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SPOTLIGHT

777907 women in 15 states to benefit from 15.56m Dangote Refinery IPO shares

AJT OTAL of 777,907 under privi-
eged Nigerian women across
15 states are set to benefit from
15.56 million shares in Dangote
Petroleum Refinery and Petro-
chemicals IPO under the Aliko
Dangote Foundation’s (ADF)
Women Share Subscription
Grant Initiative, a programme
designed to empower women
through equity ownership in
one of Africa’s largest industrial
enterprises.

The initiative, which forms part
of a broader target to empower
two million vulnerable Nigerian
women across all 36 states and
the FCT has already attracted
commitments from 15 state gov-
ernments. Under the arrange-
ment, the Foundation will
match each participating state’s
contribution, enabling benefici-
aries to acquire shares in the re-
finery at no personal cost. The
confirmed states are Abia, Anam-
bra, Borno, Ebonyi, Enugu,
Gombe, Imo, Kebbi, Kwara,
Lagos, Nasarawa, Niger, Plateau,
Yobe and Zamfara.

Don’t distract Oyebanji with 2030

guber ambitions, Tinubu warns at
gov’s thanksgiving service
From Ayodele Afolabi

RESIDENT Bola Ahmed Tin-

ubu, has cautioned mem-
bers of the political class in
Ekiti against constituting un-
necessary distraction to the
Ekiti State Governor, Mr Biodun
Oyebanji through early decla-
ration of interest in the 2030
governorship contest, saying
such declaration could cause
internal contradictions capa-
ble of derailing governance.

The President gave the admo-
nition as Governor Oyebanji
promised to undertake more
transformative initiatives to
rejig the economy and tackle
poverty, unemployment and
deprivation as his second term
begins.

Oyebanji and his Deputy,
Chief (Mrs) Monisade Afuye,
were inaugurated for a second
term at a well attended inaugu-
ration ceremony graced by
President Tinubu, held at the
Ekitiparapo Pavilion, New Iyin
Road, Ado Ekiti on Friday.

.. DAY 4558

OUR GIRLS
STILL

Tope Templer Olaiya,
News Editor

@TopeTempIer

According to the pro-
gramme’s implementation
summary, the 777,907 prospec-
tive beneficiaries have been
earmarked for approximately
15.56 million shares, offering

vulnerable women, most of
whom may be entering the
capital market for the first
time, an opportunity to be-
come shareholders in one of
Africa’s most significant indus-

trial investments. Gombe state
has emerged as the first state to
make full payment towards the
initiative, marking an impor-
tant milestone in the pro-
gramme’s implementation.

BOI, Sapphital, Youth Ministry partner to empower 500 young Nigerians

THE Bank of Industry (BOI),
in partnership with the Fed-
eral Ministry of Youth Develop-
ment (FMYD), has launched
the BOI Youth Empowerment
Pilot Programme.

The programme will provide

free vocational and entrepre-
neurial training to 500 young
Nigerians. The programme
will be delivered by Sapphital,
a Pan-African digital learning
and technology company
based in Abuja, Nigeria. Sap-

phital specialises in Al-pow-
ered Learning Management
Systems (LMS), e-learning and
custom software solutions.
Through the programme, par-
ticipants will gain practical
skills and knowledge to sup-
port skill development, enter-
prise development,
entrepreneurship, and future
employment.

The pilot will be delivered
through the Nigerian Youth
Academy (NiYA), where they

will complete short, instruc-
tor-led video courses. The
courses were selected based on
income-generation potential
and market demand. Training
will cover creative and artisan
skills, production and manu-
facturing skills as well as digi-
tal skills.

In addition to the training, se-
lected participants will have
access to mentorship, practical
exposure, and enterprise sup-
portopportunities.

All Progressives Congress (APC) Gubernatorial Candidate in the 2026 Osun State election, Bola Oyebamiji
(left);Vice-Chancellor, Obafemi Awolowo University (OAU), lle-Ife, Prof. Simeon Banire; Pro-Chancellor and Chair-
man of the Governing Council, Obafemi Awolowo University (OAU), Adejare Bello and representative of President
Bola Tinubu/Lagos State Deputy Governor, Dr Kadri Obafemi Hamzat, during the Foundation Laying of the President
Bola Ahmed Tinubu International Centre for Youth Empowerment and Inter-Cultural Dialogue at the Obafemi
Awolowo University, lle-Ife, Osun State, at the weekend.

Newswatch unveils book on Dele Giwa 40 years after assassination

/ATCH Plus Limited
will today unveil a book on
Dele Giwa, founding editor-in-
chief of Newswatch magazine,
tomark the 40th anniversary
of his assassination.

The book, titled Dele Giwa’s
Granite Journalism, will be pre-
sented at the Kessington Ade-
butu Auditorium of the
Nigerian Institute of Journal-
ism (NIJ), Ogba, Ikeja, Lagos.

The event, scheduled for
noon, will be chaired by Sam
Amuka, founder and publisher
of Vanguard Newspapers.

In a statement announcing

the event, Newswatch said the
book celebrates Giwa’s contribu-
tions to journalism through his
writings for Daily Times, Sunday
Concord and Newswatch maga-
zine.

Edited by Ray Ekpu, the book
also features tributes from
prominent journalists, particu-
larly Giwa’s friends and contem-
poraries.

Giwa was killed by a parcel
bomb at his residence on Talabi
street, Ikeja, Lagos, on October 19,
1986. His assassination remains
unsolved.

He co-founded Newswatch in

1985 alongside Ekpu, Yakubu Mo-
hammed and Dan Agbese. Giwa
served as the magazine’s editor-
in-chief, with Ekpu as his deputy.
Under Giwa’s editorship,
Newswatch became a prominent
force in Nigerian journalism,
helping to strengthen investiga-
tive reporting in the country.
The planned book presentation
also comes after the deaths of
two other founding editors,
Agbese and Mohammed, in No-
vember 2025 and January 2026,
respectively. Ekpu is now the
only surviving member of the
magazine’s founding quartet.
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* ACROSS
_ . LGA in Kwara State, (7).
7 5. Audio receive only, abbr., (3).

7. Combine things, (3).

8. Salt in pharmacy, (3).

9. Nielsen Television Index, abbr., (3).
0. Stop living, (3).

II. Fish eggs, (3).

12. LGA in Kehbi State, (7).

16. Female mammal, (3).

19. Stage of life, (3).

2l. Unskilled person, (7).

25. Internet, (3).

26. Alcoholic drink, (3).

27. Irritate somebody, (3).

28. Sexually transmitted infection, abbr.
29. Unruly crowd of people, (3).
30. A city located in Abia State, (3).
31. LGA in Nasarawa State, (7).

Check page 39 for solution to the puzzle

RANDOM FACTS

e Charging a power
bank to 80% instead
of 100% reduces stress
on its lithium cells,
extending its storage
life.

« Nigeria, South Africa
and Burkina Faso re-
fused to accept USA's
request to accept for-
eign deportees over
security concerns.
Uganda, Liberia,
Cameroon, Rwanda,
DR Congo, Eswatini,
South Sudan, Equato-
rial Guinea and Cen-
tral African Republic
accepted the deal.
Ghana and Sierra
Leone accepted U.S.
deportees from West
Africa.

e The shortest war in
history was between
Zanzibar and England
in 1896. Zanzibar sur-
rendered after 38
minutes.

1

No victor, no vanquished.

Money isn’t Nigeria's prob-
lem, but how to spend it.
YAKUBU
GOWON

No evil deed will go unpun-
ished; any evil done by man
to man will be redressed,; if
not now then certainly
later; if not by man, then by
God for the victory of evil
over good is temporary.

Nigeria is on fire and the
citizens are amused.
DELE
GIWA

*DOWN

. LGA in Kogi State, (5).

2. Religion, abbr., (5).

3. Wood projection for joint, (5).
4. Non-accelerating inflation
rate of unemployment, (5).

5. United, (5).

6. LGA in Kogi State, (5).

3. Small tattered piece, (3).

[4. United Nations, abbr., (2).
5. Adhesive, (3).

7. Warri King's title, (3).

8. Saint, abbr., (2).

19. LGA in Lagos State, (5).

20. Insert liquid into rectum, (5).
21. LGAin Oyo State, (5).

22. Off center, (5).

23. Industrial city in Germany, (5).
24. Asian yogurt dish, (5).

¢ 2025 - France

Pieces of the French Crown
Jewels valued at €88 mil-
lion were stolen during a
heist on the Louvre Mu-
seum in Paris. The robbery
took less than eight min-
utes. The location of the
jewels remains unknown.
2020 - Nigeria

As #EndSARS protest rage
on, Lagos State Government
ordered closure of all pub-
licand private schools in-
definitely as more police
stations were attacked.
Hoodlums in Edo State in-
vaded Benin prison and
freed inmates while a
group of hackers known as
Anonymous brought down
several government web-
sites. Bola Tinubu, national
leader of the All Progres-
sives Congress backed the
protest calling for an end
to police brutality in Nige-
ria. In a statement by his
media aide, Tunde Rah-
man, Tinubu denied spon-
soring the protest rocking
most state across Nigeria.

*2019 - UK

The House of Commons of
the United Kingdom held
a Saturday sitting for the
first time since April 3,1982
during the Falklands War
because of the Brexit deal.

+2018 - Saudi Arabia
Saudi Arabia admitted that
the missing journalist Jamal
Khashoggi died in its con-
sulate in Istanbul, Turkey.

* 2016 - Nigeria
Prince Eheneden Erediauwa
was crowned the 39th Oba
of Benin in Benin City, Edo,
with Vice-President Yemi
Osinbajo leading federal
government’s delegation.
* 2015 - Nigeria
Nigerian footballer Em-
manuel Emenike publicly
announced his retirement
from the Super Eagles

*2005 - Iraq

Saddam Hussein went on
trial in Baghdad for crimes
against humanity.

* 2003 - ltaly

Mother Teresa was beati-
fied by Pope John Paul II.

* 99| - India
An earthquake in north-
ern India, of magnitude 7,

killed 2,000 people.

+|986 - Mozambique

Samora Machel, President
of Mozambique and a
prominent leader of FRE-
LIMO, and 33 others died
when their Tupolev134
plane crashed into the
Lebombo Mountains.
*1986 - Nigeria

Dele Giwa (born 1947), pro-
minent journalist and co-
founder of News-watch
magazine was murdered
when he opened a pack-
age containing a bomb at
his Ikeja, Lagos residence
*1934 - Nigeria
Yakubu Gowon, Nigeria’s
3rd Head of State from 1966
to1975 and during the Nig-
erian Civil War, was born.
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Poverty deepening economic exclusion nationwide, forum warns

From John Akubo, Abuja
NIGERIA’S deepening pover-
ty crisis is shutting mil-
lions of citizens out of eco-
nomic opportunities, shrink-
ing businesses and exposing
vulnerable households to in-
security, displacement and
worsening living conditions.
The Federal Government, Eu-
ropean Union (EU) and Ac-
tionAid Nigeria have warned
that tackling the crisis requires
more than emergency relief,
demanding sustainable liveli-
hoods, secure housing, ac-
countable public spending
and stronger social protec-
tion.
The EU Ambassador to Nigeria
and the Economic Communi-

Tinubu nominated
APC gov’s brother

asINEC

Commissioner,
ADC cries out

Sokoto govt insists

appointment on merit
From Andrew Qota, Abuja

FRICAN Democratic Con-
Agress (ADC)hasraised con-
cerns over the nomination of
Prof. Mustapha Aliu as a com-
missioner of the Independent
National Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC), alleging that he is
a maternal brother of Sokoto
State Governor, Ahmed Aliyu.

But the Sokoto State Govern-
ment dismissed the concerns
raised by the ADC governorship
candidate, Manir Dan'iya, in-
sisting that the appointment
was based on merit.

ADC spokesperson, Bolaji Ab-
dullahi, shared on his official X
handle yesterday, said the al-
leged relationship between
the nominee and the governor,
who is seeking re-election on
the APC platform “raises seri-
ous questions about impar-
tiality, public confidence and
the credibility of the electoral
process.”

The party called on the Senate
to thoroughly scrutinise the
nominees, citing Section
156(1)(a) of the Constitution,
which it said prohibits mem-
bership of a political party by
an INEC member.

“The principle is clear: electoral
referees must not only be im-
partial, they must be seen to be
impartial. We join all well-
meaning Nigerians in calling
on the Senate to subject this
nomination to rigorous scruti-
ny and reject the nomination
based on partiality;” it stated.

EANWHILE, Sokoto gov-
ernment challenged

Dan'iya to provide evidence of
alleged political affiliations
that could undermine the
nominee’s impartiality, argu-
ing that his family relation-
ship with Governor Aliyu was
not sufficient grounds for dis-
qualification.

Read the remaining story
on www.guardian.ng

* EU says most of world’s poor in Nigeria, commits €45m aid
* Stop campaigning for Tinubu, tackle hardship, HURIWA tells Oyedele

ty of West African States (ECOW-
AS), Gautier Mignot, said Nige-
ria probably had the highest
number of people living below
the poverty threshold globally,
describing poverty as one of
the country’s biggest chal-
lenges.

He disclosed that the EU had
committed nearly €45 million
inhumanitarian assistance to
Nigeria in 2026, particularly
to support conflict-affected and
crisis-prone areas.

Meanwhile, the Human Rights
Writers Association of Nigeria
(HURIWA) has criticised the
Minister of Finance and Coor-
dinating Minister of the Econ-
omy, Taiwo Oyedele, over his
comments on President Bola
Tinubu’s re-election prospects,
urging him to focus on ad-

Oyedele

dressing the economic hard-
ship facing Nigerians.

The concerns on poverty were
raised on Saturday in Abuja at
the 2026 International Day for
the Eradication of Poverty; held
under the theme, ‘United for
Peace and Human Rights: Safe
Homes for All'.

The speakers included the
Minister of Humanitarian Af-
fairs and Poverty Reduction, Dr
Bernard Doro; Mignot and
Country Director of Action-
Aid Nigeria, Dr Andrew Mame-
du.

Mamedu cited World Bank fig-
ures estimating that 123 mil-
lion Nigerians, representing
50.8 per cent of the popula-
tion, lived in extreme poverty
in2025.

Separately, Doro and Mignot

Mignot

referenced Nigeria’s 2022 Na-
tional Multidimensional Pover-
tyIndex, which estimated that
about 133 million people (or 63
per cent of the population)
experienced multi-dimen-
sional poverty.

Although the figures measure
different dimensions of dep-
rivation and cover different
periods, they underscore the
scale of Nigeria’s poverty chal-
lenge.

For Doro, the crisis is not
merely a humanitarian con-
cern but an economic threat
that limits productivity, pur-
chasing power and business
growth. He warned that wide-
spread poverty was excluding
millions of Nigerians from
meaningful economic activity,
depriving businesses of po-

Ojulari

tential customers and workers.

“When you have 63 per cent of
your population living in mul-
ti-dimensional poverty, what
you're doing is excluding 63 per
cent from economic activa-
tion,” he said.

The minister urged the private
sector to see poverty reduc-
tion as an investment in eco-
nomic growth rather thanare-
sponsibility reserved for gov-
ernment and humanitarian
organisations.

The housing challenge also fea-
tured prominently in Mame-
du’sintervention, with the Ac-
tionAid director arguing thata
safe home should be regarded
as a foundation for human
dignity and economic oppor-
tunity, not a privilege for the
wealthy.

The EU, meanwhile, called for
urgent and sustained action,
with Mignot warning that nei-
ther humanitarian needs nor

Subsidy removal, retention meaningless
without accountability, says Lamido

From Adamu Abuh, Abuja

CHIEFTAIN of the Peoples

Democratic Party (PDP), Sule
Lamido, has argued that re-
moving or retaining fuel sub-
sidy would make little differ-
ence to Nigerians without ef-
fective law enforcement and
prudent management of pub-
lic resources.

This was as the All Progressives
Congress (APC) Presidential
Campaign Council (PCC)iden-
tified fuel subsidy removal, tax
reforms and local government
autonomy as among key policy
achievements it intends to
showrcase in its drive to secure
support for President Bola Tin-
ubu’s re-election.

The PCC said it would mo-
bilise support groups and vol-
unteer networks nationwide
to communicate the adminis-
tration’s policies, explain its
achievements and engage Nige-
rians ahead of the 2027 gener-
al elections.

So, it launched an online reg-
istration portal to coordinate
groups and volunteer networks
mobilising support for Tin-
ubu’s re-election.

Lamido spoke with journalists

APC pitches subsidy, others for Tinubu’s re-election, launches portal for support groups

after the party’s campaign coun-
cil was inaugurated in Jigawa
State, where he maintained that
subsidy policy alone could not
resolve the country’s economic
challenges.

The former governor of Jigawa
recalled supporting the pro-
posed removal of fuel subsidy
during the administration of
former President Goodluck
Jonathan, saying the policy
should be assessed based on
its implications for individual
states and their residents.

He explained that fuel con-
sumption varied across states,
arguing that areas with fewer ve-
hicles could benefitless froma
subsidy regime that favoured
high fuel consumption in ma-
jor urban centres.

Lamido, however, maintained
that neither removing nor re-
taining the subsidy would ade-
quately address the country’s
economic challenges without
proper management of public
funds.

“Either way, the money will not
amount to anything because
there is no enforcement of law
and order;” he said.

DIRECTOR of the 2027 APC
Presidential Campaign
Council Support Groups Mo-
bilisation Directorate, Silas
Agara, disclosed the party’s
campaign strategy in Abuja,
yesterday, while announcing
the launch of an online regis-
tration portal for groups and
volunteers supporting Tin-
ubu’s second-term bid.

The registration portal opened
on October17and will close on
October 22, 2026. The direc-
torate urged all groups work-
ing for the President’s re-elec-
tion to register within the five-
day window, irrespective of
whether they had previously
registered with the party or
another campaign structure.

Speaking during a briefing at
the TSG office in Abuja, Agara
described the exercise as a
strategic move to build a
stronger, better-coordinated
and nationwide support net-
work for the campaign.

He said the registration
process would enable the di-
rectorate to verify participating
groups, determine their geo-
graphical spread and assess

their organisational capacity
to facilitate effective coordina-
tion and engagement with vot-
ers.

According to him, support
groups serve as an important
linkbetween the party; the cam-
paign organisation and Nigeri-
ans by bringing together com-
munities, professional associa-
tions, interest groups and vol-
unteers to communicate gov-
ernment policies and engage cit-
izens on issues affecting their
lives.

Read the remaining story
on www.guardian.ng
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poverty could be postponed.

He disclosed that the nearly
€45 million the EU committed
inhumanitarian assistance to
Nigeria targeted conflict-af-
fected and crisis-prone areas
through its European Civil
Protection and Humanitari-
anAid.

Read the remaining story
on www.guardian.ng

Alliance seeks
probe into

NNPCLs NIl.2tr
receivables

LLIANCE for Economic Re-
earch and Ethics (AERE)
yesterday urged the Nigerian
National Petroleum Company
Limited (NNPCL) to explain the
N11.2 trillion owed to it by the
federation, raising fresh con-
cerns over the transparency of
the company’s oil revenue ac-
counting,.

In a policy analysis, the group
said the broad accounting clas-
sification made it difficult for
Nigerians to establish precisely
how much was attributable to
physical asset protection, petrol
price support arrangements
and other advances.

The analysis came as NNPCLre-
ported a profitafter tax (PAT) of
N7.183 trillion for 2025, up from
N5.414 trillion in the preced-
ingyear, declaring a dividend of
N5.8 trillion and recorded peak
crude oil and condensate pro-
duction of 1.77 million barrels
perday.

But while acknowledging the
reported improvements, the
Dele Oye-led AERE argued that
the figures should be accom-
panied by a clearer account of
how revenue was generated,
how obligations were settled
and how much cash was actu-
ally remitted to the federation.

AERE said despite attempts at
transparency, the disclosures
did notinvalidate the reported
profitbut made it necessary to
distinguish earnings generated
by core operations from other
income and accounting ad-
justments.

“When a company’s profit
grows while core revenue and
gross profitretreat, citizens de-
serve to know which cash-gen-
erating operations did the lift-
ing, which accounting esti-
mates moved, and which one-
off items may not return,” the
report stated.

Read the remaining story
on www.guardian.ng
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SERAP sues INEC
over NI26b election
appropriation

By Silver Nwokoro
OCIO-ECONOMIC Rights
and Accountability

Project (SERAP) has sued the

Independent National

Electoral Commission

(INEC) at the Federal High

Court, Abuja, over alleged

failure to account for more

than N126.46 billion in pub-
lic funds appropriated for
electoral operations.

SERAP, in the suit filed,
alleged that the funds were
diverted, lost, mismanaged
or otherwise unaccounted
for.

The organisation said the
funds were appropriated for
the procurement of ballot
boxes, electoral devices and
materials, sensitive materi-
als and result sheets, vehi-
cles and accreditation
devices, as well as audit and
consultancy services, digital
archiving and other goods
and services required for the
conduct and administration
of elections.

According to SERAP, the alle-

gations were contained in

the 2023 audited report of
the Auditor-General of the

Federation, published on

August 7,2026, covering var-

ious periods between

January and December 2022

and, in some cases, extend-

ing to December 31,2023.

Dangote Refinery IPO
attracts investors from
5l African countries

By Waliat Musa

NGOTE Petroleum
Refinery &
Petrochemicals has

announced that its ongoing
Initial Public Offering (IPO)
has attracted participation
from investors across Africa
and around the world, with
subscriptions received from
more than 90 countries,
including investors from 51
of Africa’s 54 nations.

The unprecedented level of
participation positions the
transaction as Africa’s first
truly pan-African public
offering, reflecting strong
investor confidence in
African-led industrialisation
and a growing desire among
Africans to own strategic
assets built on the continent.
The company noted that the
IPO has already set new
benchmarks in the capital
markets, breaking the
Nigerian market record on
its opening day and surpass-
ing the previous African
record within its first ten
days, driven by robust
demand from  retail
investors, pension funds,
institutional investors, asset
managers, and members of
the investing public.

Commenting on the mile-
stone, the Chief Financial
Officer of Dangote Group,
Murat Erden, said: “This offer-
ing represents far more than
a capital-raising exercise.

Makinde, FG bicker over ‘withheld’ N250b NLNG allocation

From Terhemba Daka (Abuja),
Rotimi Agboluaje (Ibadan) and
Tunde Bodunrin

SIDENCY has accused
Oyo State Governor, Seyi
Makinde, of misleading the
public over federal revenue
allocations, recalling his
description of increased
Federation Account inflows
to states as “voodoo”.

It also dismissed his claim
that the Federal Government
was withholding N250 bil-
lion in NLNG dividends for
each state until after the 2027
elections.

The Special Adviser to the
President on Information
and Strategy, Bayo Onanuga,

Lagos APC dismisses gov’s [2-state target

said Makinde’s latest allega-
tion was inconsistent with
the Federation Account
Allocation Committee (FAAC)
revenue-sharing formula
and NLNG’s historical divi-
dend payments.

In a statement yesterday,
Onanuga said the governor
made the allegation at the
2027 Budget Stakeholders’
Consultative  Engagement
held at the Olola Ogunlana
Hall, International Conference
Centre, University of Ibadan,
on Friday.

Makinde had alleged that
the Federal Governmentwas
delaying the release of the

funds until after the elec-
tions, claiming that the
money had already been
spent.

The Presidency dismissed the
claim, arguing that the fig-
ures did notadd up under the
established revenue-sharing
framework.

Onanuga said a one-off pay-
ment of N250 billion to each
of the 36 states would
amount to N9 trillion, exclud-
ing the Federal Government,
the Federal Capital Territory
and the 774 local government
areas.

He explained that states
receive 26.72 per cent of dis-

tributable Federation
Account revenue under the
FAAC formula. For their com-
bined share to reach N9 tril-
lion, he said, total NLNG divi-
dends paid into the
Federation Account would
have to exceed N33.68 trillion,
equivalent to about $25 bil-
lion, in a single declaration.

“NLNG has never paid $25 bil-
lion in dividends to the
Federation Account in a sin-
gle payout,” he said.

While acknowledging
Makinde’s  constitutional
right to contest for the presi-
dency, the presidential
spokesman urged him to sub-
stantiate his claims with veri-
fiable facts rather than make

Secretary to the Government of the Federation (SGF), George Akume (left); Deputy Senate President, Barau Jibrin; Vice President Kashim Shettima;
former Governor of Kogi State, Yahaya Bello; National Chairman, All Progressives Congress (APC), Prof. Nentawe Yilwatda; Minister of Health and
Social Welfare, Prof. Mohammed Ali Pate; Kano State Governor, Abba Kabir Yusuf; former Kano State Governor, Mallam Ibrahim Shekarau; and Special
Adviser to the President on Policy and Coordination, Hadiza Bala Usman, during the unveiling of the Arewa 4 Asiwaju (A4A), Campaign Head Office
in Abuja at the weekend.

Crashed military jet’s black box yet to be recovered two weeks after

By Olusegun Koiki
O weeks after the mili-
tary jet crash, The

Guardian can report that the
black box has not been locat-
ed.

The Nigerian Air Force
(NAF) aircraft ATR-42 with
the registration number
NGR 931 had crashed into a
swampy area in Igbokoda,
Ondo State on Monday,
October 5,2026, killing all 25
persons on board.

A few days after the crash,

the government set up an
investigative committee to
unravel the immediate and
remote causes of the crash.

However, two weeks after
the crash, the black box had
yet to be found, while its fuse-
lage had been found in
pieces.

The black box consists of
two devices: the Flight Data
Recorder (FDR) and Cockpit
Voice Recorder (CVR).

The essence of a black box is
to record critical flight data

and cockpit audio so investi-
gators can reconstruct the
sequence of events after an
aviation accident and pre-
vent future tragedies.
Without the recovery of the
device, it would be impossi-
ble to know the cause of the
accident.
Asource close to the commit-
tee, who didn’t want his
name in print, told The
Guardian yesterday that the
black boxes of the aircraft are
yet to be found.

The source, however, exuded
confidence that the device
would be located, as profes-
sionals had been engaged to
search for the equipment in
the swampy area where the
aircraft crashed.

No fewer than 25 persons,
including the crew, had per-
ished in the air crash.

The aircraft had lost contact
with Air Traffic Controllers
(ATCs) at about 9:13 a.m.
before crashing near a naval
base in Igbokoda.

AfCFTA: Nigeria, Benin, Cameroon Customs seek Afreximbank’s support on border

By Adaku Onyenucheya

GERIA Customs Service
(NCS), in collaboration
with the Customs administra-
tions of the Republic of Benin
and the Republic of
Cameroon, hasintensified dis-
cussions with the African
ExportImport Bank
(Afreximbank) on a regional
border-modernisation pro-
grammeaimed at strengthen-
ing trade facilitation, improv-
ing cross-border efficiency
and advancing the objectives
of the African Continental
Free Trade Area (AfCFTA).
Discussions focused on
combining improvements

in digital infrastructure, har-
monised customs proce-
dures, secure data exchange
and institutional capacity
development with invest-
ments in cargo scanners,
weighbridges, access roads,
reliable electricity, connectiv-
ity, traffic management and
modern border-processing
facilities.

According to a statement
yesterday by the NCS National
Public Relations Officer, Dr
Abdullahi Maiwada, the high-
level working engagement,
held at Afreximbank’s head-
quarters in Cairo, Egypt, on
October 12, 2026, followed a
joint benchmarking mission

to Beitbridge Border Post in
Zimbabwe and subsequent
technical assessments of the
Mfum-Ekok and Sémeé-Kraké
border corridors.

Maiwada noted that the
engagement, led by the
Comptroller-General of
Customs, Dr Bashir Adeniyi,
brought together representa-
tives of the three customs
administrations,
Afreximbank and technical
partners to review findings
from the assessment mis-
sions, identify priority inter-
ventions and explore practical
pathways towards an inte-
grated regional border-mod-
ernisation programme.

The meeting also consid-
ered Afreximbank’s poten-
tial participation in the next
Customs Partnership for
African Cooperation in Trade
(C-PACT) and progress
towards regional and conti-
nental  transit-guarantee
arrangements.

According to the statement,a

major component of the
engagement was  the
Customs Declaration
Exchange System (CDES),
designed to facilitate secure
information exchange
among Nigeria’s BOdogwu
platform, Benin’s Customs
Webb and Cameroon’s CAM-
CIS.

allegations he described as
false and misleading.

He urged Nigerians to disre-
gard the governor’s claims,
arguing that they could misin-
formthe publicand fuelunnec-
essary disaffection against the
Federal Government.

But reacting to the
Presidency’s defence,
Makinde, through his aides,
insisted on the claim.

He said: “We have read the
Presidency’s response to
Governor Seyi Makinde’s
statement on the Federal
Government’s withholding
of NLNG dividends due to
states and local govern-
ments.

NDC withdraws
recognition of
diaspora chapters
over court judgment
From John Akubo, Abuja

IGERIA Democratic

Congress (NDC) has
withdrawn recognition of its
diaspora chapters in defer-
ence to a court judgment
which reportedly barred
Nigerian political parties
from establishing or operat-
ing chapters outside the
country.

The party said the decision
followed a review of its rela-
tionship with foreign chap-
ters and its awareness of a
subsisting judgment of the
FCT High Court in Maitama
concerning the legality of
diaspora  chapters  of
Nigerian political parties.

In a statement issued yester-
day and signed by its National
Publicity  Secretary, Osa
Director, the NDC said all pre-
vious recognitions granted to
its foreign chapters had been
withdrawn.

The party, however,
expressed appreciation to
Nigerians in the diaspora for
their support, loyalty and
contributions to its activities.

It said the decision was guid-
ed by its commitment to
accountability, transparency
and due process, adding that
it would not disregard a sub-
sisting court judgment.

The NDC cited the case of
Prof. Ali Alao v. All Progressives
Congress (APC) & Anor, Suit
No. CV/[187/2025, reportedly
decided by Justice Peter
Kekemeke of the FCT High
Court, Maitama.

According to the party, the
court held that Nigerian
political parties lacked the
legal authority to establish,
operate or supervise chap-
ters outside the country’s ter-
ritorial boundaries.

The party said it was study-
ing the judgment and had
referred the matter to its
Legal Department for further
advice and guidance.

It also disclosed that it had
initiated a harmonisation
process in jurisdictions
where multiple groups were
operating under the party’s
name, with a view to bring-
ing them under a common
structure.
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AGF tasks lawyers on ethics, innovation, constitutional governance

From Adewale Momoh, Akure

’IHE Attorney-General of
the Federation and
Minister of Justice, Lateef
Fagbemi, has reaffirmed the

World Food Day: LASG
to host S'West bi-yearly
food systems review

* Abiodun distributes agricultural
equipment to farmers

* Expert advocates reforms in
Nigeria’s food supply chain

By Chris Irekamba, Kehinde
Olatunji and Divine Yusuf

AGOS State Government
as planned to host the
South-West Zone bi-yearly
review of the Food Systems
Transformation = Pathways
(FSTP) Strategy and Validation
of the Draft Standard
Operating Procedure (SOP)
from tomorrow.

According to a statement yes-
terday by Director, Economic
Planning Department,
Ministry of  Economic
Planning and Budget, Bakare
Olaolu, the three-day engage-
ment will bring together gov-
ernment representatives, poli-
cymakers, technical experts
and development partners to
review implementation
progress,among others.

OWEVER, an agricultural

development  expert,
Olakunlehin John Oladapo,
has called for reforms in
Nigeria's food supply chain,
saying increased production
alone would not make food
affordable to struggling fami-
lies.

EANWHILE, Ogun State

Governor, Dapo
Abiodun, in collaboration
with the International Fund
for Agricultural Development
(IFAD), through the Special
Agro-Industrial Processing
Zones (SAPZ) Programme and
other stakeholders, has dis-
tributed agricultural equip-
ment, inputs and deployed
1,240 digital devices to farmer
organisations.

Read the remaining part of this
story on www.guardian.ng

PAU’s School of Media
and Communication

marks 20th anniversary

Ufot to deliver keynote address on
future of strategic communications
education
E School of Media and

Communication (SMC) at
Pan-Atlantic University (PAU)
will celebrate its 20th anniver-
sary from October 21, 2026 to
November 6, 2026, with a
series of events designed to
bring together academics,
media professionals, stu-
dents, alumni, industry part-
ners, and members of the
wider community.
According to the Dean of the

School of Media and
Communication, Dr
Ikechukwu Obiaya, the

anniversary is both a celebra-
tion of the school’s achieve-
ments and an opportunity to
reaffirm its commitment to
the future of media education
and professional practice.
Read the remaining part of this
story on www.guardian.ng

* Seeks stronger collaboration to protect judicial independence

* Commissions NBA Ikare-Akoko new Bar, Library Centre

» Afam calls for level playing field ahead of 2027

supremacy of the constitu-
tion, urging legal practition-
ers across the country to
uphold justice, protect citi-
zens' rights and promote the
rule of law.

He said that no individual or
institution should be consid-
ered above the law.

Fagbemi said this during the
commissioning of the Kofo
Salam-Alada Bar and Library
Centre of the Nigerian Bar
Association (NBA), Ikare-
Akoko branch, Akoko North
East Local Council of Ondo
State, describing the facility
as a crucial addition to the
legal profession.

According to the minister,
the Centre will provide
opportunities for intellectual
exchange, professional col-
laboration, mentorship and
continuing legal education,
stressing that lawyers bear
responsibilities beyond their
professional expertise.

He listed such responsibili-
ties to include protecting
individual rights, strengthen-
ing peaceful coexistence and
ensuring thatjustice remains
fair, inclusive and accessible
to all, irrespective of social
status, financial circum-
stances, ethnic origin, reli-
gious beliefs or political affili-
ation.

The AGF urged the NBA Ikare-
Akoko branch to make the

Centre a hub for legal dis-
course, professional develop-
ment, community engage-
ment and ethical legal prac-
tice.

He further called for stronger
collaboration among the
Federal Ministry of Justice, the
judiciary, the NBA and other
stakeholders to strengthen
justice institutions, protect
judicial independence and
uphold constitutional gover-
nance.

The minister also urged
lawyers to embrace techno-
logical innovation, continu-
ous learning and high profes-

Project Lead for the CAF Awards and CAF Gel

sional standards, as well as
use the Centre to promote
access to justice, particularly
for vulnerable and under-
served communities.

On his part, a former
President of the NBA, Osigwe
Afam (SAN), said disagree-
ment and criticisms were
essential elements of democ-
racy, provided they did not
incite violence or advocate
the violent overthrow of gov-
ernment.

Afam also called for a level
playing field ahead of the
2027 general elections, urg-
ing the Independent

|

National Electoral
Commission (INEC) to
ensure transparency and fair-
ness to guarantee credible
elections and public accept-
ance of the results.

He also called on political
actors to shun electoral vio-
lence and allow candidates to
campaign freely and voters
to exercise their rights with-
out fear.

Chairman of the NBA Ikare-
Akoko branch, Omotan
Ogunmodede, said the
Centre would help young
lawyers overcome some of
the financial challenges asso-
ciated with legal practice.

Salam-Alada, in his response,
said his commitment to
Akoko land was motivated by

{

neral Assembly, Dr Christian Emeruwa (left) and Lagos Governor,

Babajide Sanwo-Olu, during a courtesy visit and presentation of a souvenir to the former by the latter ahead of
the 2026 CAF Awards in Lagos at the Government House, Marina, yesterday.

2027 Fanimo dismisses assumptions Tinubu will lose election

By Seye Olumide
AgORMER Chief Executive
fficer of Leadership
Newspapers, Dele Fanimo,
has said that President Bola
Tinubu and the ruling All
Progressives Congress (APC)
should not be presumed to
be heading for defeat in the
2027 presidential election,
insisting that political reali-
ties across the country mat-
ter more than narratives on
social media.

Fanimo, a former News
Editor of The Guardian and
political analyst, said his
assessment of the political
landscape did not support
the assumption that the

opposition would dislodge
Tinubu in the next general
elections.

He said that the President
had made significant inroads
in the North through early
political calculations and
alliances, adding that the
extent of Tinubu's support in
the region was being underes-
timated in online discussions.

According to Fanimo, social
media conversations are not a
reliable measure of electoral
strength because they may
not accurately reflect voters'
preferences across Nigeria's
six geopolitical zones.

He also questioned the ability
of the presidential candidate

of the Nigeria Democratic
Congress (NDC), Peter Obi, to
secure sufficient support in
the North, saying that Obi
had not undertaken the level
of political engagement in
the region that a successful
presidential campaign
would require.

Fanimo further contended
thathistorical grievances and
regional sentiments could
complicate efforts to per-
suade some northern voters
to support an Igbo presiden-
tial candidate.

His position, however, repre-
sents his assessment of
northern political attitudes
and should not be taken as

evidence that voters across
the region hold a uniform
view of Obi or his presiden-
tial ambition.

The political analyst main-
tained thata candidate's pop-
ularity in one part of the
country was insufficient to
guarantee victory, adding
that presidential success
depends on building a broad
electoral coalition across
regional and political divides.

Fanimo dismissed sugges-
tions that other presidential
hopefuls in the South-West
would weaken Tinubu's sup-
port in the region.

Read the remaining part of this

story on www.guardian.ng

Obasanijo pays tribute to Dele Cole, recalls role in Nigeria’s debt relief

From Azeez Olorunlomeru,
Abeokuta
FORMER President
Olusegun Obasanjo has
paid tribute to former
Nigerian ambassador, Dr
Patrick Dele Cole, describing
him as a patriot and an influ-
ential figure whose diplo-
matic expertise helped to
shape Nigeria's foreign policy
during his administration.
In a tribute to mourn Cole's
death at the age of 86,
Obasanjo said Nigeria had
lost one of its finest intellec-
tuals and a trusted allywhose

counsel influenced key
moments in the country's
history.

The former President

PANDEF declares seven-day mourning for Cole

described the late diplomat
as a trusted adviser who
helped to restore Nigeria's
international relations.

Obasanjo said his relation-
ship with Cole dated back sev-
eral decades when the diplo-
mat served in the cabinet
office during his tenure as
military head of state.

He said Cole's understand-
ing of global affairs made
him an indispensable mem-
ber of his foreign policy team,
adding that the diplomat
travelled extensively with
him and worked behind the
scenes to  strengthen
Nigeria's relations with other

countries.

He also credited Cole with
contributing to the diplo-
matic and economic efforts
that culminated in Nigeria's
Paris Club debt relief,
describing his approach as a
combination of tact, eco-
nomic insight and patriot-
ism.

M]E[ANWHILE, the Pan-

iger Delta Forum
(PANDEF) has declared seven
days of mourning in honour
of its leader and elder states-
man, Cole.

PANDEF National Chairman,
Dr Godknows Igali,
announced the mourning

period in a statement issued
on behalf of the organisa-
tion’s Board of Trustees and
National Executive
Committee.

The Forum described Cole’s
death as a painful and irre-
placeable loss, noting that he
played significantroles in the
socio-cultural and political
development of the Niger
Delta, particularly during the
formation and growth of
PANDEE

According to the statement,
Cole was a distinguished
national leader whose contri-
butions spanned several sec-
tors of public life.

Read the remaining part of this

story on www.guardian.ng

his love for his community
and his desire to give back to
his place of origin.

Oyebaniji makes first
appointment, re-appoints
SSG, CoS, CPS

By Opeyemi Babalola

KITI ~ State  Governor,

Biodun Oyebanji, has
approved the re-appointment
of Prof. Habibat Adubiaro as
Secretary to the State
Government (SSG), Oyeniyi
Adebayo as Chief of Staff, and
Olayinka Oyebode as Chief
Press Secretary (CPS), follow-
ing his inauguration for a sec-
ond term in office last Friday.

The appointments, which
take immediate effect, are the
first made by the governor
since his inauguration.

Adubiaro, a professor of
Chemistry, holds a Bachelor of
Science degree in Chemistry
from the University of Ibadan
(UI). She obtained her mas-
ter’s degree and PhD from the
University of Ado-Ekiti, now
Ekiti State University, Ado-
Ekiti.

Adebayo, who hails from Usi-
Ekiti, holds a Bachelor of
Science degree in Forest
Resources Management and a
Master of Science degree in
Agricultural Economics from
the University of Ibadan.

Oyebode has extensive expe-
rience in journalism, media
management and strategic
communication.

A graduate of English and
Literary Studies from the then
Ondo State University, Ado-
Ekiti (now Ekiti State
University, Ado-Ekiti),
Oyebode holds a master’s
degree in Peace and Security
Studies from the same institu-
tion.

Motorists lament failed
Akure/Ado-Ekiti dualisation
project

« Say one month after Umahi’s order,
contractors yet to resume work

« Fear failing road could reignite
kidnapping, criminal gangs

From Adewale Momoh, Akure

NE month after the

Minister of Works, David
Umabhi, directed contractors
handling the 50-kilometre
Akure-Ado-Ekiti  Highway
dualisation project to resume
work and complete the aban-
doned lane of the dual car-
riageway, there is still no visi-
ble sign that construction will
resume any time soon.

Avisit by The Guardian to the
Akure end and the Ikere-Ekiti
end of the highway showed a
completely deserted site, with
no contractors, workers, or
equipment present.

Thick bushes have already
taken over the abandoned
lane and the bridges con-
structed for the second car-
riageway swallowing the
earthworks and structures
that once signalled an active
project.

Also, the section of the high-
way completed about a year
ago is already failing, with
sizeable potholes dotting vari-
ous spots on the newly con-
structed lane.
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Rising rents outpace incomes, force tenants into hard trade-offs

* Property owners adopt strategies to eject tenants, raise rents

* Landlords lament economic hardship, cost of maintenance

* Tenants opt for outskirts as transport costs erode savings

* Transportation becoming extension of housing burden

* Experts urge serviced public land, waivers for affordable housing projects

By Chinedum Uwaeghulam

FOR millions of Nigerians
living in fast-growing cities,
the challenge is no longer sim-
ply finding a roof over their
heads but determining how
much of their income remains
after paying rent.

The Guardian gathered that
some landlords, grappling
with inflation and rising living
costs, are increasing rents to
cover higher maintenance
and household expenses. A
retired civil servantand prop-
erty owner, for instance, said
he built houses as a retire-
ment investment but now has
to raise rents as his costs in-
crease.

Market reports in 2026 indi-
cate thatrents in major Nige-
rian cities have risen by 15 to 75
per cent year-on-year across
residential segments, driven
by housing shortages, urban
migration, inflation and spec-
ulative pricing. Building costs
have also surged, with cement
rising from N2,500-N3,000 a
bag in 2020 to Ni2,000-
N15,000 in 2026, while hous-
ing supply has remained stag-
nant and Lagos’ deficit grew
from 2.95 million to 3.4 million
units.

Earlier findings also showed
rents and property prices ris-
ing faster than wages, with
some locations recording in-
creases of more than 100 per
cent over relatively short pe-
riods. For workers whose
salaries have remained large-
ly stagnant or risen only mod-
estly, the result is a sharp de-
cline in disposable income.

In Ejigbo, Lagos, some land-
lords have reportedly issued
tenants notices to renovate
their properties before re-let-
ting them at substantially
higher rates. Houses previ-
ously rented for N500,000 to

2027 Atiku, Obi camps clash as opposition considers single ticke

From Leo Sobechi, Andrew Oota
(Abuja) and Murtala Adewale
(Kano)

A?the G100 coalition weighs
ive political parties for a
common presidential ticket
against President Bola Tinubu
in 2027, the Atiku and Obi
camps are locked in a contest
that threatens to complicate
opposition unity.

Checks by The Guardian
revealed that the group had
adopted an incremental
strategyinits task of selecting
asingle opposition candidate,
following the insistence of
some presidential aspirants
that they should be allowed to
test their popularity among
voters.

Aninfluential member of the
enlarged body, which has
Salihu Lukman as its convener,
told The Guardian that the
presidential candidates of the
Allied Peoples Movement
(APM), Governor Seyi Makinde,
and the Social Democratic
Party (SDP), Prince Adewole
Adebayo, consider themselves
better alternatives to President
Tinubu.

The source disclosed that
both Makinde and Adebayo

N700,000 yearly are now be-
ing re-let for N2.5 million, N3
million and as much as N5
million, excluding agency fees,
agreement charges and cau-
tion deposits.

In Mushin, rents for houses
previously ranging from
N300,000 to N2.5 million have
risen to between N1 million
and N3.7 million, while a self-
contained apartment now at-
tracts about N1 million annu-
ally. In Surulere, a two-bed-
room flat costs about N5 mil-
lion a year, compared with
N1.5 million to N2.5 million for
similar accommodation in
Abule Egba.

With such steep increases,

Former Governor of Ekiti State, Segun Oni (left); wife of former Governor of Ekiti State, Erelu Bisi Fayemi; Ekiti State Deputy Governor, Monisade

Afuye; Ekiti State Governor, Biodun Oyebaniji; wife of the Governor, Prof. Olayemi Oyebanji; Senate Leader, Senator Opeyemi Bamidele; past Governor,
Niyi Adebayo and ex-Governor, Ayodele Fayose, at the thanksgiving service marking the second term inauguration of Governor Oyebanii at the Cathe-
dral Church of Emmanuel, at Ado-Ekiti, yesterday.

tenants unable to afford new
rents are increasingly mov-
ing to cheaper, farther loca-
tions. Rent is taking a larger
share of household earnings,
leaving less for food, trans-
port, healthcare, education
and savings. However, relo-
cating to the outskirts does
not necessarily resolve the
problem, as lower rents can be
offset by higher commuting
Costs.

Recent data from GTI Invest-
ment Group illustrates the
depth of the crisis in Lagos.Its
report, Beyond Rent: Mapping
Lagos’ Housing-Led Capital Ex-
pansion, found that rents in
parts of Lagos had risen by 80

to 120 per cent in two years,
compared with wage growth
of only seven to nine per cent.

Based on more than 3,200
rental listings across 15 zones,
the research put Lagos’ prop-
erty price-to-income ratio at
19.2 times.

According to the GTIanalysis,
a two-bedroom apartment
could consume about 29 per
cent of the income of some-
one earning N1 million
monthly, 58 per cent for a
worker earning N500,000
and as much as 97 per cent for
someone earning N300,000.
In some cases, housing costs
consume 60 to 70 per cent of
household income.
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The conventional affordabil-
ity benchmark is that house-
holds should spend no more
than about 30 per cent of their
income on housing. But as
rents rise faster than salaries,
many urban households are
being forced to move into
smaller apartments, share ac-
commodation, relocate to dis-
tant communities or cut
spending on other essentials.

For many Lagos residents, the
outskirts have become the
most practical alternative.
Communities in Ikorodu,
Ibeju-Lekki, Badagry and oth-
er peripheral areas now at-
tract workers unable to af-
ford accommodation closer to
employment centres. Abuja
residents are experiencing a
similar trend.

The Guardian data shows
that cheaper rent does not
necessarily mean cheaper liv-
ing. A worker employed in
central Lagos who relocates
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» GIOO considers five parties for consensus candidate * Makinde, Adebayo defend presidential ambitions
 Amaechi backs Atiku, Utomi insists on Obi-Kwankwaso ticket ® Kwankwaso rules out stepping down for Atiku
* ADC tells NDC chieftain to focus criticism on APC » Lukman identifies trust deficit as obstacle to unity

» Adebayo’s aide says coalition talks started too late

believe that any calculation
that excludes them from the
presidential ballot would
ultimately benefit Tinubuand
the All Progressives Congress
(APC) by handing them the
bloc votes of the South-West.
“Some of us believe that the
best way to overcome the
roadblock posed by the
presidential candidates to the
emergence of a single
opposition candidate is to
prune the numberdown toat
least five. You have heard
former Cross River governor,
Donald Duke, express
frustration over the egotistical
tendencies of the presidential
candidates, which may hand
Tinubu a second term.

“We are not relenting; we
want to watch the five parties
and their candidates sustain
their campaigns. When it is
between 45 and 30 days to the
election, the picture would
begin to emerge of how
Nigerians see the candidates
and who they are most likely to

vote for,” he stated.

Makinde had urged the APC
standard-bearer to consider
withdrawing from the
presidential race and takinga
deserved rest. He also argued
that Tinubu’s inability to
groom a successor makes it
imperative for the South-West
to produce a credible
candidate for the election.

For his part, the SDP
presidential standard-bearer,
Adebayo, said Nigerians’ right
toelect their president should
not be abridged. While
maintaining that Tinubu did
not deserve a second term in
office, he argued that any
political alliance that failed to
offer Nigerians a better quality
of life would amount to
replacing one evil with
another.

He told The Guardian that
opposition leaders should first
lookinwards, saying: “Politics
is a game  where
condemnation is easy. It's easy
to criticise Tinubu, criticise

other people. You can see how
many people that have made
comments about Tinubu
because of freedom of speech.
But what will take you far in
politicsis nothowyou focus on
others. Focus on yourself and
say, am I an honest political
dealer? AmIan honest player?”

He maintained that the
search for Nigeria’s nextleader
must involve not only
politicians but also citizens.
He added that the election
offered the countryavaluable
opportunity for introspection
and for citizens to make the
right choices by asking
relevant questions.

“For example, have I even
shown interest in the affairs of
my country to the point where
I can dictate where the country
goes? Or I just watch news
and make comedy and forget
about it? And if I join,am I in
the right party for the right
reasons? Have I joined a
political party for the right
reason?

“Do I support the right
candidate for the right reason?
Do I do political activities in
order to make personal gain?
If you're one of those who sell
your vote, are you not worse
than an armed robber?”
Adebayo remarked.

“Are you not worse than the
person? If the only thing
Nigeria gave you, the right to
vote, you sold it. Are you fit to
be a governor? If you're a
governor, would you sell the
state?

“If you work in INEC, are you
working there because you
love democracy? Or is it an
opportunity for you to collect
abribe and do mischief?”

Meanwhile, addressing a
town hall meeting in Calabar,
Cross River State, the vice-
presidential candidate of the
African Democratic Congress
(ADC), Rotimi Chibuike
Amaechi, declared that the
Atiku-Amaechi ticket was the
strongest option for victory
within the opposition

from Victoria Island, Yaba or
Surulere to Ikorodu, Ayobo,
Ipaja, Berger or another dis-
tant suburb must add com-
muting costs to the real cost of
housing.

With daily return fares po-
tentially reaching N2,000 or
more on longer routes,a work-
er commuting 22 days a
month could spend N44,000
toN55,000 on transportation,
excluding additional fares for
connecting from home to ma-
jor transport corridors.

For example, a worker who
saves N700,000 annually by
moving to cheaper accom-
modation could spend an ad-
ditional N35,000 to N50,000
monthly on transport, or
N420,000 toN600,000 ayear.
The apparent housing saving
would therefore shrink to be-
tween N100,000 and
N280,000,while longer jour-
neys would also take a toll on
productivity and family time.

According to the Lagos State
Government, residents lose
an average of four hours dai-
ly to traffic congestion, re-
sulting in estimated annual
economic losses of N4 tril-
lion. These additional costs
have discouraged some resi-
dents from relocating, leaving
them caught between high
rents in employment centres
and expensive commuting
from the outskirts.

The pressure is compounded
by the wider cost-of-living cri-
sis. Nigeria’s headline infla-
tion eased to14.63 per centin
September 2026 from 1539
per cent in August, accord-
ing to the National Bureau of
Statistics. However, food in-
flation rose to 19.59 per cent
year-on-year, underscoring
continued pressure on house-
hold budgets.

The moderation in headline

CONTINUED ON PAGE 34

coalition.

Amaechi, a former Minister of
Transportation and Rivers State
governor, argued that, in terms
of geographical spread and
electoral arithmetic, the ADC
presidential candidate, Atiku
Abubakar, had the clearest
pathway to victory in the
January 16, 2027 presidential
election.

While Amaechi argued that
the G100 should urge other
parties torally behind the ADC,
the convener of the Big Tent
Coalition, Prof Pat Utomi,
maintained that he would not
support any consensus
arrangement that did not
revolve around the Peter Obi-
Rabiu Kwankwaso pairing
under the Nigeria Democratic
Congress (NDC).

However, without referring
directly to the proposed
shortlist of five political parties
—the ADC,NDC,APM, SDPand
Peoples Redemption Party
(PRP) — the G100 convener,
Lukman, said the group
remained optimistic about
fielding a single challenger
against Tinubu in next year’s
election.

Read the remaining part of
this story on www.guardian.ng
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Loyalists demand issue-based campaign, fault ‘attack’ on Obi

From Terhemba Daka
and John Akubo (Abuja)
THE Peter Obi Media Office
(POMR) has faulted Vice-
President Kashim Shettima
over his description of the
Nigeria Democratic Congress
(NDC) opposition figure, Peter
Obi, as “diminished,” accus-
ing him of showing selective
respect for opposition lead-
ers.

In a statement issued yester-
day and signed by its
spokesman, Idris Zekeri Jnr,
the media office said Shetti-
ma’s remark was inconsistent
with the standards of political
decency expected of a publicof
fice holder.

Don seeks restructuring
of LG allocation
From Lawrence Njoku, Enugu

q PROFESSOR of Public Ad-

inistration at the Enugu
State University of Science and
Technology (ESUT), Prof. Fred-
erick Odo Eze has canvassed
strategic restructuring of the
monthly local government
statutory allocation of 40 per
cent for salaries and overhead
transferred directly to local
governments and 60 per cent
for capital projects diverted
into anewly proposed federal
grants board.

He stated that while the 40
per centdirectly transferred to
local governments would
strictly be used for personnel
and operational needs to
maintain administrative sta-
bility, the 60 per cent for cap-
ital projects would be directed
to projects in health, educa-
tion, water supply and rural in-
frastructure.

Eze, who delivered the 60th
inaugural lecture of ESUT, stat-
ed that the revolutionary pol-
icy framework which he
named the “Eze Model” of fed-
eral revenue utilisation would
make for sustainable grass-
roots development and solve
certain challenges plaguing
the local council system in
Nigeria.

SSANU suspends
planned strike after
FG releases arrears

HE Senior Staff Association

of Nigerian Universities
(SSANUB has suspended its two-
week ultimatum to the Feder-
al Government following the
release of eight months’ CON-
TTA arrears owed to its mem-
bers.

This is contained in a notifi-
cation letter addressed to
members and signed by
SSANU National President, Mr
Mohammed Ibrahim, yester-
dayin Abuja.

Ibrahim said the union’s Na-
tional Administrative Com-
mittee (NAC), acting on be-
half of its National Executive
Council (NEC), approved the
suspension in recognition of
the government’s action.

The ultimatum, which com-
menced on October 5, was is-
sued over outstanding enti-
tlements, while the Federal
Government approved and re-
leased funds for eight months’
arrears on October 7.
Ibrahim said: “Following the
Federal Government’s prompt
release of eight months’ ar-
rears of CONTTA owed to our
members, the NAC has re-
solved to suspend the intend-
ed industrial action.”

* Presidential aide rallies South-East for Tinubu, Shettima

POMR was reacting to com-
ments attributed to the Vice-
President in which he report-
edly urged Northerners to re-
spect former Vice-President
Atiku Abubakar while de-
scribing Obi as diminished.

The office questioned why
Shettima would call for re-
spect for one opposition leader
while dismissing another, ar-
guing that political disagree-
ments should not become a
justification for personal at-
tacks.

It said ODbi, the presidential
candidate of the NDC, had
maintained an issue-based ap-

T

proach to political engage-
ment and avoided abusive
language against his oppo-
nents.

The statement also chal-
lenged Shettima to compare
records of governance rather
than resort to name-calling,
noting that both men served
asgovernors during the same
period.

According to POMR, Obi’s
administration in Anambra
Staterecorded achievements
in fiscal management, edu-
cation and healthcare, which
itsaid earned him recognition
and awards.

)

Vice Chairperson, Society of Women Accountants of Nigeria(SWAN), Abuja Chapter, Dr

MEANWHILE, the Senior
Special Assistant to the
President on Mediaand Com-
munications in the Office of
the Vice President, Stanley
Nkwocha, has called on the
South-East to support Presi-
dent Bola Tinubu and Vice
President Kashim Shettima
in the 2027 general elections,
urging the region to embrace
strategic political alliances to
strengthen its influence in na-
tional affairs.

Nkwocha made the appeal
on Saturday ata sensitisation
meeting of the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) in Ime-
rienwe Ward 5, Ngor Okpala
Local Council Area of Imo
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Maryam Daﬁna Mohammed (left); President, Institute of the Chartered Ac-

State,where community lead-
ers and political stakehold-
ers pledged to consolidate
their political structures under
the ruling party.

He argued that the South-
Eastneeded toreassessits po-
litical calculations in the light
of its electoral strength, pre-
vailing national realities and
opportunities for develop-
ment through constructive
engagementwith the Federal
Government.

According to him, the Tinubu
administration has demon-
strated its commitment to
the region through infra-
structure projects, institu-
tional reforms and economic

countants of Nigeria (ICAN), Queensley Seghosime; and Second Deputy Vice President, ICAN, Tajudeen Adewale Olayinka, during the welcoming ceremony of the
62nd ICAN President for the yearly conference at the Nnamdi Azikiwe International Airport, Abuja, yesterday.

IMF, World Bank commend Oyedele’s G-24 leadership at Thailand meeting

IGERIA’S Minister of Fi-

nance and Coordinating
Minister of the Economy, Tai-
wo Oyedele, has received
commendation from the
leadership of the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF)
and World Bank for his lead-
ership of the Group of 24 (G-
24), highlighting Nigeria’s
growing voice in global eco-
nomic discussions.

The commendation came
during the 2026 IMF and
World Bank Group Annual
Meetings in Bangkok, Thai-
land, where Oyedele chaired
the G-24 Board of Governors
meeting and led calls for a
fairer ?lobal financial sys-
tem, affordable development
financing and faster resolu-

tion of sovereign debt crises.

IMF Managing Director,
Kristalina Georgieva, and
World Bank Senior Manag-
ing Director, Axel van Trot-
senburg, representing World
Bank President, Ajay Banga,
joined other G-24 governors
in commending Oyedele’s
leadership of discussions on
the financing challenges fac-
ing developing economies.

The recognition was rein-
forced by Banga’s meeting
with Oyedele and Central
Bank of Nigeria (CBN) Gov-
ernor, Olayemi Cardoso, dur-
ing which he acknowledged
Nigeria’s reform progress,
Hointing to private capital in-

ows that reportedly in-
creased from about $300

million in 2023 to nearly $6
billion in 2026.

Oyedele’s performance at
the meetings extended be-
yond diplomatic engage-
ments. As G-24 chairman, he
drew attention to the burden
of rising debt-servicing costs
on developing countries,
warning that they were un-
dermining investment, job
creation and inclusive
growth.

A Reuters report quoted
him as saying that develop-
ing economies were }];alying
approximately $500 billion
more in debt servicing than
developed countries.

He urged international fi-
nancial institutions to pro-
vide more accessible and af-

fordable concessional fi-
nancing to vulnerable
economies.

The minister also argued
against imposing additional
tax burdens on vulnerable
households and productive
sectors amid global eco-
nomic uncertainty, advocat-
ing improved revenue mo-
bilisation, reduced waste and
a careful balance between
taxation and borrowing.

At Africa’s Golden Future Fo-
rum in Bangkok, he also pre-
sented Nigeria’s experience
with fuel subsidy removal,
foreign exchange liberalisa-
tion and tax reform as les-
sons for African countries
pursuing sustainable
growth.

NAPE charts path to hydrocarbon reserve growth, investment

By Waliat Musa

THE Nigerian Association
of Petroleum Explo-
rationists (NAPE) will focus
on boosting Nigeria’s hydro-
carbon reserves, strengthen-
ing local capabilities and de-
ploying adaptive technolo-
gies at its 44th Annual Inter-
national Conference and Ex-
hibition scheduled for No-
vember 8 t012,2026, in Lagos.
Speaking ata press briefing in
Lagos at the weekend, the as-
sociation’s President, Ola-
jumoke Cecelia Ajayi, said the
conference would address the
need toincreasereserves and
production, strengthen en-
ergy security, attract invest-
mentand maximise the value

of the country’s petroleum re-
sources.

With the theme “Unlocking
More Barrels: Driving Reserves
Growth through Exploration,
Local Capabilities & Adaptive
Technologies,” Ajayi said Nige-
ria’s hydrocarbon potential
could notbe translated into in-
creased reserves and sustain-
able production through ex-
isting discoveries alone, but
required renewed exploration,
appropriate  technology,
stronger local capabilitiesand
an operating environment ca-
pable of attracting and retain-
ing investment.

She identified local capacity de-
velopmentas another priority,
noting that stronger indige-
nous technical, professional

and entrepreneurial capabili-
ties would enable Nigerian
companies and professionals
to participate more effectively
across the petroleum value
chain while retaining greater
value within the economy.
On technology, she said solu-
tions must be adapted to Nige-
ria’s geological, operational
and economic conditions to
improve exploration success,
reduce costs, increase opera-
tional efficiency and unlock re-
sources that may previously
have been considered uneco-
nomic or technically chal-
lenging.

“The future will not be deter-
mined simply by how much
oil and gas we have under-
ground, but by our ability to

find it, develop it efficiently
and competitively,and create
the capabilities and tech-
nologies required to bring it to
market,” she said.

She added that the conference
will feature nine subthemes
covering energy security and
affordability, modern tech-
nologies for sustainable en-
ergy development, geoscience,
reservoir characterisation, ex-
ploration and production
technologies, energy business
management and financing,
geoscience education, health,
safety and environmental
management, host commu-
nityrelations, and the synergy
between the Petroleum In-
dustry Act (PIA)and local con-
tent.

investments, despite the South-
East’s voting pattern in the
2023 presidential election.

Nkwocha cited the establish-
ment of the South-East Devel-
opment Commission, the re-
construction of major federal
highways and investments in
transportinfrastructure as ev-
idence of the administration’s
commitment to inclusive na-
tional development.

He maintained that the re-
gion’s comparatively smaller
registered voter population
made strategic partnerships
with other geopolitical zones
important to its quest for
greater political influence and
national leadership.

Cancer: Foundation,
Lagos govt push for
early detection,
health insurance

By Silver Nwokoro

YIN Oni Foundation has
called for stronger cancer
prevention measures, ex-
panded screening pro-
rammes and affordable
ealth insurance, as it marked
15 years of cancer awareness
campaigns with a renewed
push to reduce deaths and
protect families from the fi-
nancial burden of treatment.
The call came amid the Lagos
State Government’s renewed
commitment to health fi-
nancing reforms aimed at ex-
pandinf insurance covere:fe
and reducing Nigerians’ de-
pendence on out-of-pocket
payments for medical care.
Speaking at the foundation’s
15th anniversary ceremony in
Lagos, themed “Beyond Aware-
ness: Understanding Cancer
From Prevention to Survivor-
ship,” its Chairperson, Bukola
Smith, stressed that early de-
tection remained critical to
improving survival rates for
breast, cervical and prostate
cancers, noting that more
Nigerians needed access to re-
liable information, screening
and appropriate treatment.

Oba of Benin opens
chess classic as 126
players battle for glory

From Joseph Kanjo, Benin

BA of Benin, EwuareIl, has

performed a ceremonial
chess move to officially open
the Royal Rapid Chess Classic
2026.

The tournament is part of ac-
tivities marking his 10th Coro-
nation Anniversary, with 126
players competing for hon-
ours and cash prizes.

The Benin monarch made the
symbolic opening move
against eight-year-old player
Emmanuella Omoragbon on
Saturday morning at his
palace in Benin City, winnin,
the brief exhibition match af-
ter capturinﬁ her bishop.

Followin%t e game, the tra-
ditional ruler pledged to spon-
sor the Primary 3 pupil’s edu-
cation and welfare.

Giving a brief historical back-
ground on the game of chess
during the event, Oba Ewuare

romised to add royal prizes
or the winners.

Oba Ewuare said: “This child
is now a child of the palace.
From now on, I want the
palace to monitor the progress
of thelittle girl: how she is do-
ing with chess, her education,
and her welfare.”
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The diplomat who stood firm for

By Our Reporters
IGERIA continues to reel from the loss
of one of its most enduring public

intellectuals.

Ambassador Patrick Dele Cole, elder states-
man, diplomat, historian and longtime
consultant to The Guardian, died in London
at the weekend after a brief illness aged 86.

His death has drawn an extraordinary out-
pouring of tributes from colleagues, diplo-
mats, editors, scholars and friends. They
remember a man of immense learning,
sharp memory, generous spirit and uncom-
mon courage; a man who believed that
journalism, diplomacy and public service
must all answer to truth.

Cole was Nigeria’s Ambassador to Brazil
and Argentina. He was also a former
Managing Director of the old Daily Times, an
adviser on international relations, and a
central figure in the intellectual formation
of The Guardian.

Until three weeks before his death, he still
attended the newspaper’s weekly Editorial
Board meetings. He was its oldest and
longest-serving consultant, having been
associated with The Guardian since its
founding in 1982.

Abridge builder of ideas and power

OLE occupied a rare space in Nigerian
public life. He was equally at home in
the university, the newsroom, the foreign
service and the corridors of government.

Yet he never treated ideas as mere decora-

tion for power. For him, ideas were tools for

building a better country:

His association with The Guardian
most clearly expressed that belief. As a
close friend and adviser to
the newspaper’s
founder, the late Alex
Ibruy, Cole helped shape
the publication’s ambi-
tion to become one of
Africa’s most serious newspa- |
pers.

Drawing on his experience at
Daily Times, he encouraged
the recruitment of the . &
late Dr Stanley
Macebuh as .

Guardian’s executive editor and later its first
managing director. Macebuh, in turn,
brought in intellectual and academic asso-
ciates who helped establish the robust edi-
torial tradition for which the newspaper
became known.

Cole’s contribution was not simply admin-
istrative. He helped define a philosophy:
that a newspaper should be intellectually
serious, historically informed, indepen-
dent-minded and morally courageous.

He fused diplomacy and intellectualism
into newspapering. He brought to editorial
discussions the finesse of a diplomat, the
depth of a scholar, the scepticism of a jour-
nalist and the conviction of a statesman.
The Guardian mourns a foundational
voice

HAIRMAN and Publisher of The

Guardian, Lady Maiden Ibru, received
the news of Cole’s death as “a big shock”,
noting that “he sits next to me (on the edito-
rial board). He looked good and well and
contributed to our Editorial Board meeting.
May he travel well.”

She recalled that Cole, a product of
Cambridge University, “was highly cerebral
and a godfather to my son Toke... In all
things we must give thanks.” She prayed for
the repose of his soul: “You now rest in the
bosom of God that created you. Shalom.”

Her tribute reflected both the institutional
and personal dimensions of Cole’s life. To
The Guardian, he was a consultant, adviser
and editorial conscience. To many individu-

als, he was a mentor, godfather,
friend and benefactor.
The first editor and for-
mer Managing

Director  of  The
Guardian, Mr Lade
Bonuola, reacted to
the death with
the disbelief
of a man los-
ing a long-
time colleague
and friend.

P “When the news
i‘ - first came to me in a
flash early today and in
#F less than a split second it
was taken down, I knew
some relief believing it was a
cruel hoax. As it has now turned
out with confirmation of the
exit several hours later, it means
d Iwas in a dream world wishing
that the devastating exit did not
happen after all.

“Hymmm! I knew he was travel-
ling to London, but there was

nothing to trigger my suspi-
cion thathe would breathe his
last there.

“A colossus has departed
our midst. Think of his

majestic carriage, his
W\ robustness of thoughts,

Y| the profundity of ideas

.« and the delivery which
made him a delight
and a teacher—to lis-
ten to in a debate and
in intellectual
exchanges.

“Oga, now I humbly
address you: Do not
look back. Turn your
gaze upwards to On-
High.

“I send my loving

and prayerful

thoughts that he

]
-
2]

may receive help and his path be blessed in
the Grace of the Lord’s Omnipotence.”

Bonuola’s words capture the qualities that
made Cole unforgettable in conversation:
his commanding presence, depth of
thought, eloquence and ability to teach
through debate.

An institution in journalism
RMER Managing Director/Editor-in-

Chief of The Guardian, Mr Emeka Eluem
Izeze, described Cole as “an institution”
who, though not originally a media person,
wielded great influence and power in the
media industry.

Izeze recalled that the late Cole set a tone
for the media and, as MD of Daily Times,
went all over the world in search of intellec-
tuals drawn from professions other than
the media, bringing intellect to Daily Times,
later replicated in The Guardian through Dr
Macebuh, whom he brought from the
United States.

As a friend and adviser of the late Alex Ibru,
Cole had a great influence on what later
became The Guardian and in pursuit of
Ibru’s aspiration to make the newspaper
one of the very best in Africa and the world.
Recalling Cole’s wide experiences in diplo-
macy, politics—he once ran for the presiden-
cy—and in academia, Izeze noted that Cole’s
influence on The Guardian was “mind-bog-
gling” and a “marvel”.

“He was a humanist to the core, philan-
thropic and very kind, considerate and very
happy when a friend or junior colleague
was making progress professionally or aca-
demically,” Izeze said.

“He was a wonderful man who kept his
sense of reason even under the most
provocative circumstances.”

That last quality—reason under provoca-
tion—was central to Cole’s character. In edi-
torial meetings, where opinions could be
forceful and disagreements sharp, he
brought calm, rigour and perspective. He
could challenge an argument firmly with-
out diminishing the person making it.

Former Chairman of the Editorial Board,
Professor G.G. Darah, said: “Dr Dele Cole’s
death strikes a major blow at The Guardian’s

heritage of courage and excellence.”

It was a fitting summary of Cole’s contribu-
tion. His courage was not noise; it was the
refusal to abandon truth for convenience.
His excellence was not showmanship; it was
the discipline of thought, evidence and
moral clarity.

Former Managing Director/Editor-in-Chief
of The Guardian, Mr Martins Oloja, described
Ambassador Cole as a good man. “He had a
heart of gold. A man who was always hun-
gry for knowledge of the world system.
Always with a bag of books! His originality,
unquestionable till the end. Announcing
his passing is like breaking the news of a
burning library. It is quite hard to say
‘Goodbye’, Sir.

“We will celebrate your good life. We won’t
forget what you always told us to be as jour-
nalists: You told us to always be cynical and
fastidious in our inquiries. You always
enjoined us to question the actions and atti-
tude of those in authority at editorial board
deliberations.. . You bought for many of usa
book titled “Thieves of State” so that we
could deconstruct the profile of leaders
who come to power just to enrich them-
selves. Awww! Sir, really hard to say good-
bye!”

Editor of The Guardian, Dr Femi Adekoya,
recalled the Ambassador’s wish to ensure
that a national value system is upheld by
organising essays to encourage younger
Nigerians to debate a value system worthy
of emulation to bring about desired change
in society.

“He was never shy of telling the truth to
everyone around him and constantly talked
about how to improve The Guardian, its
social impact, especially from the point of
view of editorials. He was a good man from
whom we learnt so much. We’ll miss
decades of experience shared with us to
make our editorials richer. Good night,
Ambassador.”

A man of history and memory
OLE’S diplomatic career gave him a dis-
tinctive understanding of Nigeria’s
place in the world. He served as Ambassador
toBrazil and Argentina, and later advised on
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truth in newsrooms, public lite

international relations at the highest levels
of government.

But he remained, above all, a student and
custodian of history. In editorial debates, he
could place present crises within longer
national and global patterns. He remem-
bered precedents, mistakes, promises and
turning points that others might overlook.

Former Minister of External Affairs and
member of The Guardian Editorial Board,
Professor Bolaji Akinyemi, eulogised his
friend and associate of 51 years.

“The news of the death of the Ambassador,
Dr Dele Cole, struck me like thunder.

“I first met him in 1975 when I transferred
from the University of Ibadan to the
Nigerian Institute of International Affairs.
He walked into my office and invited me to
lunch by just saying, 1was your elder broth-
er's classmate at the Ibadan Grammar
School; let us go for lunch.’ Thus started 51
years of relationship and friendship
between Ambassador Cole and me.

“This relationship saw him piloting me
through the NIIA (Nigerian Institute of
International Affairs) and saw me appoint-
ing him as Ambassador to Brazil.

“We both ended up as members of the edi-
torial board of The Guardian Newspapers.
The Wednesday meeting was the highlight
of my week. Ambassador Cole was the
remembrance of the history of Nigeria. He
remembered so much and we will remem-
ber him. “Rest well.”

Akinyemi’s tribute presents Cole as a con-
nector of people, institutions and genera-
tions. A friendship that began with a simple
lunch invitation grew into five decades of
shared work in scholarship, diplomacy and
journalism.

It also highlights Cole’s extraordinary
memory. He was, in Akinyemi’s words, “the
remembrance of the history of Nigeria.”
That historical consciousness made his con-
tributions to public debate especially valu-
able. He did not see issues in isolation; he
saw them as part of a continuing national
story.

The man who gave the last word
WlTHIN The Guardian’s Editorial Board,

Cole’s experience and judgement
often earned him the final word in discus-
sions. It was not merely a mark of seniority.
It reflected confidence in his ability to weigh
competing views and return the conversa-
tion to first principles.

Former editor of The Guardian, Alabi
Williams, who is also on the editorial board,
noted: “Ambassador Patrick Dele Cole (PDC),
very often, was offered the last say on The
Guardian Editorial Board. That's a testament
to a robust wealth of experience traversing
the Media, Diplomacy and Public Service.

“Chairman of the Board, Prof. Wale Omole,
would ask the Ambassador to cap a dis-
course. And he did so eloquently and metic-
ulously.

“PDC was measured; he took his time. But
he didn’t abdicate the task we set for our-
selves—healing an open wound with truth.
His deliveries were scholarly and always
memorable.

“On a social level, he made sure that we
were lavishly ‘spoilt’ on his birthdays.
Always a delight. “You will be missed, Sir.”

Williams’s phrase—“healing an open
wound with truth”—may be the clearest
expression of Cole’s editorial philosophy. He
did not regard truth as a weapon for sensa-
tionalism. He saw it as medicine: sometimes
painful, but necessary for national healing.

His interventions were scholarly, yet never
detached from Nigeria’s realities. He com-
bined intellectual depth with practical con-

cern for governance, justice and the welfare
of citizens.
Mentor, friend, humanist

EYOND his public achievements, Cole

was remembered for his generosity. He
celebrated the progress of younger col-
leagues, supported friends and used his
influence quietly to open doors.

Editorial Page Editor of The Guardian, Mr
Kunle Sanyaolu, noted: “Having survived
the untimely death of his dear wife for three
years, Dr Cole appeared larger than life. One
can then imagine the shock of the
announcement of his death, even at 86. For
all that he represented, the Ambassador has
left a void that will be difficult to fill. He was
an historian, intellectual, writer, statesman,
politician, thinker, journalist,administrator
and humanist rolled into one. Dr Cole man-
aged to impact everyone who came his way
with his whole being, and in a way that
made a huge difference to the people. All of
us will miss him for these qualities and
more, including his immense sense of
humour. May he rest in peace.”

Sanyaolu’s description captures the
breadth of Cole’s life. He was not easily con-
fined to one title. Historian, diplomat, jour-
nalist,administrator, politician and human-
ist: each description was true, yet none was
sufficient on its own.

A member of the board, Professor Ndubisi
Nwokoma, described Cole’s death as a big
shock, noting that he had been “a great pil-
lar of intellect, knowledge and accommoda-
tion to the Editorial Board.”

“The first time [ met you at the Board meet-
ing, not long after I was invited to join the
Board, I was fascinated by your depth of
knowledge and in-depth analysis of issues
from many perspectives such that I found it
difficult to fault your conclusion on the
issue at hand. That has been one of the
strengths of the Editorial Board of The
Guardian in being able to evaluate critical
national and global issues and proffer solu-
tions and practicable advice to government
and other concerned entities.

“I always delight in hearing from you when
you engage on every issue and I guess that
applies to other members of the Board.I can
recall your friendliness and joviality when I
request, during Board discussions, to add
(or chip in) some perspectives to issues that
you jokingly refer to me as ‘Mr Chip in’, and
we all laugh.

“It is so sad to know that we will not have
the privilege of having you around any-
more. This is a big loss to us all on the Board.
Rest in peace, Ambassador. I pray that God
will grant us all, especially members of your
immediate family, the fortitude to bear this
irreparable loss.”

Other members of The Guardian’s editorial
family also mourned a man they regarded
asirreplaceable.

Dr Kabir Alabi Garba, Editor of Weekend
Guardian, described the death as “the exit of
a titan!” Mrs Eki Durojaiye, Legal Adviser,
said: “What a great loss! You will be sorely
missed, Ambassador. Farewell, Your
Excellency.”

Professor Sylvester Odion-Akhaine said: “An
Iroko has fallen. May his soul rest in the
bosom of our Lord.” Francis Abayomi said:
“A rare gem has departed. May the soul of
the Ambassador rest in peace.”

Francis Onaiyekan wrote: “Haaaa! Igi nld
wo!! janlal I'émil!! (The big
tree has fallen; the big fish
has departed the
water!)

“There goes Dr
Cole, intensely
intellectual, my
big ‘oga’, my kin-
dred spirit, above
all, one helluva good
man.

“When come such
another? rinréo.”

Deputy Editor, Dr Wole
Oyebade, added: “The
ambassador has gone to
join the collective soul
stuff of the universe, the
world of the living dead,
the ancestors. He was truly a
legend here. Dr Cole was
there for The Guardian
from the begin-
ning until he
breathed
his last.
His
regu-
lar
pres-

p -

B
*f.

ence and brilliant perspectives at the weekly
editorial board meeting were the stuff of
legends, typical of the most eloquent of
men.

“A towering figure in courage and finesse,
he was never shy about reminding the
media of its role as a moral bully pulpit in
the state. Indeed, most men are born; some
are made. Dr Cole straddles the two.

“Thank you for the gift of you, Ambassador.
It was really a pleasure while it lasted. My
condolences to the family and The Guardian
Editorial Board.”

Oyebade’s tribute returns to the idea that
defined Cole’s view of journalism: the
media as “a moral bully pulpit in the state.”
For Cole, journalism was not merely a busi-
ness or a route to influence. It was a public
trust, obliged to defend accountability, jus-
tice and the common good.

Alegacy that endures
TRICK Dele Cole’s passing removes
from Nigeria’s public life a rare combina-
tion of diplomat, journalist, scholar, admin-
istrator and moral voice. But his legacy
remains embedded in the institutions he
helped shape.

At Daily Times, he worked to broaden
Nigerian journalism by bringing intellectu-
al rigour into the newsroom. At The
Guardian, he helped build an editorial cul-
ture grounded in courage, scholarship and
independence. In diplomacy, he represent-
ed Nigeria with the seriousness of a man
who understood that national reputation is
built through competence, principle and
integrity.

He also leaves a deeply personal legacy:
friendships that lasted for decades, younger
professionals he encouraged, and col-
leagues who remember not only his bril-
liance but his kindness.

Nigeria has lost an elder statesman. The
Guardian has lost its longest-serving consul-
tant and one of its foundational intellectual
voices. The diplomatic community has lost
a seasoned representative of the country.
But perhaps the greatest loss is to a public
culture that urgently needs people who can
be firm with truth.

Cole was firm because
he was prepared. He
was courageous
because he under-
stood history. And
he was humane
because achieve-
ment never hard-

ened him into
., arrogance.

As the tributes
make clear, an
Iroko has fallen.
Yet the values he
planted—intellec-
tual courage, edito-
rial independence,
* public service and
y fidelity to truth—

will continue to

speak.




10|

THE GUARDIAN, Monday, October19,2026

KANO STATE

THE CENTER OF COMMERCE

Kanoin Focus

www.guardian.ng

CLAD in his usual white at-
tire but wearing a ma-
roon cap, and displaying his
characteristic calmness and
composure, Governor Abba
Kabir Yusuf’s political
strength came to the fore yes-
terday at the Banquet Hall,
Presidential Villa, Abuja.

The occasion was the inau-
guration of the Presidential
Campaign Council for the re-
election of President Bola
Ahmed Tinubu in 2027.

The gathering attracted po-
litical heavyweights, influ-
ential chieftains and leaders
of the ruling All Progressives
Congress (APC), setting the
stage for a nationwide cam-
paign to mobilise support
for the President’s re-election
bid.

Amid the glamour, with 31
APC governors occupying the
front row of the hall, Gover-
nor Yusuf stood out, earning
special presidential recogni-
tion for wearing a cap bearing
the broken-shackle emblem
associated with President Tin-
ubu.

During his speech, President
Tinubu singled out Gover-
nor Yusuf’s distinctive ma-
roon cap, adorned with the
broken-shackle emblem,
commending the governor
for embracing a symbol that
represents freedom from
poverty, illiteracy, insecurity

and other barriers to nation-
al development.
While expressing admiration
for Governor Yusuf’s loyalty,
President Tinubu said the em-
blem conveyed a powerful
message of liberation from
the challenges that have con-
tinued to hinder societal
progress and development.
According to him, the bro-
ken shackle represents the
determination to break the
longstanding cycle of poverty
and liberate Nigerians from
the social and economic dif-
ficulties that have held them
back.
He explained that poverty; il-
literacy and insecurity remain
major challenges confronting
the country; stressing the need
for deliberate and sustained ef
forts to overcome them and
secure a better future for Nige-
rians.
The President noted that the
broken-shackle emblem was
more than a mere symbol,
representing hope, freedom
and the possibility of a new be-
ginning for the people.
Yusuf’s special recognition,
which attracted considerable
attention among his peers
during the inauguration, was
perhaps no coincidence.
Tinubu undoubtedly recog-
nises Kano's strategic impor-
tance as a major political
stronghold and a critical bat-

Kano Assures Tinubu of Northern

Support for 2027 Re-election

campaign office.

bition.

in favour of the APC.

prove the lives of Nigerians.

nities.

ordinator.

la

I(PANO State Governor, Alhaji Abba Kabir Yusuf, has assured
resident Bola Ahmed Tinubu of Northern Nigeria’s sup-
port for his re-election in the 2027 general elections.

The governor gave the assurance on Saturday in Abuja while
speaking at the inauguration of the Arewa for Asiwaju (A4A)

Yusuf expressed confidence that the North would stand be-
hind President Tinubu in the forthcoming election, reaf-
firming his commitment to the President’s second-term am-

He said the A4A movement would serve as a platform for mo-
bilising supportacross the Northern states and strengthening
political engagement ahead of the 2027 general elections.

He said Kano, as the state with the highest number of registered
voters in Northern Nigeria, would, in sha Allah, lead other states
to secure victory for President Tinubu, with a massive turnout

Speaking at the event, Vice-President Kashim Shettima said the
North had demonstrated its support for President Tinubu,
stressing that political support must go hand in hand with ac-
countability, good governance and tangible results that im-

The Vice-President acknowledged the economic challenges fac-
ing citizens and emphasised the need for the administration
to remain responsive to their concerns while prioritising se-
curity, education, poverty reduction and economic opportu-

The A4A movementaims to coordinate support for President
Tinubu and Vice-President Shettima across the 19 Northern
states and the Federal Capital Territory, with former Minister
of Defence, H.E. Badaru Abubakar, serving as its national co-

v A0

President Bola Ahmad Tinubu exchanged pleasantries with a Centenari-
an and elder stateman Alh. Tanko Yakasai during the Presidential cam-
paign council Inauguration in Abuja.

tleground in Nigeria’s presi-
dential elections.

For a governor navigating the
complexities of Kano’s politi-
cal landscape, the occasion
provided another opportu-
nity for President Tinubu to
demonstrate his strong in-
terestin Kano politics and the
state’s strategic relevance
within the national political
structure.

According to recent voter reg-
istration data from the Inde-
pendent National Electoral
Commission (INEC), Kano
ranked second nationally,
with 6,570,276 registered vot-
ersout of atotal 0f103,428,715
nationwide.

Beyond the ceremonial glam-
our, Governor Yusuf’s adop-
tion of Tinubu’s infinity-sym-
bol cap was not merely a mat-
ter of political fashion at this
defining moment in history.
Rather; it reflected his com-
mitment to the President’s

Renewed Hope Agenda and
his determination to align
Kano with the administra-
tion’s vision for infrastruc-
tural and socio-economic de-
velopment.

The transition from his fa-
miliar red cap to the maroon
cap also sent a clear political
message of loyalty, solidarity
and commitment to mobilis-
ing massive supportand votes
for President Tinubu in the
2027 presidential election.
For those who doubted the
sincerity of his political re-
alignment, Governor Yusuf
has continued to demonstrate
loyalty to President Tinubu
since his defection to the rul-
ing APC.

His decision to replace the
iconicred cap, long associated
with the Kwankwasiyya po-
litical movement, with the
maroon cap bearing Tinubu'’s
emblem represents a re-
markable political transfor-

Presidential Campaign Council Inauguration: How Gov Yusuf Shines Amid Hundreds

President Bola Ahmad Tinubu and Vice President Sen. Kashim Shettima
during the APC Presidential Campaign Council Inauguration in Abuja.

mation that many had previ-
ously considered almost im-
possible.

Indeed, the symbolism ex-
tends beyond a change in
colour or political identity. It
reflects a significant shift in

Kano’s political dynamics,
particularly against the back-
drop of Governor Yusuf’s
longstanding association
with Senator Rabiu Musa
Kwankwaso and the
Kwankwasiyya Movement.

Gov. Yusuf Attends 2026 SAN Swearing-In Ceremony at Supreme Court

Congratulates 68 New SANs, Kano's Candidate Sagir Gezawa

I ANO State Governor, Al-
aji Abba Kabir Yusuf, has
attended the 2026 swearing-
in ceremony of 68 newly con-
ferred Senior Advocates of
Nigeria (SANs)at the Supreme
Court of Nigeria in Abuja,
where he congratulated Kano
State’s candidate, Barrister
Sagir Gezawa Suleiman, on his
elevation to the prestigious
rank alongside 67 other
lawyers.
The 68 recipients comprise 67
legal practitioners and one ac-
ademic, Professor Nnamdi

Onyeka Obiaraeri. The cere-
mony also marked the com-
mencement of the 20262027
Legal Year.

Governor Yusuf described
Gezawa as a competent and
incorruptible legal practi-
tioner whose achievement
had brought honour to Kano
State.

He urged him to remain a
worthy ambassador of the
state by upholding the high-
eststandards of professional
ethics, integrity and justice in

the discharge of his responsi-
bilities.

The governor noted that Geza-
wa’s elevation was a source of
pride and encouragement to
Kano's legal community, urg-
ing young lawyers to draw in-
spiration from his achievement
through hard work, discipline
and commitment to the rule of
law.

Herecalled thatKano State had
continued to produce distin-
guished legal practitioners, cit-
ing Barrister Abdulkarim

Kabiru Maude and Barrister
Aminu Gadanya, who at-
tained the SAN rankin 2025, as
well as Barrister Sunusi Musa
and Barrister Abdul Adamu
Fagge, who were elevated in
2024.

Governor Yusuf reaffirmed
his administration’s com-
mitment to supporting insti-
tutions and initiatives that
promote professional excel-
lence, justiceand human cap-
ital development in Kano
State.

Gov. Yusuf Congratulates Ekiti Counterpart, Oyebaniji on Second-Term Inauguration
Celebrates Senator Basheer Lado at 60

I ANO State Governor, Al-
aji Abba Kabir Yusuf, has
congratulated his Ekiti State
counterpart, Biodun Oyebanji,
on his inauguration fora sec-
ond term in office.
Governor Yusuf described the
occasion as a significant mile-
stone in Oyebanji’s political ca-
reer and a testament to the
confidence reposed in his
leadership by the people of Ek-
iti State.
The governor expressed opti-
mism that Oyebanji’s second
term would provide another
opportunity to consolidate
his achievements, strength-
en democratic governance
and accelerate development
across Ekiti State.
He urged the Ekiti State gov-
ernor to remain committed to
people-oriented policies, in-
clusive governance and pro-
grammes aimed at improving
citizens'’ living conditions.
Governor Yusuf, whowas rep-

resented by his deputy, Mur-
tala Garo, at the inaugura-
tion, also emphasised the im-
portance of cooperation
among state governments in
promoting national unity, eco-
nomic growth and sustain-
able development.

He wished Governor Oyeban-
ji and his deputy, Monisade
Afuye, a successful and pro-
ductive second term in office.
Meanwhile, Governor Yusuf
also congratulated Senator
Basheer Lado, Special Adviser
to President Bola Ahmed Tin-
ubu on National Assembly
Matters (Senate), on his 60th
birthday.

The governor described Sen-
ator Lado as an experienced
politician,accomplished leg-
islator and committed public
servant whose contributions
to democratic governance,
humanitarian services and

Esus -

Member Representing Pankshln/ Kanke/Kanam Federal Constituency of
Plateau state Yusuf Adamu Gagdi on courtesy visit to Governor Abba

Kabir Yusuf in Abuja.

national development remain
commendable.

Yusuf acknowledged Lado’s
role in strengthening rela-
tions between the Executive
and the Senate, noting that his
political experience and ma-
turity had continued to con-
tribute to effective governance
and national cohesion.
Herecalled that Senator Lado
represented Kano Central Sen-
atorial Districtin the Seventh
National Assembly from 2011
to 2015, where he served as
Vice-Chairman of the Senate
Committee on Works and fa-
cilitated important con-
stituency projects, including
the Kundila Bridge, popularly
known as GadarLado,in Kano
State.

The governor also com-
mended Lado’s contributions
to humanitarian services
through his previous posi-

tions as Federal Commis-
sioner of the National Com-
mission for Refugees, Mi-
grants and Internally Dis-
placed Persons, and Director-
General of the National
Agency for the Prohibition of
Trafficking in Persons (NAP-
TIP).

Yusuf further praised the sen-
ator’s interventions through
the Ladon Alheri Foundation
in education, healthcare,
women’s empowerment, ru-
ral water supply and support
for disadvantaged commu-
nities.

He said Senator Lado’s record
of public service reflected his
commitment to improving
the welfare of Nigerians and
advancing the country’s de-
velopment.

The governor prayed that
Almighty Allah would grant
Senator Lado good health,
wisdom and more years of
fruitful service to the nation.

Chief of Staff to President Bola Ahmad T|nubu Rt. Hon. Femi Gbajabiamila
exchanged pleasantries with Kano state Deputy Governor, Alh. Murtala Sule
Garo during the inauguration of Gov. Oyebaniji of Ekiti state, in Ado Ekiti.
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Tanker tragedies in Delta, Edo, Oyo raise safety concerns, renew calls for road repairs

From Gloria Nwafor (Lagos),
Monday Osayande (Asaba) and
Rotimi Agboluaje, Ibadan
FEARhas gripped residents

of Agbor, Delta State,
following a petrol tanker
explosion along the Old
Lagos-Asaba Road yesterday,
barely three days after a
deadly tanker explosion at
Oluku Market near Benin City,
Edo State.

Inyetanother accident, five
people were feared dead and
10 others rescued on Saturday
after a tanker conveying
45,000 litres of Automotive
Gas Oil (diesel) reportedly
suffered brake failure and
crashed into four vehicles
along the Ojoo-lwo Road
Expressway in Ibadan, Oyo
State.

The Agbor incident
reportedly followed a collision
involving a petrol-laden

tanker shortly before Okoh
Junction, triggering a fire that
engulfed nearby vehiclesand
destroyed properties worth
millions of naira.

The extent of the damage and
the number of casualties had
yet to be officially confirmed
as of the time of filing this
report.

The cause of the collision and
the circumstances thatled to
the explosion were also
unclear.

The incident sparked panic
among residents, traders,
motorists and other road
users, renewing concerns
about the dangers posed by
petroleum tanker accidents
along busy highways and in
communities.

The explosion came amid
public outrage over the
deadly incident at Oluku
Market, along the Benin-

NDLEA intercepts Saudi-bound cannabis,
seizes N7b tramadol at Lagos port

By Bertram Nwannekanma
HE National Drug Law
Enforcement  Agency

(NDLEA) has intercepted a
consignment of cannabis
concealed in a gallon of palm
oil at the Mallam Aminu Kano
International Airport, Kano,
bound for Saudi Arabia, while
uncovering 8,725 kilogrammes
of powdered tramadol valued
at more than N6.98 billion at
the Apapa Port in Lagos.

The operations, conducted
across several states, also led to
the seizure of large quantities
of cannabis, tramadol and
other controlled substances,
with dozens of suspects
arrested, including an 85-year-
old grandmotherin Edo State.
Atthe Kanoairport on Friday,

October 16, NDLEA operatives
intercepted Fatimah Ahmad
during the outward clearance
of an Ethiopian Airlines flight
to Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, via
Addis Ababa. A search of the
gallon of palm oil in her
possession revealed 511.75
grammes of cannabis.

Ahmad reportedly told
investigators that her cousin,
Abubakar Yahaya, had given
her the container. Yahaya was
subsequently arrested at the
airport car park.

At the Apapa Port, a joint
examination with the Nigeria
Customs Service and other
agencies on October 2
uncovered a shipment of
powdered tramadol from India,
falsely declared as maize starch.
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Lagos Highway in Ovia North-
East Local Council of Edo
State, last Thursday, which
reportedly claimed several
lives and left others injured.

Against this backdrop, the
Nigeria Union of Petroleum
and Natural Gas Workers
(NUPENG) has called for the
urgent rehabilitation of

deteriorating roads across
the country, warning that
poor road conditions pose
serious risks to motorists
and petroleum tanker
operators.

In a statement mourning
the victims of the Oluku
explosion, the union said the
tragedy underscored the

need for sustained measures
to improve road safety,
particularly in Edo State and
other parts of the country
where deteriorating roads
create hazards for road users.
NUPENG  expressed
condolences to the Edo State
Governor, Monday
Okpebholo, and residents of
the affected community over
the loss of lives, injuries and
destruction of property.

The union also expressed
concern over the recurrence
of fatal incidents despite
collaborative efforts with
relevant safety agencies to
educate the public on the
dangers of scooping spilled
fuel and other flammable
substances ataccident scenes.
Itreaffirmed its commitment
toworking with the Edo State
Government and other
stakeholders to strengthen

Police arrest officers, seven suspects over assault, rape, robbery, vandalism

From Segun Ayinde (Abeokuta),
Tina Agosi Todo (Calabar) and
Monday Osayande (Asaba)

POLICE commands in
Ogun, Cross River and
Delta states have arrested
four officers and seven
suspects in separate cases
involving alleged assault,
rape, armed robbery and
vandalism of public
infrastructure.

In Ogun State, four police
officers have been arrested
over the alleged assault of a
young man in ljagba, Ado-

Odo/Ota Local Council, aftera
viral video showed them
pinning him to the ground
and attempting to force him
into a commercial minibus
over his camouflage shorts.
The footage, first posted on
TikTok by HairbyArik and
later shared on X by
@Godsboy441, showed the
man struggling against the
officers and crying for help,
prompting residents to gather
and challenge the policemen.
A woman was heard
questioning the officers’
conduct, while others

demanded that the handcuffs
be removed from the young
man. The confrontation
reportedly ended with his
release.

The woman who recorded
the incident also alleged that
the officers threatened her for
filming the encounter.

Reacting to the video, the
Commissioner of Police, Bode
Ojajuni, ordered the
immediate identification and
arrest of the officers and

directed a  thorough
investigation into the
incident.

preventive measures and
reduce the risk of similar
tragedies.

Residents and road users in
Agbor were similarly advised
to keep away from the affected
area and avoid approaching
the burning tanker or any
location where petroleum
products might have spilled.

Two killed, two injured
in Lagos auto crash

'WO people have died and

two others sustained in-
juries in aroad crash involv-
ing a commercial bus and a
pickup van along the
Adekunle corridor, inward
Iyana Oworo, Lagos.
The Lagos State Traffic Man-
agement Authority (LAST-
MA) said the accident in-
volved a Suzuki commercial
bus with registration num-
ber KTU 333 YF and a pickup
van.

According to the agency,
its operatives arrived
promptly at the scene to co-
ordinate rescue efforts, se-
cure the area and evacuate
the victims.

The bodies of the deceased
were recovered and hand-
ed over to the Lagos State
Environmental Health Mon-
itoring Unit (SEHMU), also
known as SHEMU, while the
injured man and woman
were taken to the General
Hospital, Odan, for urgent
medical attention.

Eleme pipeline explosion: Victims demand compensation, probe of ignored warnings

From Ann Godwin, Port Harcourt

SURVIVORS of agas pipeline
explosion in Aleto
community, Eleme Local
Council of Rivers State, have
demanded compensation for
their losses, alleging that
warnings about a suspected
leak were ignored before the
blast destroyed homes and
businesses and injured
several residents.

The explosion occurred last
Thursdayalong Old Bori Road
following a reported gas leak
from a pipeline belonging
to NNPC Gas Infrastructure
Company Limited, a

Lagos youths take drug abuse campaign to Mile 2 community

By Ayonote Clement

UNG people in Mile 2
Estate, Amuwo-Odofin
Local Council of Lagos State,
are stepping up efforts to
discourage drug abuse,
cultism and other social vices
through community outreach
programmes aimed at
promoting healthier and
more responsible lifestyles.
The initiative, led by Abete
Community Youths,combines
health interventions with
education, environmental
sanitation and youth
engagement to encourage

residents, particularly young
people, to contribute
positively to their community.
Atits second yearly medical
outreach, the group
reaffirmed its commitment
to tackling social problems
while improving access to
basic healthcare and creating
opportunities for young
people to become agents of
change.

The group’s president,
Adepoju Samuel, said the
initiative was established to
encourage youths who grew
up in the community to give

backto society and challenge
negative perceptions about
young people.

He said the medical
outreach began in 2025, with
the latest edition marking
the  group’s  second
consecutive year of providing
healthcare support to
residents.

According to Samuel, the
initiative covers the wider
Mile 2 Estate community,
including the extension and
Zones A, B, D, E and F, to
ensure that more residents
benefit from its activities.

subsidiary of NNPC Limited.

More than 50 houses and
shops were reportedly
damaged, while about 20
people sustained injuries.

A shop owner and victim,
identified simply as Esther,
said she was attending to
customers when she heard a
loud explosion. As she and
others rushed outside to find
out what had happened,
another blast followed,
scattering goods and forcing
her to flee.

“I could not wait to take
anything. The only things I
managed to escape with were

my Point-of-Sale (PoS)
machine and phones,” she
said.

Esther, who sustained
injuries while escaping, said
she fell and lost a bag

Scene of the gas explosion.

containing about N100,000.
Awoman who recognised her
atanearby junction took her
to a pharmacy, where she
received first aid and
medication.

LAWMA deploys over 25 compactors for waste evacuation in Oshodi

By Bertram Nwannekanma

THE Lagos Waste
Management Authority
(LAWMA) has deployed more
than 25 compactor trucks and
sanitation personnel to clear
accumulated waste across
several streets in Oshodi-Isolo
Local Council.

The week-long intervention is
aimed at clearing waste
backlogs, improving
environmental sanitation and
strengthening waste collection
arrangements in the affected
communities.

The exercise, coordinated by

Hot Lines: 08034990344 and 08160223638

LAWMA management staff, is
being supported by the
Supervisor for Health in
Oshodi-Isolo Local Council.
Advocacy activities are also
being conducted alongside

g

LAWMA officials clearing waste in Oéhodl, yesterday.

the evacuation to encourage
residents to adopt
responsible waste disposal
practices and participate
actively in keeping their
communities clean.
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Bauchi health agency chief, four children die in road crash

From Rauf Oyewole (Bauchi)
and Rotimi Agholuaje (Ibadan)

HE Executive Secretary of

the Bauchi State Health
Contributory Management
Agency (BASHCMA), Ibrahim
Ladan Duguri, and four of
his children, have died in a
road crash along Duguri
Road in Alkaleri Local Coun-
cil of the state.

However, another son of
the deceased was injured in
the crash and is receiving
treatment in hospital.

The incident reportedly oc-
curred at the weekend while
the family was travelling to
their village, throwing their
loved ones into mourning.

Also, three people were
burnt to death while five oth-
ers were rescued with mi-
nor injuries after a bus car-

* Three burnt to death in Oyo road crash

ters of Afijio Local Council of
Oyo State.
The accident occurred in the

Bauchi accident scene.

rying bakery machines
rammed into a stationary
trailer at Jobele, headquar-

early hours of Sunday in
front of the Afijio Local Gov-
ernment Secretariat, ac-
cording to the Oyo State Fire
Services Agency.

Rescuers at Oyo crash scene.

Gridlock strands motorists on Benin-Lagos expressway

From Joseph Kanjo, Benin

UNDREDS of motorists

and commuters were
stranded for more than three
hours yesterday morning fol-
lowing a gridlock between
Ovia Bridge and Okada Junc-
tion along the Benin-Lagos
Expressway.

The traffic congestion was
blamed on indiscriminate
roadside parking, impatience
among motorists, broken-
down vehicles and an acci-
dent along the route.

The Guardian gathered that
some heavy-duty truck drivers
parked by the roadside and
continued sleeping into the
early hours of the morning,
obstructing the movement
of other vehicles.

Many of the stranded mo-
torists were drivers of articu-

lated vehicles who had hoped
toleave Benin early enough to
reach their destinations on
time.
The Okada axis of the ex-
Eressway was also said to
ave become notorious for
traffic congestion because of
a damaged section of the

road near the tipper garage.
One of the drivers, who iden-
tified himself as Akanni,
lamented the failure of some
of his colleagues to observe
basic road safety rules.
“Imagine drivers parking
by theroadside, sleeping and
failing to wake up on time to

Stranded motorists along Benin-Lagos expfesswy. ]

continue their journeys,
thereby contributing to the
gridlock,” he said.

Another driver, identified
simply as Chukwu, said he
had been informed of traffic
congestion around Ovia
Bridge at about 2:00 a.m. on
Sunday, prompting him to
rest at a bypass near Oluku.
He, however, expressed sur-
prise at encountering an-
other gridlock after passing
through the traffic around
Ovia Bridge without difficul-

ty.

Chukwu blamed the situa-
tion on poor enforcement of
traffic regulations, urging
government agencies, par-
ticularly the Federal Road
Safety Corps (FRSC), to en-
sure that motorists obey road
safety rules.

Police probe attack on Aba station as two officers die

'HE Abia State Police Com-

mand haslaunched anin-
vestigation into an attack on
the Urratta-Eziukwu Divi-
sional Police Headquarters
in Aba, which claimed the
lives of two senior officers
and left three inspectors in-
jured.

Theattack occurred atabout
2:26 a.m. on Saturday, October
17, 2026 when unidentified
armed hoodlums reportedly
stormed the station with ex-

plosives, triggering a fire that
damaged part of the building
and a divisional patrol van.

The Command said the in-
jured inspectors are receiv-
ing medical attention,adding
that no firearms or ammuni-
tion were carted away by the
attackers.

However, following the inci-
dent, the Commissioner of
Police, Wilfred Afolabi, per-
sonallyled tactical units to the
area to assess the situation

and coordinate security op-
erations.

The team combed the sur-
rounding neighbourhood as
part of efforts to track down
the assailants, while intensi-
fied security operations and
monitoring were launched
to identify and apprehend
those responsible.

Afolabi condemned the at-
tack and vowed that the per-
petrators would be brought
to justice, assuring residents

that the Command would de-
ployall necessary operational
and intelligence resources to
ensure their arrest.

The police said calm had
been restored to the affected
area, while efforts to appre-
hend the attackers contin-
ued.

The commissioner also ex-

ressed condolences to the
amilies of the two officers
killed and the wider police
community over the loss.

Customs hands over drugs, codeine syrup worth N511m to NAFDAC, NDLEA

By Adaku Onyenucheya

THE Nigeria Customs Serv-
ice (NCS) has handed over
illicit drugs and 57 cartons of
codeine syrup, valued at
N511.4 million, alongside two
susl};ects and two vehicles,
to the National Drug Law En-
forcement Agency (NDLEA)
and the National Agency for
Food and Drug Administra-
tion and Control (NAFDAC)
for further investigation and
possible prosecution.

The seized drugs included 121
parcels of cannabis sativa
weighing 65.9 kilogrammes,
100 grammes of crystal
methamphetamine, 400
grammes of cocaine, 900
grammes of ground syn-
thetic cannabis and 4.3 kilo-
grammes of  hybrid
cannabis.

Customs officers also re-

covered 86 Ipacks of poly-
thene bags allegedly used to
conceal the drugs.
The two vehicles, a Toyota Hi-
acebusandaToyotaSi-
enna, were inter- g%
cepted in separate |
operations, with
one male suspect
arrested in connec-
tion with each in-
cident. - o
Deputy . 8
Comptrol-" &
ler in ¢
charge of
Enforce-
ment,
Oluwase-

speaking
during the
handover cer-
emony at the

Arrested suspect

Federal Operations Unit
(FOU), Zone A Headquarters
in Ikeja, La§os, said the
seizures resulted from intel-
ligence-led operations along
border routes, highways and

. other strategic locations.

Oguntuase represented
the Acting Comptroller of
FOU Zone A, Oladapo Afeni.
He said the firstinter-
ception occurred
. atabout1:00 p.m.
. on Saturday, Oc-
tober 10, 2026
when a patrol
team, acting
on intelli-
gence,
stopped a
Toyota Hi-
ace  bus
along the Lagos-
Benin Express-
way, around
Ore, Ondo

State.

The vehicle was conveying
susFected illicit drugs con-
cealed in polythene bags.

According to the Customs,
subsequent examination
and analysis by the NDLEA of-
ficials confirmed the sub-
stances.

In another separate opera-
tionatabout2.07 p.m.on Oc-
tober 7, 2026, officers inter-
cepted another vehicle along
the Lagos-lbadan Express-
way and discovered 57 car-
tons of assorted brands of
codeine syrup.

Oguntuase, however, said
that the handover reflected
the Service’s commitment
to working with relevant
agencies to combat drug traf-
ficking, smuggling of con-
trolled substances and the
circulation of unsafe phar-
maceutical products.

In a statement, the agency
said itreceived a distress call
at about 12:20 a.m. report-
ing that vehicles were on fire
at the scene.

Firefighters led by Makinde
Kunle were immediately de-
ployed and found that a |5
bus with an unknown regis-
tration number had crashed
into the rear of a stationary
DAF trailer, also without a
known registration number.

The bus was reportedly con-
veying bakery machines,
while the trailer was loaded
with synthetic materials.
Both vehicles were engulfed
in flames when the fire-
fighters arrived.

The agency said its person-
nel launched a coordinated
firefighting operation, us-
ing chemical compounds to
contain the blaze and pre-

vent it from spreading to
nearby properties.

Three people were recov-
ered dead from the wreck-
age, their bodies burnt be-
yond recognition, while five
others were rescued with
minor injuries. The opera-
tion lasted several hours be-
fore the fire was completely
extinguished.

The agency attributed the
crash to the bus driver’s loss
of control, which caused the
vehicle to ram into the trail-
er parked by the roadside.
Personnel of the Federal Fire
Service, Oyo Command; the
Nigeria Security and Civil
Defence Corps; the Amotekun
Corps, Jobele Unit; and the
police from the Jobele Divi-
sional Headquarters also par-
ticipated in the rescue and
firefighting operation.

Lagos communities grapple with irregular water
supply as prepaid meters spark privatisation fears

By Glory Sunday
‘OR Ahmed Barua and other
residents of Baruwa in the Al
imosho area of Lagos State, get-
ting enough water to drink,
cook and maintain proper hy-
gieneremainsadaily struggle.

Despite being connected to the
state’s water network, the com-
munity continues to %Tapple
with irregular supply, leavin,
households searching for al-
ternatives.

Barua said water was supplied
about three times a week, but
the quantity was insufficient to
meet residents’ needs. Elec-
tricity shortages sometimes
disrupted pumping because
the generator needed to oper-
ate the facility was not always
running.

He said he had been unable to
obtain water through his pre-
paid meter for several days, de-

Elte contacting the relevant au-
thorities and sending a mes-
sage to a manager who prom-
ised to investigate.

However, for families alread:
struggling with the cost of food,
transport and electricity, un-
reliable water supply means
additional stress and expense.

When water does not flow; res-

idents must find other sources,
often without knowing
whether the water is safe.

Community members have
alsoraised concerns about the
condition of natural water
sources, which they believe
have been contaminated by
petrol leaking from buried
Flpehnes transporting fuel

om the Mosinmi oil depot to
the E]lgbo oil facility.

The alleged contamination, ac-
cording to the community, re-
quires independent environ-
mental testing to establish its
extentand cause.

Barua said residents had at-
tended meetings and ap-
proached government officials
over the yearsin search of alast-
ing solution, saying that
though grewous interventions
reportedly improved access to
some extent, the supply re-
mained inadequate.

His experience was among the
concerns raised at a sympo-
sium organised by Co ri)orate
Accountability and Public Par-
ticipation Africa (CAPPA)in La-
gos on Friday, October16,2026
during the 2026 Africa Week of
Action Against Water Privati-
sation.

FRSC mourns Ogun Sector Commander, Ogunjobi

From Segun Ayinde, Abeokuta

T HE Federal Road Safety
Corps (FRSC) has an-
nounced the death of itsOgun
State Sector Commander,
Corps Commander Oludare

Ogunjobi, following a brief
illness.

The Command described
Ogunjobi’s death as a signifi-
cant loss to the Corps, his col-
leagues and the wider road
safety community, noting that
he would be remembered for
his leadership, dedication to
road safety administration
and commitment to the
Corps’ mandate.

FRSC  Spokesperson in
Ogun State, Afolabi Odunsi,
confirmed his death in a state-
ment in Abeokuta yesterday.

Odunsi said Ogunjobi made
valuable contributions to the
Corps’ efforts to promote safer
roads, improve public
enllghtenment, <%
strengthen stakehold-
ers’ engagement and
encourage compliance |
with trafficregulations.

He said the late Sector
Commander’s com-
mitment to duty and
service to the nation

would remain part of his lega-

The Command expressed
deep sorrow over his death
and extended its condolences
to his family, loved ones, col-
leagues and associates, urg-
ing them to find strength dur-
ing the difficult period.

Odunsi, a chief route com-
mander, added that details of
the funeral arrangements
would be communicated in
due course.

The Command, however,
prayed for the repose of Ogun-
jobi’s soul and for God to grant

.. his family,
L. colleagues
and others
™ affected b
| his deat

§t h e
| strength to

s bear the

loss.
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n behalf of myself, the government
and the good people of Kano State, I
warmly congratulate His Imperial
Majesty, Oba Adeyeye Enitan Ogunwusi,
Ojaja II, the revered Ooni of Ife, on the

joyous occasion of his 52nd birthday.

Your Majesty’s unwavering commitment to

the preservation of our rich cultural
heritage, promotion of peaceful coexistence
and strengthening of traditional institutions
continue to inspire Nigerians across ethnic
and religious divides.

As a respected traditional ruler, your
contributions to peacebuilding, national
unity and mutual understanding underscore

Office of the Executive Governor,

Kano State

HAPPY 52ND

BIRTHDAY

TO HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY,

OBA ADEYEYE ENITAN OGUNWUSI,
OJAJA 1l, OONI OF IFE

the vital role of traditional institutions in
fostering harmony and sustainable
development in our country.

On this special occasion, I pray that
Almighty grant Your Majesty good health,
wisdom, long life and continued strength to
serve your people, the traditional institution
and humanity.

May your reign continue to bring peace,
progress and prosperity to the people of Ife
and Nigeria at large.

Once again, I wish Your Imperial Majesty a
happy 52nd birthday and many more years
of fruitful and impactful service to humanity.

His Excellency,

Gov Abba K. Yusuf of Kano State
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Happy Birthday Sir!

You are a silent achiever‘{nd a
great philanthropist.

' You inspire and impact all that
comes in contact with you.

We are so glad and happy that
you are an integral part of our
success story.

We wish you a year filled with
bliss, sound mind, health, and
continued success.
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Time to stop recurrent military aircraft crashes

WITH about 16 military aircraft
crashesrecorded in the country
between 2016 and now, including
the latest one that occurred in Ondo
State on October 5, 2026, there is an
urgent need to unravel the cause to
end the avoidable and traumatising
loss of life of gallant officers and
keep intact the love and confidence
of the armed forces personnel in the
noble military profession.

We are aware of the risks associated
with the military profession, which
may lead to loss of life, but that loss
of life should occur either in the
course of fighting to defend the
country’s territorial integrity while
quelling insurrection, or during any
similar operation. It is not expected
to occur during training, in the
course of transporting personnel
from one location to another, even
for special operations, or during
post-inspection or post-mainte-
nance flight, as we have seen so far in
the unfortunate accidents involving
military aircraft.

The government has a responsibili-
ty to prevent the military profession
from being perceived as a death sen-
tence and scaring Nigerians away
from joining it. The number of air-
craft lost in unfortunate crashes
should also be of great concern. The
military authorities are not happy
with the situation. It has become
imperative that a diligent investiga-
tion be conducted, as already direct-
ed by President Bola Tinubu, to iden-
tify the responsible parties and take
appropriate action to prevent a
recurrence.

It was another national tragedy on
October 5 when an ATR-42 belonging
to the Nigeria Air Force (NAF)
crashed in Igbokoda, the headquar-
ters of Ilaje Local Government Area
of Ondo State. All 25 passengers and

seven crew members aboard the twin-
engine turboprop aircraft died in the
accident. The aircraft, used for regional
operations, was on a routine mission
from Benin in Edo State to Lagos.

In one of the immediate reactions to
the crash, Minister of Aviation, Festus
Keyamo, said the aircraft lost radio con-
tact at about 9:13 a.m., before its wreck-
age was found near the Naval Base in
Igbokoda, submerged in the swamp.
Residents made frantic efforts to rescue
the victims, paddling canoes around
the area, while clothes, shoes and other
personal effects believed to belong to
the victims floated in the river.
Ordering an investigation into the
crash, President Tinubu prayed for the
repose of the souls of the gallant offi-
cers, and for God to grant their families
the fortitude to bear the unfortunate
loss.

For the frightening record, the acci-
dent in Igbokoda brought to 16 the
number of military aircraft crashes
that have been recorded in the country
since 2016, particularly during combat
operation, training flights, routine mis-
sions and other operations.

A chronicle of the accidents shows that
a NAF Agusta 109 Light Utility
Helicopter went down in the Borno
River on July 6,2017,as aresult of a tech-
nical fault while on a liaison mission,
forcing the pilot to bring down the hel-
icopter in the river with no lives lost. In
September 2018, one person died when
two NAF F-7N fighter aircraft collided
around Katampe Hills, Abuja, during
rehearsals for the Independence
Anniversary celebration.

The military recorded three crashes in
2019. An M35 helicopter crashed near
Damasak in Borno State on January 2
while supporting a ground operation.
The five-man crew died. On August 17,a
VCV-6A Air Beetle crashed near Kaduna,
killing its pilot, while a trainer helicop-

LETTER

Buhari not Tinubu removed fuel subsidy

IR: President Bola Tinubu

has himself to blame for
all the unintended conse-
quences of fuel subsidy re-
moval. And 1 so aver with a
high sense of responsibility.
Lest we forget, Tinubu didn’t
remove the fuel subsidy, no, he
didn’t. His predecessor, Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari (of
blessed memory), did.

Recall that fuel subsidy had
not been included in the na-
tional budget from the month
Tinubu was scheduled to as-
sume office, June 2023. In re-
ality then, fuel subsidy was
gone before Tinubu.

The methodical army gener-
al-turned-politician had been
very clear-headed about the
crucial need to exorcise fuel
subsidy. First, he as Minister of
Petroleum, directed NNPC to
issue Turn-Around-Mainte-
nance (TAM) contracts on the
four government owned re-
fineries, Port Harcourt 1 &I,
Warri and Kaduna.

Available information showed
that the completions of Port

Harcourt 1 &1 and Warri TAMs
were scheduled to precede
Buhari’s exit from power. The
combined capacity of those re-
fineries is approximately
330,000 barrels per day. Of
course, had those plants come
onstream before mid-2023,
there wouldn’t have been any
talk of providing hundreds of
billions of naira in the national
budget from Q3/2023 in the
name of fuel subsidy.
Regrettably, shoddy execution
among other issues, frustrated
that goal even as NNPC talked
tantalisingly about imminent
restreaming of the PH refineries.
In the end, however, and ex-
pectedly much to the heart-
break of the outgoing presi-
dent, none of the TAMs was
completed at the end of Buhari’s
second term in May 2023. In-
deed, that shortfall must have
been particularly painful for
Buhari who, as military federal
commissioner (minister) of pe-
troleum, had supervised the
building of Warri and PH re-
fineries.

From his early engagements
with the Trade Unions in 2023 to
the present, Tinubu has not left
anyone in doubt about his de-
termination to get the govern-
mentrefineries back to efficient
operations - a measure of un-
wavering loyalty, perhaps.

But barely seven months to the
end of his first term, those re-
fineries are still not available;
so, what went so terribly wrong?
Has the president, as the sub-
stantive minister of petroleum,
in conjunction with his junior
ministers not provided adequate
administrative supervision over
the ongoing TAMs?

These questions are crucial in
unravelling why fuel subsidy re-
moval most regrettably led to
protracted hardship for the citi-
zenry, and palpable embarrass-
ment to the federal government
in general, and to the NNPC in
particular.

Read the remaining part of this
article on www.guardian.ng

Godwin Afam Nkemdiche is an
Engineering Consultant based
in Abuja.

ter crashed at the NAF Base in Enugu
on November 14 while returning from
aroutine training exercise. No life was
lost.

In separate incidents in 2021, a
Beechcraft King Air 350i crashed on
February 22 shortly after takeoff from
Abuja and heading toward Minna in
Niger State. All seven military person-
nel on board died. It was another dis-
aster when, on March 31, an Apha Jet
conducting an operation in Borno
State disappeared from the radar and
later crashed. The wreckage was found
in the Sambisa Forest, but the two
pilots could not be found. Then came
what was considered the most tragic
of the crashes in 2021 when, on May 21,
a NAF King Air 350 crashed near the
Kaduna International Airport, killing
all 11 people on board, including the
Chief of Army Staff, Lt:Gen. Ibrahim
Attahiru, who had justbeen appointed
to the position by the then President
Muhammadu Buhari. Another NAF
Alpha Jet was lost on July 18 after it was
shot down in Zamfara.

The following year, a NAF Super
Mushshak trainer aircraft crashed in
Kaduna on April 19, killing two pilots.
In 2023, an FI-7NI trainer aircraft
crashed in Makurdi, Benue State, but
the pilots survived. A month later, a
NAF military helicopter carrying out a
casual evacuation mission crashed at
Chukuba village in Shiroro Local
Government Area of Niger State,
killing 11 people. The third crash that
year involved a NAF MI35P helicopter
which was lost shortly after takeoff
from the NAF Base in Port Harcourt,
Rivers State, in December. Fortunately,
no one was lost.

The sad narrative continued in 2025
when a NAF aircraft was lost during a
post-inspection check flight. In
January this year, the military lost a

CH-48 unmanned aircraft during a
surveillance operation in Niger State.
It was the last of the accidents before
the October 5,2026, accident in Ondo
State, which has renewed questions
about the safety of military aviation
operations in the country.

What concerns Nigerians is the
maintenance, airworthiness, and
operational deployment of aircraft
used for combat operations, surveil-
lance, transportation, and other mis-
sions. Another worry is that the
recurrent crashes involve different
aircraft categories rather than a sin-
gle platform. Why is it that as fighter
jets are crashing, attack helicopters,
transport aircraft, training aircraft,
and even unmanned systems are also
falling? The situation has become too
alarming, at a period when the mili-
tary is almost becoming over-
stretched fighting terrorism, bandit-
ry, kidnapping and other heinous
crimes at the same time across the
country. The human and material
losses from the crashes are too great.

The investigation into the Ondo
crash ordered by President Tinubu
must be thorough so the govern-
ment knows how to end the recur-
ring sorrow in the military and the
country at large. In scrutinising the
aircraft’s airworthiness, we advise
that other relevant stakeholders,
including the Nigerian Safety
Investigation Bureau (NSIB), which
has already indicated its readiness to
assist, should be involved. The gov-
ernment must be ready to act swiftly
on the investigators’ recommenda-
tions.

The tragedy must not be allowed to
continue. Our military personnel
should not fall victim to avoidable
death; their families should not suf-
fer avoidable and everlasting sorrow.

Tested
&
Trusted
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STREETS INTO REFUSE
DUMPS. NOW THEY'RE

TURNING OUR WALLS
INTO POSTER DUMPS.
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However bad things get, may the military never return!

By Godwin Sogolo

NDER difficult circumstances, we continue
Uto give thanks to God in the recognition that
things could have been much worse. Although
this belief cannot be empirically verified, it re-
mains both logically conceivable and practically
meaningful. Indeed, the recognition that our
circumstances could have been worse consti-
tutes one of the fundamental premises under-
lying human faith and religious belief.

Atthe individual level, the thought that “things
could have been worse” offers consolation
rather than satisfaction with our present cir-
cumstances. It invites us to envisage a possible
world in which our situation is less favourable
thanitisinreality—aworld thatis logically con-
ceivable, even if it does not exist. This perspec-
tive helps us appreciate that, however
unpleasant our present condition may be, cir-
cumstances could have been even less
favourable. While we pray that our situation
does not deteriorate further, our ultimate aspi-
ration remains to overcome the challenges we
face and improve our lot in life.

At the broader socio-political level, however,
this way of thinking can serve purposes that go
beyond personal consolation. Politicians fre-
quently appeal to the fear of a worse alternative
to persuade citizens that their policies, deci-
sions, or continued stay in power are preferable
to the consequences of choosing otherwise.

The argument is simple but powerful: whatever
the shortcomings of the present administar-
tion, changing it might produce something
even worse. The possibility of a greater disaster
thus becomes an instrument of political per-
suasion, and sometimes a convenient means of
defending an otherwise indefensible situation.

The crucial question, however, is whether the
possibility that things could have been worse is
sufficient justification for accepting things as
they are. More importantly, does the fact that
one situation might have been worse establish
that the alternative is necessarily better? These
questions are particularly relevant to the debate
over military intervention in African politics
and, indeed, beyond.

Examples of political leaders invoking the
prospect of a greater disaster to justify contro-
versial decisions abound in contemporary in-
ternational politics. President Donald Trump of
the United States, for instance, has justified mil-
itary action against the Islamic Republic of Iran
on the grounds that it was necessary to protect
America and the wider Western world from the
potentially catastrophic consequences of Iran
acquiring and using nuclear weapons. The un-

derlying argument is that the costs and dangers
of military action must be weighed against the
potentially catastrophic consequences of failing
to act. In such reasoning, war is presented not
necessarily as a desirable outcome in itself, but
as a means of preventing something worse.

Military apologists in Africa employ similar rea-
soning to justify the intervention of the armed
forces in the political systems of African states.
Their arguments rest, broadly, on two principal
claims. The first is that democratic institutions,
largely inherited or adapted from Western po-
litical traditions, are structurally ill-suited to the
socio-cultural realities of African societies.

According to this view, liberal democracy does
not adequately reflect Africa’s indigenous polit-
ical traditions, communal values, historical ex-
periences, and patterns of social organisation. It
isargued that the transplantation of such insti-
tutions onto African soil has contributed to po-
litical instability, electoral manipulation,
corruption, and ineffective governance.

The second argument, which follows from the
first, is that the military - by virtue of its hierar-
chical structure, discipline, organisational co-
herence, and capacity for decisive action - is
better equipped to govern than civilian politi-
cians. Advocates of military rule often invoke the
failures of civilian administrations - particularly
corruption, abuse of power, ethnic and religious
divisions, electoral fraud, and economic mis-
management - to suggest that military inter-
vention, however undesirable in principle, may
be necessary to rescue a nation from political
and economic collapse. The underlying reason-
ing is familiar: if civilian democracy has brought
a country to the brink of disaster, military rule
may be justified as the lesser evil, preventing cir-
cumstances from becoming much worse.

Both arguments, however, rest on assumptions
thatrequire critical examination. The firstargu-
ment requires us to distinguish between the his-
torical origins of democratic institutions and
their suitability for African societies. The fact
that certain democratic institutions were devel-
oped in the West does not, in itself, establish that
they are incompatible with African values or po-
litical traditions. Nor does it follow that Africa
must choose between an uncritical adoption of
Western models and a wholesale rejection of
democratic governance.

The more pertinent question is how demo-
craticinstitutions can be adapted to the histori-
cal, cultural, and socio-political circumstances
of individual African states while preserving the
principles of accountability, popular participa-
tion, and the rule of law.

The second argument - that military govern-

ments are inherently better equipped to govern
- also rests on questionable assumptions. Mili-
tary organisations may be highly effective in
maintaining internal discipline and executing
commands, but the qualities required to com-
mand an army are not identical to those re-
quired to govern a complex, pluralistic society.
A country is not a military barracks, and its citi-
zens are not soldiers expected to obey orders
without question.

Similarly, the claim that military governments
have performed better than civilian adminis-
trations cannot be sustained merely by pointing
to the shortcomings of particular civilian gov-
ernments. Military regimes are not immune to
corruption, authoritarianism, economic mis-
management, or the abuse of public power. In-
deed, the concentration of political authority in
the hands of military rulers may weaken the
very mechanisms of accountability needed to
prevent such abuses. The suspension of consti-
tutional government may therefore replace one
set of political problems with another, some-
times more serious, rather than resolve the dif-
ficulties that originally prompted intervention.

The crucial issue, therefore, is not whether mil-
itary rule might - under particular circum-
stances - appear preferable to a failing civilian
administration. It is whether military interven-
tion provides a sustainable solution to the un-
derlying problems of governance or merely
postpones, compounds, or reproduces them.
Here, the familiar argument that things could
have been much worse becomes a convenient
instrument of justification: the military pres-
ents itself as the force that has saved, or must
save, the nation from a greater disaster. Yet the
possibility that civilian rule might have deterio-
rated further does not, by itself, establish that
military intervention was necessary, legitimate,
or beneficial. A convincing defence of interven-
tion must demonstrate not merely the failures it
claims to prevent, but also the legitimacy, effec-
tiveness, and long-term consequences of the al-
ternative it proposes.

In assessing previous administrations, whether
military or civilian, we must also recognise a psy-
chological tendency that can distort our judge-
ment of the past. Every generation is susceptible
to the belief that things were better in earlier
times and that the present is inferior to what
came before. Accompanying this tendency is of-
ten an uncertainty about, and fear of, the future.
The past becomes a refuge from the anxieties of
the present, while the future is perceived less as
an opportunity for improvement than as a
source of impending danger. The growing
global concern over the actual and potential

dangers posed by the uncontrolled develop-
ment of artificial intelligence (AI) provides a
good example.

Psychologists have several concepts that help
explain this tendency, including rosy retrospec-
tion, the inclination to remember past experi-
ences more favourably than they were, and
nostalgia, the sentimental longing for an earlier
period. Arelated phenomenon is status quo bias,
the tendency to prefer a familiar arrangement
toan uncertain alternative. These concepts may
help explain why some Nigerians, particularly
among the older generations, increasingly look
back with nostalgia at the years of military rule.

Ultimately, nostalgia for military rule may be
understood, at least in part, as an expression of
popular disappointment with the performance
of democratic institutions. When citizens per-
ceive that democracy has become an instru-
ment for the enrichment of the political elite
rather than a mechanism for promoting public
welfare, they may begin to romanticise an au-
thoritarian past. Yetsuch nostalgia can be mis-
leading if it encourages people to confuse the
visible execution of developmental projects
with good governance in its broader sense.
Roads, bridges, and public buildings are impor-
tant, but so too are accountability, the rule of law,
respect for human rights, and the freedom of
citizens to choose and remove their leaders.

Thelesson, therefore, is not that Nigeria should
return to military rule, but that democratic gov-
ernance must demonstrate its capacity to de-
liver tangible improvements in the lives of
ordinary citizens. A democracy that fails to
translate public resources into public welfare
risks undermining its own legitimacy and cre-
ating conditions in which authoritarian alter-
natives begin to appear attractive. What
Nigerians should yearn for is not the return of
the military, but the return of purposeful lead-
ership, fiscal discipline, accountability, institu-
tional integrity and a genuine commitment to
national development.

However bad things may get, we must not al-

low disappointment with civilian government
to blind us to the dangers of military rule. Our
objective should not be to find comfort in the
thought that things could have been worse, but
tobuild a political system in which they can gen-
uinely become better.
Sogolo is an Emeritus Professor who has taught
and conducted research in Philosophy for over
five decades - at the University of Ibadan, Cardiff
University of Wales and currently at the National
Open University of Nigeria. He also served as a
member of the Editorial Board of The Guardian
Newspapers in the 1980s and 1990s.

Who will pay to preserve tropical forests?

By Carlos Nobre and Lee White

THE enormous climate, water, and biodiversity benefits gen-
erated by tropical forests accrue to the entire world. But
hardly any of the economic value created is captured by the
countries and communities that safeguard them. The Tropi-
cal Forest Forever Facility (TFFF) was launched at last year’s
United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP30)in Belém
to start correcting this imbalance.

For too long, it has been more profitable to destroy tropical
forests than to conserve them, even though they provide serv-
ices essential for the survival of many countries and for the
welfare of us all.

The Amazon recycles nearly half of its rainfall and exports
moisture that shapes precipitation patterns across South
America and beyond. The Congo Basin, with its peatlands that
store roughly 30 billion tons of carbon, is one of the planet’s
great carbon reservoirs, while many of the plant and animal
species in Borneo are found nowhere else on Earth.

Moreover, across the tropics, forests support the livelihoods
of hundreds of millions of people—including Indigenous
communities whose stewardship is often essential for main-
taining them—while also sustaining local cultures and bol-
stering food and water security.

But market prices do not adequately reflect these benefits,
creating an economic barrier that all tropical regions bump
up against: in the short term, clearing a hectare of forest can
generate more income than protecting it, even when the long-
term costs of forest loss are much greater. As a result, cattle
ranching and agricultural expansion exert enormous pres-
sure on the Amazon, small- and large-scale agriculture con-

tribute to forest conversion in the Congo Basin, and industrial
plantations have transformed sylvan landscapes in Southeast Asia.

Worryingly, a recent brief by the UN Sustainable Development So-
lutions Network emphasises that international public finance re-
mains far below the estimated investment required for
conserving tropical forests, and that competition for declining of-
ficial development aid is intensifying.

Grants and concessional loans remain indispensable for
strengthening institutions, protecting rights, restoring degraded
landscapes, and supporting activities with large social and eco-
logical returns but limited commercial returns.Yet, traditional de-
velopment finance alone cannot close the gap. Nor should scarce
public resources be used simply to absorb risks for private in-
Vestors.

This is where the TFFF comes in. It is designed to provide eligible
tropical-forest countries with predictable, long-term payments
for maintaining forest cover and meeting agreed performance cri-
teria. This changes the economic incentives: according to the
TFFF's current model, countries will forgo around $400 per de-
forested hectare.

Because each hectare of standing tropical forest increases a coun-
try’s payment, policymakers may be more willing to implement
robust national strategies that complement the TFFF, like Reduc-
ing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation
(REDD+).

The TFFF's proposed architecture includes a commitment to di-
rect at least 20 per cent of payments to Indigenous Peoples and
Local Communities, who play an outsize role in protecting forests
but have historically received only a small share of international
climate and nature finance. The real test will be whether this com-
mitment results in predictable funding that reaches those man-

aging forests on the ground and, in the process, reinforces local
governance.

Of course, the TFFF is not a silver bullet. No single solution can
close the financing gap for tropical-forest conservation. Public
and private funding, domestic expenditure, concessional loans,
grants, results-based payments, and new investment mecha-
nisms must all play a role. Perhaps more importantly, no financial
mechanismcan compensate indefinitely for incentives that con-
tinue to encourage deforestation. To change them, policymakers
must intervene.

The TFFF has a role to play here, too. To succeed, it must not only
mobilise enough capital to translate global commitments into
predictable payments on the ground, but also support govern-
ments in implementing policies that protect forests and com-
plement existing forest-finance instruments. These include
strengthening land rights and environmental governance, re-
purposing harmful subsidies, supporting restoration, and ex-
panding viable economic opportunities compatible with
standing forests.

For decades, the international community has acknowledged
the extraordinary value of tropical forests whilefailing to invest
adequately in their conservation. Ensuring that they remain
standing is in everyone’s interests.The challenge now is to use all
tools at our disposal, not least the TFFF, to turn talk into action.
Nobre, a senior scientist at the University of Sdo Paulo’s Institute of
Advanced Studies, is co-chair of the Science Panel for the Amazon.
White, a former Minister of Water, Forests, the Sea, and Environ-
ment of Gabon, is an honorary professor at the University of Stir-
ling and Special Envoy of the Science Panel for the Congo Basin.
Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2026.
www.project-syndicate.org
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Imperative of Tantita’s support for oil asset protection, higher production

By Michael Maduka

THE Nigerian Upstream Petroleum Regulatory
Commission (NUPRC) is leading the push to hit
the three million barrels per day (mbpd) goal. The
Commission’s officials plan to conduct 2026 oil li-
censing round that offer 40 blocks across land, shal-
low water and deepwater terrains in push for fresh
investment into the upstream sector. The suste-
nance of Tantita Security Services Nigeria Ltd
(TSSNL) operations in the protection of national as-
sets, especially oil pipelines in the Niger Delta re-
gion equally come handy in the quest to achieve
these targets.

It was over two decades ago that Nigeria’s crude oil
production peaked at about 2.5 million barrels per
day (bpd).

That was in November 2005, according to histori-
cal production data, making the country a major
force within OPEC and the international oil market.
However, despite post-Petroleum Industry Act (PIA),
investment efforts, national output, including con-
densate, has not gone beyond 1.7 million bpd.

But Nigeria is nowworking hard to ensure that the
over two decades milestone is exceeded through
new investments and protection of oil assets. The
federal government projects three million barrels
per day and 12 billion cubic feet of gas by 2030.

Amember of the governing board of Nigerian Up-
stream Petroleum Regulatory Commission, NUPRC,
Sunday Adebayo, said: “We have already started ina
good direction. One of them is the bid rounds
which were successfully done.

New ones will be done that will be bringing in
more players. Already the Commission Chief Exec-
utive (CCE) of the Nigerian Upstream Petroleum
Regulatory Commission (NUPRC) Mrs Oritse-
meyiwa Eyesan has announced the commence-
ment of the 2026 Licensing Round and offered 40
oil and gas blocks to investors. “The rig counts have
increased tremendously and I see more rigs com-
ingin.

“The host communities that are integrated into the
petroleum Industry Act (PIA) are co-operating
favourably with the companies operating in their
environment.. We also need to look at new horizons
because there are some horizons that have not be-
ing taken advantage of. The abandoned hosts now
want activities to continue in the area, like the
Ogoni area. Fortunately, our own chairman of the
governing board of NUPRC, Senator Magnus Abe is
from there. Alot of activities are happening. And I
see more companies; they have more indirect in-
vestments.

“The Commission’s Chief Executive Officer, Oritse-
meyiwa Eyesan said the announcement followed
the approval of President Bola Tinubu and the Min-
ister of Petroleum Resources, adding that the blocks
would be open to investors with the required tech-
nical competence, financial capacity and commit-
ment to develop Nigeria’s petroleum resources.

“This round offers 40 blocks across land, shallow
water and deepwater terrains.I can see myI0Cis al-
ready permutating. They are open to investors with
the technical competence, financial capability and,

above all, the commitment to develop Nigeria’s pe-
troleum resources.”

“We will not rest on our oars. Competition for up-
stream capital is fierce, and it grows fiercer by the
day. Investors have choices. They go where the rules
are clear, where the process is predictable and
where data can be trusted,” she said.

It is equally important to develop a comprehen-
sive framework for increasing production, ex-
panding reserves and enhancing the sector’s
contribution to national economic development.

Achieving these feats requires sustaining ongoing
oil assets protection and security, infrastructure re-
pairs as well as consistent industry reforms. The op-
erations of Tantita Security Services Nigeria Ltd
(TSSNL) in the Niger Delta region is also key.

For many stakeholders, the Federal Government
of Nigeria’s appointment of Tantita Security Serv-
ices Nigeria Ltd (TSSNL) to protect oil assets and en-
sure peace and stability in the Niger Delta comes
to play.

President Bola Ahmed Tinubu had appointed Tan-
tita Security Services Nigeria Limited (TSSNL) led by
High Chief, Dr. Government Oweizide
Ekpemupolo, alias Tompolo, to protect Nigeria’s oil
assets in the Niger Delta region. The apointment
was to enable TSSNL, through its security opera-
tions, support the national economy in getting the
full benefits of oil resources.

The TSSNL works in collaboration with other se-
curity outfits to achieve its goals of securing oil as-
sets and ensuring peace and stability in the Niger
Delta region.

Tantita’s operations had ensured the security of
oil pipelines, ensuring the uninterrupted flow of
petroleum resources, and ensuring that Nigeria
migrated from a position of constant loss man-
agement to stability, planning, growth and devel-
opment.

The TSSNL operations have transformed the oil
and gas landscape and allowed Nigeria to expand
oil production quota and significantly cut ram-
pant oil theft.

Its track record in mitigating risks associated with
oil pipelines has positioned it as a reliable partner
in preserving Nigeria’s economic backbone.

As stakeholders advocate for the continued col-
laboration with TSSNL, the imperative of securing
oilinfrastructure remains at the forefront of efforts
to ensure the nation’s sustainable development.

In the development process of any society, certain
assets contribute to the advancement of society
and its people. These assets ensure economic or
monetary benefits for the people. These assets
could be regarded as operating assets, non-operat-
ing assets or leased assets, among others.

The impact of TSSNL’s operations was captured in
a recent survey, with majority of the respondents
attributing the de-escalation of security incidents
in the Niger-Delta region to the pipeline surveil-
lance operations executed by TSSNL.

Advisor in the IMF African Department of the In-
ternational Monetary Fund (IMF), Montfort
Mlachila, said Nigeria is already benefiting from
the improved oil prices, which has raised the the

amount of foreign exchange receipts, and and
and therefore reserves have also also improved.

Speaking at the 2026 Annual Meetings of the
World Bank and International Monetary Fund
(IMF)in Bangkok, Thailand, he said the improved
liquidity in the economy also supported upgrade
of the economy growth from 4 per cent last year
to 4.2 per cent this year and 4.3 per cent in 2027.

Also speaking, Director of the African Depart-
ment at IMF, Zeine Zeidane, said Nigeria is full of
investment opportunities. “This is a country that
has a lot of dynamism, a lot of young entrepre-
neurs, young tech-savvy population. So there is,
and it’s a large market, very attractive for for pri-
vate investment in general.”

President General, Niger Delta Progressive Al-
liance, Nse Victor Udoh, said pipeline protection
enabled national institutions to progress from re-
active crisis management to strategic foresight,
from temporary containment to durable systems-
building, and from uncertainty-driven decisions
to calculated national ambition.

“Itis important to clarify the role of pipeline sur-
veillance within the wider energy landscape. En-
ergy security encompasses the full value chain,
from exploration and production to refining, dis-
tribution, pricing policy; and subsidy frameworks.
Pipeline surveillance does not manage these do-
mains,” he said.

He added: “Its mandate is precise: safeguarding
critical infrastructure that transports petroleum
resources. Yet this single function has proven
foundational. Without secure transportation
channels, production targets falter, refining plans
collapse, exports decline, and fiscal projections
become unreliable.”

Continuing, he wrote: “Asset protection, in this
context, is nota supporting activity. It is a precon-
dition for economic order. In effect, the pipeline
is the hinge on which the entire petroleum value
chain turns. When that hinge is weak, every other
link in the chain carries strain. When it is secure,
the entire system gains coherence.”

The immediate impact has been operational. Sus-
tained monitoring and rapid response systems
have sharply reduced pipeline breaches and ille-
gal tapping. Receipt rates have climbed toward
full recovery, with national outputrising to levels
not seen in recent memory.

This redirection has restored Nigeria’s credibil-
ity in international oil markets, allowing Nigeria
to reclaim market share lost to Angola and Libya.

“Economic stability follows predictability. When
crude flows are secure, refineries can plan feed-
stock intake with assurance. Export commit-
ments can be met without fear of sudden
shortfalls. Gas-to-power projects can operate with-
outrecurrent shutdown risks”.

“Investors can assess Nigeria's petroleum sector
with clearer risk profiles. Surveillance therefore
does more than stop theft. It reintroduces relia-
bility into national energy planning. And reliabil-
ity is the bedrock upon which sustainable
economic growth is built. With predictable flows,
national budgeting becomes more credible, in-

frastructure planning becomes more precise,and
long-term contracts become easier to negotiate.
Predictability is the silent currency of modern
economies, and pipeline surveillance has begun
restoring it,” he stated.

Further benefits extend into public finance.
Higher accounted-for production translates di-
rectly into increased export revenues, improved
foreign exchange inflows, and strengthened fiscal
capacity. National oil company performance in re-
cent years illustrates this shift toward profitabil-
ityand efficiency, driven in part by reduced losses
and enhanced operational continuity.

Report quoted Chairman/Chief Executive Officer
of Brittania-U, Catherine Uju Ifejika, hghlighting
the importance of additional investment in ma-
ture assets, citing the company’s Ajapa field.

She said more than $400 million was invested af-
ter Brittania-U acquired the asset from Chevron,
including the drilling of additional wells and de-
ployment of a Floating Production, Storage and
Offloading, FPSO, facility.

According to her, the investment enabled Ajapa
to commence production at about 2,300 bpd in
2010, followed by increased and more stable out-
put.

The new Nigerian incentives for offshore oil and
gas projects have the potential to attract $50 bil-
lion in new investment in Nigeria’s offshore en-
ergy sector, the NUPRC said.

Nigeria, however, needs upskilled and additional
numbers of skilled workers and employees, in-
cluding in the digital industries, to take advan-
tage of the new offshore opportunities, Eyesan,
said ata human resources conference.

According to her, annual investments in Nigeria’s
oil and gas industry have slumped to just $2 bil-
lion, from $26 billion back in 2014.

Nigeria has shown sustained growth in its crude
and condensate output so far this year. Total oil
output rose from 1.48 million bpd in February to
1735 million bpd in June, according to the NUPRC.

Nigeria is actively increasing its crude oil pro-
duction in response to major global supply dis-
ruptions caused by the war in Iran.

“Today we are attracting new investments and so
we want to see an upward trajectory. It stands to
reason that you must go back to the basics. First
of all, we need the right competencies in sub-sur-
face,” she said.

As part of the new investment drive, NUPRC has
warned 31 companies that emerged winners of 37
oil and gas blocks in the 2025 Licensing Round to
pay their signature bonuses within the stipulated
period or risk losing their provisional awards.

The commission issued the warning exactly one
month after it hosted the commercial bid confer-
ence in Abuja, where the successful companies
emerged as winners of the available blocks.

The NUPRC said the process of compliance with
the payment of signature bonuses had com-
menced following the issuance of provisional
awards to the successful bidders.

Maduka, an industrialist, wrote from Port Har-
court.

Blue finance: Is Nigeria ready?

By Cedric 0gwu

SOURCING for innovative finance mechanisms to fuel growth in
a country’s Blue Economy sector is not a new initiative in
Africa. There are several examples of African nations that have
taken advantage of creative funding in order to develop their
enormous ocean economy potential. Kenya, Seychelles and Cape
Verde are a few examples I want to highlight.

In 2018, Seychelles launched the world’s first sovereign Blue
bond worth $15 million. Today, they have become one of Africa’s
topmost coastal tourism destinations. Tourists fly in from all over
the world into Seychelles, just to experience its wonderful
beaches and the beautiful scenery. This alone, directly contributes
approximately 25 per cent of the country’s Gross Domestic Prod-
uct (GDP).

Back in June, Kenya announced the process of an issuance of a
green-blue bond. A part of the $300 million generated will be fo-
cused on funding sustainable Ocean related industries. The main
objective is to attract private investments into Kenya‘s marine
and coastal economy, while protecting the environmental re-
sources, creating jobs and strengthening resilience to climate
change.

Between 2021 and 2024 Cape Verde launched seven sustainable
bonds totaling approximately €40 million. Businesses operating
in the Maritime and fishing industries benefited from these
bonds. Broadly, the implementation of these bonds have offered
Cape Verde the opportunity for further private capital to find its
way into their economy.

The 2026 budget for Nigeria’s Ministry of Marine & Blue Economy
was approximately $8million. This figure is at least four times smaller
than what the Kenyan government budgeted for Blue Economy proj-
ectsalone ($35million), exclusive of recurrent expenditure. Our Blue
Economy sector is estimated to have a potential of over $300 billion.
Not only does there seem to be a gargantuan budgetary shortfall,
there also seems to be a lack of political will and policy prioritisation.

As Africa’s third largest economy and with 853 kilometers of coastal
line, it is almost guaranteed that whatever well thought out funding
of our Ocean economy would yield considerable ROL

This is where the concept of blended Finance should be introduced.
Regardless of whatever potential a sector might have there is an ex-
tent to which private capital can be involved. The government has a
key role in ensuring that the prerequisites needed for such private
capital to thrive are established.

For example, the channels in our inland waterways need to be
dredged so as to allow for free movement of badges, small boats and
lighter vessels. This creates room for more investments in the ecosys-
tem. Ensuring that this happens can give birth to investments in river
ports, warehouses, and economic free zones along that inland wa-
terway, boosting inter and intra trade and facilitating importation
and exportation of goods and services.

Conversations around finding a viable alternative to financing
should dominate the hallways of government buildings and local de-
velopment finance institutions. The major stakeholders need to re-
alise that there is a huge knowledge gap in understanding what
needs to be done and what it will take to get it done.

Capacity building amongst government agencies, ministries and

departments needs to take the front burner. Local development fi-
nance institutions need to understand the difference between what
constitutes “blue” from already existing green frameworks. Train-
ing for regulatory agencies on what falls within the boundaries of
sustainability should be prioritised. Subnationals should be ready
to de-risk project pipelines in order to invite private capital. There
should be tangible political will from elected office holders in di-
versifying Nigeria‘s economy and reducing dependence on oil and
gas, understanding that the blue economy offers a more sustain-
able pathway to wealth creation.

Lastly, Nigeria should position itself to receive as much aid fromin-
ternational donors and foreign partners that champion invest-
ments in the Ocean economy. As laudable as the West Africa
Sustainable Ocean Programme (WASOP) is, there is so much work
to be done and so many other areas to highlight, that the pro-
gramme alone cannot tackle. The EU funded programme has a
budget of €59 million for 13 West African countries to be imple-
mented over a period of three years. The volume of work alone that
needs to be done in Nigeria will require technical assistance worth
almost half that budget.

It is not entirely a bleak situation, recently there have been MoU’s
put in place where Nigeria‘s federal government and private in-
vestors plan to revitalise and modernise Nigeria’s seaports. How-
ever, upgrading portinfrastructure is a fraction of what needs to be
done. It is our collective hope that the other parts of the blue econ-
omy will be given as much attention.

Ogwu wrote on the Blue Economy, Political Economy and Technol-
ogy. He can be reached at ogwucedric@gmail.com
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FG defends debt figures amid high interest payment concerns

From Collins Olayinka (Abuja)
and Isaac Chibuife (Lagos)

GERIA’s fiscal strain sharp-

ened in the first half of
2026 as interest payments out-
paced government revenue by
N15 trillion, despite a 72 per
cent surge in collections.
Finance Minister  and
Coordinating Minister of the
Economy, Taiwo Oyedele,
defended the country’s posi-
tion, countering concerns
raised in the World Bank’s lat-
est economic assessment.

In a statement, ‘Setting the
Record Straight: Interest
Payments and Revenue in H1
2026’ issued by the Ministry of
Finance in Abuja yesterday, the
government argued that the
reported interest-to-revenue
ratio of 124 per cent presents an
incomplete picture of the gov-

ernment’s finances because of
differences in the coverage and
timing of revenue and debt
obligations.

According to the World
Bank’s October 2026 Nigeria
Development Update, federal
interest payments rose to N7.7
trillion between January and
June 2026, up from N5.6 trillion
in the corresponding period of
2025,a37.5 per cent increase.

Federal revenue, however,
rose from N3.6 trillion to N6.2
trillion over the same period,
up 72.2 per cent.

Consequently, interest pay-
ments fell from approximately
156 per cent of revenue in the
first half of 2025 to 124.2 per
cent in the corresponding peri-
od of 2026.

The figures indicated
improved revenue relative to

Naira gains 1.86% as dollar slides
to N1,328.28 in September

By Helen Qji

E naira strengthened

against the dollar in
September 2026 as the average
spot exchange rate fell by 1.86
per cent to N1,328.28 per dollar,
down fromN1,353.41in August.

The lower average exchange
rate indicated an improve-
ment in the naira's value
against the dollar during the
period under review.

September performance also
reflected reduced fluctuations
in the foreign exchange mar-
ket, with the local currency
trading within a narrower
range than the preceding
month.

Foreign exchange data
showed the naira traded
between N1,320 and N1,334 per
dollar in September, com-
pared with a wider range of
N133550 to Ni,36510 in
August.

The narrower trading range
suggests that exchange rate
movements became less
volatile during the month, as
the difference between the
highest and lowest rates
reduced to Ni4 in September
from N29.60 in August. This
represents a reduction of
N15.60, or approximately 52.70
per cent, in the monthly trad-
ing range.

The figures indicated that the
naira recorded both an
improvement in its average
exchange rate and a reduction
in the extent of its price move-

ments in September. While the
average rate fell by N25.13, the
gap between the currency's
highest and lowest trading
rates also narrowed consider-
ably.

The decline in the average
exchange rate means fewer
naira were needed, on average,
to buy one dollar during the
month. In August, the average
rate stood at N1,353.41 per dol-
lar, but this fell to N1, 32828 in
September, representing an
appreciation of approximately
1.86 per cent.

Similarly, the September trad-
ing range remained below the
August range throughout the
period. The highest rate record-
edin September, N1,334 per do}-
lar, was N1.50 below the lowest
reported rate in August, NI,
335.50. The lowest September
rate of N1,320 was N45.10 below
the highest August rate of N,
365.10.

The naira's improved average
exchange rate and moderated
volatility indicate more stable
trading conditions in the for-
eign exchange market during
September.

Astronger naira could reduce
the localcurrency cost of dol-
lar-denominated purchases for
businesses that depend on
imported raw materials,
machinery, and other foreign
inputs, provided the improve-
ment is reflected in the rates at
which they can access foreign
exchange.

interest costs, but also show
that the government’s earnings
remained insufficient to cover
interest payments during the
six months.

The World Bankattributed the
increase in interest costs partly
to high domestic borrowing
rates, with interest payments
rising from 2.5 per cent of gross
domestic product in the first
half of 2025 to3.1 per cent in the
first half of 2026.

However, the Ministry main-
tained that the ratio should not
be interpreted in isolation,
arguing that the interest figure

includes obligations the
Federal Government services
on behalf of other tiers of gov-
ernment, including external
loans to states.

It said comparing such obliga-
tions with federal revenue
alone exaggerates the burden
because the debt and revenue
figures do not cover the same
level of government.

The Ministry also argued that
the reported revenue excludes
independent revenue earned
by government agencies and
enterprises but not yet remit-
ted to the Treasury. Itadded that

statutory payment schedules
mean some tax revenues are
collected later in the year.

However, the Ministry’s expla-
nation does not eliminate the
immediate cash-flow pressure
reflected in the reported fig-
ures. Whether the ratio over-
states the underlying burden
depends on the precise cover-
age of the debt and revenue
data, including the treatment
of intergovernmental obliga-
tions and outstanding agency
remittances.

Concerns remained as capital
spending raises further ques-
tions. The debate over debt

Managing Director/Chief Executive Officer, Nneka Onyeali-lkpe (left); Chairman, Board of Directors, Amaka Onwughalu and Company Secretary,
Ezinwa Unuighoje all of Fidelity Bank Plc at the bank’s 38th yearly general meeting held virtually in Lagos recently.
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costs comes amid concerns
about the Federal
Government’s capacity to
finance infrastructure and
public services while meeting
its recurrent obligations.

The World Bankreported that
federal capital expenditure in
the first half of 2026 fell to
about N700 billion, or 03 per
cent of GDP, down from about
one per cent of GDP in the cor-
responding period of 2025.

At N77 trillion, interest pay-
ments were roughly 11 times
the reported capital expendi-
ture during the period.

T-Bills sales surge nearly 9% to N2.42tr as investor demand spikes

By Helen Oji
E Debt Management Office

(DMO) sold Treasury Bills (T-
bills) worth N2.42 trillion in
September 2026, up 8.95 per
cent from the N2.22 trillion
recorded in August, as demand
for the Federal Government's
short-term debt instruments
remained strong.

Data from FMDQ Securities
Exchange released at the week-
end showed that September
sales of N2.42 trillion, valued at
N2, 417.48 billion, rose by N198.55
billion from the N2, 218.93 billion
recorded in the preceding
month.

Tbills were oversubscribed by
386.74 per cent during the peri-
od, indicating that investor bids
substantially exceeded the
amount of securities available
for allocation.

The increase in sales highlight-
ed the continued importance of
Tbills in the Federal
Government’sdomesticborrow-

ing programme. The instru-
ments provide short-term
financing for the government,
while offering investors an
avenue to invest in securities
backed by the sovereign.

Thills are shortterm debt
instruments issued ata discount
and redeemed at face value on
maturity. They are typically
offered in 91-day; 182-day and 364-
day tenors, allowing investors to
choose securities that match
their investment horizons and
liquidity needs.

The DMO issues the instru-
ments through periodic auc-
tions, during which investors
submit bids for the available
securities. The amount eventual-
ly allotted depends on the out
come of theauction and the gov-
ernment’s issuance decisions.
Consequently, the value of bids
received may be substantially
higher than the amount ulti-
mately sold.

The 386.74 per cent oversub-

scription recorded in September
indicates that demand was con-
siderably above the available sup-
ply.

Investors, including banks, asset
managers, pension-related invest-
mentfundsand othereligible par-
ticipants, use the instruments to
invest funds over relatively short
periods.

The September increase in sales
came as investors continued to
show substantial interest in T-
bills, particularly the 364-day
instrument, which attracted the
bulk of subscriptions at individ-
ual auctions during the month.

At the September 2 auction,
investors submitted bids totalling
about N335 trillion against an
offer of N700 billion across the
three tenors. The DMO allotted
N865.71 billion, while the stop rate
on the 364-day bill declined to
16.84 per centfrom17.15 per centat
the previous auction.

The pattern continued at the
September 9 auction, when sub-

scriptions reached approximate-
ly N2.64 trillion against N750 bil-
lion offered. The DMO allotted
N1.05 trillion, while the stop rate
on the one-year bill fell further to
16.62 per cent.

At the September 23 auction,
demand rose to N4.23 trillion
against an offer of N500 billion,
while the DMO allotted N497.59
billion. The stop rate on the 364-
day bill fell to 15.89 per cent after
the CBN cut the Monetary Policy
Rate by 350 basis points to 23 per
cent from 26.5 per cent.

These auction results showed
that strong demand persisted
even as the government’s short-
term borrowing rates declined.
The figures also highlighted
investors’ preference for the one-
year T-bills over the shorter
tenors at the auctions.

Operators have attributed the
strong demand at the September
auctions partly to improved lig-
uidity in the financial system and
the easing of monetary policy.

Nigeria’s food import bill jumps 11.4% to $1.19b in Hi, spikes FX demand

By Isaac Chibuife

GERIAspent $1.19 billion

on food imports in the
first half of 2026, an 11.41 per
cent increase from $1.07 bil-
lion in the same period of
2025, according to the
Central Bank of Nigeria
(CBN).

The CBN’s Quarterly
Statistical Bulletin for the sec-
ond quarter of 2026 showed

that spending on food
imports rose by $121.52 mil-
lion, reflecting continued
demand for foreign
exchange to meet domestic
food needs despite the
Federal Government’s efforts
to boost local production.
Foreign exchange used for
food imports rose year-on-
year in five of the six months.
Only February recorded a

decline. The second quarter
accounted for the overall
increase, after spending fell in
the first quarter.

The figures underline the dif-
ficulty of cutting dependence
on foreign food despite gov-
ernment efforts to raise
domestic production.

Separate figures from the
National Bureau of Statistics
(NBS) put food and beverage

imports at N330 trillion in
the half-year, a 3.1 per cent
drop from N3.40 trillion in
the first half of 2025.

The NBS data showed the bill
rising from N139 trillion in
the first quarter to N1.91 tril-
lion in the second. Processed
food and beverages account-
ed for N1.72 trillion of the
total. The second-quarter
increase cut across primary

and processed food, with
household-oriented prod-
ucts recording particularly
strong growth.

The CBN figure tracked forex
used for food imports, while
the NBS figure measured the
naira value of food and bever-
age imports. The naira value
of food imports reflects
importvolumes, internation-
al prices and exchangerate

movements. The yearly bill
reached N7.65 trillion in 2025,
up from N6.58 trillion in
2024.

The rising bill comes amid
concerns over food affordabil-
ity and supply. The Food and
Agriculture  Organisation
(FAO) has warned that about
34.7 million Nigerians could
face severe food insecurity in
the nextlean season.



THE GUARDIAN, Monday, October19,2026

PUBLIC NOTICE

his is to notify the general public that all

that land or areas of land situate at Ajah,

Alasia, Ebute Orile lbamo, Okun Ajah,
part of Ogombo and environs, in the Eti-Osa
Local Government area of Lagos State, covered
by various Certificates of Occupancy known
and/or described as Parcels A, B, C and D, all
belong to the OLUMEGBON AJAH
CHIEFTAINCY FAMILY PROPERTY AND
INVESTMENTS COMPANY LIMITED, a company
incorporated under the laws of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria.

The company has been in unhindered and
uninterrupted possession of the whole land or
areas of land thereof, ever since it was granted
to it by the Lagos State Government. The
various titles to these areas of land was not
derived from or through any family, and no
family has any right(s) of claim of ownership
over the land or areas of land. The Lagos State
Government had duly and lawfully acquired a
vast expanse of land, the land granted to the
company inclusive. By virtue of the aforesaid
acquisition, all traditional rights of ownership
over these areas of land has become
extinguished before the grant of the land to
the company.

The attention of the company has been drawn
to the activities of some persons, group of
persons, individuals, corporate bodies, and
families who, in relation to the land as
described above, claim amongst others;

(i) ownership and possession by act of
purchase from families, individuals,
and corporate bodies;

(ii) ownership and possession,
premised on customary traditional
ownership of land;

(iii) that they have the consent and
authority of the company to sell,
lease and or transfer the land or any
partthereof;

(iv) as a family, that they have obtained
judgment against another family,
person(s) individual(s) and or
corporate body, when the company
was never a party thereto;

(v) as director(s) of the company, that
they have the company's
authorization to sell, transfer and or
grant leases of the land.

WARNING

The Company hereby issues this warning to the
General Public that, at no time, place or
occasion did the company issue any consent
and or authority to any person, persons or

group of persons, families, individuals and
corporate bodies acting under whatever guise
to sell, transfer, lease and or dispose of the land
in its name or on its behalf. Any such claim,
suggestions or presentations, if it exists, is
hereby disclaimed by the company.

The general public is hereby further warned
not to deal with any person, persons or group
of persons, families, individuals and corporate
bodies, or to go into any transaction for the
sale, transfer or lease of the said land with any
individual or person(s), except as may be done
and or authorised by the company directly. The
general public is advised and warned to be
wary of the activities of person(s) who may
claim to be acting for the company as its
directors in order to sell, lease and or transfer
theland tothem.

The company is prepared to take whatever
step or steps that are lawfully necessary
against any person(s) and or individual(s) who
carry out or may want to carry out these
wrongful and unlawful acts and activities over
theland.

Furthermore, should any person, persons,
individual(s), family or group of persons go
onto the land without the permission or
authorisation of the company, then the
company will take whatever lawful steps that
are permissible under the law to dislodge them
from the land and proceed to take civil or
criminal action(s)against them.

Caveats have been placed on the respective
Certificates of Occupancy titles, respectively,
at the Lands Registry office, Alausa, lkeja, Lagos
state. Any person, persons or group of persons
found on the land under whatever guise shall
be treated as a trespasser, and the company
willinvoke the full weight of the law on them.

You have been warned.

,'—""
ALH. MONSURU ADEOLA OLUMEGBON
For the company

HRH ALAIYELUWA OBA ABDUL-LATEEF
KOLAWOLE LAWAL-OLUMEGBON
(Oba of Ajah and Okun-Ajah)

For the company

g i )

ALH. ASHRAF AKINYEMI IMAM IBRAHIM AGORO
For the company For the company

A. O, LADIPO ESQ
Aderemi Bashua & Co.
Solicitor to the company
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NIGERIAN MIDSTREAM AND DOWNSTREAM PETROLEUM
REGULATORY AUTHORITY (NMDPRA)

Plot 1012, Cadastral Zone, Central Business District, FCT, Abuja

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The Nigerian Midstream and Downstream Petrolenm Regulatory Authority (NMDPRA) is
saddled with the statutory mandate of regulating the Midstream and Downstream operations
of the Petroleum Industry. To achieve its mandate, the NMDPRA is desirous to procure goods,
works and services.

1 In
Authority
following,

compliance with Sections (24)(25) of the Public Procurement Act, 2007 the
is therefore inviting experienced and reputable Contractor/Suppliers/ for the

2.0 SCOPE /SPECIFICATION

LOTS

_| INVITATION TO TENDER |

DESCRIPTION

Supply, Installation, Configuration and Commissioning of SD-WAN Routers
for NMDPRA Network Infrastructure, at seventeen (17) NMDPRA locations

across Nigeria.

Upgrade of Information Technology Network Infrastructure (Phase II) in
NMDPRA Head

Office.

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
a)  Evidence of Incorporation with the Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC).

Copy of current TAX Clearance Certificate for the last three (3) Years (2023,
2024 and 2025) valid till 31" December 2026.

Copy of current PENCOM compliance certificate valid till 31" December 2026.

Copy of current Industrial Trust Fund (ITF) compliance Certificate valid il 31"
December 2026.

Copy of Interim Registration Report (IRR) with the Bureau of Public
Procurement (BPP) valid till 31 December 2026 or valid Certificate issued by
BPP.

Copy of Nigeria Social Insurance Trust Fund (NSITF) compliance Certificate
valid till 31" December 2026.

A sworn affidavit disclosing whether or not any officer of the Nigerian
Midstream and Downstream Petroleum Regulatory Authority (NMDPRA) or
the Bureau of Public Procurement (BPP) is a former or present Director,
Shareholder or has pecuniary interest in your company and confirm that all
information presented in the bid are true and correct in all particular. For Joint
Venture (JV's), include the Notarized Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)

Current Company's audited account duly stamped and signed by
ANAN/ICANlicensed Auditors for the last three consecutive years (2023, 2024
and 2025)

Verifiable documentary evidence of at least three (3) similar jobs executed in the
last five years (L.e. letters of award, certificates of practical job completion, etc.)

Company profile with curriculum Vitae of key staff including copies of their
Academic and Professional Certificates.

In addition, the Federal Government Circular Ref No CS.14/T /2014 dated 25th
April 2017 mandates all Companies wishing to transact business with the Federal
Government to comply with the following requirements:

That the Incorporation Number (RC) as issued to the Company by
CAC must appear on their Letter Head, with contact telephone
numbers, valid e-mail address and official Company address.

That the Letter Head paper must bear the name and the Nationalities
of the Directors of the company at the bottom of the page.

The hard copies of these documents should follow the order as listed
above, appropriately paged and should have a table of content
indicating the pages on which these items are to be found.

4.0 SPECIALINSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS Lot1and Lot2

i. Evidence of partnership/Agreement with relevant Original
Equipment Manufacture Company Nigeria Limited (OEM),
(Huawei Nigeria).
Evidence of registration for MDOGISP (Midstream and
Downstream Oil and Gas Industry Service Permit).
Evidence of Registration/ License with Relevant Information
and Communication Technologies Regulators (NITDA, NCC, CPNI)
in Nigeria.
Average Annual Turnover (AAT) not less than N300,000,000.00
Three Hundred Million Naira only.

5.0 COLLECTIONOFTENDERDOCUMENTS

Interested bidders are to collect tender documents from the Procurement Unit on Ground
Floor Wing B of the Authority Headquarters Building between 9:00am — 4:00pm (Monday —
Friday) with evidence of payment of a non-refundable tender fee of One Hundred Thousand
Naira (N100,000.00) only which shall be paid into the Authority's Treasury Single Account
(I'SA) domiciled at the Central Bank of Nigeria.

6.0 SUBMISSION OF TENDERDOCUMENTS
Prospective bidders should take note of the following steps for submission of tender
documents: -

Enclose two (2) copies of the technical bids in a sealed envelope marked
"Technical”

Enclose two (2) copies of the financial bids in a sealed envelope clearly marked”
Financial”

Enclose both Technical and Financial envelopes into a bigger envelope and write
“(Submission of tender) indicating the Lot you are bidding for.

Furthermore, the name, address and phone number of each company should be
written on the front of the envelope aftersealing,

All Bids should be dropped in the designated tender box at the Procurement
Unit on the Ground Floor, Wing B of the Authority Headquarters
Building, addressed to:

The Authority Chief Executive,

Nigerian Midstream and Downstream Petroleum Regulatory Authority (NMDPRA), Plot
1012, Cadastral Zone, C.B.DD,
Abuja.

7.0 CLOSINGDATE
Submission of tender shall end on Friday 6" November 2026 at 12.00 noon.

8.0 OPENINGOF TENDER

Tender will be opened immediately after the deadline for submission on Friday 6"
November

2026 at 12.00 noon at the Procurement Unit on Ground Floor, Wing B of the
Authority's Headquarters Building.

9.0 GENERALINFORMATION

a)  Bids must be in English Language and signed by an official authorized by the
bidder.

b)  Bids submitted after the deadline for submission would be returned unopened.

This invitation for Tender shall not be construed as a commitment on the part of
Nigerian Midstream and Downstream Petroleum Regulatory Authority
(NMDPRA) nor shall it entitle any company to make any claim whatsoever or
seek compensation having responded to the invitation.

Any Bidder who fails to comply with the instructions shall automatically be
disqualified.

All pre-qualified bidders will be contacted for financial bid opening, while
financial bids of un-successful bidders will be returned un-opened.

Signed:
Management
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NAICOM warns insurers, claims idle recapitalisation funds risk sanctions

By Bankole Orimisan
’I‘HE National Insurance
Commission (NAICOM) has
warned insurance companies
against keeping recapitalisation
fundsidle, urging them todeploy
the capital to strengthen under-
writing capacity; improve claims
settlement and restore policy-

holders’ confidence.
The Commissioner for
Insurance, Olusegun  Ayo

Omosehin, gave the warning at
the 2026 yearly industry confer-
ence in Lagos. He stressed that
compliance with the new mini-
mum capital requirements
would mean little if operators
failed to deploy the funds produc-
tivelytostrengthen theirbusiness-
esand improve service delivery.
“Capital should not remain idle
on the balance sheet,” Omosehin
said, insisting the objective was

FirstBank eyes stronger ties amid push for
increased lending postrecapitalisation

By Abigail Ikhaghu
RST Bank Managing

Director/Chief ~ Executive
Officer;, Olusegun Alebiosu, has
called for stronger collaboration
among financial industry stake-
holders to improve banking
services and strengthen the sec-
tor’s contribution to economic
development, as industry lead-
ers raised concerns about banks’
ability to translate increased cap-
ital into productive lending.

Alebiosu made the call as
FirstBank hosted the West Africa
International Banking Dialogue
and Awards Gala 2026 in part-
nershipwith The Asian Bankerin
Lagos, where banking execu-
tives, regulatorsand fintech lead-
ers examined the challenges fac-
ing financial services across the
region.

According to him, the banking
dialogue offered industry lead-
ers a unique opportunity to
engage in meaningful conversa-
tions thatwill shape the future of
banking in the region.

The discussions highlighted
concerns over the deployment
of fresh capital raised by
Nigerian banks, access to finance
for small businesses, competi-
tion from financial technology
companies and the difficulties of
conducting cross-border trans-
actions.

Managing Director of the
Nigeria Inter-Bank Settlement
System (NIBSS), Premier Oiwoh,
disclosed that 33 banks raised
N4.65 trillion in fresh capital,
with  domestic  investors
accounting for nearly 75 per
cent, raising questions about
how they would deploy the
funds to support economic
growth.

Represented by Head of IT
Governance and  Service
Delivery at NIBSS, Stephen
Ohiomoba, he said the capital
should translate into more pro-
ductive lending, particularly to
small businesses, agriculture,
manufacturing and infrastruc-
ture.

“The new capital our banks
have raised was not raised for its
own sake,” Ohiomoba said,
stressing the need for banks to
deploy their resources in ways
that support economic activity.
Heidentified three priorities for
the industry through 2030:
deploying capital for greater
economic impact, strengthen-
ingresilienceand compliancein
everyday banking, and extract-
ing more value from shared
financial infrastructure.

Ohiomoba also disclosed that
NIBSS’s National Payment Stack
had processed more than 100
million successful transactions
by September 2026.

Renaissance Capital revises Dangote
Refinery’s valuation to N700.41/share

By Helen Gji

ENAISSANCE Capital Africa
as raised its estimated
value of Dangote Petroleum
Refinery and Petrochemicals
toN700.41 per share,a 33.41 per
cent premium over the N525
offer price, as stronger refining
margins and 'better-than-
expected' earnings improved
its outlook.

The revised valuation, con-
tained in the investment firm’s
October 16 update, ‘Stronger
Refining Margins Drive
Earnings Outperformance,
represented an increase of
N80.94, or about 131 per cent,
from its previous estimate of
N619.47 per share.

The upward revision comesas
the refinery’s initial public
offering (IPO), which involves
selling 4.1 billion sharesatN525
each, has been extended to
October 27, 2026, after regula-
tory approval to accommo-
date investor interest and
broaden access across Africa
and other markets.

The offer, valued at approxi-
mately N215 trillion, is one of
the most significant equity
fundraising exercises in
Nigeria’s capital market.
Renaissance Capital's revised

valuation would further shape
investor assessment of the
offer, particularly as prospec-
tive shareholders weigh the
refinery’s earnings potential
against the offer price.

However, the N700.41 figure
reflects an analyst’s valuation,
nota guaranteed market price
or investment return. The
eventual value investors
realise will depend on the
refinery’s financial perform-
ance, market conditions and
the price at which its shares
trade after listing.

The latest assessment follows
a  stronger-than-expected
financial performance in the
firstnine months of 2026, with
the refinery recording sub-
stantial growth in revenue,
earnings before interest, taxes,
depreciation and amortisa-
tion (EBITDA), and net profit.

For the nine months ended
September 30, 2026, the refin-
ery reported a net profit of
$4.73 billion, compared with a
loss of $117.2 million in the cor-
responding period of 2025.
Revenue increased by144.5 per
cent year-on-year to $22.48 bil-
lion, while EBITDA rose to $5.52
billion from $627.6 million a
year earlier.

not merely to have insurers raise
additional funds, but to ensure
the capital worked to expand
capacity and strengthen the
industry.

“We are not saying just bring it
and keep it and just be looking at
it and wake up and admire it
every night. No,we want that cap-
ital to work and work for the
industry;” headded.

Thewarning comesas theindus-
try shifts its focus from meeting
revised minimum capital require-
ments to showing how stronger
balance sheets can translate into
greater risk-bearing capacity,
improved claims payment and
wider insurance coverage.
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The regulator’s position high-
lighted the need for insurers to
move beyond compliance and
build the technical expertise, risk
assessment systems and financial
resilience required to underwrite
larger commercial transactions,
infrastructure projects and indus-
trial assets without weakening
underwriting standards or expos-
ing shareholders’ funds to exces-
sive investment risks.

However, higher capital alone
will not guarantee growth if oper-
ators continue to struggle with
weak distribution networks, lim-
ited public confidence, poor prod-
uct awareness and concerns over
claims settlement.

ctor, IXPL, Jegede Olayiwola (left); Social Media Strategist, IXPL, Adediran Oluwabu

Omosehin also called for disci-
plined investment policies
anchored in capital preservation,
liquidity, and sustainable long-
term returns, warning against
excessive concentration in
volatile economic conditions. He
said insurers must align their
investments with their liabilities
and maintain effective asset and
liability management frame-
works to ensure that funds
remain available when claims fall
due.

Thecommissionis preparing the
industry for a transition from the
Minimum Capital Requirement
framework to RiskBased Capital
supervision, under which capital

i
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nmi; Director, IXPL, Owolabi Mustapha; Product

adequacy will be assessed in rela-
tion to the risks undertaken by
individual insurers. The proposed
shift is expected to place greater
emphasis on risk selection, sol-
vencymanagementand the qual-
ity of operators’ internal controls.

For insurers seeking to expand
their portfolios, the transition will
requirestronger actuarial capabil-
ities, improved risk modelling,
sound investment decisions and
closer board oversight of under-
writing performance. Operators
will need to show their capital can
absorb potential losses from the
risks they accept, rather than rely
solely on meeting regulatory
thresholds.
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Manager, IXPL, Omolayo Ajibola and Software Developer, IXPL, Francis-Akinolu Ayomide during the official launch of IXPL Limited in Lagos, at the

weekend.

ProvidusUnity Bank vows trade finance boost for exporters

By Abigail Ikhaghu
OVIDUSUNITY has pledged
to provide trade finance solu-
tions to help Nigerian exporters
overcome operational chal-
lenges, access international mar-
kets and expand their business-
es, as the lender seeks to support
growth in the country’s non-oil
export sector.

The bank made the commit-
ment at the fifth edition of its
Non-Oil Export Business Forum
in Kano, which brought together
more than 200 exporters, indus-
try associations, and govern-
ment institutions to discuss

export competitiveness, trade
facilitation, and opportunities
for Nigerian businesses in inter-

national markets.
Speaking at the event,
ProvidusBank Managing

Director and Chief Executive
Officer Walter Akpani said the
non-oil export sector offers
opportunities to diversify the
economy, strengthen foreign
exchange earnings, and support
business growth.

Speaking on behalf of the bank’s
Treasurer, Enyinnaya Akagha, he
said realising the sector’s poten-
tial requires stronger collabora-

tion across the export value
chain and financial solutions
that meet exporters’ operational
needs.

“As a Future Forward bank,
ProvidusUnity Bank is commit-
ted to providing responsive,
seamless and innovative trade
solutions that help businesses
overcome operational chal-
lenges, access new markets and
scale internationally,” Akpani
said.

He added that the bank would
work with exporters, industry
associations, and regulators to
help build a more competitive

and resilient export sector.

The forum comes as Nigeria’s
non-oil export earnings contin-
ue to grow. According to the
Nigerian Export Promotion
Council (NEPC), the country gen-
erated a record $61 billion in
non-oil export receipts in 2025,
up11.5 per cent from 2024.
Exportvolumes rose to 8.02 mil-
lion metric tonnes, with 281 non-
oil products reaching 120 coun-
tries. However, the sector still
faces challenges in local process-
ing,access to trade finance, com-
pliance with international stan-
dards and market expansion.

Liberia taps NAICOM for guidance on capital, risk-based supervision

By Bankole Orimisan

GERIA’s insurance regulato-

ry reforms are attracting
regional interest, with Liberia
seeking technical support from
the  National Insurance
Commission (NAICOM) on risk-
based capital requirements,
supervisory practices and regula-
tory transitions as it moves to
strengthen  the  financial
resilience of its insurance indus-

try.
The Central Bankof Liberia (CBL),
which regulates the country’s
insurance industry, requested
support during a working visit to
NAICOM by a delegation led by
Mulbah Francis Bowah, identify-
ing Nigeria’s experience as a
potential guide for improving

insurance supervision and
strengthening regulatory institu-
tions.

According to NAICOM, the
Liberian delegation identified
risk-based capital implementa-
tion, risk assessment and mitiga-

tion, insurance supervision and
examination methodologies as
priority areas for technical coop-
eration.

Bowah said Liberia was commit-
ted to strengthening its regulato-
ry framework and expected
Nigeria’sexperience tosupportits
ongoing reforms and the devel-
opment of a more resilient insur-
ance market.

He described Nigeria as a strate-

gic partner in advancing insur-
ance regulation across Africa,
expressing appreciation for
NAICOM's willingness to share its
experience and technical expert-
ise.
NAICOM's Deputy Commissioner
for Finance and Administration,
Ekerete Ola Gam-kon, received
the delegation and represented
the Commissioner for Insurance,
Olusegun Ayo Omosehin.

Gam-kon reaffirmed the com-
mission’s readiness to share regu-
latory experience and best prac-
tices with other African jurisdic-

tions, highlighting the impor-
tance of regional cooperation,
institutional capacity building
and knowledge exchange in
strengthening insurance supervi-
sion.

The engagement follows
Nigeria’s insurance industry
recapitalisation under the
Nigerian Insurance Industry
Reform Act (NIIRA) 2025, which
introduced higher minimum
capital requirements for insur-
anceand reinsurance companies.
NAICOM said 50 insurance and
reinsurance companies had met
the new capital requirements by
the end of the compliance period
on July31,2026.

Beyond recapitalisation,
Nigeria's experience holds poten-
tial lessons for Liberia on the rela-
tionship between capital adequa-
cy,riskmanagementand effective
supervision. However, stronger
capital requirements alone can-
not guarantee a resilient insur-
ance market without sound

underwriting, effective corporate
governance, reliable financial
reporting and prompt settle-
mentof legitimate claims.

From an industry perspective,
the move toward risk-based capi-
tal supervision shifts the focus
from assessing insurers mainly
against prescribed minimum
capital thresholds to examining
whether their capital is sufficient
for the risks they undertake. Such
a framework can encourage
more disciplined underwriting
and improve regulators’ ability to
identify vulnerabilities before
they threaten an insurer’s solven-

Forinsurers, however, the transi-
tion can require substantial
investment in actuarial expertise,
risk modelling, data manage-
ment and internal controls.
Regulators must also develop the
technical capacity to assess com-
plex portfolios consistently and
ensure that supervisory require-
ments reflect the realities of their
domestic markets.
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INTRODUCTION
The News Agency of Nigeria, (NAN), intends to undertake the execution

of some of its Constituency projects approved under the 2026 Appropriation
Act and hereby invites interested, competent, and eligible contractors for the
execution of the following projects:

Z
Lot G1: Provision of computers, sitting desks & tables for ICT Centre at

SCOPE: GOODS

Ibaka, Okrika/Ogu-Bolo Federal Constituency, Rivers State.

LotG2: Provision of educational materials for selected primary schools

across Okrika/Ogu-Bolo Federal Constituency, Rivers State

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
Prospective bidders should submit the following documents in their

technical bids:

Evidence of Certificate of Incorporation issued by the Corporate Affairs
Commission (CAC) including Form CAC 1.1 or CAC2 and CAC7;

Evidence of Company’s Income Tax Clearance Certificate for the last three
(3) years valid till 31stDecember, 2026;

iil. Evidence of Pension Clearance Certificate valid till 31st December, 2026

(this requirement is only applicable to bidders whose number of staff is
15 and above);

Evidence of Industrial Training Fund (ITF) Compliance Certificate valid
till 31st December, 2026 (this requirement is only applicable to bidders
whose number of staff is 5 and above or the bidder’s annual tumnover is
N50m and above);

Evidence of Nigeria Social Insurance Trust Fund (NSITF) Clearance
Certificate valid till 31stDecember, 2026;

Evidence of Registration on the National Database of Federal Contractors,
Consultants and Service Providers by submission of Interim Registration
Report (IRR) expiring on 31/12/2026 or valid Certificate issued by BPP.

i Sworn Affidavit:

- disdosing whether or not any officer of the relevant committees of
the News Agency of Nigeria or the Bureau of Public Procurement is a
former or present Director, shareholder or has any pecuniary interestin
the bidder and to confirm that all information presented in its bid are
true and correct in all particulars;
that the company is not in receivership or the subject of any form of
insolvency or bankruptcy;

- that the company does not have any Director who has ever been
convicted in any court in Nigeria or any other country for criminal
offence such as fraud or financial impropriety;

iii. Company’s Audited Accounts for the last three (3) years -2023, 2024 &

2025;
For Lot G1: Evidence of current registration/accreditation with the
National Information Technology Development Agency (NITDA)
Reference Letter from a reputable Commercial Bankin Nigeria, indicating
willingness to provide credit fadility for the execution of the project when
needed;

Company’s Profile with the Curriculum Vitae of Key staff to be deployed
for the project, induding copies of their Academic/Professional
qualifications such as COREN, QSRBN, ARCON, CORBON etc,;

ii. Verifiable documentary evidence of at least three (3) similar jobs

executed in the last five (5) years including Letters of Awards, Valuation
Certificates, Job Completion Certificates and Photographs of the projects;

. Evidence of Remita Payment for Bidding Documents;
. For Joint Venture/Partnership, Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)

should be provided (CAC, Tax Clearance Certificate, Pension (learance
Certificate, ITF Compliance Certificate, NSITF Clearance Certificate, IRR &
Sworn Affidavit are compulsory for each JV partner);

xv. All documents for submission must be transmitted with a Covering/

Forwarding letter under the Company/Firm's Letter Head Paper
bearing amongst others, the Registration Number(RC) as issued by the
Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC), Contact Address, Telephone Number
(preferably GSM No.), and e-mail address. The letter head Paper must
bear Names and Nationalities of the Directors of the Company at the
bottom of the page, duly signed by the authorized officer of the firm;

N.B: The above listed requirements shall form part of the Bids

Evaluation Criteria and non-compliance with any of the stated criteria
shall result in automatic disqualification of the bidder.

Interested eligible Bidders may obtain further information from the

Procurement Unit between 9.00am — 4.00pm (Mondays — Fridays) except
Public Holidays at the:

Procurement Unit on 3rd Floor, Room 207, News Agency of Nigeria

(NAN) Headquarters, Abuja.
4. (COLLECTION OF TENDER DOCUMENTS

Tender documents to be obtained from the Procurement Unit on 3rd

Hoor, Room 207, News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) Headquarters, Abuja on
presentation of a copy of the original Treasury Receipts of non-refundable
Tender fee of N10,000.00 per Lot paid into NAN's TSA A/C No:
0020092461018

5

SUBMISSION OF TENDER DOCUMENTS

5.1 The Completed Technical and Finandial bids are to be submitted in TWO

5.

5.

6.

(2) COPIES EACH WHICH WILL INCLUDE ONE (1) ORIGINAL AND ONE
(1) COPY. The documents should be in TWO (2) SEPARATE SEALED
ENVELOPES dearly marked TECHNICAL BID"and "FINANCIAL BIDY and
both sealed in a third envelope marked with the APPROPRIATE PROJECT
TITLE AND LOT NUMBER at the top right hand corner and addressed to
The Managing Director, News Agency of Nigeria, Wada Maida House,
Independence Avenue, Central Business District, Abuja .

The Name & address of the Company should be written at the reverse side
of the envelope.

All submissions are to be dropped in the designated Tender Box on the
3rd Floor, Room 207, News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) Headquarters, Abuja
not later than 12:00 noon Monday, 16th November, 2026.
OPENING OF TECHNICAL BIDS

The technical bids will be opened immediately after the deadlines for

submission at 12:00 noon Monday, 16th November, 2026 in the Agency's
Headquarters Abuja in the presence of Bidders or their representatives while
the financial bids will be kept un-opened.

L.
a.

b.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Bids must be in English Language and signed by an official authorized by
the bidder;

Bids submitted after the deadline for submission would be retumed un-
opened;

All costs will be borne by the bidders;

Only successful bidders at technical evaluation will be invited at a later
date for financial bids opening, while the finandal bids of un-successful
bidders will be returned un-opened;

Bids shall be submitted in person and not through post. Any bid
submitted through post shall not be accepted;

The News Agency of Nigeria is not bound to pre-qualify any bidder and
reserves the right to annul the Procurement process at any time without
incurring any liabilities in accordance with Section 28 of the Public
Procurement Act 2007,

= >V
LOWER NIGER RIVER BASIN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (LNRBDA)
BASIN ROAD, P.M.B 1529, ILORIN, KWARA STATE
1.0 INTRODUCTION xii. List of Machineries/Equipment with proof of ownership/lease (where applicable).
11 EZ; tt:;veera rl:l;ggn?gg; r?ahs;r;eDbsveiRliﬁgergxg:;tgrcigd(;#gigaﬁgﬁ:aiiﬁé ;2:2; Esgﬁ;z “f’::?iitofxs%’e\:\;:gg xiii. For Electrical Works, verifiable evidence of Certificate of the Firm’s Registration with NEMSA Electrical Contractor Certification issued by
and execution of the following p;'ojects under the 2026 Capital Appropriation: t':'e Nigerian Electricity Man§ggment Services Agency (NEMSA) . I,
xiv. All documents for submission must be transmitted with a Covering/Forwarding Letter under the Company/Firm’s Letter Head Paper
2.0 sco Lo ORK . R ) bearing amongst others, the Registration Number (RC) as issued by the Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC), Contact Address, Telephone
The Scope of Works/Supply for the Projects earmarked for execution are categorized as follows: Number (preferably GSM No.), and e-mail address. The Letterhead Paper must bear the Name and Nationalities of the Directors of the
2.1 CATEGORY A: WORKS Company at the bottom of the page, duly signed by the authorized officer of the firm.
LOT Al CONSTRUCTION OF RURAL AGRICULTURE ROADS CULVERTS IN KWARA NORTH 4.0 COLLE DER DOCU
SENATORIAL DISTRICT CATEGORYA&B
LOT A2 PRIMARY HEALTH CARE INFRASTRUCTURAL DEVELOPMENT WITH LAND RECLAMATION Interested companies are to collect the Standard Bidding Document (SBD) as from 12.00 Noon on Monday, 19" October, 2026 from the
AT ITORI EWEKORO LGA, OGUN STATE. Procurement Unit, Lower Niger River Basin Development Authority, Basin Road Ilorin on evidence of payment of a non-refundable fee of
LOT A3 CONSTRUCTION OF HOSPITAL LIVING ROOMS WITH FURNITURE FOR PRIMARY HEALTH N10,000.00 (Ten Thousand Naira) only per Lot, paid into the Lower Niger River Basin Development Authority’s Remita Account in any
CENTRE, AT ITORI EWEKORO LGA, OGUN STATE, Commercial Bank. GIFMIS Code of the Authority, 1000111147 is required on the Remita Platform.
LOT A4 CONSTRUCTION OF BLOCKS OF CLASSROOMS IN RURAL COMMUNITIES IN
EDU/MOROQO/PATEGI FEDERAL CONSTITUENCY, KWARA STATE 5.0 SUBMISSION OF TENDER DOCUMENTS
LOT A5 PROVISION of SOLAR BOREHOLE IN RURAL COMMUNITIES IN EDU/MORO/PATIGI LGA 5.1 Category A & B-Invitation to Tender (Works and Goods)
FEDERAL CONSTITUENCY, KWARA STATE Prospective Bidders are to submit bid for each of the Lots desired, two (2) hard copies each of the Technical and Financial Bids with
LOT A6 INSTALLATION OF SOLAR STREET LIGHTS IN ABEOKUTA SOUTH AND ABEOKUTA NORTH softcopy (flash drive) of the Financial Bids only in MS Excel Format, packaged separately in sealed envelopes and clearly marked as
LGAs IN OGUN STATE “Technical Bid” or “Financial Bid”. Thereafter put the two sealed envelopes together in a bigger sealed envelope addressed to the
2.2. CATEGORY B: GOODS Managing Director, Lower Niger River Basin Development Authority, Basin Road Ilorin and clearly marked with the Name of the Project
iR PROCUREMENT AND SUPPLY OF AGRICULTURAL INPUTS FOR FARMERS TO BOOST and thfs Lgt Number. Furthermore, the reverse of each sealed envelope should have the name and address of the Bidder and should be
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTIVITY IN KWARA NORTH SENATORIAL DISTRICT deposited in the Tender Box at the address in 4.0 above, not later than 12.00 Noon on Tuesday, 17th November, 2026.
UPP! OF T S D CHAI A CONDARY I ITRAL
LOT B2 BT T Tk A | DOGONDNRY AL T Demh EENEEN 6.0 OPENING OF BID DOCUMENTS
LOT B3 SUPPLY OF SEWING MACHINES, GRINDING MACHINES, MOTORCYCLES, HAIRDRYERS, 6.1 Technical Bid Documents will be opened immediately after the deadline for submission at 12.00 Noon on Tuesday, 17th November, 2026
ELECTRICAL AND MECHANICAL TOOLS FOR NASARAWA NORTH SENATORIAL DISTRICT at the Board Room of Lower Niger River Basin Development Authority, Basin Road Ilorin, in the presence of required BPP representatives,
3.0 ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS while the Financial Bid's will be kept. unopened. Please ensure t.hat you sign the Bid Sub.missiun Register at the addr&ss. stated in 4.0
The following docments ane ta be Tndiided with Tachnlcal Propesals: above, as the Lan.er Niger River Basin Devejlopn:nent Authorlt.y .wm not be h.eld‘ liable for misplaced or wrongly submitted bids.
i Evidence of registration Certificate of Incorporation with Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC) Including 6.2 For further enquiries and results of prequalification, please visit the Authority’s website:http://www.Inrbda.gov.ng
Form CAC2 and CAC7 or CAC STATUS REPORT. 7.0 GENERAL INFORMATION
(i Evidence of Company’s Income Tax Clearance Certificate for the last three (3) years valid till 31st i. Bids must be in English Language and sighed by an officer authorized by the Bidder:
December, 2026 with Average Annual Turnover of N20 million for both Categories. ii. Bids submitted after the deadline of submission would be returned unopened:
jii. Evidence of current Pension Compliance Certificate valid till 31st December, 2026. iii. Bidders should not bid for more than One (1) Lot in this advertisement:
iv.  Evidence of current Industrial Training Fund (ITF) Compliance Certificate valid till 31st December, 2026. iv. Joint ventures for this procurement is NOT accepted:
V. Evidence of current Nigeria Social Insurance Trust Fund (NSITF) Compliance Certificate valid till 31st V. Pre-qualified Bidders will be notified at a later date:
December, 2026. vi. All cost will be borne by the Bidders as the Authority will not be held responsible for any cost or expenses incurred by any
vi. Evidence of Registration on the National Database of Contractors, Consultants and Service Providers by interested party (ies) in connection with any response to this invitation:
submission of Interim Registration Report (IRR) expiring on 31st December, 2026 or Valid Certificate issued vii. The Lower Niger River Basin Development Authority is not bound to prequalify any Bidder and reserves the right to annul the
by BPP. Procurement Process at any time without incurring any liabilities in accordance with Section 28 of the Public Procurement Act,
vii.  Valid sworn affidavit disclosing whether or not any officer of the relevant committees of the Lower Niger 2007:
River Basin Development Authority or the Bureau of Public Procurement is a former or present Director, viil. For further enquiries and results of prequalification/shortlist, please visit the Authority’s website http://www.Inrbda.gov.ng or
shareholder or has any pecuniary interest in the bidder and to confirm that all information presented in its send e-mail to 2026procurement@Inrbda.gov.ng;
bid are true anf.‘i correct in all particulars. ix. This Invitation is published for information purposes only and does not constitute an offer by this Authority to transact with any
viii. Company’s Audited Accounts for the last three (3) years (2023, 2024 & 2025). party for any of the Projects; nor does it constitute a commitment or obligation on the part of the Authority.
ix. Evidence of financial capability to execute the project by submission of Reference Letter from a
reputable Commercial Bank indicating willingness to provide credit facility for the execution of the Signed:
Project when needed. Engr. Olusol: O oti
X. Company Profile with the Curriculum Vitae of Key Staff to be deployed for the Project, including copies of Managing Director =
) rhe!r Academlchrofessmn.al qualifications (in case of (.Zol?str\.mtinn: COREN., QSRBN, ARCON, COR?ON et_c). Lower Niger River Basin Development Authority
xi. Verifiable documentary evidence of at least three (3) similar jobs executed in the last five (5) years including
Letters of Awards, Valuation Certificates, Job Completion Certificates and Photographs of the Projects.

SALES OF LIQUID FILLING LINE
MANUFACTURING PLANT

“ .

S/No | Description Quantity
1. Liquid Filling Line Manufacturing Plant Capacity1500 Itr, Flame Proof Construction with INDIAN standard 1 No
accessories complete plant, To fill 50ml to 4 litres containers
LIQUID FILLING LINE:
2, Tumn Table SBTT- 36 GMP Model 1No
3. Automatic FLOWMATIC PLC Base Auto Volume Adjustable 4 Head Liquid filling machine (All components
contacts parts stainless steel with cabinet) With Flame Proof Motor.
1 No
4. Automatic Single Head Flit off Plastic Screw Capping Machine Model No. SBCS-60S GMP Model with A/C
Frequency Drive and one size change parts WITH CHANGE PARTS & CAP ELEVATOR
1 Set
5. Linear Screw Capping Machine Model SBCS-100LS with one set of cap change parts - cap place on bottle | 1 No
manually
6. Tum Table SBTT - 36 GMP Model 1No
1. Wrap Around Sticker Labeling Machine Model No. SBSL - 120 GMP Model for ROUNDJAR 1 No
8. Double Side (Front & Back- Round) Self Adhesive Sticker Labeling Machine with Round bottle attachment
SBSL - 120D GMP Model
1 No
9. Packing Conveyor Belt (12 feet) 1 No
10. Semi Automatic Shrink Wrapping/Group Bottle Packing Machine 1 No
1. Top & Bottom Drive Type Carton BOPP Sealing Machine Model: SB-1 IMBT with manual carton adjustment | 2 No
12. BOPP Carton Tapping Machine 2No
Interested buyer to contact: 08033128202, 08“2388“451
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GOMBE STATE GOVERMENT OF NIGERIA
STATE UNIVERSAL BASIC EDUCATION BOARD (SUBEB)

FOR YEAR 2025 UBEC/GME-SUBEB MATCHING GRANT PROJECTS

1.

FEDERAL LOW COST NEAR ILMI INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE,
PMB 097, GOMBE, GOMBE STATE.

INVITATION TO TENDER

INTRODUCTION

The Gombe State Universal Basic Education Board (GME-SUBEB) in compliance with
requirements of the Public Procurement Act, 2007 and other extant government
regulations, intends to undertake projects for the implementation of the 1% — 4™ Quarters
2025 UBEC/GME-SUBEB Matching Grant Projects. The Board therefore, invites
experienced and competent companies to submit bids for the following underlisted
projects.

SCOPE OF THE WORK

a)
b)
c)
d)

Construction of new classrooms and offices
Renovations of dilapidated classrooms
Drilling / Rehabilitation of water boreholes
Procurement of Pupils/ECCDE furniture

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

vi-

vii-

xii-
xiii-

Xiv-

Evidence of Certificate of Incorporation issued by the Corporate Affairs
Commission (CAC) including Forms CAC1.1 or CAC2 and CAC7;
Evidence of Company’s Tax Clearance Certificate for the past three (3) years valid
till 315 December, 2026;
Evidence of Pension Clearance Certificate valid till 31 December, 2026 (this
requirement is only applicable to bidders whose numbers of staff is 15 and above);
Evidence of industrial Training Fund (ITF) Compliance Certificate valid till 31%
December, 2026 (this requirement is only applicable to bidders whose numbers
of staff is 5 and above or the bidders’ annual turnover is N50m and above);
Evidence of Nigeria Social Insurance Trust Fund (NSITF) Clearance Certificate valid
till 31%* December 2026;
Evidence of Registration on the National Database of Contractors, Consultants and
Service Providers by submission in of Interim Registration Report (IRR) expiring on
31°* December 2026 issued by the Bureau of Public Procurement (BPP);
Sworn Affidavit:
» disclosing whether or not any officer of the relevant committees of Gombe
state Universal Basic Education Board or Bureau of Public Procurement is
a former or present Director, shareholder or has any pecuniary interest in

the bidder and confirm that all information presented in its bid are true
and correct in all particulars.

= that no Director has been convicted in any Country for any criminal offence
relating to fraud or financial impropriety or criminal misrepresentation or
falsification of facts relating to any matter;

e that the Company is not in receivership, subject to any form of insolvency
or bankruptcy proceedings or the subject of any form of winding up
petition or proceedings;

Company’s Audited Account for the last three (3) years — 2023, 2024 & 2025;
Reference Letter from a reputable Commercial Bank in Nigeria, indicating
willingness to provide credit facility for the execution pf the project when needed;
Company’s Profile with Curriculum Vitae of Key staff to be deployed for the
project, including copies of their academic/Professional qualifications such
COREN, QSRBN, ARCON, CORBON, etc.;

Verifiable documentary evidence of at least three (3) similar jobs executed in the
last five (5) years including Letters of Awards, Valuation Certificates, Job
Completion Certificates and Photographs of the projects;

Works: List of Plants/Equipment with proof of ownership/Lease Agreement;

For Supply of Equipment: Letter of Authorization as representative of the Original
Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs);

For Joint Venture/Partnership, Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) indicating
Lead Partner should be provided (CAC, Tax Clearance Certificate, Pension
Clearance Certificate, ITF Compliance Certificate, NSITF Clearance Certificate, IRR
& Sworn Affidavit are compulsory for each JV partner)

Note: All documents for submission must be transmitted with a Covering/Forwarding letter
under the Company/Firm’s Letter Head Paper bearing amongst others, the Registration Number
(RC) as issued by the CAC, Contact Address, Telephone Number (preferably GSM No.), and email
address. The Letter Head Paper must bear the Names and Nationalities of the Directors of the
Company at the bottom of the page, duly signed by the authorized officer of the firm.
COLLECTION OF TENDER DOCUMENTS

Interested Companies are to collect the Standard Bidding Documents (SBD) from the office of the
Director of Planning, Research and Statistics of the Board upon presentation of evidence of
payment of a non-refundable tender fee of N10,000.00k per lot paid into Gombe State Revenue
Account in any reputable Commercial Bank in Nigeria.

SUBMISSION OF TENDER DOCUMENTS

Prospective bidders are to submit bid for the Lot desired in two (2) hard copies each of the
Technical and Financial Bids in sealed envelope and clearly marked as “Technical Bid” or
“Financial Bid”. Thereafter put the two sealed envelopes together in a bigger sealed envelope
and addressed to the Executive Chairman, Gombe State Universal Basic Education Board PMB
097, Near |lmi International College, Federal Low-Cost Gombe, Gombe State, and clearly marked
with the name of the Project and Lot Number. Furthermore, the reverse of each sealed envelope
should bear the Name and Address of the bidder and be drop in the designated Tender Box, at
the Directorate of Planning, Research and Statistics of the Board not later than 12:00 noon,
Monday, 16" November, 2026.

OPENNING OF TECHNICAL BIDS

Only the Technical bids will be opened immediately after the deadline for submission at 12:00
noon, Monday, 16" November, 2026 at the Premises of the Board in the presence of bidders or
their representatives, while the Financial bids will be kept un-opened. Please ensure that you
sign the Bid Submission Register in the office of the Director of Planning, Research and Statistics
of the Board, as Gombe State Universal Education Board will not be held liable for misplaced or
wrongly submitted bids.

7.0 GENERAL INFORMATION

4.0

5.0

6.0

a. Bids must be in English Language and signed by an official authorized by the
bidder;

b. Bids submitted after deadline for submission would be returned un-opened

c. All cost will be borne by the bidder;

d. Technical Bids would be opened in the presence of the Bidders or their
representatives, CSOs in the areas of Anti-Corruption and Transparency and
Private professional bodies and will be covered by video recording; invitation link
will be sent to bidders who chooses to join the bid opening online;

e. Only pre-qualified bidders will be invited at a later date for financial bids opening,
while financial bids of un-successful bidders would be returned un-opened.

f. The Board is not obliged to award the contract to the lowest bidder;

g. The Board may verify any or all claims made by bidders and shall disqualify any
company whose claims are found to be false in addition to other sanctions that
may be deemed necessary; and

h. The Gombe State Universal Education Board is not bound to pre-qualify any bidder
and reserves the right to annul the Procurement process at any time without
incurring any liabilities in accordance with Section 28 of the Public Procurement
act, 2007.

SIGNED
PROF. HASSAN BELLO
Executive Chairman

FEDERAL COLLEGE OF COMPLEMENTARY AND ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE

OFFICE OF THE HEAD OF SERVICE COMPLEX (BLOCK C ROOMS C818 & C819)
Federal Secretariat Complex, Phase Il, Shehu Shagari Way, Central Business District, FCT-Abuja, Nigeria

INVITATION TO TENDER FOR EXECUTION OF FY2026 CAPITAL PROJECTS UNDER

FEDERAL COLLEGE OF COMPLEMENTARY AND ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE (FEDCAM

IN UCTIO!
The FEDERAL COLLEGE OF COMPLEMENTARY AND
ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE FEDCAM in furtherance of it’s statutory
mandate intends to undertake the Procurement of various Goods.
under the 2026 Capital Appropriation and in accordance with
Extent Provision of Section 25 of the Procurement Act, 2007.

12 The College therefore invites all experienced and competent
contractors and suppliers with relevant experience for consideration
for the execution of the following projects tabulated in 2.0

2.0 SCOPE OFWORK

LOTNO PROJECT DESCRIPTION

LOTA1 Furnishing of student hostels
LOT A2 Furnishing of four classrooms
LOT A3 Construction of parameter fence

3.0 ELIGIBILTY REQUIREMENTS

i Verifiable Evidence of certificate of registration with corporate
affairs commission (CAC) including form CAC 1.1 or CAC2 and form
CACT.
Evidence of current tax clearance for the last three years 2023, 2024,
2025 valid till 31st December, 2026
Evidence of current pension compliance certificate valid till 31st
December, 2026
Evidence of current industrial training fund (ITF) compliance
certificate valid till 31st December, 2026
Evidence of current national social insurance trust fund (NSITF)
compliance certificate valid till 31st December, 2026
Evidence of registration on the database of Federal contractors,
consultants and service providers; by submission of the interim
registration report (IRR) expiring 31st December, 2026 or valid
certificate issued by BPP
Sworn Affidavit disclosing whether or not any officer of the
relevant committees of the Federal College of Complementary
and Alternative Medicine (FEDCAM) or the Bureau of public
procurement is a former or present director, shareholder or has any
pecuniary interest in the bidder and to confirm that all information
presented in its bid are true and correct in all particulars,
Company's Audited Accounts for the last three years 2023, 2024,
2025
Evidence of financial capability to execute the project by submission
of reference letter from a reputable commercial bank in Nigeria
willingness to provide credit facility for the execution of the project
when needed.
Company profile with verifiable documentary evidence of at least
three (3) similar jobs executed in the last five (5) years including
letters of award, valuation certificates and photographs of the
projects.
Letter of authorization as repl
manufactures (OEM) must be attached
Letter of authorization as repl ive of the original
manufactures (OEM) listed in the approved policy for Procurement
of Health and Medical Equipment for Tertiary Hospitals in Nigeria,
for bidders of affected Lot.
For joint ventures/partnership, memorandum of understanding
(MoU) should be provided (all the eligibility requirements are
compulsory for each JV Partner)
All document for submission must be transmitted with a covering',
forwarding letter under the company\firm's letter headed paper
bearing amongst other, the Registration Number (RC) as issued by
the Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC), contact address, telephone
number (preferably GSM No) and E-mail address, the letter headed
papers must bear the names and nationalities of the directors of the
companies at the bottom of the page duly signed by the authorized
officer of the firm.

of the original equi it

NOTE that all documents/information required must be paginated,
submitted in the sequence/order as listed in i - xiv above.

4.0 O

Interested Companies are to collect the standard documents
(SBD) from the office of the Head of Procurement, Federal College of
Complementary and Altemative Medicine (FEDCAM) Administrative
Headquarters, Office of the Head of Service, Federal Secretariat Complex,
Phase Il, Shehu Shagari Way, Central Business District, FCT - Abuja, Nigeria
between 10am - 3pm, Mondays - Friday, upon showing evidence of
payment of non - refundable fee of N10,000.00 (Ten Thousand Naira)
only, per Lot paid into the Federal College of Complementary and
Alternative Medicine’s Remita Account in any Commercial Bank (TSA
Account Number is to be obtained from the College’s Central Pay Office
Federal College of Complementary and Alternative Medicine, Abuja.

5.0 SUBMISSION OF TENDER DOCUMENTS

Perspective bidders are to submit bid for each of the lot desired, two
(2) hard copies each of the technical and financial bids with soft copy of
financial bid in MS Excel format, packaged separately in sealed envelopes
and clearly marked as “Technical Bid” or “Financial Bid” with the Company’s
name written on each envelope. Thereafter put the two sealed envelopes
together in a bigger sealed envelope addressed to the Sole Administrator,

Federal College of Compl tary and ive Medicine
(FEDCAM) Administrative Headquarters, Office of the Head of Service,
Federal Secretariat Complex, Phase ll, Shehu Shagari Way, Central Business
District, FCT - Abuja, Nigetia, and clearly marked with Name of the project
and the Lot number. Furthermore, the reverse of each sealed envelope
should have the name and address of the bidder and should be deposited
in the Tender Box at the address in 4.0 above, not later than 12.00 neon on
Monday 2nd November, 2026

6.0 OPENING OF BID DOCUMENTS

Technical Bids will be opened immediately after the deadline for
the submission by 12.00 noon on Monday 2nd November, 2026 at the
College Administrative Headquarters in the presence of Bidders or their
representatives, while the Financial Bids will be kept unopened. Please
ensure that you sign the Bid submission register at the address stated in
4.0 above, as the centre will not be held liable for misplaced or wrongly
submitted bids.

7.0 GENERAL INFORMATION

i, Bids must be in English Language and signed by an official by the
bidder

Bid submitted after the deadline of submission would be retumed
un-opened

Pre-qualified Bidders will be contacted at a later date for Financial
Bid opening while financial Bids of unsuccessful bidders will return
unopened.

All costs will be borne by the bidders as the College will not be held
responsible for any cost or expenses incurred by any interested
party (ies) in connection with any response to this invitation
Non-compliance with the conditions stated herein will lead to
automatic disqualification of the bidder from the bidding process.
The College is not bound to pre-qualify any bidder and reserves
the right to annul the Procurement process at any time without
incurring any liabilities in accordance with Section 28 of the Public
Procurement Act, 2007.

For further enquiries, please contact Procure Unit between
10.00am to 4.00pm (Mondays to Fridays) College Administrative
Headquarters, Office of the Head of Service, Federal Secretariat
Complex, Phase Il, Shehu Shagari Way, Central Business District, FCT
- Abuja, Nigeria.

Signed:
SOLE ADMINISTRATOR
Federal College of Complementary and Alternative Medicine

b

REDEEMER'S

UNIVERSITY
P.M.B. 230, EDE, OSUN STATE, NIGERIA.
R with dhe www.run.edu.ng

Inaugural
Leclure
series

The Vice-Chancellor
PROF SHADRACH OLUFEMI AKINDELE, ran. rrees
on behalf of the Senate of the University, cordially invites the general public to the

NATURE, NANOMEDICINE AND NUMBERS:
A SALUBRIOUS ODYSSEY OF A TOXICOLOGIST

PROF. CHIAGOZIEM ANARIOCHI OTUECHERE

BSc, MSc, PhD (Ibadan)

Professor of Biochemical Toxicology and Phytomedicine
Department of Biochemistry, Faculty of Basic Medical Sciences

PROF SHADRACH OLUFEMI AKINDELE, fian, ffips

Vice-Chancellor

Tuesday, 20th October, 2026

Redeemer’s University Auditorium,
Ede, Osun State.

1:00 p.m.

Times Higher Education
Impact Rankings 2026

e # OVERALL AMONG FEDERAL, STATE AND
- PRIVATE UNIVERSITIES IN NIGERIA

...running with the vision

Redeemer’s University ranked 1st in Nigeria in seven SDGs
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INDEPENDENT NATIONAL ELECTORAL COMMISSION (INEC)

REQUEST FOR APPLICATION TO SERVE AS OBSERVER
GROUPS FOR 2027 GENERAL ELECTION

he Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) hereby invites registered

Civil Society Organizations (CSOs), Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs),

Diplomatic Corps and other stakeholders whose work is on democracy, governance
and election wishing to observe the Nigeria 2027 General elections scheduled to hold on
16" January (national election) and 6" February 2027 (state election) to visit
(http://observergroups.inecnigeria.org) and apply. This is without prejudice to any
previous correspondence with the Commission.

2.  Observer groups are to submit information including legal status (registration with
CAC or other relevant Agency), evidence of registration with the Civil Society Desk at INEC
Headquarters, evidence of previous election observations with INEC (if any) and
acknowledgment page of submission of reports of election observation (if any), With the
completed form EC14A(l)

3.  The deadline for submission of application (Form EC14A (1)) is 26" October, 2026.
The list of successful observer groups approved for accreditation will be published.

4.  Any falsification of documents in the submissions will lead to automatic
disqualification and possible prosecution.

ACCREDITATION OF SUCCESSFUL OBSERVER GROUPS

5. Each successful group would be required to complete the online deployment of field
observers' Form (EC14A (ii)) and submit same.

6. Successful observer groups should also note that in order to enable the Commission
produce identification/accreditation tags for deployed field observers, passport
photographs of the field observers to be deployed to the field should be arranged on Local
GovernmentArea (LGA) basis, in JPEG Format.

7. NOTEONELECTION OBSERVATION EXERCISE

Observer groups should note that the core principle of election observation in line with best
practices, would guide the conduct of field observers during the election. These include
impartiality, objectivity and non-partisanship.

Please be guided accordingly.

SIGNED:
INDEPENDENT NATIONAL ELECTORAL COMMISSION (INEC)

INEC: Making your vote count, consolidating our democracy.

& icccinec.gov.ng www.inecnigeria.org; www.inecnews.com 0O © 6 @inecnigeria
@ 070-CALL-INEC: 070-2255-4632 INEC SHORT CODE: 4632 09050858629, 09050858675, 09050858649
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF RIVERS STATE OF NIGERIA
IN THE PORT HARCOURT JUDICIARY DIVISION
HOLDEN AT PORT HARCOURT

AFFIDAVIT ID: RVSJ/AF/408002/2026
AFFIDAVIT OF STATEMENT OF CLAIM/WITNESS STATEMENT ON OATH

I, Mr. Simeon Nwennendah Wutche, adult, Male, Business man, Christian citizen of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria, of Rumuwutche family of Rumuwokerebe,
Rumuokwurusi Town , Port Harcourt, Obio/Akpor Local Government Area, Rivers
State, do hereby make oath and declare as follows :
1. That | am the deponent and make this affidavit on good faith.
2. That | am the st Claimant in Suit No: PHC/279/CS/2026 and the deponent herein,
conversant with the facts of that case.
3. That | consented and authorized the filing of the said Suit No: PHC/279/CS/2026
as 1st Claimant
4. That, howevaer, | did not give the name and description of the land in dispute as
©Ohia Mgbaboesawu, Iriebe New Layout as stated in the statement of claim and in
the Witness Statement on oath filed in the said suit
. That the said description of Ohia Mgbaboesawu, Iriebe New Layout was inserted
in the court processes without my knowledge and without proper briefing from
me
. That the correct name and proper description of the land in dispute which is the
subject matter of the said suit and which | authorized to be litigated upon is El
Mini-Onwo Egbu Rumuwulche situate at Rumuokwurusi Town, Obio/Akpor LGA,
Rivers State.
. That the said Eli Mini-Onwo Egbu Rumuwutche is the ancestral land of and owned
by Rumuwutche family of Rumuckwurusi Town, Obio/Akpor Local Government

Area of Rivers State.

.That | know as a fact that the Land referred to in the said suit as Ohia

Mgbaboesawu Iriebe MNew Layout is actually known as and called Eli

Mgbaboesawu Rumuwutche which land is already a subject matter of litigation
pending before the Gourt of Appeal, Port Harcourt Division, and is not the land |
intended or authorized to be the subject matter of the said suit.

. That to avoid confusion, misrepresentation, and multiplicity of actions over the
same subject matter before different courts, | deem it necessary to correct the
records

. That | hereby state that the land in dispute in suit No: PHC/279/CS/2026 is Eli
Mini-Onwo Egbu Rumuwutche and not Ohia Mgbaboesawu, Iriebe New Layout

. That | have authorized the withdrawal of all processes purporting that Ohia
Mgbaboesawu instead of Eli Mini-Onwo Egbu Rumuwutche is the subject matter
of the said suit.

12. That this Affidavit is made in good faith to put the records straight and in the

interest of justice

13. That this affidavit is now made for record and official purposes.
That | make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing same to be true and
correct by the provisions of the Oaths ACT, 2004.
Sworn to at the RIVERS STATE
HIGH COURT Registry,
PORT HARCOURT
This 16'" Day of October 2026

Tt doye

Deponent

“THE JUGICIARY -
HIGH COURT, REGISTRY BEFORE ME:
PoRt wancount | |
CASH OFFICF 1
DATE..... ..
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COMMISSIONER FOR
OATHS

PUBLIC NOTICE
FEDERAL MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT

PUBLIC DISPLAY EXERCISE ON THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

L E L

In accordance with the provisions of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Act CAP
E12 LFN 2004, which makes it mandatory for proponents of all new major developmental
activities to carry out EIA for their proposed projects, the Federal Ministry of Environment
hereby announces twenty-one (21) working days public display for information and
comments on the draft EIA report submitted by Seplat Energy Plc.

Brief Project Description:

The proposed project entails conducting a 3D seismic data acquisition project within the
OML 53 located within Oguta, Ohaji/Egbema and Owerri West LGAs in Imo State. The 3D
seismic acquisition will involve the deployment of dynamite explosives (in uninhabited
areas) and vibroseis (in built-up areas) that emit acoustic signals that are simultaneously
recorded by geophones laid out on the terrain. The planned 3D acquisition is estimated to last
a maximum period of up to 12 months (comprising mobilisation, survey preparation, data
acquisition and demobilisation).

The Display Centers are:

* Oguta Local Government Area Headquarters, Oguta, Imo State;
Ohaji/Egbema Local Government Area Headquarters, Mmahu-Egbema, Imo State;

* Owerri West Local Government Area Headquarters, Umuguma Town, Imo State;

* Imo State Ministry of Environment, State Secretariat, Owerri;

» Federal Ministry of Environment, Imo State Field Office, Owerri;
Federal Ministry of Environment, Environmental Assessment Department, Environment
House, Independence Way South, Central Business District, Abuja - F.C.T.

« www.ead.gov.ng

Duration of Display:

Date: 20" October - 17" November, 2026.
Time: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm Daily.

ALL COMMENTS SHOULD BE FORWARDED TO THE HONOURABLE MINISTER, FEDERAL
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT HEADQUARTERS, MABUSHI, ABUJA - FCT AND VIA
info@ead.gov.ng ON OR BEFORE 24™ NOVEMBER, 2026.

SIGNED
PERMANENT SECRETARY
FOR: HONOURABLE MINISTER

MODERN
RESIDENTIAL
APARTMENTS
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CAVEAT EMPTOR

PUBLIC NOTICE ON ECOBANK NIGERIA LIMITED PROPERTIES
IN ABUJA AND ITS ENVIRONS

Ecobank Nigeria Limited ("Ecobank” or the "Bank”) hereby warns 1. Referral of suspected offences to the appropriate law enforcement
members of the public against persons falsely claiming to be agencies for investigation and, where warranted, criminal prosecution.
agents or representatives of the Bank in connection with the 2. Removal of unauthorised structures through the applicable lawful
properties listed below in Abuja and its environs. Members of the procedures.

public should verify any proposed transaction directly with the 3. Civil proceedings for injunctive relief.

Bank before making any commitment or payment. 4. Recovery of possession and damages where applicable.

FRAUD ALERT VERIFY DIRECTLY WITH THE BANK

Members of the public should be alert to suspected
impersonation and property fraud, including:
. Unauthorised individuals falsely claiming to represent Ecobank or

Before engaging in any transaction involving the listed properties,
members of the public should:
1. Confirm Property Status

its agents. ) ) . .
. Circulation of counterfeit property listings, cloned documents, and Obtain written confirmation from the Bank that the proposed transaction
fake social media advertisements. is authorised, including its applicable terms.

. Solicitation of payments through unverified bank accounts or
cash transactions.
. Issuance of forged title documents and fraudulent receipts.

2. Engage Only Authorised Personnel
Deal only with the Head, Ecobank Business Services, or representatives
whose authority for the proposed transaction has been confirmed in

CLARIFICATION ON PROPERTY STATUS writing by the Bank. Official identification alone is not proof of authority to

Ecobank Nigeria Limited states that the properties listed below sell or lease a property.

remain its pro_per_ty. No sale, Iecascle, 0_55|gnme|:1t, development right 3. Follow Approved Payment Procedures

or other dedling in these properties is authorised unless confirmed ) o

by the Bank in writing. This notice does not affect any subsisting * Never make payments in cash or to individuals.

transaction duly authorised by the Bank. *  Only make payments into Ecobank's designated corporate account as
officially communicated and independently verified with the Bank.

PROPERTIES SUBJECT TO THIS NOTICE +  Confirm account details directly from, Ecobank approved

representative, using the verified contact details below before making

ADDRESS payment.

1 | 9 KONTANGORA CLOSE, AREA 3 BRANCH FCT, ABUJA 4. Authenticate All Documents
2 PLOT 1040 CADASTRAL ZONE BO9, ALONG MABUSHI EXPRESS, » Have original title documents and transaction documents inspected
KADO DISTRICT, ABUJA and independently verified by a qualified legal practitioner.
3 | DAKWA ROAD, OPPOSITE MOBIL FILLING STATION, OFF KADUNA-ABUJA - Engage a qualified legal practitioner to conduct a title search at the
ROAD, MADALLA MOTOR SPARE PARTS PARK, NEAR ZUBA Abuja Geographic Information Systems (AGIS) or other relevant land
4 BWARI AREA COUNCIL, ABUJA registry, as applicable.
5 PLOT 2263, CADASTRAL ZONE AO2, WUSE 1 DISTRICT ABUJA. «  Ensure all consents gnd 0pprov0|§ required by law, |nt?lud|ng Ministerial
consent where required, are obtained at the appropriate stage of the
6 | 56, LADOKE AKINTOLA CRESCENT, GARKI II, ABUJA transaction.
7 | PLOT 927 CADASTRAL ZONE B, MABUSHI DISTRICT, ABUJA . L .
8 5. Report Suspicious Activities Immediately
PLOT 153, CADASTRAL ZONE 07-05, DISTRICT CENTRE, KUBWA, Contact Ecobank if:
ABUJA. *  You are approached by persons whose authority to sell, lease, transfer
9 52 GADO NASCO ROAD, KUBWA ABUJA. or develop the listed properties cannot be verified with the Bank.
10 | KUJE MARKET (BUILT UP AREA) KUJE/GWAGWALADA ROAD, KUJE *  You become aware of suspected unlawful occupation, trespass,
AREA COUNCIL, ABUJA construction or development on any of the listed properties.
*  You are presented with documents purportedly issued by Ecobank that
L PLOT NO 677 CADASTRAL ZONE AO07 AMINU KANO CRESCENT P .. . purp 4 y
WUSE || ABUJA appear suspicious or unverifiable
12 | PLOT 12 K -N ROAD FEDERAL GOVT. PROTOTYPE HOUSING ST. SCOPE OF THIS NOTICE
KARU, NYANYA, ABUJA
B | 9GADO NASCO ROAD, ABLLIA CONTACT FOR VERIFICATION & REPORTS
14 HALL 1, BLOCK B, ADMINISTRATIVE BLOCK, AMAC UTAKO ULTRA HEAD Ecobank Business Service Unit
MODERN INTERNATIONAL MARKET, ABUJA Ecobank Pan African Centre (EPAC)
270B Ozumba Mbadiwe Avenue, Victoria Island, Lagos.
15 | PLOT Al4, ZUBA FLY-OVER LAYOUT, ZUBA FRUIT MARKET, Email: alleng-realty@ecobank.com
GWAGALADA, ABUJA
16 | PLOT 1165, CADASTRAL ZONE AOS, MAITAMA, ABUJA (LAKE CHAD AREA) IMPORTANT NOTICE
IGNORE UNVERIFIED OFFERS. VERIFY DIRECTLY WITH ECOBANK NIGERIA
WARNING AGAINST UNAUTHORISED DEALINGS AND TRESPASS LIMITED BEFORE ENTERING INTO ANY TRANSACTION..

Any person dealing with an unauthorised person does so at their own risk.
This notice does not constitute an offer for sale or lease. The Bank reserves
all its rights and remedies.

Dated: 19 October 2026

By Order of Management

Ecobank Nigeria Limited

Unauthorised entry, occupation, construction or development on
these properties may give rise to civil liability and, where the
statutory requirements are met, criminal liability. Ecobank reserves
the right to pursue appropriate legal remedies, including:

Ecobank

ecobank.com The Pan African Bank
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How high financing costs threaten commercial real estate, construction

With commercial property lend-

ing rates reportedly rangin,
from 23 to 38 per cent, develop-
ers face higher borrowing costs,
while contractors struggle with
working capital, delayed pay-
ments and shrinking profit.
Industry experts say these pres-
sures are making projects less
viable, contributing to reduced
development activity and push-
ing some contractors to decline
jobs orrely on clients’ funds and
personal resources, CHINEDUM
UWAEGBULAM reports.

GERIA'S commercial real estate and con-

struction sectors face mounting finan-
cial pressure as high borrowing costs, rising
building material prices, exchange-rate
volatility, and weakening purchasing power
complicate development and investment
decisions.

Developers reliant on bank loans are recon-
sidering investments, delaying projects, and
exploring alternative funding sources, while
construction firms struggle with working
capital constraints, shrinking profit mar-
gins, and delayed payments. The conse-
quences threaten project delivery, invest-
ment returns and the supply of office com-
plexes, shopping malls, hotels and industrial
facilities.

With commercial lending rates reportedly
ranging from 23 to 46 per cent yearly, the cost
of credit is eroding projected returns on
property investments. Developers should
decide whether to accept expensive loans,
inject additional equity or postpone projects
until financing conditions improve.

The Central Bank of Nigeria’s monetary pol-
icy rate stood at 23 per cent following its
September 2026 policy decision. Its money
market indicators for August 2026 put the
prime lending rate at 17.86 per cent and the
maximum lending rate at 29.20 per cent.

These figures reflect broader banking con-
ditions rather than the specific rates avail-
able to every developer, whose borrowing
costs depend on creditworthiness, collateral,
loan tenor and transaction charges.

The implications for project economics are
substantial. A developer borrowing N1 bil-
lion at an annual interest rate of 27 per cent
would incur N270 million in interest over a
year if the principal remained outstanding.
At 30 per cent, the interest bill would rise to
N300 million, excluding principal repay-
ments and other charges. Such costs can
undermine a project’s viability, particularly
when construction expenses rise unexpect-
edly, or completed properties take longer to
sell or lease.

The pressure is compounded by construc-
tion inflation. Fortren & Company reported-
ly estimated that construction costs in
Nigeria increased by 20 per cent between
December 2025 and May 2026, driven by
higher building material and energy prices.
Cement prices in several markets were
reported at between N11,500 and Ni15,000
per 50kg bag in 2026, compared with
approximately N7,500 in late 2025.

Reported outstanding bank credit to real
estate rose from N792.708 billion at the end
of 2025 to N814.996 billion in the first quar-
ter of 2026. Although the figures indicate
substantial bank exposure to the sector, they
do not establish how many projects have
been delayed or abandoned because of high
interest rates.

Industry experts have identified real estate

investment trusts, joint ventures and public-
private partnerships among financing mod-
els used in property development. These
arrangements could diversify funding, par-
ticularly for commercial properties capable
of generating predictable rental income.
However, capital-market financing requires
transparent governance, credible cash-flow
projections, reliable valuations and investor
confidence.

They argued that the challenge is not sim-
ply whether developers and contractors can
obtain loans, but whether they can secure
finance on terms that allow projects to
remain viable. More affordable long-term
capital, reliable payment systems and better
control of construction costs will be essen-
tial to sustaining investment and project
delivery.

Without these, developers may continue to
defer investments, contractors may decline
projects, and the resulting costs could be
passed on to businesses, tenants and proper-
ty buyers.

Former President of the Nigerian Institute
of Quantity Surveyors (NIQS), Segun
Ajanlekoko, told The Guardian that expen-
sive financing and rising building material
prices had significantly increased commer-
cial property development costs, contribut-
ing to weak patronage from domestic buy-
ers.

He linked the relatively low volume of com-
mercial building development to high inter-
est rates on funding sourced largely from
commercial banks. According to him, using
expensive short-term financing for long-
term property investments creates a mis-
match that undermines project viability
and ultimately transfers additional costs to
consumers.

“You cannot use high short-term funding
to achieve a feasible and viable product
without passing it on to the poor con-
sumers,” he said.

Ajanlekoko adyised developers to prioritise
cost-effective designs, avoiding unnecessari-
ly elaborate specifications that do not serve
the needs of their target markets or improve
project returns. Simpler designs and, where
appropriate, fast-track construction meth-
ods using components assembled quickly
on site could shorten delivery periods and
reduce exposure to financing charges.

He also recommended procuring essential
building materials upfront where financial-
ly feasible, while considering storage costs
and the risk of tying down working capital.
Appointing quantity surveyors early in the
development process, he said, would enable
developers to prepare reliable cost plans,
assess design options, establish budgets and
monitor expenditure before overruns
become difficult to control.

Ajanlekoko called for a specialised bank to
provide long-term construction and proper-
ty development loans at single-digit interest
rates. Such an institution, he argued, could
align repayment schedules with develop-
ment timelines and improve the viability of
projects requiring substantial initial capital.

The financing squeeze is also affecting con-
struction firms, whose cash-flow problems
are often intensified by delayed payments
from clients. Contractors must pay workers,
purchase materials and maintain equip-
ment while waiting for certified invoices to
be settled. Where payments are delayed,
firms may have to borrow at commercial
rates to finance work already completed.

Chief Executive Officer of NISH Affordable
Housing Limited, Dr Yemi Adelakun,
described the situation as a “deadly trian-
gle” involving high borrowing costs, rising
material prices and delayed payments.

He said expensive loans had become
increasingly inaccessible or unattractive to

7l il e
Lagos State government begins controlled dem
lition of the structurally compromised Great

Nigeria Insurance House on Lagos Island.

0-

contractors, while material price increases
rendered previously submitted quotations
unviable. Delayed payments further tied
down funds needed to procure materials,
pay workers and sustain ongoing projects.

“The effects of these anomalies are negative
working capital, cost overruns and delayed
or abandoned projects,” Adelakun said.

According to him, bank loans now account
for only between five and 10 per cent of proj-
ect financing among the construction oper-
ations he described, compared with 30 to
40 per cent in 2020. He attributed the
decline to high default rates, tighter lend-
ing conditions and contractors’ reluctance
to borrow at prevailing rates.

The situation creates a difficult choice for
contractors bidding for projects. Passing
additional costs to clients could make their
bids uncompetitive, while absorbing them
reduces profit margins and leaves firms vul-

11

Expensive loans had become
increasingly inaccessible or
unattractive to contractors,
while material price increases
rendered previously submitted
quotations unviable. Delayed
payments further tied down
funds needed to procure materi-
als, pay workers and sustain
ongoing projects. The effects of
these anomalies are negative
working capital, cost overruns
and delayed or abandoned proj-

T

nerable to further price increases.

Adelakun said some contractors were
declining contracts because of uncertainty
over material costs, payment schedules and
already narrow margins. Projects were
increasingly being financed through clients’
funds and contractors’ personal resources
rather than bank borrowing.

To manage the pressure, he identified
mobilisation advances, escrow arrange-
ments, supplier credit, equipment leasing,
joint ventures and invoice financing as alter-
natives. Invoice financing allows firms to
raise funds against receivables, subject to the
quality of the invoices and the client’s credit-
worthiness. Equipment leasing can reduce
upfront capital requirements, although its
total cost must be weighed against purchas-
ing.

Adelakun also advocated a more structured
approach to project cash flow; including plac-
ing substantial upfront payments in escrow
and purchasing materials in bulk when
prices ease.

Under his proposed milestone-based escrow
arrangement, payments would be released
in stages: 30 per cent at foundation level,
another 30 per cent at roofing and the
remaining 40 per centat finishing, subject to
verification of completed work. He argued
that the arrangement could improve
accountability and ensure funds are released
in line with construction progress.

He urged contractors to reconsider fixed-
price contracts in an environment of volatile
material costs. Without suitable price-adjust-
ment clauses, firms risk being locked into
rates that no longer cover delivery costs.
Changes to government procurement proce-
dures, payment terms and bank lending
practices, he said, would help contractors
remain operational and competitive.

For property developers, the response
increasingly involves reducing dependence
on commercial bank debt and mobilising
capital through equity, joint ventures, instal-
ment payment plans and other arrange-
ments.

Chief Executive Officer of Propertygate
Development and Investment Limited, Mr
Adetokunbo Ajayi, said commercial property
lending rates ranged from 23 to 38 per cent
annually and could be higher, depending on
the transaction.

Although the high-interest environment
had not directly affected his company’s
development operations because it did not
currently rely on commercial bank debt,
Ajayi said it continued to constrain the com-
pany’s expansion plans and had wider impli-
cations for the sector.

He estimated that financing costs for devel-
opers relying on bank loans could account
for between 25 and 38 per cent or more of
gross development cost. He added that rising
capital costs were changing investment
thresholds, with projects that previously tar-
geted returns of 22 to 25 per cent now requir-
ing yields approaching 40 per cent or higher
to compensate for financing expenses.

“High interest rates render long-term bank
debt unsuitable for property development
finance,” Ajayi said, noting that developers
were increasingly exploring alternative fund-
ing sources.

These include developer-client instalment
plans, corporate bonds, equity injections,
joint ventures, off-plan sales and unitisation
or fractional investment structures. Such
mechanisms can spread funding require-
ments among investors or help developers
mobilise money before projects are complet-
ed, but they require credible valuations,
transparent governance and clear arrange-
ments for managing risk.

Read the remaining part of this story
on www.guardian.ng
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Building council seeks partnerships to bridge construction skills gap

By Victor Ghonegun

E Sector Skills Council for
Building in Nigeria (SSCBiN)
has called for Fartnerships
with professional bodies and
industry stakeholders to for-
malise workforce training and
certification in the building
and construction sector.
Speaking on the theme, “The
Next Frontier in Real Estate:
Innovating for Sustainable
Development and Inclusive
Growth,” at the 20th anniver-
sary symposium of the Abuja
Property Development
Company Limited (APDC), the
council’s President, Dr Samson
Opaluwah, said the initiative
would provide practical train-
ing an fpromote the employ-
ment of certified and skilled

construction professionals.

Opaluwah, a former
Chairman of the Council of
Registered Builders of Nigeria
(CORBON), said Nigeria need-
ed to move beyond traditional
approaches to building and
real estate management amid
rapid urbanisation, popula-
tion growth and economic
pressures.

He identified three pillars for
the future of real estate: inno-
vation and sustainable con-
struction technologies,
human capital development
and standardisation of con-
struction skills, and inclusive

rowth through affordable

ousing.
He urged stakeholders to
adopt climate-resilient

designs, energy-efficient build-
ing systems and green build-
ing materials, stressing that
sustainability was no longer a
luxury or marketing buzzword
but an economic and environ-
mental imperative.

“Abuilding is only as good as
the hands that build it. The
next frontier in real estate
requires an uncompromising
commitment to skilled work-
manship, professional stan-
dards and quality assurance,”
he said.

Opaluwah called for the
implementation of the
National Skills Qualification
Framework (NSQF), including
National Occupational
Standards (NOS), recognition
of prior learning (RPL) and cer-

tification of informal construc-
tion workers.

He said builders, technolo-
gists, technicians and artisans
involved in construction proj-
ects must meet recognised
standards of competence and
safety. “APDC must lead the way
in prioritising certified, skilled
manpower across all its supply
chains,” he added.

The SSCBIN president said sus-
tainable development would
be meaningless if it excluded
the majority of Nigerians,
stressing the need for housin
solutions that catered to mid-
dle- and low-income earners as
well as the premium market.

He advocated innovative
financing, efficient land use
and public-private partner-

ships (PPPs) to make home-
ownership more accessible.

To unlock real estate’s poten-
tial as an engine of inclusive
economic growth, Opaluwah
said PPPs must evolve beyond
transactional arrangements
into strategic frameworks that
reduce investment risks and
attract long-term financing.

He identified key policy inter-
ventions, including reducin
the risks associated with lan
acquisition and titling, intro-
ducing infrastructure-forequi-
ty frameworks, and incentivis-
ing financial institutions and
pension fund administrators
to invest patient capital in real
estate development.

Opaluwah also called for
mandatory inclusionary zon-

NCF urges Lagos to introduce carbon budgeting, protect wetlands

By Abigail Ikhaghu

'IHE Nigerian Conservation
Foundation (NCF) has called
on the Lagos State Government
to introfuce carbon budget-
ing, designate more protected
wetlands, enforce compliance
with Environmental Impact
Assessment requirements and
increase investment in green
infrastructure, Eublic trans-
port and renewable energy.
The Chairman of the NCF
National Executive Council,

Hon. Justice Raliat Adebiyi,
made the call at the 20th annu-
al Walk for Nature, themed
“Inspired for Climate Action:
Lagos Must Listen, Our Action
Matters.” The event, held at
Lagos State University, Ojo, was
organised in partnership with
the Lagos State Government.
Adebiyi urged the state to
make environmental protec-
tion central to its development
decisions, saying climate

action should go beyond pub-
include

lic awareness to
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PUBLIC NOTICE CONCERNING THE PROPERTIES OF LATE ALHAJA MRS JUMOKE YUSUF
The general public is hereby notified that the following properties belong to
the Estate of LATE ALHAJA MRS. JUMOKE YUSUF:
1. No. 5, Tapa Street, ljesha-Tedo, Surulere, Lagos.
2. No. 8, Along 22 Road, Abesan Estate, Lagos.
3. One Acre of Land at Ori Okuta Estate, Ogijo Bus Stop, lkorodu.
4. No. 2A, Adeboye Sowande Street, Okota, Lagos.
5. No. 2B, Adeboye Sowande Street, Okota, Lagos
6. No. 9, Olorunosebi Street, Kosi-Ketu, Lagos.

The publicis hereby warned against purchasing, leasing, mortgaging or
otherwise dealing with the above properties without lawful authorisation.
Anyone who does so acts entirely at their own risk.

BE WARNED!

LAGOS OFFICE:
08028411767
07069747993

W guardianng

SIGNED:
DPALMS ATTORNEYS
Solicitors to Olatokunboh Bunmi Mustapha, Oluwatosin Shote, Aderonke
Abiola Makanjuola and Tope Yusuf. Children of the Deceased.

BOLLESS GLOBAL SERVIGES LTD

11, ADENIYI COKER STREET, VICTORIA ISLAND LAGOS
0803 160 3373 , 0805 658 5586

PROPERTIES FOR SALE

1) WATERFRONT PROPERTY FOR SALE AT IKOYI
Description: Old Waterfront Detached Mansion
Location: Queens Drive Off Bourdillon Road Ikoyi
Size: 5093 sqm. Price: N5.5m per sqm

2) FOR SALE WATERFRONT LAND

stronger environmental poli-
cies, enforcement of existin
requirements and increase
investment in natural systems
that protect communities
against climate-related risks.
She called for the full domesti-
cation and implementation of
the Climate Change Act 2021 at
the subnational level, includ-
ing carbon budgeting for
Lagos, and the integration of
nature-based solutionsinto the
state’s climate adaptation and
drainage master plans.
“Climate action must be fully
integrated into land-use plan-
ning, flood management,
urban development and envi-
ronmental governance. What

is required now is execution,”
she said.

Adebiyi identified wetlands,
forests, waterways and green
sgaces as essential to Lagos’
ability to withstand environ-
mental pressures, warning
that their destruction weak-
ened natural systems that pro-
tected communities.

“Lagos is at the frontline of
Nigeria’s climate vulnerability.
A city surrounded by water yet
increasingly threatened by it.
Rising sea levels, annual flood-
ing, extreme heat and the
steadyloss of wetlands are put-
ting our communities, our
livelihoods and our future at
risk,” she said.

She also urged businesses to
make environmental responsi-
bility part of their investment
decisions, supply chains, pro-
duction systems and waste
management, rather than lim-
iting their commitments to
sustainability reports and envi-
ronmental, social and gover-
nance statements.

Adebiyi encouraged universi-
ties to use research and innova-
tion to develop practical solu-
tions to environmental prob-
lems. She also urged students
to support community initia-
tives, promote responsi le con-
sumption and hold institu-
tions accountable through
informed advocacy.

ing and mixed-income require-
ments in affordable housing
schemes. “Every PPP agreement
involving public asset conces-
sions or government land must
explicitly enforce compliance
with the Nigerian National
Building Code and mandate the
deployment of reﬁistered pro-
fessionals and certified construc-
tion artisans (NSQF/SSCBIN stan-
dards) to eliminate structural
failures and safeguard public
assets,” he said.

He urged APDC to build on its
reputation by helping to
reshape the real estate market
through green and smart com-
munities, including residential
estates in the Federal Capital
Territory designed to achieve
carbon neutrality and energy
independence.

Speaking at the event,
Governor Babajide Sanwo-Olu,
represented by the Permanent
Secretary, Office of
Environmental Services,
Ministry of the Environment
and Water Resources, Tajudeen
Gaji, said development must
comply with environmental
and drainage requirements.
He stressed that wetlands and
mangroves were important
natural defences against flood-
ing and coastal erosion,
adding that Lagos’ coastal loca-
tion, dense population and
rapid growth made the protec-
tion of its natural ecosystems
particularly important.

Lagos council unveils recycling facility to fight flooding, create jobs

v
LOCATION
Ateerofo-Fere Village,

Owode Obafemi LGA,
Ogun State

-

. e - § 7,
185,074. 28 Ogun State Just 5 km / approximately
Square Metres Certificate of 10 minutes’ drive from the
(Approximately 45.73 Acres) Occupancy (C of 0) Sagamu Interchange.

N18,000,00

PER ACRE

By Favour Udezue

’I‘O reduce the risk of flood-
ing and create economic
opportunities for residents,
Ojokoro  Local  Council
Development Area (LCDA) has
inaugurated a Recyclable
Collection Hub designed to
transform discarded materi-
als into valuable resources.
The facility, a partnership
between the council, the
Association of Scraps and
Waste Pickers of Lagos
(ASWOL), Rethinking Cities,
the Lagos Waste Management
Authority (LAWMA), the Food
and Beverage Recycling
Alliance, and Heinrich Boll
Stiftung, will strengthen
responsible waste manage-
ment and demonstrate the
economic value of recycling.
Speaking at the event, the
Executive Chairman of
Ojokoro LCDA, Oluyemisi
Rosiji, described the initiative
as more than the opening of

Size: 9290 sqm ( half can be sold)
Location: Ozumba Mbadiwe, Victoria Island Lagos
Prices: 3.8mpersgm. Title: CofO

3) FOR SALE: Prime Development Property
Size: 4000 sqm, Title: Cof O
Location: Sinari Daranijo Street Victoria Island
Price: 10b (2.5m per sqm)

4) WAREHOUSE FOR SALE
Location: Burma Road, Apapa
Total Land Size: 3380 sqm with two Bay warehouses with
attached office space
Title: Deed of Assignment, Price: 3b

another public facility, noting
that it marked a shift towards
anew approach to waste man-
agement in the community.
According to her, materials
commonly regarded as rub-
bish can become sources of
income and economic oppor-
tunities when properly col-
lected, sorted and recycled.
She emphasised that envi-
ronmental sanitation was a
collective responsibility that
required active participation
from residents, businesses,
community organisations
and government.
Rosiji explained that indis-
criminate waste disposal
could block drainage chan-
nels, contribute to flooding,
create unpleasant surround-
ings and expose communities
to health risks.

— N

V7 IDEAL FOR
Factory

Agro-allied

(Slightly Negotiable) ¥

Integrated Farming
Agribusiness

5) Warehouse for Sale Livestock

Total size: 14,320,000 sqm

3 bay Warehouse of size 7420 sqm

Title: Cof O. Price: 6b

Location; Oregun, Directly facing Ikorodu Road

Crop Cultivation

Agricultural Investment

CONTACT
Mr. Bamidele Asorona

‘ e 0803 300 OSOi y

GROW YOUR TOMORROW ’

6) Warehouse (Industrial property)
Location: Henry Carr Street, lkeja
Total size: 16,570sqm, Warehouse Size: 9453 sqm
Price: 12b. Title: Cof O

‘ SECURE YOUR LAND -»
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Cooperatives seek housing vouchers, guarantees to boost homeownership

By Chinedum Uwaeghulam

E Cooperative Housing
Federation of Nigeria
(COHFON) has advocated
housing vouchers, guaran-
tees and innovative financ-
ing mechanisms to help
prospective homeowners
access funding and reduce
intermediaries in housing
delivery.

The federation’s President,
Dr Yemi Adelakun, made the
call in a paper titled
Cooperative Housing in
Nigeria, presented at the
National Cooperative
Summit, Expo and Awards
organised by the
Cooperative Federation of
Nigeria in Abuja.

He urged governments to
facilitate partnerships with
prequalified engineering,
procurement, construction
and finance companies with
proven technical and finan-
cial capacity to deliver pre-
designed homes at agreed
prices.

Backed by credible guaran-
tees from organised hous-
ing cooperatives, such
arrangements could help
societies that own land but
lack the technical expertise
or financial resources to
develop it.

Adelakun also called for a
dedicated revolving inter-
vention fund to provide
housing finance through
cooperatives at single-digit
interest rates, building on

By Victor Ghonegun

NVIRONMENTAL group,

Spaces for Change (S4C),
has called for coordinated,
evidence-based action to
address toxic gas emissions
and environmental damage
in Bille community, Rivers
State.

Residents have reported
persistent foul odours, pro-
longed gas leaks, bubbling
water sources, suspected
water contamination and
explosions. Fishing and
farming activities have also
declined, resulting in signif-
icant livelihood losses.

Women and young people
have reported health com-
plaints, including chest
pains, skin irritation, boils

Engineers urged to embrace digital technology, enforce standards

From Rotimi Agholuaje, lbadan

TRUCTURAL engineers
have been urged to aban-
don outdated practices,
embrace digital technology
and ensure strict compli-
ance with professional stan-

dards to deliver safe,
resilient and sustainable
infrastructure.

A former president of the

Nigerian Institution of
Structural Engineers
(NIStructE), Oreoluwa

Fadayomi, made the call at

the Federal Mortgage Bank

of  Nigeria’'s  (FMBN)
Cooperative Housing
Development Loan pro-
gramme.

He said the measures
would connect organised
housing demand with
developers, financial institu-
tions and government sup-
port, creating a more pre-
dictable market for afford-
able homes.

Acknowledging existing
government-backed hous-
ing finance initiatives
involving the FMBN, Family
Homes Funds, the Federal
Government Staff Housing
Board and the Mortgage
Refinance and Investment
Fund (MREIF), Adelakun
cited interest rates of six per
cent, five per cent, three per
cent and 9.75 per cent,
respectively.

He, however, maintained
that government institu-
tions alone could not meet
Nigeria’s housing needs,
particularly given the limit-
ed number of households
that qualify for available
mortgage products. He
urged governments to
introduce additional financ-
ing mechanisms for infor-
mal-sector workers and
other underserved groups,
while providing land equity
to support affordable hous-
ing development.

Adelakun, who is also the
convener of Cooperative
Housing Summit Africa

and fainting episodes
among children, which they
associate with the unfold-
ing crisis.

Speaking on the issue, S4C
Executive Director, Victoria
Ibezim-Ohaeri, warned that
delays in remediation could
trigger a humanitarian cri-
sis. She said Nigeria’s extrac-
tive-sector transition should
be measured not only by
changes in ownership, pro-
duction or energy sources,
but also by how environ-
mental liabilities are man-
aged, affected communities
protected and damaged
ecosystems restored.

She spoke after a dialogue
organised by S4Cin partner-
ship with the Nigeria

the opening of the institu-
tion’s 2026 Conference and
39th  Annual General
Meeting, held at the
University of Ibadan, Oyo

State.

Fadayomi said the future of
infrastructure development
depended on the profes-
sion’s ability to combine
technological advancement
with professional responsi-
bility and effective regula-
tion.

He said Nigeria needed to
move beyond conventional

(CHOSA), said cooperative
housing could expand
homeownership, particular-
ly among households
excluded from conventional
mortgage financing.

He explained that pooling
members’ savings, aggre-
gating demand and devel-
oping suitable financing
arrangements could
address persistent barriers,
including high construc-
tion costs, expensive credit,
limited access to land and
inadequate mortgage guar-
antees.

According to him, the
model brings prospective
homeowners together
before construction begins,
enabling developers and fin-
anciers to work with organ-
ised groups whose housing
needs, affordability levels
and financial commitments
have been established.

This, he said, could reduce
the risk of developers build-
ing homes beyond buyers’
reach while helping cooper-
atives negotiate better
prices, improve construc-
tion quality and secure
more reliable delivery
arrangements.

“Nigeria does not only need
more houses; Nigeria needs
better mechanisms for
organising people, savings,
land, finance and housing
supply into a coherent path-
way to homeownership,”
Adelakun said.

He argued that cooperative

Extractive Industries
Transparency Initiative
(NEITI) and the National Oil
Spill  Detection  and
Response Agency (NOSDRA),
with support from the Ford
Foundation.

The forum, titled
“Remediation Before
Divestment and Energy
Transition: Amplifying the
Bille Environmental Crisis,”
examined the environmen-
tal, public health and liveli-
hood implications of the sit-
uation, as well as liabilities
arising from petroleum
asset transfers.

Ibezim-Ohaeri said the dia-
logue acknowledged NEITI’s
commitment to transparen-
cy, NOSDRA’s efforts to
strengthen environmental

approaches to structural
engineering to address
emerging infrastructure
challenges and prevent
recurring building collaps-
es and structural failures.
Fadayomi identified engi-
neering resilience, digital
transformation and sustain-
able structural design as pri-
orities for improving the
safety, durability and per-
formance of infrastructure.
He also urged policymakers
to focus on implementing
policies rather than merely

housing could convert indi-
vidual housing needs into
collective purchasing
power, small savings into
housing equity and frag-
mented demand into proj-
ects capable of attracting
financing.

Adelakun noted that con-
ventional mortgage prod-
ucts remained inaccessible
to many Nigerians, particu-
larly artisans, market
traders, artists and other
self-employed people whose
irregular or difficult-to-veri-
fy incomes often prevent
them from meeting lenders’
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Nigerian Conservation Foundation (NC

eligibility requirements.
Housing cooperatives, he
said, could bridge this gap
by mobilising savings and
equity contributions,
strengthening members’
financial profiles and pro-
viding collective guarantees
to attract lenders and rep-
utable construction firms.
The model could also
enable members to acquire
land and residential proper-
ties individually or collec-
tively, or participate in hous-
ing projects through invest-
ments in shares and other
approved financial arrange-
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F) durin'élthis year’s Walk for Nature organised in partnership

ments.

He stressed, however, that
cooperative housing should
not be confused with con-
ventional savings and thrift
societies. Existing multipur-
pose and sectoral coopera-
tives could instead partner
with specialised housing
cooperatives to address
members’ housing needs.

He identified good gover-
nance, transparency,
accountability, capable lead-
ership and sound financial
management as critical to
the success of cooperative
housing schemes.

S

with the Lagos State government at the state’s university, Ojo at the weekend.

Group mobilises action to restore degraded Rivers community ecosystem

monitoring and liability
clearance, and the House of
Representatives Committee
on Host Communities’ com-
mitment to facilitating dia-
logue and policy follow-up.
According to her, the com-
muniqué issued after the
meeting called for remedia-
tion obligations to be

assessed, disclosed,
financed and addressed
through enforceable

arrangements before petro-
leum assets are divested.

It also stressed that investi-
gations must lead to con-
crete action on risk manage-
ment, remediation and
accountability, with priority
given to public health,
access to safe water, liveli-
hood recovery and ecosys-

formulating them.
“A guideline becomes a safe-
ty improvement only when
it changes practice,” he said.
Fadayomi urged engineers
to adopt modern digital
tools without neglecting
the fundamental principles
of the profession, stressing
the importance of under-
standing the underlying
structural and physical
principles of engineering.
Earlier, NIStructE President,
Taiwo Elegba, called for
stronger structural engi-

tem restoration.

Participants called for
transparency and meaning-
ful community involve-
ment in resource gover-
nance, noting that Nigeria’s
energy transition must
address inherited environ-
mental liabilities alongside
future climate and energy
objectives.

They urged authorities to
prioritise emergency pre-
paredness and protect pub-
lic health and livelihoods
while investigations contin-
ue. The dialogue also advo-
cated greater use of satellite
surveillance, gas-leak detec-
tion, emissions tracking
and environmental finger-
printing technologies to
identify pollution sources

neering practice to address
changing environmental
conditions and the growing
demands of infrastructure
development.

Elegba urged practitioners
to adopt digital tools, opti-
mise the use of construction
materials and explore inno-
vative  approaches to
improve infrastructure
resilience and sustainability.

He also stressed the need
for collaboration with regu-
latory agencies and strict
compliance with profes-

and strengthen investiga-
tions.

Ibezim-Ohaeri said these
measures required clear
institutional responsibili-
ties, effective enforcement
and stronger regulatory
oversight of environmental
monitoring, technical inves-
tigations, spill response and
restoration.

Participants further
warned that poor decom-
missioning of oil and gas
infrastructure could
encourage illegal refining,
underscoring the need for
effective oversight and
responsible management
of  petroleum  assets
throughout divestmentand
the energy transition.

sional standards to ensure
that buildings and other
infrastructure were safe, sta-

ble and durable.
The President of the
Nigerian  Society  of

Engineers (NSE) and chair-
man of the occasion, Ali
Rabiu, described engineers
as custodians of public safe-
ty whose decisions had far-
reaching implications for
human lives, economic pro-
ductivity and national
development.
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Ogun pig farmers lose N5b to swine fever, seek govt intervention

From Azeez Olorunlomeru, Abeokuta

G farmers in the Ikangba/Agoro axis of

Odogbolu Council of Ogun State have
demanded urgent government interven-
tion after an outbreak of African swine
fever, which allegedly led to losses exceed-
ing N5b, forcing more than 99 per cent of
farms in the area to shut down.

The farmers, under the aegis of the
Ikangba-Agoro Pig Farmers’ Association,
made the demand during a protest in
Ikangba, organised in collaboration with
the Food and Farmers’ Rights Campaign.

The aggrieved farmers called on the
Federal and the Ogun State governments to
provide compensation, grants, soft loans
and other forms of assistance to enable
affected farmers to resume production.

Speaking at the protest, the Ogun State
coordinator of the Campaign for Workers’
Democratic Rights, Mr. Eko John Nicholas,
disclosed that tens of thousands of pigs had
died from the disease, leaving more than
2,000 farmers facing severe financial diffi-
culties.

Nicholas stated that the association losses
extended beyond livestock to farm infra-
structure, feed stocks, feed ingredients, rev-
enue and other investments across the pig
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production value chain, adding that the
shutdown of farms had also rendered sever-
al farm workers jobless, worsening the eco-
nomic hardship faced by affected house-
holds.

The farmers described the outbreak as the
third major episode of African swine fever to
devastate their investments in the past
decade, accusing the federal and state gov-
ernments of failing to provide adequate sup-
port despite the scale of the losses.

“Moving forward, we can no longer suffer
and die in silence,” the association said, urg-
ing the authorities to intervene immediately
to prevent the collapse of the local pig farm-
ing industry.”

One of the affected farmers, Folorunsho
Ayodele, said he lost pigs worth more than
N18m, while a neighbour lost livestock val-
ued at over N30m.

Ayodele said some of the dead pigs
weighed more than 300kg, with a kilo-
gramme selling for N2,500 and above,
adding that many farmers had taken loans
to finance their businesses. “Many of us are
on loans, and some are even in hospital
because of the shock of these terrible losses.
The experience is better imagined than expe-
rienced.”

He appealed to President Bola Tinubu and

The outbreak of African swine fever has shut down 99 per cent of farms in Odoghbolu Local Council.

Ogun State Governor, Dapo Abiodun to assist
the affected farmers. “We need all the sup-
ports to go back to our business and continue
to contribute our quota to our country’s
development.”

Another farmer, Adeola Oyeleye, said she
had lost investments worth more than N10m,
adding that some farmers in the area had suf-
fered losses exceeding N10Om. “I know of
those who lost over N100m to this outbreak,
so we are really overwhelmed by these terri-
ble losses. We just beg the government to
come to our aid.”

Oyeleye called for compensation, grants,
low-interest loans and other forms of assis-
tance to help farmers rebuild their business-
es. She also urged the government to intensi-
fy efforts to develop a vaccine against the dis-
ease.

The association called for soft loans at single-
digit interest rates, quality breeding stock,
feed inputs and training for affected farmers.
It also requested disease prevention and con-
trol materials, including disinfectants, pro-
tective boots and knapsack sprayers.

It urged the authorities to provide food and
other relief materials for farmers struggling
to support their families after losing their
livelihoods, as well as social welfare and
unemployment assistance for displaced farm
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Movement launches initiative to advance global food system

By Gbenga Akinfenwa
'I'O commemorate the 2026 World Food
Day, the EARTHDAY.ORG has launched

Food for Our Planet initiative; a multiyear
global campaign focused on transform-
ing the way food is produced, consumed
and valued to build a healthier, sustain-
able and equitable global food system.
The launch is coming on the heels of the
fact that global food systems are under-
mining public health and the environ-
ment. Diet-related chronic diseases have
reached epidemic proportions, while
harmful pesticides and chemicals, plastics
and microplastics, and ultra-processed
foods raise growing concerns about
human health, just as millions of people
also lack access to healthy and affordable
food.

Experts claim that addressing these chal-
lenges requires fundamental changes to
how food are produced and consume,
including reducing reliance on industrial
animal agriculture and accelerating the
shift toward healthier, more plant-based
diets.

Global Director of Food and Environment

at EARTHDAY.ORG, Jillian Semaan, said the
industry players cannot continue to ignore
the enormous toll the food system is taking
on public health and the environment.

“From the harmful chemicals and plastics in
our food to the devastating consequences of
industrial animal agriculture, the way we pro-
duce and consume food must change. Food
for Our Planet is about mobilizing people,
engaging governments and businesses, and
building partnerships to drive meaningful
change toward a healthier, more transparent
food system that puts people and the planet
first.”

According to its design, Food for Our Planet
will drive global action across three intercon-
nected priorities: Healthy People, Healthy
Soils and Healthy Futures.

Through Healthy People, EARTHDAY.ORG will
drive action torreduce harmful substances:
Reduce the use of harmful pesticides and
chemicals, plastics and microplastics in food
by 30 per cent by 2040; advance food trans-
parency: advocate for mandatory labeling of
all ultra-processed foods; accelerate plant-
based diets: build a global consumer move-
ment of 10 million people committed to eat-

ing more plant-based foods; transform
school food systems: Work with schools and
universities to expand access to plant-based
option; invest in safer alternatives: Work
with companies and governments to
mobilise at least $20b in investments in
alternatives to harmful chemicals; and edu-
cate and mobilise: Reach atleast 100 million
people with education about the health and
environmental impacts of food production
and consumption, and healthier, more sus-
tainable alternatives.

“Through Healthy Soils, EARTHDAY.ORG
will advance efforts to: restore agricultural
land: transition 100 million acres of agricul-
tural land to regenerative and other soil-
restoring practices that improve soil health,
increase carbon sequestration and restore
surrounding ecosystems; reduce chemical
dependence: support farmers in reducing
reliance on harmful pesticides, chemicals
and synthetic fertilizers; and finance the
transition: engage governments, multilat-
eral institutions, philanthropies and
investors to mobilise financial support for
healthier, more sustainable agricultural
practices worldwide.

workers.

Beyond the immediate relief, the farmers
called for the establishment of a high-
powered technical committee compris-
ing scientists, farmers and other profes-
sionals to accelerate research into vac-
cines and drugs against the disease.

They urged the government to strength-
en agricultural and veterinary research
institutions, including the National
Veterinary Research Institute in Vom,
Plateau State, and relevant university
research centres, to develop effective pre-
vention and control measures.

The association also called for increased
public investment in agricultural
research and development, arguing that
greater attention to the sector was neces-
sary to protect food security and farmers’
livelihoods.

The farmers acknowledged the efforts of
the Minister of Livestock Development, Idi
Mukhtar Maiha, in launching an African
swine fever control and biosecurity cam-
paign at the Oke-Aro Pig Farm Estate.

The campaign reportedly included the
distribution of protective equipment and
disease-control materials through the
Livestock Productivity and Resilience
Support Project.

WACOT renews strategic
partnership with Edo to

drive agric transformation
By Ghenga Akinfenwa

'ACOT Limited has extended its agree-

ment with the Edo State Government
on fertiliser production through the Edo
State Fertiliser and Chemical Company
Limited (ESFCCL), located in Auchi.

This partnership, which commenced in
2017, reaffirms both parties’ commitment
to boosting local fertiliser production, sup-
porting smallholder farmers, and advanc-
ing Nigeria’s food security.

The renewal reinforces the strategic
importance of the Auchi facility to
Nigeria’s agricultural sector, particularly
its capacity to support the specialised fer-
tiliser needs of different regions. Through
its blending capabilities, the plant serves
as a critical link between local fertiliser
production, regional agricultural require-
ments, and national food security priori-
ties.

Speaking on the significance of the facility
from an industry perspective, the
President of the Fertiliser Producers and
Suppliers Association of Nigeria (FEPSAN)
and Director, Corporate Affairs, TGI Group,
Mr. Sadiq Kassim, said the facility is of
strategic importance to Nigeria’s fertiliser
industry and national food security.

“It is the only plant in the South-South
with the capability to produce tailored,
crop-specific fertiliser blends suited to the
region’s soil requirements. The facility also
has the capability to produce specialised
chemical blends to meet the specific needs
of the North-East, where security chal-
lenges have made establishing fertilizer
production facilities particularly difficult.
These capabilities further highlight the
importance of sustaining and strengthen-
ing local fertiliser production to meet the
diverse agricultural needs of our country.”

Also commenting on the renewed part-
nership, the Managing Director of WACOT
Limited, Mr. Naveen Chaurasia, said the
renewal of agreement is a strong state-
ment of the long-term commitment to
Edo State and to Nigeria’s agricultural
transformation.

Since 2017, we have demonstrated that a
well-managed public-private partnership
can revive moribund assets and deliver
real value. WACOT and TGI Group remain
focused on food security, local production,
and empowering farmers with affordable,
high-quality fertiliser.
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Violent attacks raise fears over free electioneering in states

From the obstruction of Peter Obi’s convoy in Benue to reported attacks on opposition campaign teams in Edo and Enugu, allegations of political
intimidation are raising questions about candidates’ freedom to mobilise voters and the preparedness of security agencies for the 2027 general elections,

FELIX UROKO reports.

R residents of Yelwata, a farming
community in Guma Local Government Area
of Benue State, the visit of Peter Obi, presidential
candidate of the Nigeria Democratic Congress
(NDC), was an opportunity to draw renewed
attention to the killings, displacement and
disruption of livelihoods that have scarred their
community.

But the humanitarian visit, scheduled for
September 8, was cut short when youths
blocked Obi’s convoy along Gboko Road in
Makurdji, preventing him from proceeding to
the affected community.

Obi said he had travelled to commiserate with
families affected by the killings when his convoy
was stopped by people shouting that he should
leave. He said he chose not to force his way
through the blockade to avoid a confrontation
that could endanger lives.

The Benue State Government denied
responsibility, saying it had not been informed
of the visit. The police, however, said they had
received notification and deployed officers to
provide security. The following day, the police
announced the arrest of 46 suspects allegedly
linked to the obstruction.

Although the arrests opened the way for further
investigation, they did not, by themselves,
establish who organised the blockade or
whether any political office-holder directed it.

Yet, the incident has acquired significance
beyond Benue. Coming as political parties
intensify mobilisation ahead of the 2027 general
elections, it has raised questions about whether
opposition candidates can freely visit
communities, meet supporters and present
their programmes without obstruction or
intimidation.

The concerns have been reinforced by reports of
attacks on opposition political activities in Edo
and Enugu states, as well as allegations of
threats, damaged campaign property and
interference with party mobilisation in other
parts of the country.

Opposition parties have accused members or
supporters of the ruling All Progressives
Congress (APC) of involvement in some of the
incidents. The APC has rejected suggestions that
it pursues a policy of intimidation, insisting that
allegations against it should be supported by
verifiable evidence.

The competing claims have placed the conduct
of political parties, the response of security
agencies and the protection of citizens’
democratic rights under scrutiny as the 2027
elections approach.

From Benue to Edo and Enugu

N Edo State, the African Democratic Congress

(ADC) reported that its campaign train was
attacked in Igueben Local Government Area on
October 6.

The party’s chieftain and former governorship
aspirant, Kenneth Imasuangbon, its Edo Central
senatorial candidate, Herbert Okonofua, and
other leaders were in the convoy when
suspected attackers allegedly opened fire.

The ADC accused political loyalists of the APC of
involvement and alleged that Igueben council
chairman, Endurance Azemegbe, led the
attackers. It said one of its supporters, identified
as Jerry Oliha, sustained gunshot wounds.

Azemegbe denied the allegation, saying he was
not in Igueben when the incident occurred. His

response leaves
involvement to be established or dismissed
through investigation.

The reported attack followed controversy over a
video circulating online in which Edo APC
chairman, Jerett Tenebe, was reported to have
threatened to use an AK-47 rifle against
people who refused to vote for the
party, including President Bola
Tinubu. .
Opposition parties / = =
condemned the reported
remarks, arguing tha
electoral competition

the allegation of his _

should be determined by voters rather than
threats. The episode has also drawn attention to
the responsibility of party leaders to ensure that
political rhetoric does not encourage
intimidation or violence.

In Enugu State, the NDC governorship
candidate, Chinyeaka Ohaa, alleged that he and
his supporters were attacked on October 10
while returning from Akanu Ibiam
International Airport, where party members had
gathered to welcome him.

Ohaa said several supporters sustained injuries,
vehicles were damaged, and mobile phones
belonging to journalists and party members
were seized. He alleged that the attackers
followed his convoy to the party’s campaign
office, where another confrontation occurred.
The ADC, NDC and Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) subsequently condemned the reported
incidents and called on security agencies and the
Federal Government to protect opposition
politicians and their supporters.

The Enugu State Government denied
involvement in
the attack. The
police said ‘ ‘
officers
responded to a
distress report,
restored order,
took an injured

The ability of a candidate to travel to a
community, meet residents and explain a
programme is a basic element of electoral

September 2026 in Kaduna, Kebbi, Ekiti, Cross
River, Rivers, Edo, Osun, Kogi and Enugu states.

According to the party, the incidents included
attacks on political meetings, destruction of
party property, assaults on participants and
threats against citizens because of their
political preferences. It called on the Inspector-
General of Police to provide public updates on
investigations into the reported cases.

Abdullahi argued that citizens should be free
to support political parties of their choice and
that registered parties should be able to
organise meetings and conduct lawful
activities without intimidation.

The ADC also questioned the response of
security agencies in some of the cases it cited,
calling for greater transparency and
accountability.

The party’s claims broaden the debate from
the safety of individual candidates to the
conditions under which political competition
will take place nationally —However,
establishing whether the incidents constitute a
wider pattern requires
verification of individual
cases, including their
circumstances, available
evidence and the findings of
investigations.
Alagos-based NDC member,
Silvester Adah, also called on

EerSO_n | tg competition. When a visit is obstructed or Securit){l a}%ﬁ_ncies to
ospita an - S strengthen their presence
commenced an _a p0|ITIFa| gathering is disrupted, the before, during and after the
investigation. immediate effect extends beyond the elections. He alleged that the

As in Benue and candidate and party involved. Residents APC had plans to intimidate
Edo, the . ) voters in areas where
allegations and May lose an opportunity to question those  opposition parties enjoyed
denials have yet  geeking their votes, while supporters may  support.

to establish
responsibility
conclusively. But
t h e
circumstances ’ ’
surrounding the

Enugu incident

highlight the importance of protecting
candidates, supporters, journalists and party
offices during lawful political activities.

The incidents differ in their circumstances and
the evidence available. They should not
automatically be treated as parts of a
coordinated operation. Nevertheless, reports of
disruptions across different states have
intensified calls for impartial investigations and
stronger guarantees for political participation.
Opposition raises the alarm over reported
attacks

EYOND the individual incidents, the ADC has

raised concerns about what it describes as a
pattern of attacks on opposition members and
political gatherings.

The party’s National Publicity Secretary, Bolaji
Abdullahi, said its records covered reported
incidents between July 2025

become reluctant to participate in
subsequent activities.

The allegation reflects the
concerns of some opposition
members but requires
independent substantiation.
Its wider implication is the
need for security agencies to
demonstrate their
impartiality through their conduct and
handling of complaints from all political
parties.

As the 2027 campaign season approaches, the
central issue is whether parties can compete
under conditions that allow voters to hear
competing arguments and make independent
choices.

Political mobilisation involves rallies,
community visits, meetings with interest
groups, distribution of campaign materials
and public engagement by candidates.
Disputes over venues, routes, supporters and
local political influence can become more
pronounced as competition intensifies.

Where credible allegations of intimidation are
not investigated transparently, distrust can
deepen. Opposition parties may
... question

. the

Makinde

willingness of security agencies to protect them,
while supporters may become suspicious of rival
groups. Such perceptions can undermine
confidence in the electoral process even where
allegations have not been established.

The reported incidents have generated reactions
from political actors across party lines, many of
whom have argued that opposition candidates
must be allowed to campaign freely.

Presidential candidate of the African Action
Congress, Omoyele Sowore, condemned the
intimidation of opposition parties. The Obidient
Movement also accused the ruling APC of
involvement in the reported incidents,
describing them as evidence of what it
considered the ruling party’s desperation. The
accusation remains the movement’s position and
has not, by itself, established responsibility for the
incidents.

A stalwart of the NDC, Tanko Yunusa, said no
amount of intimidation would prevent the party
from campaigning across the country. He
condemned the incidents in Benue, Edo, Delta
and Enugu, arguing that failure to investigate
such cases could deepen distrust ahead of the
2027 elections.

The PDP governorship candidate in Cross River
State, Sir Arthur Jarvis Archibong, also alleged that
the ruling party disrupted his attempt to visit a
royal palace for political mobilisation.

The allegations from different states have
reinforced opposition calls for security agencies
to protect candidates regardless of party
affiliation. They have also increased pressure on
political parties to distance themselves from
violence and ensure that their supporters respect
the rights of opponents.

The APC, however, has rejected suggestions that
it is pursuing a policy of restricting opposition
activities.

Abimbola Tooki, spokesman for the APC National
Chairman, said allegations of political
intimidation should be supported by verifiable
evidence rather than broad accusations against
the ruling party.

The APC’s position is that political competition
must be conducted within the law and that
responsibility for individual incidents should be
established through evidence.

The party’s denial does not settle the allegations
against individuals or groups in particular cases.
Equally, accusations against APC members or
supporters should not be treated as established
facts without the findings of credible
investigations.

The challenge for the authorities is to investigate
complaints impartially, publish findings where
appropriate and prosecute those found culpable,
irrespective of their political affiliations.

Beyond party rivalry
E debate over political intimidation raises a
broader question about the quality of
democratic participation in Nigeria.

The ability of a candidate to travel to a
community, meet residents and explain a
programme is a basic element of electoral
competition. When a visit is obstructed or a
political gathering is disrupted, the immediate
effect extends beyond the candidate and party
involved. Residents may lose an opportunity to
question those seeking their votes, while
., supporters may become reluctant to

|  participate in subsequent activities.

This concern is particularly relevant in
communities affected by insecurity,
displacement and economic hardship. In
Yelwata, for instance, the intended purpose of
Obi’s visit was to draw attention to the

experiences of residents affected by
killings and displacement. The
obstruction therefore raised
questions not only about
political access but also about
the ability of affected
communities to engage
public figures seeking elective

office.
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\\ NATIONAL SPACE RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

k Z KM 17, UMARU MUSA YAR'ADUA EXPRESSWAY (AIRPORT ROAD), ABUJA, NIGERIA.

N

INVITATION TO TENDER (TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL) AND EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR
VARIOUS PROJECTS AT NASRDA HEADQUARTERS AND CENTRES UNDER THE 2026 CAPITAL/ZIP

APPROPRIATION

1.  INTRODUCTION

The National Space Research and Development Agency and its centres invites qualified, interested and credible contractors, suppliers and
service providers to tender for the following lots of goods, works and services under the 2026 capital/zip appropriation:

2. SCOPE OF GOODS/WORKS/SERVICES

21 SECTIONA:GOODS

LOT NO PROJECT DESCRIPTION

A1

SUPPLY OF SCIENTIFIC, ENGINEERING AND TECHNICAL EQUIPMENT

A2 SUPPLY OF SOFTWARE/HARDWARE, ICT EQUIPMENT AND INFRASTRUTURE, INTERNET,
LICENSES ETC.

A3 SUPPLY OF VEHICLES, TRUCKS, BUSES

Ad SUPPLY OF OFFICE EQUIPMENT AND FURNISHING

A5 SUPPLY OF MEDICAL EQUIPMENT/OUTREACH MATERIALS, DRUGS

A6 SUPPLY OF EMPOWERMENT/ENTREPRENUERSHIP MATERIALS, GRANTS/STARTUP CAPITAL,

SCHOLARSHIPS.
2.2 SECTION B: WORKS

LOT NO PROJECT DESCRIPTION

B1

SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION OF SOLAR POWER SYSTEMS/LIGHTS/RENEWABLE ENERGY SYSTEM
B2 CONSTRUCTION/RENOVATION OF BUILDINGS, FENCES
B3 CONSTRUCTION OF BOREHOLES, HANDPUMPS

23 SECTION C: SERVICES
LOT NO. PROJECT DESCRIPTION
C1 CAPACITY BUILDING/TRAINING AND CONSULTANCY SERVICES

23 SECTION D: ZONAL INTERVENTION PROJECTS

LOTNO. | PROJECT DESCRIPTION

D1 SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION OF SOLAR POWERED LIGHT IN CHANCHAGA FEDERAL
CONSTITUENCY, NIGER STATE

D2 CAPACITY BUILDING TO THE YOUTH ACROSS GWARZO/KABO FEDERAL CONSTITUENCY, KANO
STATE

D3 SUPPLY OF EMPOWERMENT MATERIALS TO CONSTITUENTS OF LAGOS ISLAND 1 FEDERAL
CONSTITUENCY, LAGOS STATE

D4 SUPPLY OF GRAINS IN AYEDAADE/IREWOLE/ISOKAN FEDERAL CONSTITUENCY, OSUN STATE

D5 EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS IN IDANRE/IFEDORE FEDERAL CONSTITUENCY
ONDO STATE

Dé SENSITIZATION OF TRADITIONAL RULERS AND CRITICAL STAKEHOLDERS ON COMMUNITY
SECURITY WITHIN AKOKO NORTH EAST/NORTH WEST FEDERAL CONSTITUENCY, ONDO
STATE

D7 PROMOTING RENEWAL ENERGY ENTREPRENURSHIP THROUGH PRACTICAL SOLAR
INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE TRAINING FOR YOUTHS IN NIGER EAST SENATORIAL
DISTRICT, NIGER STATE

D8 RENOVATION OF SELECTED CLASSROOMS IN PAKORO AND CHANCHAGA LGA'S IB NIGEREAST
SENATORIAL DISTRICT, NIGER STATE

3.  ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

Interested Contractors, Suppliers and Service Providers Are Required to Submit the Fol\awing Documents:

i. Evidence Of Certificate of Incorporation Issued by Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC) Including Form CAC 1.1 Or CAC2 and CACT.
Business Name IsAlso Acceptable for Services;

ii. Evidence Of Company's Income Tax Clearance Certificate SOr Personal Income Tax Clearance of All the Partners in Case of Business
Name) For the Last Three Years (2023, 2024, 2025) Valid Till 31" December, 2026;

iii. Evidence Of Pension Clearance Certificate Valid Til 31st December, 2026 (This Requirement Is Only Applicable to Bidders Whose

Number of Staff Is 15 And above); . . .

iv. Evidence Of Industrial Training Fund (ITF) Compliance Certificate Valid Till 31st December, 2026 (This Requirement Is Only Applicable to
Bidders Whose Number of Staff Is 5 And Above or The Bidder's Annual Turmover Is N50m And Above);

V. Evidence Of Nigeria Social Insurance Trust Fund (NSITF) Clearance Certificate Valid Till 31st December, 2026,

vi.  Evidence OfRegistration on The National Database of Federal Contractors, Consultants and Service Providers by Submission of Interim

. Registration Re%on IRR) Expiring On 31" December, 2026 or Valid Certificate Issued By BPP;

vii.  Sworn Affidavit Disclosin ether Any Officer of The Relevant Committees Of The National Space Research And DevelcpmentAgen_c;y
Or The Bureau Of Public Procurement Is A Former Or Present Director, Shareholder Or Has Any Pecuniary Interest In The Bidder And To

_ Confirm ThatAll Information Presented In Its Bid Are True And Correct InAll Particulars; ) ) ) ;

viii. ~ Comprehensive Company's Profile with The Curriculum Vitae Of Key Staff to Be Deployed for The Project, Including Copies of Their

. Academic/Professional Qualifications Such As COREN, QSRBN, ARCON, CORBON Etc.; . .

ix. Verifiable Documentary Evidence Of At Least Three (i) Similar Jobs Executed in The Last Five (5) Years Including Letters of Awards,
Valuation/Job Completion Certificates and Photographs Of The Projects;

% Works: Listof Plants/Equipment with Proof of Ownership/Lease;

Xi. Reference Letter Form a Reputable Commercial Bank In Nigeria, Indicating Willingness To Provide Credit Facility For The Execution Of

. TheProject When Needed;

xi.  Company'sAudited Accounts for The Last Three (3) Years (2023, 2024, 2025);

xiii.  For Mapping/Satellite Ima inﬁ and Related Services, Contractors/Service Providers Must Be Registered with National Space Research
and Development Agency ﬁsl SRDA), The Repository Of Satellite Images Over Nigeria As Required By The Law.

xiv.  ForMotor Vehicle Procurement, Only Comgan'res Included in The National Automotive Design and Development Council's Approved List
of Local Manufacturers of Vehicles or Their Authorized Regresentatlves Should Bid for The Procurement;

xv.  Forlt Jobs: Evidence of Registration/Accreditation with
Technology Development Agency;

xvi.  Training: Evidence of Firm's Current Registration with Cenn'eforMana%ementDevelo ment (CMD);

xvii. ~ For Joint Venture/Parinership, Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) Should Be Provided (CAC, Tax Clearance Certificate, Pension
gorrgglla;nce Certificate, ITF Compliance Certificate, NSITF Compliance Certificate, IRR & Sworn Affidavit Are Compulsary for Each JV

artner);

xviii. All Documents for Submission Must Be Transmitted with A Covering/Forwarding Letter Under the Company/Firm's Letterhead Paper
Bearing Amongst Others, The Registration Number (RC) As Issu b¥l The Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC), Contact Address,
Telephone Number (Preferably Gsm No.) And E-Mail Address. The Leiterhead Paper Must Bear the Names and Nationalities of The
Directors of The Company at The Bottom of The Page, Duly Signed by The Autherized Officer of The Firm.

4.  COLLECTION OF TENDER DOCUMENTS (GOODS AND WORKS)

Tender Documents Are Obtainable from The Office Of The Director, Procurement, National Space Research And Development Agency,
Abuja Upon The Payment Of A Non-Refundable Tender Processing Fee Of N10,000.00 (Ten Thousand Naira) Only Per Lot, To NASRDA TSA
Account. Firms Interested in Services Will Not Pay at This Stage Unfil After Shortlisting.

Note: Revenue Reference Number (RRN) Can Be Generated at The Account Section of The Agency to Enable Paymentinto The Agency's Remita
AccountinAny Reputable Commercial Bank in Nigeria.

5. SUBMISSION OF TENDER DOCUMENTS (GOODS AND WORKS . . e )
Prospective Bidders Are to Submit Bid for Each of The Lots Desired, Two (2) Hard Copies Each Of The Technical And Financial Bids With Soft
Copy Of The Financial Bid Only In Ms Excel Format, Packa_?ed Separate g In Sealed Envelopes And Clearly Marked As "Technical Bid" And
"Financial Bid". Thereafter, Put the Two Sealed Envelopes Together in A igger Sealed Envelope Addressed To The: Director-General/ CE,
National Space Research And Development Aﬂency, Pyakasa Junction, Airport Road, Lugbe, Abuja And Clearly Marked With The Name Of The
Project And The Lot Number. Furthermore, The Reverse of Each Sealed Envelope Should Bear the Name and Address of The Bidder and
ﬁmppgdf i1nBIII;|‘e Designatggz‘léender Box in The Office of The Director, Procurement, NASRDA Headquarters, Abuja Not Later Than 12:00
oon lovember, .

6. SUBMISSION OF EOIDOCUMENT (SERVICES)

Interested Firms Are to Submit Two (2) Bound Copies of The Expression of Interest (EOI) Documents Separated by Dividers and Arranged as

Indicated Above. The Documents Should Be Submitted in A Sealed Envelope and Addressed as Indicated Above, And Clearly Marked with The

Name of The Project and Lot Number. Furthermore, The Reverse of Each Sealed Envelope Should Bear the Name and Address of The Bidder and

Ernpp%gf isqd’;lhe esii%naztg%gender Box in The Office Of The Director, Procurement, NASRDA Headquarters, Abuja Not Later Than 12:00
oon ovember, .

7. OPENING OF EOIAND TECHNICAL BIDS

The EOI And the Technical Bids Will Be Opened Immediaie%After the Deadlines for Submission At 12:00 Noon On 3" November, 2026 and

12:00 Noon On 16" November 2026, Respectively In The Prof. Borroffice Ajayi Conference Hall, NASRDA Headquarters Abl.gra; While The

Financial Bids Will Be Kept Un-Opened. Please Ensure That You Sign the Bid Submission Register In The Office Of The Director, Procurement,

BGg)und Floor, Admin Building, NASRDA Headquarters Abuja, As The Agency Will Not Be Held Liable For Misplaced Or Wrongly Submitted
ids.

t
omputer Professional Registration Council of Nigeria and National Information

8. IMPORTANT INFORMATION . : ) .

i Bids MustBe in English Language and Signed by An Official Authorised By The Bidder,

ii. Bids Submitted After the Deadline for Submission Would Be Returned Un-Opened;

iii.  NoBidder Should Bid for More Than Two (2) Lots Overall; ) ) ) i N

iv.  The EOI/Bid Opening Will Be Carried Out in The Presence of Two (2) Representatives Of Private Sector Professional Bodies And Civil

Society Organization In The Areas Of Anti-Corruption/Transparency; .

v The Agency Reserves the Right to Authenticate All Claims Made by Any Contractor In Its Submission;

vi. Failure To Provide Any Information Required Shall Lead to Instant Disqualification;

vii.  Submission Of Bids and Expression of Interest Should Not Be Construed as A Commitment on The Part of The Agency,

viii. It Shall Not Entitle Any Contractor to Make Any Claims Whatsoever or Seek Any Remedy/Indemnity from The Agency by Virtue of Such

Company Having Responded to The Advertisement; ) ; S G

Goods And Works: Only Pre-Qualified Bidders at The Technical Evaluation Will Be Contacted at A Later Date for The Financial Bids

Opening, While the Financial Bids of Un-Successful Bidders Will Be Returned Un-Opened;

Services: Onlg Shortlisted Bidders at The EOI Evaluation Will Be Contacted atA Later Date for Collection of Request for Proposals;

i. Preference Shall Be Given toNigerian Companies in Line with The Presidential Executive Order 5 For the Promotion of Nigerian Contentin
Confracts Relating to Science, Technology and Engineering.

9.0 DISCLAIMER

The National Sﬁace Research and Development Agency Will Not Be Responsible for Any Cost or Expenses Incurred by Any Interested Party in
Connection with Any Response to This Invitation. The Agency Is Not Bound to Shortlist/Pre-Qualify Any Bidder and Reserves the Right to Annul
the Procurement Process at Any Time Without Incurring Any Liabilities in Accordance with Section 28 Of The Public Procurement Act (PPA.),

x.x

SIGNED:
DIRECTOR GENERALICHIEF EXECUTIVE
NATIONAL SPACE RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
KM 17, UMARU MUSA YAR'ADUA EXPRESSWAY (AIRPORT ROAD),
ABUJA, NIGERIA
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Property owners adopt strategies to eject tenants, raise rents

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

inflation does not mean prices
have fallen; rather, they are ris-
ing more slowly. For house-
holds already facing higher
rents, accumulated increases
in food, transport, electricity
and other essentials continue
to erode purchasing power.

While tenants complain about
rent increases, landlords and
developers argue that theyare
also operating in an increas-
ingly expensive housing-pro-
duction environment. The cost
of construction and mainte-
nance hasrisen sharply, driven
by inflation, materials, labour,
energy, transport, exchange-
rate pressures and high bor-
rowing costs.

Developers also face land ac-
quisition, title documentation,
planning approvals, develop-
ment charges and the cost of
providing infrastructure such
as roads, drainage, water and
electricity. These expenses even-
tually feed into house prices
and rents.

The Federal Government has
expanded interventions
through the Renewed Hope
Housing Programme, the Fed-
eral Mortgage Bank of Nigeria
and other housing-finance ini-
tiatives. One prominentinter-
vention is the MOFI Real Estate
Investment Fund, which, as of
late August, had deployed N140
billion through 21financial in-
stitutions to create 2,018 mort-
gages across 27 states.

But the scale of the interven-
tion also highlights the enor-

mity of the challenge. The Fed-
eral Government’s National
Housing Data Technical Com-
mittee put Nigeria’s housing
deficit for 2025 at 15 million
units.

Experts said the solution
must go beyond building
more houses and address the
entire housing value chain,
includingland, infrastructure,
finance, approvals and trans-
portation. They called for ser-
viced land, improved infras-
tructure, streamlined ap-
provalsand incentives for gen-
uine affordable and rental
housing.

The Cofounder of Rethinking
Cities, Mr Deji Akinpelu, told
The Guardian that many land-
lords, particularly those in the
diaspora, benchmark their re-
turns in dollars and raise naira
rents as the currency depreci-
ates.

“The deeper cause, though, is
that housing has become an
asset market detached from lo-
calincomes. Lagos’s price-toin-
comeratiois19.2 times, driven
byinfrastructure and location
premiums rather than income
growth. Public investment
ends up raising private land
values, evictions destroy the
cheapest homes, and empty
buildings are held as stores of
value,” he said.

Akinpelu said rising transport
costs had also eroded the sav-
ings from moving to cheaper
locations. “For middle earners,
moving out from a location
changes where the cost falls
rather than removing it. A

commute from Ajah to Ikeja
can take three hours each way.
The bigger danger is that rents
near BRT corridors and the
Red Line are rising fastest.
Without land-value capture
and inclusionary zoning
around stations, new transit
will push out the very people
it was built to serve,” he said.

Healso criticised Lagos State’s
land policies and charges, say-
ing the 2026 Blue Book had
raised land valuations by 300
to 525 per cent, increasing fees
tied to those valuations. He
contrasted one-bedroom units
on state land with subsidised
infrastructure, costing N8 mil-
lion to N9 million, with com-
parable PPPunits atabout N22
million.

On interventions, Akinpelu
said existing housing finance
schemes were insufficient to
address the rental crisis. “These
are ownership schemes in a
city where fewer than one in
three residents own their
homes, so they cannotaddress
rising rents,” he said.

He called for serviced public
land, waived fees for affordable
housing, faster approvalsand
greater access to pension
funds for developers. For ten-
ants, he advocated passage of
the tenancy bill and develop-
ment of a social rental sector
through inclusionary zoning,
aninclusionary housing trust
fund and Special Planning
Area status for informal com-
munities.

Read the remaining part of
this story on www.guardian.ng
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Seplat Energy Plc.

Brief Project Description:

The Display Centers are:

» www.ead.gov.ng

Duration of Display:

Time: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm Daily.

PUBLIC DISPLAY EXERCISE

PUBLIC NOTICE

FEDERAL MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT

ON THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (EIA

D M

FOR THE PROPOSED ESTERN ASSE EISMIC LA A ISITION
FOR OMLS 4. 38. & 41 IN DEL'TA STATE AND EDO STATE BY SEPLAT ENERGY PLC.

Date: 20" October - 17" November, 2026.

SIGNED
PERMANENT SECRETARY

FOR: HONOURABLE MINISTER

0 ON_PRO

In accordance with the provisions of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Act CAP E12 LFN
2004, which makes it mandatory for proponents of all new major developmental activities to carry out
EIA for their proposed projects, the Federal Ministry of Environment hereby announces twenty-one
(21) working days public display for information and comments on the draft EIA report submitted by

The proposed project entails conducting a 3D seismic data acquisition project within the concessions
OML 4, 38, & 41 located within Orhionmwon LGA of Edo State and Ndokwa West, Sapele, Okpe,
Ethiope West LGAs in Delta State. The 3D seismic acquisition will involve the deployment of
dynamite explosives (in uninhabited areas) and vibroseis (in built-up areas) that emit acoustic signals
that are simultaneously recorded by geophones laid out on the terrain. The planned 3D acquisition is
estimated to last a maximum period of up to 12 months to 3 years (comprising mobilisation, survey
preparation, data acquisition and demobilisation).

* Orhionmwon Local Government Area Headquarters, Abudu, Edo State;

* Ndokwa West Local Government Area Headquarters, Kwale, Delta State;

» Sapele Local Government Area Headquarters, Haddock Road Sapele, Delta State;

» Okpe Local Government Area Headquarters, Orerokpe, Delta State;

* Ethiope West Local Government Area Headquarters, Oghara Town, Delta State;

» Delta State Ministry of Environment, State Secretariat, Maryam Babangida Way, Asaba, Delta State;

= Edo State Ministry of Environment, State Secretariat, Benin City;

» Federal Ministry of Environment, Delta State Field Office, Asaba;

 Federal Ministry of Environment, Edo State Field Office, Benin City;

» Federal Ministry of Environment, Environmental Assessment Department, Environment House,
Independence Way South, Central Business District, Abuja - F.C.T.

ALL COMMENTS SHOULD BE FORWARDED TO THE HONOURABLE MINISTER, FEDERAL
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT HEADQUARTERS, MABUSHI, ABUJA - FCT AND VIA
info@ead.gov.ng ON OR BEFORE 24™ NOVEMBER, 2026.
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Tragedy as giant statue of Jesus crushes priest to death during service

AICHURCH service that began normally suddenly turned
nto a mourning scene in Ecuador after a giant wooden
cross bearing a sculpture of Jesus Christ, fell and crushed
the officiating Catholic priest to death.

The priest, whose name was given as Father Patricio Alfredo
Sanchez Molinari, was conducting a Mass at Our Lady of
Perpetual Help (Nuestra Sefiora del Perpetuo Socorro)
Parish, located within the Central Vicariate of the
Archdiocese of Guayaquil, when the incident occurred.

Disturbing footage circulating across social media plat-
forms shows Father Sanchez standing at the altar during
the liturgical service. Without warning, the large wall-

Several dead, injured in major
fire at Canada military base

SEVERAL people have been
killed or injured following
a fierce fire near a Canadian
military base in Alberta, the
nation's military has said.
The Canadian Armed Forces
(CAF) said the full extent of
the incident's impact was
being assessed and that
details of casualties and
injuries would not be made
public until that was com-
plete.

Canadian Forces Base,
Wainwright, where the fire
broke out at about 16:00 local
time (22:00 GMI) on
Saturday, is one of the coun-
try's busiest military training
bases.

It was reported that at least,
seven people were killed and
dozens more injured when a

gas line or gas well was hit
during a live-fire training
exercise, citing unnamed
military sources.

Defence Minister, David
McGuinty, said the CAF and
local authorities were man-
aging the fire, describing the
situation as “very active and
delicate.”

Canada's Prime Minister,
Mark Carney, said his
thoughts are with all the
brave women and men
affected.

The Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation (CBC), said
Royal Alexandra Hospital in
Edmonton had declared a
code orange, a disaster
response  protocol for
responding to a high-casual-
ty incident.

France wakes up to aftermath of violent protests

ITIES across France woke

up yesterday toa devastat-
ed streets, smashed store-
fronts and burnt buildings as
the aftermath of violent
demonstrations against the
rising cost of living that
swept the country.

More than half-a-million
people joined Saturday’s
nationwide protests as sever-
alcities including Paris,
Marseille, Bordeaux, Limoges
and Nice,witnessed clashes
between protesters and
police, which resulted in
mass looting of valuable
properties and setting ablaze,
others.

French Prime Minister,
Sébastien Lecornu, con-

demned the extreme intensi-
ty of the violence, stressing
that 1,200 people had been
arrested and 150 police offi-
cers hurt.

A17-year-old boy has his right

hand blown off by a crowd-
control grenade in the south-
ern city of Saint-Etienne.
The widespread unrest fol-
lowed weeks of students
protests and came just six
months ahead of Presidential
elections.

Theviolence has drawn glob-
al headlines. Without evi-
dence, in a post on social
media, United States Vice
President, JD Vance, blamed
immigration and problems
of assimilation for the unrest.

Saudi Arabia executes two Bangladeshis
over sexual act inside Mecca mosque

'AUDI Arabia has executed
two Bangladeshi nationals
convicted of committing an
act of indecency inside a
mosque in the holy city of

Makkah.

According to a report by
Khaleej Times, the kingdom’s
Ministry of Interior disclosed
this in a statement, identify-
ing the executed individuals
as Nazrul Islam Abdul Basir
and Siti Akhtar.

The Ministry said that securi-
ty authorities apprehended
them following the incident,
after which investigations
were conducted and charges
filed before the competent
court.

The court subsequently

found them guilty and sen-
tenced them to death, citing
the seriousness of the offence
and the violation of the sancti-
ty of the time and place where
itoccurred.

The ministry said the death
sentences were imposed
under ta'zir, a form of discre-
tionary punishment under
Islamic law, following the
court’s determination that
the accused had committed
the offence.

It added that the judgment
became final after the compe-
tent authority upheld it. At
the same time, a royal order
was subsequently issued for
the executions to be carried
outinaccordance with Sharia.

mounted crucifix tilted forward and collapsed directly on

the priest.

Parishioners and church staff at the scene immediately
rushed to assist the clergy as he collapsed to the floor.
Emergency medical personnel were also summoned to the
parish, but Father Sanchez succumbed to the severe head
injuries sustained from the impact.

The Archdiocese of Guayaquil released an official state-
ment confirming the death of Father Sanchez on Saturday,
October 17, expressing deep grief over the sudden loss and
offering prayers for his parish community and family.

Local authorities and church officials are investigating the
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structural fixings that anchored the heavy crucifix to the
church wall. Early reports indicated there is currently no
evidence of foul play or deliberate tampering, though
investigators are examining whether structural wear, aging
mountings or improper installation contributed to the col-

lapse.

But many people have been wondering how a firmly
secured cross against the wall could fall precisely at the very

spot the priest was standing.

The incidentwas a horrifying moment, not only for
Catholic faithfuls but Christians round the world, who may
have never heard of a crucifix falling off from its position.
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Smoke rises above the city foIIowmg Ukrainian air attack on the oil termlnal in St Petersburg on October

Ukrainian drone attack on Russia’s St Petershurg kills one, hits energy sites

MASSIVE Ukrainian
rone attack on St
Petersburg in Russia has left
at least, one dead and five
others injured, the city’s gov-
ernor, Alexandre Beglov said
yesterday.

Beglov said firefighters
were battling blazes at the St
Petersburg oil terminal, the
Ruchi oil depot and industri-
al warehouses in the
Kolpino district south of the
city.

The governor said several
residential buildings were
also hit while the attack dis-
rupted flights at St
Petersburg’s main airport,
one of the country’s busiest,
for safety reasons.

Russian e-commerce com-
pany, Ozon, said there was a
fire at its logistics hub in St

company, VK, said that
although its data centre in
the Leningrad region had
been attacked by drones,
normal services are available
to users.The governor of the
Leningrad region surround-
ing St Petersburg, Alexander
Drozdenko, said 145 drones
had been shot down and
about 20,000 people were
without electricity following
the drone raid.

Russia’s state-run news
agency, TASS said the attack
was the largest on the region
in the last four years.

Moscow’s defence ministry
said 1,015 Ukrainian drones
were neutralised overnight.
In Ukraine, Russian forces
struck residential buildings
overnight, killing two peo-
ple and injuring 12, includ-

President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy in a post on X (for-
merly Twitter) yesterday.

His words: “This morning,
there was a strike on an agri-
cultural enterprise in
Volyn.All necessary services
are working at the site.In
total, over this past week, the
Russians have attacked
Ukraine with almost 2,700
attack drones, 1,700 aerial
bombs and 66 missiles,
most of them ballistic.”

The attacks came after
Zelenskyy said that Kyiv
would resume hitting
Russian refineries, insisting
he was standing up for his
war-torn country as support
from the United States
declined.

Zelenskyy told the British
newspaper, the Financial

was done with an energy
ceasefire unilaterally
declared by United States
President Donald Trump and
would resume strikes on
Russia in retaliation for a
wave of attacks.

Trump had announced an
immediate energy ceasefire
between Russia and Ukraine
last week, but Zelenskyy said
Moscow continued to violate
the deal.

“Since the American
President announced the
energy ceasefire a week ago,
Russia has deliberately
attacked Ukraine’s energy
and oil and gas sectors 76
times. Last night alone, there
were strikes on substations
in the Vinnytsia, Zhytomyr,
Khmelnytskyi and Odesa
regions”, he wrote in his X

Petersburgwhilean internet

ing two children,

said

Times this week that Kyiv

(formerly Twitter) yesterday.

Cameroon’s opposition MRC elects first female President, Noah

'AMEROON’S main opposition -

Cameroon Renaissance Movement
(MRC),has elected a new party
President, Tiriane Balbine Noah. She
replaces Maurice Kamto and becomes
the first woman to lead the party.

The MRC held its extraordinary elec-
tive congress at the weekend despite
intense pressure put on authorities to
ban the meeting.

Supporters gathered at the party
headquarters in Yaoundé to elect their
new leader and denounce the restric-
tions they faced.

“In Cameroon, things are done in
such a way that everything becomes
extraordinary. The MRC, a party that
has been persecuted since its incep-
tion, is unfortunately not allowed to
exercise its rights. So, today, we can

only be pleased that this congress is
taking place under good conditions
and that we have been granted the
authorization”, the National Secretary
in Charge of Party Reform, Joseph
Emmanuel Ateba,told Africanews.
About 1,200 party delegates were ton
ground to choose Kamto’s successor
after leading the party for 14 years
before resigning last month.

Second Vice-President, Noah has
served as interim President until last
Saturday, when she ran for the post of
the President unopposed after her
only challenger withdrew.

“Kamto has trained people, great
guardians like Noah, who served as
Vice-President of MRC. Today, we are
proud to make her our President”, an
MRC delegate KuesbiMefo Thierrysaid.

Noah was elected with over 96 per cent
of the votes. The result secures her a
renewable five-year term and makes
her the party’s first female president.

“All the activists who have paid with
their lives, their freedom, their safety
and their commitment deserve recog-
nition. Our conduct throughout this
congress will be the finest political trib-
ute we can pay to our former national
president, a genuine democrat, a
humanist and a man of peace”, Noah
said in a speech to the convention.

Kamto and his deputy stepped down
in a bid to save the MRC amid suspi-
cions that the government was
attempting to dismantle the party.

As Noah begins her term, MRC is set-
ting its sights on the 2027 local elec-
tions.
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By lieoma Nwanosike
AS the rising cost of dialysis
places increasing pres-
sure on families of patients
with kidney failure, health-
care company Osiris Health
has provided free haemodial-
ysis sessions to patients in
Lagos, Ibadan and Akure.

The sessions, held to com-
memorate World Heart Day,
took place at the company’s
dialysis centres at R-Jolad
Hospital, Gbagada, Lagos; Lad
Hospital, Orita Challenge,
Ibadan; and First Mercy Spe-
cialist Hospital, Gbogi, Akure.

Osiris Health said a single
dialysis session costs be-
tween N50,000 and N80,000
in many private facilities,
while most patients require
two to three sessions weekly.

The company said the fre-
quency of treatment could
push the cost to about N1 mil-
lion monthly, with many pa-
tients having little or no
insurance coverage to offset
the expense.

It said the financial burden
was particularly severe be-
cause kidney failure often re-
quires lifelong dialysis,
making sustained access to
treatment difficult for pa-
tients and their families.

Osiris Health estimated that
25 million Nigerians live with
chronic kidney disease, not-
ing that high blood pressure
and diabetes, which are
major drivers of heart dis-
ease, are also leading causes
of chronic kidney disease in
the country.

The company said heart dis-
ease remains the most com-
mon cause of death among
people on dialysis, highlight-
ing the close link between
cardiovascular and kidney
health.

Speaking on the initiative,
Chief Executive Officer of
Osiris ~ Health, Ayoola
Oladipupo, said the com-
pany was seeking to make
dialysis more affordable in
the cities where it operates
while using its activities to
create social impact.

Oladipupo said the com-
pany offered some of the low-
estdialysis prices in the cities
where it operates and was
cheaper than many govern-
ment hospitals.

Although Osiris Health is a
for-profit organisation, he
said it was driven by purpose
and impact, adding that
World Heart Day provided an
opportunity to raise aware-
ness about kidney disease
while offering relief to af
fected families.

He said the company also
conducts free blood pressure
and blood sugar screenings
in churches, mosques and
markets around its dialysis
centres as part of its preven-
tive health initiatives.

Osiris Health currently has
five hospital partners across
Lagos, Ibadan, Akure, Warri
and Ilorin and plans to estab-
lish 20 dialysis centres.

From Nkechi Onyedika-Ugoeze, Abuja

LEADING African cleft-care experts have called on govern-
ments to build sustainable health systems capable of pro-
viding comprehensive care for children with cleft lip and

palate throughout their lives.

They said cleft care must move beyond isolated surgical in-
terventions to a comprehensive model involving surgery,
anaesthesia, nursing, nutrition, speech and language therapy,
dentistry, orthodontics, psychosocial support and long-term

follow-up.

The experts spoke at the 6th Biennial Congress of the Pan-
African Association for Cleft Lip and Palate (PAACLIP), organ-
ised by the Nigerian Association for Cleft Lip and Palate

(NACLP) in Abuja.

President of PAACLIP, Prof. Adeola Olusanya, said the ultimate
objective of expanding access to cleft surgery should be to es-
tablish health systems capable of overcoming infrastructure,
workforce and geographical challenges and delivering qual-

ity care to future generations.

She said the complexity of cleft conditions required multi-
disciplinary and interdisciplinary care, stressing that “our ul-

timate goal must be longevity.”

Olusanya said the congress also marked a new phase in
which African national cleft associations would host PAA-
CLIP conferences, strengthening locally led solutions and
giving the continent a stronger voice in global cleft-care

advocacy.

President of NACLP, Dr Seidu Bello, urged the Federal Gov-
ernment to establish at least one community dental clinic
in each of the country’s 774 local councils.

He said cleft lip and palate and other major oral diseases
should be covered under the National Health Insurance Au-
thority (NHIA) framework to reduce financial barriers to treat-

ment.

Bello said the proposed clinics could be staffed by dental aux-
iliaries, including dental surgery assistants and dental thera-
pists, to provide oral-health education, preventive services,

scaling and polishing, early detection and referral of cases

requiring specialist care.

“This would be a practical way of bringing oral health
to the doorsteps of ordinary Nigerians,” he said.
He also called for a review of the structure of
oral healthcare within the Federal Ministry
of Health, including strengthening the
Dentistry Division as an Oral Health Di-
vision to provide broader coordination

‘Self-medication, over-the-counter

of cleft conditions, dental diseases, noma and other oral-

health challenges.

Bello acknowledged the contribution of Smile Train and
other partners to expanding cleft care and developing local

capacity in Nigeria.

Meanwhile, the Federal Government has pledged to integrate
cleft care into Nigeria’s mainstream health system, saying
thousands of children born with the condition still face bar-
riers to surgery, speech therapy, orthodontic care, nutrition

and psychosocial support.

Minister of State for Health, Dr Adekunle Salako, said cleft
surgery should no longer be treated as an act of charity but as
aroutine component of the national health system.

“Behind every number is a child,” Salako said, stressing the
need to ensure affected children can eat, speak, attend school
and live with dignity and confidence.

He said programmes supported by Smile Train in Nigeria had
contributed to 45,786 cleft surgeries, 1,853 speech therapy in-
terventions, 2,433 orthodontic treatments and 2,033 nutrition

Dr Olusanya

interventions since the first free cleft surgery
under the programme was performed at
Ahmadu Bello University Teaching Hos-
pital, Zaria, in 2002.
Salako said the next phase should
focus on integrating cleft services
into existing government health
structures rather than creating par-
allel systems.

He said the Federal Ministry of
Health would work with professional
associations, health insurance insti-

tutions and development
partners to establish a de-
fined package of com-
prehensive cleft care
forvulnerable chil-
dren, particularly
those under five.
The package,
he said, should
cover surgery,
speech ther-
apy, orthodon-
tics, nutrition
and follow-up
services.

drugs alter early detection of ailments’

By Victoria Nwachukwu

THE Association of Medical
Officers of Health in Lagos
has warned that reliance on
self-medication and over-
the-counter drugs could
delay early detection and ap-
propriate treatment of
health conditions.

Chairman of the associa-
tion, Dr Adeleke Awolesi,
urged Nigerians to make pri-
mary healthcare centres
(PHCs) their first point of
contact for health concerns
rather than relying on phar-
macies, patent medicine
vendors or self-medication.
He spoke during the second
edition of Wellness Diary
Live, a health webinar organ-
ised by Brand Multimedia
Communication Network,
themed “Primary Health
Care and Everyday Wellness:
Why Community Health
Matters.”

Awolesi, who is a Medical
Officer of Health in Lagos
State, said PHCs were de-
signed to provide accessible
and affordable essential
health services, including
prevention, health educa-
tion, early detection, immu-

nisation, maternal and child
healthcare, treatment of
minor ailments and referral
of cases requiring higher-
level care.

He said bypassing PHCs for
over-the-counter medication
could undermine early de-
tection and appropriate
treatment.

Awolesi also identified de-
clining immunisation cover-
age and vaccine hesitancy in
Lagos as concerns requiring
stronger community en-

gagement. He urged parents
to ensure their children re-
ceived vaccines according to
the recommended schedule
and to seek reliable medical
information when con-
fronted with vaccine-related
misconceptions.

He called for greater com-
munity ownership of pri-
mary healthcare, saying
traditional and community
leaders, religious organisa-
tions, civil society groups
and other community-based

institutions should support
preventive healthcare and
encourage residents to use
available PHC services.

He also urged traditional
birth attendants to promptly
refer pregnant women re-
quiring skilled medical at-
tention, particularly where
complications could develop.

Awolesi called for greater
government investment in
PHC infrastructure and serv-
ices, stressing that strength-
ening primary healthcare
was critical to improving ac-
cess and health outcomes.

Earlier, the Convener of Well-
ness Diary Live, Aderayo
Olaiya, said primary health-
care should form part of
everyday wellness rather
than being discussed only
during outbreaks or major
health crises.

Olaiya said preventive care,
immunisation, early detec-
tion and appropriate treat-
ment should be part of
routine healthcare, adding
that stronger communica-
tion between health profes-
sionals and the public was
needed to bridge informa-
tion gaps.

have received training on
asthma, chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease (COPD)
and general lung health as
part of activities marking
World Lung Day.

The programme, held at An-
thony Secondary School, An-
thony, Lagos, was organised
by Equitable Respiratory
Health in Africa (EQUI-RESP.
AFRICA), in partnership with
the Centre for 21st Century Is-
sues and Education DistrictII,
Lagos State.

The organisers said early ed-
ucation could help students
recognise respiratory condi-
tions, reduce stigma, support
peers living with asthma and
make informed choices to
protect their lungs.

Speaking at the event, Execu-
tive Director, Centre for 21st
Century Issues, Titilope
AKkose, said the initiative was
designed to improve aware-
ness of respiratory diseases
among young people and
other stakeholders.

Akose said the programme
had also been extended to
nurses, while plans were un-
derway to train media practi-
tioners and other
stakeholders on respiratory
health.

She said a key lesson for the
students was how to respond
when someone suffers an
asthma attack, including pro-
viding basic first aid before
professional medical assis-
tance arrives.

According to her, teachers
also needed such knowledge
because theywere usually the
adults closest to students dur-
ing school hours.

“The take-home for the stu-
dents is for them to know
what todowhen they see any-
one under asthma attack,
such as the firstaid they need
togive to the victim,” she said.

Akose said the organisers
planned to extend the pro-
gramme to other education
districts in Lagos State, sub-
ject to funding.

She also called for greater
awareness of the Child Rights
Law of Lagos State, saying
children, parents and teach-
ers needed to understand
children’s rights and avail-
able channels for seeking pro-
tection.

Co-Principal Investigator,
EQUI-RESP. AFRICA project,
Prof. Obianuju Ozoh, said the
projectwas funded by the Na-
tional Institute for Health and
Care Research (NIHR), United
Kingdom, through the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh and the
University of Lagos.

Ozoh, of the College of Med-
icine, University of Lagos, said
community engagementand

stakeholder involvement
were key components of the
project.

She said the students were
taughtabout the functions of
the lungs, factors that could
damage them and measures
to maintain good respiratory
health.
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Ensuring electr1c1ty access translates into rural prosperity

Nigeria’s expanding network of
renewable energy projects is beigi
ning to connect electricity supply with
agricultural processing, transporta-
tion and small businesses. But the real
measure of success will be whether
communities can afford the power,
sustain the businesses it enables and
generate enough income to keep the
systems running.

KINGSLEY JEREMIAH reports.

GERIA’S electricity crisis is not simply a

problem of insufficient generation. It is also

a problem of unreliable supply, ageing infras-

tructure, transmission constraints and finan-

cial weaknesses that prevent available electrici-
ty from consistently reaching consumers.

The country has more than 13,000 megawatts
(MW) of installed generation capacity, but actu-
al output has frequently remained far below
thatlevel. Gas supply constraints, infrastructure
failures, and transmission bottlenecks have
widened the gap between installed capacity and
electricity delivered to consumers. Distribution
losses, inadequate metering and weak revenue
collection further complicate the sector’s ability
to provide reliable and financially sustainable
electricity.

For rural businesses and agro-processors, these
weaknesses translate into higher operating
costs, lost production time and limited oppor-
tunities to expand. Farmers may have sufficient
produce to support local processing industries,
but unreliable electricity can make the cost of
operating machinery commercially pro-
hibitive.

Itis against this background that decentralised
renewable energy is gaining importance in
Nigeria’s electricity-access strategy. Rather than
relying exclusively on improvements to the
national grid, the Federal Government is
expanding mini-grids and other distributed
energy systems to serve communities where
conventional electricity supply remains inade-
quate.

The Rural Electrification Agency (REA), the
Federal Government’s implementing agency
under the Federal Ministry of Power, is mandat-
ed to electrify unserved and underserved com-
munities to catalyse economic growth and
improve quality of life. The agency’s establish-
ment is provided for under Section 127 of the
Electricity Act 2023, while Sections 128 and 129
outline its objectives and functions, including
promoting affordable, sustainable and reliable
electricity access.

The agency’s challenge is to demonstrate that
expanding electricity access can do more than
increase the number of connections. Its recently
commissioned 1MW solar mini-grid, equipped
with 2.4 megawatt-hours (MWh) of battery stor-
age in Tallasse, Balanga Local Government Area
of Gombe State, offers an opportunity to exam-
ine the economic proposition.

According to reports on the commissioning
and the REA’s project information, the interven-
tion includes electric tricycles, a groundnut oil
processing plant, a modular electric rice mill
and electric flour-grinding machines. The
design links electricity supply to agricultural
processing, transportation and small-scale
enterprise.

However, the economic significance of these
investments will depend on what happens after
commissioning, Installed equipment does not
automatically translate into higher incomes,
new jobs or improved agricultural productivity.
Those outcomes depend on affordability, utilisa-
tion, market demand and the ability to main-
tain the infrastructure.

From electricity access to productivity
E Federal Government’s approach, as out-
lined in the REA’s account of the Balanga pro-
ject, is to position electricity as an economic
resource rather than an end.

Minister of Power, Joseph Olasunkanmi Tegbe,
described the intervention as an expression of
President Bola Ahmed Tinubu’s approach to
infrastructure investment, arguing that power
supply should support livelihoods, enterprise
and local economic activity.

=

Managing Director/CEQ, Rural EIecmﬁcanon Agency (REA) Abba Aliyu (left); His Royal Highness, Sale Muhammadu

Umar, Mai Kaltungo; Minister of Power, Joseph Teghe;Gombe State Governor, Muhammad Inuwa Yahaya and the Project
Developer/Managing Director of Mids Dynamics Limited, Khalid Mohammed, at the commissioning of a IMW mini-grid and
groundbreaking for a 16 MW interconnected mini-grid in Gombe State at the weekend.

“President Bola Ahmed Tinubu has been very
clear that infrastructure must ultimately
improve the lives and livelihoods of Nigerians.
What we are commissioning in Balanga reflects
that philosophy;” Tegbe said.

He added that the objective extended beyond
generating one megawatt of electricity to creat-
ing an energy platform for farmers, businesses
and transportation operators.

The economic logic is straightforward. A
farmer who sells raw groundnuts may capture
only part of the value generated along the agri-
cultural supply chain. Local processing could
create opportunities to produce groundnut oil
and retain more value within the community.
Similarly, a rice mill could allow farmers and
traders to process paddy closer to production
centres, potentially reducing transportation
costs and improving access to processed prod-
ucts.

Electric grinding machines could support
small businesses serving households and food
vendors, while electric tricycles could improve
movement between farms, processing facilities
and markets.

Tegbe specifically highlighted these productive
uses, arguing that electricity should be assessed
by its contribution to markets, jobs and prosper-
ity rather than by
megawatts alone.

Yet the economicben-
efits remain condi-
tional. A processing
plant cannot improve
farmers’ earnings if it
operates below capac-
ity, charges unafford-
able fees or lacks suffi-
cient raw materials. A
rice mill will not nec-
essarily be competi-
tive if existing proces-
sors offer lower prices or better services.

The REA must therefore establish whether the
equipment is being used regularly, how much
produceis processed and whether participating
farmers and business operators earn more than
they did before the intervention.

Battery storage and the cost of reliability

E inclusion of 2.4MWh of battery storage
addresses another major constraint on the
economic value of electricity: reliability.

For businesses, interruptions can delay produc-
tion, increase operating costs and undermine
delivery schedules. Battery storage can help bal-
ance renewable generation with demand and
provide electricity when solar output falls,
although its actual contribution depends on
system configuration, demand patterns and
operating arrangements.

The distinction between generation capacity
and storage capacity is important. The mini-
grid’s IMW rating represents power output,
while 2.4MWh measures the amount of energy
the battery can store. The storage capacity alone
does not establish how many hours the com-
munity will receive uninterrupted electricity.
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For us in Gombe State, this project is
significant because it connects energy
directly to the economic strengths of
our people. Balanga is an agricultural
community,” Yahaya said.
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According to REA’s Managing Director and
Chief Executive Officer Abba Abubakar Aliyu,
the agency is increasingly incorporating stor-
age, monitoring technology, productive-use
equipment and sustainable operating models
into its interventions.

“Access without reliability limits economic
impact,” Aliyu said, adding that the agency was
seeking to build electricity ecosystems rather
than simply install power plants.

His position reflects an important policy con-
sideration: the commercial value of electricity
depends not only on whether it is available, but
also on whetheritis dependable and affordable.

If tariffs are too high, small businesses may be
unable to operate profitably. If tariffs fail to
cover operating and maintenance costs, mini-
grid operators may struggle to sustain supply
over time. Batteries degrade, equipment
requires servicing and distribution networks
need maintenance.

The REA will therefore need to demonstrate
that the Balanga system can deliver reliable elec-
tricity while remaining financially sustainable
for both operators and consumers, especially
through initiatives like Renewable Energy
Service Company.

Anational programme, but different stages of
delivery
E Balanga com-
missioning forms
part of a wider
pipeline of distributed
renewable  energy
investments across
Nigeria. According to
the REA’s project infor-
mation supplied for
this report, recent
interventions  span
Lagos, Adamawa,
Kebbi, Rivers, Plateau,
Yobe, the Federal Capital Territory, Kwara and
Oyo states.

In June, the agency commissioned a 505-kilo-
watt-peak (kWp)interconnected solar mini-grid
in Epe, Lagos State, intended to serve five com-
munities and their productive users.

In July, the Federal Government broke ground
on 39 mini-grids in Adamawa State, with a
reported combined capacity of nearly 27MW.
The projects included the 10MW Kofare, 2.6MW
Saminaka and 890kW Mbamba interconnected
mini-grids. The agency also reported a 3.5MW
intervention in Kebbi State.

The programme subsequently included
approximately 1.9MWp of renewable energy
infrastructure in Rivers State and the ground-
breaking of a 1.5MW interconnected mini-grid
in Pankshin, Plateau State.

In August, the REA reported the groundbreak-
ing of approximately 13.92MWp of intercon-
nected hybrid solar projects across major resi-
dential and commercial load centres in Yobe
State.

In September, the Federal Government commis-
sioned a solar-hybrid power plant at Yakubu

Gowon University in Abu1a and the 581kWp Oke-
Oyi interconnected mini-grid in Kwara State.
The project information supplied by the agency
puts the university plant’s capacity at 3SMW.

In October, the REA reported the groundbreak-
ing of a 17.7MW interconnected mini-grid pro-
ject in Ibadan, Oyo State, designed to improve
electricity supply to five communities and sup-
port additional commercial and industrial
activity.

These developments indicate an expanding dis-
tributed-energy programme, but their stages of
delivery must be distinguished. Projects under
construction are not equivalent to completed
facilities, while commissioning alone does not
establish sustained performance or economic
impact.

The capacities also cover different technologies
and customer categories, making direct com-
parisons difficult without consistent data on
customers served, electricity delivered, project
costs and utilisation.
Gombe’s partnership and sustainability chal-
lenge

OMBE State Governor Muhammadu Inuwa

ahaya described the Balanga project as an

outcome of cooperation between the state gov-
ernment and the Federal Government through
the REA.

“For us in Gombe State, this project is signifi-
cant because it connects energy directly to the
economic strengths of our people. Balanga is an
agricultural community,” Yahaya said.

He argued that combining electricity with rice
milling, groundnut processing, flour produc-
tion and electric mobility could strengthen the
local economy rather than merely provide light-
ing.

The governor also pointed to previous collabo-
ration between the state government and the
REA, including the 1MW solar mini-grid at
Talasse in Balanga, renewable energy interven-
tions in Filiya and Shongom, and the hybrid
renewable-energy project around Balanga Dam.

These initiatives indicate that the state’s
approach extends beyond a single project.
Nevertheless, the scale of the economic benefits
will depend on how well electricity infrastruc-
ture is integrated with local business needs.

The availability of power does not automatical-
ly resolve constraints such as limited working
capital, insufficient storage, weak market access
or inadequate transport links. Agricultural pro-
cessors need dependable supplies of raw mate-
rials and buyers for finished products.
Entrepreneurs may also require financing, tech-
nical training and access to spare parts.

These complementary needs matter because
public investment in electricity and machinery
can create opportunities, but it cannot substi-
tute for viable business operations.

Aliyu’s emphasis on measuring what happens
after electricity arrives is therefore an important
starting point. The next step is to translate that
principle into a transparent system for tracking
outcomes.

For Balanga, useful indicators would include
electricity supplied, customer numbers, outage
frequency, productive equipment utilisation,
processing volumes, operating costs, tariff lev-
els, jobs created and changes in business rev-
enue. Establishing a baseline and publishing
periodic results would help determine whether
the project is generating benefits that can be
sustained and replicated elsewhere.

The real measure of success
’IHE Federal Government’s distributed renew-
able energy strategy, including the
Distributed Access through Renewable Energy
Scale-up (DARES) programme and complemen-
tary REA interventions, seeks to expand electric-
ity access while encouraging investment in the
distributed-energy market.

Mini-grids can play an important role where
the national grid is inadequate, but they cannot
independently resolve Nigeria’s wider genera-
tion, transmission, distribution and financial
challenges. Their greatest value will come from
complementing improvements to the national
power system while providing reliable electrici-
ty to underserved communities.

Read the remaining story
on www.guardian.ng
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42 Bauchi minority
ethnic groups
demand fair deal

From Rauf Oyewole, Bauchi
NO fewer than 42 minority
ethnic groups in Bauchi
State, under the aegis of the
Conference of Autochtho-
nous Ethnic Nationalities
Community Development
Association (CONAECDA),
have demanded political rel-
evance and a fair deal in the
state’s governance.
Speaking during a mobili-
sation for political develop-
ment and unity in Toro Local
Council Area, the council’s
branch said the 42 ethnic na-
tionalities account for over
60 per cent of the population
of the area but have faced
long-standing marginalisa-
tion.

The State Chairman, Samuel
Haruna, urged the leaders of
different tribes in Toro to be
wary of exploitation ahead of
the 2027 general elections,
calling for stronger unity
among minority groups to
avoid further marginalisa-
tion in education, politics
and territorial development.

He further urged them to re-
sist inducement with petty
commodities for votes, stat-
ing that the minority groups
in the state have long been
sidelined from major politi-
cal positions.

APC chieftain dumps
party as el-Rufai’'s
ex-ally quits ADC

in Kaduna

From Bala Yahaya, Minna

CHIEFTAIN of the All Pro-
Agressives Congress (APC)
and former Commissioner
for Information, Culture and
Tourism in Niger State, Mr
Jonathan Vatsa, has dumped
the party.

Vatsa was appointed Spe-
cial Adviser on Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) by Gover-
nor Umaru Bago in 2023,
and later Special Adviser on
Media and Communication,
before he was dropped in
December 2025.

In another development, a
former chieftain of the
African Democratic Con-
gress (ADC), Muhammad
Sa'idu, has declared the
party dead in Kaduna State
after his reported defection
with over 200,000 card-car-
rying members to the All
Progressives Congress (APC).

Aformer political ally of for-
mer Governor Nasir el-Rufai
and Commissioner of Fi-
nance in the lastadministra-
tion, Sai’du spoke at a
ceremony organised in Zaria
over the weekend to receive
ADC defectors.

However, in a letter of res-
ignation addressed to the
APC Chairman of GuluAn-
guwa-Gulu Vatsa ward in La-
pai Local Council Area, Vatsa
said he had quit the party on
personal grounds after con-
sulting with his family,
friends and political associ-
ates.

Atiku demands police officers’ pay review, status of Police Exit Bill

ORMER Vice President

Atiku Abubakar has ac-
cused President Bola Tinubu
of abandoning retired police
officers to hunger, illness and
humiliation while serving of-
ficers draw down their pen-
sion savings to feed their
families.

The African Democratic Con-
gress (ADC) presidential can-
didate  demanded an
immediate answer on the Po-
lice Exit Bill and an urgent
salary review for serving offi-
cers, following the pay in-
crease approved for
members of the Armed
Forces.

In a statement by the Direc-
tor of Strategic Communica-
tion of the ADC Presidential
Campaign Council, Phrank-
Shaibu, Atiku recalled how re-
tired police officers stood at
the gates of the National As-
sembly with their wives and
children, saying, “Some of
those children carried plac-
ards pleading for a law that
could help their parents sur-
vive.”

According to him, “menand
women who answered Nige-
ria’s call for decades are now
waiting outside its legislature
for Nigeria to answer theirs.
Bola Tinubu should be
ashamed that it has come to

this.”

Disclosing that a retired as-
sistant superintendent of po-
lice reported a monthly
pension of N29,000, Atiku
queried what one could buy
with N29,000, even as over
120 members of his associa-
tion of retired officers have
died in the last three years.

Consequently, he urged the
president to “sitwith these of-
ficers, look them in the eye,

tell them how you expect
them to live.”

Citing the harrowing living
conditions of many others in
similar situations, Atiku said
no former officer should be
discovered in distress before
Nigeria remembers what it
owes her.

According to him, “Tinubu
made life expensive,and even
the officers he sends to con-
frontarmed criminals are be-
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ing pushed into poverty.

“We ask them to risk their
lives for Nigeria while they
wonder how to feed their
families and whether their
country will stand by them
when their service ends. That
isadisgrace.

He noted that the Police Exit
Bill was sent to the president
in March, with Section 58 of
the Constitution stipulating
30 days to signify or withhold
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Wife of The African Church Primate, Dorcas Abbe(left); Primate Julius Osayande Abbe; founder of Southwest-
ern University, Babatunde Odufuwa; and his wife, lhidun Odufuwa, during Abbe’s presentation of the Bible at
Odufuwa’s 70th birthday service at The African Church Cathedral, Salem, in Lagos over the weekend.

Alia chides Wike over FAAC comment as PDP demands facts

From Adamu Abuh and
Andrew Qota, Abuja

ASAINST the backdrop of
emarks by the Minister
of the Federal Capital Terri-
tory (FCT), Nyesom Wike, that
Benue State, like others, has
received huge monthly fed-
eral allocations, Governor
Hyacinth Alia has warned
that the state is not a com-
modity to be traded in pri-
vate political negotiations.

The Governor also stated
that the political future of the
state would be determined
by Benue people and not the
FCT minister who, while cam-
paigning for President Bola
Tinubu, had called on state
governors to execute physi-
cal projects that justify their
federal allocations and the
monies under their control.

However, a Federal Capital

* Court orders disclose of Benue revenue, others since 2023

Territory (FCT) High Court in
Maitama, Abuja, has ordered
Benue State Governor, Hy-
acinth Alia, to disclose the
state's financial records from
June 2023 to date, including
revenues, loans, government
contracts and other sources
of public funding.

The ruling by Justice Hamza
Mu'azu followed a suit by a
former governorship aspi-
rant of the All Progressives
Grand Alliance (APGA) and
indigene of Vandeikya Local
Council Area, Joseph Waya.

Also, the state’s chapter of
the People’s Democratic
Party (PDP) has urged Alia to
explain his government'’s si-
lence to Wike’s claim that Be-
nue now receives about N30
billion monthly from the

Federation Account Alloca-
tion Committee (FAAC).
In a statement yesterday,
the state PDP Publicity Secre-
tary, Bright Antyo, queried
why the state government
had yet to publicly respond
to Wike’s claim, demanding
that Alia either dispute the
figures or provide details of
the revenue and expendi-
ture, particularly since the re-
moval of the fuel subsidy,
had been utilised.
Responding to Wike, the
Special Assistant to the Gov-
ernor on Social Media Com-
munications, Asortar James,
stated in a post that “Benue is
not Rivers State and Gover-
nor Alia is not Fubara.”
He added: “The political cir-
cumstances of Rivers State

cannot automatically be-
come a template for Benue.
Every state has its own politi-
cal realities, interests and
democratic mandate.
“No political heavyweight,
regardless of position or con-
nections, should presume
that Benue's leadership can
be determined through pri-
vate arrangements.”
Meanwhile, Waya had ac-
cused the state government
of failing to avail him of com-
prehensive details of the
state's revenue and expendi-
ture requested under the
Freedom of Information on
September 8, 2025.
However, the court affirmed
Waya's standing to request
the information and ordered
compliance.

Federal government approves new train coaches, security measures
« Charges rail contractors on durable, sustainable projects

From Joke Falaju, Abuja

PRESIDENT Bola Tinubu
has approved additional
train coaches and security
equipment to boost railway
services and tackle banditry,
kidnapping and vandalism.
The items approved in-
clude more coaches to in-
crease passenger and freight
capacity, and surveillance
systems to secure rail infra-
structure and protect pas-
sengers, the Permanent
Secretary, Federal Ministry of
Transportation, Funso Ade-
biyi, disclosed over the week-
end.
Adebiyi, who spoke during
an inspection tour of the
Kano-Maradi railway project,

said the ministry was also
training railway workers to
operate and maintain the
new coaches upon delivery.
Stating that insecurity re-
mains a major challenge, he
noted that attacks on rail in-
frastructure disrupt opera-
tions, endanger lives and
raise maintenance costs.
Meanwhile, the federal gov-
ernment has charged the
railway project contractors
across the country to ensure
quality, durability and sus-
tainability, in line with inter-
national best practices.
The government further
tasked the contractors to
provide comprehensive local

capacity building of young
Nigerian engineers before
handing over rail and termi-
nal infrastructure projects to
the Nigerian Railway Corpo-
ration (NRC).

Adebiyi rejected the instal-
lation of short-life consum-
ables, mandating a
minimum of three-year lifes-
pan for bulbs and light fit-
tings with customised lamp
holders and mobile mo-
torised equipment, to facili-
tate easy local replacement.

He also directed contrac-
tors to provide mechanised
cleaning equipment for the
regular maintenance of ter-
minal glass structures, con-

sidering thermal expansion
and contraction, and cau-
tioned against over-reliance
on diesel generators and
costly, unsustainable energy
solutions.

To eliminate technical de-
pendence on foreign con-
tractors and promote
continuity, accountability
and career progression, Ade-
biyi directed the NRC Man-
aging Director, Dr Kayode
Opeifa, to assemble a team of
young, qualified engineers
for a month-long hands-on
training programme on fa-
cility operations, replace-
ment of consumables and
maintenance procedures.

assent, regretting that the
president has rather given
the retired officers months of
silence instead.

Among others, he urged the
National Assembly to publish
the bill’s formal status, de-
mand an explanation for the
delayand determine the con-
stitutional steps now avail-
able.

‘Gas market needs
stronger coordination

to attract investment’

By Waliat Musa

STRONGER coordination

in regulation, infrastruc-
ture, market design and fi-
nancing is imperative to build
aliquid, creditworthy and in-
vestable domestic gas market
by 2028, the co-founder and
Chief Executive Officer, Au-
drey Joe-Ezigbo, Falcon Cor-
poration Limited, has said.

Joe-Ezigbo spoke in Lagos,

where she said Nigeria had es-
tablished much of the policy
and regulatory framework
needed to develop its domes-
tic gas market.
However, she stressed that the
next phase would depend on
implementation, reliable gas
delivery, commercial disci-
pline and investor confi-
dence.

She cited the Petroleum In-
dustry Act (PIA), the evolving
fiscal regime, NNPC's Gas Mas-
ter Plan 2026, the Domestic
Base Price framework and the
planned transition to a will-
ing-buyer, willing-seller mar-
ket in September 2028 as key
building blocks.

Firm signs
development pact with

Gombe communities
By Tohi Awodipe

SHAKA Cement Limited

as signed five-year Com-

munity Development Agree-
ments (CDAs) with Funakaye
and Maiganga communities
in Funakaye and Akko local
council areas of Gombe State
on infrastructure, education,
healthcare and economic
empowerment  interven-
tions.

The agreements, which
cover 2026 to 2030, will pro-
vide a framework for the
company's  development
projects in its host commu-
nities, including agriculture,
road rehabilitation, water
supply, employment and se-
curity.

Speaking at the ceremony in
Gombe, Ashaka Cement's
Managing Director, Ibrahim
Aminu, listed the interven-
tion areas to include agricul-
tural support, youth and
women empowerment, edu-
cation sponsorship, solar-
powered boreholes, road
rehabilitation, and the con-
struction of schools and clin-
ics across the affected
communities.

He also disclosed that the
parent company, HBM Nige-
ria Plc, has commenced a ma-
jor expansion programme.
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CAF Inter-Club Competitions

Champions League: Rangers beat MC
Alger 2-0, inch close to group stage

* El-Kanemi walk tight rope in Confederation Cup

By Christian Okpara

ENUGU Rangers, yesterday, recorded an im-
pressive 2-0 victory over Algeria’s MC Alger

toraise hopes of a passage to the group stage

of the CAF Champions League. But their coun-

Expectations high as National Open Judo
Championships returns to Umuahia
From Gordi Udeaja, Umuahia

THLETES, their officials and oth-

1 stakeholders, who have been

e in training for a while are high

~ onexpectations ahead of the re-

i turn of the National Open Sen-
W “ \;}5 ior Judo Championships.

The championships is coming back after

' years of inactivity, bringing together some

of Nigeria's top judokas for a six-day com-

petition aimed at revitalising the sport

—§5
- i .:\L -"‘

late into the tie.
The second qualifying round -

game at the MKO Abiola Sports r\"‘

Complex, Abeokuta, Ogun 4

State, saw Super Eagles’

terparts, E-Kanemi Warriors had a tough day
in Ikenne, where they managed a 2-2 draw
with visiting Raja Casablanca of Morocco in

the CAF Confederation Cup.

4
defender, Kenneth - D/

Igboke, opening i
minute from the penalty

and fostering unity among stake-
holders.

Organised by the Nigeria Judo Fed-

eration (NJF)in collaboration with

Rangers knew that they needed a good result
to make the second leg easier for their fans
and they went about the job with the type of
determination always associated with the Fly-
ing Antelopes.

Despite playing with a man down for most of
the game, Rangers kept knocking on the Al-
gerians’ door until they found the opening

scores in the 8ist

spot, and James Eno found the back of the
net a few minutes later to help the Flying
Antelopes to a 2-0 win going into the sec-
ond leg.

Winners over two legs between both
teams will qualify for the lucrative
group stage of the CAF Champions
League.

e the Abia State Government, the
£\« championships will hold at the
Y~ Umuahia Township Stadium

*. from October 31 to November 5,

2026.

Lagos youths relish inspiring experience

2026 Youth Olympic Games

Kuti, 14 other African table tennis stars set to sparkle

By Daniel Akinola

NIGERIA’S youth prodigy, Mathew
Kuti and 14 other African young-
sters are on the line to show their prowess
in table tennis at the first Olympic event
ever to be staged on African soil. The 15
young table tennis talents have earned
places at the Youth Olympic Games
Dakar 2026 in Senegal.

The athletes are among the 64 players se-
lected to compete in the table tennis
event, which will be held from Oc-
tober 31 to November 5 during

the Games, scheduled for Octo-
ber 31 to November 13, 2026, in
Dakar.

The table tennis compe- H
tition will feature ath- c‘- .
letes from 41 Na- y. m’_’ﬂ‘,{
tional Olympic _ # [
Commit e
tees

(NOCs)
spanning five
continents, with
32 boys and 32 girls |
battling for honours
inwhatpromisestobea
landmark event for the
sportand the continent.
Dakar 2026 will fea-

ture three table ten-
nis medal events:
boys’ singles, girls’
singles and mixed
doubles. The
singles
compe-

/i
.
= =

Nigeria drew |-I with Cote
d’lvoire on Saturday to crash

qualifying competition in the
group stage.

e By 4 s

titions will each comprise 32 athletes,
while 23 NOCs will contest the mixed dou-
bles event. Every mixed doubles pairwill ju
consist of players who are already entered
in the singles events, creating a de-
manding schedule for many com-
petitors.

Enugu Rangers defeated MC Alger
2-0in Abeokuta yesterday to set
the stage for a decisive second leg /

..‘.i.

2 ‘NFF must address decline in youth

' Ef potball to arrest fallen standard’

< \ B ° Again, Golden Eaglets fail to qualify for U-I7 AFCON
P ° Falconets stumble in FIFA U-17 World Cup

:.:;. By Christian Okpara
: OR  the
. third con-
il secutive time,
Nigeria will
not be at the
CAFUA7boys’ Africa Cup of
Nations following the
elimination of the Gold-
en Eaglets at the WAFU
= B elimination cham-
pionship. This means
~ thatfor the third con-

u,

game. The draw came after a
1-2 loss to Niger Republic in
their opening game on
Wednesday.

Thus, the Golden Eaglets fin-
ished third in Group B, which
was not enough to take the
team to the semifinals and a
shot at qualifying for the
African U-17 AFCON.

Speaking on the latest
“calamity” to befall Nigerian
football, a former Super Ea-

in Algeria next weekend. Jg
! ; (i ’

out of the WAFU B U-I7 AFCON i

Ede i smmmss——= Cote d’Ivoire to a -1 draw in their last group

displayed for all the
clubs and other stakehold-
ers to take note off.

At the WAFU B Championship
- holdingin Burkina Faso, Nigeria
was eliminated from the race at
the group stage after holding

Jubois eyes Usyk's belts after demolishing Wardley

Olaniyan blow out Garver in two rounds

DANIEL Dubois wants a trilogy fight
with Oleksandr Usyk following his de-
structive coming-of-age victory over Fabio
Wardley at The O2 Arena on Saturday:
Dubois dominated their rematch from
the moment he floored Wardley after just
17 seconds and referee Steve Gray waved
off the contestin the second round as the
underdog continued to absorb heavy
punishment.

It was a performance that elevates
Dubois to the pinnacle of the heavy- /&
weight division and now the WBO world
champion is eager to avenge his twoloss-
es toUsykin the belief he has developed &
the tools to defeat the Ukrainian great. J o

Usykrelinquished the WBC, WBA and ki
IBF belts soon after labouring to a late ¢
stoppage over kickboxer Rico Verho-
even in May but is fighting on, with
promoter Frank Warren ready to “get

him backinto the equation”.

 “

secutive edition, glesstar,Emeka Ezeugo, said
Nigerianyoungsters  the country will continue to
will not play at the face such disastrous results
FIFAU-17World Cup, until the Federal Government
where futurestarsare  realises that patronage and

corruption is killing the
game.

He said: “Stakeholders must
come together to rescue the
game from scavengers feed-
ing fat on it instead of prof-
fering ideas for football de-
velopment.

Dubois knocked out Wdrdley in
the second of their 0-round bout
at the weekend.

at Elevate Basketball Clinic

By Eniola Daniel

OR the more than
150 young basket-
ball enthusiasts that
gathered at the
Rowe Park Sports
Complex
Yaba, Lagos, the
third edition
s Of the Elevate
Basketball Clinic,
a grassroots initiative de-
signed to develop sporting
talent while promoting edu-
cation and life skills among
children, was the beginning of
atrip to the biggetslevel of the
game.
Organised by United States-
based basketball enthusiast
and philanthropist Akin-

wande Oshodi in part-
nership with the La-
gos State Basketball
~ Association, the one-
day clinic attract-
ed boys and girls
aged between 10
and 16 from dif-
I ferent parts of La-
gos State. Partici-
pants underwent
intensive training sessions
focusing on fundamental bas-
ketball techniques, team-
work, discipline and person-
al development.

For many of the young par-
ticipants, the clinicwas a valu-
able opportunity to improve
their skills and strengthen
their ambitions of pursuing
careers in basketball.

.
-

Catholic golfers’ second Marian Classic

holds October 23

By Christian Okpara
SOME of the top golfers
from the Catholic com-
munity will gather at the
Lakowe Lakes Golf and Coun-
try Club, Lagos, on October 23
to vie for honours at the sec-
ond edition of the Marian
Classic tournamewnt, the or-
ganisers have said.
Organised by the Catholic
Golfers Association of Nigeria,
the tournament, which is
open to golfers across the
country, seeks to bring to-
gether Catholic golfers and
players from diverse back-
grounds, fostering fellowship,
unity and networking
through the game of golf.

According to the chairman
_ of the Organizing Commit-

tee, Sir Emmanuel Okene,
this year’s tournament
would, for the first time, ho-
noura departed priest, Rev. Fr.
Anthony Mario Ozele of the
Catholic Diocese of Warri,
who recently passed away.

The Marian Classic Tourna-
ment is expected to provide
an avenue for sporting ex-
cellence, social engagement
and the promotion of the
Catholic faith.

Okene said: “As we tee off for
this year’s Marian Classic
Tournament, we are coming
together as a community to
honour a shepherd we dear-
ly miss — the late Fr. Mario
Ozele. Fr. Mario showed us the
true meaning of authentic
evangelization.”
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Alabi Williams

Making a

UBA Galadima, outspoken chieftain of the

Nigeria Democratic Congress (NDC), drew
attention to the development whereby opposi-
tion candidates were being paid off to drop their
2027 electoral ambition. He alleged that the can-
didates of other parties were bought with huge
sums to step down for the candidates of the All
Progressives Congress (APC).

According to him, the APC was buying up oppo-
sition candidates at state and federal levels with
cash sums ranging from N50 million to 200 mil-
lion, together with vehicles, to forfeit their tick-
ets for 2027 elections. He spoke on October 7,
2026, on Arise Television’s Prime Time pro-
gramme. Galadima’s whistleblowing sounded
like some fiction at first, but with time, it began
to make some sense.

Just days after, the candidates of the Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP), for the House of
Representatives and Senate in the Federal
Capital Territory, FCT, stepped down for APC can-
didates at a ceremony organised by the FCT
Minister, Nyesom Wike. The candidates are;
Gomna Stephen Gashe
(Abaji/Gwagwalada/Kwali/Kuje), Ahmed Dogara
Jacob (Municipal/Bwari), and Angulu Bako
(Senate).

Speaking at his Rainbow Coalition meeting,
Wike, the sole administrator of PDP, boasted that
he was willing to concede the FCT National
Assembly seats to APC because President Bola
Tinubu resides in the territory. Wike called him-
self the “commander of field operations” of
Tinubu’s re-election campaign in FCT, and said
members of his coalition and APC were working
towards a common presidential objective.

Hear him: “Ordinarily, as the national leader of
the PDP, I should have told them to allow me to
take one. But because the president resides here
(FCT), he lives here. I don’t want to share any-
thing with the president. Take senator and the
two House of Representatives seats. But in my
state (Rivers), Iwill take small.” Then the PDP can-
didates pledged their loyalty to Wike and prom-
ised to abandon their tickets.

Before the primaries, aspirants belonging to the
same party are allowed to negotiate and decide
who may step down, on the basis of electoral
strength and capacity to win the primary and
also the main election. The leadership of a party
could take it upon itself to broker such negotia-
tion. But after parties have submitted names of
candidates to the Independent National
Electoral Commission (INEC), it is not democrat-
ically decent to have candidates of one party
openly declare their support for rival candidates
of another party.

Wike’s open infractions send wrong signals
about what democracy is not. He has arrogated
to himself the power to field candidates for elec-
toral officers. That power belongs to the political
party and was not intended for an individual to
exercise. Where is the NWC and the national
executives of Wike’s PDP, where crucial party
decisions are ratified? Where are the judges that
give judgments in favour of one-man rule
against the larger PDP? When this democracy
enters recession, let it be clear that those who
enabled Wike are responsible. It is not part of the
rules for one man to hijack a political party, to
dispense favours to friends and punishment to
foes. That's not the intention of the party system.
INEC’s party membership trap
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‘NFF must
address
decline in

to arrest
fallen
standard’

sham of 2027

INEC Chairman, Prof. Joash Amupitan

Section 77 of the Electoral Act requires parties to
maintain a digital and physical register of mem-
bers. They are to submit the registers to INEC at
least 21 days before primaries. It used to be 30
days. Due to instabilities in parties, some had to
rush to meet the 21-days deadline. Only APC
made it in record time and seamlessly. Penalties
for failure to comply within time could disquali-
fy a party from fielding candidates.

There is a contention that mischief was intend-
ed in the amendment of Section 77; that it was
deliberately crafted to put hurdles in the way of
opposition parties and their candidates. In 2023,
there was room for aspirants who lose in party
primaries to shop for tickets in other parties. The
2026 Electoral Act forecloses that movement if
not done within stipulated time. In 2023, the can-
didate of the Labour Party (LP), Peter Obi, picked
the LP ticket in a last-minute arrangement after
PDP was out of his reach. The LP came third in
that election despite reported electoral manipu-
lations and glitches. Since then, every effort in
the books, including this amendment, have been
considered to checkmate Obi and the opposition
in2027.

When the African Democratic Congress (ADC),
began to gain ground in 2025, it was alleged that
bookmakers in the ruling party envisaged Atiku
Abubakar to win the ticket of the party in a pri-
mary dictated by market forces. They reckoned
thatas Obi did in 2023, he was likely to pitch tent
with another party. The changes inserted in
Section 77 were to frustrate aspirants from run-
ning around for any available ticket. If Obi had
remained in ADC, he would have had no chance

to pick the ticket of NDC. Obi escaped the trap.

Buta good number of others did not. The case of
Ladi Adebutu of PDP Ogun, Isa Pantami PDP
Gombe and Aminu Abdussalam Gwaro of Kano
NDC are outstanding. They failed to make INEC’s
list of cleared candidates. These are some of the
curiosities INEC will have to untie before the
final list of candidates is published.

Before then, Nigerians are wondering what may
have gone wrong with the candidates when it is
clear that their parties met the deadlines. In the
case of Adebutu, he had been with the PDP for
many years and is not known to have abandoned
the party. He was the party’s governorship flag-
bearer in 2023, where he polled 262,383, against
Governor Dapo Abiodun’s 272, 298 votes. That
margin gives an idea of how formidable
Adebutu is. So, what went wrong?

Itis curious that Adebutu, Pantami and Gwarzo,

among other cases, are strong contenders with
good prospects in their states. Adebutu’s cam-
paign team has blamed APC desperation for his
ouster. Their exclusion is suspicious, but INEC
has given them 14 days (October 24) to challenge
its decision, which it said was based on a
Supreme Court judgment in INEC v. Zenith
Labour Party, Appeal No. SC/CV/[495/2026, deliv-
ered on September 24, 2026.
The Supreme Court ruled that:
“Section 77(5) provides that only members
whose names appear on a political party’s mem-
bership register submitted to INEC at least 21
days before a primary, congress or convention
can participate in the exercise.

“Section 77(6) requires political parties to use
the membership register submitted to INEC for
their primaries, congresses and conventions,
while Section 77(7) provides that a party that fails
to submit its register within the stipulated peri-
od cannot field a candidate in an election.”

It is instructive that among those who prompt-
ed INEC to quickly act on the Supreme Court
judgment and review its list of candidates were

There is a contention that mischief
was intended in the amendment of
Section 77; that it was deliberately
crafted to put hurdles in the way of
opposition parties and their candi-
dates. In 2023, there was room for
aspirants who lose in party primaries

to shop for tickets in other parties. The
2026 Electoral Act forecloses that

movement if not done within stipulated

time.
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members of the APC and their supporters. The
party wrote to INEC on October 9,2026,demand-
ing immediate enforcement of the judgment.
They were eager to see INEC delist candidates
who in their suspicion did not meet the dead-
lines. That seems to validate claims that the elec-
toral act amendment was a set up.

Also, the fact that INEC has given Adebutuy,
Pantami, Gwarzo and the others 14 days to
appeal the omission of their names also sug-
gests that the deadline was a needless punish-
ment. Those 14 days could have been added to
the 21 days before parties concluded their pri-
maries. The point is that, laws and court judg-
ments should not be forged with intentions to
punish some people. The APC was way ahead in
submitting its membership register, at a time
other parties were thrown into factional and
legal crisis.

Constraining free choice

Political parties help citizens to make up their
minds on policy options. It is the reason multi-
party democracy recommends a variety of par-
ties, so that voters are not constrained and ulti-
mately disenfranchised.

The APC has been celebrating the conscription
of Wike, Ademola Adeleke of Osun State and
Charles Soludo of Anambra State into the party’s
Presidential Campaign Council. It is a novelty of
a sort, to have leading members of what used to
be the opposition line up for the ruling party.
Wike has declared himself the commander of
field operations for APC in the FCT and Abuja.

In the Electoral Act 2026, there’s no provision
for a commander of field operations. Wike has
announced how he won election for Governor
Monday Opkebholo in Edo State. In that election
of September 2024, the Resident Electoral
Commissioner, Anugbum Onuoha, was
declared by Godwin Obaseki, the governor at the
time, to be Wike’s cousin. But INEC refused to
redeploy Onuoha. That electoral process was
glitched during collation and different figures
surfaced.

Adeleke used the ticket of Accord Party (AP) to
win the August 15,2026, governorship in Osun. It
was a major victory, well celebrated by the oppo-
sition. Adeleke narrowly escaped the well-laid
plans to snatch the state for APC. The people of
Osun refused to let Adeleke down. They voted
and protected their votes. Despite all that tran-
spired, Adeleke is now leader of APC Presidential
campaign in Osun. Some say it is politics with-
out bitterness. But 30 human beings were killed
on both sides before the elections were won and
lost.

Soludo has surrendered the All Progressives
Grand Alliance (APGA) to APC for use in 2027.
APGA will not contest the presidency with APC.
Both the PDP and APGA are not lightweight par-
ties, going by their founding histories and
accomplishments. But they have been drained
and captured by the APC. That’s not democracy.
Itis a transaction.

Tinubu cannot outsource his campaign

When he left for Europe, the reason they gave
was that President Tinubu needed to rest well
(30 days) before the campaigns. He came back
and stated he was: “healthy, sound and ready to
go.” Now, the story is, there’s too much work, no
time to run around for campaigns. Mr President,
you cannot outsource the social contract.
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