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Secretary, Centre for Journalism Innovation and Development (CJID), Olumide Adetiba (left); Editor of the book, Ladbone life in Print, Dapo Olorunyo-
mi; Mrs Biodun Ozurumba; Celebrant, Lade Bonuola, his wife, Esther; Former Governor of Ogun State, Olusegun Osoba and Bolupe Maborukoje, during 
the 80th birthday celebration of Lade Bonuola and public presentation of his book titled Ladbone life in Print, in Lagos, yesterday.
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Strengthening the Nigeria–China Financial Corridor: Nigeria’s Ambassador to the People's Republic of China, Lt. Gen. Abdulrahman Bello Dambazau 
(rtd) (left); Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) Governor, Mr Olayemi Cardoso; Chairperson of CIG Motors, Chief Diana Chen; and Deputy Governor (Eco-
nomic Policy) at the CBN, Mr Philip Ikeazor, at the meeting between the CBN and business, financial and industry leaders actively engaged in the Nige-
ria–China corridor, held in Beijing, China, on Wednesday.
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• 2023  -  UK 
Justice Robin Knowles of the 
Commercial Courts of England 
ruled in favour of Nigeria 
quashing enforcement of $11 
billion arbitration award in 
favour of Pro- cess & Industrial 
Developments (P&ID). He up-
held Nigeria’s prayer that the 
ill-fated gas processing con-
tract was obtained by fraud 

• 2022  -  China 
Xi Jinping was elected Gen- 
eral Secretary of Chinese 
Communist Party, beginning 
a third term of the paramount 
leader of China. 

• 2011  -  Libya  
National Transitional Council 
declared civil war over in wake 
of Gadhafi's death, saying new 
Libya will be governed by 
sharia law, but would remain 
a moderate Muslim country.  

• 2005  -  Nigeria 
Stella Obasanjo (59), wife of 
Pres. Obasanjo, died after a li-
posuction surgery in Spain. In 
2009, a court in Malaga con-
victed plastic surgeon Anto-
nio Molina of negligent 
homicide. He was sentenced 
to a year, barred from medi-
cine for three years, and or-
dered to pay $175,000 in 
damages to Stella’s son. 

• 2002  -  Nigeria 
Federal Government rejected 
a World Court ruling that 
granted possession of dis-
puted oil-rich Bakassi penin-
sula to Cameroon. 

 

TODAY IN HISTORY

Tope Templer Olaiya,  
News Editor

Boat tragedy: Kula indigenes protest, take bodies to Rivers State House 

OUR GIRLS 
STILL 

MISSING

INDIGENES of Kula King-
dom in Akuku-Toru Local 

Government Area of Rivers 
State on Thursday marched 
through Port Harcourt with 
the bodies of victims of a 
boat tragedy to demand an-
swers from the state govern-
ment. 
  The protesters reportedly 
marched along Aba Road to-
wards the Rivers State Gov-
ernment House following 
the deaths of youths whose 
boat capsized during a con-
frontation over the move-
ment of an oil vessel from 
the community. 

  The incident occurred amid a 
dispute over an alleged oil 
spill and demands by resi-
dents for compensation and 
remediation of the affected 
environment. 
  An elder statesman and Kula 
stakeholder, Chief Anabs Sara-
Igbe, accused the vessel owner 
of attempting to remove the 
vessel without meeting the 
community’s demands. 

Aspiration for democracy 
and freedom knows no  
race or colour. It has no  

geographical boundaries.  
It is a universal aspiration 

AHMED 
 SALIM 

 
I want to be remembered as 

a loving ‘carer’ who loved 
God; and cared about Nige-

ria, my family, husband, 
workers, friends, women-
folk, disabled, orphaned 

children and my Child Care 
Trust Foundation. 

STELLA 
OBASANJO 

‘‘

RANDOM FACTS
• World's highest 
number of people liv-
ing in extreme 
poverty (2026) 
1. Nigeria - 73.1 million 
2. DR Congo - 71.6m  
3. Afghanistan - 35.2m  
4. Mozambique - 25m  
5. Yemen - 24.2m  
6. Tanzania - 23.9m 
7. Madagascar - 20.1m 
8. Uganda - 18.2m 
9. India - 14.46m 
10. Ethiopia - 14.3m. 
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China backs Tinubu’s reforms, seeks continuity beyond 2027

THE Chinese government has 
expressed confidence in 

Nigeria’s ongoing economic re-
forms under President Bola 
Tinubu, describing them as 
yielding tangible results and 
calling for their consolidation 
beyond 2027. 
  China’s Ambassador to Nige-
ria, Yu Dunhai, stated this dur-
ing a courtesy visit to the First 
Lady, Senator Oluremi Tinubu, 
in her office in Abuja. 
  The envoy cited growing trade 
between the two countries, im-
proved macroeconomic indica-
tors and renewed investor 
confidence as evidence of Nige-
ria’s economic transformation, 
urging the country to sustain 
the reform momentum. 
  He disclosed that bilateral 
trade volume had reached $18 
billion in the first half of the 
year, while Nigeria’s exports to 
China had also recorded signif-
icant growth over the past 
three years. 
  Dunhai said the develop-
ments had strengthened confi-
dence in Nigeria’s economic 

prospects, adding that China 
was prepared to deepen its in-
vestments in the country. 
  He assured that Beijing would 
pursue mutually beneficial 
partnerships guided by the 

MORE state Houses of As-
sembly yesterday ap-

proved the establishment of a 
state police service as part of 
its consideration of proposed 
amendments to the 1999 Con-
stitution of the Federal Re-
public of Nigeria as the 
proposal gradually inches to-
wards the 24-state bench-
mark for the state police bill 
to sail through. 
  With yesterday’s passage by 
Kaduna, Bayelsa, Yobe and 
Akwa Ibom Assemblies, about 
22 out of 36 states have al-
ready sent their agreement to 
the constitution amendment 
decentralising the Nigeria Po-
lice Force. 
 The Yobe State House of As-
sembly passed the bill follow-
ing deliberations by 

lawmakers on proposed con-
stitutional amendment bills 
transmitted by the National 
Assembly for consideration 
and voting. 
  The Kaduna State House of 
Assembly also endorsed the 
proposed amendment to the 
1999 Constitution that 
would allow the creation of 
state police services. Law-
makers gave their consent 
during Thursday’s plenary, 
chaired by the Deputy 
Speaker, Henry Magaji Da-
juma. 
  Similarly, the Bayelsa State 
House of Assembly approved 
the proposed sixth alteration 
to the 1999 Constitution to 
provide for the establish-
ment of state police services 
and other related matters.  
 
 
 
 

Kaduna, Bayelsa, Yobe, A’Ibom okay State Police Bill

principle that Africa’s re-
sources belong to Africans, 
with emphasis on high-quality 
investments and the utilisation 
of local human capital. 
   
 
 
 
 
 

  Sara-Igbe called on Gover-
nor Siminalayi Fubara to in-
tervene urgently to prevent 
the situation from escalat-
ing and stop youths in the 
community from taking the 
law into their hands. 
  He urged the state govern-
ment to address the griev-
ances of the community and 
ensure that the circum-
stances surrounding the 

deaths were investigated. 
  Responding to the protest-
ers, the Chief of Staff to the 
governor expressed sympa-
thy with the families of the 
deceased. 
   He assured the protesters 
that the state government 
would investigate the inci-
dent to establish the facts 
and ensure that justice was 
served. 

@TopeTempler

From Godfrey Gabriel

From Terhemba Daka, Abuja
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NEC backs 90-day plan to cut living 
costs, boost jobs, investment
THE National Economic 

Council (NEC) has en-
dorsed a 90-day economic 
action plan to ease the cost of 
living, improve food afford-
ability, attract investment and 
accelerate projects with di-
rect benefits to Nigerians. 
    In Ogun State, Governor 
Dapo Abiodun announced 
plans to introduce a govern-
ment-backed bulk food pur-
chase scheme to reduce the 
cost of essential commodi-
ties, while promising to ex-
pand the state’s mass transit 
fleet to ease transportation 
challenges facing workers 
and other residents. 
  NEC also approved a nation-
al dashboard to track projects 
across the federation, with 
an emphasis on transparency, 
accountability, and the utili-
sation of funds saved from the 
removal of the petrol sub-

sidy. 
  The decisions were reached 
at NEC’s 161st meeting, held 
virtually yesterday and 
chaired by Vice President 
Kashim Shettima, following a 
presentation by the Minister 
of Finance and Coordinating 
Minister of the Economy, Tai-
wo Oyedele. 
    The development came as 
Shettima charged governors 
and relevant government in-
stitutions to ensure that the 
gains of President Bola Tin-
ubu’s economic reforms 
translate into tangible im-
provements in Nigerians’ liv-
ing conditions. 
    He identified affordable 
transportation, accessible 
healthcare, job creation and 
greater financial security as 
critical measures of the suc-

cess of the administration’s 
economic policies. 
  The 90-day action plan pri-
oritises five areas: food af-
fordability, tax harmonisa-
tion, completion of high-im-
pact projects, removal of in-
vestment bottlenecks and reg-
ulated household support. 
    Presenting the economic 
outlook, Oyedele expressed 
optimism about the progress 
of the administration’s re-
form programme, identify-
ing further reductions in 
headline inflation and inter-
est rates, with a target of sin-
gle-digit levels by 2027, as key 
policy objectives. 
    He stressed that the next 
phase of reforms would re-
quire coordinated imple-
mentation by federal and 
state institutions to translate 

macroeconomic gains into 
measurable benefits for 
households and businesses. 
  The plan is expected to focus 
on targeted interventions, 
improved fiscal coordination 
and the removal of barriers to 
investment. 
    Addressing council mem-
bers, Shettima said econom-
ic reforms must ultimately 
be judged by their impact on 
citizens’ daily lives, rather 
than by policy announce-
ments or headline economic 
indicators alone. 
  “The first dividend of pros-
perity should be the confi-
dence to plan a life. Our task 
is to make such confidence 
less dependent on fortune,” 
he said. 

2027: INEC faces litigation over voter register, staff redeployment
WITH the 2027 general 

election fast approach-
ing, a civic group has threat-
ened legal action against the 
Independent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC) over 
the alleged inaccessibility of 
the preliminary voter register 
and unanswered questions 
about the redeployment of 
key electoral officials. 
    Meanwhile, not confident 
that the human element will 
deliver, the commission is de-
ploying Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) to curb errors in election 
result management, as ex-
perts warn that the technolo-
gy could also be exploited to 
manipulate voters and un-
dermine public confidence 
in the electoral process. 
   Also, former Vice President 
Atiku Abubakar accused INEC 
of undermining public con-
fidence in the 2027 general 
election, demanding expla-

nations for the alleged failure 
to make the preliminary vot-
ers’ register available online 
during its announced period 
for public scrutiny. 
  The group, Concerned Citi-
zens for Nigerian Democracy 
(CCND), said it would ap-
proach the Federal High 
Court if INEC failed to publish 
the preliminary register on-
line by October 30, warning 
that restricted public access 
could weaken scrutiny of the 
register ahead of the Janu-
ary 16, 2027 presidential elec-
tion. 
  It disclosed that INEC had ac-
knowledged receipt of its let-
ter to its chairman, Prof. Joash 
Amupitan, dated October 22.  
  CCND said its check of INEC’s 
voter registration portal on 
October 21 returned the mes-
sage, “Service temporarily un-

available”, preventing it from 
accessing the preliminary reg-
ister. 
  It argued that online publi-
cation was critical to enabling 
voters, political parties and 
other stakeholders to identi-
fy possible irregularities, in-
cluding duplicate entries, de-
ceased persons remaining on 
the register and questionable 
voter transfers. 
  Citing Section 19 of the Elec-
toral Act, 2026, which it said 
provides for public display 
of the register and a 14-day 
window for claims and ob-
jections, it warned that the ob-
jection period would be less 
meaningful if citizens could 
not properly examine the reg-
ister and verify the informa-
tion it contains. 
  CCND also questioned the re-
deployment of Mrs Oluyemi 

Titilayo Adeyemi-Showunmi 
to head INEC’s Electoral Op-
erations Department at its 
Abuja headquarters, while the 
department’s former head, 
Isah Gummi, was moved to 
the Voter Registry Depart-
ment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Makinde slams  
Tinubu’s economic 
management, alleges 
budget misalignment

GOVERNOR of Oyo State and 
Allied People’s Movement 

(APM) presidential candidate, 
Seyi Makinde, has taken a swipe 
at the Federal Government’s 
fiscal management, stressing 
that Nigerians can no longer tell 
which budget the President 
Bola Tinubu administration is 
operating. 
   Speaking yesterday at the 
South-West town hall meeting 
in Akure, Ondo State capital, 
Makinde said the Federal Gov-
ernment was confused. 
  Governor Bala Mohammed of 
Bauchi State, who is also an 
APM senatorial candidate, 
hailed Makinde for the Akure 
outing, stating that he was able 
to do it due to his capacity, pedi-
gree and energy.  
   Meanwhile, the 
Chairman/Chief Executive Of-
ficer of Channels Media Group, 
Dr John Momoh, has urged po-
litical parties to refrain from ut-
terances capable of fuelling dis-
unity in the country as political 
opposition is not enmity. 
  While emphasising that he op-
erated a full budget cycle with 
performance consistently 
above 70 per cent, Makinde 
emphasised that energy, not 
age, would decide the 2027 
presidential race. 
  At the town hall meeting at-
tended by party leaders, stake-
holders and supporters from 
across the six South-West states, 
the presidential candidate 
stressed that APM offered a su-
perior model of governance, 
describing the party as the only 
answer to the problems be-
devilling Nigeria. 
   On why he was contesting 
when the South-West already 
had someone in the presiden-
cy, Makinde recalled the 1999 
precedent, when the entire 
country ceded the presidency to 
the South-West, but Olusegun 
Obasanjo and Olu Falae con-
tested.  
   “Under the Tinubu adminis-
tration right now, we don’t 
know which budget they are 
even operating on for Nigeria. 
Is it 2023, 2024, or the 2026 
budget? And then they are com-
ing with the United Nations 
(UN) budget to say, look, this is 
the UN budget.”  
 
 
 

NLC mobilises for 
 nationwide strike over 
minimum wage, petrol 
prices as talks collapse

NIGERIA Labour Congress 
(NLC) has directed its af-

filiates, state councils and civ-
il society allies to begin mo-
bilising for possible nation-
wide action after its meeting 
with the Federal Government 
failed to resolve outstanding 
workers’ demands. 
    The meeting, held at the 
Ministry of Labour in Abuja, 
yesterday, ended without con-
crete commitments from the 
government, prompting or-
ganised labour to warn it 
would consider its next line of 
action if the next session, 
scheduled for Tuesday, Octo-
ber 27, makes no meaningful 
progress. 
  Labour’s demands include a 
reduction in petrol prices to 
2024 levels, renegotiation of 
the national minimum wage, 
implementation of agreed 
tax relief measures, and res-
olution of the Joint Health 
Sector Unions (JOHESU) terms 
of settlement. 
   It also demanded the reso-
lution of issues raised by the 
Joint Public Service Negoti-
ating Council (JPSNC) con-
cerning peculiar allowances, 
wage awards and hazard al-
lowances. 
   In a statement issued after 
the meeting and signed by its 
Acting General Secretary, Ben-
son Upah, the NLC expressed 
disappointment that the gov-
ernment’s delegation arrived 
without the necessary man-
dates to engage substantive-
ly on the issues. 
  The congress said the lack of 
relevant authorisations pre-
vented the meeting from pro-
ducing concrete outcomes, 
leaving workers’ demands 
unresolved. 
  According to the statement, 
the Minister of Labour re-
quested an adjournment till 
October 27 to allow the gov-
ernment prepare adequately 
for a more productive meet-
ing, including the participa-
tion of relevant Ministries 
Departments and Agencies 
(MDAs). 
   While reaffirming its com-
mitment to dialogue, the NLC 
warned that it would not ac-
cept indefinite delays in ad-
dressing workers’ concerns. 
  The congress said it would re-
port the outcome of yester-
day’s meeting to its organs, 
namely the National Execu-
tive Council (NEC) and the 
Central Working Committee 
(NWC), which would deter-
mine the next course of ac-
tion if the government failed 
to demonstrate meaningful 
progress at the rescheduled 
meeting. 
 
 
 

From Terhemba Daka (Abuja), Tobi 
Awodipe (Lagos)and Segun Ayinde 
(Abeokuta)From Collins Olayinka (Abuja) and 

Gloria Nwafor (Lagos) 

From John Akubo, Abuja

From Adewale Momoh, Akure
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• Shettima tasks govs on affordable transport, healthcare 
• Minister allays fears over Ebola, urges states to strengthen preparedness 
• Ogun govt to cut food prices, expand bus fleet

• Turns to AI to check result discrepancies 
• Atiku accuses commission of hiding 103m voters’ register

• Bauchi governor warns  
   against infiltration of APM 
• Opponents not enmity,  
   Momoh cautions against  
   divisive rhetoric

Dr Benjamin Uzochukwu (left); Chairman, Board of Trustees (BoT), West African College Physicians (WACP), Dr Sonny Kuku; WACP President, Dr Mamadou 
Mourtalla; President Bola Tinubu and Coordinating Minister of Health and Social Welfare, Dr Muhammad Ali Pate when WACP conferred honorary fellowship 
on the President at the Presidential Villa, Abuja, yesterday.

May meet October 27 
over unresolved workers’ 
demands
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By Gbenga Salau and Sunday Aikulola 

SOME of the finest practitioners of the 
pen profession gathered in Lagos 

yesterday to celebrate one of their best 
– Lade ‘Ladbone’ Bonuola. 
  Ladbone, who turns 80, was the former 
Managing Director of The Guardian 
Newspapers. 
  The crème-de-la-crème of the newspaper 
profession in Nigeria, led by the former 
Ogun State Governor, Olusegun Osoba; 
the Premium Times publisher, Dapo 
Olorunyomi; and former Editor of The 
Guardian, Femi Kusa, opened the flood-
gates of tributes for the octogenarian, 
Bonuola, proudly reminiscing about 
the stellar qualities of the senior news-
man who shaped the destinies of sever-
al renowned journalists.  
  In unison, they described him as a 
great, serious-minded, and meticulous 
journalist who was passionate about 
his craft. 
  The special occasion was marked by the 
launch of a commemorative book, 
titled ‘Ladbone: A Life in Print’. The book 
was edited by Dapo Olorunyomi and 
published by the Centre for Journalism 
Innovation and Development (CJID). 
 Osoba, who chaired the event, recalled 
that Bonuola joined the Daily Times as a 
sub-editor when he (Osoba) was Editor 
of Sunday Times. 
  According to Osoba, both often had a 
tough time during production, as 
Bonuola wanted to ensure that all the 
stories were edited painstakingly by 
going through the copies, which 
slowed the pace of production. 
  He noted that Bonuola often paid 
much attention to detail, while he was 
always conscious of the need to meet 
deadlines and get the paper to the 
newsstand early the next day. 
  Osoba felt it was one of the reasons 
Bonuola started a column called 
‘Caught Out,’ in which he looked for 
errors in all the newspapers. 
   “When The Guardian was estab-
lished, the late publisher, 
Alex Ibru, wanted a 
serious-minded 
newspaper pat-
terned along the 
London Times, and I 
told him that the 
best editor is 
Bonuola. He creat-
ed a standard 
that others start-
ed following, 
with his 
good 

friend, Kusa.” 
  Osoba also called for a one-minute 
silence to honour Prof. Idowu 
Sobowale and Ambassador Patrick 
Dele Cole. 
  To Olorunyomi, the 750-page book 
explores dimensions of Bonuola’s life, 
moments of excellence, the architec-
ture of his genius, and the extraordi-
nary record of his mentorship.    
  Olorunyomi stated that Bonuola had 
few equals, describing him as the best 
editor among his generation. “We are 
grateful for his labour of love to the 
country and our profession.” 
  Olorunyomi stated that the book’s idea 
is part of CJID’s ongoing efforts to 
strengthen journalism in the country. 
  He recounted that Bonuola wanted to 
shut down the project but later realised 
it was unwise. “I want to thank the con-
tributors who helped shape the pro-
ject.” 
  On his part, Kusa noted that Bonuola 
would not take any inadequate report, 
as he would tear it to pieces and rewrite 
the entire article. 
   He also recalled how they set a stan-
dard that all news stories must be back-
grounded, which meant they would 
breathe into all news copies. “When The 
Guardian started, we maintained qual-
ity writing. Nduka Irabor joined us lat-
er. We found him a wonderful person 
in the newsroom. Mr Emeka Izeze also 
helped sanitise the quality of news writ-
ing,” he stated. 
  Just before the book was unveiled, 
there was a panel discussion around 
the future of Nigerian journalism. On 
the panel, moderated by Azu 
Ishiekwene, were Kadaria Ahmed, 
Ifeanyi Mbanefo, and Chiamaka 
Ozurumba. 
  The discussion highlighted the chang-

ing phase of journalism, concluding 
that how journalism was practised 
in the era of Bonuola cannot be 
wholly replicated, though issues 
around integrity and ethics 
remain the same. 
  On his part, Consul General of the 

Kingdom of the Netherlands in 
Lagos, Frank Keurhorst said the 

occasion was not only about celebrat-
ing Bonuola, but also an opportunity 

to reflect on the role of journalism in 
society.  
  “Nigeria has a rich media landscape 

that has helped reform the country. 
Bonuola’s contribution 

reminds us of his professional 
integrity and editorial inde-
pendence. 
  “An independent press is 
essential to strengthening 

democracy, and it is impor-
tant we preserve the stories 
of those who defend it. This 

is why the CJID Living 
Archives Initiative is impor-

tant: it documents journalists’ 

experiences and helps ensure this 
important history is not lost. We are 
proud of our long-standing relation-
ship with CJID.” 
  Expressing his appreciation, Bonuola 
recounted how Alhaji Babatunde Jose 
spotted him, gave him all the necessary 
training at home and abroad.  
  He also talked about how Chief Osoba 
had a lot of confidence in him while 
Kusa was unwavering. According to 
him, the late publisher of The Guardian, 
Mr Alex Ibru, never interfered in his 
work for once.  
  “I was sending news schedules to him, 
but he never opened them. He would 
say, ‘You are the expert while I am a busi-
nessman’.” 
 Bonuola urged the attendees to thank 
Jose, Osoba, Michael, and Alex Ibru for 
helping shape his journalistic destiny. 
He pleaded that anytime the partici-
pants had time, they should help offer 
prayers for the four. 
  Reviewing the book, Mr Kunle Ajibade 
noted that Bonuola is a man of institu-
tional building. He added that many of 
the contributors, when discussing 
Bonuola, recounted their own stories 
passing through him. 
  Ajibade described him as a journalism 
exemplar, statesman, the legend, the 
great teacher, the standard bearer, the 
architect of truths, the editor of editors, 
the bone of our bones, the engine room 
of The Guardian, a solid bridge across 
generations, a consummate worka-
holic, a media policeman, a veteran of 
note, an extraordinary talent support-
er, and a disciplinarian.  
  “The book is inspiring and enlighten-
ing. It is an affirmation of visionary 
power and a celebration of significant 
values.” 
   He described the book as a master class 
for those who aspire to excellent public 
service. “As many of the writers tell their 

stories of their interactions with him, 
they also tell plenty of stories of their 
own professional lives.” 
  “The conference of these stories, the 
narratives within narratives, give us 
access to the history of Nigerian jour-
nalism itself.  There are many engaging 
recollections here of how he was an 
inspiration.” 
  Ajibade noted that former President 
Ibrahim Babangida, former Vice 
President Prof. Yemi Osinbajo, former 
governor of Osun State Bisi Akande, 
Osoba and former governor of Lagos 
State Babatunde Fashola attested to 
Bonuola’s courage and insight as a pub-
lic affairs commentator. He was a vora-
cious reader and a passionate debater 
in secondary school, where he won the 
John F. Kennedy zonal essay competi-
tion. 
  Some of those at the event include, for-
mer Minister of Information, Alhaji Lai 
Mohamed; Lagos State Commissioner 
for Information, Gbenga Omotoso; for-
mer Managing Directors of The 
Guardian Newspaper, Emeka Izeze and 
Martins Oloja; Pro-democracy activist, 
Ayo Obe; former Editor of Punch, 
Gbemiga Ogunleye; Sully Abu; former 
Managing Editor of  The Guardian, Femi 
Kusa; Nigeria Guild of Editors' 
President, Eze Anaba; Managing 
Director, ThisDay, Eniola Bello; former 
Lagos commissioner for Information, 
Steve Ayorinde; former NGE President, 
Funke Egbemode; Managing Director 
of The Sun, Onuoha Ukeh; Veteran jour-
nalist, Taiwo Obe; former Saturday 
Editor, Banji Adisa; former Sunday 
Editor, Fred Ohwahwa; former Special 
Adviser to Governor Babatunde 
Fashola on Information, Hakeem Bello. 
   There was a huge number of ex-Daily 
Times staff. There were also representa-
tives of members of  his Alma mater, 
and his community in Oyo State, Kishi.

Harvest of commendations,    
Ladbone @ 

• Osoba, Olorunyomi, Kusa, others extoll Bonuola’s media legacy 
• Ladbone thanks Michael Ibru, Alex-Ibru, Jose, Osoba, others for their support 

Celebrant, Lade Bonuola (left); Nze Chidi Duru and Augustine Isioma Iwelu
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  tributes for Ladbone at 80
Ladbone @ 

Mrs Sola Adeola (left); veteran journalist and co-founder of Newswatch magazine, Ray Ekpu; former Editorial board member of The Guardian Newspaper, Uthman Shodipe-Dosunmu; Chairman of the occasion and former 
Governor of Ogun State, Olusegun Osoba; celebrant, Lade Bonuola and former Director of Publications of The Guardian, Femi Kusa.

Consul General of the Netherlands in Nigeria, Frank Keurhorst (left) and Cultural Officer at the Netherlands Embassy, 
Praise Oluwarinu.

Former Managing Director/Editor-in-Chief, The Guardian, Emeka Izeze (left); Dr Tunde Abayomi and Publisher, 
Ovation Magazine, Dele Momodu.

Celebrant, Lade Bonuola (left); former Managing Director/Editor-in-chief, The 
Guardian, Martins Oloja and Chief Eric Teniola.

Former Minister of Information, Lai Muhammad (left) and former 
Editorial board member of The Guardian Newspaper, Uthman 
Shodipe-Dosunmu.

Founder, The Journalism Clinic, Taiwo Obe (left); Emeka Izeze and Publisher, 
BusinessDay, Frank Aigbogun.

Master of Ceremonies for the event, Anike Adefunke Treasure (left); Editor, Saturday Tribune, Dr Lasisi Olagunju; Columnist, Nigerian Tribune, Dr Festus 
Adedayo; Editor, The Guardian, Dr Femi Adekoya; former Editor, Sunday Guardian, Fred Ohwahwa; and former Managing Director/Editor-in-Chief, The 
Guardian, Martins Oloja at the event.

Former librarian, The Guardian, Titi Oba and former Executive Director 
and consultant at The Guardian Newspapers, Oyebanji Awosanya.
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Ebola: FG quarantines contacts, denies plan to ban gatherings, rallies
• Pate: Position on public gatherings subject to continuous review 
• Medical experts demand high-alert measures, better hospital preparedness 
• APC council says N10b Ebola fund remains untouched 
• Tinubu tasks West African doctors on disease prevention, brain drain 
• NCDC leads response as FG mobilises local, international support

From Terhemba Daka, Adamu 
Abuh, Nkechi Onyedika-Ugoeze 
(Abuja), Ijeoma Nwanosike and 
Opeyemi Babalola (Lagos)  
 

THE Federal Government 
has quarantined high-risk 

contacts of Nigeria’s con-
firmed Ebola Virus Disease 
case but said political cam-
paigns, conferences and other 
major public gatherings can 
proceed, pending any change 
in the public health situation. 
   Minister of Health and Social 
Welfare, Prof Muhammad Ali 
Pate, disclosed this yesterday 
in Abuja, saying the govern-
ment had yet to identify suffi-
cient scientific grounds to rec-
ommend changes to planned 
events, despite intensifying 
efforts to prevent the infec-
tion from spreading into com-
munities. 
   The position comes as Nige-
ria approaches the 2027 gen-
eral election, when political ac-
tivities and mass gatherings 
are expected to increase. 
   Pate said the government 
would continue to monitor 
the outbreak and adjust its 
recommendations if scientif-
ic evidence indicated that re-
strictions had become neces-
sary. 
   He explained that the index 
patient, who was asymp-
tomatic on arrival in Nigeria, 
developed symptoms a few 
days later. The patient has 
since shown signs of im-
provement, with the latest 
laboratory results indicating 
significant progress, although 
the outcome remains uncer-
tain. 
   The minister said identified 
contacts included people 

linked to the hospital where 
the patient received care, do-
mestic contacts and individ-
uals associated with a private 
medical facility she had visit-
ed. 
   The contacts have been cat-
egorised according to their 
levels of exposure, with high-
risk individuals quarantined 
in designated facilities and 
others isolated under public 
health supervision. 
   “The high-risk contacts have 
been quarantined fully in a fa-

cility. The others have been 
isolated and we’re ensuring 
that the isolation is enforced, 
consistent with public health 
expert guidelines. We’ve acti-
vated the incident manage-
ment system,” he said. 
   Pate added that the Nigeria 
Centre for Disease Control 
and Prevention (NCDC) was 
coordinating the day-to-day 
operational response in line 
with international health reg-
ulations. 
   He said hospitals had been 

notified to prepare bed spaces 
and isolation facilities and en-
sure that healthcare workers 
were adequately equipped to 
implement infection preven-
tion and control measures. 
   The minister also stressed the 
need to engage private health-
care providers, noting that 
the index patient had visited 
a private facility. 
   “The private sector is impor-
tant, because as you saw, this 
case went to a private facility. 
In 2014, it was a private facili-

ty. So private practitioners of 
all kinds should also be sen-
sitised and connect to the 
public health authorities,” he 
said. 
   On the government’s deci-
sion to allow planned public 
gatherings to proceed, Pate 
said the position was based on 
available evidence indicating 
that the case remained con-
tained. 
   He, however, emphasised 
that the decision was subject 
to continuous review and did 
not rule out restrictions if the 
situation changed. 
   He urged political actors to 
avoid turning the outbreak 
into a partisan issue, stressing 
that public health emergen-
cies required cooperation 

across political, ethnic and re-
ligious divides. 
   The minister also called on 
Nigerians to remain calm, 
comply with public health 
advisories and avoid spread-
ing unverified information 
about the outbreak. 
   Pate expressed confidence in 
Nigeria’s capacity to contain 
the infection, citing the coun-
try’s experience in managing 
Ebola in 2014, as well as its ex-
isting surveillance systems, 
laboratory facilities and 
trained personnel. 
   “Nigeria has been able to deal 
with Ebola in the past. We feel 
that it is possible that we can 
be able to deal with it. We 
have a great team that is run-
ning the incident manage-
ment system, and we have 
confidence in the NCDC, their 
personnel, and all the pillars of 
support comprising the 
NCDC, the Ministry of Health, 
Port Health Services, and oth-
er agencies that are working 
hand in hand together,” he 
said. 
   He disclosed that the gov-
ernment had strengthened 
coordination between feder-
al and state authorities and 
mobilised domestic and in-
ternational technical support. 
   According to him, the Presi-
dential Task Force on the out-
break and the Nigeria Gover-
nors’ Forum had been briefed, 
while the National Economic 
Council had also been in-
formed. 
   Pate said President Bola Tin-
ubu had authorised addi-
tional resources for the re-
sponse, with funding provid-Chairman, Silverbacks Holdings, Ibrahim Sagna (left); Chair, AT50 Index, Gbite Oduneye; member, AT50 Index Capital Markets Readiness Council (CM-

RC), Karima El Hakim; CEO, MNT Halan, Mounir Nakhla; Chairman, Egyptian Exchange (EGX), Omar Radwan; and Director, Financial Regulatory Author-
ity Sandbox, Ahmed Khalifa, during MNT Halan's EGX listing ceremony, as the company moves from AT50 to Egypt's public markets, yesterday. CONTINUED ON PAGE 26
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Dilemma over ‘Rainbow Coalition’ as Tinubu begins campaign 
• Police restrict heavy-duty vehicles as posters, banners flood Kaduna 
• Federal agency CEOs mobilise 100,000 supporters for Tinubu’s campaign  
• Oyetola, Oyebamiji’s camp absent as Adeleke inaugurates Osun Tinubu campaign council 
• Rainbow Coalition for presidency only, Adeleke clarifies 
• APC scribe: No ego bigger than Tinubu’s victory, APC members must support Adeleke 
• Wike seeks support for candidates under rainbow coalition 
• Hoodlums vandalise Tinubu re-election campaign secretariat in Ibadan 
• Obasanjo’s son joins Tinubu’s movement, backs policy continuity, reforms

From Terhemba Daka, Joke Falaju 
(Abuja), Rotimi Agboluaje 
(Ibadan), Oluwole Ige and Timothy 
Agbor (Osogbo)  
 

AHEAD of tomorrow’s flag-
off of the All Progressives 

Congress (APC) presidential 
campaign for the 2027 gener-
al election in Kaduna State, 
the ruling party is still bat-
tling the crisis of cohesion 
and internal wrangling in 
some states. 
     While all seems set for a 
colourful kick-off with cam-
paign posters and banners 
bearing photographs of Pres-
ident Bola Tinubu, Governor 
Uba Sani and other party lead-
ers appearing on major roads 
and public spaces in the state 
capital, rumblings and mis-
givings over the vague ‘shape 
and form’ of the Nyesom Wike-
led Rainbow Coalition are 
causing ripples that may hurt 
the APC in the general elec-
tions in key states.   
     The APC presidential cam-
paign launch, scheduled for 
Saturday, is expected to bring 
together party leaders, gover-
nors, political stakeholders 
and supporters from across 
Nigeria. However, some resi-
dents of Kaduna metropolis 
have expressed concerns 
about the country’s econom-
ic situation, insecurity and ris-
ing unemployment, urging 

the president to use the cam-
paign to explain how he in-
tends to address their chal-
lenges. The residents ex-
pressed doubt that the cam-
paign would address these 
concerns, saying previous po-
litical gatherings had not nec-
essarily translated into bet-
ter living conditions for ordi-
nary Nigerians. 
   Already, the Kaduna State Po-
lice command has announced 
restrictions on the movement 
of trailers, tankers, lorries and 
other heavy-duty vehicles 
across the Kaduna metropolis 
from midnight on Thursday 
to 8:00 p.m. on Saturday 
ahead of President Tinubu’s 
visit to the state. The Com-
missioner of Police, Muham-
mad Rabiu, announced the 
restriction during a security 
briefing, saying it was in-
tended to reduce congestion 
and ensure the free move-
ment of vehicles during the 
presidential visit. 
   He clarified that the restric-

tion would apply only to 
heavy-duty vehicles, not other 
commuters. “This restriction 
only applies to all trailers, 
tankers, lorries, articulated 
and other heavy-duty vehicles 
only, not other commuters. 
This is done because we want 
to decongest and make free 
movement of vehicles in the 
metropolis,” he said. 
     Rabiu said the command, 
working with the military, De-
partment of State Services 
(DSS) and other security agen-
cies, had activated compre-
hensive security arrange-
ments to protect the Presi-
dent, dignitaries, campaign 
participants and members of 
the public.  
     He said the deployment 
would include conventional 
police personnel, tactical 
teams, explosive ordnance 
disposal personnel, traffic 
management units and 
crowd-control teams across 
the campaign venue and oth-
er strategic locations. The com-

missioner also advised people 
without legitimate business at 
the venue to stay away from 
the site and its immediate 
surroundings. 

MEANWHILE, the Forum 
of CEOs of Federal Gov-

ernment Parastatals (FOR-
CEPA) on Thursday said it has 
mobilised more than 100,000 
supporters to storm the 
Kaduna venue of the APC pres-
idential campaign kick-off, 
reaffirming its support for 
President Tinubu and Vice 
President Kashim Shettima’s 
re-election in 2027. 
  The forum, comprising more 
than 500 chief executives of 
federal agencies and paras-
tatals, also pledged to mo-
bilise 10 million votes for Tin-
ubu and Shettima, citing the 
need for policy continuity and 
consolidation of the admin-
istration’s Renewed Hope 
Agenda. 
   Addressing newsmen at the 
Federal Secretariat, Abuja, its 
chairman, Dr Kazeem Kola-

wole Raji, who was joined by 
other officers of the forum, 
said members had been de-
ployed to Kaduna to coordi-
nate mobilisation and engage 
stakeholders ahead of the 
campaign event. Declaring 
that the Tinubu administra-
tion deserved a second term, 
he said the forum was estab-
lished to harness the institu-
tional experience and net-
works of federal agency chiefs 
to promote public awareness 
of government policies and 
programmes. 
     FORCEPA particularly de-
fended the Tinubu adminis-
tration’s economic reforms, in-
cluding petrol subsidy re-
moval, describing them as 
difficult but necessary mea-
sures to strengthen public fi-
nances, attract investment 
and support long-term 
growth. However, the forum 
acknowledged the hardship 
facing households and busi-
nesses, saying the success of 
the reforms would depend 
on their ability to deliver jobs, 
higher incomes and improved 
living standards. 

BUT signs that all may not 
be well within the party ap-

peared yesterday in Osun State 
as chieftains of the APC, Peo-
ples Democratic Party (PDP) 
and Accord Party converged 
on Osogbo for the inaugura-
tion of the Osun State Presi-

dential Campaign Council for 
the re-election of President 
Tinubu. The council was in-
augurated by Governor Ade-
mola Adeleke, who was ap-
pointed Osun State Coordi-
nator for the President’s re-
election campaign. 
   The event came hours after 
the Osun State chapter of the 
APC said it was not briefed 
about the inauguration. Chair-
man of the party, Tajudeen 
Lawal, in a statement earlier 
on Thursday, said the party 
learnt of the event only 
through a social media listing 
by the governor’s spokesper-
son, but added that it was not 
opposed to Adeleke coordi-
nating the campaign. 
   Despite the morning protest, 
the inauguration hall was 
filled with who is who in Osun 
politics, except for former Gov-
ernor Gboyega Oyetola, Osun 
APC 2026 governorship can-
didate, Bola Oyebamiji and 
other executive members of 
the party who are loyal to 
Oyetola and captured in the 
Council list. 
     Prominent among those 
present were the pioneer na-
tional chairman of the APC, 
Bisi Akande, the National Sec-
retary of the APC, Ajibola 
Basiru, former Osun Deputy 
Governor, Iyiola Omisore, Sola 
Adeyeye, Shuaib Oyedokun, 
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WEST Africa risks a return 
to authoritarian rule if 

executive excesses weaken-
ing democratic institutions 
and growing public dissatis-
faction with governance are 
not urgently addressed, the 
President of the Enugu State 
Customary Court of Appeal, 
Justice George Chibueze 

Nnamani, has warned  
  In a keynote address at the 
4th Civil Society Week for 
West Africa (CSWWA 2026) in 
Enugu, he expressed con-
cern over the resurgence of 
military rule in parts of the 
sub-region, questioning 
whether the development 
reflected growing military 
ambition or widespread dis-
enchantment with demo-
cratic governance. 
  He also faulted the growing 
dominance of the executive 
arm of government, warn-
ing that the subordination 
of the legislature and judi-
ciary could undermine con-
stitutional democracy and 

fuel political instability. 
  The two-day conference, 
organised by Spaces for 
Change (S4C) West Africa in 
collaboration with its part-
ners, is themed Strengthening 
Judicial Protection of Civic 
Space in West Africa. 
  In his address titled 
‘Separation of Powers: How 
Many Powers and How 
Separate?’, Nnamani ques-
tioned whether the constitu-
tional principle of separa-
tion of powers was being 
respected across West Africa, 
despite provisions in nation-
al constitutions guarantee-
ing the independence and 
functions of the three arms 

of government. 
  He said: “Executive high-
handedness, conspiratorial 
inertia of the legislature and 
acquiescence of the judicia-
ry are trending accusations 
piling up against the drivers 
of democracy in the West 
African sub-region. This, inci-
dentally, is no ordinary pif-
fle, idle talk or rabble-rous-
ing. While national constitu-
tions glitter and shimmer 
with sublime provisions, the 
observance thereof by politi-
cal actors remains largely in 
breach.” 
  The judge lamented that 
the executive arm had 
become increasingly power-

UNITED Nations 
D e v e l o p m e n t 

Programme (UNDP) has 
called for stronger coordina-
tion of climate policies, 
improved access to climate 
finance and effective imple-
mentation of Nigeria’s cli-
mate commitments to pro-
tect livelihoods and drive 
sustainable economic 
growth. 
  The UNDP Resident 
Representative in Nigeria, 
Elsie Attafuah, said the coun-
try must strengthen the links 
between national climate 
policies, public financing and 
implementation across gov-

ernment institutions to deliver 
meaningful results under its 
third Nationally Determined 
Contribution (NDC 3.0). 
  Speaking at the launch of 
Nigeria’s NDC 3.0 and the inau-
gural meeting of its 
Interministerial Steering 
Committee in Abuja yesterday, 
Attafuah said climate commit-
ments must translate into 
practical development gains 
for households, businesses 
and vulnerable communities. 
  She noted that Nigerians 
experienced climate change 
through everyday challenges, 
including unpredictable rain-
fall, flooding, extreme heat 

and threats to agricultural 
production, adding that 
these realities should shape 
the implementation and 
measurement of the coun-
try’s climate targets. 
  According to her, NDC 3.0 
offers Nigeria an opportunity 
to guide investments in ener-
gy, agriculture, infrastruc-
ture and other critical sec-
tors, while expanding energy 
access, protecting livelihoods 
and strengthening economic 
competitiveness.                          

MEANWHILE, with global 
temperature set to 

exceed 1.5°C above pre-indus-
trial levels, urgent and strin-

gent cuts to greenhouse gas 
emissions are needed to 
minimise the magnitude 
and duration of overshoot 
and return to 1.5°C by the 
end of the century, a new 
United Nations 
Environment Programme 
(UNEP) report finds. 
  The Emission Gap Report 
2026: The Point of Return 
looks at a ‘lowest possible’ 
1.5°C overshoot scenario, in 
which peak warming by 
around the middle of the 
century is limited to 1.7-1.8°C 
and global temperature rise 
is returned to or below 1.5°C 
by 2100, with about a 50 per 
cent chance. 

PSYCHIATRISTS have 
decried inadequate fund-

ing for mental health 
research in Africa amid an 
escalating burden of mental 
health conditions, warning 
that limited investment is 
undermining efforts to 
develop evidence-based 
interventions and expand 
access to care. 
  They disclosed that most 
African countries spend less 
than $0.50 per person yearly 
on mental health, while 

Nigeria allocates only 0.1 per 
cent of its Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) to mental 
health research. 
  The experts called for 
increased investment to 
strengthen research capacity, 
address workforce shortages 
and develop interventions 
suited to the continent’s 
needs. 
  They made the call at the 
International Yaba Research 
Conference organised by the 
Federal Neuropsychiatric 
Hospital, Yaba, Lagos. 

  In his remarks, the Chief 
Medical Director of the hospi-
tal, Dr Olugbenga Owoeye, 
said mental health research in 
Africa was at a critical cross-
roads, with the region facing a 
growing burden of disorders 
alongside severe systemic 
neglect. 
  Owoeye said that despite the 
high burden of mental health 
conditions in sub-Saharan 
Africa, most countries allocate 
less than one per cent of their 
health budgets to mental 
health. He described the 

resulting average expenditure 
of less than $0.50 per person 
yearly as grossly inadequate to 
address rising cases of depres-
sion, psychosis, substance use 
disorders and other mental 
health conditions. 
  Similarly, the President of the 
African Association of 
Psychiatrists, Prof. Taiwo 
Lateef, said Africa bears about 
10 per cent of the global men-
tal health burden but con-
tributes less than two per cent 
of global mental health 
research. 

Psychiatrists decry low research funding amid escalating mental health cases 

National Chairman, Allied Peoples' Movement (APM), Yusuf Mamman Dantalle (left); Bauchi State Governor and APM National Leader, Senator Bala 
Mohammed; Oyo State Governor and APM Presidential Candidate, Seyi Makinde; and his running mate, Alhaji Lawal Daura; Director General, 
Makinde/Daura 2027 Presidential Campaign Organisation, Mr Felix Hassan Hyat; Deputy Director General, Administration, Hajia Maryam Inna Ciroma; 
Former Governor of Osun State, Prince Olagunsoye Oyinlola; and Oyo State APM Governorship Candidate, Bimbo Adekanmbi, during the Makinde/Daura 
2027 Presidency South West Town Hall Meeting, held at Ondo State International Conference Centre, Akure.                 PHOTO: Oyo Gov's Media Unit.

DIRECTOR and Head of 
Secretariat of the 

Intergovernmental Group of 
Twenty-Four (G24), Dr Iyabo 
Masha, has informed global 
investors that the next phase 
of global economic expan-
sion will depend substantial-
ly on how developing 
economies attract long-term 
capital, improve productivi-
ty and harness innovation,  
  Masha delivered the message 
at the just-concluded ninth 
Annual Foreign Investment 
Network (FIN) Banking on 
Emerging Markets Forum 
and Awards in Bangkok, 
Thailand, held alongside the 
2026 IMF–World Bank Annual 
Meetings, where policymak-
ers, finance officials, investors 
and business executives 
gathered to examine invest-
ment opportunities and the 
changing dynamics of the 
global economy. 

Emerging markets hold 
key to global growth, 
Nigeria tells investors  

Nigeria’s climate policy, financing, implementation worries UNDP  

West Africa risks return to authoritarian rule, Justice Nnamani warns  

CREDIT to Nigeria’s private 
sector fell by N537.6 bil-

lion in September 2026, 
despite remaining signifi-
cantly higher than its level a 
year earlier, raising fresh 
questions about the flow of 
financing to businesses and 
households amid persistent 
concerns over borrowing 
costs. 
  Data from the Central Bank 
of Nigeria (CBN) showed that 
credit to the private sector 
declined to N83.93 trillion in 
September from N84.47 tril-
lion in August, representing 
a month-on-month contrac-
tion of 0.64 per cent. 
  However, on a year-on-year 
basis, private-sector credit 
increased by approximately 
N11.40 trillion, or 15.7 per 
cent, from N72.53 trillion 
recorded in September 2025. 
  
 

TECHNOLOGY and digital 
rights experts have 

warned that online harass-
ment, disinformation and 
other forms of technology-
facilitated violence could 
discourage women from 
participating in Nigeria’s 
2027 elections.  
  The experts urged journal-
ists and social media plat-
forms to strengthen safe-
guards against digital 
threats. 
  They said the growing use 
of artificial intelligence, 
coordinated online attacks, 
manipulated social media 
trends and threats to pub-
lish intimate images could 
be weaponised against 
female politicians, journal-
ists and other women in 
public life ahead of the elec-
tions. 
  The experts spoke at a 
media engagement yester-
day involving digital rights 
organisations, including 
Digital Africa Research and 
Safety Lab (DigiAfrica Lab), 
TechHer, and DigiCivic 
Initiative,on online safety, 
civic participation and 
emerging digital threats 
ahead of the 2027 general 
elections. 
 

From Lawrence Njoku, Enugu 

By Chinedum Uwaegbulam 

Private sector credit 
falls N537.6b in Sept 
despite 15.7% growth 
By Tobi Awodipe 

BANK of Industry (BoI) dis-
bursed a record 

N644.9bn to businesses in 
2025, representing a 26 per 
cent increase over the previ-
ous year, as it targets a sharp 
expansion in yearly lending 
to drive manufacturing, 
small business growth and 
job creation. 
  The bank’s Managing 
Director, Dr Olasupo Olusi, 
disclosed this yesterday 
while reviewing progress 
under its 2025–2027 corpo-
rate strategy, saying the insti-
tution supported 12,501 busi-
nesses and created or sus-
tained an estimated 1.68 mil-
lion jobs during the year. He 
revealed that the manufac-
turing sector was the largest 
beneficiary, absorbing most 
of the funds disbursed so far. 
  According to the bank’s 2025 
Development Impact Report, 
the disbursement was its 
highest yearly financing vol-
ume at the time, reflecting an 
intensified effort to provide 
long-term capital to enter-
prises operating in critical 
sectors of the economy. 

BoI disburses N644.9b, 
targets N1.35tr lending 
by 2027 

As Oyedele presents Nigeria’s  
economic transformation agenda 

From Sodiq Omolaoye, Abuja 

ful at the expense of the leg-
islature and judiciary, warn-
ing that such an imbalance 
was dangerous to democrat-
ic governance. 
  According to him, the delib-
erate weakening of the 
other arms of government 
sends the wrong message to 
citizens that the executive is 
the ultimate authority, 
while the legislature and 
judiciary are merely expect-
ed to endorse its decisions. 
  The jurist also expressed 
concern over the resurgence 
of military governments in 
West Africa, noting that 
Burkina Faso, Guinea, Mali 
and Niger were currently 

under military rule. 
  He questioned whether the 
development was a sign of 
renewed military ambition 
or reflected widespread frus-
tration with the perfor-
mance of civilian adminis-
trations. 
  Nnamani also highlighted 
the challenges facing judges 
as terrorism, banditry and 
kidnapping for ransom con-
tinue to threaten the region, 
noting that courts are 
increasingly handling cases 
involving extreme violence 
and powerful economic and 
political interests. 

By Tobi Awodipe  

As new report outlines options to contain temperature spike 

By Quadri Wahab 

Backs 12,501 businesses, sup-
ports 1.68m jobs 

By Isaac Chibuife 

Online violence may 
silence women in 2027 
elections, experts warn  
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THE Edo State Government 
has demolished two 

buildings in Uromi and Ewatto 
over allegations that they were 
used for organ harvesting and 
cult-related activities. 
   The demolitions were carried 
out by security agencies led by 
the governor’s Principal 
Security Officer, Augustine 
Okoh, according to a 
statement by the Chief Press 
Secretary to Governor Monday 
Okpebholo, Dr Patrick Ebojele. 
   The operation involved the 
Edo State Security Corps, the 
Nigeria Police Force and other 
security agencies. 
   One of the demolished 
properties was a bungalow 
and boys’ quarters belonging 
to a 40-year-old man, Ebhata 
Eromosele, at Uwalor-Oke in 
Uromi, Esan North-East Local 

Council. 
   The statement alleged that 
Eromosele used the property 
for ritual activities and organ 
harvesting involving three 
young women. One of the 
victims, a pregnant woman, 
reportedly died, while another, 
who was hospitalised, has 
been discharged. The third 
victim is receiving treatment at 
an undisclosed hospital in 
Esan Central Senatorial District. 
   The government said a body 
found lifeless after an alleged 
killing was traced to the 
bungalow by the Edo State 
Security Corps. A subsequent 
search reportedly uncovered a 
bloodstained bedspread and 
other items suspected to be 
evidence of ritual activities. 
   Ebojele said Eromosele had 
been arrested in connection 
with the alleged crimes, 
adding that the demolition 

was intended to deter others 
from engaging in similar 
activities. 
  The government also 
demolished a property at Idi-
Negbon Eguare in Ewatto, 
Esan South-East Local Council, 
allegedly used for cult-related 

From Joseph Kanjo, Benin activities. 
  Coordinator of the Edo State 
Special Security Squad, 
Amiolemen Idemudia, said 
the property belonged to 
Bright Ejetuwamen, whom 
he accused of being at the 
forefront of cult clashes that 

Edo demolishes buildings linked to alleged organ harvesting, cult activities 

THE Rivers State Police 
Command has confirmed a 

boat incident in Kula 
Kingdom, Akuku-Toru Local 
Council, amid reports that 10 
people died. 
  Community leaders have also 
called for an investigation into 
the circumstances surrounding 
the tragedy. 
   The police spokesperson, 
ASP Agabe Blessing Kaborlo, 
said investigations were 

ongoing to establish the exact 
number of casualties and 
determine what led to the 
incident. 
   The incident reportedly 
occurred on Tuesday evening 
amid tensions over plans to 
retrieve the Anambra Basin 
FSO, a vessel owned by Max 
Shipping Services Limited, and 
a dispute over alleged oil 
pollution in the community. 

Community sources said 
some residents had opposed 
the vessel’s removal over 

concerns about the 
environmental impact of a 
reported oil spill, insisting that 
remediation and compensation 
issues be addressed. 
   Sukubo Sara-Igbe, a Kula 
indigene and President of the 
National Youth Council of 
Nigeria, alleged that six gunboats 
arrived in the area during the 
operation. 
He claimed that a boat conveying 
community members capsized 
during the confrontation, leaving 
several people feared dead. 
 
 
 

Police probe Rivers boat tragedy amid report of 10 deaths 
From Njadvara Musa (Maiduguri) 
and Godfrey Gabriel (Port 
Harcourt) 

LANDOWNERS under the 
Shangisha Landlords 

Association in Magodo, Lagos 
State, have expressed relief 
after the state government 
allocated land to them in a 
dispute that has dragged on 
for about four decades. 
  The landowners, who have 
been pursuing the case for 
years, welcomed the 
development as a significant 
step towards enforcing the 
Supreme Court’s judgment in 
their favour.  
  However, they urged the 

government to provide 
essential infrastructure, 
including access roads, to 
make the newly allocated 
land suitable for 
development and habitation. 
   Speaking after a meeting on 
the allocation, the 
association’s chairman, Chief 
Adebayo Adeyiga, said: “I am 
very joyful that I am alive. So 
many of us who started this 
case are no more. It is only 
their children who have been 
communicating. We are not 
going to say that because 
they have died, we should do 
away with the resources they 

laboured for when they were 
alive.” 
  He maintained that the 
affected landowners would 

accept the allocation despite 
concerns about the location 
and the resources required 
to make it habitable. 

Respite for Magodo landowners as Lagos allocates land 40 years after dispute 
By Yetunde Ayobami Ojo 

THE burnt-out diesel tanker 
lying beneath Otedola 

Bridge in Lagos has continued 
to pose a safety risk days after 
the fire incident, prompting 
renewed emergency 
operations by the Lagos State 
Emergency Management 
Agency (LASEMA). 
   The agency said its response 
team returned to the scene 
on Wednesday after receiving 
a distress call about a leaking 
pipe around the bridge, 
raising concerns about 
additional fuel spillage, a 
possible fire outbreak and 

environmental damage. 
   According to LASEMA, the call 
came through its Central 
Response Mechanism at 1.50 
p.m., prompting the 
immediate activation of the 
Tiger Response Team from the 
Command and Control Centre. 
The team arrived at the scene 10 
minutes later. 
   On arrival, the responders 
discovered that the burnt 
tanker from the earlier incident 
was still beneath the bridge, 
with its contents continuing to 
spill. The situation was further 
complicated by people 
attempting to scoop the 

leaking diesel, exposing 
themselves and other road 
users to the danger of a possible 
fire or explosion. 
  Working with the Lagos State 
Fire and Rescue Service, the 
emergency team immediately 
began blanketing operations to 
suppress flammable vapours 
and reduce the risk of the 
wreckage catching fire again. 
   The responders also 
cordoned off the affected area 
and dispersed those scooping 
fuel before handing over the 
scene to police officers for 
continued security 
surveillance. 

A Lagos woman, Mrs Faith 
Austin Akpomreta, has 

raised the alarm over the 
alleged arrest of her husband, 
Austin Akpomreta, by police 
operatives, expressing fears 
for his safety after losing 
contact with him. 
  Austin, legal adviser to the 
GTHomes Estate Residents 
Association in Lekki, was 
allegedly arrested on 
Wednesday by operatives of 
the Police Monitoring Unit 
from Abuja and taken to 
Elemoro Police Station before 
being moved to the airport, 

where his wife believes he was 
flown to Abuja. 
   Recounting the incident, she 
said her husband left home for 
work in the morning but 
called shortly after she had 
taken their children to school 
to report that he was in a 
frightening situation. 
   “They laid an ambush for him 
outside the estate gate. They 
double-crossed him with a 
tricycle and forcibly took him 
to Elemoro Police Station along 
the Lagos-Epe Expressway,” 
she said. 
   Akpomreta added that the 
last information she received 

indicated that her husband 
was at the airport with the 
operatives. 
   “I have not been able to 
reach him since then. I am 
scared. My husband has not 
committed any crime, and he 
should be freed,” she said, 
appealing for intervention to 
protect his fundamental 
rights. 
   The alleged arrest occurred 
while a fundamental rights 
enforcement suit involving 
Austin and four other 
applicants was pending 
before the Federal High Court, 
Lagos Division, Ikoyi. 
 

LASEMA warns of fresh danger from burnt tanker under Otedola Bridge 
By Bertram Nwannekanma 

THE High Court of the Fed-
eral Capital Territory (FCT), 

Abuja, has restrained the In-
spector-General of Police and 
other police authorities and 
officers from arresting, de-
taining, harassing, intimi-
dating or threatening Chief 
Francis Onyekachukwu over a 
commercial dispute between 
two companies. 

The court also ordered the 
immediate and unconditional 
return of a Sport Utility Vehi-
cle (SUV) belonging to 
Onyekachukwu’s wife, which 
was allegedly removed from 
his residence at No. 10A 
Thompson Avenue, Ikoyi, La-
gos, on September 22, 2026. 

Justice Yusuf  Halilu issued 
the orders on October 21, 2026, 
while granting an ex-parte 
application filed on October 12 
by Terka Aondo, SAN, on be-
half of Onyekachukwu and 
Niger Green Dredging Inter-
national Ltd. in suit number 
CV/4647/2026. 

The respondents include the 
Inspector-General of Police, 
Nigeria Police Force, Com-
missioner of Police, Lagos State 

Command, Police Service Com-
mission, Divisional Police Of-
ficer, Ikoyi Police Division, As-
sistant Inspector-General of 
Police, Chukwuma Ihebom, 
of the Force Criminal Investi-
gation Department (FCID), 
Abuja, and Superintendent of 
Police Elvis Ibe, also of the 
FCID. 

Others are Managing Direc-
tor of Royal Technergy Frontier 
Ltd., and the company. 

In his ruling, Justice Halilu re-
strained the first to seventh re-
spondents, including their of-
ficers, agents, servants and 
privies, from interfering with 
Onyekachukwu’s personal lib-
erty, dignity and freedom of 
movement in connection with 
the commercial transaction 
between Niger Green Dredg-
ing International Ltd. and Roy-
al Technergy Frontier Ltd. 

The judge also barred the po-
lice respondents from further 
invading, barricading, occu-
pying or interfering with the 
applicant’s residence or his 
peaceful possession and en-
joyment of the property pend-
ing the hearing and determi-
nation of the motion on notice. 

 
 
 

had disturbed the peace of 
the community. 
   Idemudia said the suspect 
had been apprehended and 
warned that the state 
government would not spare 
properties used as hideouts or 
for criminal activities. 

Orders return of wife’s SUV seized from Lagos residence 

  He said the governor had 
made it clear that his 
administration would not 
tolerate crimes of such nature 
and would continue efforts to 
make the state safe for 
residents.

Court restrains police from arresting 
businessman over civil dispute 

Wife raises alarm over husband’s arrest amid pending court case 

Edo oficials during the demolition… yesterday  

By Yetunde Ayobami Ojo 

The  land  located at Shangisha Magodo GRA phase 2. 

A 23-year-old awaiting trial 
inmate, Osita Thomas, has 

escaped from court premises 
in Auchi, Etsako West Local 
Government Area of Edo State, 
prompting the Nigerian 
Correctional Service (NCoS) 
to appeal to the public for 
information that could lead to 
his recapture. 
  Thomas, who is being held at 
the Medium Security 
Custodial Centre, Auchi, was 
reportedly taken to court last 
week for trial but was denied 
bail. Sources said he fled after 
the court sitting.  
  The correctional officer who 
escorted him and other 
inmates reportedly avoided 
pursuing him to prevent 
other inmates from escaping. 
  An official of the NCoS 
attributed the incident to a 
shortage of personnel, 
expressing concern that more 
than 1,000 officers of the 
service were expected to retire 
this year without plans to 
recruit replacements. 

23-year-old awaiting  
trial inmate escapes 
from Edo court 
From Joseph Kanjo, Benin 

Arrest six over phone theft, recover N5.65m in Borno 

By Bertram Nwannekanma 



FOR motorists in Lagos State, 
finding a place to park can 

mean more than securing a 
convenient space. In some ar-
eas, it also means dealing with 
people who demand money 
for roadside parking, leaving 
motorists uncertain about who 
has the authority to collect fees 
and whether the charges are le-
gitimate. 
  The practice presents a chal-
lenge for the Lagos State Park-
ing Authority (LASPA), which is 
preparing to introduce its pro-
posed regulated on-street park-
ing scheme to manage desig-
nated roadside spaces, regu-
late fee collection and improve 
compliance with parking rules. 
  During visits to Adeniyi Jones, 
Allen Avenue, Obafemi 

FRESH security concerns have 
emerged in Plateau State fol-

lowing the killing of a Nigeria 
Security and Civil Defence Corps 
(NSCDC) officer and the ab-
duction of a businessman in 
Pushit community, Mangu Lo-
cal Council, despite an ongoing 
dusk-to-dawn curfew. 
  The incident came amid com-
plaints by Muslim clerics in 
Barkin Ladi Local Council over 
alleged security threats, un-
lawful arrests and destruction 
of property, as the Miyetti Allah 
Cattle Breeders Association of 
Nigeria (MACBAN) called for 
an investigation into the killing 
of a herder and the alleged 
burning of Fulani homes by 
security personnel. 
 The NSCDC officer, identified as 
Deputy Superintendent Distu 

Garba Audu, popularly known 
as Tony, was reportedly shot 
dead at about 8:00 p.m. near his 
residence in Pushit. 
  According to a local activist, 
John Walshak, Audu was riding 
his motorcycle to buy meat at a 
local shop when he encoun-
tered the gunmen, who had 
earlier abducted a business-
man identified only as Gilbert. 
 Gilbert, a popular trader deal-
ing in fuel, cement and fertilis-
er, was reportedly being taken 
away by the attackers when 
the headlight of Audu’s mo-
torcycle exposed his presence. 
  The gunmen allegedly opened 
fire on the officer as they fled 
with their hostage. 
  As of press time, the where-
abouts of the abducted busi-
nessman remained unknown, 
while security agencies had yet 

to issue an official statement on 
the incident. 
 The attack has heightened anx-
iety in Mangu and other parts 
of the state, where authorities 
have imposed dusk-to-dawn 
curfews following recurring 
killings and attacks. 
 In a related development, five 

THE Abia State Police Com-
mand and the Nigerian 

Veterinary Medical Associa-
tion (NVMA), Abia State Chap-
ter, have explored areas of col-
laboration to curb quackery in 
veterinary practice, regulate 
animal movement and 
strengthen public health pro-
tection. 
   The partnership was dis-
cussed when the Commis-
sioner of Police, Abia State 
Command, Wilfred Olu-
tokunbo Afolabi, received the 
association’s delegation, led by 
its state chairman, Dr Jude 
Stephen. 
   The delegation visited the 
commissioner to welcome 
him to the state and com-
mend the command’s efforts 
to maintain security, particu-
larly through its community 
policing initiatives. 
   It also sought police collab-
oration in addressing con-
cerns such as the activities of 
unqualified veterinary prac-
titioners, the movement of 
animals across state and na-
tional borders, and public sen-
sitisation on animal health 
and safety. 
   The association warned that 
quackery in veterinary prac-
tice could endanger both an-
imal and human health, par-
ticularly when unqualified 
practitioners administer in-
appropriate or unsafe vac-
cines to animals. 
   It noted that the conse-
quences could extend to con-
sumers of affected animals 
and their products, raising 
concerns about food safety 
and public health. 
  The delegation stressed that 
protecting animal health was 
inseparable from safeguard-
ing human health, given the 
close links between animal 
welfare, safe food production 
and public wellbeing. 
  In his response, Afolabi wel-
comed the association’s ini-
tiative and assured its mem-
bers of the command’s will-
ingness to collaborate with 
relevant professional bodies 
and stakeholders to address 
the concerns. 
   

Lagos park-and-pay plan faces test as touts collect roadside fees 

cepting illicit consignments 
and enforcing laws governing 
the movement of goods across 
Nigeria’s borders. 
  According to him, Customs en-
forcement plays an important 
role in protecting lives, safe-
guarding public institutions 
and preventing criminal ele-
ments from exploiting impor-
tation channels to bring dan-
gerous or prohibited items into 
the country. 
 Ogunsan illustrated the deter-
rent effect of Customs opera-
tions with an account of a driv-
er who became apprehensive af-
ter spotting Customs officers on 
the road while travelling at high 

THE Lagos State Security Trust 
Fund (LSSTF) has called for 

sustained efforts to combat smug-
gling and transnational crime, 
stressing the importance of co-
operation among security and 
law enforcement agencies. 
  Executive Secretary/Chief Exec-
utive Officer of LSSTF, Dr Ayodele 
Ogunsan, made the call when 
the Comptroller of the Federal 
Operations Unit, Zone A, of the 
Nigeria Customs Service (NCS), 
Oladapo Olukayode Afeni, paid 
him a courtesy visit at the Fund’s 
office in Alausa, Ikeja, Lagos. 
   The meeting focused on 
strengthening cooperation be-

speed. 
  He said the presence of officers 
could discourage potential of-
fenders and encourage compli-
ance with the law, particularly 
where criminal networks sought 
to exploit weaknesses in en-
forcement. 
 Afeni thanked Ogunsan for the 
reception, describing the visit 
as an opportunity to build a 
stronger working relationship 
between the Customs and the 
LSSTF in pursuit of their shared 
security objectives. 
  He said that the Federal Opera-
tions Unit, Zone A, headquar-
tered in Lagos, was responsible 
for anti-smuggling operations 
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these communities. Unlawful 
arrest of our members without 
any cogent reason is the order 
of the day,” Yahaya said. 
   He alleged that members of 
their social media team, who 
documented and publicised 
their experiences, had been ar-
rested or threatened, while 
houses and other property were 
allegedly destroyed. 
 The Imams said they did not op-
pose lawful investigations or the 
legitimate duties of security 
agencies but called for impar-
tiality in the handling of secu-
rity matters, irrespective of eth-
nic or religious affiliation. 
  They also appealed for protec-
tion for their communities and 
places of worship during Ju-
ma’at prayers, an end to the al-
leged destruction of property 
and permission for cattle to 
graze. 
 

and enforcement across the 
South-West. 
 Afeni expressed optimism that 
closer cooperation between the 
two organisations would 
strengthen efforts to tackle 
crimes in Lagos and neighbour-
ing states. 
   “I believe we can synergise to en-
sure that Lagos State is free and, 
by extension, the entire South-
West is free of crimes,” he said. 
   He also commended the Comp-
troller-General of Customs, 
Bashir Adewale Adeniyi, for his 
leadership, noting that national 
priorities and border security 
remained central to the Service’s 
operations. 

From Isa Abdulsalami Ahovi, Jos Imams seek FG’s intervention over alleged arrests, killings, destruction of property  

By Ayonote Clement 

IGP Tunji Disu

By Glory Sunday 

By Bertram Nwannekanma  

Imams from Juma’at mosques in 
Dorowa-Babuje, Luggere and Jol 
communities in Barkin Ladi ap-
pealed to the state and federal 
governments to address what 
they described as growing se-
curity threats in their areas. 
  The clerics, identified as Imams 
Bashir Khamis, Salihu Muham-
mad, Idris Usman, Aliyu Mah-
mud and Yahaya, said the situa-
tion was becoming alarming 
and required urgent interven-
tion to prevent further deterio-
ration of peace. 
  The clerics, led by Imam Yahaya 
of the Luggere Juma’at Mosque, 
who spoke with journalists in Jos, 
alleged that members of their 
communities had suffered un-
lawful arrests, threats, destruc-
tion of property and killings. 
  “We are in difficult times in 

ture. 
  Their experiences illustrate 
why roadside parking remains 
common: convenience, limited 
spaces and the availability of al-
ternatives all influence mo-
torists’ decisions.  
 However, informal collections 
by people claiming control of 
roadside spaces add another 
layer of uncertainty. 
  An inter-state driver, Afisu 
Dada, said he had seen vehicles 
parked along roads leading to-
wards LASPA’s office at 36B 
Sasegbon Street, G.R.A., Ikeja, 
without apparent intervention 
by enforcement officials. 
 Drawing on his experience in 
Agboyi-Ketu and the Ikorodu 
axis, Dada said parking ap-
peared more organised in 
some locations where mo-

Awolowo Way, Ikeja Under-
Bridge and adjoining streets, 
The Guardian observed vehi-
cles parked along major roads, 
including locations where 
parking appeared poorly or-
ganised. 
  For motorists, the problem 
goes beyond finding a space. 
Where people demand pay-
ment for parking, it may be dif-
ficult to establish whether they 
are authorised agents or simply 
exploiting the absence of clear 
arrangements. 
  Helen Samuel, who works 
along Adeniyi Jones, Ikeja, said 
her workplace’s parking space 
could not accommodate all 
staff members, forcing some to 
consider roadside parking. 
   She believes better public 
awareness of parking regula-
tions could encourage com-

pliance, although she ac-
knowledged that not every mo-
torist would follow the rules. 
  Chika Nyesom, who occa-
sionally visits the Ikeja Under-
Bridge area to shop, said road-
side parking had been con-

venient. 
   She admitted that she had not 
given much thought to using 
designated parking facilities 
before leaving her vehicle by 
the roadside, but said she 
would consider doing so in fu-

LSSTF, Customs urge stronger collaboration against smuggling, crime 

Plateau Insecurity: Gunmen kill NSCDC officer, abduct businessman despite curfew Police, veterinary 
association partner to 
tackle quackery, regulate 
animal movement 

Parked vehicles occupying sections of Awolowo Road, Ikeja..yesterday. 
        PHOTO: GLORY SUNDAY 

torists who parked illegally 
risked having their vehicles 
towed and being made to an-
swer to the local council. 
   He believes consistent en-
forcement could discourage 
indiscriminate parking and 
improve access to homes and 
businesses. 
   However, the specific en-
forcement arrangements he 
described in Agboyi-Ketu were 
not independently verified dur-
ing the investigation. 
  LASPA has been working to-
wards a more structured ap-
proach to roadside parking for 
several years. In January 2024, 
the authority reported identi-
fying more than 20,000 set-
backs suitable for parking 
across Lagos State, with over 
13,000 already in use.  

tween the two organisations to 
support security operations in La-
gos and the wider South-West. 
   Ogunsan welcomed the pro-
posed partnership, expressing 
the Fund’s readiness to explore ar-
eas of mutual interest with the 
NCS, particularly in providing 
equipment, logistics and other in-
stitutional support to strengthen 
security operations. 
  “There are a lot of things we 
could do together,” he said. 
  He noted that security efforts ex-
tended beyond conventional 
policing and military operations 
to include the work of agencies re-
sponsible for preventing the en-
try of prohibited goods, inter-
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Towards sustainable border reforms 
UNTIL recently, Nigeria’s borders 

have long been where the coun-
try’s administrative weaknesses are 
most visible: queues at passport 
offices, opaque visa decisions, touts at 
airport terminals, and security agen-
cies struggling to identify who enters 
or leaves the country. Hence, the deci-
sion to extend Comptroller-General 
Kemi Nanna Nandap’s tenure, along-
side that of Nigerian Correctional 
Service Controller-General Sylvester 
Nwakuche, is more than a routine 
official decision. It is a decision about 
whether to let a reform agenda 
already reshaping immigration, trav-
el and border security mature. 
President Bola Tinubu approved the 
extensions on the recommendation 
of Interior Minister, Dr Olubunmi 
Tunji-Ojo, with Nandap now serving 
until June 30, 2028 and Nwakuche 
until May 26, 2028. 
  The Presidency argued that the 
extensions were intended to address 
succession gaps and give the relevant 
boards time to appoint successors, 
while commending both chiefs for 
reforms achieved under their leader-
ship. For the Nigeria Immigration 
Service, however, the deeper issue is 
not merely administrative continu-
ity. The question is whether Nigeria 
can turn its promising digital 
reforms into durable institutions 
that are secure, commercially useful, 
and resistant to the corruption that 
once defined too many travellers’ 
experiences.  
 When Nandap was confirmed as 
Comptroller-General in March 2024, 
she inherited an institution whose 
public credibility had been badly 
eroded. Passport scarcity, prolonged 
delays and informal payments had 
made ordinary services feel like privi-
leges rather than rights. Her response 
has focused on reducing discre-
tionary human contact in high-risk 
processes: online applications, con-
tactless processing, decentralised 
change-of-data services and 
improved passport availability.  
  These reforms matter. A Nigerian stu-
dent renewing a passport abroad, a 
businessperson seeking a visa, or a 
family travelling through Nigerian 
airports does not experience policy as 
a communiqué. They experience it as 
waiting time, predictability, cost and 
dignity. By moving key services online 
and reducing face-to-face interfer-
ence, the Service has begun to shift 
the incentive structure away from 
rent-seeking and towards service 
delivery. 
  The e-visa regime, operational from 
May 1, 2025, is perhaps the clearest 
example. Within its first six weeks, 
the Federal Government reported 
more than 14,000 applications pro-
cessed through the system. The signif-
icance is not only the volume. It is 
that Nigeria has begun to make entry 
decisions more rules-based, auditable 
and accessible to visitors, investors 
and members of the diaspora who 
previously had to navigate uncertain 
physical processes. 
   Border reform is often presented as 
a choice between openness and secu-
rity. Nigeria’s recent experience sug-
gests a more useful framing: poorly 

managed borders produce both insecu-
rity and economic loss, while well-man-
aged borders can improve both. 
   The deployment of Advance Passenger 
Information and Passenger Name 
Record (API/PNR) systems gives immi-
gration authorities the ability to receive 
and analyse passenger data before trav-
ellers arrive. By late January 2025, the 
system had flagged 97 persons of inter-
est. The value of such technology lies in 
prevention: identifying risk earlier, tar-
geting scrutiny more intelligently, and 
allowing legitimate travellers to move 
with less friction. 
  The NIS has also invested in training 
personnel on API/PNR data analytics and 
global passenger-data standards, an 
essential complement to the technology 
itself. Systems do not secure borders; 
trained, accountable people operating 
credible systems do. The Service’s more 
recent airport overhaul, including auto-
mated e-gates, biometric surveillance, 
passenger profiling and queue-manage-
ment reforms, points in the same direc-
tion. 
   The central test, however, is implemen-
tation. Biometric gates and surveillance 
tools can reduce opportunities for extor-
tion, but they can also create new risks if 
data protection is weak, oversight is 
thin, or technical failures are met with 
improvisation. Nigeria must therefore 
pair digital border control with clear 
privacy safeguards, independent audit, 
transparent complaint mechanisms 
and consequences for abuse. A modern 
border should not simply replace 
human discretion with opaque algo-
rithms. 
   Immigration reform is economic poli-
cy. Every unnecessary delay at an airport, 
every unclear visa requirement and 
every informal payment raises the cost 
of doing business in Nigeria. For a coun-
try seeking investment, tourism, aca-
demic exchange and stronger diaspora 
engagement, predictable traveller pro-
cessing is not a cosmetic issue. 
   The e-visa and contactless passport sys-
tems can help Nigeria compete more 
credibly for global mobility. So can the 
introduction of electronic landing and 
exit cards, electronic CERPAC and tempo-
rary work permits, which reduce the 
need for physical visits to immigration 
offices. These measures make Nigeria 
easier to enter legally, while preserving 
the state’s ability to screen, track and 
enforce its immigration laws. 
   But technology alone will not deliver 
competitiveness. Nigeria must ensure 
that online systems are reliable, inclu-
sive and affordable. Applicants without 
strong internet access, diaspora appli-
cants facing payment barriers, and trav-
ellers with unusual documentation 
needs must not be pushed into a new 
layer of frustration. The measure of 
reform is not the launch event; it is 
whether the system works consistently 
at 2 a.m., during peak travel seasons and 
in remote passport offices. 
   Nigeria’s border reforms cannot be 
understood in isolation from West 
Africa. Nandap’s emergence as chairper-
son of the ECOWAS Heads of 
Immigration Forum placed Nigeria at 
the centre of regional efforts to mod-
ernise mobility while managing shared 
security threats. 
   The ECOWAS National Biometric 

Identity Card, intended to replace the 
ECOWAS travel certificate and residence 
permit, is particularly important. It 
aims to simplify movement and resi-
dence rights for community citizens 
while strengthening identity verifica-
tion across member states. For Nigeria, 
regional cooperation is not optional.    
Trafficking networks, irregular migra-
tion, counterfeit documents, arms 
flows and insecurity in the Sahel do not 
respect national boundaries. 
   Nigeria’s leadership should therefore 
be judged not only by domestic digiti-
sation, but by its ability to promote 
interoperable standards, data-sharing 
protocols and mutual trust among 
ECOWAS states. A border that is digitally 
advanced but regionally disconnected 
will remain porous in the ways that 
matter most. 
 Supporters of Nandap’s extension 
argue that reforms of this scale require 
time. That argument has merit. The 
planned biometric Single Travel 
Emergency Passport, further passport 
and visa upgrades, and the expansion 
of contactless solutions are not one-off 
projects; they require procurement dis-
cipline, staff retraining, maintenance 
budgets and political protection from 
reversal. 
 Yet continuity must not become immu-
nity from scrutiny. The honest measure 
of the extension will be whether the NIS 
publishes measurable performance 
data: average passport processing 
times, e-visa approval timelines, com-
plaint resolution rates, corruption 
cases investigated, border interception 
outcomes and system downtime. 
Public institutions earn trust not by 
announcing reforms but by allowing 
citizens to verify them. 
   There are also unresolved challenges 
that need special attention. Touts have 
not disappeared from every passport 
environment. Digital systems remain 
vulnerable to poor connectivity, insider 

abuse and weak enforcement. And 
modernisation must not become a 
pretext for excluding citizens who can-
not navigate digital platforms. These 
are not reasons to halt reform; they are 
reasons to supervise it rigorously. 
  Tunji-Ojo’s role deserves recognition 
because institutional reform requires 
political cover. A minister who insists 
that visas should not depend on per-
sonal connections, and who supports 
automation as a tool for both security 
and convenience, has helped create 
the policy space in which the NIS can 
act. But ministers, like comptrollers-
general, should be assessed by out-
comes rather than announcements. 
 Nandap’s extension is best under-
stood as a conditional investment. The 
President has given the Service time to 
consolidate gains; citizens should 
expect visible returns. Those returns 
should include shorter and more pre-
dictable passport queues, fewer infor-
mal payments, faster visa decisions, 
safer airports, stronger data protec-
tion and deeper ECOWAS cooperation. 
   Nigeria does not just need a tougher 
border regime. It needs one that is 
smarter: able to welcome legitimate 
travellers, facilitate trade and invest-
ment, protect citizens, and deny crimi-
nals the anonymity on which they 
depend. The reforms since 2024 have 
moved Nigeria closer to that ideal. The 
next 18 months must prove that the 
progress is structural, not episodic, 
especially in the light of the Ebola 
scare and the need to protect the 
nation’s major port of entry for pas-
sengers. 
  If the NIS sustains transparency, 
invests in its people and treats technol-
ogy as a public good rather than a pres-
tige project, Nigeria’s borders can 
become what they should always have 
been: gateways of opportunity, guard-
ed with competence and administered 
with integrity. 
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By Austine Ihonor  

Why Delta’s contributory retirees cannot wait past the May batch

FOR 35 years, they were the silent engine of Delta State. 
They taught the children, managed the hospitals, and 

kept the machinery of the civil service moving. Today, how-
ever, many of these same senior citizens find themselves 
spending their retirement waiting anxiously for a phone 
call or a name to appear in a newspaper layout.   Behind the 
cold financial ledgers of the Contributory Pension Scheme 
(CPS) lies a deeply human crisis of aging men and women 
caught in a slow-moving bureaucratic web. 
  The most glaring evidence of this agonisingly slow pace is 
the current silence surrounding the payment schedule. 
While the Delta State Bureau for State Pensions made head-
lines in May 2026 by commencing the collection of certifi-
cates for the second batch of retirees, the system has since 
fallen quiet. Months have passed, and thousands of senior 
citizens slated for the third and fourth batches are com-
pletely in the dark. 
  For a retiree, a multi-month gap between batches isn’t just 
an administrative delay—it is a period of intense economic 
vulnerability. In a country navigating severe inflation, food 
insecurity, and skyrocketing medical costs, leaving retirees 
without a clear timeline for successive batches erodes the 
goodwill Governor Oborevwori earned with his initial N10 
billion allocation.  
  The Association of Contributory Retirees (ACR) and the 
broader public are left asking: why has the momentum 
stalled since May? If the money is there, the execution must 
match the urgency of the elderly. 
 Oborevwori and Sir Eddy Ogidi-Gbegbaje 
It is impossible to discuss the current state of pensions in 
Delta without acknowledging the immense political will of 
Governor Sheriff Oborevwori. Inheriting a staggering 
mountain of pension liabilities that predated his adminis-
tration, the governor chose not to look the other way. Under 
his MORE Agenda, Governor Oborevwori made headlines 
by approving the immediate release of N10 billion specifi-
cally targeted at clearing outstanding pension backlogs 

and harmonised benefits. 
  Crucially, implementing this directive has fallen squarely 
on the shoulders of the Bureau for State Pensions, meticu-
lously headed by Sir Eddy Ogidi-Gbegbaje. The Bureau de-
serves immense commendation for its tireless efforts in 
auditing, sorting, and structuring a highly fragmented 
database of inherited liabilities.    
  Under Ogidi-Gbegbaje’s focused leadership, the Bureau 
successfully rolled out the first and second batches with 
strict administrative transparency, ensuring that the ini-
tial wave of funds went directly into the hands of verifiable 
senior citizens without disappearing into bureaucratic 
voids.                                       
  Yet, while the funds are approved and the Bureau’s ad-
ministrative machinery is intact, the physical reality on the 
streets of Asaba, Warri, and Ughelli tells a different story. 
The process of translating government approvals into cash 
in a retiree’s bank account remains frustratingly slow. 
  Take the case of Pa Anthony, a retired school principal who 
gave his youth to shaping Delta’s future leaders. “We read 
about the billions in the news, and we thank the governor 
and the Bureau,” he says, his voice strained with emotion. 
“But my health is failing now. I cannot eat the headlines. 
The harmoniSation arrears I am owed are stuck in verifica-
tion loops while the price of my heart medication triples 
every month.” 
  Official explanations often point to regulatory compli-
ance, technological migrations on the National Pension 
Commission (PenCom) 
 But to a 70-year-old grandmother who needs her money 
today, “regulatory bureaucracy” feels like an excuse for in-
stitutional cruelty. 
  This is where the Bureau for State Pensions must dig 
deeper—not just as fiscal managers, but as leaders of com-
passion. The need to fast-track the payment of the backlog 
of harmonised pension arrears for contributory pension 
retirees cannot be overemphasised. Time is a luxury these 
senior citizens simply do not have. 
  While we appreciate the Bureau’s insistence on a thor-

ough and transparent process to avoid fraud, conventional 
bureaucratic timelines are a luxury for the young, but a 
death sentence for the vulnerable.  
  We urgently urge Ogidi-Gbegbaje and his team to deploy 
the same administrative efficiency they used in the initial 
rollout to break the current logjam holding back the third 
and fourth batches. 
  The Bureau must act on the following critical adjustments 
to accelerate relief: 
 It must break its silence and release a definitive schedule 
for the verification and payment of the third, fourth, and 
subsequent batches to restore transparency. 
 It should shift from cumbersome, centralised verification 
queues in Asaba. Deploy mobile pension verification teams 
to local government areas or utilise basic, secure digital ver-
ification apps so elderly retirees do not have to travel long 
distances in poor health. 
  The Bureau should work more aggressively with the Gov-
ernor’s office to resolve the specific regulatory roadblocks 
sitting between the State Bureau, the PenCom platform, 
and the Pension Fund Administrators (PFAs). 
  It should establish a fast-track emergency fund within the 
Bureau to immediately pay out harmonised backlogs to 
any verified retiree facing documented, life-threatening 
medical emergencies, bypassing the standard batch num-
bers. 
  Governor Oborevwori’s legacy and Ogidi-Gbegbaje’s ad-
ministrative record will ultimately be judged by how they 
treated those who can no longer work. 
  The approval of N10 billion was a triumph of governance, 
and the Bureau's transparent execution was a triumph of 
structure. Now, it is time for a triumph of empathy.  
By cutting through the red tape, breaking the post-May si-
lence, and aggressively fast-tracking the harmonised pen-
sion backlog, the state can ensure that Delta's elder 
statesmen do not just survive to see their money, but live 
long enough to enjoy the dignity they so richly deserve. 
Ihonor is a veteran journalist, senior citizen and media con-
sultant based in Delta State. 
 
 
 

LET me state from the outset one or two or 
three or more things about this composi-

tion I am composing on a rainy day that is a 
rainy day: The rain is raining rains where I 
am in a nameless riverine land that is not a 
nameless riverine land. The rain is raining 
and raging and raging and descending and 
descending. Lucky the Glitterer and unlucky 
the Glitterer at the same time! How is he 
sounding? Serious?   Humorous? Or both at 
the same time? I am digressing, writing a 
parenthesis, doing an aside…. And my one 
or two or three or more thoughts disappear 
as the rain rains and rages and lands me 
where I am now – on President Tinubu’s La-
gos-Calabar Coastal Highway Mr David 
Umahi is making in his make-believe world 
on our splendid president’s behalf. Oh! How 
our president believes the deception and ev-
ery deception of the engineer, his engineer 
the works minister who knows nothing 
about the terrain that is under his engineer-
ing view and spectacle. 
  President Tinubu’s coarse funnyman engi-
neer has said numerous times that the La-
gos-Calabar Coastal Highway has been 
re-designed to cut out the Ilaje areas in Ondo 
State and the Itsekiri territories in Delta State 
from the Coastal Highway because of the 
prohibitive cost it would take  to accommo-
date the Ilaje and Itsekiri respective regions 
in the original budget.   In other words, ac-
cording to President Tinubu’s crude engi-
neer-comedian, the Lagos-Calabar Coastal 
Highway has been re-designed. The new 
plan by-passes the Ilaje and Itsekiri territo-
ries entirely because incorporating them 
into the original design would be far too ex-
pensive. 
  Without mincing words, the Glitterer says 

openly here that this man called Engineer 
David Umahi, in addition to what has been 
stated above, must be a very dangerous en-
emy of Ilajes and Itsekiris. On Saturday, 19 
September, 2026 I accidentally went to Eko 
Atlantic City. I navigated it, if I must say so, 
via the Lagos-Coastal Highway. What a 
Coastal Highway I found appealing on ac-
count of what I am calling here its art and 
scope as displayed for all lovers of beautiful 
beauty to see and applaud. Yet this coastal 
highway of very high quality even in its cur-
rent state of incompleteness is what an en-
gineer of double standard wants to deny 
Ilajes and Itsekiris, whose homelands are 
homelands of oil wealth that is oil wealth. 
  I saw Dr Benson Enukomehin, a smart Ilaje 
lawyer, on TVC give what I hereby call his 
sermon on why Ilajes (and Itsekiris) more 
than deserve the coastal highway.  
  Dr Enukomehin, a major champion of his 
people, knows their terrain intoto as a thor-
ough Ilaje home-boy. He demolished Mr 
David Umahi’s contrived argument with re-
spect to the prohibitive cost it would take to 
incorporate Itsekiri and Ilaje territories in 
the budget. Lagos State, for example, as per 
its Atlantic City terrain is not in any way dif-
ferent from Ilaje and Itsekiri regions.   In 
fact, Ahmadu Bello Way, Victoria Island, La-
gos which is the beginning of the Lagos-Cal-
abar Coastal Highway in every respect 
shares a very similar coastal terrain with the 
Itsekiri and Ilaje homelands where the 
coastal highway was originally designed to 
pass through. And the catch? Lagos is not an 
oil-producing state – unlike Ondo and Delta 
States.    
  Besides, the Lagos-Calabar Coastal High-
way was meant for oil-producing coastal 
states that have for decades been politically 
discriminated against and economically de-

prived and robbed of their resources. The 
coastal highway that should and must re-
main coastal was expected to drag develop-
ment to the riverine communities in every 
conceivable and inconceivable way.   Itsekiri 
and Ilaje communities must no longer be 
victims of their robbers and oppressors. 
They must be free from all contriving. 
  These thoughts and more were part of the 
luxury of my questioning mind as I set no 
limit to the possible efforts, discoveries, and 
successes relating to the painted picture of 
the coastal highway meandering through 
the deprived oil-rich communities in a man-
ner best known to this patriotic composer 
and wholesome Itsekiri and Ilaje citizens. 
  Let it be said loud and clear: the Glitterer is 
reflecting deeply on a piece of art or a vision 
that represents the stark contrast between 
wealth and poverty in the Nigerian oil coast, 
a reality intimately understood by the locals 
and the creator. Unmistakably, he is in-
dulging in deep, unrestricted brainstorming 
and philosophical questioning about the fu-
ture. 
   The visual subject he and the wholesome 
Ilaje and Itsekiri citizens and champions of a 
supremely worthy cause are looking at and 
thinking about is a literal or metaphorical 
“painting” (the design, the “painted pic-
ture”) of a coastal highway – which runs 
through areas that are paradoxically oil-rich 
but deeply impoverished (“deprived oil-rich 
communities” in Ilaje and Itsekiri territo-
ries). 
  Will President Tinubu’s dean of roadless 
roads allow himself to be persuaded by the 
socio-economic inequality that abounds in 
our riverine communities which this social 
critique is drawing his attention to in the 
hope that it will nullify his negative attitude 
toward our people and Niger Delta denizens 

as a whole? Will this social critique help the 
seeming hater of Itsekiris and Ilajes to have 
a change of heart and show them patriotic 
love? Will our one and only frontline dean 
of Niger Delta Coastal Highway now love It-
sekiri and Ilaje peoples (indigenous ethnic 
groups of the Nigerian coastal oil regions), 
and demonstrate this love by his open ad-
mission that he now truly understands the 
complex reality of how infrastructure (the 
coastal highway) interacts with the ne-
glected local population – a reality inti-
mately understood by the locals and their 
champions he will now proudly be part of? 
 The Glitterer’s preliminary rhetorical 
thoughts on the Lagos-Calabar Coastal 
Highway should go a long way to re-illus-
trate his patriotic character and engineer-
ing feat and trait for the great benefit and 
betterment of our country. Our President 
and his appointee should re-speak their 
words to the advantage of Itsekiris and Ila-
jes.  
  Then his name shall adorn Itsekiri and Ilaje 
stories for a long, long time. As for President 
Tinubu, his name shall be in the reservoir of 
new Itsekiri and Ilaje folklore for near eter-
nity for giving geographical, infrastruc-
tural, political, commercial, economic, and 
moral justice to the oil-rich Itsekiri and Ilaje 
communities who earnestly want a com-
plete modern life devoid of complete illu-
sion. 
  These preliminary thoughts must end with 
the Glitterer’s outright mystical quotation 
to Itsekiris and Ilajes: “Have no fear for 
where there is darkness, there is also equal 
light. That is the law of balance”. You will 
need this mystical thought to put you in 
supremely good stead in the coming days. 
The law of balance never fails. 
Afejuku can be reached via 08055213059. 
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THE question is no longer whether governments should bor-
row, but how much they borrow, what the money is used for, 

and whether the resulting investments generate sufficient eco-
nomic growth and government revenue to service the debt. As 
Nigeria approaches another election cycle, insecurity, rising liv-
ing costs, economic hardship and fuel prices will dominate pub-
lic debate. Yet another issue deserves equal attention: the 
country’s growing debt burden. 
  These questions are particularly relevant when comparing the 
administrations of former President Muhammadu Buhari and 
President Bola Ahmed Tinubu. Buhari substantially increased 
Nigeria’s debt during his eight years in office, while Tinubu in-
herited that burden and has overseen a further rise in the 
recorded debt stock. However, understanding their respective 
borrowing records requires more than comparing headline fig-
ures. 
  When Buhari assumed office in 2015, Nigeria’s public debt was 
considerably lower than it is today. By December 2022, it had 
reached approximately N46.25 trillion, according to the Debt 
Management Office (DMO). The increase occurred amid signifi-
cant economic challenges, including falling oil prices, recession 
and the COVID-19 pandemic. These shocks weakened govern-
ment revenue and intensified pressure on public spending, mak-
ing borrowing an important source of financing. 
  These circumstances provide context for Buhari’s borrowing 
record, but they do not remove the need for accountability. De-
spite the economic challenges, questions remain about whether 
borrowed funds were invested efficiently in infrastructure, pro-
ductive capacity and other projects capable of generating last-
ing economic benefits. The central issue is not simply whether 
borrowing was justified, but whether it delivered sufficient value 
for money. 
The N22.7 trillion Ways and Means question 
A fair comparison between Buhari and Tinubu must account for 
the N22.7 trillion in Ways and Means advances from the Central 
Bank of Nigeria (CBN). 
  The DMO reported Nigeria’s total public debt at N87.38 trillion 
as of June 2023, shortly after Tinubu assumed office. This figure 
included N22.712 trillion in securitised Ways and Means ad-
vances, which were formally incorporated into the public debt 
stock. 
  This distinction is crucial. The increase from N46.25 trillion in 
December 2022 to N87.38 trillion in June 2023 cannot reasonably 
be treated entirely as fresh borrowing by Tinubu. A substantial 
portion represented an existing obligation accumulated before 
his administration and subsequently recognised in the official 
debt figures. 
  However, the fact that the liability was securitised under Tin-
ubu does not erase its origins from Buhari’s fiscal record. A fair as-
sessment must distinguish between the administration that 
accumulated an obligation and the administration under which 
it was formally incorporated into the reported debt stock. In-
herited liabilities should neither be misattributed nor ignored. 
Tinubu: reforms amid rising debt 
Tinubu inherited an economy grappling with many of the struc-
tural weaknesses that confronted Buhari, including low gov-
ernment revenue, fiscal deficits, rising debt-service obligations 
and distortions in the fuel and foreign-exchange markets. 
  His administration introduced major reforms, particularly the 

removal of the petrol subsidy and changes to foreign-exchange pol-
icy. These measures were intended to reduce fiscal distortions, im-
prove resource allocation and strengthen public finances. 
  However, the reforms have not eliminated the government's re-
liance on borrowing. According to the data released by the DMO for 
the second quarter of 2026, Nigeria’s total public debt stood at 
N166.79 trillion ($120.93 billion) as of June 30, 2026. This represents 
a 4.67 per cent increase from the N159.35 trillion recorded at the end 
of March 2026. As the DMO has yet to formally publish the official 
public debt figures for the third quarter of 2026, which ended on 
September 30, the Q2 figures remain the latest available official data. 
Nigeria’s total public debt increased by N79.41 trillion, representing 
a nominal increase of approximately 90.9 per cent between June 
2023 and June 30, 2026.  
  One thing that amused people, Tinubu administration generated 
a combined N157.786 trillion in oil and non-oil revenue from 2023 
to 2026 (up to the latest available reporting period in 2026). This 
comprises N52.956 trillion in oil revenue and N104.83 trillion in non-
oil revenue, covering the three full years from 2023 to 2025 and part 
of 2026. The key questions are straightforward: How much addi-
tional debt has the administration contracted? What has the money 
financed? How much has been repaid? And what economic bene-
fits have resulted? 
Who has borrowed more? 
The answer depends on what is being measured. On the basis of the 
cited figures, Nigeria’s recorded public debt increased by approxi-
mately N65.02 trillion between June 2023 and June 2025 under Tin-
ubu. Buhari, meanwhile, presided over a substantial expansion of 
public debt during his eight years in office. However, comparing the 
two administrations solely by the nominal increase in debt can be 
misleading. Their periods in office differed in duration, economic 
conditions and exchange rate circumstances. Changes in the treat-
ment of existing liabilities also complicate the comparison. 
  A definitive assessment would require consistent data covering net 
new borrowing, repayments, inherited obligations, debt restruc-
turing and exchange-rate effects across comparable periods. The 
available figures establish that Nigeria’s recorded debt burden rose 
substantially under both administrations. They do not, by them-
selves, establish which president contracted more fresh debt or 
which administration made more effective use of borrowed funds. 
  That distinction matters because borrowing is not inherently 
harmful. Governments can use debt to finance infrastructure, elec-
tricity, transport, education, healthcare and industrial development. 
When properly managed, these investments can improve produc-
tivity, stimulate economic activity and expand future government 
revenue. 
  The danger arises when borrowing repeatedly finances deficits 
without creating sufficient productive capacity to support repay-
ment. Nigerians should therefore look beyond political arguments 
over who borrowed more and ask a more fundamental question: 
What did the country get in return? 
Tinubu’s real test is revenue 
The sustainability of Nigeria’s debt depends not only on how much 
the government owes, but also on how much revenue it generates 
and how much of that revenue is consumed by debt servicing. 
A country with a strong and growing revenue base can sustain a 
larger debt burden than one with weak revenue and limited capac-
ity to meet its obligations. Nigeria’s historically low public revenue 
makes this challenge particularly serious. 
  Tinubu’s revenue reforms must, therefore, be assessed against 
measurable results. Higher revenue can reduce the need for bor-

Buhari, Tinubu and Nigeria’s debt surge: What the numbers really reveal 

By Leo Igwe 

rowing and improve the government's capacity to service existing 
obligations. However, increased revenue alone does not guaran-
tee fiscal sustainability if expenditure and debt continue to grow 
faster. 
  Claims about the administration’s oil and non-oil revenue per-
formance should also be supported by clearly identified official 
records. Reliable comparisons require consistent reporting peri-
ods and a clear distinction between gross collections, net govern-
ment receipts and revenue attributable to particular reforms. 
  Ultimately, the objective should be to establish whether revenue 
is growing sustainably, whether public expenditure is becoming 
more efficient and whether the government is reducing its de-
pendence on borrowing. 
  Revenue reforms cannot become a justification for unlimited 
debt accumulation. Nigerians deserve evidence that additional 
borrowing is creating productive assets and that government in-
come is growing sufficiently to meet future obligations. The same 
standard must apply to both administrations.  
The real test for both administrations 
Buhari governed through major economic shocks and responded 
to weak revenue with extensive borrowing. Tinubu inherited the 
resulting fiscal challenges and introduced reforms intended to ad-
dress some of their underlying causes, while continuing to rely on 
borrowing. 
  Their circumstances differed, but the fundamental test remains 
the same: Were borrowed funds properly accounted for and in-
vested productively? Did they improve infrastructure, expand eco-
nomic opportunities and strengthen government revenue? Were 
the resulting benefits sufficient to justify the financial obligations 
incurred? 
Nigeria cannot borrow its way out of a revenue problem indefi-
nitely. 
  A meaningful assessment of the country’s fiscal position must go 
beyond political slogans such as “Buhari borrowed more” or “Tin-
ubu borrowed more”. It must examine net new borrowing, debt-
service costs, debt-to-revenue and debt-to-GDP ratios, capital 
expenditure and the economic returns generated by publicly 
funded projects. 
  It must also establish whether completed projects are delivering 
their intended benefits and whether government revenue is grow-
ing fast enough to support the country’s debt obligations. 
  The available figures show that Nigeria’s public debt increased 
substantially under both Buhari and Tinubu. However, determin-
ing which administration undertook more fresh borrowing re-
quires a consistent comparison that accounts for inherited 
liabilities, securitisation, repayments and exchange-rate effects. 
  Ultimately, Nigeria’s creditors will focus on the country’s ability 
to repay, not the political party responsible for accumulating the 
debt. Nigerians should be equally concerned about whether pub-
lic borrowing is improving their lives and strengthening the econ-
omy. 
  The issue is not merely how much Nigeria owes, but whether the 
country can convert borrowed money into productive growth, 
stronger public revenue and a sustainable future. 
  The central takeaway is clear: Nigeria’s debt debate should move 
beyond partisan claims and headline figures. Both administra-
tions must be judged by the quality of their borrowing, the trans-
parency of their spending, the revenue generated and the tangible 
benefits delivered to citizens 
Dukawa wrote from Abuja and can be reached via: abbahy-
dukawa@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

THE Advocacy for Alleged Witches (AfAW) 
urges Nigerian state authorities to bring to 

justice those who allegedly abused and vio-
lated the rights of an elderly woman in Enugu, 
Southern Nigeria. In a video that circulated on 
social media and was forwarded to AfAW, a lo-
cal mob was seen parading a woman with 
some palm fronds in a community in Enugu. 
She was allegedly branded a witch. 
  On receiving the video. AfAW also contacted 
the police, state chapters of the National Hu-
man Rights Commission, the International 
Federation of Women Lawyers, journalists and 
civil society groups in Enugu, drawing atten-
tion to the video. AfAW also sent one of its re-
gional advocates to confirm the incident.  
  In his report, the advocate stated: “It all started 
with a disturbing video that was circulating 
online on Wednesday, October 7, 2026, 
wherein an old woman was being paraded 
around her community, with palm fronds tied 
all over her head, while she was forced to eat 
faeces and some were rubbed on her face too. 
Dr Leo Igwe of AfAW told me to proceed to the 
community.  
  Upon reaching the community, Amanfu, Ug-
bawka, Nkanu East LGA, on Thursday, October 
8, 2026, I headed straight to the Catholic 

Church behind Smart School, Ugbawka Campus, 
hoping to speak with the priest or anyone in 
charge. “Unfortunately, the priest wasn’t around, 
so they got the contact details of the catechist.  
  The catechist told me that the old woman was a 
member of Emmanuel Anglican Church, 
Amanfu. He politely asked me to go to the Angli-
can Church as they were in a better position to 
address my concerns. On my way to the Anglican 
Church, I met one Aunty Ugo who teaches at 
Comprehensive Secondary School, Ugbawka.  
  She narrated that the said old woman was seen 
pouring faeces on the grave of the late wife of her 
stepson, and when confronted, she ran to the 
church for safety, but the villagers followed her 
to the church and pleaded with the priest to re-
lease the woman to them. The priest tried to in-
tervene on behalf of the woman, but 
circumstances forced him to exonerate himself 
and his church from the allegations, stating that 
he didn’t teach his church members to act un-
ruly.”  
  Aunty Ugo further said that the old woman had 
long been accused of committing several other 
crimes in the community. Going further, I pro-
ceeded to Emmanuel Anglican Church, Amanfu, 
and met with the priest, Pastor Michael Chuk-
wunonso Ezeude. He narrated how the old 
woman was seen pouring faeces on the grave of 
the late wife of her stepson. The old woman was 

confronted, and she accepted the allegations and 
justified her actions by claiming that the late wife 
of her stepson kept visiting her in her dreams to 
torment her.  
  So the pouring of faeces on the grave was simply 
an act of ending the torments, and she didn’t 
have any bad intentions. Neither is she the killer 
of the late wife of her stepson.   He said that the 
old woman had been worshipping in his church 
when about 30 women from the community 
stormed the church and demanded that the 
woman be brought to face the laws of the com-
munity. All attempts to intervene were resisted, 
but that didn’t stop him from staying close to the 
old woman to witness whatever would happen. 
He ended up leaving the matter for the commu-
nity to handle, since it was tagged a communal 
issue”. 
  The advocate further recounted his visit and 
meeting with the accused woman: “I had equally 
visited the village youth Chairman, Mr Sunday, in 
his house, but he wasn’t around when I got there. 
I proceeded to the old woman’s house. At the 
house, she welcomed me warmly and narrated 
her own side of the story. Claiming that the late 
wife of her stepson had been visiting her in her 
dreams to torment her and that she actually ex-
creted and poured the faeces on the grave of the 
late wife of her stepson in a bid to stop further 
torments from the dead woman. Unfortunately, 

she was apprehended by villagers who accused 
her of killing the stepson’s late wife. She denied 
having a hand in the death. She showed me 
where she sustained injuries as a result of flog-
ging by the villagers she cried for justice to pre-
vail.”  
  The Advocacy for Alleged Witches condemned 
the abuse and maltreatment of this woman. 
AfAW is working with the NHRC, Ministry of Gen-
der, and the police to ensure justice. Enugu State 
authorities should take custody of this woman, 
take her to a hospital for some medical exami-
nation, and provide her some counseling, and re-
habilitation.  
 The authorities should arrest and prosecute 
those who mobbed and dehumanised her. The 
government should ensure that this revulsive 
act of gender-based violence is not allowed to 
happen again.  
 AfAW declares that people do not appear in 
dreams as believed. Dream experiences are not 
real; they are not prophetic or predictive experi-
ences, as churches and other religious bodies 
teach and preach. Dream encounters are wishes, 
fantasies, and imaginations that well up from 
the subconscious during sleep, Nigerians should 
abandon superstitions and superstition-based 
abuses. Nigerians should embrace science, rea-
son, and critical thinking. 
Igwe directs the Advocacy for Alleged Witches. 
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ments and, with all the gradations, even twelve. 
But the principal temperaments are four in num-
ber.” 
   When a cycle of life closes which may be called 
death, the knowledge of the temperaments helps 
relations and friends recognising its inevitability 
and in absorbing the pangs of pains that come 
with its definitiveness. The nation has witnessed 
the passing of prominent leaders here and there, 
within the last three weeks among them 
Professor Idowu Sobowale, veteran journalist and 
communication scholar of note; Dr. Patrick Dele 
Cole, scholar, newspaper administrator and 
diplomat; Dr. Emmanuel Uduaghan, former 
Governor of Delta State.  
   As I wrote this came the breaking news that Chief 
Reuben Fasoranti has departed earthly life. 
Professor Sobowale left at 85; Dr. Dele Cole at 86, 
Dr. Uduaghan at 71 and Chief Fasoranti, the 
national leader of the powerful and influential 
Yoruba socio-cultural and political organisation 
departed at 100.  
   The departed were men of eminence and influ-
ence held in high esteem for being role models in 
their respective 
area of responsibil-
ity, each deserving 
of befitting nation-
al conversation 
and truck-load 
bags of 
tributes.What is 
tribute if it is not 
looking back to 
catch legacies and 
shed light on what 
has made the 
departed iconic? 
Why are they our loved ones, some unforgettable 
in our hearts? 
   Dr. Richard Ikiebe, Adjunct Senior Fellow, School 
of Media and Communication, Pan-Atlantic 
University, and currently Chairman, Board of 
Directors, BusinessDay gives us what may be said is 
a hint.     
   He had long had an extensive interview with Dr. 
Patrick Dele Cole as part of a drive to record what 
he called contributions of media leaders in 
Nigeria. The interview is available in “Nigerian 
Media Leaders: Voices Beyond the 
Newsroom”published in 2013. Of course, Dr. Cole 
was my boss both at the Daily Times where he was 
Managing Director and The Guardian where he 
was Special Adviser. 
   Before his years at the Daily Times, Dr. Cole had 
been Visiting Professor, University of 
Pennsylvania, United States of America (1969-
1973); Fellow King’s College, Cambridge, England 
(1969-1973); Administrative Officer, Political 
Department, Cabinet Office, Lagos (1973-1976); 
Managing Director, Daily Times of Nigeria (1976-
1979); Special Adviser to The Guardian from 1980 
and years later, his last roll-call as Member, 
Editorial Board. He was Member, Presidential 
Panel on the History of Nigeria Since 
Independence; Member, Nigeria-U.S. Forum, Italy 
(1977); Nigeria-China Forum (1979); Nigerian 
Ambassador to Brazil (1987-1990); Deputy 
National Chairman (South-South), Peoples 
Democratic of Nigeria (1998-1999); Special Adviser 
on International Relations to the President (1999-
2001; Delegate to the United Nations and the 
Organisation of African Union (now African 
Union) 1976, 1989, 1989 and 1990); author of 
Modern Elites  in the Politics of Lagos; A Call on the 
Black World, Communities in Nigerian Foreign Policy. 
  In the interview, Dr. Cole was asked: You are a 
Cambridge-trained historian, how do you see the 
journey of the media to date? 
P.D.Cole: From the earliest days of British colonisa-
tion, I think six years or so, there were newspapers 
already in Nigeria, and they have continued to 
exist and be vibrant throughout our history. So, 
the history of journalism and Nigeria are cotermi-
nous. And from that early time, the job of the 
Nigerian Press has been to play a watchdog over 
British colonial government. There were a large 
number of ex-slaves –Brazilians, Sierra Leoneans, 
etc who could say: “Hey, what you cannot do in 
Britain. You cannot do here; if we are all British 
subjects, then we are subject to the same law. 
   For the educated Saro and Brazilian elite, being 
British citizens was important. They held up as it 
were, a mirror. They took pride in being British 
subjects, and therefore held the colonial govern-
ment to account for all it was doing here: British 
Administration was very economical; they didn’t 
want to spend that much money and they want-

ed to develop the colonies to pay for them-
selves while propping up home government 
by regular remittances. So, all the money went 
out, and a little came back. 
   Frankly, I don’t see too much of a difference 
between what happened then and what’s 
happening now. We were primarily regarded 
as producing countries, to produce things for 
the factories in Europe. The model was quite 
simple: colonies were to produce raw materi-
als for the industries in Britain. To do this, 
peace must prevail.   There was also a belief by 
the British colonialists that their administra-
tion was to be paid for by taxing the people, 
hence excise and customs duties, stamp 
duties, and a host of other regulations aimed 
at raising finance. The template of colonial-
ism has not changed. Africa is still a colony. 
The methods and terminologies may have 
changed but not the essence. To the West, 
Africa is a continent to be exploited for raw 
materials, including human; its wealth is to 
be developed, not for the benefit of its people 
but for the benefit of Europe and the West in 

general. It is this 
mentality that 
was responsible 
for the large-scale 
mining of miner-
al resources in 
South Africa, 
Congo Brazzaville, 
Zimbabwe (where 
Europeans also 
farmed and 
mined). In the 
20th and 21stcen-
turies, large parts 

of Africa were sold to Arab countries and to 
the West as an eventual food bank for the 
development of Arab countries. 
Question: One hundred and fifty years ago, did 
the media play a different role? Are they playing 
the role that they played then now?  
P. D. Cole: No, I don’t think that the media is 
awake to this kind of new interpretation 
because of its almost instant nature, so “news” 
is always a two-day wonder: the thing hap-
pens, you report it, send the message, com-
ment on it, and move on. What’s the next 
thing? The media has not been able to step 
back to say: ‘Hang on a minute, what is it that 
has changed?’ When you take structure that 
are formulated elsewhere and transpose 
them to our society and follow through 
almost automatically like a robot, when do we 
stop to consider the effects of the things we 
mimic, whether banking, insurance, or even 
our style of consumption. It becomes a little 
frightening and ironic, that the West has to 
preach to us today about breastfeeding, that 
shows you, for example, how far we have 
veered from our traditional culture. Today 
they have foundations which have come to 
teach Africans that say, “Look, my friend, the 
mother’s milk is still the best.” 
QUESTION: You were already in the Cabinet 
Office, and were among those Cambridge and 
Oxford graduates working with the military, the 
people they respected, obviously well educated 
but people with the guns were still those calling 
the shots. In the case of Daily Times, Obasanjo 
was said to have been misled, but by the time he 
came to realise it, the government couldn’t 
reverse itself. And so, you came in, how did you 
handle the military? 
  P. D. Cole: Okay, let us say there was a mistake 
in the intervention, in the sense that wrong 
information got to the military. But it was 
already done. I had two constituencies; I had 
the journalists who were noticeably nervous. 
‘Who is this guy who has come from nowhere 
to run this place? We don’t know him. And he 
is going to be listening to those guys from 
Dodan Barracks.’ So, first I had to try to gain 
the confidence of the journalists, and the only 
way to gain the confidence of anybody 
working with you is to be able to tell 
and show that you can protect 
him/her.  Hence the need 
for reassurance: ‘My 
friend, while I am 
here, I assure you 
that no jour-
nalist will be 
arrested; 
they will 
not close 

this place. Do your job and no one will ever call you 
and tell you what to write.’ I can’t remember one sin-
gle instance when I called somebody and said, “This 
is the way you are going to report.’’ They were profes-
sionals.  
  So, the idea was to bridge the two constituencies 
and to build a wall protecting the journalists. The 
journalists also went out and did the work. And for 
that, Nigeria responded by buying the newspaper. 
So we were at 350,000 copies a day, 600,000 copies 
on Sundays—heights which had never happened 
since. This was not because they were reading a gov-
ernment gazette; they were reading things about 
themselves which they believed. We also introduced 
many features; we brought the best writers that we 
could find. I went round bringing back people to 
Nigeria from overseas, because at that time I 
believed that the country needed the people. So not 
only bringing people into Daily Times, I brought 
them back to do other things. 
   For the military, I cannot tell you how many times 
they threatened to shoot and lock me up, and all 
that. But in the long run, I think they adopted the 
attitude of: ‘Look, leave him alone to run the newspa-
per, he is a crazy man, it is better we leave him alone 
to run the place than stir the pot further by trying to 
lock him up.’ They also had a problem, which I think 
we were able to solve. 
   Transition government is always difficult because 
you had to sell the transition. You had to sell the pro-
gramme; so how do you move from military to civil-
ians. And you know, there was friction within the 
military elite itself. And I think, (for want of a better 
word) self-preservation taught them that it was time 
to leave. Yes, they left because they had fulfilled their 
programmes and promises, but they knew that if 
they stayed in politics, they would continue to subdi-
vide and the idea of oneness in the military would 
dissolve with time, and that would be an anathema. 
In short, the military left to preserve its unity.” 
   It was not all smooth sailing for Dr. Cole. Exposed 
and connected as he was, after leaving the Daily 
Times he became jobless and homeless. Even though 
President Shehu Shagari would like him to keep his 
job as the MD, the community of government 
courtiers around him made staying unattractive. He 
left to get back to the civil service. The reception was 
cold. He left, and his dark days ensued. He soon 
found he had only N253 in his account and had to 
squat with a friend at 1004 Estate, Victoria Island, 
with a wife and six children, for two and a half years.  
  When Mr. Alex Ibru heard about his condition, he 
privately placed him on a monthly pay and present-
ed him a new car. How he bounced back is a story for 
another day. And also, tributes to my bosom friend 
that the world calls ID Noble—Professor Idowu 
Sobowale, the renowned Communication scholar. 
He exited earthly life, aged 85. 
  The Laws governing Creation are now infused with 
intensifying Light Pressure, awakening all that is in 
slumber, heating up and hastening things in our 
world and uni-
verse. 

 

 
 
 

The life and times of P.D. Cole 
TO all who may be discerning, we are indeed liv-

ing in unusual times, not just in our country, 
Nigeria but in nearly all parts of the world. There 
are protests even in relatively stable countries. 
There have been explosions with overturning of 
fuel tankers in Benin and the notorious Otedola 
Bridge in Lagos, long bitten by the bug and atten-
dant deaths.The spate of deaths can’t but be terri-
fying. Many loved ones departing, literally speak-
ing, in droves.  
   The incidents re-awaken what Funke Aboyade, 
lawyer and a one-time Law Pages Editor 
described movingly what she saw as slow darken-
ing in the horizon. In her words: “It is getting dark 
slowly.” As an illustration, of the Second Republic 
1979 class of governors none was alive when she 
made her observation in 2023. They had all 
departed earthly life.  
   In the distant past, when the death of a promi-
nent person occurred, it would be on the lips of 
many a man on the street for days and run in 
newspapers for not less than a month. If the 
deaths occurred through accidents, the report 
would run for much longer in what editors call 
follow-ups. What does autopsy report say? When 
will investigation into the cause be held? 
Following the investigation when will those cul-
pable be charged to court? Some say before they 
recover from the shock and perhaps attendant 
pains many other deaths have occurred in suc-
cession! Four eminent Nigerians have passed 
away within the past three weeks. 
   Every such exit reminds us of our own. When 
and how it will come, it is hard to say. Life begins 
in a cycle, the freshness of the body of a baby, fol-
lowed by charm of youths in the melancholy age 
bracket, the solidity and firmness that defines the 
age of action and the weathering folds and wrin-
kling of old age! Look at the grasses of the field 
and the trees of the forest. We are all creatures. 
The Law of Development drives the cycle. It 
brings about the period of flowering, and the 
period of fruit bearing, the years of a man’s full 
estate. Then the ensuing period when the phleg-
matic temperament takes hold, marked by calm, 
quiet and reflexion, then the cycle closes—death. 
The driving of the cycle helps us to understand 
the inevitability of an end for both man and 
plant; their cloaks being material going back to 
dust. “Dust thou art, and to dust shall thou 
return,” our clerics are wont to say. 
  However, we are made to note that in a storm 
both ripe and unripe fruits fall. In other words, 
much as we long for old age, it is not everyone 
that gets there. It bears also stating that when a 
person has fulfilled the purpose of his sojourn, he 
can be called away, otherwise what would he still 
be doing. In the limited knowledge of man, it will 
be said of him, even a child, that he left prema-
turely which is not necessarily always so.  
  Take for example, a soul sent on a helpful mission 
of bearing a certain radiation to open up the fal-
lopian tube of a childless woman, ridiculed for 
years as barren, what else should that soul wait 
doing after accomplishing the mission through 
being the first baby? He could leave almost 
immediately after the christening.    
   Imagine what such a woman overwhelmed by a 
sense of hopelessness would typically want to do 
to herself. But then after regaining her compo-
sure, with the tube cleared, she begins to have 
babies in succession! What does man know? 
What do we know? We must bow our spirits in 
worshipful adoration of our Maker and Lord for 
the Grace of His Omniscience. 
   We learn about Temperament from the match-
less Work, “In the Light of Truth” The Grail 
Message, by Abd-ru-shin as follows: 
   “As the physical body ages the blood composi-
tion also changes. Thus, when healthy blood 
changes through increasing age a correspond-
ing change of temperament occurs at the same 
time.  
   “Besides advancing age in the body, however, 
there are still other things that have an influence 
on the change in blood composition, such as the 
characteristics of different regions and every-
thing pertaining to them, i.e., the climate, the 
radiations of the stars, different kinds of nourish-
ment, and many other things as well. They all 
affect the temperament directly because they are 
part of the world of matter and therefore linked 
very closely with it.  
   “In general, one can distinguish between four 
basic temperaments in mankind—the sanguine, 
the melancholic, choleric and the phlegmatic—
and men themselves are described accordingly. 
In reality, however, there are seven tempera-

When a cycle of life closes which may 
be called death, the knowledge of the 

temperaments helps relations and 
friends recognising its inevitability and 

in absorbing the pangs of pains that 
come with its definitiveness. 

 

“

”

Cole
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NIGERIA's domestic petrol 
supply increased by 39 

per cent in August, but the 
country’s stock cover 
remained 7.1 days below the 
30-day benchmark, while all 
three Nigerian National 
Petroleum Company 
Limited (NNPCL) refineries 
were listed as not producing. 

    This is according to the lat-
est figures from the Nigerian 
Midstream and Downstream 
Petroleum Regulatory 
Authority (NMDPRA) August 
2026 factsheet released yes-
terday. It showed that domes-
tic petrol receipts rose from 
25.8 million litres per day in 
July to 35.9 million litres per 

meeting the regulatory 
benchmark as petrol stock 
sufficiency stood at 22.9 days, 
against the required 30 days, 
leaving a deficit of 7.1 days. 
   These expose a contrast in 
the country’s downstream 
petroleum market where 
domestic petrol receipts 
increased and imports 
declined, but national stocks 
remained below the pre-
scribed threshold, with the 
state-owned refineries still 

shut down. 
    The factsheet listed the Port 
Harcourt, Warri and Kaduna 
refineries under NNPCL as 
“Not producing,” underscor-
ing their continued absence 
from domestic refining out-
put in the period covered by 
the report.  
    Dangote Refinery across 
three major products pro-
duced an average of 41.94 mil-
lion litres of petrol per day, 
with domestic receipts of 

35.87 million litres per day, 
exports of 9.73 million litres 
per day and closing stock of 
360.4 million litres as of 
August 31, 2026. 
   For automotive gas oil, com-
monly known as diesel, the 
refinery recorded production 
of 18.01 million litres per day, 
domestic receipts of 12.37 mil-
lion litres per day, exports of 
8.75 million litres per day and 
closing stock of 137.2 million 
litres.  

day in August, while imports 
fell from 19.7 million litres per 
day to 14.6 million litres per 
day.   
    Over the same period, 
Dangote Refinery recorded 
average capacity utilisation of 
105.21 per cent, producing 
41.94 million litres of petrol 
daily.  
    However, the increase in 
domestic receipts did not 
translate into stock levels 

Nigeria’s petrol supply up 39%, imports fall as Dangote hits 105% capacity 

NIGERIA’s non-oil exports 
reached N12.36 trillion 

in 2025, with shipments to 
more than 120 countries, as 
the Federal Government 
stepped up efforts to diversi-
fy exports and strengthen 
domestic production. 
  The Federal Ministry of 
Industry, Trade and 
Investment disclosed this in 
a media update yesterday, 
adding that non-oil prod-
ucts accounted for 14.5 per 
cent of total exports in 2025, 
up from 11.7 per cent in 2024. 
  The number of distinct non-
oil products exported also 
rose to 281 from 246, while 
Nigeria’s intra-African trade 
increased by 21 per cent. The 
number of certificates of ori-

gin issued under the African 
Continental Free Trade Area 
(AfCFTA) grew by 500 per 
cent during the period. 
   Despite the gains in exports, 
manufacturing and trade 
made a smaller combined 
contribution to Nigeria’s 
economic growth in 2025 
than in the previous year. 
   According to the ministry, 
the two sectors contributed 
0.43 percentage points to 
real gross domestic product 
(GDP) growth of 3.87 per cent 
in 2025, down from 0.46 per-
centage points in 2024, 
when the economy grew by 
3.38 per cent. 
   Trade contributed 0.31 per-
centage points, compared 
with 0.35 percentage points 
in 2024, while manufactur-

ing’s contribution increased 
to 0.12 percentage points 
from 0.10 percentage points. 
Manufacturing grew by 1.41 
per cent in 2025, up from 1.2 
per cent in 2024, while trade 
growth slowed to 1.77 per 
cent from 1.97 per cent. 
  The ministry said foreign 
direct investment (FDI) 
inflows improved to $920 
million in 2025 from $680 
million in 2024. Total capi-
tal importation rose to 
$23.22 billion from $12.32 bil-
lion, although the ministry 
acknowledged that direct 
investment remained mod-
est. 
    It also reported stronger 
manufacturing perform-
ance in the first quarter of 
2026, when the sector grew 

by 3.29 per cent. Cement 
production expanded by 
11.53 per cent, pharmaceuti-
cals by 6.15 per cent, auto-
motive assembly by 5.44 per 
cent, and food, beverage 
and tobacco by 4.10 per cent. 
   Vehicle assembly increased 
by 40.6 per cent in 2025, 
while cassava starch pro-
duction rose by 474.74 per 
cent and light electronics 
production by 16.67 per 
cent. 
   To deepen domestic value 
addition, the ministry is 
developing a framework to 
guide the allocation of shea 
nuts to local processors 
before any surplus is export-
ed. The current ban on raw 
shea nut exports expires on 
February 25, 2027. 

Head Corporate Banking, Union Bank of Nigeria, Ali Kadiri (left); Executive Director, Corporate Bank and Business Banking - Lagos and 
Southwest, Taiwo Shote; Chief Financial Officer, Renaissance Africa Energy, Olusegun Banwo and Managing Director/Chief Executive Officer, 
Renaissance Africa Energy, Tony Attah during the Bank’s signing of the Memorandum of Understanding for the Vendor Financing Scheme with 
Renaissance Africa Energy Limited held at the Lagos Continental Hotel, Victoria Island, Lagos. 

Nigeria, China seek better cross-border  
payments as CBN engages businesses 

THE Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN) is seeking stronger 

banking links and more efficient 
cross-border payment arrange-
ments with China to facilitate 
trade, investment, and financial 
flows between the two 
economies. 
   The CBN convened a high-level 
business and financial round-
table in Beijing, where Nigerian 
and Chinese business leaders 
identified practical challenges 
affecting financial transactions 
and explored ways to improve 
access to banking and invest-
ment services across both mar-
kets. 
   The meeting, held at the Pan 
Pacific Beijing, under the theme: 
“Strengthening the Nigeria–
China Financial Corridor,” 
brought together financial and 
business stakeholders to exam-
ine how stronger financial con-
nectivity could support commer-
cial activities between the two 
countries. 
    CBN Governor, Olayemi 
Cardoso, said direct engagement 
with businesses was important 
to understand the opportunities 
and constraints affecting finan-
cial transactions between 
Nigeria and China, particularly 
as the Bank seeks to deepen the 
country’s financial markets. 
   Discussions focused on the need 
for more efficient cross-border 
payment systems, stronger 
banking relationships, and the 
potential benefits of expanding 
Nigerian banks' presence in 
China. 
    Participants also examined 
broader opportunities to facili-

tate financial flows and improve 
access to financial services and 
investment opportunities in 
Nigeria. 
    Deputy Governor for Economic 
Policy at the CBN, Philip Ikeazor, 
delivered the opening remarks, 
outlining the objectives of the 
engagement and the impor-
tance of translating improve-
ments in Nigeria’s macroeco-
nomic fundamentals into 
increased investment and deep-
er financial markets. 
    Nigeria’s Ambassador to China, 
Lt. Gen. Abdulrahman Bello 
Dambazau (rtd), also addressed 
the gathering. 
    Other speakers included the 
Chairperson of Blue Diamond 
Group, Festus Mbisiogu, and the 
Chairperson of CIG Motors, Chief 
Diana Chen, who provided per-
spectives on the experiences of 
businesses operating across the 
Nigeria–China corridor. 
   An interactive listening session 
formed a central part of the meet-
ing, allowing participants to 
share firsthand accounts of the 
difficulties encountered in con-
ducting transactions between 
the two countries and suggest 
areas for improvement. 
   The roundtable also featured a 
presentation on Nigeria’s eco-
nomic reforms, improved 
macroeconomic fundamentals 
and emerging investment 
opportunities in its financial 
markets. 
    Cardoso, in his closing reflec-
tions, stressed the importance of 
using the feedback from busi-
nesses to identify financial and 
institutional issues requiring fur-
ther attention. 

By Isaac Chibuife 

Nuhu, Demuren to attend SAPTCO  
lecture on African aviation market 

FORMER Director-General, 
Civil Aviation (DGCA), Musa 

Nuhu and former Director-
General, Nigerian Civil Aviation 
Authority (NCAA), Dr Harold 
Demuren, have confirmed their 
attendance at the 2026 yearly 
lecture organised by SAPTCO 
Communication Limited, with 
the implementation of the 
Single African Air Transport 
Market (SAATM) expected to 
dominate discussions. 
   Nuhu, who also served as 
Nigeria’s representative on the 
International Civil Aviation 
Organisation (ICAO) Council, 
confirmed his participation in a 
conversation with the organis-
ers, citing the quality of partici-
pants, the guest speaker and 
the relevance of the lecture’s 
theme as reasons for his deci-

sion. 
   Demuren, who delivered the 
inaugural lecture last year, also 
confirmed his attendance as the 
Father of the Day, describing his 
participation as a demonstra-
tion of honour and support for 
the SAPTCO team. 
   The lecture is expected to bring 
together aviation professionals, 
policymakers and other stake-
holders to examine the slow 
implementation of SAATM, a 
flagship African Union initiative 
designed to liberalise air trans-
port across the continent. 
   The programme would be 
delivered by a former Secretary-
General of the African Civil 
Aviation Commission (AFCAC), 
Ms Iyabo Sosina, who played a 
key role in advancing the initia-
tive during her tenure at the 
continental aviation body. 

Dangote tasks African investors on funding home-grown businesses 

PRESIDENT and Chief Executive 
of Dangote Industries 

Limited, Aliko Dangote, has cau-
tioned that African investors risk 
losing out on the prosperity gen-
erated by the continent’s indus-
trial expansion if they continue 
channelling funds abroad 
instead of backing businesses at 
home. 
    Speaking during a conversation 
with the Financial Times, 
Dangote outlined his ambition 

to expand the Group’s industrial 
investments across Africa, while 
urging governments and busi-
ness leaders to take greater 
responsibility for the conti-
nent’s economic future. 
     He said the continent needed 
a stronger commitment from 
its own investors to finance busi-
nesses capable of transforming 
its economies, arguing that 
African capital should play a 
greater role in building globally 

competitive companies. 
   Dangote decried the gap 
between Africa’s investment 
potential and the willingness of 
its own investors to commit cap-
ital to businesses operating on 
the continent, describing what 
he sees as a weakness in Africa’s 
approach to financing its devel-
opment. 
   “We are doing it in reverse, 
where we take our own money to 
their banks, strengthen their 

banks, and we don’t really keep 
our money on our own conti-
nent,” he said. 
    He noted that the challenge is 
not simply attracting foreign 
investment but ensuring that 
African investors participate in 
the businesses being built 
around them. 
    He argued that local capital 
should help establish industries, 
create jobs and retain a greater 
share of the value generated 
from the continent’s resources. 

From Collins Olayinka, Abuja 

By Waliat Musa 

By Olusegun Koiki 

By Helen Oji 

. Consumption falls 8.5m litres short of daily benchmark 

. Popoola urges business leaders to unite capital, build champions 
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Partner, CMC Connect LLP, Adetola Odusote (left); Director, Data Governance and Compliance, IHS Nigeria, Richard Ebuetse; Associate Director, 
Government and External Relations, IHS Nigeria, Bond Abbe and Lead Partner, CMC Connect LLP, Yomi Badejo Okusanya, displaying the Best 
Culture Moment Campaign Award received by IHS Nigeria, during the Third Nigeria Digital PR Awards held in Lagos.   

Nigeria, UK deepen collaboration on AI standards, digital economy 

THE British High Commission in 
Nigeria has reaffirmed the UK's 

commitment to supporting 
Nigeria's digital transformation 
agenda following a successful suite 
of events and engagements during 
a recent visit by the British 
Standards Institution to Nigeria. 
  Central to the visit was the success-
ful delivery of an Executive 
Workshop on Artificial Intelligence 
Governance and Standards in part-
nership with the National Centre 
for Artificial Intelligence and 
Robotics (NCAIR) under the UK 
Government's Digital Access 
Programme. 
   The four-day workshop brought 
together senior government lead-

ers, regulators and technology 
practitioners to strengthen 
Nigeria's capacity for responsible 
AI adoption, governance and over-
sight. It explored practical 
approaches to implementing 
internationally recognised stan-
dards for AI governance, risk man-
agement, assurance and account-
ability, while supporting Nigeria's 
ambition to become a leading AI 
economy in Africa. 
   The workshop builds on several 
years of collaboration between BSI 
and Nigerian government institu-
tions to promote standards as a 
catalyst for economic growth and 
digital transformation. 
  Working closely with the National 
Information Technology 

Development Agency (NITDA), 
Standards Organisation of Nigeria 
(SON), Nigeria Data Protection 
Council (NDPC), National Centre 
for Artificial Intelligence and 
Robotics (NCAIR) and other stake-
holders, BSI has supported capacity 
building, policy engagement and 
awareness raising on the applica-
tion of international standards to 
emerging digital technologies. 
    As Nigeria accelerates its adoption 
of emerging technologies, stan-
dards are increasingly recognised 
as a critical foundation for innova-
tion, providing common frame-
works that build trust, strengthen 
cybersecurity, enhance data gover-
nance, improve interoperability 
and support responsible technolo-

gy deployment. Through this part-
nership, the UK and Nigeria are 
working to promote international 
best practice in areas such as artifi-
cial intelligence, digital trust, data 
governance, cybersecurity, smart 
infrastructure, digital public servic-
es and electronic waste manage-
ment. 
   The Executive Workshop on AI 
Governance and Standards repre-
sents another milestone in this col-
laboration. Over three days of inten-
sive training, senior public sector 
leaders explored how international 
standards can help organisations 
manage AI risks, improve institu-
tional oversight and create 
enabling environments for innova-
tion. 

By Helen Oji 

THE Nigerian Exchange 
Limited (NGX) has listed 

penalties totalling N123.17 million 
against 15 listed companies for 
delays in submitting their audit-
ed and interim financial state-
ments, raising fresh concerns 
about compliance with disclo-
sure requirements and the effec-
tiveness of existing sanctions. 
   The penalties were contained in 
the NGX Regulation Limited 
(NGX RegCo) X-Compliance 
Report, which provides informa-
tion on listed companies’ com-
pliance with the Exchange’s dis-
closure and listing require-
ments. 
   According to the report, the 
total penalties comprise N87.30 
million relating to audited finan-
cial statements and N35.87 mil-
lion for interim financial reports. 
The compliance list contains 22 
penalty entries involving the 15 

companies. 
    International Energy Insurance 
Plc recorded the highest penalty 
of N28.20 million, followed by 
Caverton Offshore Support 
Group Plc, with cumulative 
penalties of N19.20 million across 
both reporting categories, and 
Legend Internet Plc, which 
attracted N16.80 million. 
   The three companies accounted 
for N64.20 million, representing 
approximately 52.12 per cent of 
the total penalties. 
   Other companies on the list 
include Oando Plc, with penal-
ties of N10.40 million; Fidelity 
Bank Plc, N4.20 million; Ecobank 
Transnational Incorporated, 
N1.30 million; International 
Breweries Plc, N1 million; and PZ 
Cussons Nigeria Plc, N600,000. 
   Caverton Offshore Support 
Group, NCR (Nigeria) Plc, 
Cornerstone Insurance Plc, Jaiz 
Bank Plc, Sterling Financial 
Holdings Company Plc and 

Regency Alliance Insurance Plc 
appeared in both categories of fil-
ing defaults. Their combined 
penalties amounted to N56.10 
million. 
   The repeated appearance of 
some companies on the compli-

ance list has raised questions 
about whether financial penal-
ties alone are sufficient to ensure 
that listed firms submit their 
financial statements within the 
prescribed deadlines. 
   Timely financial reporting is a 

key requirement of the capital 
market, as investors depend on 
audited accounts and interim 
results to assess companies’ 
financial positions, profitability 
and prospects before making 
investment decisions. 

   Delays in publishing financial 
statements can limit investors’ 
access to current information, 
complicate investment deci-
sions and weaken confidence in 
the market’s disclosure frame-
work. 

Falling battery prices expose Africa’s 
energy storage investment gap 

FALLING battery prices have 
yet to translate into signifi-

cant investment in energy 
storage across Africa, with 
funding constraints, regulato-
ry gaps and inadequate infra-
structure planning limiting 
the deployment of technolo-
gies needed to support renew-
able energy growth. 
    According to the latest ESI 
Africa Industry Insights: 
Energy & Storage Volume 5 
(2026), stationary battery pack 
prices fell to about $70 per kilo-
watt-hour in 2025, represent-
ing a 45 per cent year-on-year 
decline, based on figures from 
BloombergNEF. 
    However, only $666 million 
of the $13.84 billion invested in 
Africa’s energy transition in 
2025 went into energy storage 
and flexibility, accounting for 
less than five per cent of the 
total, according to data 
tracked by Electron 
Intelligence. 
   The report highlighted the 
disconnect between the 
declining cost of battery tech-
nologies and the investment 
required to scale up storage 

capacity across the continent. 
   Editor-in-Chief of ESI Africa, 
Nicolette Pombo-van Zyl, said 
energy storage had become a 
critical factor in determining 
the viability of energy projects, 
grid stability and the effective 
use of renewable electricity. 
   “Storage has become the part 
that decides whether a project 
gets financed, whether a grid 
stays stable after sunset and 
whether the clean energy 
already being generated is actu-
ally used,” she said. 
    Pombo-van Zyl added that 
capital, regulation and data 
had yet to catch up with the 
growing importance of storage 
in Africa’s energy sector. 
    The publication examined the 
economics of battery storage, 
including modelling in South 
Africa that identifies lithium 
iron phosphate (LFP) as a lead-
ing option among competing 
battery chemistries for station-
ary applications. 
    It also assesses factors affect-
ing project profitability, includ-
ing deployment scale, battery 
degradation in hot climates, 
financing costs, import tariffs 
and freight charges. 

Oyetola inaugurates NIMBEX committee,  
eyes maritime investment boom 

THE Minister of Marine and Blue 
Economy, Dr Adegboyega 

Oyetola, has inaugurated a com-
mittee to organise the Nigeria 
Marine and Blue Economy Expo 
(NIMBEX), in a strategic move to 
position Nigeria as a leading desti-
nation for maritime investment, 
innovation and trade in Africa. 
  The expo is expected to bring 
together policymakers, interna-
tional investors, industry leaders 
and technology innovators to 
support the Federal 
Government’s efforts to unlock 
the vast economic potential of 
Nigeria’s marine and blue econo-
my. 
  NIMBEX will focus on key areas 
such as deep-sea mining, port 
development, shipping develop-
ment, inland waterway develop-
ment, logistics, offshore energy, 
maritime finance, fisheries, 
marine biotechnology, maritime 
security and environmental sus-

tainability. 
   Oyetola said the initiative would 
provide a platform to translate the 
country’s maritime advantages 
into tangible investment opportu-
nities, economic growth and job 
creation. 
  “Nigeria’s marine and blue econo-
my holds enormous potential to 
drive economic diversification, 
attract investment and create sus-
tainable employment. NIMBEX 
will provide a strategic platform to 
bring together the capital, expert-
ise and partnerships needed to 
unlock these opportunities,” the 
minister said. 
   Oyetola, who was represented at 
the inauguration by the 
Permanent Secretary of the Federal 
Ministry of Marine and Blue 
Economy, Mrs Fatima Mahmood, 
said the expo would help bridge 
the gap between Nigeria’s vast 
maritime resources and the invest-
ments required to harness them 
for national development. 

LCCI raises alarm on multiple grid failures, tackles DisCos on poor service delivery 

THE Lagos Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 

(LCCI) has regretted the multi-
ple grid failures and called out 
electricity distribution com-
panies (DisCos) for frustrating 
independent power produc-
ers and creating bottlenecks 
to electricity supply. 
   It warned that their actions 
could undermine efforts to 
improve power delivery to 
businesses and households. 
   Chairman of the LCCI Power 
Sector Group, Olufemi Bakare, 

stated this yesterday while 
speaking at the Chamber’s 
Power Sector Group 
Conference held in Lagos. 
    With the theme: “Gas to 
Power: Unlocking Nigeria’s 
Energy Potential for 
Sustainable Economic 
Growth,” Bakare explained 
that some DisCos were exploit-
ing their dominant position in 
the electricity value chain to 
create bottlenecks for inde-
pendent power producers and 
other licensed operators seek-
ing to deliver electricity to con-

sumers. 
    According to him, such prac-
tices undermine the Federal 
and state governments’ ongo-
ing efforts to address Nigeria’s 
persistent electricity supply 
crisis. 
    “It is unfortunate when cer-
tain players in the sector, distri-
bution companies to be exact, 
decide to use their strong posi-
tion and advantage that they 
have been given by this coun-
try to choke and cause bottle-
necks. That is totally unaccept-
able,” he said. 

     Bakare said the conse-
quences of resistance to power 
projects in Lagos extended 
beyond the state, given its 
importance to the country’s 
commercial and industrial 
activities. 
    He urged DisCos, power gen-
erators and gas suppliers to 
work together, stressing that 
the success of electricity 
reforms depends on coopera-
tion across the value chain 
rather than actions that pre-
vent licensed operators from 
supplying power effectively. 

SON certifies 17,866 products, steps up war against substandard goods 

THE Standards 
Organisation of Nigeria 

(SON) said it has certified 
17,866 locally manufac-
tured products from 8,634 
companies under its 
Mandatory Conformity 
Assessment Programme 
(MANCAP), up from 1,930 
products by 458 companies 
when the scheme com-
menced in 2006. 
    SON’s Director-General, Dr 
Ifeanyi Okeke, disclosed 
this at the 2026 National 

MANCAP Quality 
Presentation stakeholders’ 
forum, marking the pro-
gramme’s 20th anniversary, 
amid growing concerns 
over the proliferation of 
fake and substandard prod-
ucts that have taken over 
the market. 
    He said the scheme was 
introduced to promote fair 
competition among local 
manufacturers, protect con-
sumers from unsafe and 
fake products as well as sup-
port economic diversifica-

tion by ensuring that local-
ly manufactured goods 
meet the requirements of 
the Nigerian Industrial 
Standards (NIS). He added 
that enforcing standard 
certification in the produc-
tion of locally made goods, 
among other steps, is an 
effort the organisation is 
taking to fight substandard 
goods and restore sanity in 
the space. 
   According to him, the 
growth in certified prod-
ucts and participating 

companies reflects efforts 
to strengthen quality assur-
ance and improve the com-
petitiveness of made-in-
Nigeria products. 
   MANCAP is mandatory for 
locally manufactured prod-
ucts and involves factory 
inspections, product sam-
pling, laboratory testing 
and compliance reviews 
before certification. 
Certificates are renewable 
every three years, subject to 
annual surveillance inspec-
tions and testing. 
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Experts advocate stringent checks on airlines amid safety concerns

EXPERTS in Nigeria’s aviation 
industry have called for a rig-

orous audit of local airline oper-
ators following a serious inci-
dent in which a Challenger CL60 
aircraft, operated by Triton 
Aviation, lost a door shortly after 
take-off from the Nnamdi 
Azikiwe International Airport 
(NAIA), Abuja, last week. 
   The experts queried aircraft air-
worthiness, maintenance stan-
dards, flight crew competence 
and regulatory oversight of the 
operators, especially those oper-
ating in business aviation. They 
insisted safety must remain the 
overriding priority in the avia-
tion industry. 
   The Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO), Nigame Aircraft 
Consultancy based in the United 
States, Olufemi Adeniji, said the 
incident revealed the urgent 
need for a comprehensive and 
uncompromising audit of oper-
ators in the country. 
    Adeniji, in an interview with 
The Guardian, warned that the 
consequences could have been 
catastrophic had the aircraft 
been at cruising altitude. 
    Adeniji, who expressed con-
cern over the growing number 

of aviation incidents, said the lat-
est occurrence should not be 
treated as an isolated event, but 
as a serious warning about the 
state of safety oversight in the 
industry. 
    He questioned whether the air-
craft's door-warning and lock-
ing systems had functioned as 
intended, noting that modern 
aircraft are equipped with cock-
pit indications that alert flight 
crews when doors are not prop-
erly secured. 
   “Once again, just when we 
believed the series of aviation 
incidents had ended, another 
one surfaces. Following the run-
way overrun at Ibadan Airport, 
the road landing in Asaba, the 
overrun at Benin, the military 
crash at Igbokoda in Ondo State, 
and now, a door coming off dur-
ing takeoff at Abuja.  
  “The aircraft has system and 
cockpit indicators that alert and 
indicate when all doors, includ-
ing the main entry door, are safe-
ly closed and locked.Could the 
cockpit indicator light be faulty? 
Is there corrosion on the main 
entry door hinge? Is the flight 
crew adequately qualified? 
   “Every operator in Nigeria 
requires a rigorous, uncompro-
mising audit. This event took 

place in a pressurised cabin; 
imagine the outcome at cruis-
ing altitude. Has anyone 
assessed the damage on the 
ground? A detailed investiga-
tion is imperative. Safety must 
remain the guiding principle of 
aviation.” 
    In his comment, aviation secu-
rity expert, John Ojikutu, 
queried the aircraft's opera-
tional status, the qualifications 
of its crew and the regulatory 
requirements governing for-
eign-registered aircraft operat-
ing within Nigeria. 
    Ojikutu wondered if the cabin 
crew were aboard the aircraft 
and whether the cockpit had a 
functioning warning system 
capable of alerting the pilots to 
a door-related technical defect 

before take-off. 
    He also asked whether the 
flight was commercial and 
whether the aircraft had 
obtained the necessary security 
clearance to operate within the 
country. 
   “This is a foreign-registered air-
craft possibly flown by foreign 
crew. Was the aircraft on a com-
mercial flight and has it a securi-
ty clearance for flying within the 
country?” he queried. 
      Ojikutu further expressed con-
cern about what he described as 
another instance involving a for-
eign-registered aircraft operat-
ed by foreign crew experiencing 
an operational problem in 
Nigeria. 
   He wondered if the Nigeria Civil 
Aviation Authority (NCAA), had 

necessary approvals. 
    He also called for closer scrutiny 
of aircraft that operate within 
Nigeria without being registered 
locally, insisting that the author-
ities must ensure compliance 
with applicable aviation and 
security regulations. 
   The latest incident occurred last 
week in Abuja when the aircraft, 
with registration number: T7-SEI 
and flight identification: 
DWC052 and owned by Triton 
Aviation, was operating a flight 
from Abuja to the Murtala 
Muhammed Airport (MMA), 
Lagos. 
   According to an incident report 
obtained by The Guardian, the air-
craft departed Runway 22 at 
approximately 4:17 p.m. 
Coordinated Universal Time 
(UTC) and was climbing through 
3,000 feet, about three nautical 
miles from the airport, when the 
crew declared an emergency. 
 The crew transmitted a 
“Mayday” distress call after 
reporting that a door had 
opened in flight, prompting air 
traffic controllers to direct the 
aircraft back to Abuja for an 
emergency landing. 
Airport fire and emergency per-
sonnel, as well as the medical 
team, were immediately placed 
on standby to respond to any 
eventuality. 
    The aircraft subsequently land-
ed safely on Runway 22 at 
approximately 4:34 p.m. UTC, 
about 14 minutes after the dis-
tress call. 
   An inspection after landing con-
firmed that the door was miss-
ing from the aircraft's fuselage. 
The aircraft was later taxied to 
the international apron exten-
sion and parked. 
 

verified the crew's licences and 
the aircraft's airworthiness docu-
mentation, while also seeking 
clarity on the outcome of an ear-
lier incident involving a foreign-
registered aircraft that landed on 
an uncompleted highway in 
Asaba, rather than Asaba airport. 
   According to him, the latest inci-
dent should prompt the relevant 
authorities to review the move-
ment and operational activities 
of foreign-registered private air-
craft in Nigeria, particularly 
amidst increased global and 
domestic security concerns. 
   Ojikutu posited that foreign reg-
istered aircraft should not oper-
ate beyond their authorised 
points of entry or outside the 
conditions and duration of their 
security clearances without the 

Delta unveils major upgrade  
to dining, hospitality facility 

DELTA Airlines has 
unveiled the next era of 

Delta One, an investment 
that elevates dining, hospi-
tality and rest. 
   Informed by two decades of 
customer insights and 
backed by the airline’s 
largest investment to-date, 
building upon more than $1 
billion invested in fleet, the 
refined Delta One was 
designed, spanning thou-
sands of touchpoints and 
delivering an unmatched 
journey. 
   The overhaul is available 
first on transoceanic Delta 
One routes departing Los 
Angeles International 
Airport, where Delta offers 
more premium seats and 
resides as the city’s number 
one airline, this fall and will 
expand across the full global 
network in early 2027. 
   “Delta’s fully reimagined 
experience is rooted in solv-
ing real customer needs and 
desires, with intentionality 
behind every detail. 
    “Every investment we 
make is deliberate and 
designed to deliver the 
industry’s most premium 
end-to-end travel experi-
ence. This elevated dining 
and hospitality experience 
reflects our relentless focus 
on raising the bar while giv-
ing customers greater con-
trol throughout their jour-
ney,” said Delta’s Chief 
Marketing and Product 
Officer, Ranjan Goswami. 
    A central feature of the 
redesign is an expanded 

culinary programme featur-
ing upgraded ingredients, 
refreshed menus and new 
beverage selections. 
     The menu includes a Delta 
One Wagyu beef burger, 
roasted sea bass, braised 
lamb, beef short rib and sea-
sonally rotating risotto. 
Customers will also contin-
ue to have access to familiar 
favourites, including maca-
roni and cheddar cheese, 
alongside new mid-flight 
meal options. 
     Delta has worked with chef 
Simon Hulstone and Master 
Sommelier Andrea 
Robinson to refine its food 
and beverage offerings, with 
additional input from chefs 
Norio Ueno and Jereme 
Leung to support regional 
authenticity. 
    The airline is also introduc-
ing redesigned tableware 
featuring its iconic widget 
logo, with each piece devel-
oped to improve presenta-
tion, functionality and the 
onboard dining experience. 
     The beverage programme 
includes a new wine selec-
tion curated with Andrea 
Robinson and SkyMiles 
members, featuring Napa 
Valley favourites and inter-
national labels. Champagne 
Taittinger will feature more 
prominently, including on 
domestic Delta One services. 
    Additional offerings 
include Blanton’s single-bar-
rel bourbon, available from 
December 1, 2026, and DAS-
SAI 45 sake on flights to and 
from Tokyo-Haneda from 
November 3, 2026. 

Transport summit holds in Lagos today  
THE Executive Director, 

Operations and Technical 
Services, Tantita Security Services 
Nigeria Limited, 
WarrediEnisuoh; the former 
Managing Director, Federal 
Airports Authority of Nigeria 
(FAAN), Dr Richard Aisuebeogun 
and the Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) of CITA Energies, Dr 
Thomas Ogungbangbe, are 
among the dignitaries whowill 
participate at a transport sum-
mit scheduled for today in Lagos. 
   While Enisooh has been 
appointed as Chairman of the 
occasion, Aisuebeogun would 
deliver the keynote address at 
the summit with the theme: 
‘Navigating Global Disruptions 
and the Road Ahead: Mobility, 

Energy and Trade Facilitation for 
a Resilient Future.’ 
    Also, Ogungbangbe, is expect-
ed to provide an energy-sector 
perspective, focusing on the 
implications of oil-market dis-
ruptions, energy supply chal-
lenges and the relationship 
between reliable energy, infra-
structure investment and the 
operational sustainability of 
transport systems. 
    Besides, a transport specialist 
from the University of Lagos 
(UNILAG), Dr Femi Aiyegbajeje, 
would lead discussions on 
mobility systems, transport 
planning, and the development 
of an integrated and sustainable 
transportation network 
through effective rail connectiv-

ity capable of withstanding 
global disruptions. 
    Commenting on the event, the 
Managing Director of JustAlive 
Communications Limited, Pearl 
Ngwama, said the summit was 
conceived as a platform for 
industry players, policymakers, 
and other stakeholders to exam-
ine emerging challenges in 
transportation and develop 
practical solutions to build a 
more resilient transport ecosys-
tem. 
    Ngwama said the discussions 
would address the impact of 
global disruptions on Nigeria’s 
transportation system, with par-
ticular attention to mobility, 
infrastructure development, 
energy security, trade facilita-

tion and the implications of 
international economic and 
operational developments for 
the country. 
     She explained that the objec-
tive was to facilitate robust, solu-
tion-oriented deliberations that 
could generate actionable rec-
ommendations to support the 
development of a more efficient, 
sustainable, and future-ready 
transport sector. 
    She added: “The summit’s 
theme indicates the growing 
interdependence of transporta-
tion, energy supply chains and 
international trade, where dis-
ruptions in one segment can 
trigger operational and econom-
ic consequences across the 
wider value chain. 

Chairman of Bi-Courtney Aviation Services Limited (BASL), operators of Murtala Muhammed Airport Two 
(MMA2), Lagos, Dr Wale Babalakin (left) and Minister of Aviation and Aerospace Development, Festus 
Keyamo, after signing a new agreement to resolve the contractual crisis on the operations of MMA2 18 years 
after, recently.

Stories by Olusegun Koiki 

Air Peace promotes two captains to lead flight operations 
IN a strategic move to 

strengthen leadership capaci-
ty, deepen operational expert-
ise and sustain its growth tra-
jectory, Air Peace has elevated 
Captains James 
AdavirukuOnipe and 
Ikechukwu Paul-Ugochukwu 
to the positions of Director of 
Flight Operations (DFO) and 
Chief Pilot (CP), respectively. 
   A statement by the 
Communications Manager, Air 
Peace, EfeOsifo-Whiskey, said 

the appointments take effect 
effective November 1, 2026. 
  According to him, the appoint-
ments underscored the air-
line’s commitment to develop-
ing experienced aviation pro-
fessionals, strengthening its 
leadership structure and sus-
taining operational excellence. 
   Onipe, an accomplished air-
line pilot with almost two 
decades of experience across 
multiple aircraft fleets, current-
ly served as Air Peace’s Embraer 

145 Fleet Manager and 
Trainer/Check Airman. 
   Also, Paul-Ugochukwu brings 
22 years of experience in the 
aviation industry to his new 
role. 
He currently serves as a Boeing 
777 Type Rating Instructor and 
Check Airman, contributing to 
pilot training, technical profi-
ciency and the maintenance of 
operational standards. 
    He emphasised that the 
appointments followed the 

elevation of the outgoing 
Director of Flight Operations, 
Augustin Kamano, and former 
Chief Pilot, Martin Okunpolor, 
to higher positions within the 
Air Peace Group. 
   As the handover process com-
mences, Air Peace said it 
remained focused on nurtur-
ing aviation talent, reinforcing 
professional standards and 
building the leadership capaci-
ty required to support its 
expanding operations. 
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Pate: Position on public gatherings subject to continuous review
ed to the NCDC and other do-

mestic resources being mo-
bilised to support contain-

ment activities. 
   He added that a meeting in-

volving state commissioners of 
health and information was 
scheduled for the following 
day to strengthen coordina-
tion and ensure consistent 
communication nationwide. 
   The minister said interna-
tional experts with experience 
in managing Ebola outbreaks 
had been engaged to support 
local health authorities, while 
genomic sequencing was be-
ing pursued to provide fur-
ther information about the 
virus. 
   He said the government was 
working to prevent the infec-
tion from spreading beyond 
the confirmed case. 
   “We have one important case. 
We are trying to contain it so 
that it does not go out to the 
communities or become gen-
eralised. Hopefully, it will not 
get to that,” he said. 
   Pate also urged journalists to 
report developments respon-
sibly and rely on official and ex-
pert sources. 
   Explaining how the disease 
spreads, he said Ebola was not 
airborne but was transmitted 
through contact with the body 
fluids of infected people. 
   He advised Nigerians to ob-
serve basic hygiene measures, 
including frequent hand-
washing, and avoid direct con-
tact with body fluids where 
an individual’s infection status 
was unknown. 
   He further stressed that 
healthcare workers must ad-
here strictly to infection pre-
vention and control proce-
dures when attending to pa-
tients. 
APC campaign council says 
N10b Ebola fund remains un-
touched 

THE All Progressives 
Congress (APC) Presiden-

tial Campaign Council has said 
the N10 billion approved by 
President Bola Tinubu for Nige-
ria’s Ebola emergency response 
in June remains untouched, 
claiming that relevant agencies 
have been using other avail-
able resources to manage the 
reported infection. 
   The council also accused for-
mer Vice President Atiku 
Abubakar of politicising the 
public health situation, argu-
ing that his criticism of the Fed-
eral Government’s response 

could turn a serious health 
concern into a political con-
troversy. 
   In a statement issued in Abu-
ja, the council’s spokesperson, 
Dele Alake, said the Nigeria 
Centre for Disease Control and 
Prevention, the Federal Air-
ports Authority of Nigeria and 
other agencies involved in dis-
ease surveillance had been de-
ploying existing resources to 
manage the situation. 
   The council, however, did not 
provide documentary evi-
dence of the fund’s status or an 
independent account of ex-
penditure on the emergency 
response. 
   Alake commended the agen-
cies for strengthening surveil-
lance at the country’s entry 
points and responding to the 
reported case involving a Nige-
rian who had travelled from 
Uganda. 
   According to him, the surveil-
lance network alerted the au-
thorities to the infection and 
facilitated contact tracing in-
volving 44 people who had 
contact with the patient. 
   The council’s response fol-
lowed comments attributed to 
Atiku questioning how the 
N10 billion approved for the 
Ebola emergency had been 
spent. 
   Alake criticised the former 
vice president’s statement, 
particularly its headline link-
ing President Tinubu’s first 
name to Ebola, describing the 
framing as an attempt to 
ridicule the President rather 
than address the public health 
challenge. 
   The council also rejected al-
legations attributed to Atiku’s 
camp that a ministerial brief-
ing on the outbreak was in-
tended to discourage Nigeri-
ans from attending campaign 
rallies or voting. 
   Describing the allegation as 
speculative, Alake challenged 
the opposition to provide ver-
ifiable evidence to support it. 
   He said the briefing had not 
proposed restrictions on po-
litical participation but had ap-
pealed to Nigerians to comply 
with protocols announced by 
the relevant authorities. 
   “A responsible opposition 
will applaud the Task Force 
for being responsive. But the 

Atiku camp always goes for 
cheap shots at the govern-
ment,” he said. 
   The council urged Atiku and 
other opposition figures to re-
frain from politicising public 
health emergencies, insisting 
that containing the threat re-
quired cooperation among 
political parties, health pro-
fessionals, government agen-
cies and the public. 
Medical experts urge na-
tionwide high-alert mea-
sures, hospital preparedness 

THE Medical and Dental Con-
sultants’ Association of 

Nigeria (MDCAN) and the 
Academy of Medical Sciences 
of Nigeria have called for ur-
gent measures to strengthen 
Nigeria’s preparedness for the 
Ebola Virus Disease outbreak, 
warning that gaps in hospital 
readiness, inadequate protec-
tive equipment and weak in-
fection prevention measures 
could undermine contain-
ment efforts. 
   The two professional bodies 
urged federal and state gov-
ernments to activate isolation 
and treatment centres, inten-
sify surveillance and contact 
tracing, strengthen screening 
at entry points and ensure 
that healthcare workers have 
adequate personal protective 
equipment (PPE). 
   The calls followed the confir-
mation of an Ebola case in the 
Federal Capital Territory, with 
the experts urging Nigerians to 
remain vigilant, maintain 
good hygiene and avoid un-
necessary physical contact. 
   MDCAN said that it had pre-
viously raised concerns about 
the possible importation of 
the virus following its resur-
gence in some African coun-
tries and called for increased 
surveillance. 
   The association expressed 
confidence in the ability of 
the Federal Government, the 
Nigeria Centre for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention and other 
collaborating agencies to con-
tain the outbreak, while stress-
ing that Nigeria’s large popu-
lation, high mobility and frag-
ile health system required de-
liberate and coordinated ac-
tion. 

former deputy governor, Sooko Adewoyin, 
Jide Omoworare, Olu Aina, and former deputy 
governor, Titi Laoye Ponle. Others were Chair-
man of Osun Accord Party, Victor Akande; 
Chairman of Osun PDP, Sunday Bisi; Wale 
Oladiipo; and PDP chieftain, Adelakun Adeoye, 
among others. 
     Speaking while inaugurating the council, 
Adeleke said the gathering was a rainbow 
coalition assembled to deliver massive votes for 
President Tinubu. “We assemble here to mo-
bilise and deliver even more than the 1.5 million 
votes we earlier promised Mr President,” 
Adeleke said. 
   “In this hall is a gathering of who is who in 
Osun political terrain. We have all the strikers, 
the defenders and the midfielders. This rainbow 
coalition of Accord, APC and PDP structures is 
superbly potent to deliver Osun overwhelm-
ingly to Mr President come next January,” he 
added. 
   Adeleke clarified that the coalition is solely for 
the presidential election scheduled for January 

16, 2027, and does not extend to other elections. 
“As coalition partners on the presidential elec-
tion, we must remind ourselves that the part-
nership does not extend to the legislative elec-
tions. While we will join hands to deliver Mr Pres-
ident on his party platform, coalition partners 
are free to work for their party candidates dur-
ing the senatorial, House of Reps and House of 
Assembly elections. What ties us together is the 
presidential, not the legislative elections,” Adeleke 
stated. 
   The governor also assured that both the Federal 
and Osun State governments are working to re-
solve the local government crisis in the state. 
     Also speaking, the APC National Secretary, 
Senator Ajibola Basiru, declared that no personal 
ambition or ego is greater than ensuring the re-
election of President Tinubu, urging APC mem-
bers in Osun to support Governor Adeleke. 
Basiru said party members must abide by the 
President’s decision to appoint Adeleke as his 
campaign coordinator in the state. 

Police restrict heavy-duty vehicles as posters, banners flood Kaduna
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“Surely, the religion with Allah is Islam,complete submission”... Qur’an 3:19

BRETHREN, as Nigeria prepares for another 
general election, a troubling question con-

fronts every citizen: Will we vote for the future 
of our country, or sell that future for a bag of 
rice, a few naira notes and promises that may 
disappear the moment the winner takes the 
oath of office?
  In a country where many families struggle 
with the cost of food, where young people 
search desperately for jobs, where insecurity 
disrupts livelihoods and where communities 
continue to demand better schools, hospitals, 
roads and electricity, elections should be a 
moment of serious reflection.
  Yet, too often, the electoral season becomes a 
marketplace where poverty is exploited, ethnic 
loyalties are weaponised, religious sentiments 
are manipulated and political ambition is dis-
guised as public service.
  A politician arrives with money and food dur-
ing the campaign, promises heaven on earth at 
a rally, and asks for the people’s mandate. But 
what happens after the votes are counted? 
Who remembers the unemployed graduate, 
the struggling market woman, the farmer wor-
ried about security, the parent unable to afford 
school fees or the patient waiting for treatment 
in an under-equipped hospital?
  When the campaign vehicles disappear and 
the political billboards come down, the people 
are left to live with the consequences of their 
choices. 
  For Nigerian Muslims, this is more than a 
political question. It is a question of faith, con-
science and accountability before Allah. The 
ballot paper may be a democratic instrument, 
but the principles that should guide its use—
justice, honesty, trustworthiness and responsi-
bility—are deeply rooted in Islam.
  What is the value of our prayers if we knowing-
ly support injustice? What is the worth of our 
religious devotion if we exchange the future of 
our children for temporary inducements? And 
what answer shall we give before Allah if our 
choices help place public power in hands that 
misuse it?
   Qur’an 4:58 referenced above provides a clear 
foundation for this responsibility: “Indeed, 
Allah commands you to render trusts to whom 
they are due and when you judge between peo-
ple to judge with justice.”  
  This injunction places a responsibility on 

hardship deserve compassion. But their vul-
nerability should not be exploited to pur-
chase political loyalty. Politicians should com-
pete through credible policies and verifiable 
records, not by turning hunger into an elec-
toral weapon.
  Indeed, electoral politics becomes danger-
ous when ethnic, religious and regional iden-
tities are exploited to secure support. Citizens 
may be told that only a candidate from their 
group can protect their interests, or that sup-
porting someone of another religion 
amounts to betraying their faith.
  Such appeals can transform political compe-
tition into communal hostility, turning 
neighbours into enemies while leaving the 
underlying problems of governance unre-
solved. 
  Islam demands justice even when it chal-
lenges personal loyalties. Allah (SWT) says: “O 
you who have believed, be persistently stand-
ing firm in justice, witnesses for Allah, even if 
it be against yourselves or parents and rela-
tives” (Qur’an 4:135).
  Again, Qur’an 5:8 pushes the argument fur-
ther: “And do not let the hatred of a people 
prevent you from being just. Be just; that is 
nearer to righteousness.”  
  These verses leave no room for selective 
morality. Corruption does not become 
acceptable because it benefits our communi-
ty, and dishonesty does not become righteous 
because it advances our preferred candidate. 
  In a diverse country such as Nigeria, citizens 
share fundamental interests in security, edu-
cation, healthcare, employment and eco-
nomic opportunity. A functioning hospital 
saves lives regardless of religion or ethnicity; 
a good school benefits children from differ-
ent communities.  
   Voters should therefore assess candidates on 
their integrity, competence and commitment 
to public welfare rather than allow identity 
politics to replace critical judgement. 
  It is also important to note that the electoral 
contest now extends beyond rallies and 
polling stations to social media, where fabri-

those seeking public office to protect citizens’ 
rights, manage public resources responsibly 
and administer justice without discrimina-
tion. But the responsibility also extends to 
voters, who must make informed choices 
rather than allow personal interests or group 
loyalties to override the common good.
  Qur’an 28:26 offers a useful standard for 
selecting people for responsibility: “Indeed, 
the best one you can hire is the strong and the 
trustworthy.” 
  The verse highlights two essential qualities: 
competence and trustworthiness. Voters 
should therefore look beyond campaign the-
atrics, political slogans and the size of rallies. 
They should examine candidates’ records, 
character, policies and capacity to serve. 
  Popularity does not guarantee competence, 
just as wealth does not establish integrity. 
Neither eloquence nor political connections 
should substitute for a credible record of serv-
ice. 
  The question is not merely who can win an 
election, but who can be trusted with the peo-
ple’s mandate.
  One of the greatest threats to electoral 
integrity is vote-buying, through which politi-
cians offer money, food or other inducements 
in exchange for citizens’ electoral choices. 
  For people struggling to feed their families, 
such offers can be tempting. Yet the money 
may disappear within days, while the conse-
quences of poor governance can endure for 
years. 
   The warning against unlawful appropria-
tion of wealth and bribery in Qur’an 2:188 is 
instructive: “And do not consume one anoth-
er’s wealth unjustly or send it (in bribery) to 
the rulers in order that (they might aid) you 
to consume a portion of the wealth of the 
people in sin, while you know (it is unlawful).” 
  The Prophet (peace be upon him) also said: 
“Whoever deceives us is not one of us.”
  These teachings challenge both those who 
manipulate voters and those who knowingly 
participate in electoral wrongdoing. Poverty 
must not be trivialised, and citizens facing 

By Kabir Alabi Garba Islam and sacred duty 
of electing leaders 

THE University of Lagos Muslim Alumni 
(UMA) has reaffirmed its position as a major 

force in educational development and social 
intervention, electing a new National Executive 
Council to steer its affairs for the 2026–2028 
tenure while unveiling a proposed 960 mil-
lion student hostel and disbursing over 24 mil-
lion in postgraduate scholarships and Zakat 
grants.  
 The developments formed the highlights of 
the association’s 37th Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) and Elective Congress, held on Sunday, 
October 18, 2026, at the University of Lagos 
Mosque Islamic Centre, Akoka. The gathering, 
which blended physical attendance with virtu-
al participation from across the globe, under-
scored UMA’s expanding role as a beacon of aca-
demic empowerment and social welfare rooted 
in Islamic values.  
   At the congress, award-winning sports journal-
ist, columnist, and Executive Consultant at 
Complete Communications Limited, Dr. 
Mumini Alao, was returned as the National 
President of the association.       
 Presenting the report of the UMA Shurah 
Committee, its Chairman, Professor Luqman 
Adams, detailed the selection process that led 
to the nomination of the executive team. Prof. 
Adams revealed that the committee reviewed 
the association’s constitution, candidate eligi-
bility, meeting attendance, and responsiveness 
to duty, while evaluating the performance of 
the outgoing executive. Crucial consultations 

UMA gets new officials, unveils N960m hostel plan, gifts N24m in scholarships

cated videos, unverified allegations and 
inflammatory messages can spread rapidly. 
  A clear warning is provided in Qur’an 49:6: “O 
you who have believed, if there comes to you a 
disobedient person with information, investi-
gate, lest you harm a people out of ignorance 
and become, over what you have done, regret-
ful.” 
  Another injunction states: “And do not pur-
sue that of which you have no knowledge” 
(Qur’an 17:36).
Citizens must verify information before shar-
ing it, especially when it concerns candidates, 
electoral officials or religious and ethnic com-
munities. A claim does not become true sim-
ply because it damages a political opponent or 
supports a preferred candidate.
  Political disagreement is no justification for 
deception, defamation or incitement. Before 
forwarding a message, citizens should estab-
lish its source and seek credible confirmation. 
  In an age when misinformation can travel 
faster than corrections, responsible citizen-
ship begins with the willingness to pause 
before pressing “send”.
  Moreover, electoral violence threatens both 
democratic participation and national cohe-
sion. No candidate’s ambition justifies the 
death of an innocent citizen, and no political 
disagreement warrants the destruction of 
another person’s livelihood.
The command in Qur’an 5:2 is succinct: “And 
cooperate in righteousness and piety, but do 
not cooperate in sin and aggression.” The 
Prophet (peace be upon him) said: “A Muslim 
is the one from whose tongue and hand the 
Muslims are safe.”  
  These teachings require citizens to reject 
intimidation, attacks on opponents, destruc-
tion of property and the recruitment of young 
people into political violence.
  Where tensions arise, citizens should avoid 
mob action, refuse to spread inflammatory 
rumours and report credible threats to appro-
priate authorities. Electoral disputes should be 
pursued through lawful procedures rather 
than revenge.
  A candidate may contest another election, but 
a life lost to political violence cannot be 
restored. Political competition is temporary; 
the pain and mistrust caused by violence can 
endure for generations.
  Beyond the immediate consequences of elec-
tions lies a deeper question: what will every 
individual answer for before Allah?  
  Muslims should be reminded of the admoni-
tion in Qur’an 99:7–8 thus: “So whoever does 
an atom’s weight of good will see it, and who-
ever does an atom’s weight of evil will see it.” 
The Prophet (peace be upon him) also said: 
“Each of you is a shepherd, and each of you is 
responsible for his flock.”  

 
 
 
 

In the Name of the Almighty, the Beneficent, the 
Merciful

“Indeed, Allah commands you to render trusts  
to whom they are due and when you judge 
between people to judge with justice.”  
Qur’an 4:58. 

were also held with the Elders in Council
before finalizing the leadership list.
Commending Dr. Alao’s initial term, Prof. 
Adams described his stewardship as a “yeo-
man’s job” that delivered exceptional results 
for the Muslim community.  
  In his acceptance remarks, Dr. Alao offered 
praise to the Almighty, repeatedly declaring 
“Alhamdulillah” (All praise is due to Allah) for 
the grace to serve the Ummah. Reflecting on 
the 2024–2026 tenure, Alao noted: “About two 
years ago, we were given the mantle to steer the 

ship of our association. We thank Allah that we 
are berthing the ship today without any loss of life 
in our ranks.”
  In line with the Islamic imperative of uplift-
ing the less privileged and seeking knowledge 
(‘Ilm), the congress witnessed the presentation 
of 19.25 million in scholarships to the 2026 set 
of UMA postgraduate scholars, alongside 5.16 
million distributed to beneficiaries of its Zakat 
and Sadaqat Fund . 
  Giving a breakdown of the association’s devel-
opmental strides, Alao disclosed that UMA 

raised over 100 million for its postgraduate 
scholarship scheme in 2025, the highest single-
year generation in the initiative’s history. This 
facilitated awards to 23 scholars in one cycle, 
with an additional 28 candidates slated for
approximately 20 million in awards for 2026. 
To ensure long-term sustainability, the associa-
tion has launched a 750 million Endowment 
Fund, which has already accumulated 130 mil-
lion. 
  On welfare, the re-elected President empha-
sized that the 5.16 million Zakat disburse-
ments directly benefited 23 needy members, 
with strict confidentiality maintained to pre-
serve their dignity as prescribed by Islamic
ethics. 
  Unveiling key priority projects for the 2026–
2028 administration, Alao highlighted the pro-
posed off-campus student hostel estimated at 

960 million. The initiative follows preliminary 
architectural assessments led by Barrister 
Abdulfatai Owodunni and Architect A. A. Lawal 
to acquire, demolish and redevelop strategic 
properties near the Akoka campus after earlier 
joint-venture talks for on-campus renovation 
were discontinued.
 Delivering goodwill messages, prominent 
alumni urged members to rally behind the
infrastructure push. Senator Shuaib Afolabi 
Salisu (Ogun Central), a former UMA President, 
recalled early struggles of Muslim students 
accessing worship spaces on campus and 
urged members to view the hostel initiative as 
both a high-yield investment and a vital social 
intervention. 

By Shakirah Adunola

A cross section of the newly elected officials of University of Lagos Muslim Alumni (UMA)
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AS Nigeria struggles to 
translate energy reforms 

into reliable electricity supply, 
industry stakeholders will 
meet next week to examine 
grid performance, gas avail-
ability and investment chal-
lenges, including whether the 
electricity market is ready to 
scale generation to 10,000 
megawatts. 
  The 13th edition of Nigeria 
Energy, scheduled for October 
27-29, 2026 at Landmark 
Centre, Lagos, is expected to 
attract more than 1,500 con-
ference delegates, with over 
40 sessions and more than 
120 speakers addressing the 
country's electricity chal-
lenges. 
  Exhibition Director, Energy 
Portfolio, Inc., Ade Yesufu, 
said: "Nigeria's electricity chal-
lenge is no longer just about 
investment, policy reforms or 
installed capacity; it is about 
delivering reliable, affordable 
and accessible power to the 
people and businesses that 
need it most..” 
  However, the conference pro-
gramme will feature the 
Minister of Power, Joseph 
Tegbe; President and Chief 
Executive Officer of Oando 
Energy Resources, Ademola 
Ogunbanjo, among others. 

‘Nigeria Energy 2026 to 
tackle grid reliability, gas 
supply amid power crisis’

OGUN State Government 
has assured residents 

that the situation arising 
from the unusual gaseous 
odour reported in parts of the 
Ijebu axis is under control. 
  The assurance followed 
reports of the odour in Ijebu-
Ode, Ijebu-Igbo and Ago-
Iwoye, which triggered panic 
among students, teachers, 
parents and residents, with 
affected students taken to 
hospitals for treatment. 
  As part of its response, a gov-
ernment assessment team vis-
ited the General Hospital, 
where more than 30 students 
were attended to, before pro-

ceeding to Ijebu-Igbo Girls 
Grammar School for further 
assessment and investigation. 
 According to findings from 
the affected students and 
information provided by the 
attending doctor, the symp-
toms included shortness of 
breath, stomach disorders 
and drowsiness, among oth-
ers. 
  The team also inspected the 
school premises and sur-
rounding areas as part of 
efforts to establish the extent 
of the incident and identify 
possible sources of the odour. 
  Also, a team from the 
Nigerian Upstream 

Petroleum Regulatory 
Commission (NUPRC) arrived 
at the scene to participate in 
the assessment and ongoing 
investigation. 
  Meanwhile, the state govern-
ment has said that it may 
evacuate residents of affected 
communities in Ijebuland if 
investigations establish that 
recurring gas emissions pose 
a risk of death or permanent 
damage to human health. 
  Commissioner for the 
Environment, Ola Oresanya, 
gave the assurance yesterday 
during an interview on 
Frontline, a current affairs 
programme on Eagle 102.5 FM, 

following the recent incident, 
which reportedly sent more 
than 100 pupils to hospital 
after exposure to a strong 
chemical odour. 
  Oresanya said the state gov-
ernment had recorded five 
incidents since April, adding 
that the latest occurrence was 
particularly concerning 
because of reports from addi-
tional locations, including 
Ago-Iwoye and Ijebu-Igbo. 
  He, however, said that if the 
incidents were linked to tec-
tonic activity, the response 
would require more extensive 
intervention and decisions at 
the federal level. 
 

Gas: Ogun govt assesses affected schools, may relocate residents

THE Senate Leader, 
Opeyemi Bamidele, has 

proposed a six-state develop-
ment alliance to address the 
infrastructure, investment 
and planning challenges that 
cut across Lagos and the 
wider South-West region. 
  Under the proposal, Lagos, 
Ogun, Oyo, Osun, Ondo and 
Ekiti would work through a 
joint development and 
investment compact to coor-
dinate transport links, indus-
trial growth, urban expan-
sion and environmental pro-
tection. 
  Bamidele presented the idea 

yesterday at the Lagos 
Physical Planning Summit at 
Eko Hotel and Suites, Victoria 
Island, saying that the 
region's economic future 
depends on closer coopera-
tion among its states. 
  He said Lagos State could not 
plan effectively in isolation 
because its economy was 
deeply connected to neigh-
bouring states through hous-
ing, labour, agriculture, man-
ufacturing, logistics and 
trade. 
  However, the proposed com-
pact would bring state gov-
ernments together with rele-
vant federal agencies, infra-

structure bodies, private 
investors, professional organi-
sations and development 
partners to identify shared 
priorities and mobilise fund-
ing for projects that benefit 
the region. 
  The Senate Leader said the 
framework should focus on 
integrated transport net-
works, cross-border urban 
development, industrial corri-
dors, power infrastructure, 
tourism and coordinated 
investment promotion. 
  He said that better alignment 
of state development plans 
would help to ensure that 
infrastructure and economic 

projects were not pursued as 
disconnected initiatives. 
  Bamidele also urged Lagos 
State to make digital infra-
structure a central part of its 
development strategy by 
expanding broadband 
access, smart-city systems, 
digital public services and 
innovation hubs. 
  He said investment in tech-
nology-driven enterprises 
must be matched with efforts 
to equip workers with the 
digital skills needed to partic-
ipate in the changing econo-
my. 
 

Bamidele pushes six-state alliance to tackle South-West’s challenges

NIGERIA'S universities and 
research institutes could 

receive a new funding lifeline 
under a bill before the Senate 
proposing a yearly allocation 
of 20 per cent of the Nigerian 
Content Development Fund 
to support inventions, indige-

nous technologies and com-
mercially viable research. 
  The proposal seeks to tackle a 
longstanding challenge in 
the country's innovation 
ecosystem. 
  The Senate advanced the 
National Research and 
Innovation Development 
Fund (Establishment) Bill, 
2026, for second reading yes-
terday, opening the way for 
further consideration of a 
funding framework designed 
to connect research institu-
tions with industry and the 
wider economy. 
  The bill, sponsored by Senate 
Leader, Opeyemi Bamidele 
and presented by Senate Chief 
Whip, Tahir Monguno, also 
proposes a National Council 

on Research and Innovation to 
coordinate priorities and over-
see the fund. 
  Monguno said Nigeria had 
universities, polytechnics, 
research institutes and tech-
nology entrepreneurs with 
the capacity to generate useful 
innovations, but lacked a sus-
tainable mechanism to 
finance, coordinate and com-
mercialise their work. 
  He said that research should 
deliver benefits beyond aca-
demic publications and labo-
ratory findings.  

MEANWHILE, Founder of 
the Tunji Olowolafe 

Foundation, Dr Tunji 
Olowolafe, has urged Nigerian 
researchers to subject indige-
nous knowledge in medicine, 

agriculture, construction and 
food preservation to scientific 
validation to develop solu-
tions to national challenges. 
  He cited the research of 
Chinese scientist, Tu Youyou, 
whose investigation of tradi-
tional medicine contributed 
to the development of 
artemisinin, an important 
treatment for malaria, as an 
example of how indigenous 
knowledge could advance sci-
entific discoveries. 
  Olowolafe made the call 
while delivering an address at 
the grand finale of the 
Postgraduate College Week, 
organised as part of the 65th 
anniversary celebrations of 
Obafemi Awolowo University 
(OAU), Ile-Ife. 

Senate advances bill to establish research, innovation fund

THE Afe Babalola University, 
Ado-Ekiti (ABUAD), has con-

ferred honorary Doctor of 
Letters degrees on the 
Chairman of United Nigeria 
Airlines, Prof. Obiora 
Okonkwo; Chairman of 
Cavista Holdings, Niyi John 
Olajide, and an educationist, 
Osula Mku-Atu, in recognition 
of their contributions to 
entrepreneurship, education, 
healthcare and economic 
development. 
  The awards were presented  
during the university's 14th 
convocation ceremony and 
17th anniversary celebration 
held at the Alfa Belgore Hall, 
Ado-Ekiti, Ekiti State. 
  The university also honoured 
a business leader and philan-
thropist, Dr Rosemary Osula 
Mku-Atu, with an honorary 
Doctor of Letters degree for 
her contributions to the wel-
fare of the less privileged, edu-
cation and human develop-
ment. 
  Okonkwo, an academic, 
entrepreneur and philanthro-
pist, was recognised for his 
contributions to enterprise 
and the advancement of func-
tional education, while 
Olajide was honoured for his 
investments in healthcare, 
enterprise, poverty alleviation 
and women's empowerment. 
  The ceremony also featured 
the conferment of honorary 
Doctor of Laws degrees on the 
university's Founder and 
Chancellor, Aare Afe Babalola, 
by Trinity Western University, 
Canada, and Trinity 
International University, 
United States, in recognition 
of his contributions to law, 
education, philanthropy and 
public service. 
  Vice-Chancellor of the univer-
sity, Prof. E. Smaranda 
Olarinde, while speaking at 
the convocation ceremony, 
said that the honourees had 
distinguished themselves 
through their contributions 
to society and their commit-
ment to initiatives that pro-
mote economic growth, edu-
cation and human welfare. 
  She announced that the uni-
versity graduated 2,194 stu-
dents, comprising 1,759 
undergraduates and profes-
sional graduating students 
and 435 postgraduate grad-
uands, making the Class of 
2026 the largest in the institu-
tion's history. 

ABUAD confers honorary 
degrees on Okonkwo, 
Cavista chairman, others 
at 14th convocation

Founder and Chief Executive Officer, ESG Consultancy, Francine Carron (left); Community Development and 
Stakeholders Manager, Segilola Resources Operating Limited (SROL), Madhurii Sarkar-Amoda; Manager, PwC 
Nigeria, Kayode Ashamu, and Monitoring and Evaluation Officer, Ziva Community Initiative, Maureen Mato, dur-
ing the panel session titled “From Consent to Social License: Community Relations Across the Mine Life Cycle,” 
at 2026 Nigerian Mining Week, held in Abuja, yesterday. 
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From Joke Falaju and  
John Akubo, Abuja

CHRIST Apostolic Church 
(CAC) has attributed the 

rapid rise, academic excel-
lence, and continuous devel-
opment of Joseph Ayo 
Babalola University (JABU) 
over its 20 years of existence 
to divine grace, visionary lead-
ership, and selfless sacrifice. 
  President of CAC Nigeria and 
Overseas, Pastor Samuel 
Oladele, who serves as Visitor 
to the university and 
Chairman of its Board of 
Trustees, stated this during a 
media briefing to unveil the 
university's 20th anniversary 
celebration, themed "Two 
Decades of Divine Grace, 
Growth, and Glory." 
  Oladele, while tracing the 
institution's history, leader-
ship succession, and future 
priorities, noted that JABU 
was conceived as a lasting 
memorial to the life, ministry, 
and enduring legacy of 
Apostle Joseph Ayodele 
Babalola, one of the foremost 
figures in the history of 
indigenous Pentecostal 
Christianity in Nigeria. 
  He said that the choice of 
Ikeji-Arakeji as the university's 
location was deeply signifi-
cant, as the community is 
associated with the prophetic 
call of Apostle Babalola in 
October 1928, thereby con-
necting the location of the 
university to the spiritual her-
itage it was established to 
honour. 
 

CAC attributes JABU’s 
rise within 20 years of 
existence to divine grace, 
sacrifice

From John Akubo, Abuja

To refund parents’ medical billsFrom Azeez Olorunlomeru, 
Abeokuta 

From Ayodele Afolabi, Ado-Ekiti

From Adewale Momoh, Akure

By Waliat Musa

  Speaking on the theme, 
"Promoting Research 
Excellence and Innovation in 
Postgraduate Studies: 
Charting the Future," he 
described research as a sys-
tematic process of correcting 
societal mistakes through 
evidence, urging universities 
to challenge conventional 
wisdom and develop practi-
cal solutions to Nigeria's 
problems. 
  He, however, called for 
broader access to research 
opportunities, including 
partnerships that would 
allow people with practical 
expertise, such as experi-
enced farmers, to participate 
in university’s research 
under proper supervision 
without compromising aca-
demic standards. 
  Olowolafe also advocated 
expanded digital and flexible 
learning, stronger university-
industry partnerships and 
greater emphasis on practi-
cal research outcomes, 
including patents, commer-
cialised products and solu-
tions to industrial chal-
lenges. 
   However, as part of efforts to 
strengthen postgraduate 
research and learning at the 
OAU, Olowolafe pledged that 
his Foundation would pro-
vide solar power, virtual 
learning facilities and digital 
infrastructure for the 
Postgraduate College of the 
university. 

Subject indigenous knowledge in medicine to scientific validation, Olowolafe tells researchers

Oyebanji, Ooni, Ewi hail  
businessman’s investments in  
agriculture, tourism, job creation 
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FG urges media to prioritise accuracy, fairness ahead of 2027 polls
Group AI Converged News-
room” - publisher of the Daily 
Trust Newspapers, yesterday, 
Idris encouraged the Media 
Trust Group to make the con-
verged newsroom a centre of 
innovation, investigative ex-
cellence and responsible sto-
rytelling. 
  According to the minister, the 
idea that journalism has to be 
exclusively adversarial is a 
myth that needs to be jetti-
soned. Journalism could in-

MEANWHILE, the Delta 
State Governor, Sheriff 

Oborevwori, his Chief Strate-
gist, Dr Festus Okubor, Senator 
Ede Dafinone, and other stake-
holders have called for credible 
elections, responsible jour-
nalism, and stronger institu-
tional accountability. 
 They made the call at the Delta 
Online Publishers Forum 
(DOPF) 2026 Annual Confer-
ence and 7th Annual Lecture 
Series, held in Asaba, with the 

spire the public while retain-
ing its independence and crit-
ical role. 
  Idris commended the Media 
Trust Group for the unveiling 
of its converged newsroom 
as a significant investment in 
Nigerian journalism, urging 
media organisations to em-
brace artificial intelligence 
and digital innovation with-
out compromising profes-
sional ethics and editorial in-
dependence. 

AS the 2027 general elec-
tions draw near, the Min-

ister of Information and Na-
tional Orientation, Mo-
hammed Idris, has urged me-
dia organisations to priori-
tise accuracy, fairness and fact-
checking, and resist sensa-
tionalism and disinforma-
tion.  
   Idris, however, reaffirmed 
the Federal Government’s 
commitment to press free-
dom, constructive engage-
ment and journalists’ right 
to scrutinise public institu-
tions, warning that AI-gener-
ated content, manipulated 
images and deepfakes pose 
growing threats to public 
trust. 
  “The credibility of our dem-
ocratic process depends, in 
no small measure, on the in-
tegrity of the information 
available to citizens.” 
  In a keynote address during 
the launch of “Media Trust 

   He emphasised the impor-
tance of credible elections, ac-
countable institutions and re-
sponsible communication in 
strengthening democracy. 
 

APC Vice Chairman, Delta State, Moses Iduh (left); Chairman of the Party (APC), Solomon Arenyeka; Delta State Governor, Sheriff Oborevwori; his wife, To-
bore; Deputy Governor, Monday Onyeme; and immediate past Governor of the State, Ifeanyi Okowa, during the inauguration of the Delta State APC Campaign 
Council in Asaba, yesterday.                                                  PHOTO: BRIPIN ENARUSAI

IPOB member gets 20-year jail term for belonging to proscribed group 
by committed an offence con-
trary to Section 2(1) of the Ter-
rorism (Prevention) (Amend-
ment) Act, 2013. 
 After the charge was read to 
him, the defendant pleaded 
not guilty to the second count. 
In view of this development, 
and following an application by 
the Attorney-General of the 
Federation and   Minister of Jus-
tice, Lateef Fagbemi, who was in 
court to lead the prosecution, 
the court struck out the second 

defendant, who is from Nnewi 
South in Anambra State, had, in 
2021, while in Imo State, com-
mitted an offence by belonging 
to IPOB, a proscribed organisa-
tion, contrary to and punish-
able under Section 16 of the 
Terrorism (Prevention) 
(Amendment) Act, 2013. 
 In the second count, the Federal 
Government alleged that the 
defendant participated in an at-
tack in which two security op-
eratives were killed, and there-

THE Federal High Court sit-
ting in Abuja, yesterday, con-

victed and sentenced a member 
of the Indigenous People of Bi-
afra (IPOB), Paul Okechukwu, to 
20 years in prison for belonging 
to a proscribed organisation. 
  The defendant, 48, pleaded 
guilty to one count of a two-
count charge the Federal Gov-
ernment preferred against him. 
  The Federal Government al-
leged in the first count that the 

2027: Prioritise track record over election promises, Ijaw group urges Niger Delta  
the Niger Delta. 
   According to the statement, the 
region’s future depends on its 
ability to recognise and support 
policies and initiatives that de-
liver tangible benefits to its peo-
ple rather than being swayed by 
rhetoric that may not translate 
into meaningful development. 
 The IYN cited the Presidential 
Amnesty Programme (PAP) as an 
example of an intervention 
whose impact should form part 
of the public’s assessment of 
government performance in 

THE Ijaw Youth Network (IYN) 
has appealed to the people of 

the Niger Delta to look beyond 
campaign promises and politi-
cal gimmicks during the elec-
tion season. 
  The group urged them to make 
informed electoral choices 
based on proven achievements, 
policies, and a commitment to 
the region’s development.  
 In a statement issued yesterday 
by the President of IYN, Frank 
Ebikabo, and the Secretary, Fed-
eral Ebiaridor, the group said 

count after it was withdrawn. 
 Relying on Section 72 of the Ter-
rorism Prevention and Prohi-
bition Act (TPPA) 2022, the At-
torney-General applied for the 
court to allow a witness from 
the Department of State Serv-
ices (DSS) to review some facts 
of the case. 
 The witness, whose name was 
given as “ABC” for the trial, 
identified the defendant as a 
member of IPOB, which he said 
had since been outlawed. 
 

election periods often witness 
a surge in promises, political 
slogans, and publicity stunts de-
signed to attract voters, stress-
ing that the people of the re-
gion must remain focused on 
their long-term interests. 
 The group said the electorate 
should critically assess the 
records of political actors, par-
ticularly their contributions to 
education, youth empower-
ment, human capital develop-
ment and economic opportu-
nities for communities across 

 From Monday Osayande (Asaba) 
and Johnson Eyiangho (Abuja) Oborevwori, Dafinone, Okunbor, others call for credible elections

NAFDAC raises alarm 
over unregistered herbal  
remedies for STDs,  
hypertension 

THE National Agency for 
Food and Drug Adminis-

tration and Control (NAFDAC) 
has raised the alarm over un-
registered herbal remedies 
marketed for Sexually Trans-
mitted Diseases (STDs) and hy-
pertension, following the dis-
covery of an illegal manufac-
turing facility in Agege, Lagos, 
where the products were pro-
duced under unhygienic con-
ditions. 
  The agency said three herbal 
products recovered from the fa-
cility were not registered with 
it, while one bore a registration 
number belonging to a differ-
ent product, a registered cough 
syrup. The discovery has raised 
concerns about the potential 
risks to consumers and the 
use of fraudulent registration 
details to give unapproved 
products the appearance of 
regulatory approval. 
   NAFDAC also warned land-
lords and property owners 
against allowing their prem-
ises to be used for illegal man-
ufacturing activities, urging 
Nigerians to support efforts 
to identify and report suspi-
cious production outlets na-
tionwide. 
 
 

theme “Democracy Under 
Pressure: Electoral Integrity, 
Security Challenges and Media 
Accountability in Nigeria.” 
   Speaking on behalf of 
Oborevwori, the Commis-
sioner for Special Duties (Govt 
House), Dr Ifeanyi Osuoza, 
urged journalists and online 
publishers to uphold accura-
cy, fairness, balance, and pro-
fessional integrity, warning 
that misinformation and hate 
speech could erode public 
trust and threaten democrat-
ic stability.  

Mbah opens  
pharmaceutical company 
in Enugu 

From Ameh Ochojila, Abuja 

Diri faults realignment of Lagos-Calabar Coastal Highway 
tender and a politician with-
out a base. 
  According to a statement by 
his Chief Press Secretary, Mr 
Daniel Alabrah, the governor 
said this while speaking dur-
ing the 200th session of the 
state executive council in the 
Government House, Yenagoa. 
 His words: “I read, like every-

they were unanimous in their 
support for the coastal road 
and against its realignment 
with the East-West Road. 
  The governor was, however, 
unsparing in his response to 
the comments made by for-
mer governor of Cross River 
State, Mr Donald Duke, whom 
he described as a jester, a pre-

GOVERNOR of Bayelsa State, 
Douye Diri, yesterday, re-

vealed his disagreement with 
the Minister of Works, David 
Umahi, on the ongoing La-
gos-Calabar Coastal Highway 
project. 
 Diri also disclosed the position 
of the South-South governors 
on the project, insisting that 

one else, that there would be 
a realignment and that the 
coastal road would be merged 
with the East-West Road, 
which I do not believe is the 
same project. That should be 
a South-South road.  
 “I privately called the Minister 
of Works and said, “Minister, 
that is a no, no, no for us.  
 

From Adewale Momoh, Akure 

From John Akubo, Abuja 

From Lawrence Njoku, Enugu

By Ijeoma Nwanosike 

Obi pledges to assist slain 
supporter’s mother 

From Nnamdi Akpa, Abakaliki Group hinges Tinubu’s victory in South-East on proper engagement, respect  

Ex-presidential aide backs Tinubu, seeks transparency on coastal road project 

the Niger Delta. 
  It noted that, under the leader-
ship of the PAP Administrator, Dr 
Dennis Brutu Otuaro, thousands 
of students have benefited from 
scholarship opportunities in 
Nigerian and overseas institu-
tions, with many pursuing dis-
ciplines relevant to the region’s 
human capital development. 
  The group attributed the op-
portunities to President Bola 
Tinubu’s support, noting that 
the expansion of the pro-
gramme’s budget had strength-

ened its capacity to invest in 
education, skills acquisition, 
and other interventions for ben-
eficiaries from the Niger Delta, 
thereby contributing to the re-
gion’s stability and peace.  

MEANWHILE, the Ndigbo for 
Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tin-

ubu 2027 Forum (NDI-ABAT) 
said that President Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu is capable of winning all 
five states of the South-East if his 
party, the All Progressives Con-
gress (APC) maintained proper 
engagement and respect for 
the zone. 
 
 
 

PRESIDENTIAL candidate of 
the Nigeria Democratic Con-

gress (NDC), Peter Obi, has 
promised to support the moth-
er of Ifeanyi Nwolie, his sup-
porter, who was shot dead dur-
ing a political activity in Enugu 
State, pledging to help fill the 
void left by her son. 
 Obi gave the assurance during 
a visit to the bereaved mother 
after Nwolie was buried in Afa, 
Udi Local Council Area of Enugu 
State. 
  He reportedly pledged finan-
cial support equivalent to 15 
months of the allowance that 
Nwolie usually sent to his moth-
er, covering the period through 
December 2027. 
  “My humble pledge to the 
mother is that God Almighty, 
who pleased to bring Ifeanyi 
home, has also given her an-
other son in me to support her, 
as Ifeanyi used to,” Obi said. 
   In a statement yesterday, Obi 
disclosed that he travelled from 
the United Kingdom to Nigeria 
and proceeded to Enugu to at-
tend the burial. 
  He said Nwolie was among 
his supporters who took part in 
an NDC political activity on Oc-
tober 10, 2026, which was 
marred by violence. 

GOVERNOR Peter Mbah of 
Enugu State has commis-

sioned Anchorage Pharma-
ceutical Industries Limited, a 
multi-billion naira pharma-
ceutical company in Trans-
Ekulu, Enugu. 
 The opening, which was held 
yesterday, is expected to boost 
local drug manufacturing, cre-
ate jobs and strengthen health-
care delivery in the country. 
   This was even as the Chair-
man of the company’s Board 
of Directors, Rear Admiral Al-
lison Madueke (rtd), com-
mended Mbah for creating 
an investment-friendly envi-
ronment in the state, describ-
ing Anchorage as a legacy proj-
ect conceived to generate em-
ployment, develop local talent 
and contribute to economic 
development. 
   Speaking at the commis-
sioning ceremony, Mbah said 
the facility represented more 
than a pharmaceutical busi-
ness, describing it as an in-
vestment in public health, eco-
nomic growth and the future 
of young people in the state. 
 The governor congratulated 
the company’s founder, board 
and management, noting that 
establishing a manufacturing 
enterprise required substan-
tial commitment and confi-
dence in the state’s economic 
prospects. 



Newswww.guardian.ng

THE GUARDIAN, Friday,  October 23,  2026 | 31

NBTE seeks long-term apprenticeships for polytechnic students

TO equip polytechnic stu-
dents with sufficient prac-

tical skills and improve Nige-
ria’s industrial productivity, 
the National Board for Tech-
nical Education (NBTE) has 
proposed transforming the 
Students Industrial Work Ex-
perience Scheme (SIWES) into 
structured, long-term ap-
prenticeships. 
     The NBTE Executive Secre-
tary, Prof. Idris Bugaje, ex-
plained that the proposed 
reform would offer students 
hands-on experience on pro-
duction lines while complet-
ing their studies. 
   Bugaje spoke in Abuja at a 
strategic session organised 
by the Raw Materials Re-
search and Development 
Council (RMRDC), in part-

nership with the World Asso-
ciation of Industrial and Tech-
nological Research Organi-
sations (WAITRO). 
   According to the Secretary-
General of WAITRO, Benjin 
Luo, Nigeria needs stronger 
institutions to bridge the gap 
between academic research 
and the practical require-
ments of businesses. 
   Luo said researchers and in-
dustries often operate in sep-
arate environments, with ac-
ademics focused on research 
while manufacturers seek so-
lutions to production chal-
lenges and improved pro-
ductivity. 
      He said intermediary or-
ganisations could translate 
industrial needs into research 
projects and help researchers 
assess market demand and 
commercialise their innova-

tions. 
   However, Bugaje said Nigeria 
needed to strengthen its Tech-
nical and Vocational Educa-
tion and Training (TVET) sys-
tem to accelerate local man-
ufacturing, create jobs and 
reduce dependence on im-
ported products. 
   According to him, technical 
institutions must maintain 
closer relationships with man-
ufacturers to ensure that stu-
dents acquire skills relevant to 
workplace demands and the 
country’s industrial needs. 
      Citing China’s industrial 
transformation, the NBTE 
chief said Nigeria could learn 
from a system in which tech-
nical institutions work close-
ly with factories and indus-
trial zones, enabling students 
to combine classroom in-
struction with practical man-

ufacturing experience. 
   He also called for greater in-
volvement of manufacturing 
companies in reviewing aca-
demic curricula, upgrading 
laboratories and workshops, 
and expanding students’ ex-
posure to industrial envi-
ronments. 
     Bugaje said the NBTE had 
provided 90 per cent of the 
minimum academic stan-
dards for polytechnic pro-
grammes, leaving institu-
tions with 10 per cent flexi-
bility to adapt their curricula 
to the needs of local indus-
tries. 
   He called for the establish-
ment of industry advisory 
boards at the faculty and 
school levels of polytechnics 
to ensure that training pro-
grammes reflected changing 
workplace requirements. 

attacks, questioning the safe-
ty of civilians in communi-
ties that are increasingly ex-
posed to armed violence. 
   In a motion, the Chairman, 
Senate Committee on Anti-
corruption and Financial 
Crimes, Emmanuel Udende 
(Benue North-East) said 24 
people were killed in an attack 
on Sai community in Katsi-
na-Ala Local Council Area, and 
a total of 63 in another as-
sault on Bom and Aboajio vil-
lages in Ukum Local Council 

Loja of Lukosi Kingdom, Ile-Ife, Osun State, Oba Lateef Oyewale Awojobi (left); human rights activist and presidential candidate of the African Action 
Congress (AAC) for the 2027 general election, Omoyele Sowore; President, Institute of Chartered Accountants of Nigeria, Queensley Seghosime, and 
others during the closing ceremony of the 56th Annual Accountants’ Conference, themed ‘Beyond Numbers: Strengthening the Economy, Securing the 
Nation,’ held in Abuja yesterday.                    PHOTO: LUCY LADIDI ATEKO

Senate demands security overhaul as 113 killed in Benue

IN a bid to protect tenants 
from excessive rent de-

mands and unfair practices, 
the House of Representatives 
is considering a bill to pro-
hibit landlords, estate agents 
and property managers in 
the Federal Capital Territory 
(FCT), Abuja, from demand-
ing over 12 months’ rent up-
front from tenants. 
   Sponsored by Paul Nnamchi 
(Enugu East/Isi-Uzo Federal 
Constituency) and Ahmed 
Doro (Bindawa/Mani Federal 
Constituency), the bill also 
seeks to establish an author-
ity to regulate rent payments 
and resolve disputes between 
landlords and tenants. 
      In another development, 

the House of Representatives 
yesterday at plenary passed, 
for a second reading, a bill to 
amend the National Senior 
Secondary Education Com-
mission (NSSEC) Act, 2023, to 
strengthen the administra-
tion, governance and fund-
ing of senior secondary edu-
cation across the country. 
   The proposed amendment 
seeks to expand federal in-
terventions to cover public 
senior secondary schools in 
all 36 states and the Federal 
Capital Territory, as well as 
Federal Unity Colleges and 
senior secondary schools op-
erated by the Armed Forces. 
   The move comes amid the 
persistent challenges of in-

adequate funding, dilapi-
dated classrooms, shortages 
of instructional materials 
and poorly equipped labo-
ratories in public secondary 
schools, which affect teach-
ing and learning in many 
schools. 
      In the meantime, under 
the rent proposal, landlords 
would not be allowed to de-
mand over a year’s rent as a 
condition for granting or re-
newing a tenancy. 
  Among others, it also seeks 
to prevent landlords from 
using estate agents, com-
pulsory service charges, sep-
arate agreements or repeat-
ed tenancy renewals to by-
pass the restriction. 

   Individual offenders, if con-
victed of knowingly violat-
ing the restriction on ad-
vance rent, could face fines 
ranging from N500,000 to 
N5 million, while corporate 
offenders could pay between 
N5 million and N20 million. 
      Under the NSSEC bill, the 
commission would provide 
infrastructure, instructional 
materials and laboratory 
equipment to eligible 
schools.  
   Passed after its presentation 
by the House Majority Leader, 
Julius Ihonvbere, the pro-
posed amendment was trans-
mitted by the Presidency to 
the House last week. 

Reps seek ban on advance rent above 12 months

Area. 
   He added that 15 persons, in-
cluding six Mobile Police offi-
cers, were reportedly killed in 
another attack on Ayilamo in 
Logo Local Council Area, and a 
further 11 people were killed on 
October 8, 2026, when attack-
ers struck Tse Biliji and Tse 
Shishi Nyako villages in Ukum 
and also destroyed property. 
     Urging immediate govern-
ment action, Udende warned 
that the recurring attacks had 
also destroyed livelihoods, dis-

Yoruba leaders,  
ACF mourn Fasoranti

A FEDERAL High Court in Abu-
ja has sentenced a middle-

aged man, Ali Shaban Ham-
ma, to 10 years’ imprisonment 
for protecting Boko Haram ter-
rorists in his Borno communi-
ty.  
     Hamma, a father of 10 chil-
dren, was convicted by Justice 
Binta Nyako yesterday after he 
pleaded guilty to the terror-
ism charges brought against 
him by the federal govern-
ment. 
   Similarly, Justice Hawa Yilwa 
of the Federal High Court in 
Abuja has convicted and sen-
tenced a man, Sunday Frank, to 
40 years in prison after he con-
fessed to serving as a spy for an 
alleged notorious bandit leader 
in Benue State, Terwase Ak-
waza, popularly known as 
Gana. 
   The federal government, in a 
four-count charge brought be-
fore the court, had alleged that 
Frank, who hails from Katsina-
Ala Local Government Area of 
Benue State, monitored and 
provided information to Gana 
about the movement of secu-
rity agents, contrary to sec-
tions 21 and 24 of the Terrorism 
Prevention and Prohibition Act 
(TPPA) 2022. 
   Meanwhile, Hamma admitted 
knowing the Boko Haram 
members in his village and ig-
norantly refused to report 
them to the federal troops for 
arrest and prosecution.  

rupted farming and other eco-
nomic activities, and in-
creased the risk of displace-
ment. 
   Udende said deploying mil-
itary personnel in the affected 
areas of his constituency 
would strengthen security 
and reassure the people of 
their safety. 
   Supporting the motion, Sen-
ator Jide Ipinshagba won-
dered what could become of 
unarmed civilians if security 
personnel are being killed. 

According to him, the report-
ed killing of security personnel 
raised serious questions about 
the safety of ordinary residents 
who depend on the police and 
military for protection. 
   Adopting the motion, the Sen-
ate urged the federal govern-
ment to take immediate steps 
to halt further attacks in 
Ukum, Katsina-Ala and Logo 
councils, as well as other vul-
nerable communities across 
Benue State. 
   They further called on the In-

spector-General of Police, the 
Chief of Army Staff and rele-
vant security and intelligence 
chiefs to strengthen opera-
tions in the affected areas, de-
ploy adequate personnel, op-
erational resources, effective in-
telligence gathering and early-
warning systems to detect 
threats before attackers strike. 
      The Senate also called for 
rapid-response mechanisms, 
thorough investigations into 
the killings and prosecution of 
those found responsible. 

THE Director-General of the 
National Boundary Com-

mission (NBC), Adamu Adaji, 
has urged African countries to 
prioritise negotiation and the 
interests of border commu-
nities in resolving boundary 
disputes. 
   Citing the Nigeria-Cameroon 
experience as a model for 
peaceful cooperation, Adaji 
said border demarcation 
should be guided by the spir-
it of African brotherhood 
rather than confrontation. He 
stressed that the concerns of 
local communities must be 
considered in the efforts to 
settle disputes between neigh-
bouring countries. 
   Adaji, who spoke yesterday at 
the 2026 Abidjan Border Fo-
rum in Côte d’Ivoire, said the 
Nigeria-Cameroon border set-
tlement was evidence that 
diplomatic engagement could 
help move countries away 
from tension and litigation 
towards cooperation and 
peaceful coexistence. 
   The forum, with the theme, 
“People at the Borders: Cul-
ture, Integration, and Security,” 
called on African countries to 
stop viewing borders merely as 
dividing lines and instead treat 
them as spaces for cultural ex-
change, regional integration 
and collective security. 

NBC DG hails  
Nigeria-Cameroon  
border deal as dispute 
resolution model 

YORUBA Leaders of Thought 
(YLT) has described the death 

of late Afenifere leader, Reuben 
Fasoranti, as an irreparable loss 
to the race and the nation at 
large, saying that he left when 
his wise counsel was needed 
to move the nation forward. 
   In a statement by the Nation-
al Secretary, Mr Bayo Aina, the 
group noted his selfless service 
to the political development of 
the country, particularly Ondo 
State, saying he would be 
missed as a moral compass for 
a better future of the Yoruba na-
tion. 
   The YLT also praised Fasoranti 
for not betraying the cause of 
the Yoruba race by placing com-
mon interest above personal 
interest. 
   Also, the Arewa Consultative Fo-
rum (ACF) has mourned the 
Afenifere leader, describing his 
life as a remarkable record of 
service to Nigeria and his com-
munity. 
   It described him as a nation-
alist, politician and communi-
ty leader who devoted much of 
his life to progressive politics, 
good governance and the pur-
suit of a better Nigeria, saying he 
remained committed to these 
ideals throughout his life. 

THERE was angst at the Sen-
ate yesterday over the re-

ported killing of 113 people in 
four separate attacks on com-
munities in Benue State, with 
the lawmakers demanding ur-
gent security action to stop 
the bloodshed and prevent 
further loss of lives. 
   They also expressed grave con-
cern at the killing of six Mobile 
Police personnel in one of the 

From Sodiq Omolaoye, Abuja

Court jails two men  
for aiding terrorism

THE Federal High Court in 
Abuja has granted the In-

dependent Corrupt Practices 
and Other Related Offences 
Commission (ICPC) permis-
sion to play selected portions 
of its closed-circuit television 
(CCTV) footage in the N10 bil-
lion fundamental rights suit 
filed by the former governor of 
Kaduna State, Nasir el-Rufai. 
   In a ruling on separate appli-
cations, Justice Chigozie Onah 
declined el-Rufai’s request for 
the complete footage, which 
reportedly spans over six 
hours, but limited each side to 
20 minutes to play portions of 
the recordings in open court. 
     However, media personnel 
Mohammed Doka has urged 
Nigerians to use their votes in 
the 2027 general elections to 
express their displeasure over 
the continued detention of 
former Kaduna State Gover-
nor, Nasir el-Rufai. 

Court permits CCTV 
footage in el-Rufai’s  
N10b suit
• Media personnel urges 
electorate to avenge  
el-Rufai’s treatment

 From Ameh Ochojila, Abuja

From John Akubo and  
Andrew Oota, Abuja

From Ameh Ochojila, Abuja

• Bill on secondary schools funding gaps scales second readingFrom Joel Oladele, Abuja 

 From Ameh Ochojila, Abuja

By Seye Olumide 



  Nigeria, winners of Olympic football 
gold (Atlanta 1996), silver (Beijing 
2008) and bronze (Rio de Janeiro 
2016), have not participated in the 
Men’s Football Tournament of the 
Olympics in the past 10 years. 
  The Olympic Eagles drew 
a bye into this second 
round, while DR Congo 
edged Mauritania over 
two legs to set up a date 
with Nigeria. 
  All the invited players 
are to report at the AM2PM 
Hotel, Ijebu-Ode on Sunday. 
  The players invited for the 
fixture are goalkeepers 
Chinemerem Olughu 
(Nasarawa United); 
Clinton Andy (Rivers 
United); Ebenezer 
Harcourt (Sporting 
Lagos); and Michael 
Atata (Ikorodu City). 

WORLD football governing body, FIFA, yes-
terday, approved the setting up of a nor-

malisation committee to oversee Nigerian 
football until March next year. 
 According to the Nigeria Football Federation 
(NFF), FIFA in a letter said that the committee 
will manage the NFF, pending fresh elections 
into the federation’s executive committee. 
  The letter signed by FIFA Secretary General, 
Mattias Grafström and addressed to Dr 
Emmanuel Ikpeme, reads: “The normalisa-
tion committee shall consist of a suitable 
number of members, who will be appointed 
jointly by FIFA and CAF as soon as possible.” 

By Christian Okpara

By Christian Okpara

By Christian Okpara

CAF Champions League

ENUGU Rangers’ officials have assured 
Nigerians that the Flying Antelopes are 

psychologically prepared for whatever MC 
Alger will throw at them when they meet in 
the decisive second leg of their CAF 
Champions League group stage qualifier 
today. 
  Rangers won the first leg in Abeokuta 2-0 and 
need to concede less than that to make the 
groupo stage of the CAF Champions League. 
 The team arrived in Algiers on Monday to 
begin preparation for the game, which they 
have vowed to lay their lives, if necessary, to 
get the desired result. 
  But reports from Algeria have warned the 
Nigerians to be ready for all manner of “trou-
bles” when they file out against MC Alger. 
  Yesterday, the Confederation of African 
Football (CAF) threw out Rangers’ behind 
closed doors without the fans following 
reports of a fiercely charged atmosphere in 
and around the stadium.. 
  Tickets for the decisive encounter at the 
40,000-capacity Ali La Pointe Stadium in 
Douéra were reportedly sold out in less than 
an hour, underlining the scale of anticipation 
among MC Alger supporters ahead of their 

Enugu Rangers brace for Ali La Pointe 
Stadium’s cauldron as CAF throws out protest

FIFA approves normalisation 
committee for Nigerian football

THE caretaker committee set up by 
the National Sports Commission 

(NSC) “to bring sanity’” to the 
Nigerian Judo Federation (NSC), 

has disqualified members of 
the former board of the fed-

eration, including their 
president, Dr Musa Oshodi, 

from vying for positions into 
the board at the forthcoming 
electoral congress of the fed-

eration. 
  The committee also pro-
posed Oshodi and mem-

bers of his dissolved 
board’s suspension 
from every activities of 
the federation for five 
years. 

Caretaker committee  
disqualifies Oshodi, others from 
judo federation’s elections

team’s attempt to overturn a 2-0 first-leg 
deficit. 
  CAF’s rejection of Rangers’ request means 
that the Nigerians are in for a hostile atmos-
phere in Algiers. 
   The match will start by 8.00 p.m. with the 
40,000 crowd baying for Rangers’ blood. But 
Enugu Rangers’ General Manager, Amobi 
Ezeaku, says that the team is not disturbed by 
whatever the crowd does outside the pitch. 
 He said: “We came to Algeria early to get used 
to the weather conditions and the environ-
ment. 
  “The game will be decided on the pitch by the 
players and not by whatever happens outside 
it. We are prepared and ready to go.” 
  CAF has responded to Rangers’ security con-
cerns by appointing Ugandan security expert 
Dixon Okello as security officer for the 
encounter. 
  The governing body also named Egypt’s 
Hisham Salaheldin Mostafa as match commis-
sioner, Lesotho’s David Molise as referee and 
Togo’s Koku Ognankotan Ntale as referee 
assessor. 
  The appointments underline the importance 
of security and match management ahead of 

the fixture, although they do not resolve the 
underlying dispute between the clubs. 
  There were reports yesterday that MC Alger 
held a meeting on Wednesday involving cap-
tain Ayoub Abdelouali and head coach Khaled 
Ben Yahia, with the players reportedly pledg-
ing to produce a comeback and win by at least 
three goals. 
  The Algerian side will be without suspended 
defender Oussama Benhaoua and injured cap-
tain Ayoub Abdellaoui, but 
midfielder Mohamed 
Benkhemassa and forward 
Ben Ahmed Kohili are 
available again. 
  This game has a histori-
cal precedent with 
MC Alger the win-
ning side in 
1976. 

HEAD Coach Éric Chelle has invited 31 players 
to the U-23 national team camp, as the 

countdown begins for next month’s U-23 Africa 
Cup of Nations qualifying fixture against the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. 
  On the roster are four goalkeepers, nine defend-
ers, eight midfielders and 10 forwards. 
Both countries will do battle in the first leg of the 
fixture inside the TP Mazembe Stadium in 
Lubumbashi on November 13, with the return 
leg at the Remo Stars Stadium, Ikenne-Remo on 
November 17. 
  The winner over two legs of the fixture will 
reach the final round of the qualifying phase for 
the U23 AFCON to be held in Egypt next year, at 
which Africa’s representatives at the Los Angeles 
Olympic Men’s Football Tournament will 
emerge. 
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Enugu Rangers hope to overcome MC 
Alger in Algiers today to qualify for the 
CAF Champions League’s group stage.

• Ezeaku: ‘MC Alger’s 40,000 fans no problem’

• World body to appoint members soon

• Bans former board members for five years 
• Oshodi: ‘I am not interested; I don’t  
   recognise caretaker committee’

Los Angeles 2028 Olympics

Chelle calls 31 home boys to camp for DR Congo

Today’s Football matches 
CAF Champions League 

MC Alger                v          Enugu Rangers 
English Premier League 

Ipswich Town         v         Nottingham Forest  
Spanish La Liga 

Alavés v Málaga  
German Bundesliga 

Stuttgart v      Borussia M’gladbach  
Italian Serie A 

Torino v Monza  
French Ligue 1 

Brest v Nice  

Read the remaining 
part of this story on  
www.guardian.ng

FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup

NIGERIA’S women’s U-17 team, the 
Flamingos, are faced with their toughest 

game of the ongoing FIFA U-17 Women’s 
World Cup when the face North Korea today. 
  Nigeria risks elimination if they fail to win 
the game, but a Flamingos’ victory today will 
surprise many followers of the ongoing 
championship in Morocco. 
  The North Koreans, who have lifted the tro-
phy on two occasions since the competition 
was launched in New Zealand in 2008, have 
been impressive so far in this year’s tourna-
ment, winning both of their opening match-
es to secure top spot in Group B. They have 
scored 12 goals and conceded only one, under-
lining their strength as they chase a third con-
secutive title. 

By Christian Okpara

It’s make or mar for Nigeria 
against Cup holders North Korea
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