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Governor, Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN), Mr Olayemi Cardoso (left); Minister of Finance and Coordinating Minister of the Economy, Mr Taiwo Oyedele; and
Director, G-24 Secretariat, lyabo Masha, at the G-24 press briefing yesterday, during the Annual Meetings of the International Monetary Fund and the World
Bank in Bangkok, Thailand.
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NAFDAC uncovers
fake drinks factory’
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framework left); The Queen Consort of Warri Kingdom, Her Majesty, Olori Atuwatse Il (4th right); and Executive Director, Zenith Bank Plc, Mrs Adobi Nwapa, with girls
NEWS PAGE 5 from selected schools in Lagos during the maiden edition of the Zenith Bank Girl-Child Empowerment Programme held at the Civic Centre, Victoria Island,

Founder, Aruwa Capital Management Adesuwa Okunbo-Rhodes (3rd left); Group Managing Director/CEQ, Zenith Bank Plc, Dame Dr Adaora Umeaji (5th

Lagos, on Monday.

Debt offlce plansN5.75
trillion bond offer as FG's
borrowing surges 106%
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Tinubu’s
re-election bid

draws opposition
figures into APC

Coalltlon NEWS PAGEG Y sy eer i Moyosore Adebanjo, during the inaugural edition of the Seyi Tinubu Colloquium, held in Lagos under the theme, ‘Shaping the Future To-
gether’.

Mr Moyosore Bamigbade (left); former Senior Special Advisor on industrialisation to the President of the African Development Bank (AfDB), Prof. Oyeyinka
Oyehaniji-Oyelaran; former President, AfDB, Dr Akinwumi A. Adesina; Chairman, City Boy Movement, Mr Seyi Tinubu; GMD, Sahara Power Group, Mr Kola
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NAFDAC uncovers 20 illegal stores, seizes products worth N2b in Lagos

By lieoma Nwanosike

THE National Agency for
Food and Drug Administra-
tion and Control (NAFDAC)
has uncovered more than 20
illegal stores allegedly in-
volved in counterfeit alco-
holic beverage operations at
the International Trade Fair
Complex, Lagos State, with
products seized and evacu-
ated from the premises val-
ued at over N2 billion.

The operation by the
agency’s Investigation and En-
forcement Directorate also
led to the arrest of two sus-
pects allegedly involved in

Nigeria secures UN Human
Rights Council seat

IGERIA has been elected

to the United Nations
Human Rights Council, se-
curing 172 votes out of 181.

The election marks a signifi-
cant step in the country’s en-
gagement with the UN body
responsible for promoting
and protecting human rights
globally.

Alongside Nigeria, the Gen-
eral Assembly also elected 14
other countries across Africa,
Asia, Europe, Latin America
and the Caribbean to the
Geneva-based United Nations
Human Rights Council.

The 15 members elected are
to serve a three-year term
from 2027 to 2029 starting
from January1,2027 and end
on 31 December 2029.

The 14 other countries
elected alongside Nigeria
through a secret ballot were:
Brazil, Burundi, Dominican
Republic, Germany, Ghana,
Ireland, Japan, Jordan,
Kuwait, Moldova, Nepal,
Ukraine, Uruguay and Zam-
bia.

The United Nations Human
Rights Council comprising 47
member states is charged
with the promotion and pro-
tection of human rights
around the world.

However, Burundi, Ghana,
Japan, Kuwait, Brazil and the
Dominican Republic were re-
elected into the Council.

OUR GIRLS

STILL
MISSING

Tope Templer Olaiya,
News Editor

@TopeTempIer

counterfeiting popular alco-
holic beverage brands, revali-
dating expired and unsafe
drinks for resale, and stockpil-
ing banned imported prod-
ucts.

According to NAFDAC, the il-
legal operations were con-
cealed within makeshift
parking stores on the prem-
ises, where its operatives dis-
covered activities involving
the production and revalida-
tion of counterfeit beverages.

The agency had earlier dis-
closed in a video posted on its
official X account that it un-
covered a suspected facility at

Zamfara Plaza, BBA Trade Fair
Complex, where expired en-
ergy drinks and popular wine
and whisky brands were al-
legedly being revalidated for
sale.

In the video, an agency offi-
cial showed operatives in-
specting drinks awaiting the
removal of their expiry labels,
alongside chemicals and
equipment suspected to have
been used in the process.

The official also displayed
packaging materials, new bot-
tle corks and what was de-
scribed as a filtration system
comprising a large bowl con-

taining liquid.

According to the official, the
suspects allegedly supplied
the revalidated drinks to bars
and nightclubs through
arrangements with some bar
managers, raising concerns
about the possible circulation
of expired or falsified alco-
holic and non-alcoholic bever-
ages.

NAFDAC urged members of
the public to remain vigilant
and report suspicious manu-
facturing, revalidation or
sales activities through the
agency’s official complaints
line.

Bassey, five others win €36,000 for global actions against ecological collapse

By Chinedum Uwaeghulam
IGERIAN environmentalist
and Right Livelihood
Award laureate Dr Nnimmo

Bassey and five other extraordi-

nary individuals from around
the world including Berta
Caceres from Honduras, who
was assassinated in 2016 due to
her resistance have been
named the winners of the
Courageous Scientists Award
for fighting for justice in the
face of ecological and climate
collapse.

Initiated by the Austrian archi-

tectural historian Dr Norbert
Mayr, the award endowed with
€5,000 per laureate, honours
exceptionally courageous sci-
entists and activists from

around the globe. It will be pre-

sented for the second time

today (October 13) during a
celebratory gala at Vienna’s
Porgy & Bess Jazz Club.

The Courageous Scientists
Award for Environmental and
Climate Justice has been
awarded annually since 2025
and is funded by the Forum
for Eco-Social Transforma-
tions (Vienna) under the lead-
ership of Mayr. The award
honors scientists and socially
engaged individuals who,
aware of ecological collapse,
stand up for the protection of
the climate and our shared
environment, despite signifi-
cant personal risks and politi-
cal resistance.

Among the recipients is Ana
Laide Soares Barbosa of Brazil,
fighting alongside the move-
ment Movimento Xingu Vivo

para Sempre against exploita-
tive mega-projects threaten-
ing the rivers, forests, and
indigenous territories of the
Xingu region.

Akino Miyagi of Japan was
recognized for raising aware-
ness about the environmental
impact of U.S. military bases
despite state persecution.

Also, Dr Malik Oedin of New
Caledonia earned the award
for his work protecting bio-
logical diversity and involving
local communities through
the organisation Gardiens
Des iles, as well as Seble
Samue of ETHIOPIA for re-
claiming public space and tra-
ditional ecological practices
and transforming the right to
the city across Urban
Ethiopia.

Nigerian lawyer wins IBA Pro Bono award for championing access to justice

By Yetunde Ayobami Ojo

IGERIAN lawyer, Yusuf

Temilola Nurudeen, has re-
ceived the International Bar As-
sociation (IBA) Pro Bono Award
in recognition of his commit-
ment to providing access to
justice for indigent and vulner-
able people.

Nurudeen received the award
at the IBA’s annual awards
breakfast in Copenhagen, Den-
mark. Other recipients in-
cluded Charmaine Yao, who
won the Outstanding Young
Lawyer Award, and Zar Li Aye,
who was honoured for out-
standing contribution by a
legal practitioner to human
rights.

The award was presented by
Babatunde Ajibade, SAN, chair

of the IBA Section on Public
and Professional Interest (SPPI)
for 2025-2026, alongside other
executives of the section,
which promotes the exchange
of information and views on
public and professional inter-
estissues affecting the legal
profession worldwide.

Nurudeen dedicated the
recognition to 141 volunteer
lawyers working across 18
states in Nigeria through the
Foundation for Public Interest
Law and Development, also
known as The Pro Bono Centre.
The lawyers provide legal assis-
tance to people who cannot af-
ford representation.

In his acceptance speech, Nu-
rudeen described access to jus-
tice as a personal cause rooted

in his upbringing in Ikotun,
Lagos, where he grew up and be-
came the first lawyer in his fam-
ily.

He said the possibility that his
father could have suffered
wrongful incarceration, similar
to the experiences of two Nigeri-
ans he cited, might have de-
prived him of the opportunity
to pursue his ambitions.

“If my father had been wrong-
fully arrested and incarcerated
for thirteen years, like Igba Isaac,
or eightyears, like Pa Idowu
Fashola, my dreams might have
been cut short,” he said.

He explained that such an expe-
rience could have deprived his
father of his freedom and him of
the opportunity to become a

lawyer.

RANDOM FACTS

» Watching your team
lose can trigger heart
attacks.

« Nigerian model,
Oma Osele has won
the 2026 Miss Conti-
nental World compe-
tition in Thailand.

e Ghana's Govern-
ment is set to paint
1.28 million houses
across the country to
beautify the nation
ahead of its 70th Inde-
pendence Day cele-
bration in 2027.

« Ethiopia has
opened its first
national precious
metals refinery to
process gold locally
and increase domes-
tic value.
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Politics is war without
bloodshed while war is
politics with bloodshed.

When the enemy
advances, withdraw; When
he stops, harass; When he

tires, strike; When he
retreats, pursue.
MAO
TSE-TUNG

Optimists and pessimists
die the same way. They just
live differently. | prefer to
live as an optimist.

The most important thing in
life is to dare. The most
complicated thing in life is
to be afraid. The smartest
thing in the world is to try to
be a moral person.
SHIMON

PERES

CROSS WORD PUZZLE

* ACROSS

I. LGA in Katsina State, (7).

7. Of great size, (3).
8. And not, (3).

10.Animal reproductive structure, (3)
1. Small tattered piece, (3).

12. LGA in Nasarawa State, (7).
16.Electronic shoplifting prevention, abbr.
19. Internally-Displaced People, abbr.
2l. Give in marriage, (7).

25. Accounting rate of return, abbr.
26.Extrasensory perception, abbr. (3)
27. Syrian cloth, (3).

28. Int’l. Labor Organization, abbr.
29. Eastern Daylight Time, abbr., (3).
30. Gases forming atmosphere, (3).
31.LGA in Oyo State, (7).

Check page 3l for solution to the puzzle
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1 ; 9. Yoruba King, (3).
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* DOWN

I. Orange beverage, (5).
2.Mammal with pointed nose, (5)
3. Fruit of oak, (5).

4. Town in Abeokuta North, (5).
5.LGA in Lagos State, (5).

6. Nigeria's commerecial city, (5).
13. A young goat, (3).

14, Tool for cutting, (2).

I5. Fossil fuel:, (3).

I7. Electronic braking system, abbr.
18. Depart, (2).

19. Town in Osun State, (5).

20. Academic article, (5).
21.Greek Muse of lyric poetry, (5)
22. Malayan sailboat, (5).

23. United Nations organ, (5).
24. Display exaggerated emo-
tions, (5).

TODAY IN HISTORY
* World Standards Day
2025 - Madagascar
A coup d'état successfully
overthrew Malagasy presi-
dent Andry Rajoelina.
2023 - Nigeria
Borno Police Command
stopped thieves from cart-
ing away train coaches at
the Maiduguri Railway Ter-
minus after a tip-off.
202! - Nigeria
Ex-Senate President, Dr Iy-
orchia Aﬁu, emerged con-
sensus chairmanship
candidate of the Peoples
Democratic Party ahead of
its Oct 31 national elective
convention holding at Ea-
gles Square, Abuja. A can-
didate emerged each from
the North Central, North
West, and North-East geo-
political zones.Ex-Katsina
Governor, Ibrahim Shema
was North West candidate,
Senator Suleiman Nazif
from Bauchi, current PDP
Deputy National Chair-
man (North), emerged
Northeast candidate and
the North Central chose
Ayu from Benue State.

202! - USA

About 10,000 American
employees of John Deere
went on strike.

* 2017 - Somalia

Amassive truck bombing
in Somalia killed 358 peo-
ple and injured over 400
others.

* 2014 - Serbia

The Serbia vs. Albania
UEFA qualifying match
was canceled after 42 min-
utes due to several inci-
dents on and off the pitch.
Albania was eventually
awarded a win.

¢ 2012 - Austria

Felix Baumgartner suc-
cessfully jumped to Earth
from a balloon in the strat-
osphere.

* |994 - Palestine
Yasser Arafat, Yitzhak
Rabin and Shimon Peres
received Nobel Peace Prize
for their role in establish-
ment of the Oslo Accords
and the framing of future
Palestinian self government

*[99| - Burma

Opposition leader Aung
San Suu Kyi was awarded
Nobel Peace Prize.

* 98I - Egypt

Vice President Hosni
Mubarak was elected as
President of Egypt, one
week after the assassina-
tion of Anwar Sadat.

*|976 - China

Mao Tse-tung, Communist
party chairman died at 82
in Beijing.In 1965, he
launci'leg the controver-
sial Cultural Revolution,
an often-brutal campaign
to reform Chinese society.
He was later held responsi-
ble for 70 million deaths.
«(964 - USA

Martin Luther King Jnr. got
Nobel Peace Prize

for combating racial
inequality through
nonviolence.
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NASS, NAF, NSIB probe Ondo plane crash, search for bodies

From John Akubo, Sodig Omolaoye
(Abuja), Adewale Momoh (Akure)
and Opeyemi Babalola (Lagos)
FOLLOWING the crash of an

ATR-42 aircraft in Igboko-
da, Ondo State, last week, which
claimed 32 lives, the Senate
has demanded a detailed ac-
count of funds allocated for
Nigerian Air Force (NAF) air-
craft maintenance.

This was as NAF intensified
search and recovery efforts.
The body has also constituted
a12-member board to investi-
gate the incident.

The lawmakers also called for
a transparent investigation
into the October 5 crash, di-
recting NAF and the Nigerian
Safety Investigation Bureau

Fuel discount
not return to
subsidy regime,
says CPPE

* HURIWA says NI,370
pump price offers no
relief

* Aghakoba urges
presidential candidates
to state positions on
petrol pricing

By Bertram Nwannekanma and

Tobi Awodipe

THE Chief Executive Officer

(CEO) of the Centre for the

Promotion of Private Enter-
prise (CPPE), Dr Muda Yusuf, has
said the Federal Government’s
fuel price relief initiative
through the Nigerian National
Petroleum Company Limited
(NNPCL) should not be inter-
preted as a reversal of petrole-
um subsidy removal, describ-
ingitasatemporary interven-
tion to cushion the impact of
the global energy crisis.

Meanwhile, the Human Rights
Writers Association of Nigeria
(HURIWA) criticised the Feder-
al Government’s 30-day petrol
discountinitiative, describing
the N66 per-litre reduction as
inadequate relief for Nigeri-
ans struggling with rising fuel
prices and the cost of living.

In his part, former President of
the Nigerian Bar Association
(NBA), Dr Olisa Agbakoba, has
urged presidential candidates
in the 2027 general election to
publicly declare their positions
on petroleum pricing, de-
scribing fuel costs as a poten-
tially decisive issue for voters.
IN a policy brief issued yes-

terday, Yusuf said the recent
escalation in petroleum prod-
uct prices was driven princi-
pally by developments in the
global energy market, particu-
larly geopolitical tensions that
had pushed crude oil prices
above $100 per barrel.

He argued that the price surge
was an external shock affecting
both oil-producing and oil-im-
porting economies and was
neither a consequence of Nige-
ria’s subsidy removal policy
nor peculiar to the country.

Read the remaining story
on www.guardian.ng

Monarch, residents lament stench of decomposing bodies, aviation fuel

(NSIB) to establish the imme-
diate and underlying causes
of the incident.

Similarly, the House of Repre-
sentatives called for an inde-
pendent investigation into the
fatal crash.

More than a week after the
tragedy; residents of the coastal
community are confronting a
worsening environmental and
public health situation, with de-
composing human remains
and spiltaviation fuel said to be
contaminating the river.

The Senate reached the reso-
lutions yesterday following a
motion sponsored by the Chair-
man of Senate Committee on
Air Force, Osita Ngwu (PDP,
Enugu West).

Ngwu told the lawmakers that
the aircraft, with tail number
NGR 931, was reportedly on a

g \

routine mission from Benin
City to Lagos when it crashed
near the Naval Base in Ig-
bokoda, headquarters of Ilaje
Local Council of Ondo State.

He said air traffic controllers
lost contact with the aircraft at
about 9:13 a.m., while efforts to
reach the crew by radio proved
unsuccessful till search-and-
rescue teams located the
wreckage.

The incident has raised fresh
questions about the mainte-
nance of military aircraft, the
condition of ageing fleets and
the safety procedures govern-
ing military aviation opera-
tions.

Senator Adams Oshiomhole
(APC, Edo North) intensified
the scrutiny by asking the NAF
to submitdetails of its aircraft
maintenance budget to the

Senate through the relevant
committee.

Oshiomhole said the law-
makers needed to establish
how much the Air Force allo-
cated for maintaining the air-
craftinvolved in the crash.

Seconding the additional
prayer, Senator Titus Tartenger
(APC, Benue North-West) called
for an assessment of the funds
provided for aircraft mainte-
nance and whether the alloca-
tion was adequate.

The Senate subsequently man-
dated its committees on Air
Force and Aviation to visit the
crash site, engage relevant mil-
itaryauthorities and assess the
serviceability and airworthi-
ness of military aircraft.

They called on the NAF and
NSIB to make the findings of
their investigation public.

Former Governor of Plateau State, Simon Lalong (left); former Minister of Defence, Muhammed Abubakar; former Governor of Kano State, Ibrahim Shakarau
and Vice President Kashim Shettima during the Vice President’s meeting with Arewa for Asiwaju (A4A) at the Presidential Villa, Abuja.

In the same vein, the House,
during plenary yesterday; called
for a comprehensive audit of
militaryaircraft and their main-
tenance systems.

That was after Alhassan Usman
(APC, Kano) moved an urgent
motion on the incident, urging
the Federal Government to
strengthen aircraft mainte-
nance, ensure adequate fund-
ing for the military and im-
prove operational safety.

Usman said the loss of military
personnel underscored the
need for sustained investment
inmilitary aviation infrastruc-
ture, aircraft maintenance and
the logistical supportrequired
to keep military aircraft oper-
ational and safe.

Donald Ojogo (APC, Ondo)
supported the motion but
called for an independent in-

2027: Makinde Campaign, Falana query NI5tr Lagos-Calabar Coastal Highway
Group tells critics to keep politics out of infrastructure devt

From Azimazi Momoh Jimoh
(Abuja) Nnamdi Akpa (Abakaliki)

THE Makinde-Daura Presi-
dential Campaign Organi-
sation (MDPCO) has demanded
an independent audit of the
Ni15 trillion Lagos-Calabar
coastal highway project, ac-
cusing the President Bola Tin-
ubu administration of inade-
quate planning and a lack of
transparency in its execution.

Also, human rights lawyer,
Femi Falana, called on Nigeri-
ans to demand accountability
from the Federal Government
in the Ni5 trillion Lagos-Cal-
abar highway, questioning re-
ported changes to the project’s
route.

However, a group, Ndigbo for
Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu
2027 Forum NDI-ABAT, yester-
day, urged the critics of Presi-
dent Bola Tinubu on the high-
way, especially former Vice Pres-
ident Atiku Abubakar, to look
beyond partisan differences
and assess the decision in the
context of national develop-
ment.

MDPCO also called on the Fed-

eral Government to publish all
procurement and payment
records relating to the high-
way, along with engineering
assessments, the cost implica-
tions of the recent route re-
alignment, and a comprehen-
sive account of the amount
spent so far.

The Director-General of MDP-
CO, Felix Hyat, at a briefing yes-
terday, described the contro-
versy surrounding the project
as a test of the government’s
commitment to transparency
and accountability in manag-
ing public resources.

Hyat said the decision to re-
align part of the highway;, as an-
nounced by the Minister of
Works, David Umabhi, raised
questions about the adequacy
of the project’s original design,
the assessment of environ-
mental challenges, and the
process through which the con-
tract was awarded.

He argued that the develop-

mentwarranted a fresh exam-
ination of the project’s techni-
cal and financial foundations,
particularly given its report-
ed costand the country’s com-
peting infrastructure needs.

While stressing that the or-
ganisation was not opposed
toroad construction, Hyat said
the circumstances surround-
ing the realignment raised con-
cerns about whether sufficient
engineering and environ-
mental assessments were con-
ducted before work com-
menced.

He also questioned Umabhi’s
subsequent denial of an earli-
er announcement that Tinubu
had directed the realignment,
insisting that video evidence of
the minister’s statement con-
tradicted the denial.

The campaign director-gen-
eral maintained that the Fed-
eral Government owed Nige-
rians a clear explanation of
the reasons for the route ad-
justment and its implications

for the project’s overall cost.
FALANA expressed concern

that the coastal highway; ini-
tially designed to run along
Nigeria’s coastline, has now
been redirected inland in some
sections, raising questions
about the project’s original
plan and funding.

He made the remarks in a
video shared by News Central, in
which he also urged Nigerians
to defend their votes in the
2027 general elections, regard-
less of their political affiliation.

vestigation into the crash, say-
ing the circumstances sur-
rounding the incident required
further scrutiny.

He added that the proposed in-
vestigation should not prevent
NAF from conducting its own
inquiry.

Read the remaining story
on www.guardian.ng

2027: INEC,

security agencies,
party leaders,

others meet in Lagos

* CS0Os warn against
ethnic bias claims over
INEC staff redeployments

¢ Olawepo-Hashim blames
distrust, poverty,
insecurity for voter
apathy

From Sodig Omolaoye, Abuja

HE Independent National

Electoral Commission
(INEC) in Lagos State met with
security agencies, political par-
ties and other stakeholders yes-
terday to strengthen collabo-
ration and ensure peaceful con-
duct of the 2027 general elec-
tions.

Speaking at the stakeholders’
meeting in Lagos, the state’s
Resident Electoral Commis-
sioner (REC), Prof. Ayobami
Salami, said the meeting also
aimed to mobilise public sup-
port for the effective imple-
mentation of the commission’s
electoral plans.

Also, yesterday, the Coalition
of Civil Society Organisations
Against Corruption (COCSOAC)
cautioned against unverified
allegations  of  ethnic
favouritism and political in-
terference in INEC staff rede-
ployments.

Relatedly, former presiden-
tial candidate, Gbenga Olawe-
po-Hashim, has identified dis-
trustin the electoral process, in-
security, logistical challenges,
dissatisfaction with candidates
and perceptions of predeter-
mined outcomes as factors con-
tributing to declining voter
turnout in Nigeria.

Salami said the commission
was intensifying preparations
in logistics, personnel deploy-
ment, election security, voter
education and accessibility.
He said INEC had moved from
strategic planning to active op-
erational implementation, with
nine of the 14 scheduled mile-
stones for the 2027 elections al-
ready accomplished as of Oc-
tober 6.
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News Analysis

Kiddies’ zone: When content
creation goes overboard

The worsening in-country poverty and
the struggle for survival have made
many Nigerians social media content
creators, but with attendant exploita-
tive and indecent online content. This
has raised questions over legal gaps,
monetisation, algorithmic amplifica-
tion, and platform accountability,
AMEH OCHOJILA reports.

CHILD is filmed during a moment of dis-
ress. Within minutes, the video is on social
media. Before the family fully understands what
has happened, strangers are commenting, shar-
ing and reposting the distress. The person who
uploaded it gains attention, followers and
potential money, while the child has little con-
trol over where the images go or how long they
remain online.

This is one of the darker consequences of
Nigeria’s rapidly expanding creator economy.
The same attention that can turn a social media
post into income can also turn a child’s vulnera-
bility into content.

Across Nigeria, the race for views has become
increasingly competitive. Creators need audi-
ences, platforms need engagement, and adver-
tisers need eyeballs. Consequently; controversy,
confrontation, humiliation and sensationalism
can travel faster than carefully produced or
responsible content.

There is nothing inherently unlawful about
monetising digital content, as thousands of
Nigerians legitimately use social media toearn a
living, promote businesses, educate audiences
and build careers. The concern arises when the
commercial value attached to engagement col-
lides with the privacy, dignity and safety of chil-
dren.

Nigeria’s Cybercrime (Prohibition, Prevention,
etc.)Act,asamended in 2024, already criminalis-
es several forms of online exploitation involving
children, including specified forms of groom-
ing and solicitation through information and
communications technology for sexual purpos-
es. It also addresses the exploitation of children
for pornographic performances.

However, criminalising conduct after it occurs
addresses only part of the problem. Social media
allows content to be amplified within seconds,
reproduced indefinitely, and, where monetisa-
tion is involved, converted into commercial
value.

A child does not experience the Internet as sec-
tions of the Cybercrime Act, rather, he/she
encounters recommendations, messages,
videos, livestreams, comments, algorithms,
influencers and strangers, often across several
platforms at once. That reality exposes a gap
between conventional criminal enforcement
and the architecture of the modern digital econ-
omy.

The issue is therefore no longer confined to the
person who produces harmful material; it also
concerns the systems through which the mate-
rial is amplified, the commercial incentives
attached to engagements and the safeguards
available when a child becomes part of the con-
tent.

No doubt monetisation has created legitimate
livelihoods for entertainers, educators, journal-
istsand entrepreneurs. At the same time, instant
engagement data can create a powerful feed-
back loop. Creators can identify what attracts
audiences, while platforms use engagement sig-
nals to determine what receives greater visibili-

Unfortunately, a private moment can become a
viral clip. A family dispute can become enter-
tainment. A confrontation can become a
livestream. An embarrassing incident can be
transformed into content and circulated far
beyond those who witnessed it.

Once such material begins generating engage-
ment, the interests of the creator and the child
can diverge sharply. The creator may gain visibil-
ity and commercial value, while the child bears
the reputational, emotional and privacy conse-
quences.

Legal experts said that the imbalance is diffi-
cult to address through criminal prosecution
alone.

The Cybercrime Act was enacted in 2015, when
the social media economy was considerably
less developed. Although amended in 2024, the
digital environment has continued to evolve
through creator monetisation, recommenda-
tion algorithms and increasingly sophisticated
online interaction.

The regulatory challenge has consequently
moved beyond identifying individual offences
to addressing systemic risks. Where a child is
exposed to harmful material, contacted by
unknown adults or made the subject of widely
circulated content, an individual offender may
be identifiable. Yet the circumstances may also
involve platform design, recommendation sys-
tems, privacy settings and inadequate report-
ing mechanisms.

It is important to note that other jurisdictions
are already examining that wider responsibili-
ty. Australia, for instance, introduced rules
requiring designated social media platforms,
from December 10, 2025, to take reasonable
steps to prevent Australians under 16 from
holding accounts. The obligation is placed on
platforms rather than children or their parents,
with corporations potentially facing civil penal-
ties of up to A$54.6 million for failing to comply:

The Australian model is significant because it
shifts part of the responsibility upstream,
towards the companies that design and oper-
ate the digital environment. Parental supervi-
sion remains impor-
tant, but parents can-
not realistically moni-
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amplification or the commercial incen-
tives behind staged or exploitative con-
tent.

Odeh said parental consent could also
become a legal vulnerability
where the parent is the
exploiter. He cited
the  recent
Onitsha
case, in
which a
mother
reportedly
told
police she
earned up to $300 from uploading a porno-
graphic video involving her eight-year-old
daughter to TikTok.

The case, he said, illustrated how financial
incentives could operate faster than existing
safeguards. Odeh also noted that although the
House of Representatives passed the Child
Online Access Protection Bill in December 2025,
it has yet to become a law, leaving the specific
regulatory gap unresolved.

He called for clear and enforceable duties on
creators who feature children online, including
documented, content-specific consent that
identifies the material, platforms, duration,and
commercial purpose. However, he stressed that
consent should never legitimise content show-
ing a child in distress, danger, humiliation, sex-
ualised circumstances or other situations likely
to cause psychological harm.

Lawyers say Nigeria
already has several
legal provisions capa-
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The European Union
has approached the
issue from another
direction, with greater
emphasis on safety by
design. In July 2025, the
European Commission
issued guidelines under the Digital Services Act
recommending measures, including private-
by-default accounts for minors, stronger con-
trols over recommender systems, easier block-
ing and muting, restrictions on adding chil-
dren to groups without their consent and safe-
guards against unwanted distribution of mate-
rial posted by minors. Italso recommended dis-
abling certain features associated with exces-
sive engagement, including autoplay and push
notifications.

The approach recognises that online harm
does not always begin with a single unlawful
message. Sometimes it is connected to the way
aserviceis designed toretain attention. If a plat-
form is built around maximising engagement,
the regulatory concern therefore extends
beyond individual creators to the systems
determining what users are encouraged to see,
share and consume.

For Nigeria, that distinction is increasingly rel-
evant. Country Director, AccountabilityLab
Nigeria, Friday Odeh, said Nigeria's legal
framework remains structurally inade-
quate because online child exploitation
is treated largely as a general cyber-
crime, child protection or data gover-
nance issue rather than as a distinct @
form of commercial digital exploita- |
tion. Y

According to him, although the Child
Rights Act, Cybercrimes Act and
Nigeria Data Protection Act
address abuse, sexual
exploitation, privacy
and children’s data,
they do not ade-
quately regulate
sharing for profit,
algorithmic

Ogbankwa

tinct form of commercial digital
exploitation.
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mediary regulation.

Human rights lawyer
Deji Ajare said the
Child Rights Act 2003
provides a broad foun-
dation, particularly its
provisions on the best
interests of the child, privacy; dignity and pro-
tection from exploitation.

He noted that these provisions can apply where
a child’s humiliation, distress, illness, grief or
other private experiences are deliberately
exposed online for engagement or financial
gain. The Nigeria Data Protection Act 2023 pro-
vides an additional layer by treating identifiable
images, videos and other information as per-
sonal data and providing enhanced safeguards
for children.

Ajare stressed, however, that parental consent
should not be regarded as a “blank cheque” to
commercialise a child’s dignity, because the
child remains an independent rights-holder
whose best interests must be considered.

He also pointed to NITDA'’s Code of Practice for
Interactive Computer Service Platforms and
Internet Intermediaries, which contains provi-
sions on harmful content involving children,
including reporting, risk assessment and take-

down obligations. In his view, however, effec-
__tive protection must go beyond deleting
>, an original post, because harmful
""';-i material can be quickly downloaded,
| reposted, and circulated across mul-
. tiple accounts.
| An Abuja-based constitutional
lawyer and human rights activist,
Okueyeleghe S.E. Maliki, similarly
described the existing framework as a
“patchwork” in which responsibility
is clearer for creators than for
platforms.

He distinguished
between the per-
son who creates
harmful materi-
al, the person

who publishes

www.guardian.ng

or redistributes it, and the platform that hosts,
recommends, monetises or amplifies it.

Maliki said the legal uncertainty becomes more
significant where a platform knows that materi-
al is harmful to a child, but its recommendation
systems continue to push the content to wider
audiences while generating revenue. He argued
that existing rules do not yet clearly establish
when algorithmic amplification itself creates
platform liability.

He also pointed to the emerging judicial debate
over intermediary responsibility in Femi Falana
v Meta Platforms Inc., saying the case illustrates
the unresolved question of where platform
responsibility ends and the independent
responsibility of a content creator begins.

A lawyer in the chambers of Sunday Godwin
Ogboji (SAN), John C. Ekeleme, said the creator’s
responsibility is comparatively clearer under
existing law, pointing to the Child Rights Act,
Cybercrimes Actand Nigeria Data Protection Act.
He added that where online material amounts
to defamation, a child may also have a route to
civil redress through a parent or guardian acting
on the child’s behalf.

Ekeleme, however, identified a significant gap in
platform accountability. He said NITDA’s Code of
Practice is a regulatory instrument rather than a
dedicated statute imposing comprehensive
duties on social-media platforms, particularly in
relation to algorithmic amplification and rev-
enue derived from harmful content. He also said
those who knowingly reshare and profit from
abusive material may face liability depending on
their conduct, but that the law is less clear where
responsibility extends beyond the original cre-
ator.

Taken together, the lawyers assess that Nigeria is
not without legal remedies for children whose
privacy, dignity or welfare is violated online. The
more difficult issue is the allocation of responsi-
bility across the entire digital-content chain, par-
ticularly where harmful material is not merely
uploaded but recommended, amplified and
monetised.

They, therefore, called for clearer platform-spe-
cific child-safety obligations covering areas such
as safety by design, effective reporting and
removal mechanisms, restrictions on monetis-
ing exploitative child content, algorithmic risk
assessment, transparency over recommenda-
tion systems and clearer standards for platform
liability after notice or where a platform’s sys-
tems materially contribute to foreseeable harm.

Also, the Convener of the Security Situation
Room, Douglas Ogbankwa, said the amended
Cybercrimes Act already contains provisions
applicable to some forms of online sexual
exploitation and sextortion. He said Section 24(1)
and (2) criminalises certain forms of cyberstalk-
ing and sextortion involving pornographic or
indecent material transmitted through a com-
puter system or network for extortion, threats or
obtaining a pecuniary or other benefit.

According to Ogbankwa, a lawyer, the provision
carries a punishment of up to10 years’ imprison-
ment and|or a fine of up to N25 million. He also
pointed to Section 23 of the amended Act, which
prohibits the production, procurement, distri-
bution, transmission, making available or pos-
session of material depicting a child in a porno-
graphic or sexually explicit act, including where
the material is used for entertainment or gain.

Read the remaining part of
this article on www.guardian.ng
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Tinubu rallies judiciary to hasten corruption trials

 Demands review of prosecution strategies, stronger capacity

From Terhemba Daka, Abuja

SIDENT Bola Tinubu has
urged the judiciary to close
procedural loopholes exploit-
ed by politically exposed per-
sons and organised criminal
networks to delay or frustrate
corruption trials, calling for
reforms to strengthen the
prosecution of financial and
economic crimes.

The President said the fight
against corruption required
an independent, progressive,
and reform-minded judiciary
capable of responding to evolv-
ing criminal tactics and en-
suring thatlegal technicalities

FG processes 156,026
import licences, permits
in six months

From Sodiq Omolaoye, Abuja

EDERAL Government’s Na-
tional Single Window
(NSW) platform  has
processed 156,026 licences,
permits and certificates since
its launch on March 27,2026.
This is as the government
intensifies efforts to digitise
trade procedures and im-
prove the efficiency of import
and export processes.

The Project Director of the
National Single Window;, Tola
Fakolade, disclosed this dur-
ing a press conference in
Abuja yesterday, while pre-
senting an update on the
platform’s implementation,
achievements and next phase
of development.

Fakolade said more than
12,000 importers, customs
agents, shipping lines, airlines
and freight forwarders had
registered on the platform,
while over 8,000 users had
received training.

He added that five govern-
mentagencies had been fully
onboarded.

According to the figures
presented, the Standards Or-
ganisation of Nigeria (SON)
accounted for104,956 of the
licences, permits and certifi-
cates processed, while the
National Agency for Food
and Drug Administration
and Control (NAFDAC) ac-
counted for 50,622.

The platform has also
processed 3,964 air and sea
cargo manifests. These com-
prised 3,596 air cargo mani-
fests submitted by 27 airlines
and 368 sea manifests sub-
mitted by 56 shipping lines.

did not become instruments
of frustration for justice.

Tinubu made the call yester-
dayin Abuja while addressing
the eighth yearly Economic
and Financial Crimes Com-
mission (EFCC)/National Ju-
dicial Institute (N]JI) Capacity
Building Workshop for Judges
and Justices. He was repre-
sented by Vice President
Kashim Shettima.

With the theme, ‘Investigation
and Prosecution of Economic
and Financial Crimes in a Dig-
ital Age’, the workshop focused
on strengthening the capacity

=

of judicial officers to address
the growing complexities of
financial crimes driven by
technological innovation.

The President urged judicial
officers to scrutinise existing
legal frameworks and prose-
cution strategies, identi§ gaps
in the administration of crim-
inal justice and reconsider
outdated precedents that
could be exploited to under-
mine the effective prosecution
of offenders.

President Tinubu described
financial and economic crimes
as a major threat to Nigeria’s

o

development, warning against
treating the anti-corruption
campaign as the exclusive re-
sponsibility of the executive
arm of government.

He said corruption under-
mined public institutions
across all arms of government
and imposed a burden on or-
dinary Nigerians, making the
fightagainst grafta collective
responsibility.

“We must no longer permit
legal pyrotechnics and pro-
cedural pedantry to shelter
criminality. The Bench is not
merely a mechanical arbiter

-

of rules,but an active guardian
of moral order and social eq-
uity;” the President said.

He added that the law should
serve the broader public in-
terestrather than protect nar-
row interests through tech-
nical manoeuvres.

“Our courts must embody
the spirit, and not just the
arid letter, of the law;” he said.

The President said that mean-
ingful progress in the fight
against corruption would re-
main elusive without an in-
dependent and reform-ori-
ented judiciary,commending
the EFCC and the NJI for sus-

Chairman, House Sub-Committee on Host Communities, Clement Jimbo (left); Chairman, House Committee on Host Communities, Dumnamene Dekor; Deputy

Chairman of the Committee, Abdulkadir Hussaini, and another member of the committee, Peter Aniekwe, during a news conference on the outcome of the review
meeting on effectiveness of the pipeline security surveillance contract and decision on petitions against Pipeline Infrastructure Nigeria Limited and it's leadership
at the National Assembly in Abuja, yesterday.
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NUC sanctions two universities over honorary degrees, introduces Al policy framework

From Owede Aghajileke, Abuja

ATIONAL Universities

Commission (NUC) has
sanctioned two universities
forviolating its guidelines on
the conferment of honorary
doctorate degrees, eight
months after warning insti-
tutions against the indiscrim-
inate award and misuse of
the titles.

The Executive Secretary of
the commission, Prof. Abdul-
lahi Ribadu, disclosed this yes-
terdayin Abuja at the opening
of the 2026 NUC Retreat with
vice-chancellors of Nigerian
universities.

Although Ribadu did not
name the affected universities
or disclose the sanctions im-

posed, the action signals the
commission’s resolve to en-
force its guidelines on hon-
orary degrees.

In February, the Commission
warned against the growing
incidence of indiscriminate
conferment and misuse of
honorary doctorate degrees,
threatening sanctions against
institutions that violated its
guidelines and individuals
who abused the titles.

The Commission’s latest ac-
tion comes as itintensifies its
efforts to strengthen regula-
tory compliance, institutional
governance, research and in-
novation, and digital trans-
formation across the Nigerian
University System.

Speaking at the retreat, Ribadu

urged vice-chancellors to em-
brace ethical leadership,
strengthen institutional gov-
ernance, and forge strategic
partnerships to improve the
quality and global competi-
tiveness of Nigerian univer-
sities.

He highlighted key initiatives,
including deploying the e-
NUC platform to automate
the commission’s operations,
developing a National Artificial
Intelligence Roadmap and
Policy Framework, and intro-
ducing accreditation software
toimprove transparency and
efficiency.

Ribadu also emphasised the
need to strengthen research
commercialisation, urging
universities to translate re-

search findings into practical
solutions, marketable prod-
ucts and innovations capable
of addressing national devel-
opment challenges.

He called on universityleaders
to commit to measurable ac-
tions that would advance uni-
versity education, improve in-
stitutional performance and
position Nigerian universities
to compete globally.

The two-day retreat, themed
“Enhancing Regulatory Com-
pliance, Governance, Leader-
ship, and Partnership in the
Nigerian University System,”
brought together vice-chan-
cellors, strategic partners,and
NUC management to tackle
emerging challenges in uni-
versity education.

FG unveils tertiary workers’ agreement after [7-year impasse

From Collins Olayinka and
Owede Aghajileke, Abuja

AEERH years of protracted
egotiations and unre-
solved disputes, the Federal
Government has unveiled
renegotiated agreements
with academic and non-aca-
demic staff unions in tertiary
institutions, in a move aimed
at improving workers’ wel-
fare, ending recurring indus-
trial actions and ensurin
uninterrupted academic cal-
endars.

The Minister of Education,
Dr Tunji Alausa, who an-
nounced the agreements yes-
terday in Abuja, said the gov-
ernment had also paid the
Consolidated Academic Tools

* NASU demands urgent minimum wage review over rising costs

Allowance (CATA) and Con-
solidated Non-Teaching Tools
Allowance (CONTA) to eligible
personnel in tertiary insti-
tutions, with both allowances
taking effect from January
2026.

Alausa said the agreements
marked a significant depar-
ture from decades of delayed
and unfulfilled commitments
that had eroded trust be-
tween the government and
university workers, triggered
repeated strikes and disrupt-
ed academic calendars across
universities, polytechnics and
colleges of education.

He said the agreements were

designed to restore confi-
dence in the negotiation
process and support Presi-
dent Bola Tinubu’s commit-
ment to ensuring that four-
year degree programmes
were completed within four
years.

Alausa, however, stressed
that the government’s cred-
ibility would depend on its
ability to implement the
agreements faithfully, assur-
ing the unions that the Fed-
eral Government would ho-
nour its commitments.
WANWILE, the Non-

cademic Staff Union
of Educational and Associated

Institutions (NASU) has urged
the Federal Government to
review the N70,000 national
minimum wage urgently.

The union warned that ris-
ing food prices, transporta-
tion costs, housing expenses
and electricity tariffs have
eroded workers’ purchasing
power.

The union said the current
minimum wage had become
grossly inadeq]tlate tosustain
Nigerian workers and their
families amid mounting eco-
nomic pressures, describing
itasa “slave wage” that could
no longer guarantee basic
survival and dignity.

NASU President, Dr Makolo
Hassan, made the demand
in his address during the
union’s National Executive
Council (NEC) meeting in
Abuja yesterday.

Hassan said the government
must immediately review
the minimum wage in line
with prevailing economic re-
alities, insisting that workers
deserve a living wage that
provides decent living con-
ditions and protects their
earnings against inflationHe
also called for institution-
alised periodic wage reviews
and cost-of-living adjust-
ments to prevent inflation
from continually eroding
workers’ incomes.

taining their collaboration in
judicial capacity development.

He said the rapid evolution
of technology had expanded
the reach and sophistication
of criminal activities, with
blockchain technology and
artificial intelligence intro-
ducing new complexities into
the investigation and prose-
cution of financial crimes.

According to him, law en-
forcement agencies and ju-
dicial authorities must con-
tinuously 1(11pgrade their skills
and procedures to keep pace
wcilth emerging criminal meth-
ods.

Fake phones disrupt
network quality for other
users, NCC warns

« Nigerians consume [1.93m
terabytes in eight months,
despite poor services

From Adeyemi Adepetun (Lagos)
and Joel Oladele (Abuja)

GERIAN Communications
Commission (NCC) has
warned that fake and substan-
dard mobile phones can disrupt
network quality for other sub-
scribers sharing the same
telecommunications infrastruc-
ture.

The commission said the de-
vices could interfere with net-
work performance, adding to
the challenges operators face
in delivering reliable services
to millions of Nigerians.

The Director of Technical Stan-
dards and Network Integrity
atthe NCC, Edoyemi Ogoh, dis-
closed this ata news conference
on the commission’s technical
standards and networkintegrity
initiatives in Abuja yesterday:.

He explained that counterfeit
devices would not only affect
their owners but could also
undermine the quality of service
experienced by other sub-
scribers connected to the same
cell sites.

Nwachukwu warns
selective application
threatens international law

By Silver Nwokoro

FORMER Foreign Affairs Min-
ister, Gen. Ike Nwachukwu,
has warned that the selective
application of international law
by powerful countries could un-
dermine the global legal order
and encourage more nations
to disregard international
treaties in pursuit of their na-
tional interests.

Nwachukwu, who served twice
asNigeria’s Foreign Affairs Min-
ister; said the growin%disregard
for international obligations
and the unequal treatment of
countries under international
legal frameworks could trigger
a breakdown of order in inter-
national relations.

He gave this warning yesterday
at the 47th Annual Conference
of the Nigerian Society of Inter-
national Law (NSIL), held at the
Nigerian Institute of Interna-
tional Affairs (NIIA), Lagos,
themed, “From Obligations to
Implementation: Re-assessing
the Efficacy of International Law
in Contemporary International
Relations.”

Nwachukwu, who was the
chairman of the occasion, ex-
pressed concern over situations
in which powerful nations in-
voke national interests to dis-
regard treaty provisions while
ho%dingwea ker countries to the
same standards.
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IMF, FG admit reform pains as Nigerians battle high living costs

* Minister: It's wrong time to impose new taxes on vulnerable, productive sectors
* Admits fuel, FX reform sequencing was fast
* IMF raises Nigeria's 2026 growth forecast to 4.2 per cent

From Geoff lyatse, Bangkok

THE International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and Nigeria’s
Minister of Finance and Co-
ordinating Minister of the
Economy, Taiwo Oyedele, have
acknowledged the challenges
of balancing economic re-
forms with citizens’ welfare, as
high living costs and persis-
tent poverty continue to un-
dermine the benefits of eco-
nomic resilience.

Advising developing coun-
tries, the minister said this is
the wrong time to impose
new taxes or increase the bur-
den of taxes on the vulnerable
and productive sectors of
economies, even as he urged
creative areas of revenue mo-
bilisation.

These came as the IMF raised
Nigeria’s economic growth
forecast by 10 basis points to
4.2 per cent for 2026 and pro-
jected growth of 43 per centin
2027.The forecastaligns with
the World Bank’s estimate of
4.2 per cent growth for Nige-
ria in the first half of the year.

The upgrade, however, does
not suggest that the economy
ison course to meet the $1tril-
lion target set by President
Bola Tinubu.

At a nominal output of $377
billion, the economy would
need to grow by nearly 22 per
cent yearly over the next five
years to reach $1 trillion, as-
suming the naira’s value
against the dollar remains
unchanged.

If the naira depreciates fur-
ther, the economywill need to
grow even faster to stand a
chance of achieving the target
within the period.

The IMF said Nigeria’s econ-
omy had made substantial
progress butwarned that the
benefits of growth remained
unevenly distributed, leaving
much of the population strug-
gling.

The Fund noted that resilient

Tinubu’s re-election bid draws opposition figures into APC coalition

From Azimazi Momoh Jimoh,
Sodig Omolaoye (Abuja), Helen Oji
(Lagos) and Oluwole Ige
(Osogbo)

THE All  Progressives
Congress (APC) is bank-
ing on cross-party alliances to
strengthen President Bola
Tinubu’s re-election chances,
bringing opposition figures
and governors into a cam-
paign structure designed to
widen his political reach be-
fore the 2027 election.

The revised campaign struc-
ture appoints Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) chieftain
and Minister of the Federal
Capital Territory, Nyesom
Wike; Osun State Governor
Ademola Adeleke of the Ac-
cord Party; and Anambra
State Governor Chukwuma
Soludo of the All Progressives
Grand Alliance (APGA) as cam-
paign coordinators in their re-
spective territories.

The structure is scheduled to
be inaugurated by Tinubu at
the Banquet Hall of the Pres-
idential Villa, Abuja, today at

economic growth had not
translated into sufficient relief
for many Nigerians, high-
lighting persistent poverty
and the disproportionate im-
pactofrising food and energy
prices on household welfare.

Presenting the Fund’s fiscal
policy analysis at the ongoing
IMF/World Bank Annual Meet-
ings in Bangkok, Thailand, Re-
search Department Division
Chief, Deniz Igan, said policy-
makers needed to balance im-
mediate household needs
with medium-term fiscal sta-
bility.

“What we are advocating is
for policymakers to balance
the near-term needs of the
population, and that involves
food security. That involves
energy security;” she said, not-
ing that food and energy
prices had risen dispropor-
tionately.

Igan said the Fund had ex-

Senator Gbenga Ashafa(left); Director General, PBAT Door-To

amined fiscal responses that
could be most effective in ad-
dressing a cost-ofliving cri-
sis, in which essential goods
become more expensive faster
than other items in the con-
sumption basket.

Using Nigeria as an example,
she noted that economic
growth had held up, partly
reflecting the country’s posi-
tion as an energy exporter,
but poverty remained high,
and households continued to
suffer.

“While the growth held upin
Nigeria, given energy exports,
poverty rates are still very
high, and we are very mindful
that the population is suffer-
ing,” she said, adding that
risks from El Nifio could fur-
ther compound the pressure.

The IMF recommended tar-
geted, temporary income sup-
port and cash transfers for
the most vulnerable house-

L
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-Door Movement, Sunday Asuku;

holds to alleviate poverty and
strengthen food security.

However, Igan stressed that
such interventions must be
consistent with a sustainable
medium-term fiscal frame-
work, supported by better ex-
penditure quality and im-
proved revenue collection.

Ttwo separate events yes-

terday, Oyedele presented
Nigeria’s reforms as a model
for other African countries
but admitted that the policy
choices had come with sig-
nificant pain.

Atthe Africa’s Golden Future
panel session, which exam-
ined Africa’s economic po-
tential and pathways to un-
locking it, Oyedele acknowl-
edged that the sequencing of
fuel subsidy removal and for-
eign exchange (FX) market
liberalisation had contributed
to a price crisis in the down-
stream petroleum sector.

Governor of Lagos State, Babajide Sanwo-0lu and

Fuel prices more than dou-
bled within hours of Presi-
dent Bola Tinubu taking the
oath of office and delivering
his inaugural speech, during
which he announced the re-
moval of the petrol subsidy.
The decision marked the be-
ginning of a series of reforms
that would shape the coun-
try’s economic trajectory in
the years that followed.

About two weeks after the in-
auguration, the Central Bank
of Nigeria (CBN) liberalised
the FX market. The naira sub-
sequently lost more than 40
per cent of its value at the re-
formed official market, with
knock-on effects on fuel prices
and other costs across the
economy.

Oyedele acknowledged con-
cerns about the pace of im-
plementation, describing the
sequencing of the fuel and
FX reforms as too fast.

He, however, argued that al-
though the policies imposed
high costs, partial imple-
mentation could leave the
country bearing the pain of re-

Founder, PBAT Door-To-Door Movement, High Chief Government Ekpemupolo, during the PBAT Door-To-Door Lagos State Rally, held at the Mobolaji
Johnson Sports Arena, Onikan, yesterday.

* Wike, Adeleke, Soludo named campaign coordinators in revised APC structure

* Minister says Rainbow Coalition will unite Tinubu’s supporters across party lines
* APC challenges opposition to present manifestos, engage in policy debates

* Tompolo mobilises Lagosians for Tinubu’s re-election, unveils 57 vehicles

* Adeleke’s campaign council pledges |.5m votes for Tinubuin Osun

* Atiku's aide demands disclosure of Wike’s media chat costs

* Abbas warns lawmakers against abandoning legislative duties for campaigns

11:00 a.m.

Italso features Senate Pres-
ident Godswill Akpabio and
House of Representatives
Speaker Tajudeen Abbas, who
have been elevated to deputy
vice-chairmen, while Kwara
State Governor AbdulRah-
man AbdulRazaq occupies
another deputy vice-chair-
manship position.

Senator Abdulaziz Yari re-
mains director-general, with
other senior party and gov-
ernment figures assigned re-
sponsibilities across the cam-
paign structure.

Former Kwara Senator Gbe-
misola Saraki is among the
new entrants, listed as zonal
secretary in the Contact and
Mobilisation Directorate for
the North-Central.

Notall prominent figures ap-
pearing in the revised docu-
ment are new entrants.

Delta State Governor Sheriff
Oborevwori, for instance, was
already listed as Director of Fi-
nance and Treasury and re-
tains that responsibility while
also appearing as Delta State
campaign coordinator.

Former Lagos State Gover-
nor Babatunde Fashola had
previously been assigned to
South-West stakeholders’ mo-
bilisation, while Aviation Min-
ister Festus Keyamo was al-
ready part of the media and
strategic communications
structure.

The changes also leave ques-
tions about some appoint-
ments in the original docu-
ment.

Abdulfatai Yaya Seriki, who
was listed as North-Central
Zonal Director of Youth Mo-
bilisation, does not appear
under that assignment in the
revised list, although the
Youth Mobilisation Direc-
torate remains in the struc-
ture.

Similarly, the six zonal di-
rectors previously named for
election planning, coordina-
tion and mobilisation —
Olushola Adeyeye for the
South-West, Ngozi Olejeme
for the South-South, Uche Ek-
wunife for the South-East,
Muntagha Rabe for the
North-West, Ahmed
Muhammed Ketso for the
North-Central and Sani Dan-
ladi for the North-East — are
not reproduced under their

former assignments.

The Directorate of Election
Planning, Coordination and
Monitoring remains in place
under Member of the House
of Representatives, Abiodun
Faleke, with secretaries and
members listed.

The absence of the earlier
zonal appointments, howev-
er, does not by itself establish
that the individuals have been
formally removed from the
campaign council.

The changes follow the con-
troversy surrounding the
original list in August, when
questions were raised over
its status.

APC National Publicity Sec-
retary Felix Morka dismissed
reports that the listhad been
withdrawn, saying, “Rumours
are notnews,” and indicating
that any adjustments would
be announced properly.
Wike defends Rainbow
Coalition, dismisses fears of
APC division
THE development came as

Wike defended the emerg-
ing Rainbow Coalition mo-

forms without realising the
anticipated gains.

By July 2023, the average
price of a litre of petrol had
risen to about N600. Oyedele
recalled that the price spike,
driven by subsidy removal
and FXreforms, had prompt-
ed price-capping measures,
illustrating the severity of the
shock from the twin policies.

The minister stressed the
importance of communicat-
ing policy choices effectively,
urging other African coun-
tries to learn from Nigeria's ex-
perience, even when citizens
did notinitially “believe you”.

He also claimed that the Fed-
eral Government had sup-
ported more than 10 million
vulnerable Nigerians, argu-
ing that the country’s reform
experience offered lessons for
other economies.

MORE than three years into

the reforms, Nigerians
continue to grapple with their
effects. Oyedele acknowledged
the pain, insisting that par-
tially implemented reforms
could impose costs without
delivering corresponding
gains.

Ata press conference of the In-
tergovernmental Group of
Twenty-Four on International
Monetary Affairs and Devel-
opment (G-24), which he
chairs, the minister high-
lighted the macroeconomic
stability recorded so far, de-
scribing it as the foundation
for structural growth.

His argument comes amid
concerns about the widening
gap between Nigeria's macroe-
conomic stability and inclu-
sive growth, with economists
advocating measures to
bridge the divide.

Oyedele, however, insisted
that the two were not mutu-
ally exclusive, arguing that
stability was an important
foundation for achieving in-
clusive growth.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25

bilising support for President
Bola Tinubu’s re-election, in-
sisting that the initiative
would neither weaken the
All Progressives Congress nor
create divisions among its
gOVernors.

Speaking during a media
parley in Abuja yesterday,
Wike said the coalition was
designed to broaden support
for Tinubu ahead of the 2027
presidential election by bring-
ing together APC members
and supporters of the Presi-
dent from other political par-
ties.

He said the initiative was in-
tended to rally Nigerians
across party lines behind the
President rather than dis-
place the ruling party or un-
dermine its political struc-
ture.

Wike, who coordinates the
coalition’s activities in Rivers
State and the FCT, maintained
that Tinubu’s electoral
prospects should take prece-
dence over partisan consid-
erations, particularly in states

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25
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Tinubu says efficient transportation system key to Sltr economy goal

By Ghenga Salau
and Benjamin Alade
SIDENT Bola Ahmed
Tinubu has said that
Nigeria’s economic future is
closely tied to an efficient

Coalition rejects water
privatisation, cites

reversal in Ghana, UK
By Innocent Anoruo

LLOWING the reversal of
water privatisation in
Ghana and parts of the United
Kingdom (UK), the Our Water,
Our Right Africa Coalition
(OWORAC) has described
water privatisation as a ruse
and rejected every measure of
control of the public water
system.

OWORAC, during a media
briefing in Lagos yesterday as
partof the events marking the
Africa Week of Action, from
October 1218, 2026, pointed
out that water privatisation
was reversed in Ghana and
some parts of the UK when
the masses realised the fraud
ithad become.

The Coalition, while consider-
ing the theme of this year's
Africa Water Week,
“Reclaiming Africa's Water
Future: Public Water for All,”
mobilised communities, civil
society organisations, work-
ers, women, youths and water
justice movements across
Africa against water privatisa-
tion.

National President, Precision,
Electrical and  Related
Equipment Senior Staff
Association (PERESSA), Rufus
Olusesan, described Public-
Private Participation (PPP) in
the water sector as a ruse.

He added: "Water should not
be purchased. [ju, Adinyan
and Ishasi communities that
host water works don't have
water, but water from their
areas is pumped to Ikoyi and
Lekki to serve the privileged
few”

Read the remaining part of this
story on www.guardian.ng

MFM empowers women,
awards scholarships to
pupils in Akure

By Ayoyinka Jegede
E Mountain of Fire and

Miracles Ministries (MFM),
Ondo Mega Region 1, South-
West 4, Adesuper, Akure, has
trained 10 women for free in
intensive fashion design and
given each a new sewing
machine and certificate to
start their own businesses.

The empowerment pro-
gramme underscores the
growing role of faith-based
organisations in providing
community support, promot-
ing skills development and
assisting with education as
complementary aspects of
social outreach.

The training was aimed at
equipping members with
practical skills for self-reliance
and sustainable livelihoods.

The church also empowered
widows with brand new
grinding machines to support
their  livelihoods  and
strengthen their businesses.

* Sanwo-Olu insists Nigeria not grappling with road shortage but linkages
* Lagos investing in digital infrastructure to accelerate Africa’s technology growth, Hamzat asserts

transportation system, main-
taining that if the country
gets its transportation right,
the $1 trillion economy
becomes much more compet-
itive as every sector depends
on transportation.

He stated this yesterday in his
speech during the opening
ceremony of the eighth
National Transport
Conference of the Chartered
Institute  of  Transport
Administration of Nigeria
(CIOTA), themed "Integrated
multimodal transport sys-
tems for sustainable develop-
ment of Nigeria".

The President, represented by
the Supervising Minister and
Permanent Secretary,
Ministry of Transportation,
Olufunsho Olusosun Adebiyi,
said the theme of this year's
conference could not be more
timely, relevant, or urgent.

He added: "It is urgent
because transport is not
merely about moving people,
goods, or services from one
place to another. Transport is
the physical infrastructure of
economic activities and con-
nects farms to markets, facto-
ries to consumers, seaports to
the Internet, businesses to
opportunities, Nigerian com-
munities to one another, and
wider Africa to global, distin-
guished professionals."

He commended the Institute
for the important role it had
played in the advancement of
transportation administra-
tion in Nigeria.

However,

Lagos State

Governor, Babajide Sanwo-Olu,
who was a special guest, stated
that Nigeria does not have a
shortage of roads, rails, ports,
airports or waterways, but a
shortage of connections
between them.

Sanwo-Olu, who was repre-
sented by his Special Adviser
on Transportation, Sola Giwa,
further said: "A container can
clear the port in a day and lose
a week on the road to the hin-
terland. A commuter can
board a train at Agbado and
still have to solve the last few
kilometres alone. Every mode
in this country is working
hard. Too few of them are
working together. That is the
problem this conference has
setitself, and it is the right one.

"Lagos is a metropolis of well
over 20 million people on the

President/Chairman of the Governing Council, Chartered Institute

smallest landmass of any
state in the federation. We
cannot widen our way out of
congestion. We do not have
the land. The only way to give
residents more mobility is to
move more people in fewer
vehicles, across more modes,
with an easy passage from
one to the next. Thatis notide-
ology:. It is arithmetic."
EANWHILE, the Deputy
Governor, Obafemi
Hamzat, said that the state is
investing in digital infrastruc-
ture, innovation funding and
technology-driven  public
services to accelerate Africa's
digital transformation.
Hamzat, who spoke at the
fiftth edition of The
Texcellence, organised by
CWG Plc. in Lagos yesterday,
said Africa's challenge was no

N

of Personnel I\;Iaﬁagement of Niéerlal(CIPM),

longer a shortage of innova-
tion but the inability to scale
successful ideas into sustain-
able solutions capable of serv-
ing millions of people.

He noted that CWG's tech-
nology supports about six in
10 financial institutions in
Nigeria, highlighting the role
local technology companies
could play in building critical
economic infrastructure.

According to him, Lagos
State is seeking to replicate
such success across other sec-
tors through investments in
connectivity, digital identity,
regulatory reforms and inno-
vation financing.

Also speaking, Secretary to
the Enugu State Government,
Prof. Chidiebere Onyia, said
digital transformation in the
public sector required insti-

“\

Ahmed Ladan Gobir (left); Lagos State Governor, Babajide Sanwo-0lu, and Vice President of CIPM, Chidinma
Obiejesi, during the decoration of Sanwo-0lu as a Fellow of the CIPM at the Lagos House, Marina, yesterday.

FMC Abeokuta workers down tools over alleged attack on colleague

From Azeez Olorunlomeru,
Abeokuta

EDICAL and health

workers at the Federal
Medical Centre, Idi-Aba,
Abeokuta, Ogun State, have
embarked on a 72-hour warn-
ing strike over the alleged
stabbing of a medical labora-
tory scientist by a patient's
relative within the hospital
premises.

The industrial action, which
began at 1:00 am. on
Monday; is expected to end at
8:00 a.m. tomorrow, October

FG demands arrest of suspect

15,2026.

In a strike notice addressed
to the hospital's Medical
Director and dated October
10, 2026, the Joint Action
Committee of the unions
identified the injured work-
er as lLawal Toheeb
Olasunkanmi.

The unions said the strike
was intended to express soli-
darity with their injured col-
league and compel the hos-
pital management to

address security concerns
and ensure the safety of
healthcare personnel.

Meanwhile, the Federal
Government has con-
demned the reported stab-
bing of the medical labora-
tory scientist at the FMC, Idi-
Aba, Abeokuta, Ogun State,
demanding the immediate
arrest and prosecution of
the alleged assailant.

The Federal Ministry of
Health and Social Welfare,
in a statement by the
Assistant Director,

Information and Public
Relations,  Ado Bako,
described the incident as
unacceptable and called on
the Nigeria Police Force (NPF)
to ensure that the suspect is
brought to justice.

The Joint Action Committee
described the incident as an
attack on healthcare workers
and called for urgent institu-
tional action, as well as
appropriate intervention by
law enforcement authorities.

Read the remaining part of this
story on www.guardian.ng

NAFDAC uncovers ‘fake drinks factory’ in Lagos, arrests two suspects

* Dismisses claims of proliferation of substandard goods, foods
* Describes social media videos, claims as fake, overly sensational

By Tobi Awodipe
and ljeoma Nwanosike
O suspects have been

arrested after the National
Agency for Food and Drug
Administration and Control
(NAFDAC) uncovered a sus-
pected facility where expired
energy drinks, wines and
whisky brands were being
revalidated for sale at
Zamfara Plaza, BBA Trade Fair
Complex, Lagos State.

The agency disclosed this in
avideo posted on its official X
account, showing its opera-
tives inspecting the facility
and discovering drinks
allegedly undergoing revali-
dation, alongside chemicals
and equipment suspected to

have been used in the opera-
tion.

In the video, an agency offi-
cial was heard explaining that
the suspects removed expired
labels from energy drink con-
tainers to make the products
appear suitable for consump-
tion.

The operatives also displayed
bottles awaiting the same
process, as well as packaging
materials, new bottle corks
and what the official
described as a filtration sys-
tem comprising a large bowl
containing liquid.

According to the NAFDAC offi-

cial at the scene, the suspects
allegedly supplied the revali-
dated drinks to bars and
nightclubs through arrange-
ments with some bar man-
agers, potentially exposing
consumers to expired or falsi-
fied alcoholic and non-alco-
holic beverages.

NAFDAC, however, expressed
concern over the discovery,
while indicating that the
operation was part of its
efforts to tackle suspected
counterfeit products.

MEDANWHILE, the
irector-General of the

agency, Prof. Mojisola

Adeyeye, has described as
fake and overly sensational
videos making the rounds on
social media from Nigerians
calling out fake and substan-
dard foods and products.

The DG, who spoke as a
Special Guest of Honour at
the Nigerian Institute of
Food, Science and
Technology (NIFST) 50th con-
ference and yearly general
meeting held in Lagos yester-
day, dismissed the videos,
noting that they are untrue
and lack substance.

Read the remaining part of this
story on www.guardian.ng

tutional ownership, reliable
records and changes in

administrative culture,
rather than merely deploy-
ing technology.

2027: Artisans mobilise,
drum support for
Tinubu’s second term

By Tunde Bodunrin
and Samuel Ogunsona

HEAD of the 2027 general

lections, a body of arti-

sans, under the aegis of
Coalition of Nigerian Artisan
Associations (CONAA), has
thrown its weight behind
President Bola Tinubu and
Vice President Kashim
Shettima.

The group unveiled its plan
yesterday in Lagos during a
media briefing themed "2027
Elections: The Role of Artisans
in Electoral Politics."

Director-General CONAA,
Segun Ajibulu, who spoke at
the event, disclosed that the
Coalition would kick off a tour
of the 36 states from October
24, 2026, to sensitise artisans
on why the current adminis-
tration deserves continuity.

According to him, the organ-
isation comprises automobile
mechanics, carpenters,
welders, bricklayers, alumini-
um fabricators and iron ben-
ders, with zonal structures
already established across the
six geo-political zones for
effective grassroots mobilisa-
tion.

Ajibulu, who was supported
by the General Secretary of
the Nigerian Automobile
Technicians Association
(NATA), David Ajitumobi; the
Vice President of Arewa Youth
Consultative Forum, and
Chairman of South-East
Artisan  Coalition, Fred
Ojinika, said CONAA intends
to roll out 10 million pam-
phlets, float an online radio
and intensify social media
engagement.

PAU alumni hold confab
to connect ideas,
opportunities

By Opeyemi Babalola
E Pan-Atlantic University

Alumni Association
(PAUAA) has announced its
2026 International Alumni
Conference, scheduled for
Thursday, October 22,2026, at
the Ecobank Pan African
Centre (EPAC), Victoria Island,
Lagos, bringing together
more than 400 business lead-
ers, entrepreneurs, and aca-
demics to explore how profes-
sional networks can become
engines of enterprise, innova-
tion and economic growth.
The conference, themed “The
Advantage: Connecting
People, Ideas and
Opportunities,” is anchored
on the conviction that an
alumni community should
be more than a network for
reunions; it should be a pro-
ductive force that builds busi-
nesses, scales enterprises and
creates lasting economic
value.

Read the remaining part of this
story on www.guardian.ng
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Lekki-Epe Expressway repalrs begln tomorrow motorlsts face 35-day disruption

By Ngozi Egenuka

MOTORIST S plying the deteriorating Eti-Osa-Lekki-Epe Ex-
pressway are expected to face temporary traffic disruptions
asthe Lagos State Government begins a 35-day rehabilitation of
damaged sections from Bonny Camp to Admiralty Way Junction
and around Victoria Garden City (VGC) tomorrow.

The government said traffic diversion arrangements would be
introduced to minimise congestion and ensure the safety of road
users during the exercise.

The Special Adviser to the Governor on Infrastructure, Olufe-
mi Daramola, disclosed this yesterday at a stakeholders’ en-
gagement organised by the Ministry of Works and Infrastruc-
ture to discuss the scope of work and traffic management plans
for the project.

Daramola said the meeting was part of the government’s pol-
icy of consulting residents, businesses and other road users be-
fore embarking on major infrastructure projects, adding that
feedback from stakeholders would inform the implementation
process.

He appealed for the cooperation of residents and motorists, par-
ticularly as Lagos prepares for increased traffic during the fes-
tive season.

Detoriated Eti-Osa-Lekki-Epe Expressway

The rehabilitation is expected to improve road safety and ease
movement along the strategic corridor, which connects resi-
dential communities,commercial centres and major industrial
investments across the Lekki-Epe axis.

The expressway provides access to the Lekki Free Zone, Dangote
Refinery, Dangote Fertiliser Factory, Lekki Deep Sea Portand El-
eganza Industrial Estate. It also serves major housing develop-
ments and educational institutions, including Pan-Atlantic

University and Lagos Business School.

However, rapid urbanisation, growing commercial activities
and increasing traffic have accelerated the deterioration of some
sections, leaving commuters struggling with difficult journeys
along the busy route.

Daramola said the government was also addressing drainage
concerns along the corridor, adding that the proposed Green
Line rail project would form part of a broader plan to improve
transportation infrastructure in the area.

The Director of Projects, Ibironke Olukoko, said the rehabilitation

would facilitate the movement of passengers and goods while
improving access to rapidly developing commercial and resi-
dential communities between Victoria Island and Epe.

Atthe meeting, the Chairman of the Victoria Island and Ikoyi
Residents Association, Prince Akin Fadoju, called forimproved
drainage infrastructure to tackle flooding in the area.

Fadoju acknowledged that the drainage problems predated
the currentadministration but stressed the need for urgentand
sustained intervention.

Other stakeholders urged the government to ensure that traf
fic management officials were available throughout the con-
struction period to direct motorists and prevent gridlock.

Passengers flee as soldier’s alleged
wrong-way driving nearly triggers crash
* Army, LASTMA promise action

By Eniola Daniel

SENGERS scampered for
safety along the Anthony-
Mile 2 road in Lagos yesterday
after a soldier allegedly driv-
ing against traffic nearly
caused a collision involving a
commercial bus and a 40-foot
container truck.

The incident occurred when
the soldier, driving a grey
Honda Civic with registration
number Lagos KSF 97 BS, al-
legedly attempted to navigate
a narrow section of the road
against the flow of traffic to
connect to Anthony Bus Stop.

The officer was reportedly
coming from the 9 Brigade of
the Nigerian Army, located
along the Apapa-Oshodi Ex-
pressway,and allegedly chose
to drive against traffic rather
than use the appropriate
route beneath the Oshodi fly-

over to reach the other side of
the road.

The driver of a white 14-seater
commercial bus, with regis-
tration number Lagos GGE 90
YG, reportedly pleaded with
the soldier to give way at the
sharp-angled section of the
road. However, the officer al-
legedly refused to yield.

As the standoff continued, a
40-foot container truck at-
tempting to manoeuvre
through the narrow stretch
tilted towards the bus, trig-
gering panic among its pas-
sengers.

Fearing that the truck could
overturn onto their bus, the
passengers hurried out and
scrambled to safety.

The soldier reportedly
stepped out of his car and
watched as the passengers
fled.

Police arrest I2 suspected culfists,

criminals in Lagos, Delta, Osun
* Warn schoolgirls against cultism, drug abuse in Cross River

From Eniola Daniel (Lagos),
Solomon Azu (Calabar), Monday
Osayande (Asaba) and
Oluwole Ige (Osogho)

OLICE operatives in Lagos,

Delta and Osun states have
arrested 12 suspects in sepa-
rate operations targeting al-
leged cultism, kidnapping,
armed robbery and other
criminal activities, while their
counterparts in Cross River
State have intensified efforts
to prevent youth involve-
ment in crime through
school-based sensitisation.

The operations led to the re-

covery of locally made
firearms, ammunition, sus-
pected criminal charms, illicit
drugs and other items, ac-
cording to police statements.

In Lagos, four suspected
cultists allegedly linked to
criminal activities in Lekki,
Ajah and Elemoro were ar-
rested between October 2 and

9.

The state Police Public Rela-
tions Officer, Adebisi Abim-
bola, identified the suspects
as Olumagba Ifatope, 29;
Arisekola Ojo, 32; Oluwatobi
Oyewole, 29; and Oluwaseyi
Odunewu, 32.

She said a search of
Odunewu’s residence led to
therecovery ofalocallymade
cut-to-size gun.

Two of the suspects paraded by
the police

Marwa links drug abuse to untreated mental illness, urges wider access to care
* Seeks increased mental health funding, priority for women, children

By Bertram Nwannekanma

THE Chairman and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of the Na-
tional Drug Law Enforcement
Agency (NDLEA), Brig. Gen.
Mohammed Buba Marwa
(rtd), has warned that drug
abuse and mental illness often
reinforce each other, stress-
ing the need to address un-
derlying psychological dis-
tress alongside substance use.

“If we only arrest the symp-
toms, we will keep missing
the cause,” he said.

Marwa spoke yesterday, while
chairing the fifth edition of
The Conversation Conference
(TCC5.0), organised by the In-
tersect Consortium at Nicon
Luxury Hotel, Abuja. The con-
sortium is led by UK-based
consultant psychiatrist, Dr Vin-
cent Udenze.

Marwa, who also chaired

the conference's firstand third
editions, described the gath-
ering as an important plat-
form for mental health dis-
cussions in Nigeria. Coming
days after World Mental Health
Day, he said the conference of-
fered an opportunity to move
beyond awareness towards
practical action.

Drawing on the NDLEA's re-
habilitation work, he said
many people struggling with
drug abuse had underlying
emotional pain, trauma or de-
pression that had gone un-
recognised or untreated.

“For too long, we treated
mental health as a private bur-
den, hidden behind shame
and silence.In myworkat the
NDLEA, I see the cost of that si-
lence daily. Behind many cas-
es of drug abuse is untreated
pain: depression nobody no-

ticed, trauma nobody ad-
dressed, a young person who
found a substance before find-
ing help. Drug use and mental
illness feed each other,” he said.
Addressing the conference
theme of strategic investments,
partnerships and communi-
tyled action, Marwa said pover-
ty and hopelessness could ex-
pose people to harmful coping
mechanisms. He cited the
NDLEA's work in three pilot
communities in Ondo State,
where residents who previ-
ously depended on illicit cul-
tivation were supported to es-
tablish lawful livelihoods.
“When people have hope, in-
come and a stake in their fu-
ture, stress eases, families sta-
bilise and communities grow
resilient,” he said, adding that
the agency planned to expand
the model nationwide.

Kosoko Royal Family disowns TBT Properties over Ogombo land deal

By Bertram Nwannekanma
T HE Kosoko Royal Family
has disowned TBT Proper-
ties Limited and Prince Abi-
ola  Olojo-Kosoko  over
purported dealings involv-
ing114.478 hectares ofland at
Ogombo Village, Eti-Osa Local
Government Area of Lagos
State, warning prospective
buyers, investors and prop-
erty developers to verify any
claims of authority before en-
tering into transactions.
At a press conference, the
family denied appointing

LAWMA arrests I3 over illegal street trading in Lagos

By Ayonote Clement

THE Lagos Waste Management Author-
ity (LAWMA) has arrested 13 persons for
illegal street tradmg in Festac and Mile 2
as part of efforts to keep public spaces

clean and accessible.

The authority’s Managing Director and
ChiefExecutive Officer, Dr Muyiwa Gbade-
gesin, said the arrests were made on Mon-

day, October12,2026.

Those arrested were identified as Joy
Opeyemi, Abigail Manga, Chinasa Eze,
Saika Taira, AbdulRasheed Elinu, Charles

TBT Properties Limited, rep-
resented by Timothy Og-
bonna, as its attorney for
transactions involving the
property. Italso stated that
neither the company nor
Prince Olojo-Kosoko had its
authorisation to negotiate
sales, allocate land, collect
payments or enter into
agreements on its behalf
without the consent of the
family head or duly autho-
rised representatives.

The family identified
Tokunbo King, Esq., of Kings

Nwango, Mustapha Abubakar, Aliyu
Garba, Kazinu Umar, Moses Idara,
Ahmed Yinusa, Yusuf Usman and Amaka

Chukunju.

the operation.

Hot Lines: 08034990344, 08160223638

On Tuesday, October 13, LAWMA's Proj-
ect WISE team, working with officials of
the Kick Against Indiscipline (KAI) and
the police, conducted a separate en-
forcement operation in Ikorodu to dis-
lodge traders operating in unauthorised
locations. The authority did not disclose
whether any arrests were made during

& Co. Barristers and Solici-
tors, as its legal aduviser,
adding that only representa-
tives formally recognised by
itsleadership could actonits
behalfin matters concerning
theland.

In arelated clarification, the
family reaffirmed its recog-
nition of Chief Akindele Ak-
infolabi of Adamakin
Investment Limited as the
Sole Power of Attorney of
Madam Iyalode Efunroye Tin-
ubu in respect of the estate
interests concerned.

Customs, Port Police
intensify collaboration

to tackle maritime crime
By Adaku Onyenucheya

THE Nigeria Customs Serv-
ice (NCS), Apapa Area Com-
mand, and the Ports
Authority Police Western
Command have pledged to
strengthen intelligence shar-
ing and joint operations to
tackle maritime crime, secure
portinfrastructure and facili-
tate legitimate trade.

The commitment was reaf-
firmed during a familiarisa-
tion and courtesy visit by the
Customs Area Controller,
Apapa Command, Murtala
Muazu, to the Commissioner
of Police, Ports Authority Po-
lice Western Command,
Oluwatoyin ~ Agbaminoja.

Muazu said closer coopera-
tion between the two agen-
cies was critical to addressing
emerging security threats
and protecting the nation’s
economic interests, particu-
larly within the maritime sec-
tor.

He stressed that effective in-
telligence sharing, coordi-
nated operations and
sustained engagement
would improve the agencies’
capacity to respond to secu-
rity challenges while ensur-
ing that legitimate port
activities were not unneces-
sarily disrupted.

The customs chief reaffirmed
his commitment to strength-
ening the existing relation-
ship between both

commands.

Suspects paraded for illegal street trading yesterday.

Gbadegesin urged traders to use ap-
proved markets, warning that street
trading on roads, walkways, medians
and road setbacks obstructs public ac-
cess and undermines environmental

cleanliness.




THE GUARDIAN, Wednesday, October 14, 2026

www.guardian.ng

TheMetroSection

‘Rescue us’: Kidnapped father, wife, three-month-old baby in Kaduna plead for help

By Bertram Nwannekanma

DISTRAUGHT father, his

wife and their three-
month-old baby, reportedly
abducted by armed men from
their home in Millennium
City, Kaduna metropolis, have
appealed to the Nigerian gov-
ernmentand members of the
public to help secure their re-
lease.

The family of Ahmed Zakka
was reportedly seized by
armed men identified as ter-
rorists by the Human Rights
Writers Association of Nigeria
(HURIWA).

HURIWA drew attention toa
video said to have been re-
leased by the abductors, show-
ing Zakka carrying his infant
as he and his distressed wife
pleaded for help.

The identities and affiliations
of the abductors have not
been independently estab-
lished but HURIWA has urged
the authorities to treat the
family’s plightas an urgent hu-

HURIWA urges Tinubu, Defence Minister to prioritise rescue operations over political activities

manitarian and security con-
cern.

In a statement yesterday by its
National Coordinator, Em-
manuel Nnadozie Onwubiko,
the rights group appealed to
President Bola Tinubu and the
Minister of Defence, Gen.
Christopher Musa (rtd), to mo-
bilise security forces to res-
cue the family.

HURIWA also called on the
service chiefs, the Director-
General of the Department of
State Services (DSS), the In-
spector-General of Police (IGP)
and the National Security Ad-
viser (NSA) to coordinate in-
telligence and joint opera-
tions to rescue the victims
and other Nigerians report-
edly held captive by armed
groups.

The group said the video
showing the father carrying
his baby while pleading for
help should compel political
leaders to place the safetyand

welfare of citizens above par-
tisan interests.

“We are not making this clar-
ion call to publicly call out
the Minister of Defence or his
counterpart, but as a com-
passionate appeal to them

—

The abducted victims

Two rescued as fire ravages eight-room bungalow in Lagos

By Bertram Nwannekanma

O men have been res-
cued from a fire that se-
verely damaged an eight-
room bungalow on Onitire
Road, near Smith Bus Stop,
Itire, Lagos State.

One of the men sustained in-
juries while attempting to res-
cue the other.

The Lagos State Fire and Res-
cue Service said it received an
emergency call at about 9:10
p-m., saying that its men ar-
rived at the scene at 9.35 p.m.
and immediately began fire-

fighting and rescue opera-
tions.

The fire engulfed the eight-
room bungalowand spread to
a three-bedroom flat on the
upper floor of an adjoining
two-storey residential build-
ing. The bungalow and its con-
tents were severely damaged,
while the affected section of
the adjoining building and
its contents sustained minor
damage.

During the operation, fire-
fighters rescued a 75-year-old
wheelchair-bound man from
the bungalow.

A 42-year-old man, who sus-
tained injuries while at-
tempting to rescue the elder-
ly man, was also rescued and
taken to Gbagada General Hos-
pital by officials of the Lagos
State Ambulance Service
(LASAMBUS) for medical treat-
ment.

The operation involved fire-
fighters from the Isolo, Sari
and Bolade stations, support-
ed by the Federal Fire Service
and other emergency re-
sponders.

The fire service said the blaze
was brought under control.

and the President to immedi-
ately activate mechanisms to
rescue thisinnocent baby and
his parents, Mr and Mrs
Ahmed Zakka, who were ab-
ducted by fully armed terror-
ists from their home in Mil-

lennium City, Kaduna me-
tropolis,” the statement said.

HURIWA urged Tinubu to re-
lieve Musa and the Minister of
State for Defence, Bello
Matawalle, of their responsi-
bilities within the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) Presi-
dential Campaign Council to
enable them to concentrate on
addressing the country’s se-
curity challenges.

The group expressed con-
cern over the reported in-
volvement of the two minis-
ters in the party’s expanded
and revised campaign council,
saying that their political com-
mitments could distract them
from their official responsi-
bilities at a time of persistent
insecurity.

“How does the Minister of De-
fence, Gen. Christopher Musa
(rtd), feel attending the inau-
guration of the expanded and
revised Presidential Campaign
Council of the APC when ter-
rorists continue to abduct cit-
izens from his state and other

parts of Nigeria?” HURIWA
asked.

It said that the President
should ensure that the de-
fence ministers devote theirat-
tention to their official duties
while security threats remain
acute.

The rights group maintained
that protecting lives and prop-
erty was a primary constitu-
tional responsibility of the
Presidentand a central duty of
the country’s security and de-
fence leadership.

HURIWA also criticised the ad-
ministration over what it de-
scribed as an inadequate re-
sponse to the continued ab-
duction of citizens, claiming
that more than 2,000 Nigeri-
ans were being held captive by
terrorists.

It said the plight of the Zakka
family, particularly the vul-
nerability of a three-month-old
baby in captivity, underscored
the need for urgentand coor-
dinated action by security
agencies.

Navy recovers 2.25m litres of petroleum products, rescues 24 kidnap victims

By Bertram Nwannekanma
THE Nigerian Navy has re-
covered more than 2.25 mil-
lion litres of petroleum prod-
ucts, rescued 24 kidnapped per-
sons and arrested over 70 sus-
pectsduring operations against
crude oil theft, illegal refining
and other maritime crimes in
the third quarter of 2026.

The operations, conducted
under Operation Delta Sentinel
between July and September,
alsoled to the seizure of four ves-
selsand five boats, the destruc-
tion of 14 boats and the deacti-
vation of illegal refining facili-
ties.

So-Safe arrests 50-year-old man over alleged assault on woman, daughter in Ogun

From Segun Ayinde, Abeokuta
PERATIVES of the Ogun
State Community, Social

Orientation and Safety Corps

(So-Safe Corps) have arrested a

50-year-old man, Kazeem

Adeoye, following an alleged

assault on a woman, Morifat

Oladeinde, and her daughter

in Shonde, Ifo Local Council of

Ogun State.

The incident reportedly fol-
lowed a disagreement be-
tween the suspect’s sons, Ab-
dullah and Ope, and the vic-
tim’s children while they were
returning from church on Sun-
day.

According to the So-Safe

Corps, Adeoye and his wife al-

legedly went to the victim’s
residence to confront her fam-
ily over the dispute. During the
ensuing altercation, the sus-
pect’s wife allegedly struck
Oladeinde on the head witha
stick, leaving her bleeding.

The victim also discovered a
visible cut on her daughter
Mariam’s forehead, which she
alleged was inflicted during
the confrontation.

The incident was reported to
the Olayemi/Demokula Divi-
sional Headquarters of the
corps at about 4:45 p.m. on
Sunday, October 11,2026, lead-
ing to the suspect’s arrest.

The corps’ commander, Dr
Soji Ganzallo, confirmed the

&

Suspect

arrestin a statement issued in
Abeokuta yesterday by the Di-
rector of Information and Pub-
lic Relations, ACC Adegunwa
Adegbuyi.

Ganzallo said the Divisional
Officer, SC Innocent Matthew,

deployed two officers to ap-
prehend Adeoye following the
complaint.

During interrogation, the sus-
pect reportedly admitted go-
ing to the victim’s residence to
warn her family over the dis-
agreement involving their
children. He said his sons had
told him that the victim’s chil-
dren obstructed their path
while riding their bicycles.

According to the com-
mander, Adeoye said he went
to the residence to ask the vic-
tim to caution her children,
but the encounter escalated
intoa physical altercation that
left the woman and her
daughter injured.

Five critically injured as truck rams into two buses in Lagos

Traffic stretches to Otedola Bridge after crash at Berger Bus Stop

By Eniola Daniel

IVE passengers, including

three women and two men,
were left critically injured yes-
terday when a 40-foot truck
rammed into two commercial
buses at Berger Bus Stop, in-
ward Kara Bridge, in the Ojodu
area of Lagos State.

The victims, who were travel-
ling inan interstate Mazda bus
and aToyota Hiace bus, wereres-
cued by operatives of the Lagos
State Traffic Management Au-
thority(LASTMA)and rushed to
the Lagos State Emergency and
Trauma Centre at the Toll Gate
for urgent medical attention.
The crash occurred when the

Howo truck, travelling out of La-
gos, collided with the two pas-
senger vehicles, leaving several o
cupants seriously injured and
disrupting trafficalong the busy
corridor.

LASTMA officials deployed
around the Ojodu-Berger axis re-
sponded promptly, extricating
the injured passengers and co-
ordinating theirevacuation from
the scene. The five victims in-
cluded thedriver of one of the ve-
hicles.

With assistance from motorists
who volunteered to convey the
victims, LASTMA officials accom-
panied theinjured passengers to

theemergencyand trauma cen-
tre for immediate medical as-
sessmentand treatment.
Security personnel from Isheri Po-
lice Station also supported the
rescue operation by providing se-
curity at the scene.

The collision triggered a mas-
sive trafficbacklog, with queues
stretching to Otedola Bridge as
motorists struggled to navigate
the affected stretch.

LASTMA operatives subse-
quently cleared the carriageway
of the vehicles involved, includ-
ing thearticulated truck, to pre-
vent further accidents and re-
store the free flow of traffic.
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Scene of the incident yestedéy

The Director of Naval Infor-
mation, Navy Captain Abiodun
Folorunsho, disclosed the fig-
uresinastatementyesterday de-
tailing the service’s operational
achievements during the peri-
od.

According to him, the recov-
ered products comprised
1,555,983 litres of suspected
stolen crude oil, 595,470 litres of
Automotive Gas Oil (AGO),
85,690 litres of Premium Motor
Spirit (PMS) and 15,774 litres of
Dual Purpose Kerosene (DPK).
The Navy also identified more
than 363 dugout pits, deacti-
vated illegal refining sites, de-

stroyed eight refining ovens
and recovered eight outboard
engines, four arms, over 100
rounds ofammunition and sev-
envehicles and trucks.

The statement added that 19
reservoirs were discovered,
while 80 storage tanks and
reservoirs were identified in
the course of the operations.

Folorunsho said the opera-
tions were aimed at disman-
tling the infrastructure and lo-
gistics supporting crude oil
theft, illegal refining, pipeline
vandalism and other forms of
economic sabotage, while pro-
tecting critical oiland gas assets.

Four charged over alleged forgery of Nkpor kingship constitution

From Ameh Ochajila, Abuja

UR persons have been
charged before a Federal
High Court sitting in Abuja
over the alleged forgery of the
traditional constitution gov-
erning the Eze (Igweship) of

Nkpor in Anambra State.

The defendants are Sunday
Uche Nwaofia, Patrick Ajem-
ba, Onuorah Anigbogu and
Ekene Okolo.

In the charge sheet, the Federal
Governmentaccused the four
defendants of conspiring to
forge the traditional regula-
tion governing the Nkpor king-
ship, forging the document
and fabricating evidence al-
legedly intended for use in a
pending court case.

The firstcountalleged that the

defendants conspired on or
aboutMarch 9,2026, within the
court’s jurisdiction, to commit
a felony by forging the tradi-
tional regulation. The alleged
offence is punishable under
Section 1(2) (c) of the Miscella-
neous Offences Act, Cap. M17,
Laws of the Federation of Nige-
ria.

In the second count, the de-
fendants were accused of forg-
ing the traditional regulation
governing the Eze (Igweship) of
Nkpor, while the third countal-
leged that they intentionally
gave or fabricated false evi-
dence for use in suit No.
HID/72/2026, involving Samuel
Egwu and seven others against
Sunday Oreg Okeke, also
known asImperial,and 13 oth-
ers.

Benue seals two private schools over alleged textbook
policy violation, pupils’ victimisation

From Felix Uroko, Makurdi

BENUE State Government
has sealed two private
schools in Makurdi over al-
leged violation ofits textbook
policy and the victimisation of
pupils whose parents refused
to buy learning materials di-
rectly from the schools.

The affected schools are Oren-
da School and Opal School.
The Benue Education Quality
Assurance and Examinations
Board (BEQAEB), which car-
ried out the enforcement ex-

ercise, said the action followed
complaints and formal peti-
tions from parents.

The Board’s Executive Secre-
tary, Dr Terna Francis, led the
operation alongside officials of
its Directorate of Enforcement
and Compliance.

According to the board, the
schools allegedly made the
purchase of customised exer-
cise books and test materials
directly from their manage-
ment compulsory for pupils to
enable them attend classes.



10 |

THE GUARDIAN, Wednesday, October14,2026

RETRACTION

Re: Congratulatory Advertisement
Published on Page 27, Monday, October 12, 2026

We refer to the congratulatory advertisement published on Page 27 of The Guardian edition
of Monday, October 12, 2026, placed by LES Energy Services congratulating Onome Okodiya
SAN, on his elevation to the Prestigious Rank of Senior Advocate of Nigeria (SAN).

We wish to clarify that this publication was made without the knowledge, authorization, or

consent of Onome Okodiya, SAN.

We acknowledge that the publication of this advertisement without his express approval may
have caused him inconvenience, or unwarranted public attention.

We hereby retract the publication and sincerely apologize to Onome Okodiya, SAN, and his
professional colleagues for any inconvenience this unauthorized publication may have caused.

LES

Ley Energy Seevicey [imited

Signed,
Management
LES Energy Services

Children in the Crossfire: The Other Side of Ukraine’s Narrative

ince the beginning of the conflictin
S Ukraine, the Kiev authorities, with

the active support of their Western
sponsors, have been conducting an
unprecedented disinformation campaign
aimed at tarnishing the image of the
Russian Federation. The issue of
“abducted” children has become one of
the instruments for political pressure.

Russian Foreign Minister S.Lavrov has
repeatedly stated that the problem has
been excessively politicized. Moscow
views the actions of Kiev and its patrons
as part of a campaign in which emotional
statements prevail over efforts to resolve
actual problems. For audience unfamiliar
with the circumstances of the conflict, it
is particularly important to understand
that behind the loud political accusations
lies the Zelensky regime's desire to
prolong the conflict and drag in more
supporters.

In recent years, the Ukrainian side has
manipulated unreasonable figures
ranging from 19,500 to 1.6 million
children allegedly “abducted” by Russia.
The discrepancy between political
rhetoric and accurate data became
particularly evident during the Russian-
Ukrainian talks in Istanbul on June 2,
2025, when Moscow was officially
provided with a list containing only 339
names. However, upon closer
examination, even those data proved to
be inaccurate and erroneous. According
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to the fourth bulletin of Russian
Presidential Commissioner
Children's Rights M.Lvova-Belova, the
document contained no information
about the relatives searching for the
children or their contact details.
Verification identified 73 adults,
including 23 individuals who had reached
adulthood even before the start of
conflict. Nineteen children were living in
Russia with both parents or one of them,
while Russian law enforcement agencies
had no information indicating that 34 of
the listed individuals were present in the
country. Since the autumn of 2025, U.S.
First Lady M. Trump has also contributed
to humanitarian work. According to the
White House and the Russian Children's

for

Rights Commissioner, with her
assistance, 21 children had been reunited
with relatives on both sides by August
2026.

At the same time, Kiev remains silent
about problems directly affecting the
rights and safety of its own children. In
April 2024, Ukrainian Human Rights
Commissioner D.Lubinets reported that
Buropean social services had removed
255 Ukrainian children from their
parents or legal guardians, including 71 in
Germany. The same month, the National
Police of Ukraine reported that 161
children had been found in Germany
who had previously been considered
forcibly transferred to Russia or Belarus.

Finally, in December 2025, the Ukrainian
police themselves uncovered a scheme
involving the illegal removal of minors
abroad for adoption by foreign nationals:
the case involved at least 25 children, 13
of whom had already been taken out of
the country.

Western propaganda turns a blind eye to
the actions of the Armed Forces of
Ukraine (AFU), which have caused the
deaths of children. Since 2014, around
300 minors have been killed in Donbass
and over a thousand have been injured.
From 2022 onwards, the number of child
casualties continued to grow in Russia's
border regions. According to Russian
Foreign Ministry Ambassador-at-Large R.
Miroshnik, Ukrainian attacks in 2024
claimed the lives of at least 50 children
and left 285 wounded. In 2025 — 22
fatalities and 271 injuries. During the first
three months of 2026, seven more
underaged lost their lives, while 71
sustained injuries. In all the above cases
residential buildings, educational
institutions and vehicles have come under
directattack.

This creates an obvious imbalance: the
fate of some children becomes a constant
subject of international attention, while
children killed in Donbass and Russian
regions as a result of AFU's shelling
remain largely out of the spotight. It is
exactly for this reason that Moscow
speaks of the politicization of the entire
“children's issue.”
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1. INTRODUCTION:

Chevron Nigeria Limited (“CNL") Operator of NNPCL/CNL Joint Venture invites
interested and prequalified companies with relevant experience for this tender
opportunity for provision of Maintenance Diving Services on Call-out Basis to
support CNL's production activities. Maintenance Diving Services are required to
execute Company's wide range of operational activities within the Escravos
Operations (western, central, and eastern) field locations for terminal, offshore,
onshore/swamp facilities (or at other locations) as may be required to support
Company's ongoing oil and gas production activities.

The services are estimated to commence third quarter of 2027 for Five (5) years
primary term with an optional two (2) years extension period.

2. SCOPE OF WORK:

Scope of work for the service shall include but not limited to provision of skilled
personnel, supervision, equipment and material/consumables necessary for
rendering Maintenance Diving Services as required in COMPANY's areas of
Operation 24 hours per day, 7 days per week, on an “as and when required”
basis and in a safe manner to plant, assets and personnel at all Company's
facility locations (Escravos, offshore, onshore, etc.). Furthermore, successful
companies would be expected to have self-sustaining operations and
capabilities to provide any aspect of the scope from only personnel who are
qualified and able to communicate fluently in English, to the delivery of full
services, including all necessary equipment, materials, and consumables, as may
be required.

Detailed Services Description:

The range of services that will be provided by CONTRACTOR shall include but
not limited to the following:
« Provision of Dive Equipment and Personnel
» Provision of Dive Support Vessel (DSV) with built-in dive equipment
« Provision of DSV DP-2 Vessel
« Pipeline and riser inspection and repair.
« Offshore Platform underwater structural inspections and repairs to
API specifications
« Underwater anode replacement and installation.
« Underwater welding and cutting.
«  Hull surveys (UWILD) to ABS, Lloyds, DNV and BV Class Standards.
* Seabed dive survey and excavation.
«  Remotely Operated Vehicle (ROV) surveys.
« Single point mooring (SPM) Buoy and hoses inspections and
maintenance, including hose change out.
* Buoying of pipelines to support SEWOP movements.
« Carrying out propeller repairs on other vessels

3. MANDATORY TENDER REQUIREMENTS:

A. To be eligible for this tender exercise, interested bidders are
required to have the requisite NUPRC permit, NCDMB NOGIC JQS
registration and be pre - qualified and 'live’ under Product Code:
3.01.06 (Subsea / Diving / ROV Technology Services), 3.08.01
(Tugs / ROV Support / Diving Support Vessels), and 3.05.09
(Diving/ROV/Submersible Operations and must be registered
under Category A, B, C and D in NipeX Joint Qualification System
(NJQS) database. All successfully pre-qualified and “live” bidders
in this category by the bid close date of this advert will receive the
Invitation to Tender (ITT).

B. To determine if you are pre-qualified and to view the
product/service category you are listed for, visit
https://vms.nipex.org/login and access NJQS using your login
details. Click on the 'Subscription’ tab on the left-hand side of the
dashboard to view your status and click on the 'Product Code' tab
to view your registered product codes.

C. If you are not listed in this product service category and you are
registered with NUPRC to do business for this category, please
contact the NipeX office address at: The Post Square Towers
(Building B), 1, 3, Ologun Agbaje Street, Off Adeola Odeku Street,
Victoria Island, Lagos.

D. To initiate the NJQS pre-qualification process, access
http:/www.nipex-ng.com, click on the 'Registration’ tab, and select
'New Vendor Registration’.

E. To be eligible, all tenders must comply with Nigerian Content
requirements in the NipeX system.

nNNpe CHEVRON NIGERIA LIMITED

OPERATOR OF THE NNPCL/CHEVRON JOINT VENTURE

Chevron

R. C. 6135

TENDER OPPORTUNITY

PROVISION OF MAINTENANCE DIVING SERVICES ON CALL OUT BASIS
NipeX Tender No - CNL.OO0O00358

4. NIGERIAN CONTENT REQUIREMENTS:

Chevron Nigeria Limited is committed to the development of the Nigerian Qil and Gas
business in observance with the Nigerian Qil and Gas Industry Content Development
Act 2010 (NOGICD Act) enacted by the Federal Government of Nigeria in April 2010.
Pursuant to enactment of the NOGICD Act, the minimum Nigerian Content in any
project, service or product specification to be executed in the Nigerian Qil and

Gas Industry shall be consistent with the level set in the schedule of the Act and

any other target as may be directed by the Nigerian Content Development and
Monitoring Board (NCDMB).

Contractors shall comply with the provisions of the NOGICD Act and all applicable
regulations. Bidders that do not meet the Nigerian Content criterion will not be
allowed to participate in next Tender Stage

The following are the Nigerian Content requirements bidders are expected to
comply with in their technical bid submission:

A. Tenderer shall provide evidence of being a Nigerian registered company with
51% shareholding capacity. The tender shall provide CO2 and CO7 forms,
registration on NOGIC JQS and NUPRC certificate.

B. Tenderer shall provide detailed description of the location of in-country
committed facilities & infrastructure (technical office, administrative space
etc.) in Nigeria to support this contract.

C. Provide evidence of what percentage of your key management positions is
held by Nigerians and what percentage of the total work force are Nigerians.
Also, show overall

D. percentage of work to be performed in Nigeria and those by Nigerian
resources relative to total work volume.

E. Tenderer shall provide evidence of category 1,2,3,4 or 5 Quality Inspection
and Control (QS) NCEC and ownership of in-country ROV demonstrating
capacity and capability to execute work scope.

F. Tenderer shall comply with the latest approved version of NCDMB HCD
guideline by committing (via a letter of undertaking) to providing Project-
Specific training, man-hour, budget, skill development and understudy plan
for Nigerian personnel utilizing OGTAN registered trainer(s) or other
approved NCDMB training institution(s).

Non-Compliance with Nigerian Content requirements is a Fatal Flaw.

5. CLOSING DATE:

Only bidders who are prequalified and 'live’ with NJQS Product/Category 3.01.06
(Subsea / Diving / ROV Technology Services), 3.08.01 (Tugs / ROV Support / Diving
Support Vessels), and 3.05.09 (Diving/ROV/Submersible Operations in categories A,
B, C and D by 16:00 Hours, 27 October 2026 being the advert close date shall be
invited to submit technical bid.

Additional Information:

1. The Invitation to Tender (ITT) and any further progression of this tender shall
be via NipeX. Interested bidders are therefore advised to ensure they are set
up in NipeX with a valid and active official company email address accessible
by all in their organization as this shall be the only means to transmit the ITT.

2. Bidders, who, for this bid process enter a Joint Venture (JV), Partnership,
Consortiums, etc. with another bidder that is bidding for this service will be
disqualified.

3. All costs incurred in preparing and processing NJQS prequalification shall be
solely to the bidders' accounts.

4. This advertisement shall neither be construed as any form of commitment on
the part of Chevron Nigeria Limited (“Company”) to award any contract to
any company and or associated companies, sub-contractors, or agents, nor
shall it entitle prequalified companies to make any claims whatsoever, and/or
seek any indemnity from Company and/or any of its partners by virtue of
such companies having been prequalified in NJQS.

5. The tendering process shall be the NNPC NipeX contracting process
requiring pre-qualified companies to submit both technical and commercial
tenders at the same time.

6. Company reserves the right to reject any and or all pre-qualified bids at its
sole discretion and at no cost to Company.

7. Company will communicate only with authorized officers of the pre-
qualifying companies and NOT through individuals or agents.

NCDMB Certification No: ES/NCDMB/UPD/CNL-NCP- 100632/020326/PROVISION OF MAINTENACE DIVING SERVICES - JV
Please visit NipeX portal at www.nipex-ng.com for this advert and other information.
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Uber’s exit from Nigeria: Areality check

THE withdrawal of Uber from Nige-
ria’s ride-hailing market is more
than the exit of a multinational cor-
poration from a flagship African econ-
omy. Itisindeed a defining moment in
the evolving story of Nigeria’s digital
economy and attendant hurdles that
are as genuine as they are politicised in
an electioneering period. Neither of
them detracts from the inherent job
losses, the optics for future invest-
ments, or the missed opportunities,
considering Nigeria’s huge economic
potential and massive population.

The departure of Uber should not be
read simply as a loss, though lamen-
table, but asa moment of reckoning—
a chance to ask difficult questions
about the country’s economic direc-
tion and to charta more stable and eq-
uitable path forward.

For nearly a decade, the ride-hailing
market has been an emblem of tech-
nological innovation, urban mobility,
and youth employment. Uber, like
Bolt, inDrive and other operators, cu-
mulatively contribute to building
Nigeria’s $450 million e-hailing mar-
ket. Uber’s exit on September 2 ended
its12-year presence in Nigeria, after the
company launched in Lagos in 2014
and expanded its footprint as demand
for app-based transportation grew
across major urban centres.

Generally, Uber’s exit from Nigeria and
Uganda forms part of a broader re-
structuring at Uber, with the company
expected to eliminate about 3,300 jobs
globally. Chief Executive Officer Dara
Khosrowshahi seeks to simplify the or-
ganisation, reduce management layers
and prepare the business for its next
phase of growth.

More specifically, Uber’s decision to
pull the plug on Nigeria can be attrib-
uted to a familiar combination of fac-
tors: macroeconomic instability, rising
operational costs, currency volatility,
and regulatory pressures. For instance,

Nigeria’s weak naira rate has made it in-
creasingly difficult for foreign companies to
repatriate profits or maintain predictable
cost structures.

Coupled with inflationary pressures—par-
ticularly in fuel prices, insurance, and vehi-
cle maintenance—in a deeply infrastruc-
ture-challenged environment, the ride-hail-
ing business model has become less viable
amid waning affordability and rising cost of
living. For a platform that depends on rela-
tively thin margins and high transaction vol-
umes, such uncertainties can be fatal.

Regulation has also played a decisive role.
In recent years, Nigerian authorities, par-
ticularly at the federal and state levels, have
introduced new licensing fees, levies,and op-
erational requirements for ride-hailing com-
panies. An instance is the Federal Airport Au-
thority of Nigeria (FAAN) and its resident pri-
vate car park operators at Lagos Airport, who
recently raised user fees and overhauled
operational requirements for users, in-
cluding e-hailing businesses.

While regulation is necessary to ensure safe-
ty, fairness, and tax compliance, inconsistent
or burdensome costs and policies can deter
investment. The current harsh experience
highlights a tension common in emerging
economies and the need to balance state
oversight with the flexibility required for in-
novation to flourish.

The foregoing has implications for Nigeria.
First, there is the question of employment.
Thousands of drivers who relied on Uber as
a primary or supplementary source of in-
come now face uncertainty. While many
may migrate to alternative platforms such
as Bolt or inDrive, the loss of a major com-
petitor could reduce earnings and bar-
gaining power. The gig economy, often cel-
ebrated for its flexibility, is revealed here to
be vulnerable; workers bear the brunt of cor-
porate exits.

Second, consumer welfare is likely to be af-
fected. Uber’s presence contributed to com-
petitive pricing, service quality, and tech-
nological innovation. Its exit may lead to
higher fares, fewer service options, and di-

LETER
Justice Kogo and integrity test

SIR: At a time when public of-

frastructure, equipment, and

erodes trust, disposing of cas-

fice is judged more by the
privileges it confers than the
responsibility it demands, offi-
cialswho place institutional in-
terest above personal comfort
deserve more than applause.
They deserve scrutiny.

Nigeria’s crisis of public lead-
ership is notjustabout missing
policies or weak institutions. It
is the recurring gap between
publicauthority and public pur-
pose.Budgets are passed, agen-
ciesare set up,appointmentsare
made, yet outcomes still de-
pend on the character and dis-
cipline of those entrusted with
leadership.

Itis against this backdrop that
the record of the Chairman of
the Code of Conduct Tribunal,
Justice Mainasara Umar Kogo, in-
vites reflection. [ have known Jus-
tice Kogo since our school days.
That personal knowledge does
not exempt his record from
scrutiny. It offers a chance to test
whether values professed early
survive the pressures and perks
of public office.

Leadership is not proved by
what one says before power. It is
proved by what one does with it.
Since assuming leadership of
the CCT, Justice Kogo has fo-
cused on long-standing ad-
ministrative problems: staffwel-
fare, delayed promotions, in-

transportation. These may seem
routine, but they are central
to how institutions function.

An institution cannot deliver
justice efficiently when its per-
sonnel are demoralised and its
tools are obsolete. The reported
improvements in salaries, pro-
motions, and working condi-
tions at the Tribunal raise a
larger question: why must
workers in critical public in-
stitutions wait years for legiti-
mate welfare issues to be ad-
dressed?

Leadership may not solve every
structural problem, but it de-
cides whether problems are
confronted or merely man-
aged.

The emphasis on modernisa-
tion isalso notable, renovation
of facilities, restoration of elec-
tricity, and provision of com-
puters and working tools.Inan
era where justice depends on
records, timelines, and inter-
agency data, modernisation is
no longer optional. It is urgent.

No doubt, administrative re-
structuring, creating depart-
ments and clarifying responsi-
bilities can cut bottlenecks. But
restructuring must not be an
end in itself. Reform is meas-
ured by one thing; thatit brings
better service to citizens.
Inajustice system where delay

es thatlingered for years mat-
ters. Buildings and budgets
are important, but an institu-
tion exists primarily to do its
job.

The reported absence of carry-
over cases at the end of the
2025/2026 legal year should
promptawider conversation.
This brings to question as
to why cases stall for decades.
What procedural and admin-
istrative obstacles allow it?
What can other judicial bodies
learn from institutions that
reduce backlogs?

On discipline, Justice Kogo'’s
approach reflects another hard
truth: welfare without re-
sponsibility is unsustainable.

Enforcing punctuality and
attendance, when done fairly,
is not oppression. Public in-
stitutions cannot demand ac-
countability from citizens
while tolerating indiscipline in-
ternally. Rights must come
with duties. The strongest evi-
dence of leadership philosophy
is often found in small choices.
Read the remaining part of this
letter on www.guardian.ng
Blessing Bem Efe Imohimi,
is President (Special Grade) of
an Area Customary Court in
Edo State. (Email: blessingbe-
mimohimi@gmail.com)

minished incentives for remaining firms to
improve standards. In markets where com-
petition is already limited, the departure of
a key player risks creating quasi-monopo-
listic conditions.

Third, and perhaps most significantly, the
exit signals to international investors. Per-
ception matters in global capital flows.
When a high-profile company withdraws, it
raises questions about the ease of doing busi-
ness, regulatory stability, and market prof-
itability. Nigeria, which aspires to be a hub
for digital innovation in Africa, must con-
front the reputational implications of such
developments.

However, this moment also presents an op-
portunity—one that should not be over-
looked. The market is available! Ken Re-
search projected that the growing urban
populations, rising smartphone adoption
and changing commuting habits are ex-
pected to keep demand for app-based mo-
bility on an upward trajectory.

Growth could more than double market
worth to $982m by 2032, representing a
compound annual growth rate of 11.8 per
cent, putting established operators in a
race to capture a larger share of a sector
whose growth potential remains signifi-
cant despite persistent challenges around
fuel costs, vehicle financing and driver earn-
ings.

On the other hand, Uber’s withdrawal has
turned what was once a contestamong sev-
eral platforms into a more intense battle be-
tween the remaining operators for users,
drivers and the commercial opportunities
attached to them. Uber’s departure, on the
other hand, could and should catalyse the
growth of indigenous platforms better at-
tuned to local realities.

There is the Lagos State government-backed

Lagride in Lagos. Daesil Ride operates in
Abuja, Jos, and Auchi and offers in-app
price negotiation. There is also Sim-
pliRide, among others. This month, a
new entrant, ProTaxi, has emerged. Pro-
Taxi, an e-hailing platform powered by
electric vehicles, has commenced oper-
ations in Abuja, with plans to deploy
1,000 vehicles and onboard drivers.

Nigerian entrepreneurs have already
demonstrated remarkable ingenuity in
fintech, e.commerce, and logistics. A sim-
ilar trajectory in mobility services could
emerge, leveraging local knowledge,
adaptive pricing models,and context-sen-
sitive innovations. In this sense, the exit
of a global giant might create space for
homegrown alternatives to thrive.

Policymakers have an opportunity to re-
think regulatory frameworks and en-
sure that the realities that forced Uber out
do not befall other local and foreign in-
vestors. The goal should not be to attract
foreign companies at all costs, but to cre-
ate a balanced ecosystem that supports
both local and international players.
Transparent policies, stakeholder en-
gagement, and regulatory consistency
should complement infrastructure de-
velopment, especially the construction of
motorable roads beyond cities. Equally
importantis addressing macroeconomic
instability, without which no amount of
regulatory reform will suffice.

Ultimately, Uber’s exit is a cautionary
tale. It underscores the interconnected-
ness of economic policy, technological in-
novation, and social welfare. For Nigeria,
the challenge is not merely to replace one
company with another, but to build are-
silient, inclusive, and sustainable digital
economy.
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Dangote Refinery and protection of a community asset

By Akin Olukiran

OEVER advised Alhaji Aliko Dangote to of-

fer what has aptly been christened a “Peo-

ple’sIPO”, with a minimum subscription of just

N5,250, deserves more than a passing com-
mendation. He deserves to be studied.

For a project of the scale and strategic impor-
tance of the Dangote Refinery, lowering the
threshold of participation to the equivalent of
ten shares is an extraordinary stroke of corpo-
rate imagination. At N525 per share, virtually
anyone with a modest income can acquire a
stake. The offer has consequently generated an
investment frenzy of a kind rarely witnessed in
Africa, with digital investment platforms strug-
gling to cope with the extraordinary retail in-
terest.

And this is where the genius of the strategy
lies.By deliberately opening the ownership
proposition to drivers, cooks, gardeners, clean-
ers and, in Dangote’s own words, “our drivers,
our cooks, our servants, our managers, and ev-
erybody”, the transaction goes beyond the con-
ventional logic of an IPO. Digital brokerage and
payment platforms have made it possible to re-
duce the traditional barriers and transaction
costs that have historically excluded ordinary
Nigerians from the capital market.

Of course, Dangote is a businessman. He is not
doing this out of philanthropy. There is a com-
mercial logic to the transaction. Having in-
vested billions of dollars in building the
refinery, he has borne an extraordinary con-
centration of financial and entrepreneurial risk.
The IPO allows him not only to raise substantial
capital for expansion but also to distribute a
portion of both the ownership and the eco-
nomic opportunity among a much wider con-

stituency. The offer comprises 4.1 billion shares
and is designed to raise approximately N2.15 tril-
lion.

But there is another dimension to the transac-
tion which may ultimately prove even more con-
sequential. The Yoruba have a wonderfully concise
way of describing the psychology of ownership:
“Kiniéyi? Témini; dyato si, kiniyi? Tiwa ni.” There is a
profound difference between saying this is mine
and saying this is ours. Dangote appears to un-
derstand this Nigerian psychology rather well.

We tend to develop a remarkable intensity of
concern for whatever we perceive as belonging to
us. | remember my student days at the then Uni-
versity of Ife. Whenever there was a students’
protest, or even merely a rumour that one was
brewing, the long drive into the university along
Road One would suddenly become a procession
of Mercedes-Benz, Volvo, Peugeot and Volkswagen
cars. Concerned parents would descend from La-
gos, Ibadan and God knows where else, to retrieve
their children before the trouble started.

Why? Because when the issue becomes personal,
indifference disappears.This is precisely what the
Dangote IPO has the potential to accomplish. It
changes the psychological relationship between
Nigerians and the refinery. What was once per-
ceived principally as Dangote’s refinery can in-
creasingly be perceived as our refinery.And that
distinction is not semantic. It is economic and, po-
tentially, strategic.

Consider the amusing story reported in the in-
ternational media of a Nigerian stopping a speed-
ing Dangote truck driver and admonishing him
not to be reckless with “company property”. On
the surface, it is merely comic social-media con-
tent. But beneath the humour lies something
rather profound: the emergence of a psychologi-
cal sense of ownership. Reuters has reported the

same phenomenon, noting how Nigerians have
taken to social media jokingly behaving like re-
finery co-owners and board members.

That, in myview, is the real genius of the People’s
[PO.It is not simply selling shares. It is manufac-
turing belonging.Release a relatively small pro-
portion of the ownership to millions of ordinary
Nigerians and you have potentially created some-
thing far more valuable than the capital raised.
You have created a constituency with an eco-
nomic interest in the success, stability, protection
and longevity of the enterprise.

This is particularly significantin a country where
the boundary between public and private inter-
est has historically been blurred, and where
strategic businesses can sometimes become em-
broiled in regulatory, political and commercial
contestation. A widely distributed shareholder
base introduces another dimension to thatequa-
tion.

The refinery is no longer merely an industrial
monument belonging to one extraordinarily suc-
cessful Nigerian. It becomes, in a psychological
sense, part of the nation’s economic patri-
mony.And that may be the most ingenious part
of the transaction.

The offering is also occurring against the back-
ground of intense public interest in the refinery
and its place in Nigeria’s energy economy. The re-
finery, which became operational in 2024, has
reached full production capacity and is now a ma-
jor supplier of refined petroleum products to
Nigeria and other markets.The symbolism, there-
fore, should not be underestimated.

For decades, Nigerians watched their crude oil
leave the country, only to return in the form of ex-
pensive refined petroleum products. Now, one of
the continent’s largest industrial investments is
inviting ordinary Nigerians to become share-

holders in the enterprise that refines that crude.

There is something almost poetic about that re-

versal.And then there is the political economy of
pricing.If the refinery increases the price of its
products, an ordinary shareholder may still
grumble at the pump. But the psychological cal-
culus has subtly changed. Some of the profit gen-
erated by the enterprise is potentially accruing to
him as a shareholder. The consumer is no longer
merely a consumer; he has become, however
modestly, a participant in the enterprise.
That is a profound shift. It is the difference be-
tween saying “Dangote is making money from us”
and saying “Dangote’s company is making
money,and [ own a tiny part of it.”

Of course, an important caveat remains. Owning
ten shares does not confer meaningful control
over a company of this scale. Dividends are not
guaranteed, share prices can fall, and investors
can lose money. The official [PO information itself
makes these risks explicit.

But ownership is not only about control. Some-
times, it is about identity.The Dangote IPO may
therefore turn out to be remembered for some-
thing beyond the N2.15 trillion it seeks to raise. It
may demonstrate a novel principle of African cor-
porate capitalism: that one of the most effective
ways to protect a strategic private asset may be to
make millions of people feel that it is theirs.

Dangote may have sold only a small fraction of
therefinery.But he may have succeeded in selling
something much larger:a sense of ownership.And
in Nigeria, where témi- mine - can sometimes be a
stronger motivator than tiwa- ours - that may
prove to be the most valuable asset of all. May
Nigeria win.

Olukiran, a social and political analyst wrote from
London. He can be reached via: olukiran@ya-
hoo.co.uk

Has Nigeria’s indigenous industrialisation policy failed?

By Moshood Oshunfurewa

THIS symptom has fully emerged. Nigeria’s indigenous industri-
alisation policy has failed. This failure is not the product of any
single policy misstep but the systematic collapse of a six-decade-
old structural architecture. This is a consequence of energy costs
that devour manufacturing margins, foreign exchange controls
that choke off access to production inputs, corruption that con-
verts industrial support funds into private estates, and infrastruc-
ture decay that makes any locally produced good structurally
uncompetitive against imports.

When Chinese traders move from wholesale into retail and di-
rectly capture the customer networks of Nigerian local merchants,
thisis notan isolated market event. It is the inevitable outcome of
a domestic industrial capacity so thoroughly dismantled that for-
eign capital, cheaper, faster, better capitalised, simply fills the vac-
uum.

Whatis more dangerous is that this crisis is being distorted by eth-
nicised narratives. The protesters at the Lagos International Trade
Fair were largely Igbo traders, and some political actors are happy
to redirect the confrontation into an “Igbo versus Chinese” story,
burying the real structural culprits, a political economy that makes
it impossible for local producers to survive while imported goods
flow in unimpeded. When Chinese manufacturers can mass-pro-
duceata fraction of Nigerian costs and sell directly to Nigerian con-
sumers, Nigerian artisans and SME owners are not facing a
competitor. They are facing an entire industrial ecosystem they
were never permitted to build.

The crisis of Nigerian manufacturing begins as an energy crisis.
The Association of Power Generation Companies reports installed
capacity above 15,500 megawatts, but the grid transmits only about
4,500 megawatts. Between 2,500 and 4,000 megawatts of gener-
ated power are wasted daily. Eighty-five million Nigerians live with-
out electricity. A tailor earning N4,000 a day spends N3,000 of it
on generator fuel. Nigerian businesses and households spend
roughly $23 billion annually on diesel and petrol for self-genera-
tion, and the World Bank estimates the economic cost of unreliable
electricity at $26-29 billion.

This energy cost structure means that any locally manufactured
good carries a “power tax” from the moment it is conceived—a tax
Chinese manufacturers never pay. Chinese factories enjoy stable
grid electricity; Nigerian factories must build their own power
plants. When Chinese goods enter the market at scale-driven low
costs, Nigerian producers are not in a fair fight. They are in a war
whose outcome was fixed before the first shot.

Foreign exchange controls are the second strangulation. Between
2015 and 2023, the Central Bank of Nigeria imposed eight years of FX
controls and 43 import bans in an attempt to force local produc-
tion. The result was catastrophic: firms could not obtain the for-
eign exchange needed to import raw materials and machinery,and
productive capacity fell rather than rose. Between 2023 and 2024,
over 85 per cent of Nigeria’s manufactured goods trade was im-
ported; by the first half of 2025, that figure reached 93.3 per cent.

Protectionism did not midwife indigenous industry. It accelerated
deindustrialisation—because Nigeria had never built the produc-
tive capacity that could substitute for imports in the first place.

The third strangulation is institutional corruption. Successive in-
dustrial support schemes, from the Anchor Borrowers’ Programme
to various manufacturing intervention funds, have fallen into the
same trap: funds intercepted at disbursement, subsidies routed to
politically connected firms rather than genuinely productive SMEs,
and the ordinary artisan and micro-entrepreneur never once ap-
pearing on the policy radar. The nation’s fundamental problem is
not a lack of vision but “a deficit of institutional capacity and exe-
cution discipline” to convert vision into results. Stolen wealth is
displayed in the offshore properties of Nigerian public officials,
while the resources that should have flowed into industrialisation
never reach production.

The Lagos trade fair protests exposed a deeper economic logic. Chi-
nese traders initially entered the Nigerian market as wholesalers,
using China’s scale advantages to supply Nigerian retailers. But as
local retail capacity shrank and local merchants lost the ability to
accumulate capital, Chinese traders moved directly into retail—
renting shops, building warehouses, copying customer phone
numbers from waybills, and undercutting local merchants by sell-
ing straight to final consumers.

This is not simple “unfair competition.” Chinese retailers possess
advantages Nigerian merchants simply cannot match: direct fac-
tory sourcing that bypasses every intermediary; trade finance from
Chinese banks; and a renminbi-naira currency swap (however un-
derutilised at under 10 per cent) that lets them sidestep dollar
shortages. The Nigerian merchant, by contrast, faces naira depre-
ciation inflating import costs, administrative barriers to FX access,
and direct price pressure from Chinese retailers.

The trade structure is damning. In 2024, Nigeria imported N14.15
trillion worth of goods from China while exporting only N2.99 tril-
lion, imports accounting for over 82 per cent of bilateral trade.
Nigeria’s exports to China are concentrated in oil, gas, sesame, and
raw ore; its imports from China are synthetic textiles, telephones,
machinery,and electrical equipment, higher-value manufactured
goods. This structure fits dependency theory’s “centre-periphery”
relationship exactly: the periphery supplies raw materials, the cen-
tre supplies finished goods, and value flows systematically from
periphery to centre.

When Chinese traders extend from wholesale into retail, they are
extracting the last remaining surplus of that dependency rela-
tionship. The Nigerian merchant’s position in the chain is emptied
out entirely: he cannot compete upstream with Chinese factories,
nor downstream with Chinese retailers. The protesters’ anger is
real, but it has been aimed at the wrong target.

That the Lagos protesters were predominantly Igbo traders is no
accident. Igbo Nigerians occupy a disproportionately important
position in Nigeria’s trading networks, from Lagos to Aba to Onit-
sha, Igbo merchants form the backbone of indigenous retail and
distribution. When Chinese retailers began directly eroding that
network, the group hit hardest was precisely the Igbo trading class.

Yet some political forces moved swiftly to redefine an economic
protest as an “Igbo versus Chinese” ethnic conflict. This narrative di-
version is not innocent. It pulls public attention away from the real
structural questions, why can’t Nigeria’s power system supply fac-
tories? Why do FX controls strangle local production? Why do in-
dustrial support funds end up in private pockets? and reduces
everything to a xenophobic story of foreigners stealing local busi-
ness.

The response of Nigeria-China Investment Club president Chidi
Uleli is telling: he concedes “yes, it is a legitimate concern,” then
points the solution at “Nigerian businessmen should come to-
gether and establish cottage industries,” as if the problem were in-
sufficient individual effort rather than the collapse of an entire
industrial ecosystem. This argument ignores a basic fact: building
afactory in Nigeria means providing your own generator, solving
your own EX, and absorbing the cost of infrastructural collapse,
costs Chinese manufacturers never bear.

The failure of Nigeria’s indigenous industrialisation policy ulti-
mately manifests as a new form of dependency. Nigeria no longer
the direct political control of the colonial era, but a lock-in at the
lowest rung of the global value chain through asymmetries in
trade structure, financial mechanisms, and productive capacity.
China’s trade surplus with Nigeria reached $23 billion in 2024, but
that is only the surface number. The deeper problem is that Nige-
ria has lost the possibility of building indigenous manufacturing
capacity in the foreseeable future.

Every protectionist attempt has ended in failure because the thing
being protected does not exist. You cannot protect an uncompeti-
tive industry; you can only protect the corpse of an industry that is
already dead. Nigeria’s textile industry once had 167 factories and
500,000 workers; today most of those factories are industrial ruins.
When the Senate calls for “reviving the textile industry,” it con-
fronts an empty shell with no electricity, no cotton supply chain, no
financing channels.

Chinese small and medium enterprises are taking over Nigeria’s
retail space, not because Chinese people are smarter or more hard-
working than Nigerians, but because China’s industrial ecosys-
tem—from power to logistics to finance to technology, allows them
to produce goods at costs Nigerians cannot match. Nigerian mer-
chants cannot build cottage industries to compete in their own
country, because the cost of building industry in their own coun-
try is absurdly high.

The fate of the ordinary Nigerian is now bound to this depend-
ency structure. Every Chinese-made good they buy reinforces an
economic order that makes local production permanently unvi-
able. And those Igbo traders protesting on the streets of Lagos
should aim their anger elsewhere, at the Nigerian rulers who in-
stitutionalised corruption, abandoned infrastructure, and turned
industrial policy into a tool of political patronage. Chinese traders
are merely the final beneficiaries of this failed system, not its ar-
chitects.

Oshunfurewa, a public affairs analyst wrote from Lagos. He can be
reached via: moshoodho2025@gmail.com and 08035936663.
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Prof Albert Alos, Lade Bonuola and Lagos Business School

By Kingsley Osadolor

SOMETIME in 1993, before the June 12 tu-
mult set in, and about a year after I be-
came Editor of The Guardian on Sunday, 1
received a minute from Lade Bonuola (Lad-
bone), who was the Managing Director of The
Guardian Newspapers Limited. The minute
was on an invitation to a cocktail at Victoria
Island, Lagos. The MD said he would not be
able to attend, but that I should represent
him at the event. The cocktail was hosted by
the former Chief of Army Staff and business
mogul, Lt-Gen. T.Y. Danjuma (rtd), and his
wife, Daisy, at their Victoria Island home,
long before they relocated to Banana Island.
A number of corporate titans attended the
cocktail. They included Dr Christopher Ko-
lade, Pascal Dozie, Faysal el-Khalil of Seven-
Up, and others. There was also in attendance
Prof. Albert Alds. Part of the talk at the event
was a call for corporate support for the effec-
tive take-off of the Lagos Business School. The
solicited support was by way of endowments
or other donations, or dedicated funding, so
that brick by brick the School could grow
and set a reputation for standard, especially
in executive business education. There were
also, from among the corporate bigwigs
present, pledges of faculty time, so there
could be a productive meeting of town and
gown. That way, the highly practiced hands
could more readily impart knowledge
through elucidation with case studies.

In the ensuing years, Dr Kolade became per-
haps the best exemplification of the primal

pledge of adjunct faculty time by the corpo-
rate heavyweights. It was at that cocktail that
one of the speakers suggested that, if corpo-
rate entities in the country sent in their ex-
ecutives for programmes at the School, it
would incentivise non-stop improvement
and bolster the School’s profile. That plea
bore fruit bountifully in later years as the La-
gos Business School boasted of an alumni
database that included operatives and key
decision-makers of blue-chip companies and
other well-heeled enterprises.

Meeting him for the first time, but struck by
his quiet yet confident demeanour, I gotinto
small talk with Prof. Al6s, as he sidled up to
me at the cocktail, and we exchanged busi-
ness cards. Alés equally introduced another
gentleman to me whom he said was in-
volved with the Lagos Business School proj-
ectand would in the meantime manage the
public relations dimensions of the institu-
tion. That gentleman was Timothy Keenly
with whom I also exchanged business cards.
After the cocktail, I did not return to the of-
fice, but drove home instead, as it was al-
ready nighttime.

The next day, I went to brief Lade Bonuola
about the event at which I represented him.
He listened attentively to my summarised
briefing, including an abridged roll-call of
the participants. Then, I mentioned that Prof
Al6s had hinted that they would rely on us,
The Guardian, to help promote the endow-
ments of the Lagos Business School project.
At that, Ladbone’s face lit up—and he said,
“Ohyes, yes! From the names you reeled out,

these are serious-minded Nigerians, and it is a
measure of our reputation as a newspaper that
they are seeking reliance on our support.”

The support we gave as a newspaper was pub-
licity at no cost whatsoever. Later, as the corpo-
rate entities and individuals redeemed their
pledges to the School, the cheques were usually
received on behalf of the Lagos Business School
by Timothy Keenly, and it was always as a photo
opportunity. Timothy Keenly would dispatch
the photographs to me with captions. I got
them published as a photo story in the Busi-
ness section of The Guardian on Sunday.

As Timothy Keenly, Prof Alés, and Prof John
Elegido confirmed to me subsequently, on sep-
arate occasions, that simple gesture of publi-
cising Timothy Keenly receiving endowment
cheques on behalf of the School encouraged
even more donors. And from Ahmed Onibudo
Street, where the Lagos Business School took off
effectively, it became the premier, foundational
School at the Pan-Atlantic University of which
Prof. Al6s was the inaugural Vice-Chancellor,
before his retirement at age 70.

One day, in late 2010, I ran into Prof Elegido at
the basement lobby of NICON Luxury Hotel in
Abuja.Iintroduced myself to him, and asked af-
ter both Prof Alés and Timothy Keenly. I re-
minded him about the early days of
endowments for the Lagos Business School.
Prof Elegido remembered clearly, and teased
that Timothy Keenly’s face was in The Guardian
every so often. Keenly, he said, had since re-
turned to the United States. Because Lade Bon-
uola had approved the editorial support for the
Lagos Business School project endowment, no

one queried why The Guardian on Sunday so
regularly published photonews about the
School. The Lagos Business School firmed up,
and began its ascent to the stars.

The closest I ever came to the School was
when it was still located at Ahmed Onibudo
Street, near the Nigerian Law School. Iwould
park opposite the Business School and stroll
into the Law School when I was enrolled
therein, and return to my car after lectures,
scampering to beat the traffic on Victoria Is-
land.

On September 7,2026, Prof Albert Al6s died,
just 10 days shy of his 87th birthday. Origi-
nally from Spain, he arrived in Nigeria in
1967, the year our country’s 30-month Civil
War broke out. Al6s became naturalised and
truly called Nigeria his home, while flourish-
ing as an academicin his core field of Electri-
cal Engineering in Universities at Ife, Lagos,
and Ibadan. Unquestionably, however, it was
the Lagos Business School, as well as Pan-At-
lantic University, that cemented his legacy of
remarkable educational institutional devel-
opment, which Ladbone, and I to a lesser de-
gree, helped to galvanise the watering-can
bearers, who hearkened to the clarion call at
Gen. Danjuma’s cocktail party, to ensure the
germination of the seed that had been con-
sciously planted in the early ‘90s—and now
an oak in Nigeria’s educational landscape.
Osadolor, former Editor of The Guardian on
Sunday, and later Deputy Managing Director
of Guardian Newspapers Limited, is co-Host
of Good Morning Nigeria on the Nigerian Tel-
evision Authority network.

RCCG should blow its own trumpet

By Bode Babatunde

A FRIEND once asked me two questions that stayed with
e.“Pastor,” he said, “with all the tithes and offerings that
RCCG collects, what exactly does the church have to show for
the money? [ learnt that your G.O, Pastor E.A. Adeboye, rides
in a private jet—what does he need a jet for?”

I could have answered with theology. I could have quoted
Scripture.I could have reminded him of the millions of lives
touched by the gospel. I did none of these.

Isimply thought: perhaps we have failed to tell our story.
Perhaps the Redeemed Christian Church of God has been so
reluctant to blow its own trumpet that other people have
been allowed to define its achievements for it.

And that needs to change.

[ write this not merely as an observer. As a pastor of the

RCCG, I have an interest in the reputation of the organisa-
tion. That explains why I believe the conversation should
move away from sentiment and towards evidence.
The accusation that Pastor Enoch Adeboye and RCCG collect
tithes and offerings from millions of people without any-
thing tangible to show for them has become almost a cliché
in some circles.

But what if we stopped arguing and simply examined what
exists? What has RCCG done with the money?

Start with Redemption City

Itisnot merely a church auditorium surrounded by tents. It
is an enormous institutional ecosystem featuring self-gen-
erated power, water treatment, roads, sanitation, security,
fire services, banks, accommodation, education, healthcare
and other infrastructure. RCCG has developed electricity-
generation and distribution capacity and maintains de-
partments dealing with water, electricity, sanitation and fire
services.

Then look at healthcare

Redeemer’s Health Village is a 300-bed multispecialty hos-
pital established by RCCG. It has sophisticated diagnostic
and critical-care facilities, including what has been reported
as the largest MRI machine in West Africa, alongside a 160-
slice CT scanner and specialised intensive-care facilities.
But the story has moved beyond conventional hospital in-
frastructure.

In September 2026, Redeemer’s Health Village, working
with RoboMed Global and Nisa Premier Hospital, partici-
pated in what was reported as Nigeria’s first tele-robotic sur-

gery and West Africa’s first such procedure. A surgical team
at the robotic console in Ogun State operated remotely on a
patient in Abuja, about 500 kilometres away, to remove a
cancerous kidney tumour.

And that was not the only robotic milestone. Pastor Alexan-
der Idachama became the first patient to undergo robotic-
assisted surgery at Redeemer’s Health Village, receiving a
radical prostatectomy for prostate cancer.

Just think for a moment about a Nigerian church partici-
pating in a technology that allows a surgeon to operate on a
patient hundreds of kilometres away.

This is not something to hide in a church bulletin. It should
be national news. It should be part of the Nigerian story. And
RCCG should tell it.

Besides, the dialysis story is particularly thrilling

For a Nigerian suffering kidney failure, a dialysis machine is
not an abstract statistic. It can be the difference between
treatment and deterioration; between hope and despair.

Yet, His Love Foundation, RCCG’s philanthropic arm, has es-
tablished dialysis facilities in hospitals in different parts of
Nigeria, including teaching hospitals and federal medical
institutions. Reports have documented 48 dialysis machines
commissioned through its programme, alongside the sup-
porting water-treatment and power infrastructure required
to make dialysis possible.

Recentinterventions include donating three complete dial-
ysis machines to the University of Benin Teaching Hospital.
Another dialysis centre has been scheduled for commis-
sioning at the Federal Medical Centre, Asaba.

The Foundation also reports interventions including in-
tensive-care units (ICUs), diagnostic facilities, ambulances,
and other medical infrastructure across the country.

This is where the question about tithes deserves a different
kind of answer. The answer should be:
Here are the projects. Here are the figures. Here are the hos-
pitals. Here are the machines. Here are the patients. Here are
the beneficiaries.
That is the language of accountability.
The same applies to education

RCCG’s educational ecosystem includes universities,

schools and scholarship programmes. Reports have docu-
mented substantial scholarship commitments, including a
N300 million scholarship intervention for 694 Redeemer’s
University students.

There are also welfare interventions, humanitarian pro-

grammes, support for vulnerable families and initiatives
reaching government-owned institutions.

Consider one recent example. An RCCG philanthropic ini-
tiative, the Graceville Legacy Project, reported visiting 10 gen-
eral hospitals in Lagos State in 2026 to support mothers and
newborns, including paying medical bills and providing as-
sistance to families.

Furthermore, confronting the jet argument will be tanta-
mount to dealing with a functional necessity.

The recurring question of Pastor Adeboye’s jet is apparently
needless. Globally, many religious leaders with far smaller
ministries own private aircraft. Countless entertainers and
athletes under the age of 30 own or fly in private jets purely
as status symbols, drawing minimal scrutiny.

Yet, Pastor Adeboye is an 84-year-old leader overseeing a min-
istry spanning more than 200 countries! Is a private jet a lux-
ury for him, or a non-negotiable tool for global operation?

Consider this true-life story: Not long ago, at a single week-
end, Pastor Adeboye ministered at a Festival of Life (FOL) pro-
gramme in London on a Friday night, flew back to Nigeria on
Saturday to preach at a wedding by presidential invitation,
and returned to London on Sunday to preach again.

Without a private aircraft, achieving such a grueling sched-
ule—at his age—would be logistically impossible. Commer-
cial flight schedules, delays, and layovers simply cannot
accommodate a ministry operating on a global scale.

But then, the answer to critics should not be defensive. It
should be: Here is the work, here are the numbers, and here
is why the tool is necessary.

So, for RCCG, the time is ripe for transparent testimony.

Government carries the primary duty to provide public in-
frastructure. But when a church uses voluntary contributions
to build universities, establish dialysis centers, and pioneer
robotic surgery, it should not be embarrassed to share those
facts.

RCCG should publish an annual Social Impact Report de-
tailing all these operations with mathematical exactitude.

Humility is a virtue, but humility does not demand silence.
When silence allows falsehood to override impact, telling the
truth becomes a duty.

Itis time to let the machines, the hospitals, the scholarships,
and the lives transformed speak for themselves. That is the
trumpet RCCG needs to blow.

Dr Babatunde is a pastor of the Redeemed Christian Church
of God in London.
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‘Infrastructure, capital key to
unlocking 215tr scf gas reserves’

By Victoria Nwachukwu
E Federal Government has
identified infrastructure,
capital, market access and pre-
dictable regulation as critical
to unlocking the economic
value of Nigeria’s estimated 215
trillion cubic feet of proven gas
reserves.

The government said access
to gas should go beyond
licences and acreage, as
investors could still be unable
to develop assets due to inade-
quateinfrastructure, financing
constraints, regulatory uncer-
tainty, limited evacuation
capacityand insufficientaccess
to markets.

The Minister of State for
Petroleum Resources (Gas),
Ekperikpe Ekpo, said the
Federal Government’s Decade
of Gas initiative was designed
to move Nigeria from being
rich in gas resources to being
rich in gas-based economic
opportunities.

Ekpo,who was represented by
his Senior Technical Adviser,
Abel Nsa, at the 2026 Energy
Conference of the Association
of Energy Correspondents of
Nigeria (NAEC) in Lagos, said
gas must increasingly support
industrialisation, power gener-
ation, transportation, manu-
facturing, fertiliser production
and other productive activities.

He identified the Ajaokuta-
Kaduna-Kano (AKK) and OB3
gas pipelines as critical infra-
structure projects being priori-

tised to strengthen the nation-
al gas network and connect
supply with major demand
centres.

“Infrastructure is the bridge
between our resources and the
industries, power plants, busi-
nesses and households that
need them,” he said.

Ekpo said reforms under the
Petroleum Industry Act 2021,
alongside fiscal and regulatory
measures, were intended to
improve competitiveness and
make gas projects more attrac-
tive to investors.

He stressed that the govern-
ment could not develop the
sector alone, noting that pri-
vate-sector capital, technology,
expertise and commercial dis-
cipline were necessary to move
viable projects from concep-
tion to final investment deci-
sion and production.

He called for stronger collabo-
ration among regulators,
financial institutions, develop-
ment partners and industry
operators, while urging
greater participation by
indigenous companies, inde-
pendent producers, infrastruc-
ture developers and technolo-
gy providers.

Ekpo also called for Nigerian
Content to move beyond par-
ticipation in contracts towards
ownership of capabilities, tech-
nology, capital and assets,
while ensuring that host com-
munities benefited from petro-
leum operations.

FG to overhaul wheat industry’s
value chain for lower costs, imports

From Collins Olayinka, Abuja
S are underway by the
Federal Government to
launch a new programme
aimed at strengthening
Nigeria’s wheat-based con-
sumer foods industry.

The new initiative focuses on
production costs, enterprise
competitiveness, financing, and
the development of local value
chains.

The initiative, ‘Project WHEAT-
NESS', targets improving the
competitiveness of businesses
across the industry, including
millers, bakeries, food manufac-
turers, and Micro, Small and

Medium-sized  Enterprises
(MSMEs), amid Nigeria’s
dependence on imported
wheat.

Nigeria consumes and
imports an estimated six to
seven million metric tonnes of
wheat yearly, exposing the
industry to fluctuations in inter-
national commodity prices, for-
eign exchange conditions and
supply-chain costs.

The office of the Minister of
State for Industry under the
Federal Ministry of Industry,
Trade and Investment said the
launch will bring together gov-
ernment officials, privatesector
operators, financial institutions,
research organisations and
development partners in Abuja.

According to the ministry,
WHEAT-NESS seeks to address
constraints across the wheat-

based foods value chain, from
agricultural production and
input supply to aggregation,
milling, processing, baking,
logistics, distribution and retail.
The initiative will operate
through four intervention areas:
value-chain development, enter-
prise development, a Made-in-
Nigeria marketing campaign
and a proposed Wheat-Based
Consumer Foods Value Chain
Development Fund.

The value-chain component is
expected to focus on improving
domestic supply, productive
capacity, industrial integration,
and operational efficiency. At the
same time, enterprise develop-
ment will target productivity
and growth capacity for MSMEs
and downstream businesses.

The proposed marketing cam-
paign is intended to strengthen
consumer confidence in com-
petitive Nigerian-made foods. At
the same time, the development
fund is expected to mobilise
financing and investment for
viable opportunities across the
Sector.

The programme comes against
the backdrop of the cost pres-
sures confronting food manu-
facturers and businesses that
rely on imported raw materials.
However, the  ministry’s
announcement did not set
measurable targets to reduce
import dependence, lower pro-
duction costs, orincrease domes-
tic wheat output.
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Founder, CWG, Austin Okere(left); Lagos State AII Progresswes Congress (APC) Deputy Governorship Candidate, Damllola Sonayon James
Group Managing Director/Chief Executive Officer, CWG, Adewale Adeyipo; Lagos State Deputy Governor and APC governorship candidate, Dr
Obafemi Hamzat and Director-General, National Technology Acquisition and Promotion (NOTAP), Obiageli Amadiobi, at the CWG TeXcellence 5.0

Conference themed "Accelerating Africa’s Digital Future.”held in Lagos yesterday.
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Debt off

ice plans N5.75 tri

lion bond

offer as FG’s borrowing surges 106%

From Joseph Chibueze, Abuja
’IHE Federal Government is

planning to raise another
N5.75 trillion through Federal
Government of Nigeria (FGN)
bonds in the fourth quarter of
2026, extending an aggressive
domestic borrowing pro-
gramme that has already seen
bond allotments more than
double in the first nine months
of the year.

The Debt Management Office
(DMO), in its provisional
issuance calendar, scheduled
bond auctions for October 19,
November 16 and December 14,
with planned offers of N1.75 tril-
lion, N2 trillion and N2 trillion,
respectively.

The proposed fourth-quarter
issuance comes after the gov-
ernment allotted N715 trillion
in FGN bonds between January
and September 2026, repre-
senting a 106 per cent increase
over the N3.48 trillion recorded
during the corresponding peri-
od of 2025.

Thelatestborrowing planalso
comes against the backdrop of
Nigeria’s rising public debt
stock, which climbed to

N166.79 trillion as of June 30,
2026, from N159.35 trillion at the
end of March, according to fig-
ures published by the DMO.

Domestic debt accounted for
No1.59 trillion, representing
54.91 per cent of the total debt
portfolio. The planned bond
sales would further expand the
government'sdomestic borrow-
ing programme, although the
actual amount raised will
depend on the outcome of the
auctions and any subsequent
changes to the provisional cal-
endar.

Under the proposed schedule,
the DMO plans to raise funds
through three instruments: the
19.00 per cent FGN February
2034 bond, the 1679 per cent
FGN September 2036 bond and
the 15.45 per cent FGN June 2038
bond.

The February 2034 bond will
account for N15 trillion of the
planned issuance, with N500
billion offered at each of the
three auctions.

The September 2036 instru-
ment will attract the largest allo-
cation of N2.8 trillion, compris-
ing N800 billion in October and

N1 trillion each in November
and December.

The June 2038 bond will
account for the remaining N1.45
trillion, with N450 billion
scheduled for October and
N500 billion each in November
and December.

The November and December
auctions will therefore account
for N4 trillion, representing
about 69.6 per cent of the
planned fourth-quarter offers.

The proposed issuance follows
asubstantial increase in govern-
ment bond allotments during
thefirstnine months of theyear,
with several months recording
sharp year-on-year growth.

In January, allotments rose by
157 per cent to N154 trillion
from N601.04 billion in January
2025. June recorded one of the
most dramatic increases, with
allotments climbing to N1.22
trillion from N100 billion a year
earlier.

July allotments surged by 401
per cent to N931.82 billion from
N185.93 billion, while August
recorded a 491 per cent increase
to N805.16 billion from N136.16
billion.

In September, allotments rose
by 29.8 per cent to N748.64 bil-
lion from N576.62 billion in the
corresponding month of 2025.

The increases more than offset
declines in February and April,
when allotments fell by 42.4 per
cent and 30.4 per cent, respec-
tively, compared with the same
months last year. The trend
pointed toasignificantly higher
volume of bond financing in
2026, although the figures on
allotments alone do not estab-
lish how much of the borrow-
ing represents new financing
needs, refinancing of maturing
obligations or other debt-man-
agement operations.

The planned N5.75 trillion
issuance will add to the Federal
Government's financing
requirements at a time when
the country's public debt stock
is already substantial.

The implications for public
finances will depend partly on
the terms at which the bonds
are issued, the use of the pro-
ceeds and the government's
capacity to meet future interest
and principal payments.

Dangote Refinery’s profit hits $4.7b as revenue soars 144% in nine months

By Waliat Musa
GOTE Petroleum

Refinery and
Petrochemicals has recorded a
net profit of $4.73 billion in the
nine months ended September
30, 2026, reversing a $117.2 mil-
lion loss in the corresponding
period of 2025, as revenue rose
144 per cent to $22.5 billion.

The unaudited financial
results, released in Lagos yester-
day, showed a sharp improve-
ment in the performance of
the 700,000-barrel-per-day
refinery, with earnings growth
and stronger cash generation
coming as the company
advances its N2.15 trillion initial
public offering (IPO).

Revenue increased from $9.2
billion in the first nine months
of 2025, while earnings before
interest, taxes, depreciation
and amortisation (EBITDA)
rose to $5.5 billion from $627.6
million. EBITDA margin
expanded to 24.56 per cent

from 6.83 per cent, reflecting
higher refining throughput,
improved operational reliabili-
ty and stronger refining mar-
gins.

Operating cash flow increased
more than tenfold to $3.68 bil-
lion from $364.7 million in the
corresponding period of 2025,
while cash balances rose to
$6.69 billion from $809.5 mil-
lion.

The refinery also moved from
a net debt position of $1.73 bil-
lion in September 2025 to net
cash of $650.8 million by
September 2026, an improve-
ment of about $2.38 billion,
which indicated that the com-
pany's cash exceeded its debt
obligations on a netbasis at the
end of the period.

The results also point to accel-
erating earnings in the third
quarter. Revenue rose from
$13.91 billion at the end of June
to $22.48 billion by September,
indicating revenue of approxi-

mately $8.57 billion in the three
months to September.

EBITDA increased from $2.60
billion at half-year to $5.52 bil-
lion at the end of September,
implying third-quarter EBITDA
of about $2.92 billion. Net profit
similarly rose from $1.82 billion
at halfiyear to $4.73 billion,
adding approximately $2.90
billion in the third quarter.

Managing Director and Chief
Executive Officer of Dangote
Petroleum  Refinery and
Petrochemicals, David Bird,
attributed the performance to
higher throughput, greater
operational stability and
improved refining margins.

“Our third-quarter perform-
ance demonstrates the success-
ful transition from commis-
sioning and ramp-up activities
to sustainable commercial
operations.

“Revenue increased to $22.5
billion from $9.2 billion in the
corresponding period of 2025,
while EBITDA rose to $5.5 bil-

lion from $627.6 million,
reflecting higher throughput,
improved operational reliabili-
ty and stronger gross refining
margins."

Bird said the results demon-
strated the strength of the
refinery's integrated business
model and provided a founda-
tion for its expansion plans.

“These results reflect the
strength of our integrated
business model and provide a
solid foundation as we
progress through our IPO and
execute our Vision 2030
growth strategy. “With our
expansion programme
already underway, we remain
focused on increasing refining
capacity and broadening our
product portfolio. We will con-
tinue to strengthen our distri-
bution network across Africa
and support energy security
across the continent, while cre-
atinglong-termvalue for stake-
holders."
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IN THE FEDERAL HIGH COURT OF NIGERIA

. Fimacozp ProperTIES LIMITED

IN THE FEDERAL HIGH COURT OF NIGERIA
M THE AsABA JUDICIAL DIVISION
HOLDEN AT ASABA
SuIT No: FHC/ASB/CS/233/25
|H THE MATTER OF THE ASSET MANAGEMENT CORPORATION OF NIGERIA 4
2010 {As AMERDED)
I THE MATTER OF MORTGAGES PHB LimiTeD

Axp
1N THE MATTER OF FINACORP PROPERTIES LIMITED
Axp
[N THE MATTER OF THE COMPANIES AND ALLIED MATTERS AcT, 2020,

BETWEEN:
AsseT MANAGEMERT CORPORATION OF NIGERIA +ver« PLAINTIFF

{AMCON)

Axp

MORTGAGES PHB LinNTED wee. 157 DEFENDART
wee 1*7 DEFENDANT
DR. EnmasUeL |, KacHimwy wre 37 DEFEMDANT
FRANCIS ATUCHE coo 4T DEFENDANT
ARCH. ADEWAKUN ADEBAYO cer 3™ DEFENDANT
Oseeckie CHIrs IXE oo 07 DEFENDANT
Hassan Umaru MaLami veed " DEFENDANT
VINCENT OKWECHIME «0.87" DEFENDANT
CHUKwWUEMERA DanEL ELEd v 97 DEFENDANT
OLU AARMU .. 10™ DEFEHDANT
BoLas OsunsaLA . 11™ DEFENDANT
MugTALS SHEHU YR ADUA .. 12" DEFENDANT

FeLicia OaInwaANKERA OXWUCHI 137 DEFENDANT

ORIGINATIRG SUMMONS

L&t the Defendants:

i, Mortgages PHB Limited of 14B, Anifowoshe Street, Victoria Island,
Lagos State,

i, Fixacome PROPERTIES LwiTeD of 14B, Anifowoshe Streel, Victoria
lsland, Lagos State,

fif. D&, Emwangel | Kacwizwy of State Lease at Core Area, Asaba in
Oshimili Local Government Area of Delta State,

fy.  Francis ATucke of House 169, Road 43, Victoria Garden City, Lekki,
Lagos State,

v, ARCE. ADEWAXUN ADEBAYD OF 71,Queens Street, Off Hughes Avenve,
Alagomeji, Lagos,

vi. OcsecHie CHirs IKE OF 13, Jaiyeola Ajatta Street, Ajao Estate,
Lagos,

vil.  Hassay Uaru MaLasl oF 2°° Floor, Foreshore Towers, 1A, Osborne
Road, lkoyi, Lagos,
viii.  VIKCENT OKkweckiuE oF /0 SPDC Limited, Shell Industrial Area, Old
Aba Road, Port Harcourt, Rivers State,
iX. Cruxwuemera DamizL ELER OF 345, Adeyemo Alakija Street, Victoria
Island, Lagos State,

K. 0L Axanwu oF Plot 707, Adeola Hopewell Street, Victoria Island,
Lagos, 164, BoLa) OcunsoLa of 8, Amodu Ojikutu Street, Off Saka
Tinubu Street, '

®i. MURTALA SHEHU Yar'apus oF lsa Kaita, Kaduna, Kaduna State, and
FeLich

At QBINwANNERA OnwuacH! oF 101, Police Road, Jakande Estate, Lekki,
Lagos State,

Within (30) thirty days after service of this Summaons on them, inclusive

of the day of such service, cause appearance to be entered for them to

this Summons, which is fssued upon the application of the Plaintiff,

ASSET Maracement CorporaTion OF NiGeER1A OF Plat 417 Tigris Crescent, off

Aguiyi Ironsi Street, Maitama, Abuja, for the determination of the

following questions:

o “Whether by a community reading of Sections 5, 34(1){b), ic) {ii)
& {4) of the AMCON ACT, 2010 (4s Amended), the Loan Purchase
Agreement between the Plaintiff and Bank PHB Plc (Now Keystone
Bank), the Notice of Assignment of Debt from Bank PHB Plc (Now
Keystone Bank) to the Obligor Mortgages PHB Limited {Fomerly
Finacorp Buidling Suciety), the powers and rights conferred on
the Asset Management Corporation of Nigeria [AMCON) therein,
the legal interests in the 29 Defendant’s Property used as
security for the various loans advanced to the 1%t Defendant, is
NOT automatically vested in the Plaintiff herein upon acquisition
of the Eligible Bank Assets (EBAs) from Keystene Bank (farmerly
Platinum Habib Bank)?

Whether the Plaintiff's Right, as a Mortgagee, to enforce the
Security by Sale, has NOT crystallised upon the Obligor and the
2% Defendant’s default in liquidating the Debts?

o

=]

And whether the purported transfer of the property, subject of
the security interest created in favour of the Plaintiff, to the 3%
Defendant during the pendency of the security interest is not
illegal, invalid and void, which security interest remains extant
and undischarged, or whether the defence of Innocent Purchaser
for value without Notice can avail the 3¢ Defendant?

AKG should your Lordship answer the abave question in the affirmative,
the Plaintiff pray this Honourable Court for the following reliefs:

ReLIErs SougHT:

I. A DECLARATION OF THIS HONOURABLE COURT that upon the
Plaintiff’s acquisition of Eligible Bank Assets (EBAs) from Bank
PHB Plc {Now Keystone Bank Plc), which Eligible Bank Assets
(EBAs) includes Non-Performing Loans to the tune of N2, 029,
855, 323,00 and N777, 752, 970.00 respectively and which
were advanced to the 1% Defendant, the Plaintiff, the Assel
Management Corporation of Nigeria (AMCON), is vested with

the power, to the exclusion of all other persons including :
creditors, to take possession of, sell, transfer or assign or |
otherwise dispose of the assets or properties by which such é.l'
Eligible Bank Assets (EBAs) is secured including the 2 :"

Defendant's property lying, being and situate at State Lease
at Core Area, Asaba in Oshimili Local Government Area of
Delta State of Nigeria, containing an area of approximately
2,043 Hectares, more particularly marked and delineated in
the Survey Plan No, AS 182 and covered by a Certificate of
Occupancy with NO. DTSR 2825, dated 7t December, 2001
and registered as 23/23 CO. 54 in satisfaction of the debt
owed to the Plaintiff by the 1% Defendant,
ii. A DECLARATION OF THIS HONOURABLE COURT that upon the
acquisition of the Eligible Bank Assets (EBAs) from Bank PHB
Plc (Now Keystone Bank Plc) by the Plaintiff, the Asset
Management Corparation of Nigeria (AMCON), the Defendants,
whether by themselves, their privies, agents, subordinates or
howsoever designated have no power or control nor any right
to remain in possession or deal in any manner whatsoever with
the property lying, being and situate at State Lease at Core
Area, Asaba in Oshimili Local Government Area of Delta State
of HNigeria, containing an area of approximately 2,043
Hectares, more particularly marked and delineated in the
Survey Plan Mo. AS 182 and covered by a Certificate of
Occupancy with NO. DTSR 2825, dated 7* December, 2001
and registered as 23/23 €0, 54,
fil. A DECLARATION OF THIS HONOURABLE COURT that the Plaintiff’s,
Asset Management Corporation of Nigeria (AMCON), rights to
enforce the security by sale, as a Mortgagee, has crystallised
upon the 1* Defendant and all other Defendants’ default in
liquidating the Debts owed to the Plaintiff.
Iv. A DECLARATION OF THIS HONOURABLE COURT that the purported
transfer of the property lying, being and situate at State

Lease at Core Area, Asaba in Oshimili Local Government Area
of Delta
approximately 2.043 Hectares, more particularly marked and

State of Nigeria, containing an area of

delineated in the Survey Plan No. AS 182 and covered by a
Certificate of Occupancy with NO, DTSR 2825, dated 7*h
December, 2001 and registered as 23/23 C0. 54, subject of
the security interest created in favour of the Plaintiff, to the
3¢ Defendant during the pendency of the security interest
which remains extant and undischarged is invalid, null and
void.

v. AN ORDER OF THIS HONOURABLE COURT directing the 3™ Defendant
whether by himself, his privies, agents, servants, employees
or howsoever described to yield up possession and deliver to
the Plaintiff and/or its Officers, Employees, Agents and any
other person howsoever described deriving authority from her,
the property lying, being and situate at State Lease at Core
Area, Asaba in Oshimili Local Government Area of Delta State
of Nigeria, containing an area of approximately 2.043
Hectares, more particularly marked and delineated in the
Survey Plan Mo. AS 182 and covered by a Certificate of
Occupancy with KO, DTSR 2825, dated 7'h December, 2001
and registered as 23/13 (0. 54, subject of the security
interest created in favour of the Plaintiff,

vi. AN ORDER OF PERPETUAL IMJUNCTION OF THIS HONOURABLE COURT
restraining the Defendants, their servants, agent or privies
and/or any other directors, shareholders, officers, employees,
and/or any other person howsoever designated from interfering
with, obstructing, disturbing and/or frustrating the Plaintiff
from exercising the powers vested in her whether by herself
and/or servants, agents or other persons employed by her over
the property lying, being and situate at State Lease at Core
Area, Asaba in Oshimili Local Government Area of Delta State

of Nigeria, containing an area of approximately 2.043

Hectares, more particularly marked and delineated in the
Survey Plan Mo, AS 181 and covered by a Certificate of
Occupancy with NO, DTSR 2825, dated 7' December, 2001
and registered as 23/23 €0, 54.

vif. AW ORDER OF THIS HONOURABLE COURT directing the Plaintiff to
take such steps as may be necessary and exercise such powers
including the powers to take over and apply in realization of .
the 1%t Defendant's debt to the Plaintiff, all monies due,
incomes or receivables due from the sale of the property lying,
being and situate at State Lease at Core Area, Asaba in
Oshimili Local Government Area of Delta State of Nigeria,
containing an area of approximately 2.043 Hectares, more
particularly marked and delineated in the Survey Plan No,
AS 182 and covered by a Certificate of Occupancy with HO.
DTSR 2825, dated 7*" December, 2001 and registered as
23/23 €O, 54 ",

viii. AMD FOR SucH FURTHER ORDER(S) as this honourable court may

deem fit or expedient to makp in the interest of justice.

REGISTRAR

THis Sukmons was taken out by Chief Ayotunde Ogunleye, SAN of
LEALTuxeDO & Associates, B3, Build Point Estate, Off Gishiri Road,
Opposite Nicon Junction, Maitama Extension, FCT - Abuja. (Solicitor of
the within named Plaintiff).

The Defendants may appear hereunto by entering appearance personally
or by a legal practitioner either by filing the appropriate processes in
response at the Registry of the Federal High Court, Lagos State by sending
them to that office by post.

Hote: If the Defendants does not respond within the time and at the place
above-mentioned, such orders will be made and proceedings may be taken
2s the Judge may think just and expedient.
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Ex-President named leader of new
DR Congo rebel coalition

Kunle Lawal, Esq.,

Chimuanya Eustacia Umeozor, Esq.,
Chiamaka Marvellous Edeh, Esq.
Michael Paulinus Effiong, Esq.
Oluwadamilare Eyitayo, Esq.
Firdawsi Ahalu, Esq.

FOR SERVICE ON:

15t DEFENDANT:

Mortgages PHB Limited
14B, Anifowoshe Street,
Victoria Island,

Lagos State.

279 DEFENDANT:

FINACORP PROPERTIES LIMITED

14B, Anifowoshe Street,

Victoria Island, Lagos State,

' 3rd DEFENDANT:
i DRr. EMMANUEL .

PLAINTIFF’S COUNSEL,
LEGALTUXEDO & ASSOCIATES,
B3, Build Point Estate,

Off Gishiri Road,

Opposite Nicon Junction,
Maitama Extension, Abuja.
08037922863.
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State Lease at Core Area,

Asaba, Oshimili Local Government Area

Delta State.

4th DEFENDAMNT:
FRANCIS ATUCHE

House 169, Road 43,
Victoria Garden City,

Lekki, Lagos State.

5™ DEFENDANT:

ARCH. ADEWAKUN ADEBAYO
72, Queens Street,

Alagomeji, Lagos.

6TH DEFENDANT:

OGBECHIE CHIRS IKE

>

OFf Hughes Avenue,

13, Jaiveola Ajatta Street,

Ajao Estate, Lagos.

7T DEFENDANT:

HassAaN UmARU AMALAMI

279 Floor, Foreshore Towers,

2A, Osborne Road,

8T DEFENDAMNT:

VINCENT OKWECHIME

C/70 SPDC Limited,

Old Aba Road,

Port Harcourt,

OTH DEFENDANT::

CHUKWUEMEKA DANIEL ELER

Lagos.

Industrial Area,

Rivers State.

375, Adevemo Alakija Street,

Vvictoria Island,

107" DEFENDANT:

OLuU AKANMU

Plot 707, Adeola
Victoria Island, Lagos.

117" DEFENDANT

Boradl OGUNSOLA

8, Amodu Ojikutu Street,
Off Saka Tinubu
12™ DEFENDANT:
MURTALA SHEHU YARTADUA
isa Kaita, Kaduna,
137 DEFENDANT:

Lagos State.

Hopewell Street,

Kaduna State.

FELICIA OBINWANNEKA ONWUACHI

101, Police Road,

Jakande Estate,

Lagos State.

RMER Congolese
President, Joseph Kabila,
has been named the leader of
anew rebel coalition seeking
to oust the government.

The Front for the
Refoundation of the Nation
(FRN) said it aimed to coordi-
nate resistance forces to end
tyranny in Democratic
Republic of Congo and will
pursue the goal “by all
means, including force.”

Its unveiling on Monday was
the clearest indication so far
of Kabila's direct involvement
in an armed movement a
year after he was sentenced
to death in absentia for trea-

son. He had previously
denied having links to the
M23 rebel group.

The Congolese government
has not commented.

The coalition's adviser,
Claude Ibalanky, announced
the group's leadership at a
press conference held at
Kabila's residence in Goma,
the largest city in eastern DR
Congo, which has been
under the control of M23
since last year.

Video clip released by the

group showed Kabila sign-
ing documents at the
group's declaration along-
side other leaders.

U.S. sanctions ICC, issues I80-day licence for operations

By Ngozi Egenuka
E United States has
announced sanctions
against the International
Criminal Court (ICC), blocking
its property and financial
interests under United States
jurisdiction.

Meanwhile, it has issued a
180-day general licence to
allow continuation of court
activities.

The United States Department
of State announced the sanc-
tions in a fact sheet, stating
that the action was part of the
measures by President Donald
Trump’s government to
defend U.S sovereignty and

protect American citizens
against alleged threats posed
by ICC.

According to the depart-
ment, the ICC is being desig-
nated under Section 1(a)(ii)(A)
of Executive Order 14203,
titled, ‘Imposing Sanctions
on the International Criminal
Court.

The department said U.S has
so far, imposed sanctions on
17 individuals under the
Executive Order, the latest of
which was intended to
address what Washington
considers threats arising
from the court’s activities.

M23 leader, Sultani Makenga,

will serve as one of Kabila's
four deputies in the new
movement. The other three
also came from the AFC-M23
alliance, which seized much
of mineral-rich eastern DR
Congolast year.

Announcement of the new
group came days after Kabila
delivered an address in
which he promised topro-
vide guideline for the rescue
of the country by the
Congolese people.

Kabila had last Friday,
accused President Félix
Tshisekedi's government of
disregarding proposals he
had put forward last year,
including some aimed at
ending the conflictin eastern
DR Congo.

Kabila also accused the gov-
ernment of undermining
constitutional rule, misman-
aging the economy and fail-
ing to improve the security
situation. He furtheralleged
arbitrary arrest of political
opponents and military offi-
cers, a position the govern-
ment is yet to publicly
respond to.

Kabila, 55, ruled DR Congo
from 2001 until January 2019,
when Tshisekedi took over
office following a disputed
election.

Bulgaria summons Russia after ship sinks in Black Sea drone attack

ULGARIAN Prime

Minister, Rumen Radev,
has summoned Russian
Ambassador to the
country;Eleonora
Mitrofanova, after two mer-
chant ships were struck by
drones off Bulgaria's Black
Sea coast.

Eleven crew members are
missing, and one sailor was
saved, according to local offi-
cials, after one of the vessels
sank 17 nautical miles (31km)
east of the village of Krapets.

The other vessel, Ukrainian
owned, was hit by drones 18
nautical miles from the town
of Byala and all 15 crew were
rescued.

The attacks came a week
after two other commercial
ships were hit by sea and aer-
ial drones in Bulgaria's exclu-

sive economic zone. One of
the ships, the Alfa Watan,
sank and all 10 crew, includ-
ing nine Syrians, are pre-
sumed dead.

Radev convened an emer-
gency meeting Tuesday,
announcing thathe has sum-
moned Russian envoy,
Mitrofanova. Although there
was no conclusive evidence
of blame on “either side, the
logic suggests that the out-
come benefits the Russian
Federation”, he said.
Mitrofanova was later quot-
ed by Bulgarian media as
telling Radev she had no
information from Russia's
defence ministry relating to
the latest attacks. She also
said thestrikes could have
been a provocation by a third

party.

Bulgaria is a member of
North  Atlantic  Treaty
Organization (NATO), and
Radev also spoke to Secretary
General Mark Rutte about
the latest attacks.

“NATO will continue to work
closely with our allies in the
Black Sea. We have already
strengthened our posture
along the eastern flank and
will continue to monitor the
security environment,
adjusting our deterrence
and defence posture as need-
ed”, Rutte said after the talks.

The two ships were struck
just outside Bulgarian terri-
torial waters and if the inci-
dents had occurred justa few
nautical miles to the West,
Article 5 of the NATO treaty
could have been triggered.

One dead, several hurt after rollercoaster incident

NE person has been con-

firmed died and several
others injured after an inci-
dent on a rollercoaster at an
amusement park in the State
of Georgia.

The Cobb County Police
Department said it was investi-
gating the fatality at Six Flags
Over Georgia, about 15 miles
(24km) from Atlanta, accord-
ing to CBS News.

Police did not specify which
ride was involved but aerial
footage from news helicopters
showed the Goliath roller-
coaster stopped midway, with
riders being helped off by

workers.

Six Flags Over Georgia said it
was deeply saddened by the
guest incident at the park.“Our
thoughts and heartfelt condo-
lences are with the guest's fam-
ily, friends and loved ones”, it
said.

Officials are yet to disclose how
the person died or how the
other riders were injured. The
British Broadcasting
Corporation(BBC), has contact-
ed local police and fire authori-
ties, as well as park officials over
the incident.

The identity of the person who
died has also not been dis-

closed.Witnesses told local
media that they saw a man
ejected from the ride, an
account of events that the BBC
has not verified.

Local outlet 1 Alive quoted a
witness saying that the man
had come loose from his seat
and had then, struck the roller-
coaster and some of his fellow
riders before falling onto the
roof of a nearby haunted
house attraction.

The incident was captured in
souvenir photos that were
automatically taken of the
rollercoaster while it was in
motion, the witness added.
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‘Weather forecasts are lifeline for aviation, growth, infrastructure’

By Olusegun Koiki
E Minister of Aviation and
Aerospace  Development,
Festus Keyamo, has said that
weather and climate informa-
tion are necessary for national
infrastructure, not just for the
aviation industry, but for every
sphere of the nation's economy.
Keyamo, who spoke yesterday
inLagosatthe 2026 yearlymeet-
ing of the Alliance for Hydromet
Development, hosted by the
Nigerian Meteorological
Agency (NiMet), said reliable
weather forecasts and early
warning systems were indis-
pensable to protecting lives,
safeguarding investments and
strengthening Nigeria's
resilience to climate-related haz-
ards.

Keyamo maintained that the
importance of NiMet extended
beyond routine weather fore-
casting. He noted that its servic-
es were central to flight opera-
tions, agriculture, disaster risk
reduction and other climate-
sensitive sectors of the econo-
my.

According to him, the Federal
government, under President
Bola Tinubu, recognised
NiMet's services as public goods
and strategic national assets.
He added that strengthening
the agency's technical, institu-
tional and operational capacity
remained a priority for the gov-
ernment.

He  said:
"Hydrometeorological devel-
opment and operation are

Alpha Morgan Bank relocates head office
to lagos, marks new chapter of growth

AtPHA Morgan Bank
imited has announced
the relocation of its Head
Office from 44 Adetokunbo
Ademola Crescent, Wuse II,
Abuja, to 52 Adetokunbo
Ademola Street, Victoria
Island, Lagos, marking a new
chapter in the Bank’s growth
and nationwide expansion.
The move follows significant
milestones, including the
expansion of its branch net-
work across several cities.
Within its first 10 months of
operations, the Bank record-
ed a Profit Before Tax (PBT) of
N9 billion and exceeded its
capitalisation  threshold,
reflecting  strong early
momentum.

Beyond financial perform-
ance,Alpha Morgan Bank con-
tinues to invest in people
through inclusive recruit-
ment, support communities
through its Corporate Social
Responsibility initiatives, and
promote economic knowl-
edge sharing through the
quarterly Alpha Morgan
Economic Review webinar

with Bismarck Rewane.

Commenting on the reloca-
tion, the Managing
Director/Chief ~ Executive
Officer, Mr. Ade Buraimo, said:
“The relocation of our Head
Office from Adetokunbo
Ademola, Abuja to
Adetokunbo Ademola, Lagos
is unique and exciting, repre-
senting an important step in
our growth journey. Our
achievements so far reflect the
dedication of our people, the
trust of our customers and
our commitment to building
a strong, accessible and sus-
tainable financial institution.”

He also thanked the
Regulator, the Central Bank of
Nigeria (CBN) for their contin-
ued support to the Bank and
expressed appreciation to the
board, management and
entire staff for the journey so
far.

The Bank remains commit-
ted to strengthening its
nationwide presence, deepen-
ing customer relationships
and creating lasting value for
the communities it serves.

LASCOPA cracks down on firms over
substandard goods, ignored complaints

By Tobi Awodipe
E Lagos State Consumer
Protection Agency (LASCOPA)
has warned that it will begin to
sanction businesses that fail to
attend consumer complaint
mediation sessions.

LASCOPA’s General Manager
and Chief Executive Officer,
Afolabi Solebo, issued the warn-
ing while speaking with journal-
ists yesterday.

He urged manufacturers, retail-
ersand service providers to com-
ply with the Lagos State
Consumer Protection Law 2025,
as amended, and the Federal
Competition and Consumer
Protection Act 2018.

He stressed that businesses that
fail to honour scheduled media-
tion sessions over legitimate
consumer complaints could
face sanctions, adding that
affected premises may be sealed
where authorised by law.

“LASCOPA will now sanction
businesses that deliberately fail
to honour scheduled mediation
sessions on legitimate con-
sumer complaints. Where
authorised by law; affected

premises may be sealed. All busi-
nesses are required to treat con-
sumer complaints and redress
processes with utmost serious-
ness,” he said.

Theagencyalsoidentified sever-
al practices that could prompt
regulatory intervention, includ-
ing unfair trade practices, mis-
leading advertisements, decep-
tive pricing and hidden charges.
He added that poor service deliv-
ery may also attract regulatory
action.

“The manufacture or sale of sub-
standard, counterfeit or unsafe
products could equally lead to
intervention,” he said.

Solebo warned that businesses
found to have violated applica-
ble consumer protection laws
could face penalties, including
fines, enforcement orders, and
suspension of operations, prose-
cution or the sealing of their
premises.

He appealed to consumers with
unresolved complaints to
remain patient, noting that
delays often occur when busi-
nesses ignore invitations to
mediation sessions.

closely linked, as safe and effi-
cient flight operations depend
heavily on accurate weather,
water and climate.

"NiMet's contribution to avia-
tion is a matter of life and death.
So, accurate meteorological
information is necessary for safe
flight operations and helps air-

lines and airports manage
weather-related disruptions.
“So, the government has

improved the welfare package of

NiMet staff as part of efforts to

strengthen service delivery. Staff

motivation is critical to the effec-
tive discharge of the agency's
responsibilities."

Keyamo further commended
NiMet's institutional strength-
ening, digital transformation
and innovation initiatives, not-
ing that its 2026-2030 strategic
plan provided a framework for
improving service delivery and
contributing to national devel-
opment.

The minister said Nigeria need-
ed to move away from a pre-
dominantly reactive approach
to disaster ~management
towards anticipatory action, in
which scientific forecasts and
early warnings informed pre-
ventive measures before haz-
ards developed into disasters.

CSR body backs push for sustainable practices in Africa’s events industry

'I‘HE push to embed sustain-
ability in Africa’s creative and
events industry is gaining
momentum, with the Centre for
CSR, West Africa, backing an ini-
tiative to promote climate-con-
scious production practices
across the sector.

The organisation is supporting
the inaugural Climate x Culture
Summit 2026, scheduled for
October22atthe Google Artificial
Intelligence Community Centre
in Accra, Ghana, to encourage
event organisers, artists, influ-
encers and other creative profes-

sionals to integrate sustainability
into their operations.
The summit, themed

“Designing Sustainable Creative
Experiences for Africa,” is expect-
ed to produce an Accra Climate
Culture Accord and a Sustainable
Event Production Guide for

Ghana.

Chief Executive Officer and Co-
founder of the Centre for CSR,
West Africa, John Bode Williams,
said corporate sustainability
must translate into measurable
action rather than remain a
statement of good intentions.

i

Chief Operating Officer, DBN Ayodele Olojede (left); Founder and Chlef Executive Officer, The Chair Centre Group, Mrs. Ibukunoluwa Awosika
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and Corporate Communications Manager, DBN, Abubakar Sadig Wada at the African Market Place Dubai 2026, held in Dubai.

Popoola advocates institutional synergy for capital market expansion

By Helen Qji
ROUP Managing Director
and Chief Executive Officer
of Nigerian Exchange Group Plc
(NGX Group), Temi Popoola, has
emphasised the importance of
institutional collaboration, poli-
cy consistency and internation-
al financial connectivity in
strengthening Nigeria’s capital
market and attracting sustain-
able long-term investment.
At the Nigeria-Asia Financial

Connectivity Dialogue hosted by
J.P.Morgan and the Central Bank
of Nigeria (CBN), in collabora-
tion with NGX Group and FMDQ
Group, held in Singapore,
Popoola said the resurgence in
capital formation across Nigeria
and Africa presented an oppor-
tunity to attract more investors
and deepen capital markets’
contribution to economic
growth.

He described the current wave

of investment as a significant
development for the continent,
noting that Nigeria and other
African economies are currently
recordinglevels of capital forma-
tion not seen fora long time.

He added that advancing
Nigeria’s capital market would
require stronger collaboration
among stakeholders, stressing
that the task was a collective
responsibility that must be pur-
sued through partnerships

UN honours youth-led solar project reviving conflict zone

From Kingsley Jeremiah, Abuja
ASt{IOUTH-IED solar energy ini-

jative in Cameroon has
emerged as a finalist in the
United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG) Action
Awards, highlighting how
African-ed solutions are linking
renewable energy, youth employ-
ment and community recovery
in crisis-affected areas.

The initiative, Solar Bright

Future, was selected in the
Resilience category of the Heroes
of Tomorrow: UN SDG Action
Awards, according to information
published on the awards’ official
website and made available to
journalists by the UN SDG Action
Campaign.

The recognition comes as African
countries grapple with overlap-
ping challenges of youth unem-
ployment, energy poverty, climate

change and displacement, plac-
ing greater emphasis on solu-
tions that connect economic
opportunities with essential serv-
ices.

In Cameroon’s conflict-affected
Northwest and Southwest
regions, Solar Bright Future trains
young women and men from
internally displaced and host
communities in solar-system
design, installation and mainte-

rather than isolated efforts.

Popoola underscored the
importance of coordinated
institutional action in advanc-
ing market development and
translating Nigeria’s economic
and financial-market reforms
into sustained investor confi-
dence.

According to him, liquidity, for-
eign-exchange stability and pol-
icy consistency remain central
to international investors’
assessment of the market.

nance, enabling them to develop
livelihoods while providing elec-
tricity to underserved areas.

As of June 2026, an estimated
493,402 people remained inter-
nallydisplaced inthe tworegions,
according to the UN profile,
which cites data from the UN
High Commissioner for Refugees
sourced from the UN Office for
the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs.

Regulators urged to relax rules, unlock idle funds for productive sectors

By Helen Qji

AERICAN financial regulators
eed to ease restrictions on
institutional investors’ expo-
sure to productive sectors to
unlock more funds for busi-
nesses, infrastructure and
other areas of the real econo-
my, Hicham Al Morabet,
Managing Director of the
Africa  Financial Industry
Summit (AFIS), has said.
Speaking in an interview with
The Guardian at the 'Road To
AFIS 2026: Making Capital
Count' Media Parley held in
Lagos, Al Morabet said pension
funds, insurance companies,
sovereign wealth funds and

other institutional investors
have funds that could support
economic development, but
regulatory limits on sector
exposure often constrain their
abilityto investmore in produc-
tive activities.

He said regulators must strike
a balance between protecting
the financial stability of pen-
sion and insurance institutions
and allowing them to support
sectors capable of creating jobs
and improving livelihoods.

“Regulators could soften their
regulations a bit when it comes
to exposure to productive sec-
tors,” Al Morabet said.

He explained that increasing
available capital was only the

first step, adding that the next
challenge was to unlock the
funds through appropriate reg-
ulatory reforms and then direct
them towards bankable proj-
ects.

According to him, the shortage
of bankable projects remains
another major obstacle to the
effective deployment of institu-
tional funds, particularly into
infrastructure.

“For infrastructure,a bankable
project is an infrastructure
financing project with the right
risk-adjusted return. And for
that, we need the de-risking
instruments,” he said, citing the
role of the International
Finance Corporation and

Nigeria’s InfraCredit in helping
to reduce risks for institutional
investors.

Al Morabet also called for
stronger technical support for
businesses, particularly small
and medium-sized enterprises,
larger companies and startups,
to improve the quality of proj-
ects seeking investment.

He said governments and
development finance institu-
tions needed to help compa-
nies structure projects that
could attract institutional
investors, stressing that the
challenge was to bring regula-
tors, investors, governments,
development finance institu-
tions and businesses together.
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NNPC'’s investments, gas ambitions and risk of stranded assets

As 38 per cent of planned upstream
investments face break-even risks
underachangingglobal energy out-
look, experts say Nigeria must rec-
oncile petroleum expansion with
energy access, fiscal stability and
environmental  accountability.
KINGSLEY JEREMIAH reports.

GERIA’s ambition to expand oil and gas
production while preparing for a lower-
carbon energy future faces a fundamental
problem. The country could commit billions of
dollars to projects that fail to deliver expected
returns, even as inadequate infrastructure pre-
vents available energy resources from meeting
domestic needs.

The dilemma places the Nigerian National
Petroleum Company Limited (NNPCL) at the
centre ofadifficult economicbalancingact. The
company must support government revenue,
energy security and industrial development
while managing the risks of changing global
demand, increasingly competitive renewable
energy, and the environmental liabilities of
petroleum production.

Last week in Abuja, experts from the Natural
Resource Governance Institute (NRGI), the
Centre for Energy, Finance and Development
(CEFD), the Inclusive and Sustainable
Development Research Centre (ISDRC) and the
Centre for Petroleum, Energy Economics and
Law (CPEEL) at the University of Ibadan estimat-
ed that38 per cent of planned upstream invest-
ments involving Nigeria could fail to break
even under the International Energy Agency’s
Announced Pledges Scenario, raising concerns
about stranded assets and potential losses to
the economy.

The Nigeria Country Manager of NRGI, Tengi
George-Ikoli, disclosed this at a policy engage-
ment on The Role of NNPC in Nigeria's Energy
Transition in Abuja. The event was organised by
NRGI in collaboration with the Centre for
Petroleum, Energy Economics and Law and the
Centre for Energy, Finance and Development.

“For Nigeria, we have assessed that Nigeria is
38 per cent at risk of not being able to break
even on those projects,” George-Ikoli said.

The assessment does not mean that 38 per

Executive Director, Inclusive and Sustainable Development Research Centre (ISDRC), Olusola Omoju (left); Country

Manager, Natural Resource Governance Institute (NRGI), Tengi George-Ikoli, and Executive Director, Centre for
Energy, Finance and Development (CEFD), Nicolas Lippolis during a stakeholder engagement on the role of NNPC in
Nigeria’s energy transition, organised by ISDRC, CEFD and NRGI in Abuja.

cent of Nigeria’s existing petroleum assets will
automatically become worthless. Rather, it sig-
nals the proportion of planned upstream
investment exposed to break-even risks undera
scenario aligned with countries implementing
their announced climate commitments.

The commercial outcome will depend on pro-
duction costs, commodity prices, demand,
financing conditions and project timelines.
Nevertheless, the warning highlights why
Nigeria cannot assume that every investment
in oil and gas will remain profitable through-
out its operating life.

George-Ikoli urged the Federal Government to
prioritise projects capable of delivering sustain-
able returns and contributing meaningfully to
national development. She also called for pub-
licly available sustainability plans and closer
coordination between NNPC, the ministries
responsible for finance and national planning,
and other relevant institutions.

The underlying question is whether Nigeria’s
petroleum investment strategy is adequately
accounting for the risks of a changing energy
market or continuing to rely on assumptions
that may not hold over the decades required to
recover major investments.

‘N33tr gas debt threatens power supply despite vast reserves’
NLNG flags supply bottlenecks, seeks S60b investment to unlock sector

By Waliat Musa

’IHE Managing Director and Chief Executive
Officer of NLNG, Leye Falade, has warned that
the country’s ambition to turn its vast natural
gasreserves into reliable electricity and industri-
al growth remains threatened by mounting
debts in the power sector, inadequate domestic
supply and regulatory bottlenecks,

Falade, who disclosed that gas suppliers to
power plants were owed about N33 trillion,
warned thatunpaid invoices were undermining
gas supply to electricity generators despite the
country’s estimated 215 trillion cubic feet of
proven gas reserves.

Speaking at the Harvard Business School
Association of Nigeria (HBSAN) Energy
Conference in Lagos, he argued that Nigeria’s
energy crisis was no longer simply a question of
resource availability, but of failures in the com-
mercial and institutional arrangements
required to deliver energy to homes and busi-
nesses.

“The Nigerian gas paradox fits in one sentence.
Wearerich in gas, but we are shortin energy,” he
said.

The disclosure comes as Nigeria seeks to
increase gas production to 12 billion cubic feet
per day and attract $60 billion in new invest-
ment by 2030.

Falade said the target would remain difficult to
achieve without reliable supply arrangements,
payment guarantees and predictable regula-
tion.

He explained that the failure to pay gas suppli-
ers had consequences across the entire electrici-

ty value chain, as suppliers could reduce deliver-
ies, power stations would struggle to operate
and businesses would incur additional costs
running diesel generators.

“When the invoice goes unpaid, the supplier
simply closes the valve. Production slows down,
power stations stay idle, homes and factories go
down,” he said.

According to him, the government’s interven-
tion to address outstanding obligations in the
electricity market must be followed by a sustain-
able payment system that ensures suppliers
receive payment for gas delivered to power
plants.

“What we need next is payment built into the
design of the system so that gas delivered is paid
for,” he said.

Falade said approximately 70 per cent of
Nigeria’s grid electricity came from gas, yet gas-
fired power stations received less than half of
their required gas in February.

The shortfall, he argued, illustrates the cost of
failing to coordinate gas production, transporta-
tion, power generation and payment arrange-
ments.

He said manufacturers and other businesses
ultimatelybear the consequences through high-
er production costs, which are passed on to con-
sumers.

Beyond the power sector, Falade highlighted
the disparity between gas resources and domes-
tic cooking fuel supply, noting that NLNG sup-
plied arecord 500,000 metric tonnes of cooking
gas to Nigerian homes last year, but that repre-
sented only about a third of national require-
ments.

Business as usual could deepen Nigeria’s
exposure
E challenge is particularly serious because
petroleum revenues remain important to
Nigeria’s public finances and foreign exchange
earnings. A poorly managed transition could
reduce investment, employment and govern-
ment revenue before alternative industries are
sufficiently developed to compensate.
However, continuing to invest without rigor-
ous commercial assessment carries its own
risks. If global demand weakens, export mar-
kets tighten, or production costs become
uncompetitive, the country could be left with
expensive infrastructure that fails to generate
the returns needed to repay its costs.
George-Ikoli’s presentation, drawing on NRGI
research, showed that national oil companies
face substantial exposure to investments that
may not break even under changing demand
conditions. The institute argued that inaction
could deepen hydrocarbon dependence when
diversification is increasingly important.

The solution is not an indiscriminate with-
drawal from petroleum. It is to assess each pro-
ject against different oil and gas price assump-
tions, production costs, financing require-
ments and demand scenarios before commit-
ting public or company capital.

NNPCL should disclose the expected returns
and principal risks of major investments, while
the government should establish clear criteria
for deciding which projects deserve funding,
which require restructuring and which should
be deferred or abandoned.

Such scrutiny is particularly important for
longlived infrastructure, where the financial
consequences of poor decisions can persist
long after the officials who approved them have
left office.

NNPCL's transition position remains unclear
AEOTHER problem is the gap between

igeria’s stated energy transition objectives
and the way NNPCL communicates its invest-
ment priorities.

Nigeria’s Energy Transition Plan, launched in
2022, targeted net-zero emissions by 2060. It
identifies natural gas as a transition fuel while
renewable energy expands and energy access
improves.

Yet an NRGI analysis of 264 Nigerian media
articles between January 2021 and March 2026
found that only seven per cent reflected NNPCL
commitments classified as aligned with the
transition plan. The institute classified 45 per
cent as misaligned, five per cent as contradicto-
ry and 42 per cent as containing no discernible
transition position.

The analysis assessed the company’s own state-
mentsand commitments, rather than indepen-
dently measuring its entire investment portfo-
lio. NRGI classified oil expansion and long-lived
gas commitments without clear end dates as
misaligned, while contradictory statements
combined claims of transition leadership with
commitments to expand fossil fuel activities.

These findings suggested that NNPCL has yet to
articulate a sufficiently consistent public
account of how its petroleum investments will
coexist with its long-term transition objectives.

The solution is to translate the national plan
into measurable company-level targets, includ-
ing emissions reductions, methane control,
gas-flaring elimination, renewable energy
investment and transparent capital-allocation
milestones.

The Federal Government must set the direc-
tion rather than leave NNPCL to define its own
ambitions without clear accountability. The
company should then report regularly on
progress and explain how its investment deci-
sions support national energy access, industrial
development and environmental objectives.

Read the remaining part of this article on
www.guardian.ng

Al to reshape energy demand, operations
as tech leaders converge on ADIPEC

From Kingsley Jeremiah, Abuja

RTIFICIAL Intelligence (AI)

is expected to reshape
energy demand, infrastruc-
ture and operations, with
global technology executives
set to examine its deployment
across the sector at ADIPEC
2026 in Abu Dhabi, United
Arab Emirates.

The event, scheduled for
November 2 to 5, will bring
together energy operators,
investors, policymakers and
technology innovators to
explore how Al can improve
industrial efficiency, strength-
en electricity grids and sup-
port investment decisions.

According to the
International Energy Agency
(IEA), widespread adoption of
existing Al applications could
deliver up to $110 billion in
yearly power generation sav-
ings by 2035 and unlock as
much as 175 gigawatts (GW) of
additional transmission
capacity from existing power
lines.

However, the rapid expan-
sion of Al and data centres is

also increasing electricity
demand, highlighting the
growing interdependence
between the energy and tech-
nology industries.

Confirmed speakers include
Siemens AG President and
Chief Executive Officer, Roland
Busch; Honeywell Chairman
and CEO, Vimal Kapur; AVEVA
CEO, Caspar Herzberg;
Siemens Energy President and
CEO, Dr Christian Bruch;
Cognite CEO, Girish Rishi; and
Schneider Electric CEO, Olivier
Blum.

Other speakers include AIQ
CEO, Dennis Jol; SandboxAQ
CEO, Jack Hidary; and Domyn
Founder and CEO, Uljan
Sharka.

Busch said industrial Al could
deliver greater value when
integrated into critical infras-
tructure, including electricity
grids, industrial systems and
buildings.

He stressed the need for sus-
tained investment, engineer-
ing expertise and closer collab-
oration between the energy
and technology sectors to

scale deployment.

Alwill feature across ADIPEC’s
strategic and technical confer-
ences, exhibition and leader-
ship roundtables, covering
predictive analytics, automa-
tion, cybersecurity, asset opti-
misation and the infrastruc-
ture required to supportrising
electricity demand.

The event's technical confer-
ences received a record 7,261
abstract submissions this year,
with Aland digital transforma-
tion accounting for 1,296, the
highest among technical cate-
gories.

At the exhibition, an expand-
ed Al Zone, co-hosted by AIQ,
will showcase applications
ranging from reservoir mod-
ellingand autonomous opera-
tions to robotics for inspecting
pipelines and power plants.

President of ADIPEC, the
organiser of dmg events,
Christopher Hudson, said
deploying Al securely at scale
required engineering exper-
tise, investment and commer-
cial discipline, beyond techno-
logical innovation.
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Nigerla targets 300% surge in
data centre capacity by 2031

By Adeyemi Adepetun and Sunday Aikulola

NIGERIA is setting its sights on a digital
future, with industry leaders and gov-
ernment collaborating to expand the coun-
try’s data-centre capacity.

From a current load of about 50
megawatts, the ambitious plan aims to
quadruple capacity to 200 megawatts
within the next five years, positioning the
country as a rising hub for digital infra-
structure in Africa.

The target was disclosed by the Chairman,
All Progressives Congress (APC), Prof.
Nentawe Yilwatda, during a virtual inter-
action with telecom sector stakeholders.

He stressed that this expansion reflected
Nigeria’s growing demand for cloud serv-
ices, fintech innovation,and digital trans-
formation across sectors.

With more businesses relying on data-dri-
ven solutions, he said the push to scale up
capacity s critical to supporting econom-
ic growth, attracting foreign investment,
and ensuring resilience amid increasing
technological needs.

Yilwatda, who noted that the next decade
would be defined by artificial intelligence,
said “the question for Nigeria is not
whether Al will shape our economy. It will.
The question is whether we will shape it,or
simply rentit.”

He disclosed that Nigeria has a National Ar-
tificial Intelligence Strategy, and the Min-
ister of Communications, Innovation and
Digital Economy has indicated that it has
been finalised and is awaiting legislative
backing.

“In August, the Federal Government un-
veiled the National Digital Cloud Policy,
which aims to attract $750 million in pri-
vate investment into cloud and data in-
frastructure within 24 months, with $250
million targeted in the first 12 months. In-
dustry and government are now working
towards expanding Nigeria’s data-centre ca-
pacity from about 50 megawatts to 200
megawatts of IT load over the next five
years.”

According to him, these are the rightam-
bitions. “ButIwant to connect them to the

* NDPC, CBN partner on local storage

realities that you, as operators, confront
every day. Data centres consume power and
water on a scale that our grid and utilities
have not historically been designed to sup-
ply, and analysts are already warning that
access to energy may determine which fa-
cilities survive.”

To him, an Al strategy without an energy
strategy is incomplete. He said this is why
digital infrastructure must be treated as a
priorityload in our power-sector reforms,
and why embedded generation, renew-
able power purchase arrangements and gas
supply for digital infrastructure clusters
must be part of the same conversation.

“We mustalso be honestabout the balance
between openness and sovereignty. The
cloud policy’s preference for certified local
providers in public procurement is de-
signed to build domestic capacity and
keep critical data onshore. I support that di-
rection.

“But sovereignty must not become an ex-
cuse for protectionism that raises costs
and drives away the global partners whose

Data Centre racks

technology and capital we need. The right
model is sovereign control with open par-
ticipation: Nigerian law; Nigerian jurisdic-
tion, and Nigerian standards, delivered by
any competent investor, local or foreign,
whois prepared to build here, hire here,and
comply here,” he noted.

MEANWHILE, the National Commission-
er, Nigeria Data Protection Commission
(NDPC), Dr Vincent Olatunji, has assured of
working with the Central Bank of Nigeria
(CBN)to ensure that data is effectively pro-
tected.

Recall that the CBN, early this year, had di-
rected deposit money banks, fintech com-
panies,and other licensed payment service
providers to ensure that all payment trans-
action data generated within the country
is stored on local servers starting from Jan-
uary1,2027.

Assuch, atthe Cloud Ready Nigeria 2.0 Fi-
nancial Services Roundtable held in La-
gos, Olatunji disclosed, “We are looking for-
ward to working with CBN to ensure that
datais rigorously protected.”
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Nigeria, Angola, Kenya worst-hit as cyber-attacks surge by 48%

» Hackers target education, telecom, government institutions

By Adeyemi Adepetun

GLOBALLY, organisations experienced
an average of 2,803 cyberattacks per
week in September 2026, representing a
16 per cent month-on-month increase
and a 48 per cent year-on-year increase.

This is according to Check Point Re-
search, the threat intelligence arm of
Check Point Software Tech-

nologies Ltd.,which released 4
its Global Threat Intelligence
insights for Sep- V7
tember 2026.

Most concerning is [c%.j
the leap in the num-
ber of weekly attacks

per organisation Gasseseie)
of the four African

countries included [E

in the Check Point

YoY). African governments, financial serv-
ices,and energy & utilities continued to
be the top three most-attacked sectors on
the continent.

September’s data showed cyber pressure
rising across multiple fronts: weekly at-
tackvolumes increased sharply, phishing

became more prevalent,
q GenAl use continued to ex-
@1 pand alongside in-
= creases in sensitive
data exposure, and
ransomware re-
mained well above
lastyear’s level.

Atotal of 824 ran-

somware attacks

were reported in Sep-
tember, represent-
ing a 53 per cent in-

crease compared to the

Insights. Angolaled with
5,967 attacks (a 96 per 3
centincrease YoY), Nige- same time last year.

ria followed with 5,740 {(up
109 per cent YoY),and Kenya had 4,303 (a
43 per cent increase YoY).

These three countries were the most at-
tacked in the entire EMEA region. South
Africa experienced 2,499 attacks per or-
ganisation per week (up 22 per cent

The Gentlemen was the most
prevalent ransomware group in Sep-
tember; responsible for 13 per cent of pub-
lished attacks, and is reportedly respon-
sible for targeting South African insur-
ance and medical aid organisations after
breaching the insurtech firm MIP Hold-

ingsin June.

Regional Director, Africa at Check Point
Research, Lorna Hardie, said: “Septem-
ber’s data shows cyberriskincreasing in
both volume and breadth, highlighting
Africa’s vulnerabilities.”

NCCissues *315# code to help
buyers avoid fake phones

From Joel Oladele, Abuja

THE Nigerian Communications Commission (NCC) has in-
troduced a phone verification code, *315#, to help Nigeri-

ans check the approval status of mobile devices before buy-

ing them and avoid counterfeit or non-compliant products.

The Commission said consumers could use the code or its
online Device Checker to establish whether a phone had re-
ceived the required type approval and was verified for use on
Nigerian mobile networks.

Inafrequently asked questions guide issued on Monday, the
regulator urged buyers to verify devices before making pay-
ment, particularlywhen purchasing second-hand phones or
smartphones imported from abroad.

Itdirected consumers to dial *315# and follow the prompts
or visitwww.ncc.gov.ng/devicechecker to checka device’s sta-
tus.

“Check that the result says the device is Type Approved and
confirms the device is verified for use on Nigerian mobile net-
works,” the Commission advised.

The initiative forms part of the NCC'’s efforts to strengthen
compliance with existing rules governing communications
equipment in Nigeria. The Commission said the exercise was
notanew requirement for type approval but an effort to make
enforcement more efficient through technology.

Under Section 132(2) of the Nigerian Communications Act
2003 and the Nigerian Communications (Type Approval) Reg-
ulations 2024, relevant manufacturers, importers, suppliers
and other businesses must meet applicable approval re-
quirements before communications equipment s sold or used
in the country.

The regulator explained that type approval establishes
whether a device model meets the required technical stan-
dards. The Device Checker adds a verification process to de-
termine whethera particular device is cleared for use on Niger-
ian mobile networks.

The NCC said consumers buying phones from local sellers
were not expected to obtain type approval themselves, as the
responsibility rests with the relevant businesses in the sup-
ply chain.

However, it advised buyers not to assume that a phone was
compliant simply because it had previously worked on a Niger-
ian network.

“Do not pay for a device until the seller can clarify and resolve
an unsuccessful verification result,” the Commission warned.

The regulator said a device that failed verification was not
automatically counterfeit. Consumers who encountered
such results should seek clarification from the seller or con-
tact their service provider or the NCC before concluding that
the device was fake.

The Commission also assured existing phone users that the
new system would not require them to replace their devices
or undergo unnecessary verification.

According to the guide, phones connected to Nigerian mo-
bile networks before the system took effect on October 7,2026,
had been automatically verified.

Phones already in use, devices purchased locally, and
phones passed between family members or friends would not
ordinarily require further action, unless a compliance re-
striction arose.

The verification requirements cover a broad range of SIM-
enabled equipment, including smartphones, feature phones,
cellular tablets, SIM-enabled laptops, point-of-sale terminals
and eligible Internet of Things devices.

IXPN exposes varsity students to data centre operations, cloud services

IXPN has provided a unique opportunity for var-
sity students to gain firsthand exposure to the in-
ner workings of Data Centre operations and cloud
services in the country.

By bridging the gap between theoretical knowledge
and practical industry experience, students are in-
troduced to the critical infrastructure that powers
digital connectivity, cloud computing, and enter-
prise-level IT solutions.

The student exposure is part of activities marking
the 20th anniversary of IXPN. The initiative, led by
the Managing Director of IXPN, Muhammed Rud-
man, enabled select university students, over 150,
studying Computer Science, Computer Engineering,
Data Sciences,and related courses, to gain practical
knowledge of the operations of cloud services and
data centres, where data is warehoused, processed
and distributed.

IXPN is doing this in collaboration with four data
centre operators in Lagos, including African Data Cen-

tre (ADC), Open Access Data Centres (OADC), Rack
Centre, and Digital Realty.

The students, drawn from Obafemi Awolowo Uni-
versity (OAU), Ile Ife; Lagos State University (LASU) Ojo;
Miva Open University, Lagos Campus; Trinity Uni-
versity, Lagos; Anchor University, Lagos; and Yaba Col-
lege of Technology, Lagos, visited the four data cen-
tres in Lagos in four different groups, accompanied
by their lecturers, staff of IXPN and the medjia.

CEO of Digital Realty, Ikechukwu Nnamani, who wel-
comed the students to his facility, advised them to
pay more attention to their studies and to make bet-
ter use of the opportunities being offered by emerg-
ing technologies.

Discussing the entire workflow of a data centre, the
Head, Business Development at Digital Realty Nige-
ria, Kelechukwu Nsofor, taught the students about
data warehousing, storage, processing, and distri-
bution. He also spoke to them about data centre cool-
ing, power and security.
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EdTech struggles as social apps
dominate smartphone use

By Adeyemi Adepetun

EDUCATION—focused applica-
tions account for only about six
per cent of smartphone application
usage in Nigeria, highlighting the
difficulty of translating the coun-
try’s rapid digital adoption into
greater access to technology-en-
abled learning.

The finding is contained in ‘Nige-
ria Smartphone Study: A Nation-
wide Analysis of Smartphone
Ownership and Digital Application
Usage’, conducted by KPMG in part-
nership with Orange Group Nigeria
across 12 states.

The study showed that social
media and communication appli-
cations dominate smartphone
usage, with 98 per cent of respon-
dents reporting using applications
in this category.

The disparity underscores a major
challenge for Nigeria’s digital edu-
cation ambitions: although mil-
lions of Nigerians are increasingly
connected, much of that connec-
tivity is concentrated in communi-

cation, entertainment, and
financial transactions rather than
in structured learning.

Banking and fintech applications
followed social media and commu-
nication, with adoption reaching
88 per cent among respondents.

The high usage reflects the rapid
expansion of digital financial serv-

OpenAl cancels release
of newest model due to
safety concerns

PENAI will not release its

newest artificial intelligence
model, known as Astra 6.1, after in-
ternal testing by the ChatGPT
maker revealed it did not meet
safety standards, the company con-
firmed recently.

The news comes before the Al
giant hosts a yearly developer con-
ference known as OpenAl DevDay
in San Francisco, where the com-
pany is expected to make several
announcements, though it is un-
clear if a new version of Astra will
be among them.

Astra 6.1 was an improvement
over previous models in some as-
pects, but “it didn’t quite meet the
bar in terms of staying within
scope and authorisation, and how
it communicates back to the user
about the type of work it’s done,”
Saachi Jain, OpenAl's head of safety
systems, said in a statement.

“We want to make sure our model
development is safe no matter
whether that’s in the company, or
when we ship it to users. But when
we ship it to users, we have an ex-
tremely high bar in terms of safety
and alignment,” Jain continued.

Concerns about Al safety have es-
calated in recent months after
models developed by OpenAl and
rival lab Anthropic were involved
in security incidents during test-
ing.

Agents built with OpenAI's mod-
els have inappropriately accessed
websites maintained by US federal
agencies, an Australian govern-
ment health statistics portal and
Hugging Face, a repository of Al
models.

ices,as consumers increasingly rely
on mobile applications for pay-
ments, transfers and financial man-
agement.

KPMG said the widespread use of
fintech platforms demonstrates
strong demand for convenient and
accessible financial services, while
the continued growth of smart-
phone ownership and digital liter-
acy is likely to create further
opportunities for financial technol-
ogy companies.

Other major application categories
identified by the study included
productivity tools, 85 per cent;
streaming and music platforms, 82
per cent; web browsers and utilities,
81 per cent; games, 45 per cent;
transport and mobility, 14 per cent;
betting and lottery, four per cent;
and healthcare and insurance, two
per cent.

The study also highlighted the
dominance of a small number of

applications.

WhatsApp had the highest pres-
ence among the applications sur-
veyed, at 95 per cent, followed by
Facebook at 87 per cent and Xender
at77 per cent.

KPMG attributed the popularity of
the applications partly to their
broad utility and, in some cases,
pre-installation on smartphones.
WhatsApp serves communication
needs, Facebook provides social
networking, while Xender is widely
used for offline file sharing.

Among regional applications, OPay
recorded 69 per cent device pres-
ence, followed by Boomplay at 40
per centand PalmPay at 29 per cent.

The strong presence of OPay and
PalmPay reflects the growing use of
mobile payment and financial serv-
ices platforms, while Boomplay’s
performance points to the popular-
ity of locally relevant music and en-
tertainment content.

Foundation, Zinox establish Al centres in Lagos schools

THE Leo Stan Ekeh Foundation
(LSEF), in collaboration with
companies within the Zinox Group,
has established Artificial Intelli-
gence (Al) Technology Centres in
two public secondary schools in
Gbagada, Lagos State.

The centres, located at Gbagada
Senior Grammar School and Lanre
Awolokun High School, are de-
signed to provide students with ac-
cess to digital learning tools,
computing facilities and Internet
connectivity.

The initiative involves Task Sys-
tems, TD Africa, Zinox Technologies
Limited and Konga Group.

Each centre is equipped with
Zinox All-in-One desktop comput-
ers, interactive Al-enabled screens,
renewable energy systems supplied
by iPower, and two years of satellite
Internet connectivity provided by
Starlink.

The facilities are expected to give
students and teachers access to on-
line learning resources and digital
tools beyond the traditional class-
room.

Speaking at the commissioning,

the founder of the Leo Stan Ekeh

— y TR

Foundation, Leo Stan Ekeh, urged
the students to take advantage of
the facilities to develop skills that
could prepare them for the chang-
ing demands of the global economy.

He stressed the importance of dis-
cipline, patience and hard work, en-
couraging the students to use
technology to develop solutions
and become future wealth creators.

Ekeh also called on the Federal and
state governments to prioritise edu-
cation and improve teachers’ wel-
fare.

He argued that teachers should be
among the best-paid professionals
in the country, warning that poor re-
muneration could undermine the
quality of education.

“An angry or hungry teacher can-
not deliver quality content to stu-
dents. We must consciously raise the
quality of education to save this na-
tion,” he said.

He urged the students to remain
focused on their education and
maintain integrity, noting that ac-
cess to technology would be mean-
ingful only if they used it to acquire
knowledge and develop productive
skills.

T

The 68 young Nigerians with their laptops donated by GiveBack Backpack, an NGO.

NGO donates $50,000 laptops to 68 youths

SIXTY—eight young Nigerians have received
laptops, backpacks and other educational
materials valued at about $50,000 from Give-
Back Backpack, a non-governmental organisa-
tion focused on expanding access to technology
and education.

The items were presented on September 30,
2026, at SPAN Creative Hub in Ikoyi, Lagos, as
partof a broader initiative to distribute 200 lap-
tops to young Nigerians.

Founded by Joshua Peters, GiveBack Backpack
seeks to address the digital access gap by pro-
viding young people with technology and edu-
cational resources to support learning,
creativity, and skills development.

The laptops distributed to the beneficiaries
were accompanied by backpacks, water bottles

and other educational materials.

Speaking at the presentation, Peters said the
initiative was based on the belief that access to
technology could help young people realise
their potential and translate it into tangible op-
portunities.

“Talent is everywhere, but access is not,” he
said.

According to him, the initiative was shaped in
part by his experience growing up in Nigeria
and by his understanding of the gap between
young people’s abilities and the resources avail-
able to them.

He said the programme was intended to pro-
vide a practical response to that gap by putting
technology directly in the hands of young peo-
ple.

“Rather than simply talking about the digital
divide, the initiative puts a tangible tool into the
hands of a young person and says: here is an op-
portunity. Learn with it. Build with it. Create with
it,” Peters said.

He described a laptop as more than a comput-
ing device, noting that it could serve as a class-
room, research tool, creative studio or platform
for developing digital skills.

Peters said the experience of the Chibok girls,
who were abducted in Borno State in 2014, had
alsoinfluenced his thinking about the initiative.

He noted that their education and opportuni-
ties were disrupted by circumstances beyond
their control, adding that the focus should now
be on creating access, skills, confidence and op-
portunities for young Nigerians.

Omatek seeks patient capital for new factory, software hubs

By Debo Oladimeji

OMATEI( Industries is seeking local and for-
eign investors to raise capital for a new fac-

tory and software development hub as the

computer manufacturer moves to rebuild its op-

erations after seven and a half years in receiver-

ship.

The company’s Group Managing Director, Yemi
Ogundipe, disclosed this at Omatek’s 17th An-
nual General Meeting (AGM) in Lagos, saying the
company was looking for patient capital rather
than short-term loans to finance its expansion.

Ogundipe said the proposed Omatek hub
would house engineers responsible for devel-
oping the company’s software solutions, while
the new factory would restore its manufactur-
ing capacity.

“We are trying to set up our own Omatek hub.
That hub will house all our own engineers that
will develop our own software. To be able to do

this, we need money, which is why we are scout-
ing for investors,” he said.

According to him, the company already has
land in the Mowe axis of Ogun State for the pro-
posed factory but requires funding to develop a
modern facility and provide working capital for
a full return to operations.

He said the company’s strategy reflected
changes in the technology market, where hard-
ware businesses were increasingly integrating
software development into their operations.

“You can see what some IT companies are
doing. Those are all software development, so we
also want to set up our own Omatek hub to de-
velop our own software solution within our fac-
tory premises,” he said.

Ogundipe said the company was specifically
seeking patient capital that would give investors
sufficient time to realise returns, rather than
conventional short-term financing.

“That is why we are appealing to the stake-
holders to be patient, to allow us to get new in-
vestors that can bring the needed funds. But the
funding we are looking for is a patient capital
type of fund,” he said.

He added: “We don’t want a loan that some-
body will say within 30 days you should pay.”
Ogundipe said Omatek’s immediate priority
was torebuild the business after emerging from
seven and a half years of receivership and legal
disputes with its lenders.

He said the company had remained resilient
despite the prolonged period, but acknowl-
edged that the operating environment had
changed significantly.

According to him, competition in Nigeria’s
computer market has intensified, with new
technology solutions entering the market regu-
larly and increased competition from Chinese
manufacturers.
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How fisheries can drive Nigeria’s trillion-naira blue economy

Nigeria’s fisheries sector faces inadequate
infrastructure, limited access to finance,
high feed costs, a weak cold chain, poor
storage systems, illegal fishing, and post-
harvest losses, among others. However,
changing the oddly familiar narrative is
imperative to the fortunes of the blue
economy and the economy at

large, ADAKU ONYENUCHEYA reports.

FISHERIES contribute approximately $274 bil-
lion to global Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
and could deliver an additional $50 billion each
year if managed optimally, according to the
World Bank.

Nigeria struggles to harness the opportunities
in its waters, despite having about 857 kilome-
tres of coastline, over 10,000 kilometres of navi-
gable inland waterways, and a200-nautical-mile
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ).

The waters are also under threat as the Federal
government has remained overly focused on oil
and gas while paying insufficient attention to
fisheries.

Rather than maximise the opportunity provid-
ed by the marine ecosystem, the country has
increasingly turned to foreign markets to satisfy
a growing appetite for seafood.

In 2025 alone, Nigeria’s frozen fish and seafood
imports rose to $866 million, up from $688.5
million in 2024 and $606 million in 2023.

The figures, compiled from the United Nations
Commodity Trade Statistics Database, represent
a 19.54 per cent compound yearly growth rate
over the period.

Nigeria possesses enormous aquatic resources,
but domestic production remains far below
demand.

The country consumes 3.6 million tonnes of fish
yearly, but produced only 1.4 million in 2025, up
from 11 million in the previous year, leaving a
huge gap of over two million tonnes, according
to the Federal Ministry of Marine and Blue
Economy’s assessment.

The production gap has been linked to the
dominance of illegal foreign trawlers, aggres-
sive overfishing, climate change, oil spills, and
illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fish-
ing, posing major threats to the country’s mar-
itime ecosystem.

But beneath the import statistics lies a much
larger economic opportunity. Stakeholders in
the maritime sector noted that if properly devel-
oped, the fisheries and aquaculture sector, esti-
mated at about N25 trillion, could become a sig-
nificant pillar of food security, employment,
coastal development, trade and Nigeria’s emerg-
ing blue economy.

However, this economic opportunity is being
constrained by a combination of challenges.
Challenges Limiting Fisheries

At the National Conference on Sustainable
Fishing in Nigeria organised by the Maritime
Correspondents’ Organisation of Nigeria (MAR-
CON) in Lagos last week, stakeholders identified
inadequate infrastructure, lack of access to
finance, high feed costs, weak cold-chain and
storage systems, illegal fishing, post-harvest loss-
ias, climate change and limited access to mar-
ets.

The Director General of the International
Maritime Institute of Nigeria (IMION), Thaddeus
Udofia (rtd), particularly raised concerns over
destructive fishing practices by industrial
trawlers, saying they could damage marine
habitats and reduce the catch available to arti-
sanal fishermen and coastal communities.

Udofia said the consequences extended beyond
individual fishermen, as declining catches could
affect household incomes, food availability and
national food security.

According to him, the country’s waterways and
marine areas are endowed with abundant fish-
eries resources and significant aquaculture
potential.

Yet, for decades, Nigeria’s offshore and inland
fisheries had remained largely underdeveloped,
constrained by ecological pressures, underin-
vestment and the growing threat of unsustain-
able exploitation.

Fishing trawlers

President, Nigerian Trawlers Owners

Association (NITOA), Benedette Okonkwo,
identified high fuel and operating costs, age-
ing fishing vessels, limited access to finance,
inadequate fishing and cold-chain infrastruc-
ture, regulatory difficulties, maritime insecu-
rity, lack of fish terminals, poor fisheries data,
climate-related pressures and limited pro-
cessing capacity as major constraints to the
Sector.
According to her, modernising the country’s
fishing fleet should be the starting point for
the sector’s revival, with government and pri-
vate investors supporting the rehabilitation
and replacement of obsolete vessels with
safer, more fuel-efficient equipment.

However, she stressed that fleet expansion
must be guided by scientific assessments of
fish stocks to prevent overfishing and ensure
the industry’s long-term viability.

Financial institution’s neglect
GERIA’s industrial fishing sector requires
urgent investment in modern vessels,
fish terminals, cold-chain infrastructure and
affordable finance to increase domestic fish
production and reduce the country’s depend-
ence on imported fish.

However, there is increased concern by the
Lagos State government over commercial
financial institutions’ reluctance to finance
the fisheries sector.

The Lagos State Commissioner for
Agriculture and Food Systems, Ruth Olusanya,
said limited access to capital remained a
major obstacle to productivity and the devel-
opment of a sustainable fisheries value chain.

Olusanya further lamented that financial
institutions were often
unwilling to lend to
fisheries operators
due to the per-
ceived high
costsand risks
associated
with the sec-
tor.

According to
her, without
access  to
affordable
capital,
operators in
the  sector
would struggle
to expand pro-
duction and

President Bola Tinubl_J

improve their businesses.

The commissioner said financing was one of
several areas requiring attention if Nigeria
were to build a fisheries value chain capable of
supporting food security, creating jobs, and
contributing significantly to economic

owth.

She explained that the fisheries value chain
involves several interconnected activities,
from production and landing of fish to han-
dling, processing, storage, transportation,
marketing and eventual consumption.

Olusanya noted that weaknesses at any point
in the chain could lead to losses for producers
and reduce the quantity and quality of fish
available to consumers.

The commissioner declared that the govern-
ment alone could not provide all the
resources required to transform the fisheries
sector, urging greater private-sector participa-
tion.

She said private investors could provide cap-
ital, efficiency and innovation, while financial
institutions needed to develop appropriate
financial products for fisheries operators.

The problem is particularly acute for small-
scale operators who need money for boats,
fishing gear, engines, cages, ponds, finger-
lings, feed, cold storage and transportation.

The Federal government’s 2026 budget allo-
cated about N122.19 billion to fisheries and
aquaculture, with provisions covering infra-
structure, research, training, monitoring,
post-harvest facilities and support for fish
farmers and artisanal fishermen.

Among the allocations were N1.05 billion for
fish terminals and harbours, N106.38 million
for post-harvest infrastructure
and N145.15 million
for local fish-feed
mills across the
six geopolitical
zones.

However,
the  chal-
lenge now is
translating
budgetary
allocations
H' into produc-

tive  assets
that reach the
people operat-
ing at the bot-
tom of the value
chain, since the
financial institu-
tions can’t
pro-

Minister of Marine and Blue Economy, Adegboyega Oyetola

The industrial fishing sector should be
integrated into Nigeria’s broader blue
economy strategy, with public-private
partnerships mobilising the capital and
expertise required for fleet modernisa-
tion, infrastructure, processing, logis-
tics and market development.

vide access to loans.

NITOA President said that affordable long-
term financing, fisheries insurance, and invest-
ment schemes would enable operators to
acquire vessels and equipment, develop pro-
cessing facilities, and meet working capital
needs.

She noted access to such funding should be
tied to compliance with fisheries regulations
and sustainable fishing practices.

NITOA President noted that Nigeria urgently
needed modern fishing ports, landing facili-
ties, ice plants, cold storage facilities, refrigerat-
ed transport, processing centres, and fish mar-
kets to reduce post-harvest losses and improve
the quality and value of fish products.

Okonkwo also placed particular emphasis on
establishing dedicated fish terminals, describ-
ing them as specialised shore-based facilities
where fishing vessels could safely discharge
their catches for sorting, processing, storage,
marketing, and distribution.

“The industrial fishing sector should be inte-
grated into Nigeria’s broader blue economy
strategy, with public-private partnerships
mobilising the capital and expertise required
for fleet modernisation, infrastructure, pro-
cessing, logistics and market development,”
she said.

The way forward
GERIA’s inability to translate its fisheries
endowment into domestic seafood suffi-
ciency remained a major challenge to food
security, employment and economic develop-
ment.

Meanwhile, a coordinated revival of the sector
would increase domestic fish production,
improve food security, create jobs in coastal
communities, reduce fish imports, expand
fish-processing and marine industries,
increase government revenue and potential
export earnings, improve livelihoods across
the fisheries value chain and strengthen the
sector’s contribution to the blue economy.

To address this, Udofia advocated a five-pillar
strategy focused on stronger regulation and
enforcement, science-based fisheries manage-
ment, capacity building and technology,
advanced maritime surveillance and commu-
nity-based fisheries management.
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Report: Weak logistics, ine

Stories by Adaku Onyenucheya

GERIA’s maritime sector

remains hamstrung b
persistent deficits in port eff’y
ciency, financing, indigenous
shipping capac1t¥l multi-
modal logistics, shipbuild-
ing and repair, and blue
economy development, criti-
cal gaps that continue to
bloc% the nation from con-
verting its vast maritime
resources into real economic
productivity.

Also identified as areas that
required urgent and sus-
tained reforms are maritime
governance, inland-water-
way utilisation, human capi-
tal, maritime technology,
fisheries and marine envi-
ronmental management

—
’

» Sector faces growing regional port competition from Ghana, Togo, others

This is contained in the Sea
Empowerment and Research
Centre (SEREC) 2026 mar-
1t1r1ne sector scorecard and
policy presentation.

? independent ll))ohcy
assessment, prepared
Head of Research, Eugene
Nweke, assessed the industry
across strategic reform areas
and constraints covering
maritime governance and
coordination, portinfrastruc-
ture, trade facilitation and
digitalisation, shipping and
indigenous participation,
logistics and multimodality,
maritime security, human
capital, technology, maritime
industrialisation, the blue
economy, maritime finance

and investment.

SEREC categorised port
infrastructure as improving
but still facing significant
deficits, while digital trade
reforms were considered
transformative but vulnera-
ble to implementation risks.
The research body identified
maritime security as an area
of significant progress that
requires sustained attention,
while human capital and
technology remain underde-
veloped.

SEREC assessment revealed
that the blue economy has
high potential but low eco-
nomic conversion.

The research centre acknowl-
edged lmprovements in port

!

infrastructure, especially in
cargo activity and govern-
ment-backed modernisation
initiatives, which have led to
a persistent rise in cargo
throughput and container
traffic.

SEREC, however, identified
ageing infrastructure, inade-
quate specialised equip-
ment, weak intermodal con-
nectivity, congestion around
port corridors, capacity con-
straints, uneven develop-
ment of eastern ports and
maintenance challenges as
continuing impediments.

The Centre also identified
cargo dwell time, vessel turn-
around, multiple inspec-

tions, duplicated documen-

Area Commander of National Drug Law Enforcement Agent (NDLEA), Samuel Magaji (Ieft); Managing Director, Dangote Ports Operations, Akin Omole; Assistant
Area Commander, NDLEA, Shehu Mustapha; General Manager, Commercial Regulatory and Compliance, Dangote Ports Operations, Olusegun Oyename, at the
Dangote Ports Operations Port city Festival 2.0 in celebration of the customer service week in Lagos.

Customs warns of prosecution after Pangolin trafficking bust in Ogun

E Nigeria Customs
Service (NCS), Federal
Operations Unit (FOU) Zone
A has warned that persons
involved in the smuggling,
possession, transportation
or commercialisation of
endangered species risk
prosecution and severe
penalties under applicable
laws in the country:

The Acting Comptroller of
the unit, Oladapo Afeni, stat-
ed this when officers inter-
cepted three live pangolins
during an anti-smuggling
operation along the Oyo
Dam in Igbo-Ora, Ogun State.

Afeni, who was represented
by the Deputy Comptroller

in charge of Enforcement,
Oluwaseun Oguntuase, said
the seizure was effected on
October 12,2026.

The Acting Comptroller
said officers o?the unitacted
on credible intelligence and
intercepted a sack contain-
ing the endangered animals,
concealed in a wire-mesh
cage.

Afeni said upon sighting
the Customs patrol team, the
suspected traffickers aban-
doned the consignment and
fled into the surrounding
swamp, leaving behind the
animals.

The Acting Comptroller
described the interception

as a significant milestone in
the Service’s sustained cam-
Falgn against wildlife traf
icking, smuggling and
other transnational organ-
ised crimes.

He stated that pangolins are
protected  under the
Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species
of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES), and their illegal
trade remains a serious
threat to wildlife conserva-
tion.

Afeni commended the oper-
atives for their vigilance and
prompt response, noting
that the operation under-
scored the Unit’s resolve to

protect Nigeria’s biodiversi-
ty and disrupt criminal net-
works exploiting the coun-
try’s borders and waterways.
To guarantee their safety
and welfare, Afeni handed
over the rescued pangolins
to the Greenfingers Wildlife
Initiative Centre for safe-
keeping, rehabilitation and
appropriate management.
The Acting Comptroller
warned smugglers and their
collaborators that the FOU
Zone A would continue to
intensify patrols, intelli-
gence-driven operations and
inter-agency collaboration
across its area of responsibil-

ity

MOWCA, Indonesia partner to boost maritime skills in West, Central Africa

’IHE Maritime Organisation
f West and Central Africa
(MOWCA) has secured
Indonesian  government-
sponsored training opportu-
nities for seafarers, maritime
education instructors, and
administrative officers from
its member states.

The programmes,
announced in a circular letter,
signed by the MOWCA
Secretary-General, Dr Paul
Adalikwu, and addressed to
ministers in charge of mar-
itime transport in member
states, stated that the training
was designed to strengthen
maritime education, improve
professional competence and
enhance the training, assess-
ment and certification of sea-
farers across West and Central
Africa.

Adalikwu said the govern-
ment of Indonesia is offering
the scholarships within the

framework of MOWCA's coop-
eration with its international
partners.

He said the initiative builds
on Indonesia’s commitment
to supporting maritime
capacity development among
MOWCA member states
through technical coopera-
tion and knowledge sharing.

Adalikwu said the partner-
ship is expected to strengthen
professional skills, improve
maritime training standards
and promote cooperation
between Indonesia and West
and Central African countries
in addressing shared mar-
itime challenges.

Through the initiative, he
said, MOWCA continues to
pursue  capacity-building
opportunities to develop a
more skilled maritime work-
force and support the sustain-
able growth of the region’s
blue economy.

According to the circular,
the programmes include
Training of Trainers (ToT)
based on the International
Maritime Organisation (IMO)
Model Course 6.09, which
will focus on training mar-
itime instructors to strength-
en their teaching capabilities
and improve the quality of
maritime education.

He said the training for
assessment, which includes
examination and certifica-
tion of seafarers, is based on
IMO Model Course 3.12 and is
designed for personnel from
maritime administrations
and training institutions
responsible for seafarer certi-
fication, as well as officers
involved in onboard assess-
ments.

Adalikwu said the pro-
gramme will be combined
with an International
Maritime Dangerous Goods

(IMDG) Code course.
According to the circular, the
programmes provide oppor-
tunities for different cate-
gories of maritime profes-
sionals to acquire specialised
knowledge and improve their
contribution to maritime
safety, training and regulato-
ry compliance.

Adalikwu urged the minis-
ters to disseminate the infor-
mation to their respective
maritime administrations
and agencies to ensure that

1[l)ph(:atlons are submitted to
MOWCA Secretariat with-
in the stipulated deadlines.

The Secretary-General also
cautioned prospective partici-

ants about Indonesia’s strict
aws on drug-related offences,
advising them to avoid the
possession and consumption
of drugs and to obtain travel
insurance from their respec-
tive countries.

tation, cargo examination
delays, poor port access
roads, demurrage, storage
charges and underdeveloped
inland-waterway evacuation
as persistent logistics chal-
lenges.

It stressed that maritime
performance should not be
measured merely by the
number of projects
announced, but by reduc-
tions in logistics costs and
cargo-processing times,
increased indigenous partici-
pation, higher investment,
more employment, stronger
export capaci and
improved national produc-
tivity.

On maritime governance,
SEREC said the sector
remained characterised by

ficient ports top maritime challenges

fragmented responsibilities
among the Federal Ministry
of Marine and Blue Economy,
the Nigerian Maritime
Administration and Safety
Agency (NIMASA), Nigerian
Ports  Authority (NPA),
Nigerian Ports Economic
Regulatory Agency (NPERA),
the National Inland
Waterways Authority (NIWA),
Nigeria Customs Service, the
Navy, Marine Police, environ-
mental agencies, fisheries
authorities, state govern-
ments, terminal operators
and other regulatory institu-
tions.

SEREC warned that the
agencies’ overlapping man-
dates and weak coordination
could undermine the effec-
tiveness of reforms.

AMATO seeks 1justice over

alleged assau

E  Association  of
Maritime Truck Owners
&AMATO) has condemned all
orms of racial discrimina-
tion, xenophobic hostility,
intimidation and unlawful
violence against maritime
truck operators by foreign
companies in Nigeria.

The association, in a state-
ment made available by the
National Secretary General,
AMATO, Mohammed Bala,
condemned the reported
assault, molestation and
degrading treatment of a
maritime truck driver and his
motor boy at the premises of
an Indian company along the
Lagos-Ibadan Expressway fol-
lowing a disagreement over
demurrage compensation
incurred at the port.

The association said the
information, photographic
and video evidence made
available to it showed that
the two transport workers
were subjected to physical
assault and intimidation by
Indian nationals with the
involvement of compan
staff and security personnel,
following a disagreement
over their request for demur-
rage compensation.

AMATO said it considered
the incident, which occurred
on October10, 2026, a serious

t on truckers

matter that warrants an
ur ent police investigation.

e maritime truckers said
dlsputes over demurrage
must be resolved through
lawful and peaceful channels,
not through force, intimida-
tion or degrading treatment.

The association argued that
no commercial disagree-
ment can justify violence,
humiliation or the violation
of another person’s funda-
mental human rights.

The association cited Section
34(1)(a) of the Constitution of
the Federal Republic of
Nigeria, 1999 (as amended),
which guarantees every indi-
vidual respect for the dignity
of their person and prohibits
torture and inhuman or
degrading treatment.

“This constitutional protec-
tion applies to everyone in
Nigeria, irrespective of
nationality, occupation or
social status.

“AMATO considers it unac-
ceptable for any individual or
corporate establishment to
act as though Nigerian laws
donotapply to them. Foreign
nationals and corporate
organisations operating in
Nigeria are equally bound to
res&)ect the country’s laws

the fundamental rights
of its citizens,” AMATO noted.

APMT rewards workers for driving
digital operations, growth

AEM Terminals Apapa has
onoured its 60 pioneer
employees for enabling the
terminal’s  infrastructure
development and su 1pporting
the movement of goods
through the Lagos port, while
?laymg an important role in
acilitating  trade  and
strengthening supply-chain
connectivity.

The terminal management
said that since commencing
operations at the Lagos Port
Complex, Apapa, in 2006, the
terminal has undergone sig-
nificantinvestmentand trans-
formation, evolving its infra-
structure, technology and
processes while developing
the people at the heart of its
operations.

The terminal, in recognition
of two decades of dedication,
resilience, and commitment
to its growth, honoured the
employees with cash gifts.

Speaking at the event, Chief
Executive  Officer, APM
Terminals Nigeria, Koen De
Backker, commended the
employees for their role in

building the terminal’s repu-
tation and success,

He said many of the employ-
ees have spent their entire
careers with the company,
noting that the milestone
offered an oEportunity to
reflect on the terminal’s
remarkable transformation
from largely manual opera-
tions into a modern, digitally
driven facility.

De Backker said he was par-
ticularly proud of how far
APM Terminals Apapa had
come, describing it as a flag-
ship terminal whose name
and reputation now extend
beyond Nigeria.

Managing Director of APM
Terminals Apapa, Kamal
Alhraishat, described the 60
honourees as the foundation
on which the terminal’s
achievements have been built.

He urged the employees to
take pride in the transforma-
tion they had helped deliver,
stressing that investment in
technology and systems
could only succeed because of
the people behind them.
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FG urged to align industrial policy with development agenda

By Victoria Nwachukwu

E Federal Government has
been urged to ensure Nige-
ria’s industrial policy translates
into productive capacity, in-
vestment, domestic value cre-
ation, competitive exports,and
jobs, rather than remaining a
mere policy document.
Former Director-General of
the United Nations Industrial
Development Organisation
(UNIDO), DrKandeh Yumbkella,
said Nigeria has the essential
foundations for an industrial

powerhouse, including its scale,
resources, vibrant en-
trepreneurs, financial depth
and strategic position within
the Economic Community of
West African States (ECOWAS)
and the African Continental
Free Trade Area (AfCFTA).
Speaking at the 54th yearly
general meeting of the Man-
ufacturers Association of Nige-
ria (MAN) and the 6th Adeola
Odutola Lecture in Lagos, he
said the country has not con-
verted its potential into cor-

responding industrial perfor-
mance, noting that manufac-
turing remained atabout seven
to eight per cent of Gross Do-
mestic Product (GDP), while
manufacturing exports gen-
erated only about three per
cent of export revenue.
Yumbkella said the Nigerian
Industrial Policy (NIP) must
be judged by its implementa-
tion and the productive ca-
pacityitcreates. He said gov-
ernment, particularly the min-
istries responsible for industry

and finance, should deliber-
atelymeasure the policy’s per-
formance by tracking the num-
ber of new factories established,
performance of existing fac-
tories, domestic value created
and investment mobilised.
He said the government
should also determine why
factories are failing and what
can be done to support them,
stressing that successful in-
dustrialising countries mea-
sured performance and ad-
justed policies or deployed

Minister of State, Federal Ministry of Industry, Trade and Investment, John Owan Eno

h (left); Immediate past president, Manufacturers Association of Nigeria

T e oy

(MAN), Francis Meshioye, and Director-General, MAN, Segun Ajayi-Kadir, at the sixth Adeola Odutola Lecture during the association’s 54th yearly general

meeting held in Lagos...recently.

Business longevity: CloD warns firms against founder dependence, weak governance

By Isaac Chibuife

PEAKERS at the third yearly Young Di-

rectors Forum (YDF) Conference of the
Chartered Institute of Directors (CloD)
Nigeria have urged corporate boards to
build strong systems that can outlive
founders, warning that rapid growth with-
outsound governance could lead to busi-
ness failure.

Theyalso called for boards to strengthen
oversight of cybersecurity, artificial intel-
ligence (Al), talent retention and succession
planning as businesses face growing op-
erational and strategic risks.

Speaking at the conference in Lagos re-
cently, Conference Chairman, Prof. Peter
Obadare, said fewer than 10 Nigerian com-
panies have existed for more than 100
years, compared with more than 21,000
in Japan, attributing the disparity partly
toweak governance structures and overde-
pendence on founders.

He said manyNigerian businesses struggle
tosurvivewhen their founders die because
theylackinstitutional systems capable of
sustaining operations beyond individual
leadership. Obadare said boards must ex-

pand their oversight responsibilities to in-
clude cybersecurity, noting that digital
fraud could expose companies to losses
far greater than those associated with tra-
ditional internal collusion.

He urged directors to look beyond profits
and examine how sustainably they are
generated, stressing the need to build busi-
nesses that can withstand leadership
changesand emerging risks. He also called
onCloD tointroduce a “board as a service”
model to enable start-ups to access experi-
enced directors and strengthen their gov-
ernance structures as they grow.

In his keynote address, former Managing
Director and Chief Executive Officer of
Guinness Nigeria Plc, Seni Adetu, said busi-
nesses should aim to grow sustainable
shareholdervalue through dividendsand
appreciation in share prices.

He identified global uncertainty, Al
changing consumer preferences and talent
migration as major challenges thatboards
mustaddress to keep their businesses com-
petitive. On talent retention, Adetu cited
the growing number of Nigerian profes-
sionals working remotely for foreign com-
panies, describing the trend as “digital japa”.

He said boards must provide strategic
direction, oversee financial performance
and ensure thatrisks are properlymanaged,
while distinguishing their responsibilities
from those of executive management.

Adetuwarned boards against borrowing
money to pay dividends merely to sustain
a favourable image among shareholders,
describing it as one of the worst decisions
aboard can make. He said former executives
appointed to boards must recognise that
theirrole had changed from running busi-
nesses to providing oversight. Directors,
he said, should challenge management
assumptionsand hold executives account-
able without interfering in day-to-day op-
erations.

He added that compliance should support
business performance rather than become
an obstacle to growth. For boards to remain
effective, Adetu called for stronger tech-
nological competence and diversityin age
and thinking, recommending the inclusion
of directors in their 30s, 50s and 70s to
bring different perspectives to decision-
making.

Read the remaining part of
this story on www.guardian.ng

public capital when targets
were not being met.

Yumkella said the NIPrecog-
nised constraints limiting com-
petitiveness, including infras-
tructure gaps, high production
costs, limited access to finance
and foreign exchange, and pro-
ductivity challenges and pro-
vided a framework for diver-
sifying the economy, strength-
ening domestic production,
expanding value addition and
enhancing Nigeria’s position
inregional and global markets.
He said implementation would
require coordination among
relevant government institu-
tions and closer alignment be-
tween industrial and fiscal poli-
cies.

Yumbkella said the changing
global economy also means
Nigeria must consider emerg-
ing opportunities and pressures
from reconfigured supply
chains, technology, Al, climate
change and geopolitics. He
said countries are increasingly
competing not only for markets
butalso for capital, technology,
talent and productive capaci-

According to him, Nigeria
must decide whether it is pre-
pared to compete for the in-
dustries of tomorrow or will
continue to compete primarily
for today’s markets, citing de-
velopments in the refinery, fer-
tiliser, pharmaceutical, auto-
motive,and solid minerals sec-
tors as opportunities for Nigeria
todeepen domestic production
and value addition.

On pharmaceuticals, he said

domestic production should
go beyond formulation and
packaging to include more of
the value chain, including active
pharmaceutical ingredients,
clinical research, quality assur-
ance and exports. Touching
on Nigeria’s solid minerals pol-
icy on lithium, he noted that
processing within the country
can support the development
of a battery and component-
production industry.

He said Nigeria should not
limit its industrial ambitions
to the domestic market, but
should manufacture for West
Africa, the rest of Africa and
the global market, citing Aba
and Nnewi as examples of areas
where small and medium-sized
enterprises had developed
manufacturing capabilities de-
spite constraints.

He said the next step is to
create an environment where
more companies become re-
gional and global champions,
supported by regional markets,
infrastructure, predictable
rules, financing, skills and stan-
dards.

He, however, identified en-
ergy as one of the major con-
straints to Nigeria's industrial
development. He said man-
ufacturers spent about N1.3
trillion on self-generated power
in2025, with energyaccounting
for as much as 40 per cent of
production costs. He lamented
that the energy challenge had
persisted for decades and con-
tinues to undermine the com-
petitiveness of Nigerian man-
ufacturers.

Okoye emerges 12th MAN president

EManufacturers Association of Nigeria (MAN) has elected
Dr Ifeanyi Eric Okoye as its 12th President at its just-

concluded 54th yearly general meeting held in Lagos recently,
succeeding Francis Meshioye.

Okoye is the Chief Executive Officer of Juhel Nigeria Limited,
a pharmaceutical manufacturing company headquartered
in Enugu State.

Okoye holds a bachelor’s degree in pharmacy from the Uni-
versity of Ife (now Obafemi Awolowo University) and an M.Sc.
and PhD in Pharmaceutical Technology and Industrial
Pharmacy from the University of Nigeria, Nsukka.

He established JUHEL Nigeria Limited in 1987 and, in 2001,
expanded its facilities to include syrups and capsules. He is a
Fellow of the Pharmaceutical Society of Nigeria and an alumnus
of Harvard Business School in Boston, USA. He is also a member
of the National Institute, having attended the National Institute
for Policy and Strategic Studies in Kuru, Plateau State. In 2012,
he was conferred the national honour of Officer of the Order
of the Federal Republic (OFR).

Before he was elected president, Okoye served MAN in various
capacities, including as Chairman of the Enugu, Anambra
and Ebonyi States branches from 1998 to 2005 and as Vice
President from 2006 to 2010.

Nigeria to address red tape aftecting digital trade under AfCFTA

By Victoria Nwachukwu
GERIA is working with the World Bank Group to identify
gaps in its digital trade regulations as it seeks to align a
pending digital economy bill and a planned e-commerce policy
with the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) Protocol
on Digital Trade.

The regulatory gap analysis is part of efforts to ensure that the
protocol, its annexes and Nigeria’s domestic laws and policies
work together, according to the National Coordinator and
Chief Executive Officer of the Nigerian AfCFTA Coordination
Office (NACO), Patience Okala.

Okala said Nigerian businesses had identified Ghana, Egypt,
Rwanda, South Africa and Kenya as priority markets for
expansion and regulators from the five countries were brought
to Lagos to examine market-access requirements and identify
areas where their processes could be aligned or mutually
recognised.

Okala said the challenge, however, extends beyond aligning
regulations. Businesses, she said, need reliable ways to verify
trading partners, make and receive payments, transfer data
securely and use digital systems that work across national bor-
ders.

She said Nigeria was one of three pilot countries selected for
the Africa Digital Access and Public Infrastructure for Trade
(ADAPT) initiative, run by the AfCFTA Secretariat and the Tony
Blair Institute, alongside Egypt and Kenya. A team had been in-
augurated in Nigeria to work on the initiative, which isintended
toadvance interoperability between digital systems and provide
abasis for implementing the protocol.

Citing World Trade Organisation records, she said African
exports of digitally delivered services grew by 15 per cent in
2024, which she described as the fastest growth recorded in
any region. She said this growth underscored the need for ap-
propriate regulatory arrangements, adding that the protocol’s

provisions and annexes need to align with Nigeria’s existing
regulatory framework for it to be fully implemented.

Chief Executive Officer, Better Than Cash Alliance, Nshuti
Mbabazi, said the implementation of the protocol must move
beyond written agreements to practical testing of cross-border
payment arrangements.

Responding to a question about how a Nigerian seller could
receive payment for goods ordered from Kenya, Mbabazi said
the framework must be tested through actual transactions to
identify the barriers preventing businesses from completing
payments reliably. She proposed identifying a small group of
traders willing to buy and sell along the Nigeria-East Africa
corridor and using their transactions to test the framework.
The exercise, she said, would help establish the actual obstacles
to trusted electronic payments.

Read the remaining part of
this story on www.guardian.ng
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alliances differ. tells opposition were free, fair, transparent —re-election.

“If you see that word, HE National Chairman of and peaceful. The statement added: “Our The
PBATJAPC, it means those who the All Progressives Tompolo urges Lagos resi- message to the people of Osun GU&I'(“ an (:l assifieds LAGOS OFFICE:

are supporting the President
who are not members of the
party, together with the party,
are working together to
achieve that purpose,” he said.

According to the minister, the
arrangement recognises that
support for Tinubu extends
beyond APC membership and
allows people from other po-
litical platforms to contribute
to his re-election campaign.

“The major thing is Mr Pres-
ident. Whatever we are going
todo,whoever hasanyidea or
anything to contribute is to
the success of Mr President.
That is the whole thing,” he
added.

Wike dismissed suggestions
that the coalition had unset-
tled APC governors or could
trigger tensions within the
ruling party; insisting that the
initiative posed no problem.

“I don’t know what con-
cerns there are. As farasIam
concerned, there is no prob-
lem,” he said.

The former Rivers State gov-
ernor cited political arrange-
ments in the FCT as an exam-
ple of how the coalition could
accommodate different in-
terests while pursuing a com-
mon objective.

Herecalled appealing to po-
litical stakeholders in the ter-
ritory to support Tinubu and
APC candidates for the Na-
tional Assembly while allow-
ing supporters of other parties
tomake their choices at other
levels of the elections.

Wike said the arrangement
reflected political realities
across the country,where local
interests might differ from
the party affiliations of those
supporting the President at
the national level.

He argued that political lead-
ership required persuading
people with different loyal-
ties to work towards a shared
goal, rather than insisting that
support fora presidential can-
didate must come exclusively
from members of the candi-
date’s party.

Congress, Nentawe Yilwatda,
challenged opposition par-
ties to present their mani-
festos and engage the ruling
partyin policy debates ahead
of the 2027 general elections,
rather than focus on person-
al attacks against President
Bola Tinubu.

Yilwatda spoke in Abuja yes-
terday when the Savannah
Centre for Diplomacy, Democ-
racyand Development’s Coun-
cil of the Wise, led by former
Chief Justice of Nigeria, Justice
Olukayode Ariwoola, visited
the APC National Working
Committee for an advocacy
engagement on peaceful, free,
fair and credible elections.

The APC chairman said po-
litical parties should focus on
explaining how they intend to
address Nigeria’s challenges
instead of concentrating on in-
sults and allegations against
the President.

“If you have an opposition,
place your roadmap. Place
your plan before us. We have
got to place our own work
plan. What do we want to do
for Nigeria?” he asked.

He said the APCwas ready to
engage opposition parties in
intellectual discussions on
competing policy proposals,
adding that Nigerians de-
served to assess political par-
ties based on their plans for
the country.

Earlier, Ariwoola urged the
APCleadership to ensure that
its candidates, officials and
supporters complied with
electoral laws, the party’s con-
stitution and its code of con-
duct.

He warned against hate
speech, inflammatory state-
ments and other practices ca-
pable of provoking violence
during political campaigns,
stressing that the conduct of
political parties would be crit-
ical to the credibility of the
2027 general elections.

Ariwoola expressed the hope
that political parties would
learn from past electoral chal-

Minister: It's wrong time to impose new
taxes on vulnerable, productive sectors

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

He also said debt sustainability remained a critical issue, ar-
guing that countries must leverage borrowing to fund critical
infrastructure and ensure that debt delivers value for future gen-
erations.

Responding to a question on the trade-off between debt and
tax financing, he said people must remain at the heart of pol-
icy choices.

“This is the wrong time to impose new taxes or increase the bur-
den of tax, particularly on the vulnerable population and pro-
ductive sectors of the economy,” Oyedele said in response to
questions about the cost of debt on households and businesses.

“The measures will be first for every country to look inwards,
looking inward to find areas of savings, areas of revenue mo-
bilisation, but also bearing in mind this is the wrong time to
impose new taxes or increase the burden of tax, particularly on
the vulnerable population and productive sectors of the econ-
omy,” he added.

Oyedele said borrowing remained necessary for economic
growth but should be directed towards job creation and in-
clusive development.

The Director of the G-24, lyabo Masha, aligned with Oyedele,
saying countries must achieve macroeconomic stability before
pursuing structural growth.

dents to back Tinubu’s re-
election in 2027

EADER of the PBAT Door-to-

Door Movement, Govern-
ment Ekpemupolo, hasurged
Lagos residents to preventare-
peat of the 2023 presidential
election outcome in the state
by voting massively for Presi-
dent Bola Tinubu in 2027.

He called on residents to take
advantage of the ongoing con-
tinuous voter registration ex-
ercise by the Independent Na-
tional Electoral Commission
(INEC) to register and obtain
their Permanent Voter Cards
(PVCs) ahead of the election.

Ekpemupolo, popularly
known as Tompolo, spoke
through his representative,
Kestin Pondi, in Lagos yester-
day during a campaign rally
for Tinubu’s re-election, where
he presented 57 campaign ve-
hicles to state coordinators.

“What happened in 2023
must not be repeated. He
must win convincingly in
2027,” he said.

He described Tinubu as a self-
less and courageous leader
who had continued to imple-
ment bold reforms despite
the political implications for
his re-election, adding that
the measures were already
yielding results for Nigerians.

Ekpemupolo said Lagos had
become a model for other
states because of the restruc-
turing and reforms intro-
duced by Tinubu during his
tenure as governor between
1999 and 2007.

Also speaking, Lagos State
Governor Babajide Sanwo-Olu
said Nigeria was moving to-
wards economic stability un-
der the Tinubu administra-
tion.

Sanwo-Olu said Tinubu had
overseen more road con-
struction than previous ad-
ministrations within three
years, provided relief to stu-
dents, increased the mini-
mum wage and made funds
available for pension pay-
ments.

ICC lauds Tinubu for ap-
pointing Adeleke as Osun
coordinator, promises 1.5m
votes
THE Imole Campaign Coun-
cil (ICC) lauded President
Tinubu for appointing Gov-
ernor Ademola Adeleke as the
Osun State Coordinator, PBAT
Presidential Campaign Coun-
cil.

It described the appoint-
ment aswell deserved, pledg-
ing that the president’s con-
fidence in Adeleke’s ability to
deliver Osun in the forth-
coming presidential election
will not be misplaced.

Astatement by the Director-
General of ICC, Senator Olalere
Oyewumi, assured that the
trust reposed in the governor
would be justified through
unwavering commitment
and a strong electoral perfor-
mance.

While promising to deliver 1.5
million votes for Tinubu in
Osun, the statement assured

State is to keep trusting and
supporting Governor Adeleke
as he continues to deliver on
his campaign promises. Avote
for President Tinubu is a sup-
port for Governor Adeleke.”
Atiku’s aide challenges Wike
to disclose cost of media
chats
UL Ibe, media adviser to
former Vice-President Atiku
Abubakar, has challenged the
Minister of the Federal Capital
Territory, Nyesom Wike, to dis-
close how much public mon-
eyisspenton his media chats.

Ibe made the callina poston
X yesterday, shortly after
Wike’s latest media chat was
broadcast live by several tele-
vision and radio stations.

He questioned the cost of the
broadcasts, urging the min-
ister to publish invoices show-
ing payments to participat-
ing stations, the sources of
funding and the relevant bud-
get lines.

According to Ibe, at least
eight broadcast outlets aired
yesterday’s session, including
Arise Television, Channels Tele-
vision, TVC, News Central, AIT,
JDK, Aso TV and Radio, and
ADBN.

Estimating airtime costs at
between N10 million and N20
million per station per hour,
Ibe said a two-hour broadcast
across eight stations could
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CHANGE OF OFFICE ADDRESS

This is to notify the investing public that beginning
from 12th November, 2026, Core Securities Limited
will now be located at 112A, Association Road, Dolphin
Estate, Ikoyi Lagos.

08028411767
07069747993

Signed: Management

PUBLIC NOTICE

ASSOCIATION OF ELECTRIC VEHICLES workmanship in EV repair
TECHNICIANS - APPLICATION FOR and ma i‘"_"e nance; to
REGISTRATION OF INCORPORATED TRUSTEES,  Provide training, certification
Notice is hereby given pursuant to Section zgselz;';m',"gtop;‘;if:;’g:gf;
§23 of CAMA 2020 that the above-named with governm’ent, institutions,
Association has applied to the Registrar-General,

; e : manufacturers and
Corporate Affairs Commission, Abuja for  stakeholders on EV policy
registration as Incorporated Trustees.

and capacity building; and
Trustees: to undertake all other lawful
1. Dr. Kennedy

o= Y non-profit activities

nyeka Okonkwo s

2. Mrs. Ichechi Chinarhu mmder.“al_themto' o
Okonkwo Any objection to the registration

Address: 5C, McGregor should be forwarded to the
Road, lkoyi, Eti-Osa LGA,  Registrar-General, Corporate
Lagos. Affairs Commission, Plot 420,
Objectives: To promote Tigris Crescent, Off Aguiyi
and protect the professional Ironsi Street, Maitama, Abuja
interests of electric vehicle within 28 days of this publication.
technicians in Nigeria; to
set and enforce standards
of competence, safety and

Signed: Mrs. Ichechi
Chinarhu Okonkwo,
Secretary

Dated - 12 March, 2026

NOTICE OF DORMANT/UNCLAIMED BALANCES -

TRANSFER TO DORMANT REGISTER

In compliance with the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) Circular:
Guidelines on Management of Dormant Accounts, Unclaimed Balances and Other
Financial Assets in Banks and Other Financial Institutions in Nigeria.

Reference No: FPR/DIR/PUB/CIR/001/014

We hereby publish the details of accounts classified as unclaimed and transferred
to the Register of Dormant Accounts.

Affected accounts holders are advised to visit our nearest branch with valid
identification and account details to reactivate their accounts

Quest

MERCHANT BAHNK

Account

S/N|| Account Name i |8¢n|l: Name Branch Address

1 |LIOMEL MERENI AKOR UNCLAIMED Lqi:r::dm:hm — ig:fl::r' et
2 [19A ADEWOLU KUKU-W19A UNCLAIMED |E::‘ d””‘h“‘ Gark ;‘;:"::d::;“ Lagos
3 |[BLESSING UNCLAIMED E‘r‘n'::d"“‘h‘"‘ Bank im"hs:;“' Lagos
4 g;h?? ﬁPLTW:ﬂ(FORCE MGT UNCLAIMED g:::d Merchant Bank ig;o:i::;«t. Lagos
5 |ELPIZO CAPITALLTD UNCLAIMED |E:_::r“‘h“ Bank i:’::ﬁ:r Eages
s |wMs/69741302 UNCLAIMED g:".::d”“"“'“ Bank ;‘;E::"Lf:f Lages
7 :m::jggﬂ%USTOHER UNCLAIMED E::,::d Merchant Bank ;ﬁ:::dli;!::‘t. Lagos

CORPORATE & INVESTMENT BANKING | WEALTH MANAGEMENT | GLOBAL MARKETS

Forinquiries or assistance, please contact us via email: info@questmb.com,
Call: 02018886724 or visit any of our offices in Lagos, Abuja or Port Harcourt.

Thank you for choosing Quest Merchant Bank

DO OO wemd Q) Quest Meechunt Bank

andi e Securities andExchange Commission, Migerka

QuesstMarchant Bank Limited ks roguiatod by tha Contral Bank of Nigeria

www.quastmb.com
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‘S[West integration must go beyond politics to deliver economic growth’

Gubernatorial candidate of the Nigeria Democratic Congress (NDC) in Oyo State, Akim Adebola Yusuy, in this interview with ROTIMI AGBOLUAJE, speaks
on unemployment, security, economic development and his plans to transform the Pace Setter State, if elected governor in 2027.

What is your assessment of Oyo State’s
political, social and economic condition, and
what are the major challenges you would
address if elected governor?

YO State has considerable human and

natural resources, but much remains to be
done to realise its potential. Youth
unemployment is a major concern because
prolonged joblessness can expose young people
to substance abuse and other social problems,
while placing additional pressure on healthcare

and security services.
We need an integrated economic master plan
linking education, skills development,

investment and employment creation. Our
agricultural land, mineral resources, industrial
facilities and opportunities for power
generation provide a foundation for economic
growth.

My priorities would be education, industrial
revival and agricultural development. I would
begin by rehabilitating dilapidated public
schools and improving learning environments.
I'would also explore partnerships with investors

Banking involves engaging people from
different social and economic backgrounds, but
governing requires more than technical
knowledge. It demands empathy, consultation
and an understanding of local realities.

Iwould prioritise agriculture and its value chain,

agro-allied processing, manufacturing and
viable mineral development to generate
employment. We would engage domestic and
foreign investors, development finance
institutions, chambers of commerce and other
stakeholders to identify viable projects.

Funding would combine prudent public
expenditure with private-sector investment and
appropriate  development finance. The
government should concentrate its resources on
essential infrastructure and projects that
generate substantial public benefits. We would
also support small and medium-sized
enterprises by improving access to markets,
infrastructure, skills and appropriate financing.
Insecurity continues to affect farming,
businesses and communities. What would be
your strategy, particularly in rural areas?

to revive moribund factories and production Our strategy would combine stronger
facilities, creating jobs community-based
and stimulating ‘ ‘ security, improved
economic activity. coordination among
In agriculture, we . . security agencies and
would support 1€ establlshmen_t of state pollce must  ecponsible use  of
smallholder farmers  therefore go hand in hand with effective ~ modern technology.
through  improved oversight, accountability and clear We would review
access to N .. . Amotekun’s
mechanisation, constitutional provisions. State pOlIce deployment to
irrigation, storage,  commands must operate professionally ~ improve its presence
transportation  an et ; f in vulnerable rural,
markets. Agriculture rather than become Instruments o suburban and

must be treated as a
complete value chain
covering production,
processing, storage and
marketing.

We would also encourage graduates of
agricultural science, engineering, horticulture
and related disciplines to establish productive
enterprises, supported by access to finance,
equipment and markets. Larger agricultural
investments and processing facilities near
production areas would increase output, reduce
post-harvest losses and create rural
employment.

Reliable electricity and security are equally
important. We would explore viable power
solutions for agricultural and industrial clusters
while strengthening security in vulnerable
farming communities.

With your banking background, how would
you apply your experience in financial
management, investment and distressed
assets to governing the state?

The government must deploy available
resources efficiently to achieve the greatest
public benefit. This requires financial discipline,
careful planning and sound investment
decisions.

My banking experience has exposed me to
financial management, investment appraisal,
project financing and the assessment of
business opportunities. These skills would help
me evaluate projects and determine how public
resources can be used effectively.

Where appropriate, we would work with
financial institutions, development finance
organisations and private investors to support
viable projects. Such arrangements must be
carefully assessed to ensure that their costs and
repayment obligations are sustainable.

Public investments should be judged by the
value they deliver, including employment,
improved public services and sustainable
economic activity.

Government is different from banking. How
would you ensure that a technocratic
approach does not overlook Oyo State’s social
and political realities?

My background extends beyond banking. My
first degree is in Political Science, and I have
received training in policy formulation and
management. | have also served as an adviser on
due process and policy implementation.

political control

agricultural
communities,
working with the
police and other
relevant agencies.
Technology, including drone-assisted
surveillance where appropriate, could help
monitor vulnerable areas and support timely
responses to threats. Such operations must have
proper safeguards and trained personnel.
Community engagement is also essential.
Residents can provide valuable information to
help security agencies identify risks and prevent
attacks. Safer communities would encourage
farming, trading and transportation, making
security an important foundation for
economic development.
Would you support the establishment of
state police, as being pursued by the
administration of President Bola Tinubu, to
address Nigeria’s security challenges?
Iam totally in support of state police because the
Nigeria Police Force, as presently constituted,
faces enormous challenges in effectively policing
the entire country. Given Nigeria's population,
geographical size and increasingly complex
security challenges, a centralised police storucture
struggles to respond adequately to the needs of

every community.
Effective policing requires an
understanding of the local

environment, its people, culture,
language and peculiar security
challenges. Officers familiar
with the communities they

serve are often better
positioned to  gather
intelligence, identify
threats and respond
promptly.

However, adequate
safeguards must be

established to prevent
abuse of power. There
isalegitimate concern
that state police could
be used to intimidate
political opponents,
suppress dissent or
victimise  individuals
who disagree with those
in government.

The establishment of state police

must therefore go hand in hand with effective
oversight, accountability and clear
constitutional provisions. State police
commands must operate professionally rather
than become instruments of political control.
Citizens must also have access to appropriate
legal remedies when their rights are violated.

There should be effective coordination
between state police commands and the
Nigeria Police Force to prevent jurisdictional
conflicts and facilitate intelligence sharing.
Adequate funding, proper training, modern
equipment and respect for human rights are
equally important.

Ultimately, state police should bring policing
closer to the people, improve crime prevention
and make law enforcement more responsive to
local needs. With the right safeguards, it could
provide an important additional layer of
security.

Which policies of the present administration
would you retain, and which would you
change if elected?

I would assess existing policies according to
their objectives, implementation and results.
Programmes that serve the public interest
should be continued and improved, while
ineffective ones should be reviewed.

One priority would be to institutionalise local
government autonomy in accordance with the
applicable constitutional and legal framework.

I'would also extend the rehabilitation of inner-
city and township roads while prioritising
economically important routes connecting
major towns, agricultural areas, processing
facilities and markets.

Education and healthcare would receive
attention through improved infrastructure,
essential equipment and support for
professionals. My objective would be to build on
what works, correct weaknesses and ensure
that government policies produce measurable
benefits.

Southwest governors have continued to
advocateregional integration as a pathway to
economic growth, improved security and
sustainable development. If elected governor,
what role would you play in advancing this
agenda?
I strongly support regional
integration because the
Southwest shares common
historical, cultural and
economic interests that
can be harnessed for
% collective development.
I would work closely
* with other governors to
strengthen
' cooperation in
agriculture, security,
education, healthcare,
transportation, tourism
. and industrial
development.

Regional integration must go beyond political
discussions to deliver practical benefits. We must
develop joint infrastructure, promote trade,
create employment and address security
challenges collectively. My administration would
support initiatives that advance regional
prosperity while respecting the autonomy and
interests of individual states.

As an Ibadan indigene, how would you
convince voters in Oke-Ogun, Ogbomoso, Oyo
and Ibarapa that your government would give
their interests equal attention?

[ believe in balanced and integrated
development. Oyo  State’s  economic
opportunities extend beyond Ibadan,

particularly in agriculture, solid minerals and
other areas where communities possess
comparative advantages.

My approach would be to identify the strengths
and needs of each zone and direct investments
towards developing them. Agricultural
production, processing facilities, infrastructure
and essential public services should reflect local
priorities.

Development must not be concentrated in the
state capital. By investing across the state, we can
expand economic opportunities, create jobs and
promote a stronger sense of inclusion among our
people.

You contested the 2023 governorship election
under the Action Democratic Party (ADP). What
did that experience teach you about Oyo
politics and the electorate?

The experience gave me a deeper understanding
of electoral politics in Oyo State and the factors
influencing voters’ decisions. I realised that some
people enter politics primarily for financial
benefits rather than public service. I also learnt
that poverty significantly influences how people
respond to political messages and make electoral
choices.

Beyond this, I gained a better understanding of
leadership selection, political alliances and the
influence of respected elder statesmen on
electoral outcomes. The experience reinforced
my belief that success requires a credible vision,
sustained engagement with the people and an
understanding of their needs.

You are returning in 2027 under the NDC. What
spedifically will you do differently this time?
With the benefit of experience, I intend to be
more strategic in building relationships and
partnerships that can strengthen our political
platform. We will engage stakeholders across
different sectors and communities while
communicating our development agenda more
effectively.

Our approach will combine political
engagement with practical proposals on
governance, economic development and public
welfare. We must demonstrate that we
understand the people’s problems and have
credible ideas for addressing them.

What gives you the confidence that the factors
that prevented you from winning in 2023 will
not also work against you in 2027?

We are building strategic partnerships and
engaging people with influence in their
communities and various professional and social
spheres. These relationships can help broaden
our acceptance and communicate our message
more effectively.

Ultimately, electoral support must be earned
through trust, persuasion and a convincing
development programme. Our responsibility
is to demonstrate that we understand the
challenges facing Oyo State and can offer
practical solutions.

The ruling APM under Governor Seyi
Makinde, the All Progressives Congress
(APC) and other established parties have
strong political structures across the
state. How do you intend to build a
structure capable of competing across all
33local government areas?

The people of Oyo State are the foundation
of our political structure. We are taking our
message directly to communities, listening
to their concerns and explaining our
proposed development agenda.
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Can mortals protect God, Ifowodo asks in Why Does God Need a Gun?

By Gregory Austin Nwakunor

ON Friday, October 9, the grand finale of 2026 Nigeria Prize
for Literature held at the Eko Hotels and Suites, Lagos. At
the event, the poet Ogaga Ifowodo won $100,000 Literature
Prize; filmmakers Peter Oke and Feranmi Abiola shared
$20,000 Creative Arts Prize.

Ifowodo won the prize for his collection, Why Does God Need
a Gun?, The collection was selected from 223 entries.

Announcing the Literature winner, Chairman of the Advi-
sory Board for The Nigeria Prize for Literature, Professor
Akachi Adimora-Ezeigbo, described Why Does God Need a
Gun?asasensitive portrayal of religious and political violence
in Nigeria, told through the voice of an imagined victim.

She commended the three shortlisted collections for their
technical skill, confidence and mature use of language, noting
the powerful conversation across the works.

“Equally compelling is the conversation that unfolds across
the three books. Though distinct in voice and style, they en-
gage with related concerns: questions of identity and be-
longing; the promises and disappointments of nationhood;
the consequences of extremism and displacement; and the
enduring impact of conflict on individuals and communities.
These are works deeply rooted in the Nigerian experience, yet
they reach far beyond our borders,” she says.

In the inaugural edition of The Nigeria Prize for Creative Arts,
Beyond Tarkwa Bay by Oke and Mara Mania by Abiola emerged
jointwinners from 98 submissions, sharing the $20,000 prize.
In his remarks, Managing Director and Chief Executive Offi-
cer of NLNG, Adeleye Falade, said The Nigeria Prizes were es-
tablished to acknowledge outstanding achievement and
encourage scientific innovation and literary excellence that
enrich society and improve lives.

He noted that the Science and Innovation prize has recog-
nised groundbreaking contributions across critical fields in-
cluding health, agriculture, engineering, energy, technology,
climate resilience and sustainable development.

On The Nigeria Prize for Literature, Falade said it has grown
to become one of Africa’s most prestigious literary honours,
providing a platform for some of the continent’s finest literary
voices.

“Through this prize, Nigerian writers have demonstrated that
our stories are far more than accounts of where we come
from. They contribute meaningfully to global conversations
about identity, resilience and our shared humanity,” he said.

“Together, The Nigeria Prizes have become enduring national
institutions and powerful reminders of what is possible when
excellence is recognised, rewarded and encouraged,” Falade
reveals.

Richard Henderson arrives Lagos for Ofala

He commended the finalists and winners, noting that every
finalist represents discipline and dedication, while every win-
ner represents the triumph of perseverance.

“As we honour this year’s laureates, we also hope to inspire
the next generation of scientists, writers and creatives whose
ideas will solve tomorrow’s challenges, tell tomorrow’s sto-
ries and shape tomorrow’s future,” he adds.

Ifowodo’s entry, Why Does God Need a Gun?, is principally con-
ceived in paradox consummated by religious imperatives.
The poet questions morlityof thosethinking they can protect
God.The first part of this collection, a series of 26 poems, ti-
tled, From the Forest of a Million Demon, answers the existential
question . This part reflects on everything from vulnerability
to God, etc. “I'sabout: God, are you even still there atall? Why
do you allow human beings to take your name in vain?”

Ifowodo affirms, “Leah Sharibu Lives is a celebration of that.”
Sharibu, one of the schoolgirls kidnapped
from the Government Girls Science
and Technical College, Dapchi,
Yobe State, in 2018 is the persona
through which the poems are
interrogated.

“Leah Sharibu becomes a
composite figure for all the vic-
tims of the scourge of reli-
gious terrorism that we are
witnessing. And the whole
idea of the terrorists’ action is
to erase the other, is to deny
agency to the other, is to turn, in
particular, the girl child and
women into non-beings. They
actually boastedabout
making her a slave for 4
the rest of her life,”
Ifowodo says.

He notes, “So,
the question is:
whywould God
Almighty—the
Omnipotent,
Omniscient,
Omnipresent—
why  would
things made
out of clayHe
made think
they need to

Ogaga Ifowodo

1

protect Him? That is a preoccupation in the collection.
Thinking about all the recent activities, especially in the
post-Al-Qaeda 9/11 events that are terrorising the world. So,
that’s where the question comes from.”

He adds, “initially, they gave Sharibu the option of re-
nouncing her faith. We have not heard a single word from
her ever since she was captured. Nobody has seen her. But
for those girls who were released, some of them gave the
testimony that she refused to renounce her faith.”

Renowned for delivering well crafted poetry, he affirms
without hesitation that craft is essential for him. “As a
writer, the message is secondary, because there’s nothing
that we're going to write about today—wars, intolerance,
love, grief, whatever it is—that has not been there from the
beginning of existence. So, it is the how; that’s where the
art comes in, even if you are working with wood as a sculp-
tor. So, art is first and foremost. The medium disciplines the
message,” Ifowodo says.

Then to the second part, where it goes beyond Nigeria, to
Gaza, to the Middle East, to the fatwa pronounced on
Salman Rushdie, you know, in another instance of religious
intolerance and fundamentalism, of fanaticism, and which
was reenacted recently.

“This was when, many years after the original fatwa by Ay-
atollah Khomeini, now in New York, another fanatic, a

_, young fanatic, who probably has not even read anything

written by Salman Rushdie, sought to blind him by pluck-
ing out his two eyes. Got one eye,” he quips.
Ifowodo continues, “this reminds me so much of
Nelson Mandela, who, as you know, was offered conditional
release several times, and each time turned it down until
there was complete liberation for the whole of South Africa.
“Of course, Mandela was a full-grown man, already world-
known. But here is a little girl, a little girl in school, a

B teenager, who still had the courage and the astonishing

bravery to reject freedom in defence of her belief.

“At a point, I said that this person whom they in-
tend to turn into a slave must be given a
voice; must be made to speak; must be
made to speak in a book. They forbid
the book. Her testimony, her per-
sonhood, her womanhood.

By now she’s a woman, but she
must be celebrated by way of com-
memorating her in poetry.”
Ifowodo says, “in all my works—this
is my sixth collection—the message
issecondary”.

La Campagne Tropicana opens applications for art residency in Lagos

REVERE Dauthor of The
ing in Every Man: Evolu-
tionary Trends in Onitsha Ibo
Society and Culture (1972)re-
turns after 64 years of leav-
ing the country as special
guest of Agbogidi, Obi of
Onitsha, for Ofala 2026
scheduled to hold on Octo-
ber16 and 17. Henderson ar-
rived on Monday at Murtala
Muhammed International
Airport, Lagos, from Tucson,
Arizona. He was accompa-
nied by his son, Michael
Henderson.

Professor Henderson, who
lived among Ndi-Onicha
from 1960 to 62, is that rare
onyeocha (Whiteman) who
truly listened — learning
the language and institu-

tions from within, and giv-
ing the world the most au-
thoritative account of what
itmeans to be Onitsha: that
kingship, eze, 0zo, umunna,
ogbe, and the spirit of
aniare not relics, but a liv-
ing system where every
man carries the dignity of a
king. His book remains not
only foundational in Onit-
sha — respected in palaces
and homes —but is also
considered a primer on
African anthropology. His
continuing archive at
amightytree.org, with Helen
Henderson, preserves pho-
tographs, shrines, iba, okpu-
lukpu, and oral histories
that might otherwise have
been lost.

A CAMPAGNE Tropicana

Resort has opened appli-
cations for the first edition of
its Art Residency, a two-
month programme for
Nigerian artists and artisans.
The residency runs from Feb-
ruary 5 to April 4,2027 at the
resort in Ibeju-Lekki, Lagos,
and applications close on No-
vember 30, 2026.

The programme will bring
practitioners together to
make new work, trade ideas
and examine how art, cul-
ture, place and tourism relate
to one another. Residents are
encouraged to draw on the
resort and its surroundings
while following their own
creative interests.

The call is open to practition-

ers in the visual and applied
arts, traditional crafts, design
and related fields.
Applicants must live in Nigeria,
be at least 20 years old when
the residency begins, and be
able to take part for the full pe-
riod.

Residents will have time to
work on an agreed project and
to engage with fellow partici-
pants,and the programme will
close with a presentation or
sharing of work and ideas. Ap-
plicants may propose research,
experimentation or the devel-
opmentof newwork,and a fin-
ished artwork is not required
unless agreed as part of an in-
dividual project.

The residency committee
will provide accommodation
and meals, travel and local
transport support, materials
and production support, a
stipend, and insurance and
healthcare arrangements. Se-
lected applicants will receive
the amounts, coverage and
practical details in writing be-
fore theyare asked toaccepta
place. Applicants with acces-
sibility or other support
needs are encouraged to con-
tact the committee so suit-
able arrangements can be
discussed.

Applications will be assessed
on the quality of the appli-
cant’s practice, the strength
and feasibility of the pro-

Odigbose: The Play for premiere, reopens Africa’s slave trade history

posal,and itsrelevance to the
residency. Applicants should
send a short biography or CV,
a portfolio or examples of re-
cent work, a brief proposal
for what they wish to explore
or develop, theirlocation and
contact details, and confir-
mation that they are avail-
able for the full programme
dates.

Those selected will receive a
detailed programme and a
written residency agreement
covering support, facilities,
participation expectations,
and the ownership, display
and use of work created dur-
ing the residency. A place will
be confirmed only once these
terms have been agreed.

THE gripping story of Odigbose: The Play
as never been seen before will be on
stage this weekend, as the history of the
obnoxious slave trade takes centre stage at
the Agip Hall, MUSON Centre, Onikan, La-
gos, on Saturday, October 17, 2026 by
7:00pm.

Written by Otunba Wanle Akinboboye, the
much-anticipated piece is a recast of the
slave trade history. Told from the African
perspective, Akinboboye, arenowned in-

vestor and promoter of tourism across the
world, is, through this historic and dra-
matic creation, inviting the world to feast
on his innate creative ferment beyond the
immersive experience that people savour
from his promotion of authentic African-
theme resorts. Odigbose is not just a play. It
is a pilgrimage into the past.

For centuries, the story of the transatlantic
slave trade has been told by others. In Odig-
bose, Africareclaims its voice. Africa tells its

own story, in its own rhythm, with its own
tears, truth and with its author, director,
cast and crew within it hallowed soil.

The production promises a deeply mov-
ing, visually arresting and emotionally riv-
eting theatrical experience that will
transport audiences into the heart of one
of Africa’s most painful chapters.

Through powerful dramatic perform-
ances, haunting chants, soul-stirring mu-
sic, dance and storytelling, the play will

portray the enslavement and captivating
and profound inhuman treatment by a set
of humanity - Europeans; to another set of
humanity - Africans.

Aproduction of Atunda Entertainment, an
outfit of Akinboboye dedicated to musical
and theatre productions, the, production
will employ the full African theatrical ele-
ments: dance, music, choreography and
colours as well as profound oratory, to tell
the story.
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ACHE: I, formerly known as Miss.
Okwara, Ngozi Obasi now wish to be
addressed as Mrs. Achi, Ngozi
[kenna . All former documents re-
main valid. General public take note

ADDITION OF NAME : |, formerly
known as Suleiman Abdulrauf now
wish to be addressed as Suleiman
Abdulrauf Onimisi . All former docu-
ments remain valid . General public
take note

ADDITION OF NAME : |, formerly
known as Adesina Ayokunle now
wish to be addressed as Adesina
Ayokunle Ebenezer . All former doc-
uments remain valid . General pub-
lic take note

ADDITION OF NAME [, formerly
known as Adewale-Dada Olaolu
now wish to be addressed as Ade-
wale-Dada Olaolu Elizabeth .. All for-
mer documents remain valid .
General public take

ADDITION OF NAME: I, formerly
known as Taiwo Bushroh Oligbo
now wish to be addressed as Taiwo
Olajire Bushroh Oligho. All former
documents remain valid General
public take note

ADDITION OF NAME: ], formerly
known as llesanmi Rotimi now
wish to be addressed as Ilesanmi
Rotimi Titus, All former documents
remain valid . General public take
note

ADDITION OF NAME: |, formerly
known as Oghenetejiri Irikefe
Desmond now wish to be addressed
as Oghenetejiri Irikefe Desmond Udi
. All former documents remain valid
. General public take note

ADEGBENRO: 1, formerly known as
Adegbenro Alalade Damilola now
wish to be addressed as Alalade
Damilola Pamilerin.. All formerdoc-
uments remain valid . General pub-
lic take

ADESANWO: [, formerly known as
Theresa Ebunoluwa Iluyomade
now wish to be addressed as
Theresa Ebunoluwa Adesanwo . All
former documents remain valid .
General public take note

ADETORO : [, formerly known as
Adetoro Oluwabunmi Omolola now
wish to be known as Dairo
Oluwabunmi Omolola. All former
documents remain valid. General
public and banks take note.

AGER ; 1, formerly known as Ager
Dooyum Judith now wish to be
known as Terkaa-Koko Dooyum Ju-
dith. All former document remain
valid . General Public Note.

AHMED: |, formerly known as Ahmed
Taye Memunat now wish to be ad-
dressed as Abdullateef Taye Memu-
nat all former documents remain
valid general public take note

AMAO: I, Formerly known as Ade-
bowale Joseph Amao now wish to be
addressed as Adebowale Joseph Ak-
intomiwa All former documents re-
main valid . General public take

ANURI : [, formerly known as Victoria
Ezekiel Anuri, now wish to be known
as Victoria Chukwuma-Marcel, For-
mer documents remain valid, General
public take note.

ARRANGEMENT OF NAME: | Kalu
Blessing Chiamaka as it appears on
my Jamb and other documents, and 1
Kalu Blessing as it appears on my
WAEC certificate are one and the
same persons. All former documents
remain valid. JAMB, WAEC, Nigerian
and international universities, Gre-
gory University, Uturu specifically and
the general public should take note.

AYODELE: ], formerly known as Ayo-
dele Akinwumi Rotimi now wish to be
addressed as Ayodele Akinwumi . All
former documents remain valid . Gen-
eral public take note

BANKOLE: I, formerly Bankole Aisha
Konyinsola now wish to be known as
Olagunju-Bankole Aisha Konyinsola.
All former documents remain valid.
General public take note

BOLORUNDURO : [, formerly known
as Kehinde Ade Bolorunduro now
wish to be addressed as Kehinde Ade
Taiwo. All former documents remain
valid . General public take note

CONFIRMATION OF NAME : |, for-
merly known as Nnaoma-Gabriel
Rosemary Amarachi now wish to be
addressed as Nnaoma-Gabriel Ama-
rachi Rosemary . All former docu-
ments remain valid . General public
take note

CONFIRMATION OF NAME: |, for-
merly known as Oluwaseyi Bodurin
Robert Akinyemi now wish to be ad-
dressed as Oluwaseyi Robert
Akinyemi . All former documents re-
main valid . General public take note

CONFIRMATION OF NAME: |, Obi
Egwim Francisca Mary, hereby up-
date my First Bank account name to
Egwim Francisca Oluebube. All for-
mer documents remain valid. General
public take note.

CONFIRMATION OF NAME: That
Samuel Omo and Samuel Omo ], is
one and same person now wish to be
addressed as, Samuel Omo Judith.
All former documents remains valid
public note

CONFIRMATION OF NAME: That,
Irete Godfrey Desmond and Ireje
Godfrey is same person now wish
tobe addressed as Irete Godfrey. My
DOBis 29-12-2003 not 23-22-2000.
Public note

CORRECTION OF NAME : I for-
merly known as Uchenna Clever O.
Godwin, now wish to be ad-dressed
as Uchenna Clever Godwin Omereji.
All former documents remain valid.
General public take note

CORRECTION OF NAME : |, for-
merly known as Johnwillie Ekpo
now wish to be addressed as John
Willie Ekpo . All former documents
remain valid . General public take
note

CORRECTION OF NAME : I, for-
merly known as Ojo Abosede Fun-
milaye now wish to be addressed as
Afolabi Abosede Funmilayo . All for-
mer documents remain valid . Gen-
eral public take note

CORRECTION OF NAME :, formetly
known as Umeh Chinwe Magret now
wish tobe addressed as Umeh Chin-
wedu Margret . All former docu-
ments remain valid . General public
take note

CORRECTION OF NAME: |, formerly
known as Ibiloye Hameed Adeyemi
now wish to be addressed as Ibiloye
Hammed Adeyemi. All former docu-
ments remain valid . General public
take note

CORRECTION OF NAME: [, formetly
known as Onyeji, Evelyn Chinoye
now wish to be addressed as Onyeji,
Evelyn Chinonye All former docu-
ments remain valid . General public
take note

CORRECTION OF NAME: My name
was wrongly captured in my NIN as
Vincent Queen Genesis Instead of my
correct name Vincent Queen
Chikamnele. All former documents
remain valid. General public note

CORRECTION OF NAME:] formerly
knownas Augustine Catherine Olue-
bere and now wish to be ad-dressed
as Augustine Catherine. All former
documents remain valid. General
public take note

CORRECTION OF NAME: My name
was wrongly captured on BVN as
Oke Ibiyvemi Esther instead of
Oluwatobi Damilola Mariam Aji-
bode. Former documents remain
valid. Public note.

CORRECTION OF NAME: My name
was wrongly captured in my BVN as
Orereh Kingsley instead of Orereh
Emakpo Kingsley All former docu-
ments remain valid . General public
take note

DECLARATION OF AGE: 1, Rabiu Ade-
bayo Ahdul-Malik, declare as follows: |
received information from my parents,
that T was born on the 2/04/ 1936 in
Kwara state. General public take note.

EDEKI : |, formerly known as Alfred
Edeki Helen now wish to be addressed
as Alfred Taiye Helen.All former doc-
uments remain valid. General public,
take note.

EREN]E: 1, formerly known as Ugor
Maryjane Ogonye now wish to be ad-
dressed as Maryjane Ogonye Erenje .
All former documents remain valid .
General public take note

ESEKHILE : [ formerly known as
Miss. Esekhile Charity now wish to be
addressed as Mrs. Aigbiremolen
Charity Esekhile. All former docu-
ments remain valid . General public
take note.

EYIOLORUNFE : I, formerly known as
Rapheal Ajayi Eyiolorunfe now wish
to be addressed as Raphael Ajayi
George . All former documents remain
valid. General public take note.

EZEKIEL: |, formerly known as Ezekiel
Linah Henry now wish to be ad-
dressed as Linah Nabo Koko. All for-
mer documents remain valid. General
public take note.

IBANGA : |, formerly known as Miss
Victoria Henry Ibanga now wished to
be addressed as Mrs. George Victoria
Eka., All former documents remains
valid, General public take note

IKEAGWU: I, formerly known as
Ifeoma Francisca Okpala now wish to
be addressed as Ifeoma Francisca
Ikeagwu All former documents re-
main valid . General public take note

IKEKELE: I, formerly known as
Ikekele Ogagaoghenekome now wish
to be addressed as lkekele Gabriel
Ogagaoghenekome . All former docu-
ments remain valid . General public
take note

IYAGBA: |, formerly known as Gift
Idawarifaka lyagba now wish to be ad-
dressed as Gift Nwabugo Iyagba . All
former documents remain valid . Gen-
eral public take note

JOHNSON: 1, formerly known as Oko-
rodudu Aninoritsela Temitomi now
wish to be addressed as Johnson Ani-
noritsela Temitomi . All former docu-
ments remain valid . General public
take

MAJID: I, formerly known as Moham-
mad Abdulmajid Shettima now wish
to be addressed as Majid Alhaji Bandu
. All former documents remain valid .
General public take note

MAMAH: [, formerly known as
Urama Emmanuel Onyedika now
wish to be addressed as Mamah
Emmanuel Onyedika . All former
documents remain valid . General
public take

MARTINS :1, formerly known as
Oleghe Ohiomoje Martins now
wish to be addressed as Oleghe
Ohiomoje, All former documents
remains valid, General public take
note.

MUZAN : [, formerly known as
Miss Muzan Bomini Eunice now
wish to be addressed as Mrs.
Umesi Bomini Eunice. All former
documents remain valid . General
public take note

NIKKL 1, formerly known as
Iwuala Chinwenmeri Nikki now
wish to be addressed as
Ikechukwu Chinwenmeri Nikki .
All former documents remain valid
. General public take note

NWAMAKA : [ formerly known as
Nwamaka Ekene Orji Kessler-El-
liott now wish to be addressed as
Nwamaka Chimezie. Former docu-
ments remain valid General pub-
lic take note

(ODEH: [, formerly known as Abah,
Margaret Annel now wish to be ad-
dressed as Odeh, Margaret Annel .
All former documents remain valid
. General public take note

0OGU: [, formerly known as
Okenwa Amarachi Lorah Now
wish to be addressed as Ogu Ama-
rachi Lorah. All former documents
remain valid . General public take
note

OGUWUMEMI : [ formerly known
as Emmanuel K Oguwumemi now
wish to be known as Kingdom Em-
manuel Ogwuomemin. All former
documents remain valid. General
public take note.

OKAFOR : |, formerly known as
Okafor Chizaram Immaculate, now
wish to be known as Onyeka
Chizaram Immaculate. All former
documents remain valid. General
public take note.

OKE: 1, formerly known as
Adekunle Bolanle Comfort now
wish to be addressed as Oke
Bolanle Comfort, All former docu-
ments remain valid . General pub-
lic take note

OKOROEGO : |, formerly known as
Okoroego Makuachukwu Esther
now wish to be addressed as
Akalugwu Esther Makuachukwu.
All  former documents remain
valid. General public take note.

OLADIMEJL I, formerly known as
Oladimeji Zainab Folashade now wish
to be addressed as Oladimeji Zainab
Iyabo . All former documents remain
valid . General public take note

OLAREWAJU: [, formerly known as
Julianah Olarewaju now wish to be
addressed as Julianah Moronmubo
Olanrewaju . All former documents
remain valid . General public take
note

OMIVALE: [ formerly known as Miss
kikelomo Taiwo Omojaro now wish
to be known as Mrs. Kike Taiwo
Omiyale. All former documents re-
main valid. Public take note.

OMIVALE: [ formerly known as Miss
Omojaro Kikelomo Taiwo now wish
to be known as Mrs. Omiyale
Kikelomo Taiwo, All former docu-
ments remain valid. Public take note.

OMOKHODION : [, formerly known
as Omokhodion Godsent now wish
to be addressed as Oseghale Godsent.
All former documents remain valid.
General public take note.

ONUOHA: 1, formerly known as
Ozoemena Faustina Oluchi now wish
to be addressed as Onuoha Faustina
Oluchi. All former documents remain
valid . General public take note

ONYEANUSIE: [, formerly Miss
Onyeanusi Stella-Maris  Ifunany-
achukwu now to be known as Mrs.
Eterigho Stella-Maris  Ifunany-
achukwu. Former documents remain
valid. General public take note.

PAUL: |, formerly known as Adeleke
Paul Oluwafemi now wish to be ad-
dressed as Adeleke Hattrick
Oluwafemi. All former documents re-
main valid. General public and banks
take note.

SALAMY: 1, formerly known as
Salamy Rainot Remilekun now wish
to be addressed as Salamy Rihanat
Remilekun . All former documents re-
main valid . General public take note

SALAU: |, formerly known as Salau
Oluwaseyi Yewande now wish to be
addressed as Omonhinmin Oluwaseyi
Yewande . All former documents re-
main valid . General public take note

TOLU-ODUTOLA: |, formerly Abisola
Olaitan Tolu-Odutola now wish to be
addressed as Abisola Olaitan
Oladapo-Asher. All former documents
remain valid. General public take note

UCHE: I, formerly known as Miss
Uche Kate Wisdom, now to be ad-
dressed as Mrs Maji Catherine Wis-
dom. Former documents remain
valid. General public note.

Science

Health

Religious group raises alarm over
hypertension, self-medication

By lieoma Nwanosike

LAGOS-based religious or-
Aganisation, The Old Path
Revival Commission, has
raised concerns over the
prevalence of hypertension
and self-medication, urging
residents to prioritise regular
health checks and seek pro-
fessional medical care.

The concern was raised dur-
ing a free medical outreach
organised by the church as
part of activities marking its
2026 Annual Women’s Con-
vention. Some beneficiaries
recorded high blood pres-
sure readings and were re-
ferred for further assessment
and treatment.

Speaking during the pro-
gramme, General Physician

atIsolo General Hospital, Dr
Roseline Nwanebu, urged
residents, particularly
women, to prioritise their
health through regular
checks, healthy lifestyles,
early detection and prompt
treatment.

Nwanebu cautioned against
assuming one was healthy
simply because hypertension
had never been diagnosed,
stressing the importance of
regular blood pressure mon-
itoring.

She encouraged those who
could afford it to have reli-
able blood pressure moni-
tors at home, while advising
others tovisit health facilities
periodically for checks.

How Nigeria can close revenue gap,
channel $6.25b into healthcare

By ljeoma Nwanosike

ANIGERIAN business management

diplomat,
Adeyinka Asekun, has said Nigeria could
generate up to $6.25 billion yearly for
healthcare by closing a quarter of its es-
timated revenue gap and investing the

professional  and

proceeds in the sector.

Asekun, a former Nigerian High Com-
missioner to Canada, said Nigeria had
strong healthcare demand but lacked a
system capable of turning it into de-
pendable services and investable op-

portunities.

He said government could not achieve
universal healthcare alone, stressing the
need for increased public financing, pri-
vate investment and stronger coordina-

tion among providers, insurers, manu-
facturers, pharmacies, technology firms,
banks and investors.

According to him, Nigeria could draw
lessons from the telecommunications
revolution, where government created
credible rules, licensed operators and
built investor confidence rather than
providing the infrastructure itself.

“Capital moves when rules are credible,
demand is organised and paymentis de-
pendable,” he said, identifying pharma-
ceutical manufacturing, diagnostics,
primary healthcare, supply chains, facil-
ity power and digital health as major in-
vestment opportunities.

However, he said many opportunities
remained concepts rather than in-
vestable projects because investors

lacked clarity on operating models,
revenue sources, regulation, risks, re-

turns and payment security.

Asekun said strengthening the
healthcare market should begin with
domestic resource mobilisation. Cit-
ing AfriCatalystresearch, he said Nige-
ria forfeited between $12.5 billion and
$25 billion in revenue annually, with
the compliance gap larger than the
policy gap.

He urged government to focus on
collecting revenue already legally due,
reducing leakages, simplifying com-
pliance and strengthening digital ad-
ministration, rather than imposing
additional taxes on households al-
ready burdened by inflation.
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2027: Okorie warns against violence in South-East

From Lawrence Njoku, Enugu

UNDING National
Chairman of the All
Progressives Grand Alliance
(APGA), Chekwas Okorie, has
asked South-East governors
not to allow the zone to slide
into “a theatre of war” as a
result of the quest for political
power in the 2027 elections.

He called on the Chairman of
the South-East Governors
Forum (SEGF), Hope
Uzodimma, to convene an
emergency and extraordinary
meeting of the forum tonip in
the bud the rapidly deteriorat-
ing security situation in the
region.

Okorie, who was reacting to
reports of attacks on opposi-
tion party members in the
region, said they would be
held responsible should the
region be turned into a war
zone.

“No matter how the Federal
Government of Nigeria may
downplay the situation in the
North, the painful truth is that
wars are raging in the North-
West and North-East sectors.
Despite the assistance of the
United States of America, the

Okorocha denies arrest
as Police probe alleged
forgery, conspiracy

From Leo Sobechi, Abuja

E Nigeria Police Force
(NPF) said it has released
former Imo State Governor,
Rochas Okorocha, on admin-
istrative bail after interrogat-
ing him for about one hour
over allegations of criminal
conspiracy, forgery, and
impersonation.
The Force Public Relations
Officer, CSP Anietie Iniedu,
who confirmed his release
yesterday, explained that the
former Senator representing
Imo West Senatorial District
was released on bail follow-
ing brief questioning on
Monday night but was direct-
ed to return to the Force
Headquarters in Abuja yester-
day for further interrogation
as investigations into the
alleged crimes continue.
Police operatives reportedly
arrested the former governor
on Monday night, October 12,
2026, at the REIZ Continental
Hotel in the Central Business
District of Abuja. The arrest
was executed after Okorocha
allegedly failed to honourvol-
untary invitations extended
to him on several occasions
by police authorities in con-
nection with ongoing crimi-
nal investigations.
According to police sources,
Okorocha was initially invit-
ed on September 2, 2026.
However, the meeting was
rescheduled to September 8,
2026, at the instance of his
legal team.
The former governor subse-
quently failed to show up on
the agreed date, prompting
law enforcement officers to
track him down at the Abuja
hotel and enforce a court-
ordered arrest.

Mbah orders probe into Enugu political violence

wars have not abated.

“Our current South-East gov-
ernors will be held account-
able if Igboland becomes
another war zone. 56 years
after the end of the fratricidal
war in the former Eastern
Region, the scars and destruc-

tion of that war are still fester-
ing and unaddressed,” he
said.

Okorie lamented what he
described as a “dangerous
trend in a desperate struggle
for political power through
conquest instead of the ballot

Deputy Inspector General of Police in charge of the Department of Logistics and Supply/ Coordinating DIG, Sou

box in line with the tenets of
democracy and the laws of
Nigeria in the build-up to the
2027 general elections in
Igboland.”

EANWHILE, the Enugu

tate Governor, Peter
Mbah, has called for a thor-

L L

ough and impartial police
investigation into the recent
violence at a political gather-
ing in the state, assuring that
anyone found responsible
would face the law regardless
of political affiliation.

Mbah, in an address to the
people of Enugu State yester-
day, expressed concern over

ks //

th-East, Kenechukwu Onwuemelie(eﬂ) ;

retired Deputy IGP, Frank Mba, and Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ambassador Bianca Odumegwu-Ojukwu, at the birthday celebration of Mba and the
unveiling of his law firm, Frank Mba Legal, held at Frank Mba Legal office, Wuse 2, Abuja.

BAECC wins as court strikes out Benin—Asaba expressway project suit

By Opeyemi Babalola

’IHE Federal High Court in
Abuja has struck out a suit
filed by the Society of Public
Interest Lawyers in Nigeria (SPl-
LAW) over the condition of the
Benin-Asaba Expressway after
the Benin-Asaba Expressway
Concession Company Limited
(BAECC) carried out remedial
works.

Justice Inyang Ekwo struck out
the suit, marked
FHCJABJ|CSJ2171/2026, after SP-
LAW informed the court that
the Concessionaire had com-
menced remedial works on the
strategic highway and that the
initial traffic congestion had

subsequently eased.

The Benin-Asaba Expressway
Concession Company Limited
(BAECC) rejected claims that it
failed to carry out remedial
works on the Benin-Asaba
Expressway. Sources from the
company maintained that it
has continued palliative inter-
ventions on critical sections of
the highway.

According  to the
Concessionaire, those mea-
sures reduced congestion and
improved vehicular move-
ment through some of the sec-
tions most affected by the con-
gestion.

Following the ruling, BAECC

will continue with the ongoing
construction work along the
Benin-Asaba corridor.
At the proceedings, counsel to
SPILAW, J. O. Aikpokpo-Martins,
informed the court that the
plaintiff had filed a notice of
discontinuance dated October
12,2026, in view of the develop-
ment.

The plaintiff subsequently
urged the court tostrike out the
suit, an application that was
not opposed by counsel to the
other parties, being the
Attorney General of the
Federation, the Minister of
Works, and the Concessionaire.

The Attorney-General of the

Shell to sell Nigerian gas distribution business to Vaaris

By Waliat Musa
HELL Petroleum B.V. has
lagreed to sell its entire inter-
est in Shell Nigeria Gas Group
to Nigerian energy company,
Vaaris Energy Limited, as the
energy major continues to
streamline its portfolio and
concentrate investment on
deepwater and integrated gas
operations.
The transaction, which is sub-

ject to regulatory conditions
and approvals, covers a
domestic gas distribution
business with more than 130
connected commercial and
industrial customers across
Ogun, Abia and Rivers states.
Established in 1998, Shell
Nigeria Gas Limited operates
about 170 kilometres of
pipeline infrastructure sup-
plying natural gas to industri-

al and commercial customers.

Shell's Country Chair in
Nigeria, Elohor Aiboni, said the
business had served cus-
tomers in the country for more
than 25 years.

“Shell Nigeria Gas has served
industrial and commercial
customers in Nigeria for more
than 25 years, supported by the
commitment and expertise of
its people. We believe this

Federation and the Minister of
Works, listed as the second and
third defendants, were repre-
sented by A. A. Raji. The legal

team  representing the
Concessionaire was led by Wole
Olanipekun.

SPILAW instituted the action
on September 11, 2026, seeking
judicial intervention over the
condition of the expressway.
Among the reliefs sought were
the cancellation or termination
of the expressway’s concession
agreement, an order directing
the Federal Government to take
appropriate control of the road,
and urgent rehabilitation of
damaged sections.

agreement provides a much
stronger platform for the busi-
ness’ next chapter under new
ownership. Shell continues to
focus on strategic Deepwater
and Integrated Gas positions
in Nigeria,” Aiboni said.

The transaction includes Shell
Nigeria Gas Holding B.V, estab-
lished in 2019, which holds all
but one of the shares in Shell
Nigeria Gas Limited.

Fubara urges security operatives to resist undue influence, extols Disu

From Ann Godwin (Port Harcourt)
and Lawrence Njoku (Enugu)

IVERS State Governor,

iminalayi Fubara, has
urged security operatives to
remain impartial, resist
undue influence and uphold
professionalism in the dis-
charge of their constitutional
duties, citing the Inspector-

General of Police (IGP),
Olatunji Rilwan Disu, as a wor-
thy example.

Fubara said Disu demonstrat-
ed professionalism, balance
and commitment to duty

IGP lauds Mbah’s commitment to public safety, security

while serving in Rivers State
during a period of intense
political crisis, urging other
security personnel to emulate
his conduct.

The governor stated this yes-
terday when the IGP paid a
courtesy visit to the
Government House, Port
Harcourt. The IGP was in Port
Harcourt for a book launch on
the ‘Origins of Police in
Nigeria.

Fubara said he was particular-
ly pleased to receive Disu in his

new capacity as the nation’s
police chief, recalling that he
had served in Rivers State dur-
ing one of its most difficult
periods.
He urged security personnel
to remain focused on their
constitutional responsibili-
ties, regardless of political
pressures or other external
influences.
FANWHILE, the IGP, Disu,
as commended Enugu
State Governor, Peter Mbabh,
for his commitment to public

safety and security.

He lauded Mbah for sponsor-
ing the refurbishment and
repair of twelve operational
vehicles, which were previous-
lyin deplorable condition,and
for his continued efforts at
improving security infrastruc-
ture in the state.

“This intervention represents
a practical demonstration of
visionary leadership, prudent
resource utilisation and a gen-
uine commitment to strength-
ening the operational capacity
of the Nigeria Police Force, par-
ticularly in Enugu State.

reports of violence, particular-
ly a shooting incident that left
acitizen injured.

The governor said his imme-
diate concern was the welfare
of those injured, residents
who experienced fear during
the incident, and families
affected by the violence.

He assured the victims and
affected residents that their

safety and  well-being
remained a priority for his
administration.

College old boys invest
in human capital

development
From Owede Aghajileke, Abuja
ECONDARY school stu-
dents have been urged to
build character, competence
and discipline early, with
stakeholders warning that
leadership begins long
before individuals assume
positions of authority.

The call was made at the
2026  Future  Leaders
Conference organised by the
Government College Ughelli
0ld Boys Association (GCUO-
BA), Class of ’88, which
brought together students,
educators, professionals and
entrepreneurs to discuss
leadership, artificial intelli-
gence, financial literacy, sub-
stance abuse prevention and
the future of work.

Held at the school hall, the
conference featured 210 stu-
dentsand 42 teachers from 21
invited secondary schools,
alongside students of
Government College Ughelli
and other participants.

Glowcheck boss secures
grant for digital STI
verification platform

E Founder
Glowcheck, Ifeanyi
Umezulike, has secured
grant funding from Hatch to
advance the United Kingdom
(UK)-based sexual health veri-
fication platform and sup-
port its next phase of
research, product develop-
ment, and partner discovery.
The idea for Glowcheck
began with a personal experi-
ence that exposed a wider
problem around disclosure
and trust. After seeing a close
friend’s lifelong Sexually
Transmitted Infections (STI)
diagnosis minimised by a
partner, Ifeanyi began ques-
tioning why important sexu-
al health conversations still
rely heavily on verbal reassur-
ance when so much of mod-
ern life can be verified digital-
ly.
That question became the
foundation for Glowcheck: a
platform designed to help
people keep a portable
record of their sexual health
testing, understand results
more clearly and, where they
choose, share verified infor-
mation with a partner.

The model is intended to
work with partnered clinics
and laboratories to ensure
results are reliable.

of
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AHF-Nigeria urges
Girls Act model

adoption

GROUP, AIDS Healthcare
oundation (AHF), has
urged governments, women
and adolescent girls to adopt
the Girls Act model on HIV
prevention and management
toenable the next generation
of Nigerian girls to grow up
informed, independent, and
free of HIV.

Citing the Joint United Na-
tions  Programme  on
HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), it noted
thatwomen have a higher in-
fection record and face a
roughly two-fold higher bio-
logical acquisition risk per
unprotected heterosexual act
due to larger mucosal surface
area and longer exposure to
seminal fluids,among others.

Against the foregoing, it said
the Girls Act - an AHF global,
girl-led programme built on
the principle of “For Girls, By
Girls,” aims to prevent HIV
and STI transmission, support
infected girls to stay on treat-
ment, reduce unplanned
pregnancies and keep girlsin
school.

Listing financial independ-
ence among the strongest
protections against the
poverty that exposes girls to
HIV, AHF said it empowers the
younger women by support-
ing girls who want to return
to school.

It also trains others in life
skills and helps them to set
up, with those in Abuja and
Benue learning tie-and-dye,
bead-making, and tote-bag
production, among others.

FG tasks youths

on job creation

THE Federal Government
hasurged Nigerian youths
to become job creators in-
stead of seeing themselves
only as applicants for govern-
ment employment.

The Chairman, Federal Civil
Service Commission (FCSC),
Prof. Tunji Olaopa, made the
call yesterday in Abuja in a
commendation letter to the
promoters of AFRIKARS Inc on
the launch of the new com-
panyin the automobile sector
of the economy.

Noting the federal govern-
ment's efforts to open up op-
portunities in the public
sector for the employed
youths, Olaopa said, however,
that it was imperative for
youths to draw inspiration
from the promoters of
AFRIKARS as entrepreneurs.

He stated that while an effec-
tive, professional and compe-
tent civil service requires
qualified, committed and ca-
pable Nigerians for national
development, the nation’s
population size and scale of
economic aspirations make it
imperative to broaden the un-
derstanding of employment,
productivity and wealth cre-
ation.

Therefore, “our young peo-
ple must increasingly see
themselves not only as appli-
cants for available jobs but
also as potential creators of
enterprises.

Falana urges govs to utilise N267b basic education funds

By Yetunde Ayobami Ojo

HUMAN rights lawyer,
Femi Falana, SAN, has

urged all the governors and
the Minister of the Federal
Capital Territory (FCT) to
utilise the released N267 bil-
lion intervention funds and
access over N65 billion in
the available counterpart
funding for basic education.
Falana, who is the chair-
man of the Alliance on Sur-
viving Covid-19 and Beyond
(ASCAB), said the funds
should be used to ensure
that Nigerian children have
access to free, compulsory
and universal basic educa-
tion, in line with the law.
He spoke in reaction to a
disclosure by the Universal
Basic Education Commis-
sion (UBEC) thatabout N267
billion in released interven-
tion funds remained
unutilised as of August,
while states were yet to ac-
cess over N65 billion in
counterpart funding.

The Federal High Court had
ruled on November 28,2025,
that the federal and 36 state
governments and the FCT
have a binding obligation to
provide free, compulsory
and universal basic educa-
tion for every Nigerian child
of primary and junior sec-
ondary school age.

Consequently, Falana urged

the authorities to fulfil their
statutory obligations on the
right of every Nigerian child
to free and compulsory ba-
siceducation, as guaranteed
by the Free, Compulsory
Universal Basic Education
Act.

He also called on the fed-

eral government to provide
at least one meal daily for
schoolchildren to improve
school enrolment and nutri-
tion, in line with the Na-
tional Social Investment
Programme Agency Act
Meanwhile, with political
campaigns ongoing, the AS-

CAB chairman urged the
mass media to challenge all
registered political parties
and their candidates to
make public their pro-
grammes for implementing
free and compulsory basic
education and school feed-
ing.
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Group Managing Director/Chief Executive Officer of the United Bank for Africa (UBA) Plc, Oliver Alawuba,
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signing the condolence register during his visit to the Nigerian Air Force (NAF) Headquarters in Abuja to com-
miserate with the service over the NAF 93l crash.Standing at his back is the Principal Staff Officer of the Mis-
sion, NAF, Group Capt. F. 0. Olanrewaju.

Appeal Court quashes case against Saraki as abuse of process

By Yetunde Ayohami Ojo

IN a unanimous decision,
the Court of Appeal has
dismissed the Kwara State
Government’s criminal
defamation and cyberbully-
ing case against the former
Senate President, Dr Bukola
Saraki, declaring that the
charge and the evidence pro-
duced disclosed no offence
by the appellant.

In a judgment read by Jus-
tice Ridwan Abdullahi on be-
half of himself and Justices
Gabriel Kolawole and Abdu
Dogo, the court held that
Saraki’s statement has noth-
ing about which Governor

Abdulrahman Abdulrazaq
complained could incite vio-
lence in any part of Kwara, or
cause the breakdown of law
and order.

The judges noted that all
the evidence and witnesses'
statements supplied in sup-
port of the charge did not
disclose that Saraki's state-
ment led to any breach of the
peace in the state but merely
showed that those who testi-
fied felt dissatisfied with the
statement.

They further stressed that
the Administration of Crimi-
nal Justice Act, the Penal
Code Law of Kwara State,and
the Cybercrime and Cyber-

bullying Law were not en-
acted for the purpose of pro-
tecting individuals against
statements that they were
uncomfortable with.

Also, the court held that,
while a state attorney-gen-
eral and that of the federa-
tion have wide powers to
institute criminal cases, such
powers cannot be exercised
in a manner prejudicial and
oppressive to any individual,
or to violate the fundamen-
tal human rights of citizens.

Consequently, the judges
ordered that the case insti-
tuted at the Kwara State High
Court against Saraki over his
allegation that Abdulrazaq

did not complete secondary
education, and that his level
of education was affecting
his judgement, cannot be
sustained.

Reacting to the judgement,
Saraki said he has once again
been vindicated that nobody
can successfully muffle the
voice of dissent, particularly
when those in government
fail in their responsibility to
the people.

He insisted that if the need
arises, he will reiterate his po-
sition on Abdulrazaq’s level
of education, adding that he
would not keep quiet when
issues of public interest de-
serve his comment.

Nigerian, Ugandan youth innovators power Abuja IDP camp, aid farmers

By Waliat Musa
NIGERIAN youth innovator
and founder of LightEd,
Stanley Anigbogu, has con-
verted 600kg of discarded
plastics into a solar-powered
energy hub for internally dis-
placed persons (IDPs) in
Abuja.

The 2025 Commonwealth
Young Person of the Year es-
tablished the Lighthouse for
Peace project at Durumi IDP
camp, where 30 solar street-
lights and 20 floodlights pro-
vide lighting, while the
energy hub charges over 250
devices weekly.

The project transformed al-
most 30,000 discarded plas-
tic bottles of about 600kg
into a community energy
hub, providing lighting for
children to study after sunset

and creating opportunities
for young volunteers to ac-
quire green skills.

In Uganda, an entrepreneur
and the 2026 Common-
wealth Young Person of the
Year, Shifra Ainomugisha, is
also deploying solar technol-
ogy and artificial intelligence
(AI) to help farmers reduce
post-harvest losses.

She is using solar-powered
cold storage, irrigation and Al
to help smallholder farmers
preserve produce, improve
productivity and increase
their earnings.

Anigbogu serves on the 23-
member International Task-
force shaping the 2026
Commonwealth Youth Fo-
rum, scheduled for Novem-
ber 2 to 4 in Antigua and
Barbuda, alongside the Com-

monwealth Heads of Govern-
ment Meeting.

Both are expected to share
their experiences of develop-
ing solar-powered and Al-en-
abled  solutions, with
recommendations, at the fo-
rum.

Speaking on his initiative,
Anigbogu, who founded
LightEd in 2020, drawing
from his childhood experi-
ence of unreliable electricity
to develop solutions that ad-
dress energy challenges in
underserved communities,
said he wants to “ensure that
darkness never limits an-
other child's ambition.”

He also founded Artechubs
Nigeria to address educa-
tional challenges through
technology, as well as Re-

build Inc., a hardware re-
search, development and en-
gineering studio working to
close Africa's infrastructure
gap.
Similarly, Ainomugisha co-
founded and leads Solafam
Uganda Ltd - a women-led so-
cial enterprise that emerged
from her experience on her
family's tomato farm in west-
ern Uganda, where she wit-
nessed produce spoil before
reaching the market.
Solafam uses solar-powered
cold rooms to preserve pro-
duce, solar irrigation systems
to support farmers during
dry spells and LYN Al, a What-
sApp-based adviser that
guides planting, pest control,
irrigation, harvesting and
market decisions.

Falana further called for
the removal of school-age
children from the streets
across the federation with-
out further delay, using the
country's enormous re-
sources to ensure basic edu-
cation for every child of
school age.

PCC resolves 716,688
of .28m complaints
intwo years

From Sodig Omolaoye, Abuja

HE Public Complaints

Commission (PCC) said it
received 1,281,984 complaints
since September 2024 and re-
solved 716,688 cases, leaving
562,296 cases pending, as its
reforms target service im-
provement and curtailing
maladministration  across
public institutions.

PCC Chief Commissioner,
Bashir Abubakar, disclosed
this to newsmen in Abuja yes-
terday while presenting an
account of his stewardship
since assuming office on Sep-
tember 24, 2024. He noted
that complaint index statis-
tics and data have surged in
recent times.

Abubakar said the leader-
ship of the National Assembly
had charged them with repo-
sitioning the commission for
more efficient performance
and effective service delivery.

He listed the commission’s
administrative and opera-
tional reforms to include im-
provement in staff welfare,
increased funding proposals,
nationwide staff verification,
capacity development.

Farotimi parts
ways with Afenifere,

leadership
By Kehinde Olatunji

OLITICAL activist and hu-

man rights lawyer, Dele
Farotimi, said he has formally
withdrawn from the Yoruba
socio-political organisation,
Afenifere, ending an associa-
tion that began in1998.

In a statement titled “My Exit
from Afenifere,” Farotimi de-
clared yesterday that he has
severed all ties with the or-
ganisation and its leadership,
stressing that Afenifere's lead-
ership would no longer rep-
resent his views.

Recalling that his association
with the group began in1998,
when he served as the pioneer
chairman of Binukonu, Faro-
timi described his involve-
ment with Afenifere as an
important part of his public
engagement and contribu-
tion to the country's political
and social aspirations.

Against this background, he
expressed gratitude for the ex-
periences, opportunities and
the platform it provided him
to contribute to collective as-
pirations.

However, he said he had de-
cided to end the relationship,
stressing that Afenifere's lead-
ership would no longer rep-
resent his views.
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2027 Africa Cup of Nations Qualifying Series

NFF: Super Eagles not considering
relocating to Lagos for home games

By Christian Okpara

OLLOWING the Super Eagles’ disastrous

outing in Bissau, where the team lost 0-
3 to Guinea-Bissau in their second game of
the 2027 Africa Cup of Nations qualifying
series, the Nigeria Football Federation has
started preparations to ensure that the
team does not suffer such a fate again in the
series.

The NFFis considering hosting the firstleg
of the tie in Uyo on November 11, while the
return leg has been tentatively fixed for No-
vember 15 in Zanzibar.

But there have also been reports that the
NFFis considering the newly renovated Tes-
lim Balogun Stadium in Lagos, pending
CAF's approval, for the Nigerian leg of the
tie.

However, a top official of the NFF, who
pleaded anonymity, told The Guardian
yesterday that the federation is notin a hur-
ry to take the Eagles to Lagos or any other
venue for the qualifiers.

He said that taking the players away from
Uyo now could be counter-productive as

Availability to determine choice of players for clash with Taifa Stars

backfire.”
He said: “Lagos is under consideration, but
Uyo remains the venue for our games. Before
we take any match to Teslim Balogun Sta-
dium, we must first of all sound out the play-
ersand know how they feel about that. After
that, we may start with friendly games to feel
the vibes from fans and test other parame-
ters before taking any qualifier to Lagos.
“The players have been playing in Uyo for up
toadecade, and it would be unwise for us to
move them to Lagos just like that. Besides, Tes-
lim Balogun Stadium is not yet ready to host
any game. When Lagos State completes the
work on the stadium, our inspectors will go
to see it and advise the NFF on what to do.

“That would take some time, and the
match is less than a month away.”

The Godswill Akpabio Stadium hosted

Nigeria’s first match in a 2-2 draw against |

South Africa in an AFCON qualifier on No-
vember 19, 2014, and has since staged nu-
merous important fixtures involving the na-

competitive home matches elsewhere, in-
cluding in Lagos and Abuja, demonstrating
that alternative venues remain possible.

The source said that the NFFand the Super
Eagles’ technical crew have started moni-
toring the players in Coach Eric Chelle’s pool
todecide who among them are available for
the game before sending
out invitations to the cho-
sen ones.

Helios Sports backs $20 billion Africa’s
sports economy growth by 2035

By Christian Okpara

HELIOS Sports and Enter-

tainment Group has
backed the projection that
Africa’s sports economy will

grow to $35 billion by 2035,
which itsaid Nigeria mustbe
ready to benefit from.

The outfit affirms that Nige-
ria’s sports economy is enter-
inga period of increased com-
mercial activity, with more
than N50 billion in private-sec-
tor investmentattracted into
the sectorin 2025 as growing
global demand for African
sports and entertainment con-
verges with ayoung, digitally
connected consumer baseand
an increasingly prominent
pool of athletic talent.

Inadocument made avail-
able to The Guardian, the

FIFAPresidentGianni
Infantino allegedly
received an additional

outfit said: “Across Africa, the
underlying opportunity is be-
coming increasingly signifi-
cant. Africa’s sports economy
is projected to reach $20 bil-
lion by 2035 (Simpson T,
Calvey P: How Africa’s Sporting
Appetite Could Spark Eco-
nomic Growth.2024).

“From a modest growth of 2.8
per cent in 2023, the market s
expected to more than double
by 2028, making it one of the
top three regions in the world,
according to PwC'’s Global
Sports Survey. At the same
time, a growing youth popu-
lation and rising demand for
diverse sports and entertain-
ment content are creating
favourable conditions for
long-term industry develop-
ment in the region.”

Infantino in fresh controversy over
S1.76m ‘compensation’ payment

other from FWC2026 US Inc.,
the company established to
organise the 2026 World Cup.

$1.76 million in compen-
sation in 2024 that was

FIFA’s 2024 yearly report list-

the team would be forced to adjusttoany tional team.

venue in a competitive game, “which could

However, the Super Eagles have also played

NBBF Crisis: Presidential candidates petition Tinubu

over alleged election manipulation

From Emest Nzor, Abuja
ONCERNED stakeholders
and presidential candi-

dates in the forthcoming

Nigeria Basketball Federa-

tion (NBBF) elections, on

Tuesday, petitioned President

Bola Ahmed Tinubu over al-

leged grave irregularities and

constitutional breaches in
the electoral process for the

2026-2030 term.

In a petition dated 12th Oc-
tober, 2026, addressed to the

President and copied to the

ator Godswill Akpabio, the
Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, Rt. Hon. Abbas
Tajudeen, and the Secretary
to the Government of the
Federation, Senator George
Akume, the stakeholders ac-
cused the outgoing Presi-
dent of the NBBF, Engr. Ah-
madu Musa Kida, who is also
the Chairman of NNPC Ltd, of
compromising the process.

The petition was jointly
signed by three presidential
aspirants - Mr Igoche Mark,
Presidential

not publicly disclosed
by football’s world gov-
erning body, potential-
\ ly violating its own
statutes, The Times of
London reported yes-
terday, as per aa.com.tr.
According to the British
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Candidate/North
Central Rep, Mr
Olumide Oyedeji,

Presidential Candi- newspaper, Infantino
date/[NBBF Mem- received two separate
ber/South West Rep, salaries: one from

FIFA in Switzerland,
disclosed in its year-
ly report, and an-

and Mr Ejike Ugboa- |
ja, Presidential Can-
didate/South East
Rep.

According to the
petitioners, theyare ___
deeply  worried
about the direction —
of the elections. s
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ed Infantino’s compensation
at 4.274 million Swiss francs
(85.13 million), while a filing
with the US.Internal Revenue
Service showed he received
an additional $1.76 million
from the organising company
that year.

FIFA’s former governance
committee chairman, Miguel
Maduro, described the fail-
ure to disclose the payments
as “a clear violation of FIFA’s
statutes” and called for an in-
dependent investigation.

Dangote Cement to host 2026 Unity
. Cup for inter-community peace

standing, healthy competi-

tion, youth development,and
sustainable relationships
among its hostand catchment
communities.

The inter-community sport-
ing competition is designed to
strengthen relationships
among the participating com-
munities while promoting
healthy competition, social
inclusion and sustainable
community relations.

President of the Senate, Sen- - ANGOTE Ce-

ment Plc, Oba-
jana Plant, yesterday; disclosed
that it is set to host the 2026
Unity Football Tournament,
aninter-commu-
nity sporting
competition
designed to
promote
peace, uni-
ty, mutu-
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UEFA Champions League /

Luis Enrique targets record-equalling .~
third straight title with PSG |

* Maresca: ‘City need the perfect game to overcome defending champions’

S Saint-Germain coach Luis En-  2015.

rique has set his sights on his team  "These (Man Cityand Barcelona)aretwo
equalling Real Madrid's feat of three teams thatlove winning the Champi-

straight Champions League titles thissea-  ons League, who have already won it , al un-  Group Head, Social Perform-
Son, reports espn.com. and who are among the favourites,” der ance, Dangote Cement Plc, Mr
Madrid accomplished thatwhenitbeat  Luis Enrique said. "There are six, sev- Wakeel Olayiwola, disclosed
Liverpool in the final in 2018. Luis Enrique ~ en or eight teams capable of win- thisinastatement, describing
has guided PSG to back-to-back Cham- ning this ChampionsLeague. We're the tournamentas an impor-
pions League trophies and three Ligue1 one of them, butit1l be tough, and tant platform for deepening
titles since taking the helm in July2023.  we're not the clear favourites." — engagement between the

company and its host com-
munities through sports and
youth participation.

"We've won it (Champions League)
twice in a row, but that's no reason to
stop," the Spanish coach said.

"We're built to play in the Champions
League. We have an extra incentive: to try

Meanwhile, Man City Manager
Enzo Maresca says City will need
the perfect game to overcome PSG
at the Etihad this night.

Today’s latest UEFA Champions

<\
= Solution

and achieve something that only Real League clash at the Etihad promis- ™ < R i C =
Madrid has managed todo so far.It'sa es to be one of the most eagerly = ~ = L = [l
special goal." awaited contests of the season to = =1= R e e
PSG opened their European campaign date. It pits Maresca’s men - who il L N Nl e e o = =
with a 6-1demolition of Slovan Bratisla- have made a perfect start to the season- ‘ = ~ | D S .
va last month. They play at Manchester againstLuis Enrique’s . . ' 3 Nl T A JlAalo T InNTes] o
City today and host Luis Enrique's former  back-to-back Eu- - PSG defeated Arsenal via penalties to win = —= ESdl : = s
club Barcelona on Oct. 20, whom he ropean champi- - - the UEFA Champions League last season. 1111t T
guided to Champions League glory in  ons. g ‘ - Y E|lc]|o Tilrl~AlP|leEl=1¢E
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Discount or subsidy, Nigerians need a breather

E arguments for Nigeria’s reforms are unend-
ing and justifiable, but necessity cannot become
an excuse for endless pain. Nearly three and a half
years after the removal of the petrol subsidy and
the unification of the exchange-rate regime, mil-
lions of households are still paying the price for
decisions taken in the name of fiscal discipline. The
question out there is simply: when will the fiscal
gains end everyday pain? With less than 100 days to
the 2027 elections, Nigerians are still being asked to
endure the pains for the “reform gains.” Will these
gains deliver a visible, predictable and inclusive
relief system for ordinary Nigerians?

On Monday, a new report by the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) and the Oxford
Poverty and Human Development Initiative (OPHI)
showed that an additional 17.9 million Nigerians
fell into multidimensional poverty between 2021
and 2024, the highest increase recorded by any
country globally. “In absolute terms, the largest
increase in the number of poor people is seen in
Nigeria, where although poverty had decreased in
the previous period (2018-2021), in the recent peri-
od (2021-2024), 17.9 million people became multi-
dimensionally poor, followed by 5.3 million in
Afghanistan,” the report stated.

The findings place Nigeria among five countries
that recorded increases in multidimensional
poverty during their respective assessment peri-
ods, alongside Afghanistan, the Central African
Republic, Guinea and Kyrgyzstan. Nigeria has no
reason to be ranked among these countries. The
development highlights the scale of Nigeria’s
poverty challenge, particularly as rising living
costs, food insecurity and inadequate access to
essential services continue to put pressure on
households.

The debate over the recent petrol discount at
NNPC Retail stations has reopened an old argu-
ment: should government offer a discount, restore
asubsidy, or do neither? The more honest question
is different. How does a government that has freed
up substantial fiscal space protect citizens whose
purchasing power has collapsed? A temporary
pump discount, useful as it may be, is not a social
policy. Nigeria needsa comprehensive cushioning
framework—cash support, transport relief, food
security, energy access and wage protection—
designed before the next shock, not improvised
after public anger becomes impossible to ignore.
The burden is real
Since May 2023, the removal of the petrol subsidy
has transformed the cost of living. Petrol is not
merely a fuel; in Nigeria, it is the lifeblood of trans-
portation, food distribution, small businesses, gen-
erators, artisans and public services. When its price
rises, the effect travels quickly from the filling sta-
tion to the market, the classroom, the clinic and
the family table. NBS-based reporting shows aver-
age petrol prices rising fivefold, from about N238
per litre in May 2023 to roughly N1,350 per litre in
2026.

The World Bank warned early that the reforms
would be painful: the end of the petrol subsidy and
the move to a marketreflective exchange rate
increased retail petrol prices by an average of 163
per cent, while inflation reached 27.3 per cent year-
on-year in October 2023. Those figures were not
abstract statistics. They meant parents postponing
medical care, traders reducing stock, workers
spending more of their wages on transport, and
families eating fewer, less nutritious meals. Today,
many Nigerians have to make difficult choices
about necessities.

The government argues that the reforms have
raised revenue, stabilised the economyand created
room for investment. Even if one accepts that
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Coordinating Minister of the Economy, Taiwo Oyedele

macroeconomic argument, it does not answer the
immediate question facing a civil servant, a com-
mercial driver, a market woman or a pensioner:
how do they survive until the promised gains
reach them? An economy can record growth, high-
er reserves and improved revenue while its people
grow poorer in real terms. That is precisely the
political and moral danger Nigeria now faces.
Relief must be targeted, not blanket

The government is right to resist a return to the old
blanket petrol subsidy. But rejecting a subsidy is
not the same as rejecting relief. The current petrol
discount, expected to be seen as a short-term sta-
biliser, is not a substitute for a credible social com-
pact. One month will make no difference in the
lives of many Nigerians already struggling to live.

The sparing discount is limited to NNPC Retail sta-
tions and has been extended until the end of
October, while the government insists it is not a
return to a universal subsidy. That limitation mat-
ters:a discount available only through selected sta-
tions, apps, or digital channels risks excluding
rural dwellers, informal workers, and people with-
out smartphones or reliable Internet access.

Relief must therefore be designed around access,
not announcements. A household in a rural com-
munity should not need an app to eat. A commer-
cial driver should not have to queue for hours to
benefit from a policy meant to reduce transport
costs. The government’s own critics have made this
point: access hurdles around the petrol discount
have been raised by motorists, while civil-society
groups have called for transparent cash transfers,
transport support and lower food costs.

What a serious relief plan looks like

Nigeria needs a time-bound National Cost-of-
Living Relief Programme, coordinated across fed-
eral and state governments, with clear eligibility
criteria, public dashboards, and independent
audits. It should include six practical components.

First, expand and regularise cash transfers. The
government says targeted transfers have reached
more than 10 million households, and an IMF
assessment reportedly found that 9.2 million
households were enrolled, against a target of 15
million, with beneficiaries receiving at most three
payments of N25,000 since 2023. That is not
enough. Payments must be frequent, predictable

and adjusted for inflation. A one-off N25,000 pay-
ment cannot offset years of rising transport, food
and energy costs.

Second, protect low-income workers and small
businesses. The new tax laws, which took effect in
January 2026, include a zero VAT rate on essential
goods, exemptions for small businesses earning
under N100 million, and rent relief for eligible
taxpayers. These measures can help, but their ben-
efits must be communicated clearly and enforced
in markets. Traders should not use tax reform as
cover to raise prices. The government should pub-
lish a simple list of zero-rated essentials and mon-
itor retail compliance. The FCCPC is overwhelmed
by complaints about price gouging, but its inter-
vention is limited by its own challenges (staff
capacity and presence in all states).

Third, invest directly in affordable mass trans-
portation. CNG buses, rail expansion and sub-
sidised student and worker transport schemes
would deliver relief every working day. The
administration has highlighted CNG deployment
as part of its cost-of-living response. But the latest
data, as published by The Guardian, reveal less
than 15 per cent penetration almost four years lat-
er.

Fourth, make food security a national emergency
priority. Food inflation hits poor households
hardest because they spend a large share of
income on necessities. Fifth, support household
energy. Petrol discounts help motorists, but many
families depend on cooking gas, kerosene, elec-
tricity or solar alternatives.

Sixth, protect wages and pensions. Public-sector
wage adjustments must keep pace with inflation,
and states should not be left behind simply
because they receive lower allocations (this has
changed for States but not for their workers).
Pensioners, who cannot easily return to work,
deserve protection. The cost of healthcare in old
age is a reality that cannot be ignored. Many pen-
sioners can hardly survive on their pension or get
medical care.

Other countries chose their citizens

Nigeria is not the first country to face a global
cost-ofliving shock. The difference is that many
governments treated household protection as an

The choice before policymakers is not
“discount or subsidy.” It is between a
relief system that reaches the vulnerable
and a political strategy that merely man-
ages anger until votes are counted.
Nigerians have endured fuel-price
shocks, naira depreciation, food inflation
and rising rents. They have been asked to
be patient while reforms mature.
Patience, however, is not infinite—and it
should never be the only social policy
available to the poor.
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urgent duty, not an afterthought. When energy
prices surged after Russia invaded Ukraine, the
United Kingdom introduced an Energy Price
Guarantee that limited the unit price households
paid for gas and electricity. A typical household was
protected at around £2,500 per year, with an esti-
mated saving of £1,000 annually; a separate £400
Energy Bill Support Scheme was applied automati-
cally through electricity bills.

The policy was expensive, and its design was later
debated, but it gave families certainty during a
period of extreme uncertainty. The United
Kingdom'’s support was also broad and automatic.
Most households did not need to apply; the dis-
count appeared directly on bills. That is an impor-
tant lesson for Nigeria: relief works best when
administrative barriers are low, and beneficiaries
do not have to navigate opaque portals or patron-
age networks.

In 2023, the Government of Canada implemented
a combination of direct household subsidies, anti-
trust competition overhauls, and localised infra-
structure investments to lower consumer costs
and stabilise the food supply chain. Brazil offers
another lesson. Its Bolsa Familia programme, one
of the world’s largest conditional cash-transfer
schemes, was designed to provide immediate
poverty alleviation and reduce hunger. During a
later iteration, Auxilio Brasil, the minimum benefit
was set at R$400 per beneficiary family, and cover-
age rose sharply from 14.5 million families at the
end of 2021 to 21 million in 2022. Brazil’s experience
shows that cash transfers can be scaled quickly
when governments treat social protection as core
economic infrastructure.

These examples do not suggest that Nigeria
should blindly copy foreign policies. Britain and
Canada are wealthier, and Brazil’s fiscal context dif-
fers. But they demonstrate a principle: when citi-
zens face an external or policy-induced shock, the
state has a duty to deliberately, transparently, and
at scale cushion them.

Elections should not distort relief

There is a legitimate worry that relief introduced
close to elections could become political patron-
age. If citizens see relief only during campaign sea-
son, they will reasonably conclude that it is elec-
toral inducement rather than economic justice. If,
however, government builds a durable system
now—one that continues regardless of political
cycles—it will strengthen both social stability and
democratic trust.

Abreather, not a retreat

Nigeria does not need a return to the wasteful sub-
sidy regime of the past. But it does need a breather
from a reform process whose benefits remain too
distant from the people bearing its costs. If the
state can find resources to temporarily reduce
pump prices, it can find resources to protect food,
transport, health, and household incomes more
systematically.

The choice before policymakers is not “discount or
subsidy.” It is between a relief system that reaches
the vulnerable and a political strategy that merely
manages anger until votes are counted. Nigerians
have endured fuel-price shocks, naira depreciation,
food inflation and rising rents. They have been
asked to be patient while reforms mature. Patience,
however, is not infinite—and it should never be the
only social policy available to the poor.

A government confident in its reforms should be
worried about an economy that stabilises on paper
while ordinary people fall apart in real life.
Nigeria’s reforms will only be legitimate when the
market woman, the teacher, the driver, the farmer
and the pensioner can feel that the state sees their
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suffering—and acts.




	1. LAG
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28NEW
	29
	30
	31
	32

