commission-
er for Public Procurement and 
Project Monitoring, Nura Ma’a-
ji, represented by the Perma-
nent Secretary, Abdulrazaq 
Haruna, urged journalists to 
take a more active role in mon-
itoring government budgets, 
procurement processes and 
project implementation. 
Ma’aji noted that media prac-
titioners required adequate 
knowledge and professional 
skills to scrutinise public ex-
penditure, track constituency 
projects and assess the im-
plementation of government 
commitments. 

ital revenue ad-
ministration 
and the im-
plementa-
tion of the 
Easy Tax 
digitisation 
initiative. 
H o w e v e r,  
the project-
ed recur-
rent rev-
enue rep-

resents a 
34 per 
cent de-

c r e a s e  
compared 

with the 
2026 figure. 

On capital fi-
nancing, Yusuf 
said the state ex-
pected N354.37 bil-
lion from grants 

Kano Develops Framework for Media, Communications Policy 

2027: Gov. Yusuf Proposes N1.107trn Budget, Education, Infrastructure, Health Take Lion’s Share
and loans, in addition to an 
anticipated opening balance 
of N60 billion. 
He said his administration, 
between 2024 and 2026, had 
focused on restoring public in-
stitutions, promoting social 
inclusion and investing in ed-
ucation, healthcare, infra-
structure and human capital 
development. 
According to the governor, 
the 2027 budget is designed to 
ensure that ongoing projects 
are not abandoned and that 
reforms in free education, pri-
mary healthcare revitalisa-
tion and urban renewal are 
sustained. 
He further directed Ministries, 
Departments and Agencies 
(MDAs) to strictly comply with 
approved budgetary provi-
sions, procurement proce-
dures, implementation time-

lines and established report-
ing requirements. 
Yusuf also pledged to sustain 
collaboration with the State 
House of Assembly, develop-
ment partners, the private 
sector and other stakeholders 
to mobilise the financial re-
sources and technical sup-
port required for effective im-
plementation of the proposed 
budget. 
Speaker of the Assembly, Rt. 
Hon. Ismail Falgore, com-
mended the governor’s com-
mitment to the early presen-
tation of the proposed budg-
et and pledged speedy leg-
islative consideration. 
The speaker urged govern-
ment ministries, departments 
and agencies to prepare to 
appear before the relevant 
House committees to defend 
their respective allocations.
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OPERATIVES of the National 
Drug Law Enforcement 

Agency (NDLEA) have intercepted 
a 25.05kg consignment of 
methamphetamine concealed 
in packs of assorted breakfast 
cereals imported from South 
Africa through the Murtala 
Muhammed International 
Airport (MMIA), Ikeja, Lagos.  
   They also arrested the 56-
year-old trafficker, who had 
lived in South Africa for more 
than two decades under an 
assumed identity. 
   In a separate operation at the 
same airport, the agency 
arrested an American 
professional basketball player 
over a 33.95kg shipment of 
Loud, a potent strain of 
cannabis, from Thailand.  
   NDLEA also uncovered a 

factory producing illegal 
firearms in Kaduna and seized 
tonnes of assorted illicit 
substances in raids across 
Lagos, Ondo, Delta, Edo and 
Osun states. 
   NDLEA said the meth 
suspect, Omokan Isaac 
Babatope, whose real name is 
Chinedu Onwude, was 
arrested at the arrival hall of 
Terminal II of the Lagos 
airport upon his return from 
South Africa. A search of his 
two travelling boxes led to the 
recovery of 25 parcels of a 
white crystalline substance, 
which tested positive for 
methamphetamine and 
weighed 25.05kg. 
   The agency said the parcels 
had been carefully concealed 

inside packs of assorted 
breakfast cereals and cereal-
based food products in an 
attempt to evade security 
screening. 
   The 56-year-old suspect 

A FIRE outbreak yesterday 
razed about 10 shops at 

Oke Isalu Market, along 
Synagogue, Ikotun, Lagos, 
destroying goods worth 
millions of naira. 
   The Guardian learnt that the 
fire destroyed the affected 
shops before personnel of the 
Lagos State Fire and Rescue 
Service, the Lagos State 
Emergency Management 
Agency (LASEMA) and other 
emergency responders 
brought it under control. 
   LASEMA said its Beta Team, 
stationed at Igando, was 
immediately dispatched after 
the agency received a distress 
call and arrived at the scene. 
   “On arrival, responders 
discovered that several shops 
were already on fire at the 
market. Preliminary 
investigations conducted at 

the scene revealed that the 
cause of the fire was yet to be 
ascertained. However, it 
started in one of the shops 
and quickly spread to others, 
ravaging about 10 shops 
before the intervention of 
responders. 

holds both Nigerian and 
South African passports and 
has lived in South Africa for 
more than 24 years. 
   NDLEA said the suspect 
confessed during a 

By Victor Gbonegun 

THE Nigeria Security and 
Civil Defence Corps 

(NSCDC), Delta State 
Command, has sealed seven 
private security companies 
operating illegally in the state 
and arrested 13 security guards 
over regulatory breaches in an 
enforcement operation aimed 
at sanitising the industry. 
   The exercise, conducted in 
two separate operations across 
Asaba and Warri, was carried 
out by the monitoring team of 
the Corps’ Private Guard 
Companies Department, led 
by its Head of Department, 
Deputy Commandant of 
Corps (DCC), Emmanuel 
Peters. 
   The operations followed 
intelligence gathering and 
covert surveillance targeting 
private security outfits 
suspected of operating outside 
the regulatory framework. 

   The NSCDC said the seven 
affected Private Guard 
Companies (PGCs) were sealed 
for operating without valid 
licences, while investigations 
showed that some were using 
licences that had expired. 
   Thirteen security guards 
working with licensed private 
security companies were also 
arrested for various regulatory 
infractions, including failure 
to renew operational licences, 
non-payment of prescribed 
branch fees, unauthorised 
inter-state and intra-state 
relocation, and other breaches 
of established regulations. 
   Delta State Commandant of 
the NSCDC, Commandant 
Chinedu Igbo, commended 
the personnel involved for 
the intelligence-driven 
operations, which led to the 
discovery and closure of the 
illegal security outfits. 
   He described the operation 

Fire destroys goods worth millions at Ikotun market, hits Abuja market 

By Victor Gbonegun preliminary interview that 
he adopted the name 
Omokan Isaac Babatope after 
using forged documents to 
gain entry into South Africa 
and had continued to use 
the identity ever since. 
   He further stated that a 
South Africa-based man, 
Obiora Okoye, contracted 
him to deliver the illicit 
consignment in Nigeria for a 
fee of 20,000 South African 
rand. 
   Also, acting on credible 
intelligence, NDLEA operatives 
at the MMIA intercepted a 28-
year-old American citizen, 
Greene Da’monte Khiree, who 
arrived in Lagos aboard an 
Emirates Airline flight from 
Thailand via Dubai. 
   The suspect, who was placed 
under discreet surveillance 

NDLEA intercepts meth shipment hidden in cereal packs from South Africa 
upon arrival, was observed 
abandoning his two checked-
in bags before attempting to 
leave the airport with only his 
carry-on luggage. He was 
promptly arrested at the 
airport car park. 
   The agency said a search of 
the abandoned bags, both 
bearing his name tag, 
revealed 16 parcels of Loud in 
each, bringing the total to 32 
parcels weighing 33.95kg. A 
tracking device was also 
recovered from the bags. 
   The suspect, a native of 
Savannah, Georgia, United 
States, said he had lived in 
Thailand since October 2025, 
where he played professional 
basketball. He claimed he 
came to Nigeria on holiday to 
build networks for his 
basketball career. 

   “Through the combined 
and courageous efforts of the 
Agency’s Response Team and 
the Lagos State Fire and 
Rescue Service, the fire was 
contained, preventing it from 
spreading to adjoining shops 
and becoming a far more 
devastating inferno in one 
of the busiest commercial 
hubs in the Alimosho axis,” 
the agency said. 
   Officers of the Lagos State 
Fire and Rescue Service were 
alerted at about 10:24 a.m. 
and arrived at the scene at 
around 10:36 a.m. yesterday. 
   Although no casualties were 
recorded, the agency said 
goods worth millions of naira 
were lost in the fire. 
   LASEMA said its response 
team worked alongside 
personnel of the Lagos State 
Fire and Rescue Service from 
Ejigbo and Isolo fire stations. 
 

THE National Emergency 
Management Agency 

(NEMA) said at the weekend 
that about 150 houses had 
been destroyed and at least 10 
people killed or missing 
following a violent 
communal clash between 
Umuoba Anam and Aguleri 
communities in Anambra 
East Local Government Area 
of Anambra State. 
   About 2,000 people have 
also been displaced in the 
conflict, which destroyed 
shops, factories, homes, 
vehicles and other valuable 
property. 
   NEMA’s Head of Operations, 
Enugu Zonal Office, Mrs 
Priscilla Madukwe, disclosed 
the figures when she led an 
assessment team to the 
affected communities to 
evaluate the extent of the 
destruction and the 
humanitarian impact of the 

violence. 
   The team, comprising 
officials of NEMA and the 
Anambra State Emergency 
Management Agency (SEMA), 
was taken to the affected areas 
by the Chairman of Anambra 
East Local Council, Ifeanyi 
Chinweze, alongside 
community leaders and 
security operatives. 
   The communal crisis, which 
erupted in October, 
reportedly left several parts of 

From Lawrence Njoku, Enugu 
NEMA: Anambra communal clash leaves 10 missing, destroys 150 homes

the communities in ruins. A 
traditional ruler’s palace was 
also razed, while hundreds of 
residents were forced to flee 
their homes for safety. 
   The Guardian learnt that the 
scale of the destruction 
prompted the Federal 
Government, through NEMA, 
to dispatch an assessment 
team to determine the extent 
of the damage and identify 
the humanitarian needs of 
affected residents. 

NEMA officials during an assessment visit. 

of unlicensed private security 
companies as a serious 
violation of the law, warning 
that allowing such 
organisations to operate 
without proper regulation 
and supervision could 
undermine public safety and 
expose citizens and corporate 
institutions to additional 
security risks. 
   Igbo stressed that private 
security operations must 
comply with the law, noting 
that regulatory compliance 
was essential to ensuring 
professionalism, accountability 
and effective supervision in 
the industry. 
   He assured the public that the 
command would conduct 
thorough investigations into 
the activities of the affected 
companies and ensure that 
those found culpable were 
prosecuted in accordance with 
the law. 

PERSONNEL of the Nigerian 
Navy Forward Operating 

Base (FOB) Formoso have 
intercepted a wooden boat 
conveying 4,000 bags of 
suspected illegally mined 
black sand in Bayelsa State. 
   The operation, conducted at 
about 7:58 p.m. on November 
11, 2026, at Tebidaba 2 
Houseboat, led to the arrest of 
eight crew members on 
board the vessel. 
   Preliminary investigations 
revealed that the boat’s 
manager, identified as Mr 
Abraham, failed to produce 
valid documents authorising 
the transportation of the 
mineral resources. 
   A document subsequently 
forwarded by a man 
identified as Mr Theophilus, 
who claimed ownership of 
the cargo, was also found 
insufficient to establish the 
legitimacy of the operation. 
   The boat and its cargo were 

secured at Tebidaba 2 Houseboat 
for further investigation. 
However, the vessel was later 
found to be in poor condition, 
with severe water ingress. 
   Consequently, on November 
12, 2026, at about 10:30 p.m., 
the eight suspects, alongside 
the boat and its contents, were 
handed over to the Nigeria 
Police Force at Ologbobiri, 
Southern Ijaw Local Council of 
Bayelsa State. The handover 
was carried out in 

collaboration with the Bayelsa 
State Security Coordinator for 
further investigation and 
necessary action. 
   Speaking on the development, 
the Commanding Officer of 
FOB Formoso, Capt Sunday 
Haruna, commended the 
personnel for their vigilance 
and professionalism. He said 
the interception demonstrated 
the Base’s commitment to 
safeguarding the maritime 
environment. 

A suspect with items recovered by NDLEA. 

• Arrests American basketball player over 33.95kg Loud, uncovers firearms factory 

Navy arrests eight over suspected illegal black sand mining in Bayelsa 
From Julius Osahon 

The suspects. 

NSCDC seals seven illegal security firms in Delta, arrests 13 guards 
From Monday Osayande, Asaba 

Scene of the fire at Ikotun.
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THE Lagos State Traffic Man-
agement Authority (LAST-

MA) has urged motorists and 
other road users to prioritise 
safety, vigilance and strict 
compliance with traffic reg-
ulations as the world com-
memorates the World Day of 
Remembrance for Road Traf-
fic Victims. 
   The General Manager of 
LASTMA, Olalekan Bakare-Oki, 
made the call yesterday in a 
message marking the yearly 
observance.  
   The World Day of Remem-
brance for Road Traffic Vic-
tims is observed every third 

Sunday of November to ho-
nour people killed or injured 
in road crashes, support be-
reaved families and advocate 
safer roads. 
   Recent data from the Federal 
Road Safety Corps (FRSC) 
showed that Nigeria record-
ed 7,156 road traffic crashes, 
resulting in 3,445 deaths and 
22,292 injuries, between Jan-
uary and September 2026. 
   The data also showed that 
Nigeria recorded 10,617 crash-
es, 5,081 deaths and 31,874 in-
juries in 2023. In 2024, the 
country recorded about 9,570 
crashes, 5,421 deaths and 
31,154 injuries, while 2025 saw 
10,446 crashes, 5,289 deaths 

and 33,400 injuries. 
   Since its adoption pursuant 

to United Nations General As-
sembly Resolution 60/5, the 

By Victor Gbonegun

LASTMA, UN urge safer roads as world remembers crash victims
observance has spread to an 
increasing number of coun-
tries across the continents. 
   The day has become an im-
portant tool in global efforts 
to reduce road casualties. It 
provides an opportunity to 
draw attention to the emo-
tional and economic devas-
tation caused by road crashes, 
recognise the suffering of vic-
tims and their families, and 
acknowledge the work of sup-
port and rescue services. 
   Its objectives include pro-
viding a platform for road 
crash victims and their fami-
lies to remember those killed 
or seriously injured; recog-
nising the crucial work of 

RESIDENTS of Lekki Con-
servation Estates Com-

munity Development Area 
(LECECODA) at the weekend 
protested four months of er-
ratic power supply along Or-
chid Road. 
   Orchid Road is a 7.5-kilome-
tre corridor in Lekki, home to 
approximately 200 residen-
tial estates, as well as numer-
ous schools, restaurants, 
shopping malls, supermar-
kets, clubs, churches and 
mosques. 

   The community is supplied 
through the Maroko 33kV 
feeder. However, it was said to 
have recorded a cumulative 
10 hours of electricity sup-
ply in October, despite being 
classified as a Band B cus-
tomer. 
   The President of LECECODA, 
Bode Akinwande, who led the 
protest, said: “For the past 
four months, our communi-
ty has been without mean-
ingful power supply, and our 
repeated efforts to resolve 
the matter through dialogue 
have yielded no result. 

   “Despite the size and the sig-
nificant contribution of LECE-
CODA to Eko Power’s revenue, 
the community has no dedi-
cated injection substation, 
and for five years, the leader-
ship of this community has 
engaged directly with Eko 
Power, and before it, the for-
mer management known as 
EKED. Several meetings have 
been held, and several com-
mitments have been made. 
None of them have been im-
plemented.” 
   He added that when the cur-
rent management of Eko 
Power assumed office, it met 
with stakeholders at Orchid 
Hotel and made further as-
surances to the community, 
but there had been no visible 
progress. 
   He said that on October 20, 
2026, LECECODA wrote for-
mally to the Acting Managing 
Director of Eko Power, Sheri-
fat Adegbenro, outlining the 
community’s concerns and 
requesting a meeting, but 
had yet to receive a response. 
 

THE Nigeria Police Force 
(NPF) has commissioned 

three newly procured opera-
tional gunboats to strengthen 
maritime security and com-
bat piracy, sea robbery, kid-
napping and smuggling across 
the nation’s waterways. 
   The gunboats, acquired in col-
laboration with the Nigeria 
Police Trust Fund (NPTF), were 
commissioned in Lagos for de-
ployment by the Force Marine 
Police. 
   Representing the Inspector-
General of Police, IGP Olatun-
ji Rilwan Disu, at the ceremony, 
the Assistant Inspector-Gen-
eral of Police, Zone 2 Head-
quarters, Lagos, AIG Jimoh Mos-
hood, said the new assets 
would significantly enhance 
the operational capacity of the 
Marine Police. 
   Moshood said the gunboats 
would strengthen the Force’s 
ability to respond to maritime 
crimes and secure Nigeria’s 
waterways, particularly as the 
country prepares for the 2027 
general elections. 
   He commended the NPTF and 
its Executive Secretary, Alhaji 
Mohammed Sheidu, for sup-
porting the acquisition of the 
operational assets. 
   In his remarks, Sheidu reaf-

firmed the NPTF’s commit-
ment to equipping the police 
with modern operational plat-
forms to improve security na-
tionwide. 
   He also commended Presi-
dent Bola Ahmed Tinubu, the 
Minister of Police Affairs and 
the Inspector-General of Po-
lice for their continued sup-
port for policing and security 
operations across the coun-
try. 
   The event was attended by 
senior police officers and rep-
resentatives of key maritime 
stakeholders, including the 
immediate past AIG in charge 
of the Police Maritime Com-
mand, AIG Okunade Nurat 
(retd.); Force Marine Officer, 
CP Adepegba Adetoye; Director 
of Training, NPTF, CP Tony Os-
ifo; CSP H.A. Oduntan (retd.); 
the Lagos State Security Trust 
Fund; and the National Inland 
Waterways Authority (NIWA). 
   The Marine Police officers 
were charged with deploying 
the gunboats responsibly and 
effectively in the discharge of 
their duties. 
   The Force said the acquisition 
was part of its broader efforts 
to strengthen maritime polic-
ing, protect lives and property 
on the waterways and provide 
a secure environment for le-
gitimate economic activities. 
    

Police deploy three gunboats to tackle 
piracy, kidnapping, smuggling
By Eniola Daniel

THE Ooni of Ife, Oba Adeyeye 
Enitan Ogunwusi, Ojaja II, 

has pledged N5 million in sup-
port of the Yeye Afolashade 
Shona Aluko (YASA) Founda-
tion, which seeks to promote 
inclusive education, empower 
persons living with disabilities 
and improve opportunities 
for other vulnerable groups. 
   The monarch made the 
pledge at the official unveiling 
and launch of the foundation 
in Lagos, where traditional 
rulers, disability advocates, 
young widows and other 
stakeholders gathered under 
the theme, ‘No One Is Left Be-
hind’. 
   The foundation was estab-
lished by Dr Yeye Afolashade 
Shona Aluko following her 
personal experience with the 
challenges of securing ade-
quate educational support for 
her son living with a disabili-
ty. 
   About nine years ago, Aluko 
encountered a shortage of spe-
cialised teachers at Ikeja High 
School, where her youngest 
son was enrolled. Rather than 

allow the situation to under-
mine his education, she em-
ployed and paid eight spe-
cialised teachers to support 
him and other children. She re-
portedly sustained the 
arrangement for more than 
nine years. 
   Although her intervention 
earned her recognition from 
the Lagos State Government, it 
also raised concerns about 
the plight of children whose 
parents could not afford sim-
ilar support. 
   Speaking at the ceremony, 
Aluko, popularly known as 
Yeye Bobajiro Odua, said the 
experience inspired her deci-
sion to establish the founda-
tion to extend opportunities to 
other disadvantaged people. 
   She asked what would hap-
pen to children whose par-
ents lacked the financial 
means to provide the spe-
cialised support they needed. 
   “YASA Foundation was born 
from a burden... a burden to 
give voice to the voiceless, 
strength to the weak, and to 
say boldly: ‘You are not for-
gotten,’” she said. 
    

Lekki residents protest four months of erratic power supply
By Eniola Daniel

THE Federal Road Safety 
Corps (FRSC) Sector Com-

mander in Taraba State, Anna 
Attah, has said 72 people died 
in 115 road traffic crashes 
recorded in the state between 
January and October 2026. 
   She said 374 people sus-
tained injuries in the crashes, 
identifying excessive speed-
ing and dangerous driving as 
major causes. 
   Attah spoke during a press 
briefing in Jalingo to mark 
the 2026 World Day of Re-
membrance for Road Traffic 

Victims. 
  Also, the FRSC, Anambra 
State Sector Command, has 
confirmed that one person 
died while eight others sus-
tained injuries in a multiple-
vehicle crash at Agu-Awka, 
Immigration Junction, along 
the Awka-Enugu Expressway. 
   The accident, which oc-
curred at about 8:45 a.m. at 
the weekend, involved a 
Sinotruck trailer, a Toyota 

Camry and a TVS commer-
cial tricycle. 
   The Sector Commander, 
Corps Commander Bridget 
Asekhauno, said preliminary 
investigations pointed to ex-
cessive speed and inadequate 
construction warning signs 
as suspected causes of the 
crash. 
   According to her, an eye-
witness said the trailer was de-
scending a slope when the 
driver noticed a diversion 
sign and attempted to move 
into another lane.

FRSC records 72 road crash deaths in Taraba in 10 months

THE Abia State Vigilante Serv-
ice has arrested two sus-

pected vandals for allegedly 
stealing high-tension elec-
tricity cables in the Nkwonta 
axis of Isuikwuato Local Gov-
ernment Area of the state. 
   The arrest comes barely 
three weeks after soldiers of 
the 143 Battalion of the Niger-
ian Army apprehended 19 sus-
pected vandals, including a 
police sergeant, in the same 
area. 
   The Chairman of Isuikwua-
to Local Council, Chinedu 
Ekeke, who confirmed the ar-
rest, described the develop-
ment as encouraging, noting 
that it reflected growing vig-
ilance and responsiveness 
among security personnel. 
   Ekeke said the arrests were 
consistent with the objectives 

of his earlier public warning 
about security threats in parts 
of the council. 
   He had raised concerns over 
repeated attempts to van-
dalise critical infrastructure in 
the area, including under-
ground pipelines and other 
public assets. 

Abia vigilantes arrest two suspected high-tension cable vandals
   The council chairman com-
mended the Abia State Vigi-
lante Service for its timely in-
tervention and urged securi-
ty agencies operating in the 
area to strengthen intelli-
gence-sharing and collabora-
tion to prevent criminal ac-
tivities.

From Gordi Udeajah

Ooni pledges N5m to support  
disability inclusion foundation
By Ayonote Clement

emergency services; and draw-
ing attention to what advo-
cates describe as the general-
ly inadequate legal response to 
culpable road deaths and in-
juries. 
   Other objectives are to advo-
cate better support for vic-
tims and their families and 
promote evidence-based 
measures to prevent and even-
tually eliminate road traffic 
deaths and injuries. 
   Bakare-Oki said the day was 
not only an occasion to mourn 
those killed in road crashes but 
also an opportunity to renew 
the collective commitment to 
preventing avoidable deaths 
on the roads. 

Protesters

 Scene of an accident where a woman died and a bus driver was injured after a 
Lexus car rammed into the bus at Igando, Lagos. 

Suspects with recovered items

THE National Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC), in 

collaboration with the United 
Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime (UNODC), has visited 
the Nigerian Correctional Serv-
ice (NCoS), Ondo State Com-
mand, to assess compliance 
with international human 
rights standards in custodial 
centres. 
   The delegation, led by Dr 
Okay Benedict Agu of the 
NHRC and Dr Femi Ajayi of the 
UNODC, comprised legal, 
monitoring and investigation 
officers. It was received by the 
Controller of Corrections, 
Ondo State Command, 
Charles Akanbi Oyewole. 
   Agu said the exercise was 
aimed at assessing custodial 
facilities and determining the 
extent to which they comply 
with the United Nations Stan-
dard Minimum Rules for the 
Treatment of Prisoners, also 
known as the Nelson Man-
dela Rules. 
  He said particular attention 
was being paid to the pre-
vention of torture, protection 
of inmates’ rights and proper 
classification of inmates. 

THE Nigeria Security and Civ-
il Defence Corps (NSCDC), 

Lagos State Command, and 
the Sports Writers Association 
of Nigeria (SWAN), Lagos State 
Chapter, have renewed their 
commitment to strengthen 
collaboration for the protec-
tion of sports infrastructure 
and the safety of athletes and 
other stakeholders in the state. 
   They made the commitment 
at a familiarisation meeting 
between the two organisations 
at the headquarters of the 
NSCDC Lagos State Command 
in Ikeja. 
   The Lagos State Commandant 
of the NSCDC, Mr Adedotun 
Keshinro, received the Chair-
man of SWAN Lagos State 
Chapter, Ambassador Olatutu 
Oladunni, and other members 
of the association. He stressed 
the strategic importance of 
the Corps’ mandate to protect 
Critical National Assets and 
Infrastructure (CNAI), noting 
that sports facilities form an 
important component of such 
assets. 

• One dead, eight injured in 
Anambra multiple-vehicle crash

NHRC, UNODC  
assess human rights 
compliance in Ondo 
custodial centres
By Victor Gbonegun

NSCDC, sports  
writers strengthen 
partnership to protect 
infrastructure
By Glory Sunday
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 LETTER

SIR: Can you tell what will 
happen in January next 

year? Have you seen any hand-
writing on the wall? Does any-
thing suggest to you that any 
new thing will happen? As 
the nation goes to the poll in 
January every one must be 
ready to work towards a suc-
cessful election as long as we 
are still talking about capi-
talist democracy as the pre-
vailing situation in our coun-
try today.  
   In other words, since we 
have not yet adopted a so-
cialist ideology in this country, 
it is mandatory for us to con-
duct a free and fair election. 
However, as at now there are 
signs of our ugly past rearing 
its head. This writer is saying 
that already signs of convo-
luted crisis are emerging day 
by day. It seems the usual pat-
tern of election ridden with 
many hitches and ditches are 
already on the horizon. 
  Threats of violence are al-
ready being made. Yet we 
should not allow our past 
poor record in conduct of 
election to keep repeating it-
self. Brazil has conducted a 

Towards credible elections next year  

Read the remaining part of this  
article on www.guardian.ng

Limits of the Bretton Woods report on Nigeria 
CONTRARY to the perception in some 

government quarters that the 
recent report by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World 
Bank is entirely positive for the health 
of the Nigerian economy, it clearly 
underscores a trend of deepening 
poverty across the country. This reality 
needs to be addressed beyond political 
gestation, or it will become an alba-
tross that will not go away. If anything, 
the sharp contrast between the 
report’s highlights and the economic 
adversity confronting the average 
Nigerian may be a warning against 
wholesale adoption of the Bretton 
Woods standard for assessing peculiar 
economies such as Nigeria’s. 
  It often appears that when the World 
Bank and IMF sing the praises of a 
country’s economy, its citizens strug-
gle to survive under that same econo-
my. This has been an age-old lopsided 
economic syndrome that needs closer 
inspection. Recently, the Nigerian 
economy came under the scrutiny of 
the Bretton Woods Institutions (BWIs), 
which issued a scorecard after its rou-
tine update exercise. It was a balanced 
assessment of strengths and areas 
needing improvement. In a globalised 
and interdependent world, global gov-
ernance agencies shape the economic 
outlooks of nations. Their meddling is 
ubiquitous in developing countries, 
including Nigeria. 
   The World Bank and IMF update, titled 
Nigeria Development Update (NDU), is 
a biannual World Bank report series. 
The current report assessed recent eco-
nomic and social developments and 
prospects for economic advancement 
in Nigeria, within the context of global 
development and prospective out-
looks. It mainly focuses on selected eco-
nomic and policy issues. The report 
addresses a capital audience—“policy-

makers, business leaders, financial mar-
ket participants, and the community of 
analysts and professionals engaged in 
Nigeria’s evolving economy”. 
  According to the Bank and IMF, “Nigeria’s 
growth has remained resilient, while 
higher oil prices have bolstered fiscal rev-
enues and external balances, despite tem-
porarily interrupting the decline in infla-
tion. As stability takes hold, the priority is 
shifting from restoring macroeconomic 
fundamentals to achieving faster and 
more inclusive growth that creates jobs, 
reduces poverty, and improves living 
standards”.   
   The report relates to improvements in 
the country’s external reserves, stability 
in the regime of a flexible exchange rate, 
steady growth in the gross domestic prod-
uct, and a considerable contribution of 
the service sector to GDP; the future pro-
jection of economic growth is forward-
looking. Reeling out macroeconomic 
data, the Bretton Woods institutions 
noted that Real GDP grew by 4.2% in early 
2026, though poverty remains high, with 
50.8% in extreme poverty. The federal 
deficit is projected to widen to 3.5% of GDP 
in 2026.   The active portfolio exceeded 
$16.4 billion. The report put real GDP 
growth projections at 4.1%–4.2% for 2026, 
with inflation averaging 15.1% to 15.7%. 
 Gross international reserves rose to $51.9 
billion by mid-2026. 
  To the developed world, the above figures 
are heart-warming. For the government, 
it is an affirmation that its reform policies 
are not doing badly. But the scorecard 
should not become a tool of propaganda 
for a government struggling to recover 
from widespread public distrust over its 
reforms that have caused hardship for the 
broad masses of the population. In its 
reaction, the government enthused that: 
“These findings confirm that the difficult 
but necessary decisions to remove the 
petrol subsidy, unify the foreign exchange 

market and strengthen fiscal discipline 
have raised revenues, stabilised the econ-
omy and created fiscal space for every 
tier of government to invest in its peo-
ple…The dividends of reform are becom-
ing visible. But more work remains to 
ensure they fully translate into better liv-
ing standards for every household, start-
ing with lower food prices and decent 
jobs for our young people…Our adminis-
tration will stay the course of reform and 
redouble its focus on inclusive growth 
under the Renewed Hope Agenda”. 
   While the update builds on an earlier 
report in April, which affirmed what the 
World Bank and IMF termed “meaning-
ful progress in restoring macroeconom-
ic stability following the implementa-
tion of bold reforms that have impacted 
inflation, external and fiscal positions 
and overall economic growth”, the pre-
sent report is not all about praise, as it 
points out areas for improvement. It 
noted that household incomes had yet to 
improve while the level of immiseration, 
in other words, poverty remained high. 
The spillovers from the conflict in the 
Middle East have not helped matters. 
Inflation rose to 15.4 per cent year-on-
year in March 2026, with a consequent 
spike in international fuel and food 
prices which impacted Nigerians 
adversely.   This reality underscores the 
imperative of stabilising the gains of 
reform through inclusive growth.   
   The economic fundamentals are look-
ing good in terms of macroeconomic 
stats and have even encouraged the rise 
of national capital, exemplified by the 
flourishing Dangote refinery, which has 
largely curbed the scarcity of petroleum 
products. This has come at a cost. Its cost 
is prohibitive relative to the income of an 
average Nigerian who relies on 
petroleum products for energy genera-
tion. Everyone agrees that the reform 
gains have not translated into improved 
living for most Nigerians. The wellbeing 
of Nigerians matters. The reality is that 

Nigerians have slid into multidimen-
sional poverty. The country harbours a 
very high number of out-of-school chil-
dren; acute food insecurity affects about 
30.6 to 35 million people. Indeed, on the 
GHI index, Nigeria ranks 115 out of 123. 
Child health has deteriorated, with 
about 32-33.8 per cent stunting and 11.6 
per cent wasting. The country suffers 
from an effective housing shortage of 
about 28 million. 
   These challenges of nation-building 
and reliance on the development set, in 
other words, external agencies, for solu-
tions are not new and have not worked. 
Since the austerity measures of the 
Shagari administration, Nigeria has 
been subjected to the medicine from 
the BWIs; they have not worked, and 
there are no star pupils among the 
countries in sub-Saharan Africa that 
have heaved a sigh of relief thanks to the 
BWIs. Under the Obasanjo administra-
tion, 1999-2007, the country trod the 
path of the Policy Support Instrument 
(PSI). 
  Today, the country has yet to witness a 
significant change in the production 
relations. The standard of living of 
Nigerians remains a huge challenge 
confronting the government, which 
needs to be tackled head-on without 
playing politics. Some ingenuity is 
required. Corruption and ostentatious 
governance are thriving to the detri-
ment of citizens. So far, government pal-
liative measures such as the proposed 
marginal discount on premium motor 
spirit (PMS) and a new cash transfer pro-
gramme offering N50,000 monthly to 
eligible vulnerable households, as part 
of the scheme called the National 
Emergency Relief and Stabilisation 
Intervention (NERSI), are inadequate in 
a corruption-ridden environment. In 
the face of a faint hope of a better tomor-
row. Nigerians demand accountability, 
transparency and an end to poverty and 
misery. 

free and fair election. Nigeria 
can do it too. But as at now our 
political leaders are not show-
ing good signs of a change in 
their actions. And this is why 
this writer wants to draw the at-
tention of every citizen to the 
demands of a free and fair elec-
tion.  
  Recently a former military 
governor and former Senate 
president (names withheld) 
said there will be trouble if 
anyone tries to rig the 2027 
election. He is not the only one 
to issue threats of violence. The 
question is, do we have laws in 
this country? If we have laws on 
conduct of election why are 
our politicians always ready to 
resort to violence?  One would 
have expected a high calibre 
personality like a former mili-
tary governor and former Sen-
ate president to say the law of 
the land will be used to deal 
with election rigging instead of 
saying there will be violence.  
   More than two presidential 
candidates have also threat-
ened to resort to violence if 
they think election has been 
rigged. In a country where los-
ers don’t often accept defeat 

easily, it is possible for losers to 
claim they lost election due to 
rigging.  This is why this writer 
wants to call on the Independ-
ent National Electoral commis-
sion (INEC) to get its acts right. 
INEC should ensure that no 
loophole is left to be exploited by 
all malevolent forces that may 
try to frustrate its efforts to give 
our country a free and fair elec-
tion.  
   Our ugly past in the conduct of 
election should not be repeated 
in January next year as we go to 
the polls again. Some of the 
challenges that had marred our 
election in the past are being re-
viewed here so that INEC can 
look at those factors and find so-
lutions to them.  
  First, is inadequate training 
and motivation of staff. Like 
any other organisation the 
quality of training and moti-
vation of the staff of INEC is very 
important. One important fac-
tor that has been missing is 
the need to infuse patriotism in 
INEC staff.  

Wale Ajao, a journalist, can be reached 
via waleajao2002@gmail.com



ageable when measured against GDP can be-
come extremely burdensome when measured 
against actual government revenue. 
   This is why the debt-to-revenue ratio deserves 
at least as much attention as the debt-to-GDP 
ratio. According to the World Bank’s October 
2025 Nigeria Development Update, Nigeria’s 
debt-service-to-revenue ratio was approxi-
mately 42 per cent in 2025. The report identi-
fied the high cost of servicing debt relative to 
government revenue as the country’s princi-
pal debt vulnerability. 
    In other words, the problem is not simply 
how much Nigeria owes, it is how much of the 
money Nigeria earns must be surrendered to 
creditors before the government can attend to 
its other obligations. The International Mone-
tary Fund’s June 2026 assessment presents an-
other troubling dimension. Interest payments 
alone were estimated at 53.2 per cent of Federal 
Government revenue in 2025, with a projec-
tion of 53.7 per cent for 2026. 
   These are different indicators. The World 
Bank’s debt-service measure and the IMF’s in-
terest-payment measure should not be con-
fused. But both point to the same underlying 
problem: debt is consuming a substantial 
share of the government’s financial resources. 
When more than half of federal revenue is ab-
sorbed by interest payments, what remains for 
education, healthcare, infrastructure, security, 
housing, agriculture and other development 
priorities? This is the fiscal squeeze Nigeria 
must confront. 
Borrowing in foreign currencies: The ex-
change-rate danger 
There is another dimension of Nigeria’s debt 
problem that deserves particular attention: 
the danger of excessive dependence on for-
eign-currency borrowing. Foreign loans may 
appear attractive because international 
lenders can offer large financing packages, 
sometimes with longer repayment periods 
and relatively favourable interest rates. How-
ever, these loans introduce a risk that domestic 
borrowing does not carry to the same extent: 
exchange-rate exposure. 
   Nigeria earns most of its domestic govern-
ment revenue in naira, but foreign-currency 
loans must be repaid in dollars, euros or other 
foreign currencies. This creates a dangerous 
mismatch. 
    Suppose Nigeria borrows $1 billion when the 
exchange rate is 800 to the dollar. The naira 
equivalent of that debt is 800 billion. If the 
naira subsequently depreciates to N1,500 to 
the dollar, the same principal becomes N1.5 
trillion in naira terms, even before interest and 
other charges are considered. The country has 
not borrowed another dollar, but its domestic-
currency debt burden has increased dramati-
cally. This is the danger of exchange-rate 
depreciation to a country whose revenue is 

predominantly denominated in local currency. 
  Foreign borrowing also exposes Nigeria to 
changes in international interest rates, global 
financial conditions, creditor requirements and 
refinancing risks. Commercial foreign loans, 
particularly those with relatively high interest 
rates or shorter maturities, can become espe-
cially expensive. There is also the question of op-
portunity cost. Dollars used to service foreign 
debt are dollars that cannot be used for im-
porting essential machinery, medicines, indus-
trial equipment and other productive inputs. 
   A country that does not sufficiently earn for-
eign exchange through exports and productive 
economic activities may eventually find itself 
borrowing new dollars to repay old dollar obli-
gations. That is a cycle of financial vulnerability 
no responsible government should encourage. 
The illusion of growth: When consumption 
outruns production 
Perhaps one of the most important issues in un-
derstanding Nigeria’s economic future is the 
distinction between economic growth and pro-
ductive economic transformation. Nigeria’s 
GDP can grow without the country necessarily 
building the industrial capacity required to sus-
tain prosperity. 
   GDP is not fictitious simply because con-
sumption contributes significantly to it. Con-
sumption is a legitimate component of 
economic activity, and services can be highly 
productive. However, an economy whose 
growth is not accompanied by sufficient ex-
pansion in domestic production, industrial ca-
pacity, export earnings and productivity may 
struggle to sustain that growth and generate 
the foreign exchange needed to meet external 
obligations  
   Consider the Nigerian economy. We remain 
heavily dependent on imports for machinery, 
industrial inputs, pharmaceuticals, refined pe-
troleum products and several other essential 
goods. Our manufacturing sector faces persist-
ent challenges involving electricity, infrastruc-
ture, access to finance, foreign exchange and 
production costs. 
   The implication is that a significant proportion 
of the money circulating in the economy even-
tually creates demand for goods and services 
produced elsewhere. When consumption rises 
faster than domestic productive capacity, im-
ports can rise, foreign-exchange pressures can 
intensify, and the economy becomes more vul-
nerable to external shocks. 
  The World Bank’s October 2025 Nigeria Devel-
opment Update highlighted the need for 
stronger productivity, investment and compet-
itiveness to translate macroeconomic reforms 
into improved living standards. Its analysis of 
Nigeria’s rebased GDP also illustrates the struc-
tural challenge. For 2024, agriculture accounted 
for approximately 27.2 per cent of GDP, industry 
16.3 per cent, including manufacturing at 8.1 per 

THERE is a question Nigerians ought to be 
asking with increasing urgency: How much 

more debt can a country accumulate when it 
has not sufficiently expanded its capacity to 
generate the revenue required to repay what 
it owes? 
  Nigeria’s growing appetite for borrowing de-
serves serious national attention. Beyond the 
impressive figures routinely presented in eco-
nomic reports, beyond the argument that the 
country’s debt-to-GDP ratio remains within in-
ternationally acceptable limits, and beyond 
government assurances that the economy is 
on a path to recovery, there is a fundamental 
fiscal problem that cannot be ignored: Nigeria 
is struggling with the cost of servicing its ex-
isting debt, yet continues to seek additional 
loans. 
   The danger is not necessarily that Nigeria will 
default tomorrow. The more immediate dan-
ger is that the country could gradually mort-
gage its fiscal future, leaving successive 
administrations with increasingly limited re-
sources to govern, invest, provide social serv-
ices and respond to economic emergencies. 
   Borrowing is not inherently bad. Developed 
economies borrow. Developing economies 
borrow. Even countries with strong economies 
issue bonds and access international credit 
markets. But responsible borrowing must 
have a clear economic justification. It must fi-
nance investments capable of expanding pro-
ductivity, generating employment, increasing 
exports, improving government revenue and 
ultimately strengthening the capacity to repay. 
The critical question for Nigeria is whether the 
scale and composition of its borrowing are 
producing sufficient economic returns. 
The dangerous comfort of the debt-to-GDP 
ratio 
One of the most frequently deployed argu-
ments in defence of Nigeria’s borrowing is that 
the country’s debt-to-GDP ratio remains rela-
tively moderate compared with that of several 
other countries. On the surface, this sounds re-
assuring. However, it risks confusing two dif-
ferent economic realities: the size of an 
economy and the financial capacity of its gov-
ernment to meet its obligations. GDP meas-
ures the value of economic output. 
Government revenue, on the other hand, rep-
resents the money actually available to the 
government to finance its responsibilities and 
service its debt. 
   A country can have a relatively large GDP and 
still have a weak revenue-generating govern-
ment. This is particularly relevant to Nigeria, 
where the capacity to collect taxes and gener-
ate public revenue remains relatively low com-
pared with the size of the economy. 
Consequently, a debt stock that appears man-

cent and crude oil at 2.2 per cent, while services 
accounted for 54.4 per cent. 
   These figures do not suggest that services are 
unimportant. Rather, they raise an important 
question about the structure of our economy 
and the extent to which economic activity is 
translating into export competitiveness, in-
dustrial jobs and sustainable government rev-
enue. A country cannot indefinitely rely on 
borrowing to finance consumption, imports 
and recurrent obligations without strengthen-
ing the productive sectors that generate the re-
sources required to repay those loans. The real 
measure of economic progress should not 
merely be how much an economy grows, but 
how much wealth it produces, how many jobs 
it creates, how much it exports and how much 
sustainable revenue it generates. 
   The World Bank loans under Tinubu: What ex-
actly are we financing? The volume of World 
Bank financing approved for Nigeria under 
President Bola Tinubu’s administration also de-
serves closer public scrutiny. According to an 
analysis published by The Punch in July 2026, 
the World Bank approved approximately $11.4 
billion in financing for Nigeria between June 
2023 and June 2026. 
   This represents about 78 per cent of the $14.59 
billion approved during the entire eight-year 
administration of former President Muham-
madu Buhari. The figure is significant, espe-
cially when viewed against Nigeria’s existing 
debt-service obligations. It is important to dis-
tinguish loan approvals from actual disburse-
ments. The same analysis reported that 
approximately $2.32 billion of the $11.4 billion 
approved under Tinubu had been disbursed as 
of the latest World Bank database update ex-
amined by the newspaper. Approval does not 
mean that the entire amount has already been 
received or spent. 
   Nevertheless, the scale of the commitments 
raises questions about priorities, implementa-
tion and measurable returns. Consider some of 
the major World Bank financing arrangements. 
In June 2024, the World Bank approved a $2.25 
billion package comprising $1.5 billion for Nige-
ria’s economic stabilisation and transforma-
tion reforms and $750 million for resource 
mobilisation reforms. 
   In September 2024, another $1.57 billion was 
approved for three programmes: $500 million 
for the Human Capital Opportunities for Pros-
perity and Equity Governance programme 
(HOPE-GOV). $570 million for the Primary 
Healthcare Provision Strengthening Pro-
gramme (HOPE-PHC). $500 million for the Sus-
tainable Power and Irrigation for Nigeria 
Project (SPIN). 
To be continued tomorrow. 
Fuhad, a broadcast journalist and public affairs 
analyst, is currently the head of station at Main-
land 98.3fm. 
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By Saheed Fuhad 

Navigating the headwinds of governance  
THE Council of Retired Federal Permanent Secretaries (CORFEPS) 

held its annual colloquium on Wednesday, October 28, 2026, 
at the Rotunda, Tafawa Balewa House, Abuja. The theme was “Nav-
igating the Headwinds of Governance: Centrality of the Civil Serv-
ice.” Mr Boss Gida Mustapha, CFR, the immediate past Secretary 
to the Government of the Federation, delivered the keynote ad-
dress. 
  The keynote argued that the strength of the civil service “is not 
measured by its ability to agree with political authority, but by its 
capacity to advise candidly, implement lawful decisions faithfully 
and account transparently for results.” That capacity, it contend-
ed, cannot be sustained by the service alone, and it therefore urged 
political leaders to “demand results, but provide the authority, re-
sources and professional space required to achieve them.” 
   The keynote further submitted that “honest advice deserves pro-
tection.” The obvious question, therefore, is who provides it. That 
question, who protects the adviser and how, dominated the 
panel discussion that followed. The answer begins with what the 
rules expect of the adviser, and ends with the security of the office 
that leads the service. 
   The Revised Civil Service Handbook (Chapter 6, paragraphs 17 and 
18) describes the Permanent Secretary as the officer in charge of 
a Ministry’s day-to-day administration, its Accounting Officer, and 

“the Chief Policy Adviser to the Minister.” The listed duties include 
advising the Minister on policy, managing resources against agreed 
targets, preparing draft Council memoranda, ensuring that Fed-
eral Executive Council decisions are implemented, representing 
the Ministry on the boards of its parastatals, and managing the 
Ministry’s annual budget from preparation to monitoring. 
   The Guides to Administrative Procedures in the Federal Public 
Service are more explicit. They state that “it is the Permanent Sec-
retary’s duty to advise his Minister impartially and to the best of 
his ability, but it is the Minister who has the final say.” In a serious 
difference of opinion, the Permanent Secretary “has the right to 
set out his views in writing,” and may have them placed before 
the President before the Executive Council decides. The Guides also 
describe the Permanent Secretary as “the Minister’s final adviser,” 
the channel of official communication for the Ministry, and the 
officer with an “unquestioned right to see all communications em-
anating from the Ministry.” 
   The rules, therefore, do more than permit candour. They require 
it, and they provide for dissent to reach the President. Yet these 
provisions are largely observed in breach; today, the common prac-
tice is to place Special Advisers and Special Assistants between the 
Minister and the Permanent Secretary, where they decide selec-
tively what reaches the latter. In the most extreme cases, minis-
ters sideline their permanent secretaries and deal directly with 

directors in the ministry, so that the advice the rules demand is nev-
er heard. Even when that advice does get through, the rules do not 
address what happens to the officer once it has been given. 
Who protects the adviser? 
Under the Public Service Rules, a Permanent Secretary holds office 
for four years, renewable once, subject to satisfactory performance. 
Postings, redeployments, and tenure renewal are discretionary, and 
no procedure distinguishes an officer moved for poor performance 
from one moved because his advice was unwelcome. 
   The keynote identified the consequence. Where officers fear that 
honest advice will cost them their careers, they may offer com-
fortable advice instead, and “a service that cannot speak truth to 
power cannot protect power from its own mistakes.” The cost falls 
on the government, which loses the warning it needed, and on the 
citizen, who pays for the error. 
    Two protections proposed at the panel session would narrow this 
gap without new legislation. The first is that advice should be record-
ed on the file, so that frank counsel becomes evidence rather than 
a private risk. Such a record also preserves the reasoning behind 
decisions for successors and auditors, which is the institutional 
memory the keynote urged the service to protect. 
 
 
Adesola, OON, retired Permanent Secretary, wrote from Lagos.  
 

By Olusade Adesola 

Nigeria’s borrowed prosperity
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By Tayo Olu 

NIGERIA should be producing far more of 
the medicines and medical equipment 

our people need. We have an established 
pharmaceutical industry base, highly skilled 
health professionals, and a substantial 
domestic market. Yet our dependence on 
imported health products remains 
unacceptably high, and many Nigerians still 
travel abroad for treatment. A country with 
our demographic strength should secure a 
greater share of production, employment, and 
specialist services supported by what our 
people spend on their health. 
  This dependence has broad consequences for 
families and for the economy. Exchange rate 
changes can put essential medicines beyond a 
household’s reach. Disruptions far from our 
shores can affect supplies in our hospitals. 
Money spent on treatment abroad sustains 
expertise and facilities elsewhere that we must 
also develop within Nigeria. 
  I established the Presidential Initiative for 
Unlocking the Healthcare Value Chain in 
October 2023 to address these problems. 
Through PVAC, we are bringing Nigerian and 
international investment into domestic 
manufacturing and healthcare services. Our 
objectives are to produce more essential 
health products, improve the care available 
within our country, and create quality 
employment across the sector. 
  This work forms part of the Nigeria Health 
Sector Renewal Investment Initiative (NHSRII), 
which I launched in December 2023 to give 
effect to the health commitments of the 
Renewed Hope Agenda. Its purpose is to save 
lives and reduce the physical and financial 
hardship caused by illness. We are pursuing 
this through stronger governance, better 
health services, domestic production, and 
greater preparedness for health emergencies. 
Through the accompanying compact, the 
Federal Government, states, and development 
partners committed to a common reform 
programme. Under this framework, 
investment in industry must serve the same 
national purpose as investment in clinics and 
hospitals. 
Healthcare as an economic priority 
Nigeria needs more enterprises that produce, 
employ, and compete. Healthcare offers an 

Why we are building Nigeria’s healthcare economy

PROTECTING oil pipelines in the Niger Delta requires more 
than surveillance of facilities and the deployment of secu-

rity personnel. The pipelines run through communities whose 
relationships with operators, access to economic opportunities 
and grievances over local development can influence the secu-
rity of the infrastructure. 
  This relationship between community participation and 
pipeline security was the focus of a recent study by Dr. Oyeinfie 
Emmanuel Jonjon, a sociologist at Ignatius Ajuru University of 
Education, Port Harcourt, who examined Pipeline Infrastruc-
ture Nigeria Limited (PINL)’s approach to pipeline surveillance 
along the Trans Niger Pipeline (TNP). 
  Jonjon, a lecturer and researcher in the Department of Sociol-
ogy, Faculty of Social Sciences, at Ignatius Ajuru University of Ed-
ucation in Rumuolumeni, Port Harcourt, Rivers State, has 
developed what he calls the ‘Weaver Colony Theory of Commu-
nal Living,’ using PINL’s community-based surveillance model 
to examine how host communities, private security contractors 
and statutory agencies can work within a common framework. 
  His paper, published in August 2026 in the American Journal of 
Social and Humanitarian Research (Volume 7, Issue 8, pages 126 
to 145), is titled “Community-Based Surveillance of Oil and Gas 
Pipeline Infrastructure in the Niger Delta: A Theoretical Analysis 
of Pipeline Infrastructure Nigeria Limited Through Structural 
Functionalism and Weaver Colony Theory.” 
  The study examines how host communities, surveillance firms 
and security agencies can share responsibilities in protecting 
oil pipelines while maintaining clearly defined roles. 
  Jonjon believes that the cooperation of host communities is as 
important as the security measures put in place to protect oil 
infrastructure, and oil companies must build lasting relation-
ships with host communities if they want to protect their facil-
ities.  

  Pipeline theft, illegal bunkering, vandalism and production 
disruptions have remained persistent problems in the Niger 
Delta. Jonjon argued that addressing them mainly through se-
curity operations overlooks the influence of host communities 
and their relationships with oil operators. 
  He argued that operators often turn to media campaigns or 
spending on host communities after security incidents, while 
their corporate social responsibility programmes have done 
little to resolve longstanding grievances. 
  The TNP, which passes through communities in Rivers, Imo 
and Abia states, provides the setting for his examination of 
PINL’s operations. The PINL, which was incorporated in 2019 to 
provide engineering, construction, and security services to the 
country’s oil and gas sector, uses community-based surveil-
lance along the pipeline corridor. 
  Jonjon’s argument is based on Structural Functionalism, a so-
ciological theory developed by thinkers such as Émile 
Durkheim, Talcott Parsons and Robert K. Merton. The theory ex-
plains how different parts of society have roles that contribute 
to the stability of the whole. 
  However, he argued that the theory does not fully account for 
power imbalances, historical grievances or disagreements over 
who has the right to speak for a community. It also offers little 
guidance on how private operators should involve residents in 
their day-to-day activities.” 
  He used the Weaver Colony Theory to explain how different 
groups can work together while maintaining their individual 
roles. He described the idea as “Many Nests, One Tree,” which 
was borrowed from weaver-bird colonies.   
  The tree represents the shared physical, economic, social and 
institutional environment, while the nests represent the dif-
ferent groups operating within it. Each group has its own re-
sponsibilities, but must work together for the system to 
function. 
  In the framework, host communities contribute local knowl-

edge, continuous presence and vigilance. A surveillance firm 
like PINL provides professional monitoring, operational coor-
dination and structured engagement. Statutory security agen-
cies and regulators retain their legal authority, enforcement 
responsibilities and oversight functions under the Petroleum 
Industry Act. 
  The model encourages community participation in pipeline 
protection without giving residents or surveillance contractors 
such as PINL powers reserved for statutory security agencies. 
Residents help identify and report threats, while authorised 
agencies remain responsible for enforcement. 
  The theory also links pipeline security to the economic rela-
tionship between operators and host communities. It identi-
fies employment, scholarships and community investment as 
benefits that should go hand in hand with residents’ responsi-
bilities to share information, remain vigilant and facilitate ac-
cess to pipeline facilities. 
  The framework is built around interdependence, differenti-
ated roles, visible contribution, resilience and the enforcement 
of norms. It also stressed that communication, fair represen-
tation, reciprocity and accountability are necessary to sustain 
the arrangement. 
It cited PINL’s recruitment and engagement of more than 
35,000 youths across the Niger Delta to protect installations 
and pipeline corridors, the clearance of longstanding scholar-
ship backlogs owed to host communities, as well as women’s 
empowerment and vocational training programmes in com-
munities along the Trans-Niger Pipeline in the three states. 
  The study also mentioned stakeholder meetings PINL held in 
April 2025 and June 2026, attended by traditional rulers, Com-
munity Development Committees, youth leaders, women’s 
representatives, company officials and statutory agencies. 
 
 
Olu wrote from Abuja. 
 

By Bola Ahmed Tinubu opportunity to build such enterprises around 
a substantial and enduring demand. As we 
expand access to treatment, more of the 
expenditure involved should support 
businesses and skilled work within our 
economy. 
  Good health is fundamental to the prosperity 
we seek. It is both a cause and consequence of 
human capital accumulation. When illness 
keeps a worker at home, a child out of school, 
or a small business owner away from work, the 
cost extends beyond the clinic. A serious illness 
can consume years of a family’s savings.  
Protecting Nigerians from those losses is part 
of building a more productive economy. 
  The government has a direct role in making 
that possible. Ill health undermines 
productivity. Outbreaks can disrupt 
economies. A presidential initiative enables us 
to bring decisions on health, finance, industry 
and investment into a common programme. 
Manufacturers should be able to plan with 
confidence in the rules under which they 
operate. Investors should find government 
institutions working towards the same 
objectives. That coordination is essential when 
a project requires substantial capital and 
several years to reach commercial scale. 
We have acted on production costs 
The Executive Order I signed in June 2024 
provided tax and tariff relief for specified 
machinery, equipment, and inputs used in 
local healthcare manufacturing. Between 
January 2025 and June 2026, the government 
approved more than 24 billion in waivers for 
75 manufacturers. The purpose is to make 
investment and expansion more viable, with 
benefits that carry through to the availability 
and cost of essential products. 
Investment in production and skills 
The manufacturing base is expanding. Ten 
factories producing priority health products 
are being established, including six in 2026. 
These investments cover products as varied as 
medicines, diagnostic tests, medical oxygen 
and mosquito nets. They represent productive 
assets around which further skills, suppliers, 
and investment can develop. 
  The mosquito-net industry provides a clear 
example. Following its 2024 agreement with 
PVAC, Vestergaard announced it will start 
operations at Health Textiles Nigeria from 
September 2026. Similarly, Harvestfield, an 

indigenous firm, is producing dual-ingredient 
nets. Production of advanced insecticide-treated 
nets is now underway, with Nigerian employees 
receiving further technical training. At full scale, 
the companies will produce more than ten 
million nets annually and employ more than 
600 people. 
  For a country carrying a heavy malaria burden, 
the significance is immediate. The benefit must 
reach families through wider access to effective 
malaria protection. Resources devoted to 
preventing disease can also support 
manufacturing employment within Nigeria. As 
production expands, the opportunity extends 
to suppliers and service businesses, and the 
knowledge Nigerian workers acquire becomes 
an asset for the country. We should be able to 
meet more of our own needs and supply 
markets elsewhere in Africa. 
  The same ambition applies to diagnostics. 
Codix Bio’s agreement with the Medicines 
Patent Pool, supported by the World Health 
Organisation, enables the transfer of 
technology from SD Biosensor to manufacture 
rapid diagnostic tests in Nigeria. Partnerships 
like this bring technical knowledge to Nigerian 
enterprises and strengthen their ability to 
produce to international standards. 
  International cooperation is central to this 
effort. Nigeria welcomes investors who bring 
capital, expertise, and a long-term commitment 
to production here. Our market offers 
commercial opportunity with a strong, 
youthful demographic, and successful 
partnerships should leave the country with 
stronger businesses and deeper technical 
competence. That is how investment can 
contribute to economic diversification and, over 
time, greater export earnings. NASENI-Troment 
is another manufacturer using world-class 
technology to produce diagnostic kits locally. 
Better care and greater opportunity 
From the outset, our ambition has also been to 
improve the care available within Nigeria. We 
must develop services that give Nigerians 
greater confidence in seeking treatment at 
home. Investments in advanced diagnostics, 
cancer care, and other specialist services can 
keep more healthcare expenditure within the 
country while creating opportunities for our 
clinicians and researchers. For a family facing 
cancer, access to treatment within Nigeria can 
spare them the added cost of travel abroad and 

long separation from loved ones. 
  I recognise that Nigerians will judge these 
reforms by the care they can obtain and afford 
today. New capacity takes time to reach its full 
effect. Domestic manufacturers still face costs 
that we must address, and local production 
must meet demanding standards of quality 
and competitiveness. Government support 
must result in better products and affordable 
services for Nigerians. 
  Our national health reform framework, 
pursued through a sector-wide approach, 
connects this industrial investment to the 
expansion of healthcare. As we strengthen 
primary care through the Basic Health Care 
Provision Fund and expand health insurance, 
we must ensure that facilities can obtain the 
medicines and diagnostic tests patients need. 
Better purchasing arrangements can turn this 
growing demand into predictable orders for 
manufacturers, supporting investment while 
helping public funds go further. The benefit 
must reach Nigerians through reliable supplies 
and affordable treatment, including in rural 
communities. Medipool, Nigeria’s first 
nationally approved group purchasing 
organisation, was established to pool demand 
for quality medicines and other health 
commodities, negotiate better prices,  and 
provide a more dependable market for local 
manufacturers. 
  The next stage requires sustained attention to 
financing, reliable demand, and the practical 
conditions under which enterprises operate. 
Announced investments must progress into 
production, and production must reach the 
facilities where Nigerians receive care. I expect 
the Coordinating Minister of Health and Social 
Welfare to sustain this work with the relevant 
institutions and private partners. 
  Nigeria’s healthcare needs should support a 
growing source of national prosperity. We can 
build businesses that serve our people, develop 
expertise that stays within our country and 
create products that compete beyond our 
borders. The progress already made gives us a 
basis to pursue that ambition with confidence. 
Nigerians should expect these investments to 
deliver dependable care, more affordable 
treatment and opportunities to earn a decent 
living. 
President Tinubu is the Commander-in-Chief, 
Federal Republic of Nigeria.
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By Bankole Orimisan 

Managing Director/Chief Executive Officer, Development Bank of Nigeria (DBN), Dr. Tony Okpanachi 
(left)and Executive Vice President, Intra-African Trade and Export Development, Afreximbank, Mrs Kanayo 
Awani, during the Afreximbank–Development Bank of Nigeria US$75 million SME Finance Facility signing 
ceremony at the CANEX WKND 2026 opening ceremony in Lagos.

NAICOM targets 10% insurance 
contribution to GDP 

THE National Insurance 
Commission (NAICOM) 

has unveiled plans to raise 
the insurance industry's con-
tribution to gross domestic 
product (GDP) to 10 per cent 
through stronger capitalisa-
tion, improved corporate 
governance, regulatory 
reforms and accelerated digi-
tal transformation. 
  The Commissioner for 
Insurance, Olusegun 
Omosehin, disclosed this at 
the 2026 Insurance Directors' 
Conference in Lagos, saying 
the ambitious target would 
require fundamental 
changes in industry opera-
tions, stronger accountability 
and a modern regulatory 
framework. 
   He noted that while the 
banking industry had made 
significant progress in 
expanding its contribution 
to the economy, the insur-
ance sector needed to acceler-
ate market penetration, close 
coverage gaps and leverage 

technology to unlock its 
growth potential. 
Omosehin identified the 
implementation of the 
Nigerian Insurance Industry 
Reform Act (NIIRA) 2025 as 
central to the transformation, 
noting that the legislation 
provides a modern frame-
work for strengthening trans-
parency, consumer confi-
dence and financial stability. 
According to him, the new 
framework, supported by 
higher minimum capital 
requirements (MCR) and the 
introduction of risk-based 
capital (RBC) regime would 
improve insurers' capacity to 
underwrite larger and more 
complex risks while strength-
ening their financial 
resilience. 
  He added that the establish-
ment of the Insurance 
Policyholders Protection 
Fund would provide an addi-
tional safeguard for policy-
holders in the event of finan-
cial distress involving an 
insurance company. 

Airline operators, customs agents back Tax Ombud on just tax system 

AIRLINE operators, customs 
agents and other private-

sector stakeholders have 
thrown their weight behind 
the establishment of the 
Office of the Tax Ombud, 
describing it as an important 
mechanism for resolving dis-
putes and strengthening fair-
ness in Nigeria's tax adminis-
tration. 
 They, however, called for 
greater harmonisation of 
taxes and levies, improved 
transparency and more equi-

table assessment practices to 
reduce the burden on busi-
nesses. 
 The stakeholders made the 
call at a town hall meeting 
organised by the Office of the 
Tax Ombud in Lagos last week. 
  Vice President of the Airline 
Operators of Nigeria (AON), Dr 
Allen Onyema, commended 
the establishment of the 
office, describing it as an insti-
tutional intervention that pro-
vides taxpayers, including avi-
ation operators, with an 
impartial platform for resolv-

ing complaints and addressing 
grievances. 
  He said the association had 
consistently drawn the atten-
tion of government institu-
tions, including security and 
legislative authorities, to chal-
lenges confronting the avia-
tion industry. 
  Onyema also advocated the 
harmonisation of tax regimes 
to promote fair competition 
and business sustainability, 
particularly for private and 
charter airline operators. 
  The Tax Ombud and Chief 

Executive of the office, Dr John 
Nwabueze, said its mandate 
was to promote fairness, trans-
parency and accountability in 
Nigeria's tax administration 
system. 
  He commended President 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu for estab-
lishing the office, which is man-
dated to address operational, 
administrative and procedural 
grievances relating to taxes, 
levies, regulatory fees and cus-
toms duties. 
  Nwabueze explained that the 
office provides free services to 

Nigerians and offers an impar-
tial platform for resolving dis-
putes through mediation 
rather than adversarial pro-
ceedings. 
  He stressed that the office 
does not determine substan-
tive tax liabilities but focuses 
on addressing gaps in com-
plaint management and pro-
moting voluntary compliance 
by building trust between tax-
payers and revenue authori-
ties. 
Emphasising the importance 
of stakeholder collaboration, 

he urged taxpayers, profession-
al associations, business organ-
isations, civil society groups 
and the media to share their 
experiences and provide con-
structive recommendations. 
  He also commended the 
Minister of Finance and 
Coordinating Minister of the 
Economy, Taiwo Oyedele, for 
his leadership in the ongoing 
tax reforms, assuring stake-
holders of the office's inde-
pendence and commitment to 
resolving complaints prompt-
ly. 

Market capitalisation may hit N230tr after Dangote Refinery listing 
By Helen Oji  

NIGERIA'S stock market 
capitalisation could rise 

from its current N165 trillion 
to N230 trillion after the antic-
ipated listing of Dangote 
Petroleum Refinery on the 
Nigerian Exchange Limited 
(NGX), Bismarck Rewane, 
Chief Executive Officer of 
Financial Derivatives 
Company Limited, said. 
  Speaking at the 15th yearly 
Conference, Investiture of 
Fellows and Induction of 
Associates of the Institute of 
Capital Market Registrars 
(ICMR) in Lagos, Rewane said 
the Nigerian capital market 
had grown significantly over 
the past two decades, expand-
ing from about N2.5 trillion 
to N165 trillion. 
   According to him, the expan-
sion has increased the mar-
ket's contribution to the 
economy, with its capitalisa-
tion now representing more 

than 60 per cent of Nigeria's 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) when measured on a 
dollar-adjusted basis. 
   He said the anticipated list-
ing of Dangote Refinery 
could further transform the 
market's size and composi-
tion, while widening invest-
ment opportunities. 
Beyond its impact on market 
capitalisation, Rewane pro-
jected that the country's retail 
investor population could 
increase from about 2.5 mil-
lion to between seven million 
and eight million following 
the refinery's share offer. 
  He said the offer was 172 per 
cent oversubscribed, reflect-
ing strong investor appetite 
and renewed interest in the 
Nigerian capital market. 
  Rewane, who put Nigeria's 
GDP at about N350 trillion, 
said the market's rapid 
expansion underscored its 

growing importance in 
mobilising long-term 
resources for economic devel-
opment. 
  He also noted that the mar-
ket had become more diversi-
fied, with the entry of major 
companies in the telecom-
munications, manufacturing 
and petroleum sectors reduc-
ing its historical dependence 

on banking stocks. 
  The Chairman of Nigerian 
Exchange Group (NGX 
Group), Dr Umaru Kwairanga, 
said the exchange was ready 
to prepare the allotment of 
shares within 24 hours of the 
Dangote Petroleum Refinery 
public offer, describing the 
development as evidence of 
the market's improved capac-

ity to handle large-scale 
transactions. 
Kwairanga attributed the 
achievement to investments 
in technology and collabora-
tion with registrars and 
other market operators to 
manage the huge volume of 
applications generated by 
the offer. 
He said NGX had deliberately 

taken a major risk by sup-
porting an offer of such mag-
nitude through an entirely 
digital process, from sub-
scription to allotment prepa-
ration. 
However, adequate prepara-
tions and coordination 
among operators ensured 
that the systems functioned 
without major disruptions. 
According to him, the 
exchange brought market 
operators and registrars 
together under a coordinat-
ed arrangement to address 
operational bottlenecks and 
ensure their systems could 
accommodate the volume of 
investors participating in the 
offer. 
He said the experience 
demonstrated how far the 
market had moved from the 
era of manual records and 
prolonged reconciliation, 
when similar processes 
could take as long as one 
month. 
Kwairanga disclosed that the 
offer attracted interest from 
potential investors beyond 
Nigeria, including Ghana, 
Cairo and New York, reflect-
ing growing international 
attention on the country's 
capital market. 

Higher government borrowing pushes FGN bond yields to 17.3% 

THE Federal Government's ris-
ing domestic borrowing 

requirements drove bond 
yields higher in October as 
investors demanded increased 
returns to absorb a larger vol-
ume of debt issuance by the 
Debt Management Office 
(DMO). 
  The DMO increased its bond 
offer to N1.8 trillion from N1 tril-
lion in September, reflecting the 
government's expanding 
domestic borrowing pro-
gramme for the fourth quarter 
of 2026. 
The October auction featured 
three instruments maturing in 
February 2034, September 2036 
and June 2038. 
  Total subscriptions rose to N1.7 
trillion from N1.5 trillion record-
ed at the previous auction. 
However, the bid-to-offer ratio 

ever, came at a higher cost, as the 
DMO raised the marginal rates 
across all three bond maturities 
to attract subscriptions. 
The February 2034 bond cleared 
at 16.99 per cent, compared with 
15.50 per cent at its previous 
issuance, representing an 
increase of 149 basis points. 
Similarly, the September 2036 
bond recorded a 50-basis-point 
increase to 17.29 per cent, while 
the June 2038 instrument rose by 
34 basis points to 17.19 per cent. 
The higher rates reflect the 
increased returns investors 
demanded to commit funds to 
government securities amid the 
expansion in domestic borrow-
ing. 
In the secondary market, trading 
in FGN bonds remained largely 
flat during the week, as subdued 
demand across key maturities 
kept the average yield 

declined to one from 1.5 times, 
indicating that investor 
demand failed to keep pace 
with the significant increase in 
the amount offered. 
The DMO allotted N1.2 trillion to 
competitive bidders, compared 
with N749 billion in September, 
reflecting the larger issuance 
programme and continued 
investor participation in gov-
ernment securities. 
The government also relied on 
non-competitive allotments to 
raise additional funds, generat-
ing another N800 billion in 
October, against N850 billion in 
the preceding month. 
Consequently, total funds 
raised through the October auc-
tion and non-competitive allot-
ments stood at N2 trillion, com-
pared with N1.6 trillion in 
September. 
The increased borrowing, how-

unchanged at 16.46 per cent. 
The sovereign Eurobond mar-
ket, however, recorded a bearish 
performance amid weak 
demand for dollar-denominat-
ed securities. 
Average Eurobond yields rose by 
two basis points week-on-week 
to 7.40 per cent, indicating that 
investors demanded higher 
returns to hold Nigeria's dollar-
denominated debt. 
The development highlights the 
growing pressure that 
increased government borrow-
ing could exert on domestic 
funding costs, particularly as the 
authorities seek to raise more 
resources from the local market. 
Higher yields could also affect 
the valuation of existing bonds 
in the secondary market and 
influence investors' decisions on 
allocating funds across fixed-
income instruments. 

By Isaac Chibuife 

By Helen Oji 
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Experts urge insurers, PFAs to leverage improved capital for growth 

ACCESS Holdings Plc is drawing a growing share of its banking prof-
its from outside Nigeria, as stronger earnings from its African and 

international operations helped lift group performance and comple-
ment contributions from its domestic business. 
  The shift, alongside a sharp reduction in credit-loss charges and 
improved income from banking services, is reshaping the group's 
earnings profile and providing a stronger base for its recovery. 
  The group's nine-month financial statements to September 2026 
show that profit before tax rose by 8.3 per cent to N667.36 billion, from 
N616.25 billion in the corresponding period of 2025, while profit after 
tax (PAT) increased by 5.9 per cent to N474.17 billion. 
  A closer look at the results, alongside the half-year report released on 
the same day, shows that the group made considerable progress in the 
third quarter. Lower charges against bad loans, higher interest 
income and contributions from its international businesses helped 
lift quarterly profit following a less impressive performance in the first 
half of the year. 
  There were, however, changes in the geographical sources of earn-
ings, the cost of managing credit risks and the contributions of differ-
ent banking activities. The developments provide a clearer picture of 
how the group is improving its financial position and where its next 
phase of growth is coming from. 
  Perhaps the most striking feature of Access Holdings' nine-month 
performance is the growing contribution of its offshore businesses. 
The geographical breakdown of its financial statements shows that 
profit before tax from international operations increased from 
N195.58 billion in the first nine months of 2025 to N364.19 billion in the 
corresponding period of 2026, representing an expansion of about 
86.2 per cent. Rest of Africa operations also recorded an improvement, 
with profit before tax rising by 32 per cent from N242.50 billion to 
N320.01 billion. 
   Nigeria, however, moved in the opposite direction. PAT from the 
domestic segment fell from N260.78 billion to N131.81 billion. The half-
year figures explain how the shift developed during the year. As of 
June, profit before tax from Nigeria stood at N121.43 billion, while Rest 
of Africa and international operations recorded N218.9 billion and 
N244.72 billion, respectively. 
  By September, Nigeria had added N10.38 billion to its half-year contri-

bution. 
Rest of Africa added N101.11 billion, while international operations 
contributed another N119.47 billion. 
   This means that most of the additional profit recorded across these 
geographical segments between June and September came from out-
side Nigeria. It also explains why the group's international businesses 
have become increasingly important to its overall performance. 
  The nine-month results show that operations outside Nigeria 
accounted for 82.2 per cent of the Banking Group's profit before tax, 
compared with 79.8 per cent at the half-year. International banking 
subsidiaries contributed 43.7 per cent, Rest of Africa 38.5 per cent and 
Nigeria 17.8 per cent. 
  This growing international contribution provides another source of 
earnings for the group and reduces the extent to which its overall per-
formance depends on its domestic banking operations. 
   It also reflects the financial importance of the network Access 

Holdings has built across different African markets and other interna-
tional locations. Its activities in trade finance, transaction banking, 
payments and treasury services provide opportunities to earn 
income across different markets. 
The development is particularly significant because the group's inter-
national operations are no longer simply supporting its expansion 
strategy. Their contribution to profits has become central to its overall 
financial performance. 
Lower credit costs change earnings picture 

ANOTHER major improvement in the results is the reduction in 
impairment charges, which fell by 73.5 per cent to N92.91 billion 

from N349.99 billion in the first nine months of 2025. 
Banks set aside impairment provisions to cover loans and other finan-
cial assets that may not be fully recovered. These charges reduce the 
income available for profit, making their movement an important 
part of assessing a bank's performance. 

How Access Holdings leveraged overseas operations for profitability 

INSURANCE and pension 
operators have been urged 

to translate fresh capital 
mobilisation into stronger 
institutions, wider market 
coverage and improved oper-
ational efficiency, as increased 
capital alone cannot guaran-
tee sustainable growth. 
Former Chief Executive 
Officer of the Pension 
Operators Association of 

Nigeria (PenOp), Oguche 
Aguda, and Chief Economist 
of United Capital Plc, Ayodele 
Akinwunmi, made the call at 
the 11th yearly National 
Conference of the Nigerian 
Association of Insurance and 
Pension Editors (NAIPE) in 
Lagos. 
They said operators must look 
beyond balance-sheet expan-
sion and deploy additional 
capital to strengthen technol-

ogy, improve service delivery 
and build the capacity to sup-
port the wider economy. 
Aguda, Founder and 
Managing Partner of HRISP 
Partners, said pension opera-
tors needed a broader trans-

formation strategy built 
around what he described as 
the SCOPE framework: Scale, 
Compliance and regulatory 
awareness, Organisational 
adoption of technology, 
People strategy and culture, 

and External engagement and 
differentiation. 
Presenting a paper titled 'Post-
Recapitalisation and Market 
Dynamics in Nigerian Pension 
Industry', he said the indus-
try's ability to achieve 

economies of scale, strength-
en compliance, embrace tech-
nology and develop a compet-
itive workforce would deter-
mine its capacity to respond 
to emerging opportunities. 

Executive Director, Wholesale Banking, First City Monument Bank (FCMB), Obaro Odeghe(left); Managing Director, Seven-Up Bottling Company, 
Sari El-Kahlil; Managing Director/CEO, FCMB,  Yemisi Edun and the Bank's National Head of Sales, Emmanuel Comla, at the commissioning cere-
mony of Polysmart's new factory in Ileke town in Ogun State.

By Bankole Orimisan 

By Benjamin Alade 

Optimus Bank grows H1 PAT by 104% 

OPTIMUS Bank Limited has 
reported a 103.9 per cent 

year-on-year increase in profit 
before tax (PBT) to N24.55 bil-
lion for the half-year ended 
June 30, 2026, compared with 
N12.04 billion recorded in the 
corresponding period of 2025. 
  The performance coincided 
with an upgrade of the bank's 
credit ratings by Agusto & Co. to 
A- (long-term) and A1 (short-
term), with a stable outlook. 
The bank attributed the 
growth to increased interest 
income, an expanded balance 
sheet and a strengthened capi-
tal position, which it said had 
enhanced its capacity to sup-
port customers across key sec-
tors of the economy. 
  Interest income rose by 101.9 
per cent to N42.42 billion from 
N21.01 billion in the correspon-
ding period of 2025, while prof-
it after tax (PAT) increased by 
84.3 per cent to N15.96 billion 
from N8.66 billion. 
  Total assets expanded by 65.3 
per cent to N472.69 billion as of 
June 30, 2026, compared with 

N286.02 billion at the end of 
December 2025. 
  Customer deposits increased 
by 10.7 per cent to N126.32 bil-
lion from N114.12 billion at year-
end 2025, while gross loans 
and advances rose by 26.2 per 
cent to N149.12 billion from 
N118.16 billion. 
  Shareholders' equity also grew 
by 222.7 per cent to N229.8 bil-
lion from N71.2 billion at the 
end of 2025, driven by addi-
tional capital from the recapi-
talisation exercise and 
retained earnings. 
As of the end of the half-year, 
the bank's Capital Adequacy 
Ratio (CAR) stood at 53 per cent, 
significantly above the 10 per 
cent regulatory minimum for 
banks with a national licence. 
Agusto & Co. cited the bank's 
strong capitalisation, liquidity 
profile and profitability 
among the key factors under-
pinning its assessment. 
The rating upgrade, according 
to the bank, reflects progress in 
strengthening its financial 
position and managing its risk 
assets. 

TAJBank wins best non-interest bank award 

TAJBank Limited, Nigeria’s 
largest non-interest bank, has, 

for the fifth consecutive time, 
won the Non-Interest Bank of the 
Year Award at the BusinessDay 
Media Limited’s Banks and Other 
Financial Institutions (BAFI) 
Awards 2026. 
   The Founder and Managing 
Director of TAJBank, Hamid Joda, 
said the recognition reinforced 
the bank’s responsibility to 
widen access to non-interest 
banking and deliver transparent 
and customer-focused financial 

ment, dedicated staff and most 
importantly, our valued cus-
tomers, whose confidence contin-
ues to inspire us. 
  “We see this award not merely as 
a celebration of our achieve-
ments, but as a renewed call to 
deepen financial inclusion, 
strengthen our commitment to 
ethical banking and develop 
innovative solutions that meet 
the evolving needs of our cus-
tomers,” Joda said. 
   In his remarks, the Co-
Founder/Executive Director of 
TAJBank, Sheriff Idi, said the 
award reflected the bank’s 

services that meet the needs of 
individuals, businesses and 
underserved communities. 
   Joda, according to a statement 
issued at the weekend by the 
bank’s Head of Marketing 
Communications, Isiaka Wakili, 
thanked the management of 
BusinessDay Media Ltd for recog-
nising TAJBank’s contributions to 
the nation’s non-interest banking 
industry. 
  “We are deeply honoured to 
receive the Non-Interest Bank of 
the Year Award at the 2026 BAFI 
Awards. This recognition belongs 
to our Board of Directors, manage-

progress in building a distinctive 
identity in Nigeria’s financial serv-
ices industry. 
  He noted that TAJBank had contin-
ued to strengthen its market posi-
tion through customer-focused 
solutions, operational innovation 
and a business model designed to 
meet the diverse financial needs of 
its growing clientele. 
   He said the award would spur the 
bank to consolidate its gains, 
explore new growth opportuni-
ties and deliver greater value to 
customers while reinforcing its 
position in the nation’s non-inter-
est banking sector. 
 
 
 

For several years, offshore operations were 
little more than cost centres. But the 2026 
nine-month financial statement of Access 
Holdings Plc suggests that Nigerian banks 
are reaping significant value from their out-
posts, ABIGAIL IKHAGHU reports. 
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How wildlife trafficking fuels money laundering, organised crime in Nigeria 

public officials. 
International payments are routed through 
underground banking systems, while 
exporters use cover companies and manipu-
late bills of lading to conceal the origin or des-
tination of shipments. 
  The investigation also identified links 
between wildlife trafficking and the expand-
ing synthetic drug trade in West and Central 
Africa. Nigeria remains an important transit 
and destination country for synthetic sub-
stances, with the Global Initiative Against 
Transnational Organised Crime reporting 
increased imports of tramadol and codeine 
in 2025. 
  The EIA identified two wildlife trafficking net-
works also involved in synthetic drug traffick-
ing in Nigeria. One large-scale trader alleged-
ly had strong connections with senior 
Nigerian officials, although the extent of the 
officials’ involvement in either criminal activ-
ity remained unconfirmed. 
  The findings illustrate how wildlife traffick-
ing intersects with drug trafficking, corrup-
tion and money laundering, with legitimate 
businesses and financial systems providing 
cover for illicit operations. 
Arrests rarely lead to convictions 

The EIA's analysis of wildlife crime cases 
between 2021 and 2026 recorded 58 inci-

dents in Nigeria. Twenty-two resulted in the 
arrest of 72 suspects, while 19 suspects were 
charged across six incidents. Only 12 convic-
tions were recorded across four incidents. 
This represents an 18 per cent conversion rate 
from incidents involving arrests to recorded 
convictions. 
  The agency's court monitoring found that 
trials were uncommon, with guilty pleas fre-
quently used to conclude cases without sub-
stantial evidence being tested in court. 
   In July 2023, four defendants convicted by a 
Federal High Court in Lagos for trafficking 
pangolin scales and ivory tusks were given 
the option of six years' imprisonment or pay-
ing fines. They chose the fines and reportedly 
left the country days later. 
  The EIA attributed poor prosecution out-
comes to corruption, inadequate investiga-
tive capacity, weak legal frameworks and 
poor inter-agency cooperation. It also raised 
concerns about selective enforcement, in 
which economically vulnerable local partici-
pants face prosecution while influential 
transnational actors remain beyond investi-
gators' reach. 
  Across West and Central Africa, recorded 
wildlife crime incidents between 2021 and 
2026 resulted in 685 arrests and at least 69 
convictions, representing a 10 per cent con-
version rate. Earlier EIA analysis found that 
Nigerian authorities intercepted 63 illegal 
wildlife shipments between 2010 and 2021, 
but only 11 resulted in court cases, none of 
which led to imprisonment. 
   The agency argued that concentrating on 
low-level participants has limited impact 
because they can easily be replaced, while fin-
anciers, logistics coordinators and those 
managing proceeds remain protected. 
  It acknowledged gaps in publicly available 
wildlife crime data, noting that reports often 
document seizures and arrests without sub-
sequent court outcomes. The absence of cen-
tralised electronic court records also makes it 
difficult to track cases and establish reliable 
prosecution rates. 
Regional cooperation remains weak 

The EIA said investigations involving multi-
ple jurisdictions require stronger coopera-

tion among countries. A 2025 regional round-
table involving Nigeria, Cameroon and the 
Republic of the Congo identified difficulties 
in responding to requests for information, 
despite existing channels through INTERPOL 
and the World Customs Organisation. 

NIGERIA’S illegal wildlife trade is increas-
ingly linked to money laundering, cor-

ruption and organised crime, as trafficking 
networks exploit informal financial channels, 
property markets and weaknesses in law 
enforcement to conceal illicit proceeds. 
   Beyond smuggling pangolin scales, ivory 
and other wildlife products across interna-
tional borders, criminal networks use finan-
cial intermediaries, legitimate businesses and 
real estate investments to disguise transac-
tions and integrate profits into the economy. 
   An investigation by the London-based 
Environmental Investigation Agency (EIA), 
titled Beyond Africa: The Persistence of 
Wildlife Trafficking Networks in West and 
Central Africa, exposes how trafficking net-
works operating in Nigeria exploit informal 
money transfers, cross-border financial chan-
nels and the property sector to launder pro-
ceeds. 
   Drawing on more than six years of research, 
the report describes wildlife trafficking in 
Nigeria and the wider West and Central 
African region as a financially sophisticated 
criminal enterprise sustained by corruption, 
weak enforcement and links with drug traf-
ficking. 
  The networks extend beyond hunters, mid-
dlemen and exporters to include financial 
intermediaries, corrupt officials and transna-
tional criminal groups that facilitate the 
movement of wildlife products and illicit 
funds. 
   The EIA faulted enforcement strategies that 
concentrate on intercepting contraband and 
arresting low-level operators without disman-
tling the networks behind the trade. Seizures 
and arrests, it said, rarely translate into convic-
tions or deterrent sentences, allowing traffick-
ers to relocate operations and adopt alterna-
tive concealment methods. 
Informal transfers, property used to laun-
der proceeds 

One method involves money exchangers 
who receive payments from internation-

al buyers without direct cross-border bank 
transfers. A Nigerian trader expecting pay-
ment from a buyer in China may instruct an 
intermediary to provide a Chinese bank 
account into which the buyer deposits the 
money. 
  The exchanger or an associate in Nigeria sub-
sequently releases the equivalent amount in 
naira to the trader through a bank transfer or 
cash payment. Some transactions pass 
through business accounts and are disguised 

as payments for legitimate goods and servic-
es. This arrangement allows buyers and sell-
ers to transfer value without a direct interna-
tional transaction, making the proceeds 
harder to trace. 
  The property market has also become an 
attractive destination for illicit wealth. A 
2024 Economic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC) report classified 
Nigeria’s real estate sector as having a medi-
um-to-high risk of money laundering. In 
February 2026, the commission again raised 
concerns about criminals using property 
transactions to conceal illicit wealth. 
EIA investigations found that wildlife traffick-
ers were among those exploiting the sector, 
acquiring properties in Nigeria and overseas. 
  Although Nigeria has strengthened its anti-
money laundering and anti-corruption 
frameworks, with reforms recognised by the 
Financial Action Task Force in 2025, criminal 
networks continue to exploit informal finan-
cial systems, trade finance and weaknesses in 
non-financial sectors. 
  The EIA said it was sharing intelligence with 
Nigerian authorities to identify and disrupt 
influential individuals exploiting the finan-
cial system. 
Bribery facilitates shipments through 
ports 

The investigation found that traffickers 
conceal illegal wildlife products, includ-

ing pangolin scales, in legitimate commodi-
ties such as moringa seeds, cashew nuts, cow 
horns and ginger. 
  In recent cases, pangolin scales were packed 
in two layers of jute sacks and positioned at 
the centre of containers, surrounded by legit-
imate products. The arrangement exploited 
inspection practices in which customs offi-
cers reportedly concentrated checks on pack-
ages near container entrances. 
  Although scanners were introduced at 
Onne Port, Port Harcourt, in 2021 to improve 
cargo inspection, EIA intelligence indicated 
that officers could be bribed to allow contain-
ers to bypass scanning or prevent further 
action when illegal products were detected. 
  The agency said detection technology 
would have limited impact without address-
ing corruption among officials responsible 
for enforcing regulations. 
  According to the report, traders routinely 
make advance payments to transporters, 
including money set aside for bribes at 
checkpoints and other enforcement points. 
Wildlife products arriving in Nigeria are 
transported by road to consolidation centres 
before being exported through seaports and 
airports. 
  Bribes are allegedly paid to security person-
nel to avoid vehicle searches or secure the 
release of seized goods. At seaports, pay-

ments reportedly go to officers responsible 
for inspecting and sealing containers, scan-
ning personnel and other port authorities. 
  Air cargo shipments also involve payments 
to airline staff and airport officials. The EIA 
uncovered cases of carved ivory jewellery 
being smuggled out of Nigeria by passengers 
wearing the items, with airport personnel 
allegedly bribed to facilitate passage through 
security checks. 
  The Nigeria Customs Service (NCS) was iden-
tified as a major institution exploited by traf-
fickers. Some traders reportedly maintain 
senior contacts within the service to coordi-
nate the movement of illegal consignments 
and distribute bribes to security agencies 
along export routes. 
  One account described how payments were 
arranged with officials in different customs 
units, including personnel who assessed illic-
it consignments and determined the 
amounts required for their passage. 
Payments were sometimes made through 
bank transfers, while container numbers 
were circulated within customs to facilitate 
clearance. 
  The report also alleged that some officials 
profit from intercepted wildlife products by 
reselling seized goods to traders, sometimes 
after receiving bonuses or promotions for 
making the seizures. 
Wildlife and drug trafficking networks con-
verge 

The EIA observed changes in traffickers’ pay-
ment methods, including increased bank 

transfers between actors in the supply chain 
as the naira depreciated and cash transac-
tions became less convenient. Such transfers 
also reportedly include payments of bribes to 

A report by the Environmental 
Investigation Agency (EIA) on 
illegal wildlife trade found that 
weak inter-agency coordination, 
corruption and poor financial 
investigations allow influential 
financiers, exporters and inter-
national buyers to escape prose-
cution while enforcement agen-
cies concentrate on couriers and 
low-level traders. EIA and conser-
vationists urged the government 
to strengthen financial investiga-
tions, prosecute corrupt officials 
and criminal financiers, improve 
cross-border intelligence-shar-
ing, establish a national wildlife 
crime database and secure presi-
dential assent to the Endangered 
Species Conservation and 
Protection Bill, CHINEDUM 
UWAEGBULAM reports.

Seized pangolin scales in Nigeria

”

“I am also concerned about the 
lack of transparency and 

accountability in tracking wildlife 
crime cases. It is not enough to 

announce that several tonnes of 
pangolin scales or elephant ivory 

have been seized. Nigerians 
should know what happened to 

the suspects, whether the inves-
tigations identified the financiers, 

whether the cases resulted in 
convictions and whether pro-

ceeds of crime were recovered. 

Read the remaining story on www.guardian.ng 
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COREN plans enforceable framework for valuing engineering services

THE Council for the 
Regulation of 

Engineering in Nigeria 
(COREN) plans to introduce 
a gazetted and enforceable 
framework for recognising 
and valuing engineering 
services in the public and 
private sectors. 
  The President of COREN, 
Prof. Sadiq Abubakar, dis-
closed this at the 48th 
Annual Conference and 
Annual General Meeting of 
the Association of 
Consulting Engineering in 
Nigeria (ACEN) in Lagos. 
Represented by COREN Vice 
President and Managing 
Director of Kenol Nigeria 
Limited, Olu Ogunduyile, 

Abubakar said the proposed 
framework would cover 
engineers, technologists, 
technicians and craftsmen. 
  He said the initiative, dis-
cussed at the council's 
recent assembly, would 
ensure that engineering 
competence receives appro-
priate recognition, strength-
en professional standards 
and improve public safety. 
   The framework would 
bring together COREN, 
ACEN and four engineering 
associations: the Nigerian 
Society of Engineers (NSE), 
Nigerian Association of 
Technologists in 
Engineering (NATE), 
Nigerian Institution of 
Safety Engineers (NISET) and 
Nigerian Association of 

Engineering Craftsmen. 
  Abubakar said stakeholders 
would have further opportu-
nities to contribute before 
the document was submit-
ted to the council for consid-
eration and gazetting. He 
urged engineers to partici-
pate in the process, stressing 
that every cadre deserved 
recognition for its contribu-
tion to engineering practice. 
  He also challenged profes-
sionals to adopt artificial 
intelligence (AI) while main-
taining ethical standards 
and accountability for pub-
lic safety. 
  According to him, AI could 
improve engineering 
design, digital twins, predic-
tive maintenance, power 

By Abigail Ikhaghu

networks and project deliv-
ery but could not replace 
professional judgment. 
“Algorithms may support 
decisions, but they cannot 
replace sound engineering 
judgment, ethical conduct, 
or accountability for public 
safety. Innovation without 
integrity is not progress,” he 
said. 
  Abubakar identified contin-
uous professional develop-
ment, professional stan-
dards and durable infra-
structure as priorities for 
engineers responding to 
technological changes. He 
urged ACEN members to 
strengthen collaboration 
with COREN, universities, 
industry and technology 

innovators to develop local 
engineering solutions and 
reduce dependence on 
imported technologies. 
  He also called on engineers 
to mentor younger profes-
sionals, uphold ethical stan-
dards and ensure that infra-
structure projects serve 
public needs. “History will 
not remember us for the 
conferences we attend or 
the technologies we admire. 
It will remember us for the 
lives we protected, the prob-
lems we solved, and the 
nation we helped to build,” 
he said. 
  Also speaking, the 
President of the Nigerian 
Society of Engineers, Ali 
Rabiu, urged consulting 

engineers and built-environ-
ment professionals to apply 
artificial intelligence to 
infrastructure design and 
delivery. 
  Rabiu said Nigeria's indus-
trial growth depended on 
reliable infrastructure and 
called for greater use of tech-
nology to improve produc-
tivity and construction effi-
ciency. He advocated an inte-
grated approach to infra-
structure delivery, covering 
planning, engineering 
design, financing, construc-
tion, supervision, operation 
and maintenance. 
  He also urged engineers to 
patronise local manufactur-
ers and support domestic 
production of engineering 
materials and equipment. 

NCF targets one billion trees in a day to set Guinness World Record

THE Nigerian 
C o n s e r v a t i o n 

Foundation (NCF) plans to 
mobilise Nigerians to plant 
one billion indigenous trees 
in a single day in a bid to set 
a new Guinness World 
Record and restore the 
country's forest cover. 
   The initiative, known as the 
Asiodu One Billion 
Indigenous Trees Legacy 
Project, honours Philip 
Asiodu, immediate past 
President of NCF's Board of 
Trustees, for his 25 years of 

leadership and contribu-
tions to environmental con-
servation. 
  The project was unveiled at 
NCF's 2026 Special 
Celebratory Green Ball and 
Appreciation Dinner in 
Lagos, where former Vice 
President Yemi Osinbajo was 
formally welcomed as the 
new President of the founda-
tion's Board of Trustees. 
   Speaking at the event, 
Osinbajo said achieving the 
target would require the 
participation of federal and 
state governments, busi-

nesses, development part-
ners, civil society organisa-
tions, schools and commu-
nities. 
  He said the foundation 
deliberately set the target at 
one billion trees to give the 
campaign national signifi-
cance and secure a place for 
Nigeria in the Guinness 
World Records. “We decided 
that we were going to plant 
one billion trees in one day. 
Now, some will say, how is 
that even possible? But we 
looked at this very carefully,” 
he said. 

  Osinbajo cited Ethiopia's 
record of planting 385 mil-
lion trees in one day, noting 
that the country was plan-
ning to raise the figure to 
800 million. He said Nigeria 
would work with Guinness 
World Records officials from 
the planning stage to ensure 
the exercise was verified. 
   The project will focus exclu-
sively on indigenous tree 
species, which Osinbajo said 
were better adapted to 
Nigeria's environment and 
would support the restora-
tion of natural ecosystems. 
The initiative also supports 
NCF's Green Recovery 
Nigeria vision to increase 
the country's forest cover 
from about seven per cent to 
25 per cent by 2047. 
  Osinbajo recalled Asiodu's 
role in conservation, partic-

ularly his leadership of the 
Green Recovery Nigeria ini-
tiative launched in 2016 and 
opposition to the proposed 
Cross River State superhigh-
way in 2017 over concerns 
about its impact on forest 
reserves. 
  Lagos State Governor, 
Babajide Sanwo-Olu, com-
mended the initiative, 
describing forest restora-
tion as a responsibility that 
should extend beyond indi-
vidual government admin-
istrations. 
   Represented by the 
Secretary to the State 
Government, Bimbola 
Salau-Hundeyin, he said the 
project must prioritise the 
survival of planted trees, 
protection of indigenous 
species and restoration of 
natural habitats. 

  “Restoration must be more 
than an aspiration. It must 
be a deliberate and sus-
tained national commit-
ment that transcends the 
tenure of any government,” 
Sanwo-Olu said. 
 He urged businesses, devel-
opment partners, commu-
nity leaders and Nigerians to 
support the campaign, 
adding that its success 
should be measured by 
restored ecosystems and 
community participation. 
  Responding, Asiodu 
thanked the foundation for 
the recognition and urged 
greater attention to nurtur-
ing and protecting planted 
trees. He expressed hope 
that the project would 
strengthen efforts to restore 
Nigeria's forests. 
  

NIQS fears construction firms may collapse  
over delayed project payments

THE Nigerian Institute of 
Quantity Surveyors 

(NIQS) has warned that 
delayed funding of public 
projects, prolonged suspen-
sions and mounting 
unpaid contractors' certifi-
cates could push construc-
tion companies out of busi-
ness and undermine infra-
structure and housing 
delivery. 
   The institute's President, 
Dr Aminu Bashir, raised the 
concern in Abuja ahead of 
its 2026 National 
Conference and Annual 
General Meeting, begin-
ning today in Ilorin, Kwara 
State. He appealed to 
President Bola Tinubu and 
relevant government agen-
cies to clear outstanding 
payments, noting that con-
tractors, consultants and 
suppliers were facing severe 
financial pressure from 
unpredictable funding of 
public capital projects. 
  “Housing finance will not 
deliver homes if the firms 
that build them are failing. 

Across the country, contrac-
tors, consulting firms and 
suppliers are under severe 
financial pressure from 
unpredictable funding of 
public capital projects,” he 
said. 
  Bashir disclosed that some 
contractors were struggling 
to recover payments for 
completed work, with accu-
mulated interest eroding 
the value of outstanding 
certificates. In some cases, 
he said, contractors had 
abandoned efforts to recov-
er their money. 
   He also cited instances 
where government agen-
cies asked contractors to 
form committees to pursue 
outstanding payments at 
the Office of the 
Accountant-General of the 
Federation. The payment 
delays, he said, had left con-
tractors unable to settle 
obligations to suppliers and 
subcontractors. 
  He urged the Federal 
Government to prepare 
realistic capital budgets 
backed by available funds, 
release appropriated funds 
promptly, settle certified 

payments within contrac-
tual timelines and com-
plete ongoing projects 
before awarding new ones. 
  “Budgetary provisions 
alone do not build infra-
structure. They must trans-
late into actual funding, 
productive construction 
activity and completed 
projects,” he said. 
  On housing, Bashir said 
Nigeria's deficit, estimated 
at nearly 15 million units by 
the National Housing Data 
Technical Committee, 
required policies that 
addressed both supply and 
affordability. 
  He argued that a house 
could not be considered 
affordable simply because 
its construction cost was 
low; its price must reflect 
the purchasing power of 
intended buyers. He identi-
fied rising building-materi-
al prices, expensive land, 
inadequate infrastructure 
and limited access to long-
term mortgages as factors 
pushing homeownership 
beyond the reach of low- 
and middle-income earn-
ers. 

From Nkechi Onyedika-Ugoeze, 
Abuja
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AEAN urges property seekers to reject inspection 
fees, decries multiple agency charges
By Chinedum Uwaegbulam

From Cornelius Essen, Abuja

Experts seek tougher 
flood control, better 
waste management

arrangements encourage 
unnecessary costs, misin-
formation, duplicated prop-
erty listings and, in some 
cases, create opportunities 
for fraudulent transactions. 
He urged property seekers 
to establish the authority of 
agents before engaging 
them, particularly by asking 
who gave them the man-
date to market the property 
and whether they had 
direct access to the landlord 
or vendor. 
  Ismail also advised 
prospective clients to verify 
the property and the agent's 
mandate independently 
and obtain clear informa-
tion about professional fees 
payable if a transaction was 
successfully concluded. 
  The association's position 
comes amid growing con-
cerns over the cost of secur-

ing accommodation, partic-
ularly in Lagos, where 
prospective tenants fre-
quently contend with addi-
tional charges beyond 
annual rent. 
  The Lagos State govern-
ment had, in April 2025, 
urged estate agency profes-
sional bodies to discourage 
inspection fees, finder's fees 
and other charges it 
described as harmful to ten-
ants and the integrity of the 
real estate profession. 
   In May 2026, the state gov-
ernment also unveiled a 
proposed tenancy law 
aimed at addressing arbi-
trary rent increases, exces-
sive agency charges and 
fraudulent practices by 
unregistered agents. The 
proposed legislation was 
then at the committee stage 
of the Lagos State House of 

THE Association of Estate 
Agents in Nigeria (AEAN) 

has advised prospective ten-
ants and property buyers 
against paying inspection 
fees to estate agents merely 
to view properties, describ-
ing the practice as inconsis-
tent with professional estate 
agency standards. 
  The association said proper-
ty inspection was an inte-
gral part of the agency 
process, enabling prospec-
tive clients to assess a prop-
erty's suitability before 
deciding whether to pro-
ceed with negotiations. 
 The National Chairman, 
Olugbenga Ismail, told The 
Guardian that AEAN did not 
support the collection of 
inspection fees, arguing 
that access to properties 
should not become a sepa-
rate revenue-generating 
activity. 
   Ismail, a former Chairman, 
Lagos branch, Nigerian 
Institution of Estate 
Surveyors and Valuers 
(NIESV), acknowledged that 
estate agents incurred legit-
imate expenses, including 
transportation, communi-
cation, marketing, staff time 
and inspection coordina-
tion, but maintained that 
such costs should not be 
transferred to prospective 
clients through arbitrary 
charges. 
  The AEAN chairman said 
the practice was also linked 
to the proliferation of inter-
mediaries in the property 
market, where prospective 
tenants and buyers often 
encounter several layers of 
agents before reaching the 
landlord, vendor or autho-
rised representative. 
  According to him, such 

President of the Association for Consulting Engineering in Nigeria (ACEN), Kunle Adebajo (left); Representative of 
the Lagos State governor, Babajide Sanwo-Olu and National Chairman of Nigerian Institution of Civil Engineers, 
Tokunbo Ajanaku; Managing Director, MicCom Cables & Wires, Olubukola Adubi; President of the Nigerian Society 
of Engineers, Ali Rabiu; and Representative of the President, Council for the Regulation of Engineering in Nigeria, 
Olaolu Ogunduyile at the 48th Annual Conference of Association for Consulting Engineering in Nigeria (ACEN) in 
Lagos.

A PROFESSOR of Civil 
Engineering, Olumide 

Ogundipe, has advocated 
the use of locally available 
waste materials in road con-
struction to improve pave-
ment durability, reduce envi-
ronmental pollution and 
create jobs. 
   Ogundipe made the call at 
the first inaugural lecture of 
the Federal University of 
Technology and 
Environmental Science, Iyin 
Ekiti, titled “Paving the Way 
to Sustainability: Asphalt 
Innovations for Safe and 
Durable Road Pavement.” He 
identified groundnut husk, 
coconut shell, palm kernel 
shell, snail shell and bamboo 
leaf ash as materials that 
could be combined with 
cement and lime to stabilise 
soils used as road founda-
tions. 
  The highway expert also list-
ed glass waste, polyethene 
terephthalate (PET), hospital 
waste, steel slag, crumb rub-

ber, ceramic tiles and lime as 
materials suitable for modi-
fying asphalt mixtures and 
improving their perform-
ance under varying temper-
atures and traffic loads. He 
said using these materials 
would reduce waste dispos-
al, conserve natural 
resources and stimulate eco-
nomic activities. 
 Ogundipe urged govern-
ment to invest in sustainable 
road infrastructure, engi-
neering research and techni-
cal capacity to address the 
deterioration of Nigeria's 
road network. He said sus-
tainability should guide 
infrastructure planning, 
design, construction and 
maintenance, warning 
against engineering prac-
tices that compromise the 
environment and future 
generations. 
  On road maintenance, he 
identified reflective cracking 
as a major challenge, partic-
ularly when new asphalt 
overlays are laid over exist-

ing pavements with fatigue 
or thermal cracks. He said his 
research showed that stress-
absorbing membrane inter-
layers made from glass fibre, 
modified bitumen and sand 
asphalt could reduce the 
problem when placed 
between existing pavements 
and new overlays. 
  Ogundipe also advocated 
greater use of Reclaimed 
Asphalt Pavement (RAP), 
which allows materials 
recovered from deteriorated 
roads to be reused in new 
asphalt concrete and pave-
ment base layers. 
He said the practice would 
reduce demand for virgin 
construction materials, con-
serve resources and limit 
environmental damage. 
  However, he said wider 
adoption of sustainable road 
construction required 
research funding, institu-
tional support and collabo-
ration among government, 
universities and industry. 
He proposed a national pave-

Assembly. 
  AEAN maintained that 
landlords, developers and 
property owners also had a 
responsibility to appoint 
competent agents, issue 
clear marketing mandates 
and discourage uncon-
trolled chains of sub-
agency. 
  It said its position was 
aimed at promoting a prop-
erty market where agency 
relationships were trans-
parent, professional fees 
were clearly understood 
and clients could verify the 
credentials of practitioners. 
  The association urged 
property seekers to decline 
requests for arbitrary 
inspection payments and 
instead engage verified 
agents with direct and 
demonstrable authority to 
market properties.  

Don urges use of local waste materials for road construction
ment test track equipped 
with heavy vehicle simula-
tors to test sustainable con-
struction materials under 
accelerated traffic condi-
tions before large-scale 
deployment. 
  He also urged the govern-
ment to review the General 
Specifications for Roads and 
Bridges to accommodate 
stone mastic asphalt (SMA) 
and other sustainable mate-
rials. He said research had 
shown that SMA offered 
greater resistance to rutting, 
a common cause of road fail-
ure in Nigeria. 
  The professor advocated 
procurement policies that 
encourage contractors to 
use locally sourced materi-
als and sustainable tech-
nologies. He recommended 
incorporating Life Cycle 
Costing (LCC) and Life Cycle 
Assessment (LCA) into ten-
der evaluations to account 
for long-term costs, carbon 
emissions and resource con-
sumption. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL experts 
have urged the Federal 

Government to invest in 
flood-control infrastructure, 
improve waste collection 
and recycling, and enforce 
environmental regulations 
to tackle Nigeria's worsening 
environmental problems. 
   The Chief Executive Officer 
of Impact with Shade Media 
Consultant, Patience 
Onoabhagbe, made the call 
ahead of the Nigeria–
Vancouver Waste and 
Circular Economy Study 
Tour. She said flooding, 
coastal erosion, desertifica-
tion, deforestation and pol-
lution required stronger 
government action and pri-
vate-sector investment. 
  Onoabhagbe, who works 
with Taiwo Adewole and 
Associates as media repre-
sentative for the tour, said cli-
mate change was already 
affecting agriculture, public 
health, infrastructure and 
livelihoods, particularly in 
vulnerable communities. 
  She expressed concern over 
recurring flooding in Lagos, 
attributing it to the state's 
low-lying coastal terrain, 
rapid urbanisation, blocked 
drainage channels, poorly 
maintained waterways and 
indiscriminate waste dispos-
al. 
  “Lagos cannot continue to 
experience widespread dis-
ruption whenever it rains 
without a sustained effort to 
address the underlying 
problems. Government 
must ensure that drainage 
systems are properly 
designed, completed and 
maintained. There must also 
be accountability for stalled 
infrastructure projects and 
stronger enforcement of 
environmental regulations,” 
she said. 
  She called for drainage reha-
bilitation, regular desilting 
of canals, improved waste 
collection, wetland protec-
tion and stricter develop-
ment controls. She added 
that flood management 
should prioritise prevention 
through infrastructure 
maintenance and proper 
urban planning rather than 
rely on emergency relief. 
  Citing the devastating 2012 
floods, Onoabhagbe said the 
destruction of homes, farms 
and infrastructure high-
lighted the need for early-
warning systems and effec-
tive disaster-response plans. 
  She also pointed to shrink-
ing water resources in the 
Lake Chad region and 
destructive rainstorms in 
Osogbo, Osun State, as evi-
dence of environmental 
pressures on communities 
and livelihoods. 
  She urged government 
agencies to strengthen early-
warning systems, involve 
communities in identifying 
flood risks and ensure timely 
assistance reaches affected 
households.  

Firm seeks integrated 
national housing 
affordability system

THE Founder and Chief 
Executive Officer of the 

Affordable Housing Finance 
and Investment Summit, Dr 
Yemi Adelakun, has called 
for an integrated national 
housing affordability sys-
tem that aligns housing pro-
duction with Nigerians’ pur-
chasing power and housing 
needs. 
   Speaking ahead of the sum-
mit scheduled to hold this 
week in Abuja, Adelakun 
said government should 
shift from measuring hous-
ing success by the number 
of units delivered to ensur-
ing that Nigerians can 
afford to buy, rent and live in 
them. 
  “Nigeria has not sufficiently 
connected housing produc-
tion with the actual pur-
chasing power and housing 
needs of its population. It is 
a deeper crisis involving 
household income, access 
to land, construction costs, 
housing finance, weak insti-
tutional coordination and 
poor policy implementa-
tion,” he said. 
   He noted that constructing 
millions of houses across 
the country does not neces-
sarily translate into access to 
decent accommodation, as 
many completed units 
remain beyond the reach of 
ordinary workers, low-
income households, young 
people and vulnerable 
groups. 
   Adelakun said addressing 
the housing deficit requires 
coordinated and sustained 
planning that considers the 
needs of low- and middle-
income earners across the 
public, private and informal 
sectors. 
  He identified income, inter-
est rates, mortgage tenure 
and house prices as critical 
determinants of affordabili-
ty. Other factors, he said, 
include effective demand, 
cost-efficient housing sup-
ply, access to land and 
secure titles, building mate-
rials, labour, construction 
technology and infrastruc-
ture. 
  “Access to affordable hous-
ing finance, its cost and ade-
quacy are also central to the 
success of any affordable 
housing scheme in Nigeria’s 
built environment. A frame-
work that aligns these fac-
tors and stakeholders 
towards delivering afford-
able homes at scale is there-
fore imperative,” he said. 
  He explained that the sum-
mit would promote collabo-
ration and partnerships 
among stakeholders to 
mobilise finance and deliver 
housing at scale. Proposed 
strategies include aggregat-
ing demand through hous-
ing cooperatives and soci-
eties, encouraging savings 
for equity contributions 
and expanding self-help 
housing programmes. 
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FG keeps mum as operators run ports with 10-year-expired licences
20-year contract from 2007 to 
2027. 
    The Guardian gathered that 
a poor legal and structural 
framework governing the 
concession agreement, lack of 
clear directives and unmet 
obligations from conces-
sionaires and the landlord 
and other regulatory agen-
cies are the issues stalling the 
Federal Government agree-
ment renewal.  
      Further, these issues raise 
questions about whose re-
sponsibility it is to rehabilitate 
port infrastructure, equip-
ment renewal, maintenance, 
improve the port facilities, in-
vest in new cargo handling 
equipment, throughput obli-
gations, boost overall port ca-
pacity, security, electricity, ser-
vice quality, development 
plans, contractual compli-
ance and other key perfor-
mance indicators required in 
a properly structured con-
cession framework. 
    It was gathered that the con-
cessionaires and the landlord 
have been in disagreement 
over revenue performance, 
which pointed out issues 
which the concessionaires 
claim were not clearly their re-
sponsibility in the legal struc-
ture of the agreement, as 
some of the concessionaires 
claim it is still stifling their 
business. 
   They claimed they are unable 
to get investment to expand 
their operations and reno-
vate their facilities for au-
tomation.   
   A source in one of the agen-
cies told The Guardian that 
under the agreements, some 
concessionaires are expected 
to provide supporting infras-
tructure, including pavement, 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
Nigeria’s economic vulnerabilities. 
   In a policy brief titled Political Violence and 
Institutional Neutrality: Safeguarding Investor 
Confidence Ahead of the 2027 Elections, made 
available to The Guardian yesterday, he said po-
litical competition was a legitimate feature of 
democracy but warned that its degeneration 
into violence, institutional manipulation and 
disregard for the rule of law could affect in-
vestment decisions, business operations, em-
ployment and economic growth. 
   He identified business disruptions, capital 
flight, foreign exchange volatility and rising op-
erating costs as possible consequences of pro-
longed political instability. 
   According to him, political clashes, insecuri-
ty and violent protests could disrupt com-
mercial activities, supply chains, logistics and 
market access, while businesses might be 
compelled to spend more on security, insur-
ance, transportation and contingency ar-
rangements. 
   He added that persistent political violence 
could further damage Nigeria’s reputation as 
an investment destination, particularly af-
fecting small businesses, informal enterprises 
and investors with significant fixed assets that 
cannot easily be relocated. 
   Yusuf also lamented the politicisation of state 
institutions, particularly INEC, security agen-
cies and the judiciary, warning that it could 
weaken the rule of law, increase business un-
certainty and threaten the country’s investment 
outlook. 
   He urged INEC to operate independently, trans-
parently and professionally, without political 
interference or intimidation, while security 

agencies should provide impartial protection 
for political actors, electoral officials, citizens 
and economic assets. 
   The judiciary, he added, must remain inde-
pendent and accessible to ensure credible, 
timely and lawful resolution of electoral dis-
putes. 
   He also warned against using regulatory and 
law enforcement institutions for political in-
timidation, selective sanctions or partisan ad-
vantage, saying such practices weaken regu-
latory predictability and erode confidence in 
the protection of investments and contractu-
al rights. 
Dickson seeks all-party summit 

MEANWHILE, National Leader of the NDC, 
Henry Seriake Dickson, has called for an 

urgent all-party summit to address growing 
thuggery and political violence ahead of the 
2027 elections. 
   In a statement, he urged the Inter-Party Ad-
visory Council (IPAC) and the Abdulsalami 
Abubakar-led National Peace Committee, work-
ing with INEC and security agencies, to convene 
the meeting and provide political parties with 
a platform to recommit to peaceful, fair and 
transparent elections. 
   Dickson said he was concerned about in-
creasing attacks on the NDC, its candidates and 
supporters, warning that unchecked violence 
could create a dangerous situation capable of 
undermining the elections before they begin. 
   He said political rivalries should not be allowed 
to degenerate into violence that threatens 
democratic participation. 

storage facilities, stacking ar-
eas, other operational equip-
ment and the rehabilitation of 
berths, depending on their 
respective contractual obli-
gations. 
    The source said these con-
cessionaires have refused to 
fulfil their obligations in the 
agreement, citing the recent 
ongoing reconstruction of 
berths 5, 6, 7 and 8 at Rivers 
Port, with plans to merge the 
four berths into two longer fa-
cilities to accommodate big-
ger vessels and increase cargo-
handling capacity. 
  The source further disclosed 
that BUA had been under pres-
sure from the NPA to recon-
struct those berths, which it 
neglected for several years be-
fore the current work com-
menced after the berths fi-
nally collapsed. 
  The Managing Director, NPA, 
Dr Abubakar Dantsoho, said 
the regulators are currently re-
viewing existing contracts to 
resolve past unmet obliga-
tions from both parties, not-
ing that for existing opera-
tors who satisfy revised oper-
ational, financial, and infras-
tructural investment re-
quirements, long-term con-
cession renewals will be fi-
nalised. 
     He also stated that NPA is 
committed to building a ro-
bust and transparent legal 
framework for all terminal 
concession renewals, saying, 
“it is better to get it right than 
to rush into agreements that 
will be challenged later.” 
  Dantsoho explained that the 
government considered it im-
portant to assess the perfor-
mance and contributions of 
all parties, including the NPA 
and concessionaires, to iden-
tify areas requiring realign-

ment before renewing the 
concession licences. 
    He said the review had re-
vealed grey areas that needed 
to be addressed to ensure a 
more effective arrangement 
and improve the performance 
of all parties involved. 
     Global Law Experts (GLE) 
stated that the typical con-
cession model in Nigeria and 
the dominant instruments 
are Build-Operate-Transfer 
(BOT), long-term lease and 
broader public-private part-
nership (PPP) structures. 
   According to the law firm, un-
der the BOT, the concession-
aire builds and equips the ter-
minal, operates it for a fixed 
term, and transfers the asset 
back to the NPA at expiry, as 
capital and operational risks 
sit largely with the conces-
sionaire during the term. 
   The firm stated that under 
the Lease-and-operate, existing 
quays and terminals are 
leased to the concessionaire, 
which supplies equipment, 
stevedores and management, 
meaning that the conces-
sionaires are responsible for 
fixing the ports. 
    A critical issue is the secrecy 
behind the concession docu-
ment, with the public criti-
cising the action, noting that 
the document should be for 
public scrutiny to enable gen-
eral performance assess-
ments, transparency and ac-
countability. 
    Dantsoho specifically stated 
that where performance 
benchmarks are not met or 
contracts lapse without agree-
ment, the Authority remains 
open to competitive bidding 
from reputable international 
port management investors to 
guarantee optimal asset pro-
ductivity. 

   This comes against the back-
drop of the deteriorating con-
dition of Nigerian ports, caus-
ing inefficiencies, which re-
quire urgent rehabilitation, 
quay wall reconstruction and 
modernisation of equipment, 
as well as the upgrade of criti-
cal port infrastructure to en-
hance their competitiveness in 
attracting cargo traffic across 
the African market. 
    Foreign shipping companies 
are often discouraged from 
patronising ports with inade-
quate infrastructure, as such 
deficiencies increase cargo 
dwell time to more than 15 
days. This has contributed to 
the diversion of Nigerian-
bound cargo to neighbouring 
countries, including Ghana, 
Togo and Benin Republic, 
whose well-equipped and 
modernised ports offer more 
efficient cargo handling and 
turnaround times. 
    According to industry data 
from the Sea Empowerment 
and Research Centre (SEREC), 
Nigeria’s maritime sector is 
currently operating below its 
economic potential, with port 
inefficiencies, poor infras-
tructure, policy gaps and de-
layed reforms costing the 
country a yearly economic loss 
of between N3 trillion and N5 
trillion. 
   The Federal Government has 
already commenced engage-
ment with foreign investors, 
opening up the possibility of 
competitive bidding from rep-

utable international port man-
agement investors to take over 
as new concessionaires to guar-
antee optimal asset produc-
tivity. 
   One of the outcomes of this 
engagement has been the re-
assignment of some proposed 
port projects to new investors.  
   A case in point is the Olokola 
Deep Seaport project, for 
which the Ogun State Gov-
ernment signed a fresh $7 bil-
lion deal with DP World in 
Paris, France, in the presence of 
President Bola Ahmed Tinubu, 
for the development of the 
port and its economic zone, de-
spite an existing Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU) 
with Dangote Industries Lim-
ited for the project. 
    The Dangote Group had al-
ready commenced prelimi-
nary activities towards the con-
struction of the deep-sea port 
in 2025. The conglomerate 
holds an 80 per cent stake in 
the Olokola Free Trade Zone 
Company, established to de-
velop the project, while the 
Ogun and Ondo State Gov-
ernments own a 10 per cent 
stake. 
     This has raised questions 
about the earlier MoU with 
the Dangote Group on 
whether the new arrangement 
could potentially collide or 
overlap with interests already 
covered by the existing MoU,  
    Another example is the $2.59 
billion Badagry Deep Seaport 
project, whose concessionaire 

is Badagry Port Development 
Limited (BPDL). The project 
has suffered years of delays, 
with its pre-construction and 
financing stages stalled de-
spite receiving a Full Business 
Case Compliance Certificate 
from the Infrastructure Con-
cession Regulatory Commis-
sion (ICRC) in April 2022 and 
Federal Executive Council (FEC) 
approval on August 3, 2022, 
under a 45-year Build-Own-
Operate-Transfer (BOOT) con-
cession. 
   In what appears to be anoth-
er effort by the Federal Gov-
ernment to attract investors, it 
secured an agreement with 
APM Terminals in Copen-
hagen, Denmark, on Septem-
ber 7, 2026, for the company to 
sign an MoU with BPDL to ad-
vance the development of the 
port. 
   The Guardian learnt that these 
developments have height-
ened concerns among existing 
concessionaires, who fear los-
ing out on contract renewals 
after committing substantial 
funds to port development. 
The uncertainty, according to 
industry sources, could dis-
courage further investment 
in the sector. 
   Concessionaires have also ex-
pressed fears that the agree-
ment could be politicised, cit-
ing the Federal Government’s 
persistent efforts to pitch port 
facilities to foreign investors.  

SERAP gives INEC seven days to prosecute suspects or face legal action



expanding commercial centre. Fashola’s tenure 
(2007–2015) recorded further investments in 
roads, public transportation, environmental 
management and urban renewal. 
  These interventions helped improve Lagos’s 
infrastructure and administrative capacity. 
However, the central question for voters is 
whether the benefits of this transformation have 
reached residents across different income 
groups and communities. 
  For millions of Lagosians, the challenges remain 
expensive accommodation, poor drainage, 
traffic congestion, inadequate public healthcare, 
unemployment and the rising cost of 
transportation. 
  The APC’s case for continuity must therefore 
address the gap between Lagos’s ambition as a 
globally competitive commercial centre and the 
everyday experiences of ordinary residents. 
What have Sanwo-Olu and Hamzat delivered? 

SANWO-OLU’S endorsement of Hamzat rests 
substantially on their partnership since 2019. 

The governor has repeatedly described his 
deputy as an active participant in major policy 
decisions, including infrastructure development 
and the state’s response to COVID-19. 
  However, if Hamzat is to inherit the 
administration’s development agenda, voters 
will want to know what the partnership has 
delivered and what remains unfinished. 
  The administration can point to the 
commencement of commercial operations on 
the Blue Line rail system in September 2023, the 
introduction of the Red Line, and road 
construction, healthcare investments, and 
improvements in public transportation. 
  The state government disclosed in June 2026 
that it had completed 362 roads, covering 
approximately 347 kilometres, since 2019. It has 
also reported investments in public facilities and 
urban infrastructure across the state’s five 
divisions. 
  Regarding transportation, the government has 
introduced interventions to improve access to 
public buses and reduce commuting costs. In 
April 2025, it said it had spent N14.9 billion on 
transportation subsidies over six years. 
  The Blue Line rail transported about 3.5 million 

passengers in 2025, 
averaging about 

1 5 , 0 0 0 

passengers per day. While the service 
represents an important addition to Lagos’s 
transport infrastructure, questions remain 
about its reach, affordability and impact on 
commuting time and costs. 
  Similarly, although the government said its 
transportation subsidy supported 18.54 million 
commuters in 2024, the extent of relief 
provided to regular commuters, particularly 
low-income earners, deserves closer 
examination. 
  Healthcare presents another test. Despite 
investments in primary healthcare facilities, 
concerns remain about staffing, essential 
drugs, infrastructure and access to quality 
services, especially in underserved 
communities. 
  The housing sector raises similar questions. 
The administration says it has delivered 10,623 
housing units since 2019. However, with 
accommodation costs continuing to place 
pressure on household incomes, voters will 
want to know how accessible these homes are 
to low-income earners and young families. 
  Employment is 
equally important. 
Beyond skills 
acquisition and 
e m p o w e r m e n t 
programmes, what 
measurable progress 
has been made in 
creating sustainable 
jobs for young people? 
How many 
beneficiaries have 
secured lasting 
employment or 
established businesses capable of supporting 
their livelihoods? 
  These are the issues that will shape public 
assessment of the Sanwo-Olu-Hamzat 
partnership. Hamzat must do more than 
defend the administration’s record; he must 
demonstrate how its policies have improved 
living conditions and what he intends to do 
differently. 
  In his manifesto, the deputy governor 

promised to increase Lagos’s public bus 
fleet from 1,000 to 4,000, upgrade 

100 primary healthcare centres, 
increase maternal and child 

healthcare facilities from 10 to 
15, and provide 580 

additional hospital beds. 
  He also pledged to extend 
Ilera Eko health insurance 

coverage from nearly two 
million people to one in every 
three residents, build two 
general hospitals and expand 
rail, road and water 
transportation. 
  Other commitments include 
affordable housing through 

10 per cent deposits and single-
digit interest rates, vocational 

training and employment 
opportunities for youths, 

improved public school education, 
stronger neighbourhood 

security and better 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 

management. 
  He further promised 

m e a s u r a b l e 
p e r f o r m a n c e 

targets and 
g r e a t e r 

accountability in government. 
Economic hardship and the cost of living 

ANOTHER challenge confronting Hamzat is the 
economic environment created by the APC-led 

Federal Government under President Bola 
Tinubu. 
  The removal of petrol subsidy and foreign 
exchange reforms have had far-reaching 
consequences for household expenditure and 
business operations.    
  Although the Federal Government has defended 
the measures as necessary to improve public 
finances and stabilise the economy, their 
immediate effects have included higher 
transportation, food and production costs. 
  Nigeria’s headline inflation eased to 14.63 per cent 
in September 2026, but food inflation remained at 
19.59 per cent, according to the National Bureau of 
Statistics.    
  A Lagos State economic outlook report also 
acknowledged that subsidy removal and 
exchange rate reforms worsened household 
welfare and business operating costs. 
  This presents a political challenge for Hamzat. 
Although state and federal responsibilities differ, 
voters may not necessarily separate their 
assessment of the two administrations when 
deciding whether to support another APC 
government. 
  He will therefore need to explain how his 
administration intends to protect household 
welfare, create employment, reduce the cost of 
urban living and expand access to essential 
services. 
  More infrastructure alone may not be sufficient if 
residents cannot afford transportation, housing 
and other basic necessities. 
  One of the major projects featured in Hamzat’s 
manifesto is the proposed Fourth Mainland 

Bridge, which he 
promised to deliver if 
elected. The project 
represents an 
important test of the 
APC’s development 
commitments. 
  First proposed during 
T i n u b u ’ s 
administration in 2003, 
the bridge has survived 
s u c c e s s i v e 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s , 
revised designs, 

financing arrangements and repeated 
commencement announcements without 
reaching physical construction. 
  The Ambode administration signed an 
agreement with a consortium in 2016, but the 
arrangement was cancelled in 2017. Under Sanwo-
Olu, a preferred bidder was announced in 
December 2022, followed by financing 
arrangements involving Afreximbank and Access 
Bank. However, as reported in January 2026, 
construction had yet to commence. 
  For residents who spend hours negotiating traffic 
between the mainland and the rapidly expanding 
Lekki-Epe corridor, the bridge represents more 
than an ambitious infrastructure proposal. Its 
prolonged delay has implications for mobility, 
business productivity and quality of life. 
  The question is whether Hamzat can finally 
deliver the project or whether it will remain 
another unfulfilled promise. 
  A commercial bus driver operating on the 
Ikorodu-Victoria Island-Ajah route, Salau Akanni, 
said completing the bridge within the next 
administration’s four-year tenure would address 
some of the transportation difficulties 
confronting Lagos residents. 
  Akanni told The Guardian that he spends between 
three and four hours travelling from Ikorodu to 
Ajah in the morning, with almost the same time 
behind the wheel on his return journey. He said 
the prolonged journeys increase fuel 
consumption, waste valuable time and take a toll 
on his health. 
  “We expect whoever is going to govern Lagos in 
the next four years to deliver the bridge,” he said. 
  Housing is another major concern. A 2025 report 
on the Lagos housing market estimated the state’s 
housing deficit at approximately 3.4 million units, 
raising questions about the effectiveness of 
successive interventions and the affordability of 
homes being delivered. 

As the ruling All Progressives Congress (APC) seeks to extend its 27-year hold on Lagos State, its governorship 
candidate, Obafemi Hamzat, faces the challenge of convincing voters why the party deserves another term, amid 
lingering gaps in infrastructure, unkept promises and questions about the opposition’s capacity to offer a credible 
alternative, SEYE OLUMIDE reports.
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FOR millions of Lagosians, the debate over 
who succeeds Governor Babajide Sanwo-Olu 

in 2027 is inseparable from the everyday 
challenges of expensive accommodation, traffic 
congestion, rising food and transportation 
costs, inadequate public healthcare and 
unemployment.  
  Beyond political endorsements and campaign 
promises, many residents want to know what 
another four years of APC government would 
mean for their welfare and quality of life. 
  Yet, the succession debate raises a fundamental 
question: what does another four years of APC 
government offer Lagosians, and why should 
they support a political establishment that has 
governed the state since 1999? 
  The question has gained prominence following 
Sanwo-Olu’s public endorsement of his deputy, 
Hamzat, as his successor. The endorsement, 
made at the unveiling of Hamzat’s 
governorship manifesto on October 30, 
reflected confidence in their working 
relationship but also brought the outgoing 
administration’s record and the case for 
continuity under closer scrutiny. 
  For Hamzat, securing the backing of influential 
party leaders is only part of the challenge. He 
must convince voters that his experience in 
government and the APC’s development record 
offer credible solutions to their economic and 
social concerns. 
The burden and benefits of continuity 

SINCE the return to democratic rule in 1999, 
Lagos has remained under the control of the 

same political establishment, beginning with 
the Alliance for Democracy (AD), which evolved 
through the Action Congress (AC) and Action 
Congress of Nigeria (ACN) before becoming the 
APC. 
  The administrations of former governors Bola 
Tinubu, Babatunde Fashola, Akinwunmi 
Ambode and incumbent Sanwo-Olu have 
pursued different development programmes, 
but continuity has remained the central 
argument for retaining power. 
  Tinubu’s administration (1999–2007) laid 
important foundations through revenue 
reforms, improved urban management and the 

development of 
institutions to 

support a 
rapidly 
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For millions of Lagosians, the challenges 
remain expensive accommodation, poor 
drainage, traffic congestion, inadequate 

public healthcare, unemployment and the 
rising cost of transportation.
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FOR some Nigerian households, the rising 
cost of food is not only changing what 

they eat but how often they can afford nutri-
tious meals. Chicken, fish, eggs and meat, 
once regular features of family diets, are 
increasingly competing with other essential 
expenses, exposing the connection between 
agricultural production costs and the ability 
of consumers to eat well. 
  In Egbeda, Lagos State, the adjustment has 
become part of everyday life for Funke 
Iyamu, a 41- year-old trader and mother of 
three. She said a chicken that her family 
might previously have consumed in a week 
must now be divided into smaller portions 
to last longer. 
  “Before, we used to buy chicken every 
Sunday. Now, if I buy one chicken, we have to 
cut it into 12 pieces to last two weeks,” she 
said. 
  Her experience illustrates a wider econom-
ic question: as the cost of producing and dis-
tributing animal protein rises, how much of 
the pressure can households absorb before 
nutritious food becomes less accessible? 
  The National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) 
reported that the average cost of maintain-

ing a healthy diet in Nigeria reached N1, 589 
per adult per day in April 2026, up 4.74 per 
cent from N1, 518 in April 2025. Animal-source 
foods accounted for about 40 per cent of the 
total cost of the recommended diet basket 
while providing approximately 13 per cent of 
its calories, making them the most expensive 
food group to meet within the basket. 
   The measure represents the least expensive 
combination of foods required to meet spec-
ified dietary recommendations, rather than 
what every household actually spends. 
Nevertheless, it highlights the financial chal-
lenge of maintaining a balanced diet as food 
prices rise. 
  Behind the prices paid by consumers are the 
costs incurred by farmers, processors, trans-
porters and traders. Poultry production 
requires feed, vaccines, medication, labour 
and suitable housing, while fish farming 
depends on feed, fingerlings, water manage-
ment and disease control. Electricity and fuel 
add to the cost of maintaining production 
and moving products to market. 
   For poultry and fish farmers, these expens-
es, according to sector players, can deter-
mine whether production remains prof-
itable. Stakeholders noted that when costs 

rise faster than the prices producers receive, 
they may reduce output, postpone expansion 
or close their farms. 
   Agricultural development expert, 
Olakunlehin John Oladapo, in an interview 
with The Guardian, stressed the rising produc-
tion costs have left farmers with three difficult 
options: continue producing at a loss, aban-
don their farms or reduce production capaci-
ty. 
  “Farmers have only three options: to contin-
ue production at a loss, to abandon the farm 
or to reduce the capacity of what is produc-
ing,” he said. 
   Oladapo identified feed as a major cost driver 
in livestock production, estimating that it 
accounts for between 70 and 80 per cent of 
production costs. He attributed the pressure 
to the rising cost of maize and soybean meal, 
insufficient domestic production, foreign 
exchange constraints affecting imports and 
competition between human and livestock 
consumption of some agricultural commodi-
ties. 
   The cost of milling feed, particularly where 
operators depend on generators, further 
increases expenses. Other constraints include 
expensive financing, inadequate veterinary 

By Divine Yusuf 

Olam Agri breaks ground on new integrated mill in Delta  

OLAM Agri has commenced the devel-
opment of its new Integrated Feed 

Mill facility in Ogwashi-Uku, Delta State, to 
further strengthen and expand its animal 
feed operations in West Africa and mark-
ing another significant milestone in the 
company’s expanding investment in agri-
cultural sector in Nigeria. 
   The US $70m investment, according to a 
statement from the company, follows the 
company’s acquisition of 99.99 hectares of 
land in Ogwashi-Uku for the development 
of the facility and will feature a 1,500-
tonne-per-day poultry feed mill, a 300-
tonne-per-day aqua feed mill and 125,000-
tonne silo bag storage capacity.  
  The investment will strengthen the com-
pany’s existing animal feed and poultry 
breeding operations and will be a signifi-
cant addition to Nigeria’s animal feed pro-
duction and agricultural infrastructure. 
The facility is expected to be completed 
and operational in 2027. 
  Strategically located to serve customers 
across Nigeria’s South-South and South-

East regions, the facility will address the grow-
ing demand for quality animal feed by bring-
ing production closer to poultry farmers, 
aquaculture operators, livestock producers 
and other customers. It will help reduce the 
regions’ dependence on feed supplies trans-
ported from the South-West, improving sup-
ply chain efficiency, product accessibility and 
responsiveness to customer needs. 
   Addressing the audience, the Senior Vice 
President & Business Head ofIntegrated Feeds 
& Proteins, Olam Agri in Nigeria, Amit Agarwal, 
said: “At Olam Agri, we believe building a 
resilient food system requires a sustained 
investment in local production, infrastructure 
and the partnership that connects farmers’ 
businesses and consumers. The groundbreak-
ing of our new Integrated Feed Mill reflects our 
confidence in Nigeria’s agricultural potential 
and our commitment to strengthening our 
capabilities across food and feed. By establish-
ing production capacity closer to customers in 
the South-South and South-East, we aim to 
improve access to quality animal feed, support 
the productivity of livestock farmers and con-
tribute to the development of a more efficient 

By Gbenga Akinfenwa and competitive livestock sector.”  
  He acknowledged the support of the Delta 
State government, traditional institutions 
and other stakeholders in facilitating the 
project, noting that the company looks for-
ward to working closely with the govern-
ment, the Obi of Ogwashi-Uku and the host 
community to ensure that the investment 
delivers meaningful and sustainable bene-
fits. 
  Highlighting the investment potential to 
stimulate economic and agricultural devel-
opment in the state, the Governor of Delta 
State, Sheriff Oborevwori, said: “We are 
delighted to witness the commencement of 
this important investment by Olam Agri in 
Delta State. This project is particularly signif-
icant because of its potential to stimulate 
economic activities, create employment 
opportunities and strengthen the livestock 
and agricultural value chains in our state. 
  “Our administration remains committed to 
creating an enabling environment for busi-
nesses to thrive, attracting credible investors 
and unlocking the economic opportunities 
available across our agricultural sector.” 

Nigerian families stretch meals as protein prices rise  
and extension services, poor-quality breed-
ing stock and limited access to appropriate 
production technologies. 
   According to Oladapo, these pressures 
extend beyond individual farms, as 
reduced production can affect feed manu-
facturers, transporters and farm workers, 
while farm closures can disrupt the supply 
of animal-source foods to markets. 
   Transportation losses compound the 
problem. Oladapo recounted incidents 
involving livestock transported over long 
distances, including a journey during 
which he said more than 80 per cent of day-
old chicks died after prolonged traffic 
delays. Such losses, where they occur, 
increase the financial burden on producers 
and traders, although the extent to which 
they affect retail prices depends on other 
market conditions. 
   Investigations showed that the problem 
also extends to the movement and preser-
vation of food after production. Inadequate 
cold storage, unreliable electricity and inef-
ficient distribution can increase losses, par-
ticularly for perishable products. These 
expenses may add to the cost of getting 
food from farms to consumers. 

NIGERIA’S dwindling position in the 
global coffee industry has come under 

scrutiny, with stakeholders calling for 
stronger farmers’ cooperatives, improved 
market access, investment and a coordinat-
ed national policy to revive production.  
  The National President of the National 
Coffee and Tea Association of Nigeria 
(NACOFTAN), Dr Hassan Kakara, said 
Nigeria must confront the factors responsi-
ble for the decline of its once-thriving cof-
fee industry before pursuing efforts to 
make the sector sustainable.  
  Kakara, who spoke at the Coffee Festival 
International Nigeria in Calabar, Cross 
River State, warned that the absence of 
effective leadership, weak cooperative 
structures and poor representation had 
continued to undermine the industry and 
leave farmers without adequate support. 
  He said Nigeria needs a strong national 
coffee and tea association capable of coor-
dinating stakeholders, protecting farmers’ 
interests and providing a common plat-
form for advocacy, investment and busi-
ness development. 
   Drawing comparisons with Kenya, he said 
the country’s organised coffee sector 
demonstrated the importance of strong 
cooperatives and national representation 
in developing the industry. 
  According to him, Nigeria’s coffee farmers 
often struggle because they lack the institu-
tional support and market structures need-
ed to sustain production and benefit from 
the business. 
  The three-day festival, hosted by Lingzhi 
Global Nigeria Limited in collaboration 
with NACOFTAN, attracted participants 
from South Africa, Rwanda, Ghana, 
Namibia, Kenya, Ethiopia, Tanzania and 
Brazil, alongside Nigerian stakeholders, 
investors and other players in the coffee 
industry. 
  Speaking at the event, the Chief Executive 
Officer of Lingzhi Global, Blessing Tangtur, 
said Nigeria needed to move beyond pro-
moting coffee consumption to building a 
functional value chain that connects farm-
ers with processors, buyers and exporters. 
   Tangtur said many farmers remained dis-
connected from the commercial opportu-
nities available in the industry, adding that 
they often had little knowledge of what 
happens after harvesting, processing and 
exporting their produce. 

CFIN 2026: Nigeria seeks 
coffee revival over 
dwindling output, others
From Tina Agosi Todo, Calabar  
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A SENIOR Hamas figure, Samir Abu Younis, who planned and 
supervised the October 7, 2023, attack on Israel has been 

killed in an Israeli airstrike, officials in Israel and Gaza have said. 
  The newly appointed commander of the Rafah Brigade was 
killed Saturday in Al-Mawasi, Southern Gaza Strip, according to 
Hamas's Al-Qassam Brigades military wing. 
  The Israeli military said it had targeted him and that prior to 
the strike,steps were taken to mitigate harm to civilians. 
Eyewitnesses in Gaza said four missiles struck a tent in the Al-
Waha camp, which sheltered hundreds of displaced people in 
Al-Mawasi, causing a fire outbreak. 
   A medical source at Nasser Hospital in the southern city of 
Khan Younis said three injured people had arrived there, as well 
as a dead body. 
   Israel Defence Forces (IDF) and Israel's Security Agency, the ISA, 
confirmed in a statement on Telegram that it had eliminated 

Israel says Hamas commander killed in Gaza camp strike  
Younis. 
  Describing him as a central figure among Hamas's senior fig-
ures, the statement readthat he had acted with the aim of try-
ing to restore the strength of the brigade and the Hamas terror-
ist organization. 
   “Younis directed the brigade's terrorists to advance and carry 
out terror attacks against Israeli civilians and IDF troops”, ISA 
said. 
  Al-Qassam Brigades wrote on Telegram that Younis had partic-
ipated in numeroushigh-profile operations and resisted 
enemy incursions and was one of the most important com-
manders involved in planning and overseeing the October 7 
attack, describing his killing as a cowardly assassination. 
Younis, 53, had been in his position since September 15 follow-
ing the death of the brigade's previous commander, Nael Abu 
Obeid. 

   He joined Hamas armed wing in 1991 and held several senior 
operational roles before becoming commander. His funeral 
was held yesterday in Khan Younis. 
  The Hamas-led attack on Southern Israel, where about 1,200 
people were killed and 251 others taken hostage, triggered the 
most recent war in Gaza. 
   Since then, more than 74,650 people have been killed in the 
Palestinian territory, the health ministry said. 
   Though a ceasefire was reached last October, Israel has contin-
ued strikes claimed to be targeting remaining Hamas mili-
tants, which it argues it has the right to do under the terms of 
the ceasefire agreement. 
   More than 1,640 people have been killed in Gaza since the 
October 2025 ceasefire, according to the territory's health min-
istry, whose figures are considered reliable by the United 
Nations (UN). 

1.5 billion women, girls live in climate hotspots, UN Women warns

MORE than 1.5 billion women and 
girls worldwide are living in cli-

mate hotspots, with climate change 
threatening to push an additional 141 
million into extreme poverty by 2050, 
UN Women has warned. 
  The warning followed world leaders’ 
gathering in Antalya, Turkey, for the 31st 
United Nations Climate Conference 
(COP31), where the agency is calling for 
stronger action to place gender equality 
and women’s rights at the centre of cli-
mate policies. 
  According to a new UN Women fact 
sheet titled,‘Gender Equality in the Age 
of Climate Crisis’, more than one in three 
women and girls globally live in areas 
where exposure to climate hazards, inse-
cure jobs and deep-rooted gender 
inequality intersect. 
  The agency noted that although 73 per 
cent of countries recognised the climate 
risks facing women and girls, only slight-
ly more than one in three address them 
comprehensively. 
  UN Women Executive Director, Sima 
Bahous, said women were already lead-
ing efforts to build a better future but 
needed equal rights, resources and deci-
sion-making powers to drive meaning-
ful change. 
  “Across the world, women are already 

leading the fight for a better future in 
their communities, laboratories, parlia-
ments and on the front lines of the cli-
mate crisis.  “We must give women and 
girls equal rights, resources and the 
power to lead, and they will help drive 
the change our world so urgently 
needs”, she said. 
  The report warned that the world was 
on course for at least, 1.8 degrees Celsius 
of global warming, which could trigger 
more devastating droughts, floods, 
wildfires and cyclones, resulting in irre-
versible damage to communities and 
ecosystems. 
  It added that women and girls in coun-
tries least responsible for the climate 
crisis were bearing some of its harshest 
consequences, including food insecuri-
ty, income losses and increased expo-
sure to violence. 
  Under a worst-case scenario, as many 
as 141 million additional women and 
girls could be pushed into extreme 
poverty. 
Citing data from 24 countries, UN 
Women said a one-degree Celsius 
increase in average temperatures was 
associated with women losing 34 per 
cent more of their total income than 
men, reflecting their limited opportu-
nities to move into non-farm employ-
ment or migrate when harvests fail. 

  The agency also highlighted the grow-
ing burden of unpaid care work, includ-
ing collecting water and fuel and caring 
for family members after disasters. 
  It said women were the primary water 
collectors in two-thirds of households 
among the 1.8 billion people without 
water on their premises. Under a high-
emissions scenario, the time spent col-
lecting water could increase by up to 30 
per cent by 2050. 
  On gender-based violence, the report 
linked prolonged extreme drought to a 
21 per cent increase in the odds of sexual 
violence against adolescent girls and 
young women across 14 countries. 
  It also warned that climate change could 
reverse progress in reducing child mar-
riage. In 24 of 46 countries with available 
data, child marriage rates were higher in 
more arid environments than in more 
humid areas. 
  The report further noted that while arti-
ficial intelligence technology was driving 
up energy demand, 326 million women 
and girls still lacked access to electricity. 
  It said women remained largely exclud-
ed from climate decision-making, hold-
ing only 12 per cent of energy portfolios 
globally, while female environmental 
defenders continued to face harassment 
and death threats for protecting their 
communities and the planet. 

Head of the Catholic Church, Pope Leo XIV

Jordan sentences three men to death  
by hanging after deadly church attack 

A  JORDANIAN court has 
sentenced three men to 

death by hanging for carry-
ing out last month’s deadly 
gun attack on a church in the 
kingdom’s south. 
  Armed men had killed nine 
people and wounded 25 oth-
ers, when they stormed a 
funeral at a Greek Orthodox 
church in Hammoud village, 
Karak governorate on 
October 23. 
  Authorities said three men, 
two Jordanian brothers and 
their relative by marriage, 
had fled after the attack and 
were arrested three days 
later. 
  In a statement issued 
Sunday, Jordanian military 
said the State Security Court 
issued its ruling sentencing 
to death, the three criminals 
who carried out the terrorist 
attack at the church. 
  The court found them guilty 
of committing terrorist 
attacks resulting in death as 
well as weapons offences, 

conspiracy to commit terror-
ist acts and promoting the 
ideas of a terrorist organisa-
tion. 
  “One of the perpetrators was 
also convicted of providing 
funds with the intention of 
using them to finance terror-
ist acts”, it added. 
  In late October, Jordanian 
security forces arrested the 
three suspects in the attack 
on St George’s Greek 
Orthodox church after clash-
ing with them. 
  The governorate is home to 
many members of Jordan’s 
Christian minority, which 
makes up about 300,000 of 
the country’s 11.5 million peo-
ple. 
  King Abdullah II said those 
behind the attack will face 
the “harshest penalties” as he 
offered his condolences to 
the victims’ families.  
  He has ordered a review of 
the country’s security proce-
dures for responding to 
attacks after the incident. 

By Silver Nwokoro 

South Sudan postpones first  
general election to February 2027 

SOUTH Sudan has post-
poned its first general 

elections since independ-
ence from Sudan in 2011. 
 The National Elections 
Commission said the polls, 
due to take place in 
December, have been moved 
to February 11, 2027. 
  Initially scheduled for 2015, 
the authorities have post-
poned the elections several 
times before and repeatedly 
extended the transitional 
period. 
  “The commission would like 
to take the opportunity to 
make it clear that the adjust-
ment of the electoral time-
line should not be miscon-
strued as a discussion to 
abandon or to call off the 
elections”,Commission 
Spokesperson, Josephine 
Achiro said. 
  She added that the exten-
sion would allow for the 
implementation of addition-
al processes, including distri-
bution of registration mate-
rials and civic education. 
  The announcement came 
amid growing violence, 

political battles between the 
country’s President and 
deposed Vice President, and 
slow voter registration. 
  Regional and international 
partners have expressed con-
cerns over the country’s 
readiness to hold credible 
elections in December. 
  Former Vice President and 
President Salva Kiir’s main 
opponent, Riek Machar, 
has been under house arrest 
since March 2025 over 
alleged crimes against 
humanity. 
  A bloody civil war between 
the forces of the two men 
between 2013 and 2018 led to 
over 400,000 deaths. 
  A 2018 peace accord brought 
in a government of national 
unity with Kiir as President 
and Machar as his deputy, 
their joint administration 
tasked with paving the way 
to elections in 2022. 
  However, those elections 
have been repeatedly post-
poned, and the administra-
tion has failed to implement 
any of the provisions in the 
peace agreement. 

Pope Leo condemns suffering of enslaved Africans during Peru visit 

CATHOLIC Pope, Leo XIV 
has condemned the suf-

fering and humiliation 
endured by African enslaved 
people during his visit to the 
historic Afro-Peruvian city of 
Zaña. 
  The United State-born Leo’s 
own family tree includes 
both enslaved people and 
slave owners. The city is a 
UNESCO-recognised memo-
rial site for slavery and a cen-
tre of the Afro-Peruvian com-
munity till today. 
  “The fact that the Pope also 
has African ancestry is a 
source of pride for 
Zañabecause it identifies 
with people of African 
descent”,said an Afro-
Peruvian descendant, Felipe 
Gutiérrez. 
  Adding: “The city is part of 
Leo’s former diocese of 
Chiclayo, and the former 
Robert Prevost came here 
often to pray before the 
relics of a 16th century saint, 
including the night before 
his ordination as a bishop. 
“He knows the city and the 

history of African-descend-
ed Peruvians well, and the 

continued discrimination 
that Afro-Peruvians face 

today.” 
Speaking to the community 
last Saturday, Leo said 
Zañapreserves the memory 
of generations of Africans, 
who were torn from their 
homes and subjected to 
slavery. 
  Zaña is also home to the 
sanctuary of St Turibius of 
Mogrovejo, the first 
Archbishop of Lima, who is 
revered for having 
denounced abuses against 
indigenous and enslaved 
people by Spanish colonis-
ers. 
 Pope Leo made it clear dur-
ing his trip that he modelled 
his ministry on Mogrovejo’s 
example. 
  An estimated 100,000 
African slaves were brought 
to Peru, and their descen-
dants have struggled to 
advance for over 170 years 
since emancipation. 
  Leo told the community 
that he was pained at the 
thought of those who con-
tinue to experience discrim-
ination and hold them in 
his prayers. 



By Eniola Daniel

OCTOGENARIAN, Chief 
Michael Ade-Ojo, has 

picked golf and a healthy 
lifestyle as the secrets to his 
enduring fitness and strength. 
 The chairman of Toyota 
(Nigeria) Limited, who is an 
avid golfer even at age 88, 
describes the sport as an 
essential part of his lifestyle. 
  Ade-Ojo demonstrated that 
age has not diminished his 
golfing ability at the weekend, 
when he took on the 

Association (BSFA), Paul Edeh, at Government 
House, Makurdi, at the weekend. 
  Speaking during the meeting, the 
governor acknowledged the enthusiasm 

football generates among supporters and 
the sentimental attachment people develop 
towards their favourite clubs. 
  In a lighter moment, Alia recalled with 
humour how someone once presented him 
with an Arsenal jersey bearing his name on the 
back, an experience he used to illustrate the 
passion football inspires among its followers. 
 He expressed hope that such enthusiasm 
could be harnessed to discover and nurture 
the abundant football talents across Benue, 
particularly in communities where 
opportunities for young players remain 
limited. 
   The governor recalled that the first edition 
of the competition under his administration, 
which he described as the best organised in 
the state’s history, had produced talents who 
are today making Benue proud within Nigeria 
and beyond. 

Africa Cup of Nations Qualifier

By Gowon Akpodonor

By Eniola Daniel

By Gowon Akpodonor

Conscience, Nurtured by Truth
TheGuardian Monday,  November 16, 2026                                                                                                                           |  47

WITH one point behind Group L leaders, 
Guinea-Bissau, players and officials of the 

Super Eagles know anything short of victory 
in tomorrow’s clash with Tanzania’s Taifa Stars 

in Zanzibar will put Nigeria in a more 
difficult situation than it is now in the race 
to the 2027 Africa Cup of Nations (AFCON). 

   Head coach Eric Chelle and his squad 
travelled out yesterday aboard a 

chartered flight from Victor Attah 
Airport in Uyo, Akwa Ibom State 

to Zanzibar, Tanzania for the 
c r u c i a l  
M a t c h d a y  

Four fixture. 
 The Super 

E a g l e s  

strengthened their 
qualification campaign with a 

3-1 victory over Tanzania in 
Uyo last Friday, with 

Alhassan Yusuf scoring 
early in the first half 

before Tolu Arokodare 
came from the bench 
to net two second-half 
goals. 
  Tomorrow’s clash 
between the Taifa 
Stars and the three-

time African 
c h a m p i o n s ,  

May weather meets Sanwo-Olu, 
declares ‘Lagos is my motherland’

Injured Lookman out as Super Eagles  
depart for must-win tie against Tanzania

www.guardian.ng
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AMERICAN boxing legend Floyd Mayweather Jr., who is plan-
ning to build a boxing academy in Nigeria, has described 

Lagos as his motherland. 
  The legendary boxer is in Nigeria for the launch of the TMT 
Frontrow Fight Series Nigeria, a project designed to discover, 
develop and promote emerging boxing talents while creat-
ing pathways into professional boxing. 
  Mayweather retired from professional boxing in 2017 with 

an unbeaten record of 50 victories, in-
cluding 27 knockouts. He won world 
titles across five weight divisions and 
remains one of the sport’s most com-
mercially successful figures. 
  Mayweather had earlier met with the 
Director General of Lagos State Sports 

Commission, Lekan Fatodu, at 
the weekend, where he 

disclosed plans to de-
velop grassroots box-

ing and create in-
ternational op-

portunities 
for emerg-
ing Niger-
ian talents. 

Webber demands excellence, kits 
Lagos basketball referees

Solution

BE N U E  
S t a t e  

Governor, Rev. 
Fr. Hyacinth 
Alia, has 
a p p r o v e d  
preparations for the second edition of 
the Benue State Governor’s Cup and 
the distribution of 1,000 footballs to 
support grassroots football 
development across the 23 local 
government areas. 
  The governor also directed that 
Benue-born Flamingos defender, 
Esther Ene Stephen, be invited home 
for special recognition following her 
contribution to Nigeria’s historic 
triumph at the FIFA U-17 Women’s 
World Cup in Morocco. 
  Alia disclosed this when he received 
the Commissioner for Youths, Sports 
and Creativity, Nick Eworo, and 
Chairman of the Benue State Football 

SATURDAY, November 14, 
2026, was a delightful day 

for Lagos-based basketball 
referees. It was a big day with 
their patron, Opeyemi 
Babalola, better known to all 
as Webber.  
  Babalola, the CEO of Webber 
Hoops and Courts, donated 
quality and specially 
designed officiating 
uniforms for Lagos referees  - 
kits with an African motif 
for the very first time. There 
are two different designs for 
the refs and the table officials. 
  Speaking at the event, 
Babalola thanked the 
referees’ executive 
committee and the members 
for finding him worthy to 
serve as their patron. But he 

admonished them to keep 
pushing up the standard of 
officiating. 
  “I make this demand of you 
today. And that is that you 
maintain the high level of 
professionalism in this job. 
Integrity resonates well with 
your job. 
  “The Nigerian flag is a part of 
the design because we know 
some of you are already 
international umpires, and 
we expect you to be real 
ambassadors, dishing out 
excellence when on the court. 
Prepare yourself now for the 
bigger stage because it is 
within your reach. Soon you 
could be officiating in halls 
with more than 10,000 
spectators, international 
media and spectators.”  

Alia supports Benue Governor’s 
Cup with 1,000 balls

• Invites Flamingos’ Esther Stephen for special 
state recognition

Super Eagles, will be held at the Amaan Stadium, 
in Zanzibar. 
  Coach Chelle and his army will be targeting 
another victory to consolidate their position in 
Group L and move closer to securing 
qualification for the 2027 AFCON finals, hoping 
that Guinea-Bissau will slip along the line. 
 But the Super Eagles will have to find a way to 
prosecute the tie in the absence of two of their 
top strikers. 
  Nigeria is already without Victor Osimhen, who 
is recovering from knee surgery, while Ademola 
Lookman’s absence further limits Chelle’s 
options in this trip to Zanzibar. 
  Lookman was ruled out of the trip to Tanzania 
after suffering a knee ligament sprain in last 
Friday’s tie in Uyo. Team officials confirmed on 
Saturday that Lookman won’t be able to make 
the trip. 
 The absence of the Atletico Madrid forward has 
left Coach Chelle short in attack, with only 
Arokodare and Akor Adams as the available 
options. 
  No return date has been set for Lookman, with 
further medical assessment expected to establish 
the full extent of the injury and the length of his 
recovery. 
  The hosts, Taifa Stars, will be determined to 
respond in front of their home supporters and 
revive their qualification campaign, although 
Tanzania has already qualified as one of the three 
countries co-hosting the 2027 AFCON. 
 The Super Eagles are second in the qualifying 
group with six points from three matches, one 
behind leaders Guinea-Bissau, who will host 
Madagascar in the return leg.

U-23 Eagles return to 
Ikenne, plot DR Congo’s fall

AFTER falling 0-2 to DR Congo in the 
first leg of their Los Angeles 2028 

Olympics qualifying campaign on Friday, 
Nigeria’s U-23 team, the Olympic Eagles, 
returned to the country yesterday to 
begin preparations for the decisive leg 
of the tie. 
  The Guardian learnt yesterday that the 
Olympic Eagles started their journey 
back home through Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia, where they connected to 
another flight to Lagos at 12:00 noon 
yesterday. 
 Although the defeat at the TP Mazembe 
Stadium in Lubumbashi has put Nigeria 
in a difficult task, the players and their 
technical crew are optimistic about 
upturning the result in tomorrow’s 
game at the Remo Stars Stadium in 
Ikenne, Ogun State. 
  To keep qualification hopes alive, 
Nigeria must not only overturn the 
two-goal deficit but win by at least three 
clear goals without conceding. 
  The winner will move to the third 
round of the qualifiers. 

By Gowon Akpodonor

Los Angeles 2028 Olympics Qualifier

ARSENE Wenger has reportedly 
decided against challenging Gianni 

Infantino for the FIFA presidency, dealing 
a significant blow to those hoping for a 
change in leadership, reports goal.com.  
 The former Arsenal manager had been 
widely touted as the most viable 
candidate to unseat the incumbent 
before the fast-approaching nomination 
deadline. 

 With the deadline for nominations 
just four days away, BBC reports that 
Wenger has made a late decision not to 
enter the race. The 77-year-old currently 
serves as FIFA’s chief of global football 
development, a position to which he was 
appointed by Infantino. 
  Although Wenger had been weighing 
up a bid to unseat his boss, he ultimately 
chose to walk away. His refusal comes 

despite intense lobbying from senior 
figures, including French president 
Emmanuel Macron, who reportedly 
contacted his compatriot in an 
unsuccessful attempt to convince him 
to stand. 
  While opposition to his leadership 
grows in Europe, Infantino has 
remained defiant about his standing in 
the game.  

Wenger rejects chance to challenge Infantino for FIFA presidency 

From Ernest Nzor, Abuja 

challenging course at Smokin 
Hills Golf Resort, Ilara-Mokin, 
Ondo State, during the 
Elizabeth Wuraola Ojo Toyota 
Golf Tournament organised 
by Toyota (Nigeria) Limited in 
honour of his late wife. 
 Speaking at the tournament, 
he expressed satisfaction with 
the impressive turnout of 
golfers from across the country, 
describing the event as a 
growing platform for 
celebrating his wife’s life and 
legacy. 

First leg’s two-goal hero, Tolu 
Arokodare, is expected to lead 
Super Eagles’ attack against 
Tanzania in Zanzibar tomorrow.

May weather

Ade-Ojo @ 88 
‘Golf, healthy lifestyle responsible for my fitness level’
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“Unfortunately, the rig and die lingo is 
not a freshly-mint idea. It is also not 

limited to the streets. Political person-
alitiess in higher places and in times 
past have expressed versions of it in 
their quest to manufacture electoral 

advantage.

Conscience, Nurtured by Truth

Injured 
Lookman out 
as Super 
Eagles depart 
for must-win 
tie against 
Tanzania

Alabi Williams 
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EACH election circle runs with its own charac-
ter, headaches and supporting phrases. 

Towards 2027, one phrase stands out, ‘Rig and 
Die.’  In street parlance, this phrase means jungle 
punishment for electoral offenders. Also known 
as jungle justice, it warns those who plan to dis-
rupt campaigns or rig elections that they may 
not enjoy the luxury of being processed under 
the rule of law. It’s a shame that despite ample 
provisions regulating campaigns and elections, 
self-help has become a preferred option in some 
quarters to settle electoral disputes.  
  Over the years, at least since 1999, election mer-
chants have perfected ways and means to amass 
votes they do not deserve. They do ballot-box 
stuffing, ballot-box snatching, tampering and 
mutilating the essential form EC8A, hijacking 
and diverting result collation from officially des-
ignated centres to fictitious locations where 
transparency is absent, vote buying, and other 
dubious methods.  
  Electoral offences have become endemic. 
Particularly because of the failure and most 
times, complicity of regulators. They fail to stay 
neutral, apply the laws and make electoral con-
tests free and fair. For those who hold the shorter 
end of the electoral stick, resort to self-help is an 
expression of lack of confidence in the process. In 
contests where one party brazenly appropriates 
the purse and disburses without checks, enjoys 
undue advantage of the policing system and also 
exerts influence on the judiciary, there are 
chances that such exercise would lack fairness. It 
feeds the rig and die rhetoric, particularly in con-
stituencies where the underdog contestant 
could boast of capacity and home advantage, 
despite official lopsidedness inherent in the sys-
tem. 
  Unfortunately, the rig and die lingo is not a fresh-
ly-mint idea. It is also not limited to the streets. 
Political personalitiess in higher places and in 
times past have expressed versions of it in their 
quest to manufacture electoral advantage.  
  There was ‘Do or Die’. Former President 
Olusegun Obasanjo is credited with this phrase. 
In February 2007, in Abeokuta, Ogun State, he 
told his party members that the election is a do 
or die affair, a matter of life and death. Perhaps, 
he thought it was a mere metaphoric expression 
to motivate his party. But it carried a different 
connotation among the grassroots, where loyal-
ists handled the ballot boxes. It turned out that 
the 2007 general elections were adjudged very 
bad. Even the winner, President Musa Ya’Adua 
said so.  
  General Muhammadu Buhari, then of the 
Congress for Progressive Change (CPC), used the 
Hausa idiom, “the dog and the baboon would all 
be soaked in blood,” to set the tone for the 2011 
election. Human Rights Watch estimated more 
than 800 deaths were recorded post-election. 
  Goodluck Jonathan’s slogan of March 2015, “my 
political ambition is not worth the blood of any 
Nigerian” toned down desperation and violence 
associated with the Fourth Republic elections. 
The man spoke genuinely from the heart, as he 
responded to war drums been beaten by those 
who wanted to unseat him. It was a lifesaver. 
Intelligence had claimed that foreign mercenar-
ies had been hired to unleash terror. But 
Jonathan’s disposition calmed the nerves. 
  Also in 2014, Rotimi Amaechi as a leader in APC 
once threatened, “if the PDP rig the election in 
2015, we will not go to court. We will make the 

country ungovernable.” In December 2010, for-
mer Vice President Atiku Abubakar also warned, 
that “those who make peaceful change impossi-
ble make violent change inevitable.  
  There was yet another warning by Buhari in 
February 2019, when he said he had given the mil-
itary and police the order to be ruthless with 
thugs who snatch ballot boxes, promised election 
riggers “shoot at sight” in a national broadcast. 
One of his ministers at the time, Festus Keyamo, 
SAN, echoed the warning more furiously, that 
Buhari was 100 per cent correct.  
  Elections have always been fiercely contested. 
That’s what makes today’s rig and die slogan not 
particularly strange, and might require contextu-
alisation to engage. In Delta State, former Deputy 
Senate President, Ovie Omo-Agele, is alleged to 
have popularised the phrase. But not too many 
people, including the INEC, paid serious attention 
until the idea was allegedly put to use in Asaba, 
Delta State, on November 7, 2026.  
  As the story was told, a one-million march/pro-
cession was organised by the Obidient/OK 
Movement on behalf of the Nigeria Democratic 
Congress (NDC), along Nnebisi Road, Asaba, in 
Delta North. There was then a clash between the 
Movement and elements suspected to belong to 
the All Progressives Congress (APC). One person 
was killed and five others injured, and 30 vehicles 
were vandalised. There has been endless blame 
trading between the parties, including the Delta 
State Government. 
  The police account of the violence as stated by the 
spokesperson, SP Bright Edafe, claimed that they 
had intelligence of likely violence and had invited 
the organisers to a security meeting. The police 
told the organisers to cancel the event and use a 
designated venue, which organisers allegedly 
ignored. The police said they responded to the dis-
tress call after the mayhem and took victims to 
hospital. The other accounts are too narrow and 
partisan to engage here.  
  Let it be stated that this is the campaign season 
and political parties and their supporters are 
encouraged by law to market themselves 
all over the places. The Electoral Act 
2026 does not recommend that cam-
paigns be 

other places is tepid. The Commission does not 
need to wait until people are killed before it steps 
in. INEC has powers to reprimand and sanction 
offenders, in partnership with law enforcement 
agencies. INEC must never be afraid to step on 
toes. 
Why Delta is combustive 
 The Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) held sway in 
Delta politics from 1999 until 2025, when former 
Governor Ifeanyi Okowa defected to the APC along 
with Governor Sheriff Oborevwori and the entire 
state government machinery, including lawmak-
ers and local government operatives. The implica-
tion of that move meant that the jurisdiction of 
Ovie Omo-Agege, as the undisputed opposition 
leader in the state, was set to unravel. 
  The former Deputy Senate President used to be a 
PDP man until he lost to Emmanuel Uduaghan in 
the governorship primary of 2007. He defected to 
the Labour Party in 2015, and won the Senatorial 
election for Delta Central. He moved to the APC in 
2017, and was re-elected in 2019, and was rewarded 
with the office of Deputy Senate President of the 
Ninth Senate. Omo-Agege also became the most 
senior member of the APC in Delta State. In 2023, 
he ran for office of governor, but lost to 
Oborevwori. Yet, he remained the face of opposi-
tion in Delta. But when Okowa and others joined 
him in APC, on April 23, 2025, the dynamics 
changed. 
  The APC rule demanded that Omo-Agege surren-
der the leadership of the party to the Governor. It 
was like an occupation force. However, Omo-
Agege played along until the primaries for 2027 
were declared. He lost to incumbent Senator Ede 
Dafinone, but he claimed he won the primary 
“decisively.” He then joined the NDC on May 28, 
2026, where he won the ticket for Delta Central. 
  Omo-Agege has returned to be the face of the 
opposition in Delta. He is not the type of politician 
you could shave his head in his absence. You can-
not take him for granted. He is sure that in a free 
and fair contest at the local level, he would do well. 
But he has federal and state forces to contend 
with. Hence the rig and die challenge. The same 
formula is being promoted in places where local 
elections are won by champions of the people, not 
by federal might.  
  That’s why the polity is in a frenzy and combus-
tive mood. The situation demands that the law 
enforcers should read the signs and monitor early 
warnings intelligently. They must be neutral and 
act decisively. They do not need to pander to the 
dictates of politicians who occupy government 
houses at Abuja and in states. So that they are not 
overwhelmed.  
  Lest we forget. Another reason “rig and die” has 
gained repeated mention in this election circle 
may be attributed to the bellicose attitude of 
Abuja. In December 2022, then candidate Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu of APC promoted the slogan of 
“grab it, snatch it, and run with it,” during the 
campaigns. The phrase suggests taking by force. 
That’s not democracy. 
  Towards 2027, President Tinubu again promoted 
the “all’s fair in politics,” ways and means. 
Observers are worried that sound bites from the 
country’s leadership tend to promote violence. It 
is good that the Presidency has now issued a state-
ment urging campaigns to be based on issues 
that promote welfare of the people. He also 
charged security agencies to confront thuggery.  
  Let’s hope that’s straight from the President’s 
heart!  

restricted to indoors or designated places, as the 
Delta police canvassed. Campaigns are only for-
bidden at religious worship places, police sta-
tions and other public offices. Any party that 
prefers townhalls may as well do townhalls. 
Public processions and door-to-door are good 
avenues for parties to spread their messages.  
  The electoral Act (Sections 96(3)-(4) forbids the 
promotion, propagation of attacks on political 
parties, candidates, their programmes or ideolo-
gies. Campaigns are allowed in stadiums and 
open fields. But we are aware that some state gov-
ernments deny opposition parties access to such 
public places. The police themselves are aware. 
  The Delta Police did not do well to ask political 
campaigners to cancel their programmes 
because of the likelihood of violence. If intelli-
gence revealed the possibility of violence, the 
planners of such violence must have names and 
addresses. It is the responsibility of the law 
enforcers to nip violence in the bud by arresting 
and prosecuting the planners. It is also the job of 
law enforcement to protect political campaigners 
as stated in the Electoral Act. It is therefore a dubi-
ous and self-indicting argument by the police 
that they ordered a political campaign canceled. 
It is a dereliction of duty and the police should 

take the blame for the casualties.  
  INEC’s response to the political vio-

lence in 
Delta and 

in 
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