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Death toll in Taraba terror attack rises to 50

From Charles Akpeji, Jalingo

HE death toll from a sus-

pected bandit attack on
the Binnari community in
Karim Lamido Local Govern-
ment Area of Taraba State has
risen from the 10 initially re-
ported by the police to 50, ac-
cording to community
accounts.

Gunmen invaded the com-
munity on Friday, shortly
after Jumu’ah prayers, shoot-
ing sporadically, looting food
items and residential houses,
and setting shops and motor-
cycles ablaze.

In a statement issued on Sat-
urday, the Taraba State Police
Command confirmed that 10
bodies bearing gunshot
wounds had been recovered

Learn empathy from
Macron, ADC tells Tinubu

THE African Democratic
Congress Presidential
Campaign Council (ADC-
PCC) has criticised President
Bola Tinubu over what it de-
scribed as his lack of empa-
thy for Nigerians facing
insecurity, hunger and eco-
nomic hardship, urging him
to learn lessons in responsive
leadership from French Pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron.

The council’s reaction fol-
lows reports that Macron
postponed his scheduled
state visit to Nigeria, initially
planned for October 28-29,
2026, amid domestic chal-
lenges in France.

The proposed visit, which
was also expected to include
the France-Nigeria Business
Forum in Lagos, was report-
edlyrescheduled for early
2027.

According to a statement by
the director of media and
publicity of ADC-PCC, Kola
Ologbodiyan, the reported
decision underscores the im-
portance of a leader’s respon-
sibility to remain attentive to
pressing domestic concerns.
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from the scene.

The Police Public Relations
Officer, ASP Victor Mshelizah,
said the attackers were large
in number and invaded the
village with heavy gunfire,

causing panic among resi-
dents.

However, community ac-
counts put the death toll at
50 following further searches
in nearby bushes and a river,

while Amnesty International
Nigeria reported that 40 peo-
ple were killed in the attack,
with more bodies being dis-
covered and many people
still missing.

IPO: Dangote Refinery rules out extension as offer closes Oct. 27

ANGOTE Petroleum Refin-

ery and Petrochemicals
has reported a sharp increase
in investor subscriptions as
its landmark Initial Public Of-
fering (IPO) enters its final
days, with retail and institu-
tional investors accelerating
participation ahead of the
closing date of October 27,
2026.

The company confirms that
the IPO will close on Tuesday,
27 October 2026, as sched-
uled. This is the final dead-
line, and no further

e ;

All Progressives Congress (APC) governorship candidate in Rivers State, Kingsley Chinda (left); Amanyanabo of

extension will be granted. In-
vestors wishing to participate
must complete their subscrip-
tions before the offer closes.
The surge in demand follows
the refinery’s recently released
nine-month financial results,
which showed exceptional
growth in revenue, profitability
and cash generation, reinforc-
ing investor confidence in the
company’s long-term
prospects. Dangote Refinery re-
ported revenue of $22.5 billion
and net profit of $4.73 billion
for the nine months ended Sep-

tember 30, 2026, represent-
ing a significant turnaround
from aloss recorded in the
corresponding period of
2025. Revenue increased by
144 per cent year-on-year,
while EBITDA rose to $5.5 bil-
lion, reflecting higher refin-
ing throughput, improved
operational reliability and
stronger refining margins.
The company also strength-
ened its balance sheet, mov-
ing from a net debt position
to a net cash position during
the period.

—

Bonny Kingdom, King Edward Asimini William Dappa Pepple lll; Minister of the Federal Capital Territory (FCT), Nye-
som Wike; APC deputy governorship candidate, Major Sobo Jack and Chairman, Bonny Local Government, Abinye
Blessing Pepple, when the Minister visited the Bonny Traditional Ruler in his palace at the weekend.

Sanwo-0lu vows to deliver Opebi link bridge before Christmas

By Ghenga Salau

ARELY seven months after

commissioning the Opebi-
Ojota Link Bridge in Lagos,
Governor Babajide Sanwo-Olu
has assured that the bridge
would be ready before Christ-
mas. Sanwo-Olu stated this,
yesterday, when he paid an in-
spection to the bridge to find
out what is delaying the com-
pletion of works after having
earlier promised that the
bridge would be in use by Sep-
tember.

The bridge had remained

closed to motorists since it
was commissioned on April 8,

by the Senate President,
Godswill Akpabio, on behalf of
President Bola Tinubu, despite
assurances that it would open
by the end of September. “This
bridge was completed earlier
in the year,and at one of the
media gatherings, I did men-
tion, based on the work plan
that I was told, that it would be
ready for use by the end of Sep-
tember. This is end of October
and we haven’t completed it.
Soas aresponsible governor, I
have to come and find out:
what is the delay?

“This is what we conceived to
put together an architectural

masterpiece on this Opebi
Bridge. And what is the archi-
tectural masterpiece? To repli-
cate what this area has been
known for, which is the cane
market. So, we went on an
elaborate design of steel draw-
ings that will replicate, four
hands of cane—weaving of
canes, right? And so you all
know this place as Odo-iya
alaro, and we also wanted to
bring back the historic nature
of this place so that we don’t
lose our culture, we don’t lose
the history, and we’ll remem-
ber what and how we got to
where we are.”
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_ | Mosquito-transmitted disease, (7).
7 5. Son of American Revolution, (3). 2. Device emitting light beam, (5).
7. Zodiac's 5th sign, (3).

8. Distress signal, (3).

9. LGA in Taraba State, (3).

(0. Light-emitting diode, abbr., (3).
[1. Town In Abia State, (3).

12. Reads again, (7).

16. Kangaroo, abbr., (3).

19. Leguminous seed , (3).

2l. Christian’s day of rest, (7).

25. Fish’s part used for motion, (3).
26. Excrement, (3).

27. Clergy's white vestment, (3).
28. Afflict, (3).

29. LP Presidential Candidate, (3).
30. Destiny, (3).

3I. Tanned hide, (7).

Check page 38 for solution to the puzzle

RANDOM FACTS

« Nigeria is projected
to be the world's most
affected country by
the excess heatwave
(Super EI Nino).
Anew report by the
Climate Impact Lab
predicts that the heat-
wave could cause
31,400 deaths in the
country with the
Sahel Region pre-
dicted to record
66,800 deathsasa
whole.

« African countries
with the highest
access to electricity:
1. Algeria-100%
2.Egypt-100%

3. Mauritius-100%
4.Morocco-100%
5.Seychelles-100%

6. Tunisia-100%
7.Cape Verde - 98%
8.Gabon-95.1%
9.Ghana-91.9%

10. Comoros - 91.7%

if

To build a successful
business, you must start
small and dream big.

After my death, | want to be
remembered as Africa’s
greatest industrialist.

ALIKO
DANGOTE

In life, adversity builds
character; it is through
struggle that true
strength emerges.

Life is a relentless pursuit
of goals; without hard work,
dreams remain unfulfilled.

CHUNG-HEE

*DOWN

I. Person hoarding money, (5).

3. Indian yogurt dish, (5).

4, Name taken, (5).

5. From the Sun, (5).

6. Transistor, (5).

13. Female sheep, (3).

4. Editor, abbr., (2).

15. Drug Enforcement Admin. abbr.
7. Grass with edible seed, (3).
18. Jewish lIth month, (2).

19. Relating to Pope, (5).

20. Happening, (5).

21. Slow-moving mollusk, (5).
22. Yeast cake with raisins, (5).
23. Covered in water, (5).

24. Czech’s sub-currency unit, (5)
®© Olulana Olukayode
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TODAY IN HISTORY
2025 - Nigeria
Dangote Petroleum Refin-
ery unveiled an expansion
plan to boost output from
650,000 barrels per day
(bpd) to 1.4 million bpd
making it the largest refin-
ery in the world with pro-
jected annual revenues
exceeding $55 billion.
2023 - Nigeria
Supreme Court affirmed
ruling of the Presidential
Election Petition Tribunal,
which declared All Progres-
sives Congress candidate,
Bola Tinubu, as the winner
of the February 25th elec-
tion. The court led by Jus-
tice John Okoro, dismissed
petitions filed by candida-
tes of Peoples Democratic
Party, Atiku Abubakar, and
his Labour Party counter-
part, Peter Obi on grounds
that they lacked merit.

* 2022 - Nigeria
Central Bank of Nigeria
overnor, Godwin Emefie-
e, announced plans to re-
lease newly redesigned
Naira notes by December
15, with old notes ceasing
to be legal tender after Jan-
uary 31,2023. He expressed
worry that 85% of the cur-
rency in circulation was
hoarded by Nigerians.
* 2019 - Syria
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, lea-
der of the self-proclaimed
Islamic State of Iraq and
the Levant, was reported to
have blown himself up
during a U.S. military oper-
ation in Northern Syria.

*20I8 - USA
October 2018 United States
mail bombing attempts:
Police in Florida arrested a
56-year-old suspect, Cesar
Sayoc, in their hunt for the
sender of several mail
bombs to well-known fig-
ures in the U.S. Democratic
garty and people who

ave criticized U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

* 2012 - ltaly

Media tycoon and former
Prime Minister of Italy, Sil-
vio Berlusconi was found

guilty of tax fraud.

2000 - Ivory Coast

Awave of protests forced
Robert Guéi to step down as
president after the Ivorian
presidential election. Lau-
rent Gbagbo became Presi-
dent of the Ivory Coast.

*1984 - USA

The movie The Terminator,
directed by James Came-
ron, and starring Arnold
Schwarzenegger and Linda
Hamilton, was released.

* 1979 - South Korea

Park Chung-Hee, President
of South Korea, was assassi-
nated by Korean CIA head
Kim Jae-gyu. He was exe-
cuted by hanging on May
24,1980. Jae-gyu remains a
controversial figure with
many contradictions: he is
regarded by some as a pa-
triot who ended Park’s 18-
year dictatorship, and by
others as a traitor who kill-
ed his longtime benefactor.
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Tinubu out of touch with reality, economic hardship, says ADC

From Terhemba Daka and
Joel Oladele, Abuja
DIRECTORof Strategic Com-
munication of the African
Democratic Congress (ADC)
Presidential Campaign Coun-
cil (PCC), Phrank Shaibu, has
accused President Bola Tin-
ubu of losing touch with re-
ality, alleging that he is dis-
connected from the econom-
ic hardship facing Nigerians.
This comes as the Human

Five Kano
candidates accuse
NDC leaders of plot
to undermine
candidature,
petition INEC

* Sowore accuses party
of making N9b from
nomination forms,
knocks Obi

* NDC opens new Abuja
secretariat, unveils
campaign council today

From John Akubo (Abuja) and
Murtala Adewale (Kano)

FIVE candidates of the Nigeria

Democratic Congress (NDC)
in Kano State have accused in-
fluential figures within the par-
ty of orchestrating a campaign
to frustrate their candidature
ahead of the forthcoming gen-
eral elections.

Relatedly, the presidential can-
didate of African Action Con-
gress (AAC), Omoyele Sowore,
accused the leaders of making
N9 billion from the sale of nom-
ination forms while allegedly
running the party from their liv-
ing rooms.

Meanwhile, the party will today
activate a new phase of its
preparations for the 2027 elec-
tions with the inauguration of
its National Campaign Council,
the commissioning of its na-
tional secretariat in Abuja and
the presentation of Certificates
of Return to its candidates.

The Kano candidates alleged
that certain party officials were
deploying protests, petitions
and media campaigns to un-
dermine their emergence, de-
spite subsisting Federal High
Courtjudgments affirming the
candidature of two of them.

In a petition submitted to In-
dependent National Electoral
Commission (INEC), Kano office,
addressed to Chairman of the
Commission, the candidates
urged the electoral umpire to re-
sist calculated attempts to in-
timidate its officials and inter-
fere with pendingjudicial pro-
ceedings.

The petition, signed by their
counsel, Bola Aidi, SAN, was
written in response to an earli-
er petition dated October 16,
2026, reportedly submitted by
Tahir Chambers on behalf of the
Kano State chapter of the NDC
against an INEC official, Mrs.
Hauwa Buhari.

Read the remaining story
on www.guardian.ng

* HURIWA knocks President over hunger blame on opposition

* City Boy Movement claims youth turnout at Kaduna rally validates mobilisation efforts

Rights Writers Association of
Nigeria (HURIWA) criticised
the President for blaming op-
position parties for hunger
and poverty, urging him to fo-
cus on worsening insecurity
and the economic hardship
facing millions of Nigerians.

Meanwhile, the City Boys
Movement (CBM)claimed that
the massive turnout of young
Nigerians at Saturday's APC
presidential campaign flag-off
in Kaduna State validated its
grassroots mobilisation efforts.

Shaibu, during an interview
on Arise News yesterday, fault-
ed the President for blaming
the opposition for hunger de-
spite spending three and a
half years in office.

“He has lost touch with reali-
ty. Bola is not aware of his en-
vironment. He is not aware of
what Nigerians are going

Tinubu -

through. He’s not even aware
that he’s President,” Shaibu
said.

The ADC chief described Tin-
ubu’s explanation of the coun-
try’s hunger crisis as delu-
sional, arguing that the Pres-
ident should take responsi-
bility for the economic situa-
tion under his administra-
tion.

“Iwatched him yesterday;and
my eight-year-old son, who
was beside me, said, ‘What’s
this man talking about?’ He
hasbeen in office for threeand
a half years, and he’s talking
about hunger being created
by the opposition. I thinkitis
delusional,” he said.

Shaibu challenged Tinubu to
compare the cost of living
when he assumed office on
May 29,2023, with the present
situation, arguing that Nige-

Obi

rians should not be worse off
under his leadership.

URIWA said the President's

re-election campaign flag-
off in Kaduna provided an op-
portunity to address the se-
curity crisis in the North and
the rising cost of living. How-
ever, itaccused him of shifting
responsibility onto political
opponents rather than pre-
senting concrete solutions.

In a statement signed yester-

day by its National Coordina-
tor, Emmanuel Onwubiko,
HURIWA challenged Tinubu to
explain his administration's
plans to defeat terrorists, dis-
mantle kidnapping networks
and rescue Nigerians held cap-
tive across the country.

The group expressed con-
cern over continuing attacks
and abductions in Borno,
Kwara, Niger and other af-

Falae

fected states. It said the gov-
ernment must provide clear
timelines for rescue opera-
tions and strengthen intelli-
gence gathering to prevent
further attacks.

"Nigerians cannot afford an-
other campaign season filled
with promises while families
continue to wait desperately
for the return of abducted rel-
atives and communities re-
main vulnerable to armed at-
tacks," HURIWA said.

It maintained that the gov-
ernment should measure its
performance by the lives it
protected, the captives it res-
cued and the communities it
made safe.

Faulting Tinubu's response to
complaintsabout hungerand
poverty, the association ar-
gued that his administration
mustaccept responsibility for
the consequences of its eco-
nomic policies since taking
office in May 2023.

CONUA demands withheld salaries, warns FG over delayed agreement
Oye insists on probe of N373b NELFUND disbursements

From Owede Aghajileke, Abuja

HE Congress of Nigerian

University ~ Academics
(CONUA) has demanded the
immediate payment of out-
standing salaries and other en-
titlements owed to university
lecturers, warning that its com-
mitment to dialogue should
notbe mistaken foralack of re-
solve to pursue lawful trade
union action.

This was as the Chairman, Al-
liance for Economic Research
and Ethics (AERE), Dele Oye,
called for clarity and account-
ability in the management of
the Nigerian Education Loan
Fund (NELFUND), following the
disbursement of N372.62 billion
in institutional fees and stu-
dent upkeep allowances.

CONUA accused relevant au-
thorities of delaying the con-
clusion of its proposed agree-
ment with the Federal Govern-
ment, insisting that official
recognition must translate into
meaningful collective bar-
gaining and a binding agree-
ment.

Among the outstanding pay-
ments it wants settled are three
and a half months of withheld
salaries, promotion arrears, ir-
regular payments of recently
approved entitlements and ar-
rears arising from the 25 per

cent and 35 per cent wage
awards.

The union made the demands
during a meeting of its Nation-
al Executive Council (NEC) held
at the University of Abuja (UNI-
ABUJA) over the weekend, where
itreviewed the proposed agree-
ment with the Federal Govern-
mentand otherissues affecting
lecturers’ welfare and the ad-
ministration of universities.

Inastatementissued after the
meeting, the union urged the
Federal Ministries of Education
and Labour and Employment,
alongside other relevant nego-
tiating authorities, to conclude
negotiations without further
delay.

It expressed dissatisfaction
with the handling of the pro-
posed Federal Government-
CONUA Agreement, whose lat-
est draft is dated September
2026, arguing that prolonged
negotiations and unresolved
welfare issues continued to
leave academics in financial
uncertainty.

“The welfare and legitimate en-
titlements of academics are ob-
ligations to be honoured, not
favours to be granted,” the
union declared.

CONUA also called on govern-

ment authorities and university
management to promptly pay
all verified outstanding enti-
tlements, maintain transparent
paymentrecords,and provide
clear information to affected
staff.

While reaffirming its com-
mitment to dialogue, the union
made clear thatitretained the
option of pursuing lawful in-
dustrial action if the circum-
stances warranted it.

The National President of
CONUA, Dr 'Niyi Sunmonu,
urged the Federal Government
to conclude its proposed agree-
ment with the union without
further delay, insisting that its
recognition must translate into
meaningful collective bar-
gaining and improved welfare
for members.

Sunmonu, while speaking
with reporters after the NEC
meeting, said the union would
resort to lawful trade union ac-
tion if the government failed to
address its concerns.

YE, in a commentary on

the Federal Government’s
90-day economic action plan,
said the scale of the disburse-
ment underscored the need
for clear service standards,
transparent reporting and ef-

fective complaint-resolution
mechanisms to ensure that ben-
eficiaries receive the support
they need on time.

According to the NELFUND
Student Loan Disbursement Re-
port generated on October 3,
2026, the fund had disbursed
N372.62 billion as of Septem-
ber 29, 2026, while processing
1,659,853 applications.

While acknowledging the im-

portance of the scheme, Oye
said the amount disbursed
should not be treated as the
sole measure of its perform-
ance, stressing that the gov-
ernment must also demon-
strate how efficiently the pro-
gramme serves students.

Read the remaining story
on www.guardian.ng
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At the Kaduna rally, the Pres-
ident reportedly said: "They
created the hunger. They cre-
ated the poverty. We are trying
to eradicate it."

Read the remaining story
on www.guardian.ng

Afenifere operates
‘apostolic
succession’ not
elective office,

says Olaitan
Dismisses leadership
dispute, announces
date for Fasoranti’s

burial

From Rotimi Agholuaje (Ibadan)
and Adewale Momoh (Akure)

FACIIONAL leader of the pan-
Yoruba socio-political or-
ganisation, Afenifere, Oba
Oladipo Olaitan, has stated that
the leadership succession in the
group is not determined by
campaigns or personal ambi-
tion.

According to him, established
traditions and the selection
process should guide the emer-
gence of leaders amid concerns
over internal divisions within
the foremost Yoruba body.

Meanwhile, Afenifere has dis-
missed concerns over a leader-
ship dispute following the death
of its leader, Reuben Fasoranti,
assuring the public that the or-
ganisation remains united.

Italsoannounced thatthe late
leader, who died on October20
at the age of 100, would be
buried in Akure, Ondo State, in
December.

Olaitan, during a condolence
visit to the bereaved family in
Akure, described the organisa-
tion's succession process as
"apostolic succession”.

He maintained that its leader-
ship positions were not offices
members should contest
through campaigns, but re-
sponsibilities that should
emerge through established
traditions.

The Afenifere chieftain, who
said he had been a member of
the organisation for about 47
years, expressed confidence that
the pan-Yoruba organisation
possessed the institutional
depth to overcome any leader-
ship challenges,adding thatits
members understood its tradi-
tions and established proce-
dures and that any disagree-
ment should be resolved in ac-
cordance with the organisa-
tion's established processes.
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Lagos-Calabar Coastal Highway
Promised scenic gateway or inland transport corridor?

Conceived to boost connectivity,
trade, tourism and economic devel-
opment, the Lagos-Calabar Coastal
Highway has sparked controversy
over its alignment, coastal setbacks,
environmental impact and implica-

tions for private investment. Experts,

including town planners and envi-

ronmental advocates, argue that the

project requires a comprehensive
coastal development master plan
that integrates transportation, land
use, tourism, environmental conser-
vation and long-term urban growth, |

CHINEDUM UWAEGBULAM reports. =

EN the Federal Government unveiled the
Lagos-Calabar Coastal Highway; it was pre-
sented as a transformative maritime corridor
expected to unlock tourism, stimulate regional
trade and connect coastal economies from
Lagos to Cross River State. The project’s branding
evoked images of a scenic shoreline drive that
would open up beaches and waterfront com-
munities to structured development.

However, as construction progresses, questions
have emerged among residents, developers and
urban planners about why a coastal highway
appears to have little visible connection with the
coast.

In several sections, particularly in Lagos, the
alignment runs behind existing developments,
sand-filled expanses and regulated setback
zones, offering limited direct interaction with
the Atlantic shoreline.

For stakeholders, the concern goes beyond aes-
thetics, raising fundamental questions about
planning coherence, economic objectives, and
investor confidence. At the centre of the debate
is the enforcement of shoreline setback regula-
tions along the corridor.

The Minister of Works, David Umahi, has
defended the alignment, maintaining that
coastal infrastructure must comply with envi-
ronmental safety standards and right-of-way
requirements.

Government officials argue that setbacks are
essential safeguards against erosion, storm
surges and rising sea levels, particularly amid
the growing threat of climate change.

Perhaps no case illustrates the dilemma better
than the demolition of parts of Landmark Beach
Resort in Oniry, Lagos, to make way for the high-
way.

Once regarded as one of Nigeria’s flagship pri-
vate beachfront tourism investments, the resort
had developed into a thriving leisure and hospi-
tality destination, attracting thousands of visi-
tors annually.

Landmark Africa estimated that infrastructure
worth about N42 billion was affected by the
demolition, while the broader ecosystem repre-
sented an investment of approximately $200
million. Beyond the physical structures, the
development supported more than 50 small
businesses and over 1,000 direct and indirect
jobs, highlighting the wider economic implica-
tions of the exercise.

Although the Federal Government maintained
that the affected structures encroached on the
highway’s right-of-way, the demolition reignited
debate over planning coordination, investor
protection, compensation and whether
Nigeria’s drive for infrastructure development
could inadvertently undermine its coastal
tourism potential.

Umabhi disclosed that the highway had been
conceived in 1955 and gazetted in 2006. He said
the ministry did not have a complete engineer-
ing design, subsoil investigation or other
detailed technical documents covering the
entire route. According to him, engineering
designs are developed for individual sections
after environmental assessments and soil inves-
tigations have established the route, terrain,and
technical requirements.

The minister noted that the original alignment
through Lagos, Ogun, Ondo, Edo, Delta, Bayelsa,

i L

Rivers, Akwa Ibom and Cross River states
remained intact. The ministry, however, added
a stretch connecting the coastal highway to the
existing East-West Road through Edo State.

Globally, shoreline setbacks are recognised
planning tools designed to protect public infra-
structure and private assets from environmen-
tal risks.

Controversy arises, however, when enforce-
ment appears sudden or inconsistent with
development approvals previously issued by
state planning authorities. Property owners
and developers argue that abrupt changes in
interpretation create financial uncertainty; par-
ticularly where investments were made in
good faith under existing approvals.

Urban development analysts identify two
broad models for coastal highways. Some are
designed as scenic routes that deliberately inte-
grate ocean views, beach access and tourism
infrastructure. Others function primarily as
economic transport corridors, following align-
ments further inland to improve structural sta-
bility and ensure uninterrupted traffic flow.

Nigeria’s coastal highway appears increasing-
ly aligned with the latter model. Yet the public
narrative surrounding the project has empha-
sised tourism expansion, beachfront invest-
ment and hospitality development. This appar-
ent disconnect between expectations and
implementation has fuelled criticism. A road
marketed as coastal but experienced as largely

s

generally addressed through planning and
design processes. Where erosion risks necessi-
tate moving roads inland, transparent master
plans and compensation frameworks can help
safeguard private interests and public access.

Nigeria’s experience exposes a recurring gover-
nance challenge: reconciling federal infrastruc-
ture priorities with state planning approvals
and private development timelines. Questions
remain about whether highway alignment
decisions were adequately coordinated across
the different tiers of government and whether
investors received sufficient clarity about long-
term setback requirements.

Urban planners argue that infrastructure
development and tourism need not be mutual-
ly exclusive. Around the world, coastal high-
ways improve accessibility while preserving
public access to beaches, protecting existing
investments where feasible and creating oppor-
tunities for waterfront recreation and hospitali-

For Nigeria, the task is to move beyond the
debate over whether the highway should run
closer to or farther from the coast and to estab-
lish how it can simultaneously serve transporta-
tion, environmental protection, and economic
development objectives.

This requires a comprehensive coastal corridor
development plan jointly coordinated by the
Federal Government and affected states. Such a
framework should clearly establish the high-

inland inevitably way’s right-of-way, sci-
invites scrutiny. ‘ ‘ entifically  justified
Lagos’s Atlantic corri- coastal setbacks,
dtOI” tfllals at,tfagte?i SU‘? In coastal economies, proximity to the tQUII"ism znd commer.
e ‘;ZSIS.S water is not merely symbolic; it directly - . eved(;gi‘;‘jge
including beach influences property values, tourism requirements, ecologi-
i?sorts, leisure %estitr}ai patronage and commercial viability. ~ cal Proctiectigl{l meas-
ions, residentia L . ures and public access
estates and commercial Chan_ges fo visibility 0': access can sig points.
developments. nificantly affect projected returns. It should also provide
Investors are now con- Where regulatory certainty is weak, transparent proce-
ﬁir?:gaﬁ};ﬁ; regulatory jnvestors may redirect capital towards S}l{lizgsn;or adsrrggﬁc‘;’g
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could discourage fur-
ther investment.

In coastal economies,
proximity to the water is not merely symbolic;
it directly influences property values, tourism
patronage and commercial viability. Changes
to visibility or access can significantly affect
projected returns. Where regulatory certainty
is weak, investors may redirect capital towards
markets with more predictable planning and
development frameworks.

International examples offer useful lessons.
California’s Pacific Coast Highway integrates
scenic viewpoints and tourism facilities along
cliffsand beaches, while Australia’s Great Ocean
Road balances engineering resilience with
tourism appeal, preserving panoramic ocean
views while maintaining safety buffers.

In these cases, environmental protection, land-
use zoning and investment expectations are

L}

while ensuring that
future development
complies with environ-
mental and safety standards.

Ultimately, the success of the Lagos-Calabar
Coastal Highway should not be measured solely
by the kilometres of road constructed. It should
alsobe judged by its contribution to sustainable
coastal development, regional connectivity,
tourism, environmental resilience and investor
confidence. Without that broader planning
vision, Nigeria risks building a major transport
artery that delivers connectivity but falls short
of the wider coastal development promise that
helped define it.

The challenge, they insist, is not whether gov-
ernment should build critical infrastructure,
but whether such projects are conceived within
an integrated spatial development framework
that balances environmental protection, mobil-

ity, tourism and private investment.

The Founder of the Nathaniel Atebije
Foundation for Planning Advocacy, Mr
Nathaniel Atebije, said there was no evidence
that the Lagos-Calabar Coastal Highway was
originally conceived as part of a comprehensive
coastal master plan integrating transportation,
land use, tourism, environmental management
and long-term development along the corridor.

Atebije, a former president of the Nigerian
Institute of Town Planners (NITP), said the
Federal Government should have involved
urban planners to assess potential develop-
ments and their impacts over the next 20 to 50
years, adding that inadequate physical plan-
ning contributed to the failure of many proj-
ects.

He said the highway should serve as the back-
bone of a planned coastal development system
rather than encourage uncontrolled growth.
He urged the government to engage planning
consultants to prepare a comprehensive land-
use plan for the corridor, despite the project’s
advanced stage.

Atebije also advocated evidence-based coastal
setbacks that reflect differences in erosion rates,
shoreline characteristics, elevation and existing
land uses. He called for clear demarcation of the
highway'’s right-of-way, the establishment of a
special coastal corridor planning zone and
guaranteed public access to the waterfront.

He warned that the current alignment and set-
back policy could undermine investment in
beachfront tourism, hospitality and waterfront
real estate if implemented without adequate
consideration of local conditions.

Atebije therefore recommended a Lagos-
Calabar Coastal Development Corridor Plan to
be urgently developed by the Federal
Government and the affected states, to connect
planned development centres with conserva-
tion areas while balancing economic growth,
environmental protection, and public safety.
“The highway would become the transporta-
tion spine, while a series of planned develop-
ment and conservation nodes would be con-
nected to it,” he added.

The Chairman of the NITP, Lagos State Chapter,
DrDavid Olawale, said the coastal road had been
incorporated into the Lagos State government’s
development master plan in line with estab-
lished planning principles, although its imple-
mentation was undertaken by the Federal
Government.

According to him, the project follows the pre-
scribed setbacks from the Atlantic Ocean. He
urged the government to ensure that all devel-
opments along the corridor obtain the neces-
sary planning permits and comply with
approved setback requirements to protect the
highway’s right-of-way, preserve public access to
the coast, safeguard existing investments and
promote waterfront tourism.

Olawale stressed the need for the government
to consistently enforce planning standards and
regulatory requirements for all developments
along the corridor.

Read the remaining part of
this story on www.guardian.ng
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Report warns Nigeria of looming

By ljeoma Nwanosike

GERIA may record the

world’s highest number
of additional heat-related
deaths, with an estimated
31,400 fatalities projected
between September 2026
and February 2027 under a
strong El Nifo phe-
nomenon.

Researchers at the

Domestic investors
account for 89.74% of
NGX trades, says report

As transactions hit NI5.06tr in
nine months
By Helen Oji
OMESTIC investors
accounted for 89.74 per
cent of transactions on the
Nigerian Exchange Limited
(NGX) in the first nine
months of 2026, with trades
valued at N13.5 trillion out of
the total Ni15.06 trillion
recorded on the Exchange.
According to the latest
Nigerian Exchange Limited
Domestic and Foreign
Portfolio Investment Report
for September, foreign
investors accounted for the
remaining 10.26 per cent,
with transactions valued at
N1.54 trillion, underscoring
the dominant role of local
investors in the Nigerian cap-
ital market and their contri-
bution to trading activities

on the Exchange.
Besides, total transactions at
the nation’s bourse

increased by 43.06 per cent,
from N1.27 trillion in August
2026 to N1.82 trillion in
September 2026.

Compared with the N1.6215
trillion recorded in
September 2025, total trans-
actions in the review month
increased by 12.01 per cent,
reflecting a rise in the value
of shares traded on the
Exchange.

NDC flays APC over Nib
SUVs for youth leaders

IGERIA Democratic

Congress (NDC) has crit-
icised the All Progressives
Congress (APC) after Dayo
Israel announced the distri-
bution of brand-new Toyota
Prado SUVs to selected youth
leaders for election mobilisa-
tion, estimating that seven
vehicles alone could cost
N1.015 billion.

Israel disclosed the distribu-
tion in a video caption, stat-
ing that the vehicles were
provided to support the
party’s mobilisation activi-
ties ahead of the election.

In its response, the NDC put
the price of each 2026 Toyota
Prado at N145 million and
said the cost of seven vehi-
cles amounted to more than
N1 billion.

The opposition party
accused President Bola
Tinubu’s administration of
asking Nigerians to endure
economic hardship while
politicians enjoy what it
described as lavish spend-
ing.

University of Chicago’s
Climate Impact Lab project-
ed that the super El Nifio
could cause an estimated
451,000 additional heat-
related deaths worldwide
over the six months, with
Nigeria expected to account
for nearly half of the project-
ed 66,800 deaths across four
African countries identified
as most vulnerable.

They urged governments in
affected countries, includ-
ing Nigeria, to strengthen
hospital preparedness,
establish cooling centres,
provide early warnings and
protect outdoor workers to
reduce the risk of deaths

* Researchers urge strengthening of hospitals ahead of super El Nifio
* Summer heatwave linked to 50,000 deaths in Europe

from extreme heat.

According to the
researchers, Nigeria, Sudan,
Niger and Chad are project-
ed to experience the highest
heatrelated mortality bur-
den in Africa, with Sudan
expected to record 17,500
additional deaths, followed
by Niger with 10,000 and
Chad with 8,000.

Nigeria, with an estimated
population of 237.5 million,
is projected to have the high-
est heat-related mortality
worldwide under the super
El Nifio scenario, they said.

Super El Nifio refers to an

exceptionally strong
episode of EI Nifio, whichisa
rare climate phenomenon
that occurs when sea-surface
temperatures in the central
and eastern equatorial
Pacific Ocean become
warmer than normal, influ-
encing weather patterns
around the world.

The researchers attributed
the region’s vulnerability to
projected temperature
increases across the Sahel,
coupled with poverty, unreli-
able electricity and limited
access to cooling facilities.

Explaining the risks facing

Wife of the Vice President, Nana Shettima (left); her husband, Kashim Shettima; President Bola Tinub
Governor, Uba Sani, during the official flag-off of the All Progressives Congress 2027 Presidential campaign in Kaduna at the weekend.
PHOTO: STATE HOUSE

Nigeria, the researchers
noted that more than 60 per
cent of the country’s popula-
tion was estimated to be liv-
ing below the national
poverty line in 2025, while
frequent power cuts could
limit households’ ability to
cope with extreme tempera-
tures, even where electricity
connections exist.

They said poorer popula-
tions were generally more
likely to suffer heat-related
deaths than people in
wealthier regions exposed
to similar temperatures
because they had fewer
resources to protect them-
selves.

SERAP sues FG over alleged N78.8b cash transfer irregularities

By Silver Nwokoro
OCIO-ECONOMIC Rights
and Accountability

Project (SERAP) has sued the

Federal Government before

the Economic Community of

West African States (ECOW-

AS) Community Court of

Justice sitting in Abuja.

It sued the FG over alleged
financial irregularities
involving more than N78.8
billion allocated to federal
cash-transfer and social-pro-
tection programmes.

SERAP, in suit number

ECW/CCJJAPP[42/26 filed at
the weekend, is challenging
the alleged diversion, irregu-
lar expenditure and failure to
account for public funds
involving the Ministry of
Humanitarian Affairs and
Poverty Reduction, the
National Cash Transfer Office
(NCTO) and the National

Social Safety Nets
Coordinating Office (NASS-
CO).

The organisation’s action is
based on findings contained
in the Auditor-General of the

Federation’s 2024 Annual
Report, published on August
7, 2026, which, according to
SERAP, identified financial
irregularities covering vari-
ous periods between January
2023 and December 31, 2024.

SERAP is asking the court to
declare that the Federal
Government’s alleged failure
to account for more than
N78.8 billion allocated for
cash-transfer and social-pro-

tection programmes is
unlawful and violates
Nigeria’s international

human rights obligations.

It is also seeking an order
directing the government,
through the NCTO, NASSCO
and other relevant agencies,
to provide a comprehensive
and verifiable account of the
questioned funds, including
payment, beneficiary, verifi-
cation and reconciliation
records.

The organisation is further
asking the court to order an
independent and effective
investigation into the
alleged irregularities.

Falana urges Africa to support Cuba, demand end to U.S. sanctions

By Yetunde Ayobami Ojo

UMAN rights lawyer,

Femi Falana, SAN, has
urged African countries to
rally behind Cuba against
economic sanctions
imposed by the United
States, saying the Caribbean
nation made enormous sac-
rifices towards Africa’s liber-
ation from colonialism and
apartheid.

Falana said African coun-
tries owed Cuba a moral and
historical obligation to
defend its sovereignty and
right to self-determination,
recalling the country’s mili-
tary, medical and education-
al assistance to African
nations during their strug-

gles for independence and
development.

He spoke atarally organised
by the Nigeria Solidarity
Movement with Cuba in
Lagos, where he called on
African Union member
states to oppose the United
States’ economic blockade
against Cuba at the United
Nations.

Falana urged African coun-
tries to vote against the sanc-
tions and embargo during
the UN deliberations sched-
uled for October 27 and 28,
2026, arguing that the mea-
sures had inflicted severe
hardship on the Cuban peo-
ple and undermined their
fundamental rights.

He also called on the United

States Congress to ensure
compliance with what he
described as a Supreme
Court judgment invalidat-
ing tariffs imposed by
President Donald Trump
under the International
Emergency Economic
Powers Act.

Tracing Cuba’s historical
relationship with Africa,
Falana said the country’s sol-
idarity with the continent
became a cornerstone of its
foreign policy following the
1959 Cuban Revolution led by
Fidel Castro.

Falana said Cuba’s contribu-
tion to Africa extended
beyond military assistance to

healthcare, education and
development.

He recalled that during the
2014-2015 Ebola outbreak in
West Africa, Cuba deployed
more than 460 health work-
ers to help combat the dis-
ease in Sierra Leone, Liberia
and Guinea, including a con-
tingent of 165 personnel
through the World Health
Organisation.

On the United States’ sanc-
tions, he described the eco-
nomic blockade imposed on
Cubasince 1962 as illegal and
inconsistent with the princi-
ples of the United Nations
Charter, which recognises
the sovereignty and political
independence of states.

heatwave, fatalities

FANWHILE, this sum-

mer Europe experi-
enced an estimated 50,000
heat-related deaths.

Europe is the world’s
fastest-warming continent,
and this summer was the
region’s hottest on record,
with new temperature
highs set in several coun-
tries amid back-to-back
heatwaves.

This year’s excess heat
deaths were the worst this
century, far exceeding the
previous record of 29,000
heatrelated deaths in the
summer of 2022, according
to two papers in the journal
Nature Health.

Exhibition spotlights
economic potential of

creative industry
By Abigail Ikhaghu
XHIBITION, titled ‘The
Convergence: The Iconic

Architect & the Icons of Art;
organised by AD Consulting
in partnership with Ecobank
Nigeria at the Ecobank Pan
African Centre (EPAC), Lagos,
has brought together artists,
architects, collectors, patrons
and members of the public
to celebrate Nigeria’s creative
heritage and explore oppor-
tunities for collaboration.

Speaking at the exhibition,
Olajumoke Adenowo, said
the initiative provided a plat-
form for meaningful conver-
sations between architecture
and visual art while strength-
ening relationships among
stakeholders in the creative
industry.

Adenowo said: “Beyond cele-
brating artistic excellence, it
underscores the importance
of supporting creative enter-
prise and encouraging
greater appreciation of
Nigerian art.”

AfDB, UK agency sign
pact to mobilise
financing for Africa

By Benjamin Alade
AII;RICAN Development
ank Group (AfDB) and
UK Export Finance (UKEF)
have signed a memoran-
dum of understanding
(MoU) to expand co-financ-
ing opportunities and
mobilise additional capital
for strategic investments
across Africa.
The agreement aims to

combine development
finance and export credit to
support infrastructure

development, energy, trade,
and other sectors critical to
the continent’s economic
growth.

The two institutions signed
the agreement on October 21
in Conakry, Guinea, on the
sidelines of the fifth UK-West
and Central Francophone
Africa Trade and Investment
Forum (WCAF V).

It was signed by the Officer
in Charge of the AfDB
Group’s Vice President,
Abdul Kamara, and the Chief
Executive of UK Export
Finance.
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53 under watch as FG, states tighten screening, health system gaps

» Lagos strengthens airport screening, public enlightenment

* Centre tracks 53 contacts as suspected Rivers case tests negative

* Port health services step up screening at five int’l airports

» NCDC considers NI00,000 stipend for quarantined contacts

* Society urges FG to upgrade intensive care units nationwide

» Kano, UPTH activate emergency response mechanisms over Ebola threat

From Nkechi Onyedika-Ugoeze
(Abuja), Ann Godwin (Port
Harcourt) and ljeoma Nwanosike

(Lagos)

S the Federal Govern-
ent intensifies efforts to
contain the Ebola Virus Dis-
ease outbreak, states are step-
ping up surveillance and pre-
paredness measures, with
Lagos strengthening screen-
ing at the Murtala
Muhammed International
Airport and public enlight-
enment, while health experts
warn of critical gaps in the
country’s intensive care in-
frastructure.

The Nigeria Centre for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention
(NCDC) has identified 53 pri-
mary contacts of Nigeria’s
confirmed case, most of
whom are under quarantine
and public health surveil-
lance, as it expands screening
at international airports to
cover passengers arriving
from all countries. The agen-
cyalsoidentified a suspected
case in Rivers State, which
subsequently tested nega-
tive.

The developments have re-
newed concerns about the
readiness of state health sys-
tems to detect and contain
possible infections, isolate
suspected cases and man-
age patients requiring spe-
cialised care.

Against this backdrop, the
Intensive and Critical Care So-
ciety of Nigeria (ICCSN) has
urged the Federal Govern-
ment to upgrade and equip
intensive care units in public
hospitals, warning that in-
adequate equipment and
personnel could undermine
the management of severe
Ebola-related complications.

The Lagos State Govern-
ment urged residents to re-
main calm but vigilant, as-
suring them that no sus-
pected cases have been de-

tected in the state.
It added that it was
strengthening  disease

surveillance, risk communi-
cation and community en-
gagement to improve early
detection and response to
potential cases.

In a statement signed by the
Commissioner for Health,
Prof Akin Abayomi, the state
government said the Min-
istry of Health, through its Di-
rectorate of Epidemiology,
Biosecurity and Global
Health, was collaborating
with relevant agencies at
points of entry, including
the MurtalaMuhammed In-
ternational Airport, to
strengthen surveillance and
preparedness.

As part of the measures, the
ministry had conducted a
strategic engagement and
assessment at the airport
with its management, Port
Health Services and other
aviation and public health
stakeholders.

The engagement focused
on passenger screening, in-
formation sharing, infection
prevention and control,and
coordination of emergency
response measures.

The government also said it
was intensifying public en-
lightenment through edu-
cational materials explaining
the symptoms, transmission
and prevention of Ebola, urg-
ing residents to rely on veri-
fied information rather than
rumours or speculation.

Abayomi noted that the ear-
ly symptoms could resemble
those of malaria and other
common illnesses. He ad-
vised residents who became
unwell, particularly after pos-
sible exposure or travel from
an area with active trans-
mission, to seek prompt
medical assessment.

In line with the state’s fever-
management policy, the gov-
ernment advised anyone
with a fever to undergo a
malaria rapid diagnostic test
before taking antimalarial
medicines. Where the result
isnegative, a healthcare pro-
fessional should assess oth-
er possible causes and de-
termine the appropriate
treatment.

Residents were also urged
to wash their hands regu-
larly; avoid contact with the
body fluids of sick people, re-
frain from handling poten-
tially contaminated materi-
als and avoid contact with
sick or dead wild animals.

The government called on
travellers arriving in Nigeria,
particularly from areas re-
porting Ebola transmission,
to cooperate with Port
Health Services and other
authorised officials, provide
accurate travel and health in-
formation when requested,

and comply with applicable
public health guidance.

Travellers who develop
symptoms during their jour-
ney or after arrival were ad-
vised to notify the appropri-
ate health personnel
promptly and seek guidance
before visiting a healthcare
facility. Airlines and airport
operators were also urged to
maintain established pub-
lic health protocols.

The government further ad-
vised anyone who suspected
exposure to Ebola, especial-
ly following contact with a
suspected or confirmed case,
to contact public health au-
thorities for guidance be-
fore visiting a healthcare fa-
cility.

Suspected cases or con-
cerns about possible expo-
sure in Lagos may be re-
ported through the state’s
emergency numbers, 112 or
767, or directly to the Direc-
torate of Epidemiology,
Biosecurity and Global
Health, Lagos State Ministry
of Health, on 0802 316 9485.

Similarly, the Kano State
Government activated its
Public Health Emergency
Operations Centre.

The Director-General of the
Kano State Centre for Dis-
ease Control (KNCDC), Prof
Muhammad Adamu-Abbas,
disclosed thisin a publicad-
visory in Kano, assuring res-
idents that the centre was on
high alert and prepared tore-
spond to any eventuality.

He urged residents to re-
main calm, avoid self-medi-
cation and refrain from us-
ing public transportation if
they developed symptoms,
to minimise the risk of ex-
posing others. He also ad-
vised that suspected cases
should be isolated immedi-

ately to prevent further
spread of the disease.

In Rivers State, the Univer-
sity of Port Harcourt Teach-
ing Hospital (UPTH) activat-
ed its infection outbreak re-
sponse mechanism as part of
efforts to strengthen pre-
paredness and response to
potential health emergen-
cies.

The hospital’s Chief Medical
Director, Prof Chituru Or-
luwene, announced the mea-
sure after a meeting with
the hospital’s Infection Pre-
vention and Control and An-
timicrobial Stewardship
Committee.

He directed the committee
toestablish a situation room
as partof a phased response,
beginning within the hos-
pital before extending to a
state-wide arrangement.

UPTH management urged
residents to remain calm,
observe basic personal hy-
giene and cooperate with
health workers at recognised
government-approved
health facilities.

It added that the hospital
was deploying its experience
and expertise to support the
response.

Port health services step up
screening in Lagos, Abuja,
Enugu, Kano, P’Harcourt

N a move to strengthen

border surveillance, Di-
rector-General of the NCDC,
DrJide Idris,announced that
Nigeria was expanding
health screening atits inter-
national entry points and
reversing an earlier direc-
tive that had limited health
declaration procedures for
international arrivals.

Speaking during a media
briefing in Abuja, Idris said
the NCDCwasreturning toa
broader screening approach

covering passengers arriv-
ing from all countries.

Port health services are
working with the Federal Air-
ports Authority of Nigeria
(FAAN), the Nigeria Civil Avi-
ation Authority (NCAA), im-
migration, customs and oth-
er relevant agencies to im-
plement the measures.

Idris identified Lagos, Abu-
ja, Enugu, Kano and Port Har-
courtas the five internation-
al airports where port health
services and other relevant
agencies were coordinating
preparedness and screening
activities.

He explained that passenger
health declaration proce-
dures had previously been
adjusted during a period of
reduced international activ-
ity,but the emergence of the
confirmed case had prompt-
ed areassessment.

He said the decision to re-
store broader screening
would be implemented in
collaboration with aviation
regulators, airport authori-
ties, airlines, immigration
and customs officials.

The NCDCboss noted that ef-
fective border surveillance
depended on coordination
among agencies with differ-
ent responsibilities at air-
ports and land borders.

The renewed screening
measures are intended to
identify travellers who may
require further assessment
based on their symptoms,
travel history or possible ex-
posure.

However, he stressed that
surveillance at entry points
must complement commu-
nity-based detection, labora-
tory testing and contact trac-
ing.

Seeking to reassure Nigeri-
ans amid public concern,
Idris said the Federal Gov-
ernment, through the Fed-
eral Ministry of Health and
Social Welfare, the NCDC, FCT
health authorities and their
partners, was responding to
the situation with urgency.

“Ebola is a serious disease,
and we are handling this sit-

Pate

Idris

uation with the urgencyitde-
serves,” he said, adding that
Nigeria had a clear response
plan, experienced personnel
and an established public
health system to manage the
threat.

He said the national re-
sponse had been activated
under an Incident Manage-
ment System, with relevant
government agencies, tech-
nical partners and public
health experts involved in
the coordination.

Idris urged public and pri-
vate healthcare facilities na-
tionwide to immediately re-
view their screening proce-
dures, triage systems, isola-
tion arrangements and pro-
tective measures.

NCDC considers N100,000
stipend for quarantined
contacts

HE NCDC is considering
Tpaying N100,000 to each
contact under quarantine
following threats by some
of them to leave the isolation
facility.

The proposed stipend is in-
tended to ease the financial
burden of complying with
public health measures and
encourage cooperation dur-
ing the monitoring period.

Idris said the Federal Gov-
ernment had activated a co-
ordinated national response
to contain the outbreak and
prevent further transmis-
sion.

He said repeated tests on
samples from the index pa-
tient had returned positive re-
sults,while samples collected
from the patient’s husband
tested negative.

According to him, the iden-
tified contacts include health-
care workers, domestic staff,
the patient’s spouse and oth-
er individuals who might
have been exposed during
medical care, sample collec-
tion or other relevant inter-
actions.

He explained that contact
tracing was ongoing and the
number of contacts could
change as investigations pro-
gressed and public health
officials verified additional
information.

He said, “A major priority for
the NCDC is identifying and
monitoring everyone who
may have been exposed to
the confirmed case. The con-
tacts include healthcare
workers at the facility where
the patient is being man-
aged, personnel involved in
collecting samples,domestic
staff and individuals within
the patient’s immediate cir-
cle.

“Under established Ebola re-
sponse protocols, contacts
are monitored for 21 days
from their last possible ex-
posure, reflecting the maxi-
mum recognised incubation
period of the disease. Fifty-
three primary contacts have
been listed and categorised

CONTINUED ON PAGE 33
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Copyright Society decries
illegal photocopying of
authors’ books in tertiary
institutions

Says widespread reproduction of
textbooks often deprives writers of
financial benefits
By Opeyemi Babalola

E Reproduction Rights

Society  of  Nigeria
(REPRONIG) has urged univer-
sities, polytechnics and col-
leges of education to adopt its
licensing programme to pro-
tect authors’ intellectual
property and ensure they
receive royalties from the
photocopying of their pub-
lished works.

A board member of the
Society, Dr Wale Okediran,
made the call during an
engagement with heads of
tertiary institutions and other
stakeholders in the South-
South geopolitical zone.

Okediran said that many
Nigerian authors  were
unaware that they could earn
additional income when their
books were photocopied,
lamenting that widespread
reproduction of textbooks
often deprived writers of
financial benefits.

Read the remaining part of this
story on www.guardian.ng

Spina hifida mortality falls
to six per cent as experts
warn of care gaps

Urge shift to lifelong support for
patients’ post-surgery
By Quadri Wahab
SPINA bifida mortality rates

in Nigeria have declined
significantly, falling to 6.0 per
cent between 2020 and 2023
from a peak of 333 per cent in
the1990s.

However, medical experts
warned that gaps in follow-up
care, late diagnosis and inade-
quate support systems would
continue to threaten the
long-term wellbeing of sur-
Vivors.

They, therefore, called for a

shift from a healthcare
approach that focuses prima-
rily on survival and surgery to
one that ensures lifelong
medical care, rehabilitation,
psychosocial support and
social inclusion for people liv-
ing with Spina Bifida and
Hydrocephalus.
The issues were discussed at a
national webinar organised
by the Festus Fajemilo
Foundation, in collaboration
with the Spina Bifida and
Hydrocephalus Association
in Nigeria (SBHAN)."

Head of Neurosurgery at the
Obafemi Awolowo University
Teaching Hospital (OAUTH),
Prof. Edward Komolafe, while
speaking during the webinar,
said although advances in
treatment had improved sur-
vival, the healthcare system
still struggled to provide the
support children need after

surgery.

Baba Aladura, David Bob-
Manuel, have stressed that
Nigeria’s numerous adminis-
trative structures need to be
urgently streamlined for
greater efficiency, as part of
moves to rebuild the country
for national transformation.
They spoke, at the weekend,
during the ninth Saint Moses
Orimolade Memorial
Colloquium, held at the
Federal Palace Hotel, Lagos,
titled: "Rebuilding Nigeria
through Faith, Values and
Ethical Leadership for
National Transformation,"
where they advocated a
review of the country's struc-
tures, noting that democracy

d

IBIDUNNI
IGIEDALO

without good governance is a
sham.

The Keynote Speaker,
Onaiyekan, who regretted that
the Nigerian house has serious
structural defects, said many
efforts had been made to keep
patching it up, but several of
them had been futile.

He said: "Rebuilding a republic
for the transformation of the
nation will require that we
revisit its body and soul. The
body of the nation has to do
with the structures of gover-
nance, what kind of political
system we want, presidential
or back to parliamentary. Do
we have a federation or a con-
federation? How do we ensure

an effective separation of pow-
ers between the Executive,
Legislative and Judiciary?”

Onaiyekan, who said that
what is being practised in the
country as politics is totally
different, however, described
Nigeria's politics as a struggle
to grab power for personal
interests and control of public
resources, regretting that this
is why it has become a do-or-
die battle for victory by all
means.

In his address, Bob-Manuel,
who described Nigeria as the
largest black population in
the world with amazing natu-
ral resources and human capi-
tal, noted that the nation had
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been bedevilled with eco-
nomic hardship, injustice,
maladministration, corrup-
tion and all social vices.

He said that Nigeria's values
and ethos had been thrown
into the dustbin, just as lead-
ership positions are treated as
"I have arrived finally."

"Christian communities
have a great role to play in
rebuilding our nation. The
first condition is our faith. The
second factor prevalent in
rebuilding any nation is
Christian values and ethical
principles.

"The solution is not merely in
desperation to take over gov-
ernment but the empower-

A

Member of the Board Ibidunni Ighodalo Foundatlon (IF), Dare A]ayl (Ieft) Dlrector of Operatlons 0r|gene Fertlllty 0Iudapo Yusuf; Medical Director,
Medical Art Centre, Dr Mojisola Aderonmu; Chairman, IIF, Pastor ltuah Ighodalo; Special Guest of Honour, Abimbola Fashola; member of Heritage
Homes, Olakitan Osuntokun, and Dr Kunle Ajayi of Origene Fertility, during the Parents-in-Waiting Conference of Ibidunni Ighodalo Foundation in
Lagos, at the weekend.

Experts blame lack of political will for Nigeria’s poor transport integration

By Olusegun Koiki
’IRANSPORT and logistics
xperts have blamed lack
of political will and poor poli-
cy implementation for
Nigeria's failure to develop an
efficient integrated transport
system.
Theylamented that the coun-
try was still lagging in inte-
grating the transport system
despite the array of local
expertise and repeated gov-
ernment policy initiatives.
The experts spoke in Lagos, at
the weekend, during the sec-
ond edition of a transport
summit themed: “Navigating
Global Disruption and The

Don seeks death penalty for railway vandals

Road Ahead: Mobility, Energy
and Trade Facilitation for
Resilient Future.”

A senior lecturer at the
University of Lagos (UNILAG),
Dr Femi Aiyegbajeje, while
speaking during a panel ses-
sion on the paper titled “Rail-
Led Multimodal Integration:
Unlocking Efficient
Transport, Trade Facilitation
and National Connectivity,
said the country's major chal-
lenge was not the absence of
workable ideas but the failure
to translate policies into con-
crete action.

He, however, recommended

the death penalty for railway
infrastructure vandals, warn-
ing that attacks on critical
transport assets undermine
mobility, logistics efficiency
and economic growth.

Also speaking at the summit,
Executive  Director  of
Operations and Technical at
Tantita Security Services
Nigeria Limited, Warredi
Enisuoh, called for the inte-
gration of security awareness
into Nigeria’s school curricu-
lum from the basic education
level.

He also advocated the deploy-
ment of advanced facial

recognition technology and
long-range thermal drones
to strengthen the protection
of vulnerable supply chains
and critical infrastructure.

Managing Principal of AZ
Logistics, Dr Azeez Mustapha,
said Nigeria had the capacity
to develop an effective inte-
grated transport system, but
lacked the political commit-
ment required to implement
policies successfully.

He, therefore, urged govern-
ment at all levels to prioritise
implementation and devel-
op a transport integration
model suited to the country's
peculiar circumstances.

LASG plans food reserve to check post-harvest losses, price gouging

By Divine Yusuf

AGOS State Government

as said that it is develop-
ing a food storage facility
designed to sustain the state
for up to 90 days during sup-
ply disruptions, as stakehold-
ers warn that inadequate
preservation, weak distribu-
tion and high processing
costs may continue to under-
mine food security.

Director in the state’s
Ministry of Agriculture and
Food Systems, Olalude
Folarin, disclosed this during
a World Food Day event
organised by Hope for Life
Initiative, in collaboration
with the Nigerian Institute of
International Affairs (NIIA)
and the Federal Institute of
Industrial Research (FIIR),

Seeks stronger value chains to tackle food insecurity

Oshodi.
Folarin said the facility, which
was reportedly between 70
and 75 per cent complete,
would store different cate-
gories of food and strengthen
the state's capacity to with-
stand disruptions in supply.
He said the commissioning
would be done in the first
quarter of 2027, highlighting
plans by the state to establish
food hubs across local coun-
cils and support innovative
agricultural businesses, while
promoting urban farming
methods, including green-
house cultivation, aquaponics
and soil-less farming.
EANWHILE, the state gov-
ernment has called for

stronger food value chains
and collaboration between
food-producing and food-
consuming states to tackle
food insecurity, reduce post-
harvest losses and improve
food availability.

The state’s Commissioner
for Economic Planning and
Budget, Ope George, who
spoke during the bi-yearly
review of the implementa-
tion of Nigeria’'s Food
Systems  Transformation
Pathways (FSTP) and valida-
tion of the draft Standard
Operating Procedure (SOP)
for the South-West geopoliti-
cal zone, said efficient stor-
age, transportation, distribu-
tion and market access were

essential to building a
resilient and sustainable
food system.

George said Lagos State, as a
major centre of consump-
tion, commerce and distribu-
tion, depended on food sup-
plies from other parts of the
country, including northern
states, making regional coop-
eration necessary to address
challenges affecting the food
value chain.

Also speaking, Nigeria's
National Food Systems
Convener, Okoro Ebere, said
the review would enable
stakeholders to  assess
achievements at federal and
state levels, document imple-
mentation challenges and
share lessons and good prac-
tices.

1out good governance is a sham, say Onaiyekan, Bob-Manuel

ing presence of the Holy
Spirit to be a true leader," he
said.

Tinubu celebrates
Bonuola at 80, hails his
enduring legacy

Says journalism must preserve
truth, hold leaders accountable

From Terhemba Daka, Abuja
SIDENT Bola Ahmed
Tinubu has said that jour-
nalism must continue to
serve the public interest, hold
leaders accountable and pro-
vide citizens with accurate
information  to  make
informed decisions.

He, however, described the
media as an indispensable pil-
lar of democracy.

The President made the dec-
laration yesterday in a tribute
to veteran journalist, distin-
guished editor and former
Managing  Director  of
Guardian Newspapers
Limited, Oyinlade “Ladbone”
Bonuola, on his birthday.

Tinubu, who celebrated
Bonuola’s remarkable contri-
butions to Nigerian journal-
ism spanning more than five
decades, described him as one
of the country’s most respect-
ed media professionals,
whose editorial courage,
integrity and commitment to
truth had left an enduring
imprint on the industry.

According to the President,
Bonuola’s professional
accomplishments  under-
scored the importance of
responsible journalism in
promoting public accounta-
bility, strengthening demo-
cratic institutions and pre-
serving factual records for
future generations.

Lagos APC vows to
deliver three million votes
each for Tinubu, Hamzat
Hamzat unveils manifesto on
October 30

By Seye Olumide, Gbenga Salau
and Kehinde Olatuniji

E Director-General of the
Lagos All Progressives
Congress (APC) Campaign
Council for President Bola

Ahmed  Tinubu, Kadri
Obafemi Hamzat (PBAT-KOH),
Musiliu  Obanikoro, has

revealed that three million
votes each would be delivered
for the party's presidential
and governorship candidates
in the forthcoming general
elections.

Director-General of the cam-
paign council, Musiliu
Obanikoro, stated this yester-
day, during a media briefing
while announcing the party's
governorship candidate, Dr
Kadri Hamzat's plan to unveil
his manifesto on Friday,
October 30,2026.

Obanikoro, who disclosed
that the event would be held
at the Wole Soyinka Centre for
Culture and Creative Arts (for-
merly the National Arts
Theatre) in Iganmu, Lagos,
maintained that Lagos State is
too important to be left in the
hands of an apprentice, rea-
son Hamzat fits the bill as the
best candidate.
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Obidients flay Umahi over claim linking Obi with IPOB members

* Group directs members to boycott APC

From John Akubo, Abuja

THE Obidient Movement
has challenged the Minis-
ter of Works, David Umahi, to
provide evidence for his al-
leged association of the Nige-
ria Democratic Congress
(NDC) Presidential candidate,
Peter Obi, with the Indige-
nous People of Biafra (IPOB).

The group also demanded
renewed investigations into
the deaths of five engineers
in Ebonyi State and a female
medical aide attached to the
minister.

The movement described

Group urges states
to domesticate urban
planning law, tackle
flooding, slums

By Victor Ghonegun

THE Nigerian Institute of
Town Planners (NITP) has
urged states to domesticate
the 1992 Urban and Regional
Planning Law, which was de-
signed to guide development
at national, state, and local
planning levels.
The institute noted that with-
out domesticating the law,
urban development in states
will continue to be classified
asillegal and operate inavac-
uum, while issues of flooding,
slum growth, and other en-
vironmental challenges will
persist across the country.
President of NITP, Dr Chime
Ogbonna, said this while ad-
dressing journalists at the
weekend ahead of the insti-
tute’s international confer-
encec/lyearly general meeting
scheduled for October 26 to30
in Lagos.
The 1992 law mandates that
all states have a State Urban
and Regional Planning Board
and thatlocal councils have a
Local Planning Authority.
But the majority of the states,
exceptLagos, haven’t created
them.

Stakeholders call for
skilled workers, better
oil asset recovery

By Victoria Nwachukwu

IGERIA’S efforts to sustain
its petroleum industry re-
guire greater investmentin in-
igenous technical capacity
and improved utilisation of ex-
isting oil assets, industry stake-
holders have indicated.
While the Petroleum Tech-
nology Development Fund
(PTDF) stressed the need to
develop skilled professionals,
strengthen research, and pro-
mote technological innova-
tion, Chairman, Board of Di-
rectors, Energia Limited,
George Osahon, highlighted
opportunities to increase the
value of mature oil assets
through further exploration,
improved recovery, and in-
vestment incentives.
Speaking ata Pre-Conference
workshop organised by the
Nigerian Association of Pe-
troleum Explorationists
(NAPE), PTDF's Executive Sec-
retary, Prof. Shu’aibu Aliyu,
said Nigeria must prioritise a
hi%hly skilled workforce ca-
pable of sustaining petroleum
operations, driving techno-
logical innovation and sup-
orting the changing energy
andscape.

Umahi’s allegation against
Obi as politically motivated,
insisting that IPOB had pub-
licly distanced itself from
the former Anambra gover-
nor and his 2022 presidential
ambition.

In a statement signed by its
Director of Media and Com-
munications, Onyeka Dike,
the movement questioned
why Umahi was linking Obi
to the separatist organisa-
tion, despite the organisa-
tion’s previous public state-
ments rejecting any associa-
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tion with him.

The group cited IPOB’s state-
ments in July and August
2022, when the organisation
reportedly disowned Obi’s
presidential bid and criti-
cised his participation in
Nigerian politics.

It challenged Umabhi to pro-
duce verifiable evidence for
his claims, arguing that sup-
port for Obi did not establish
membership of IPOB.

“Support for Obi is not
proot of membership in
IPOB,” the statement said.
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The movement maintained
that Nigerians support po-
litical candidates for vari-
ousreasons, including their
records, policy proposals,
integrity, and vision for the

country.
EANWHILE, the Fourth
Administration  of

IPOB’s Directorate of State
(DOS) has announced a boy-
cott of the All Progressives
Congress (APC) ahead of the
2027 election.

The decision is a fallout of
the non-listing of the appeal
filed by IPOB leader, Nnam-
di Kanu, to challenge his
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conviction on terrorism
charges brought against
him by the Nigerian gov-
ernment.

IPOB had earlier threatened
a boycott of the 2027 elec-
tion in the South-East if
Kanu'’s appeal was not listed
and heard.

Butin an address yesterday,
the Head of the DOS, Chris
Nwaogu, said the boycott
will specifically target the
APC.

As part of the boycott,
which takes immediate ef-
fect, IPOB members have
been directed to shun the

Officials of the Nigerian Content Development and Monitoring Board (NCDMB) and winners of the I0th Annual National Undergraduate Essay Competition, organ-
ised by NCDMB in Yenagoa, Bayelsa State, at the weekend.

Live well, live better: Medlyfe brings new approach to longevity, aesthetics

By Amarachi Okonkwo
FOR many people, the
thought of living to 90
comes with a troubling ques-
tion: what if those extra years
are marked by frailty, declining
memory, chronic illness and
dependence on others?
As living longer becomes in-
creasingly possible, health ex-
perts say the real challenge is en-
suring people can enjoy those
years in good health, with dig-
nity and independence.
This concern took centre stage
as Medlyfe Wellness and
Longevity Centre hosted the
soft launch of its longevity, well-
ness and aesthetic services at
Capital Club, Victoria Island,
Lagos,advocating early health
assessments and sustainable
lifestyle changes to help people
age better.
The centre emphasised that
healthy ageing goes beyond
extending lifespan to preserv-

ing physical strength, mental
alertness and the ability to car-
ry out everyday activities as
people grow older.

Speaking at the launch pres-
entation, Medlyfe’s Head of
Medical Services, Dr Adedotun
Ajelabi, said the goal should
be to add quality to the years
people live rather than simply
increase their lifespan.

“It’s not just about how many
yearsyou live; it's adding life to
the number of years that you
have,” she said.

Ajelabi noted that people of the
same age could experience sig-
nificantly different health out-
comes, with some remaining
active and independent while
others struggle with declining
strength, cognitive function
and other age-related chal-
lenges.

She explained that changes as-
sociated with ageing could be-
ginasearlyasaperson’s30s,in-

cluding gradual muscle loss,
reduced bone strength, ab-
dominal fataccumulationand
alterations in sleep patterns.

According to her; these changes
underscore the need for people
to pay closer attention to their
bodies and seek medical as-
sessments before potential
health problems become more
serious.

She identified physical activity,
balanced nutrition, adequate
sleep, stress management and
social support as important
components of healthy age-
ing, warning that neglecting
these factors could undermine
long-term well-being.

“Sleep is one thing that many
people just actually leave out,
and it’s one of the very impor-
tant things that we have to take
seriously if we want to reduce
our rate of ageing,” she said.

Ajelabi also highlighted the
roles of functional and regen-

erative medicine in health op-
timisation, explaining that func-
tional medicine seeks to identi
underlying causes of healt
problems, while regenerative
medicine focuses on ap-
proaches intended to repair or
restore damaged tissues and
functions.

She stressed that longevity re-
quires collaboration across
medical specialties and objec-
tive assessments to determine
individual health needs, rather
than relying on a single treat-
ment or approach.

Beyond wrinkles: Under-
standing how people age
Thediscussion also challenged
common assumptions about
ageing, particularly the belief
that Black people age more
slowly because wrinkles tend to
appear later than they do in
white people.

Read the remaining part of

this story on www.guardian.ng

2027: Rainbow Coalition set to unveil candidates in Rivers

* Fubara pledges support for coalition, Tinubu

'HE Rainbow Coalition will,

tomorrow, October 27,2026,
unveil its candidates for the
2027 general election in Rivers
State.

The coalition, founded by the
Minister of the Federal Capital
Territory, Nyesom Wike, com-
prises prominent members
of the Action Alliance (AA), the
All Progressives Congress
(APC), the Labour Party (LP),
and the Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP).

The unveiling ceremony, ac-
cording toreports, is expected
to kick off at10:00 a.m. at the
Yakubu Gowon Stadium in
Port Harcourt.

Speaking to newsmen yes-

terday, the coalition’s
spokesman, Chibike Ikenga,
said the event is aimed at mo-
bilising more support for Pres-
identBola Tinubu ahead of the
election.

He said: “What you will con-
tinue to see is the fact that the
amalgam that s called Rainbow
Coalition is coming publicly to
show the endorsement of the
candidates across those par-
ties that have become part of
Rainbow Coalition for unity,
progress, and a peaceful and
credible election in Rivers State.”

EANWHILE, Governor Sim
Fubara of Rivers State has

declared his support for Tin-
ubu and the Rainbow Coali-
tion in the state.

Fubara said he would be
backing the Rainbow Coali-
tion because the era of war is
over. Addressing his followers
in a video posted on X, the
governor declared his support
for the All Progressives Con-
gress (APC) governorship can-
didate in Rivers State, Kingsley
Chinda.

He said: “We have made peace
in the state,and Iam support-
ing the Rainbow Coalition.
President Bola Tinubu is our
president, and he is the one

that we are supporting.
“Chinda is the governorship
candidate that I am support-
ing, and everybody who be-
lieves in me will support. And
for those of you who are saying
Fubara, we want to collect
something before we run,
there is nothing to collect. I
have gone back to our family,
so please, wherever you are,
give your total support to that
coalition.
“We need to move forward; the
time of war is over, this is the
time of peace, and this peace is
taking us to another level.
Whatyou miss here you gain in
another place, that’s life.”

ruling party.

Nwaogu said: “IPOB remains
strictly non-partisan. How-
ever, we see through the
geopolitical games being
played. Those advising Pres-
ident Bola Tinubu and the
British government to with-
hold the listing of Kanu’s ap-
peal to force a vote-depleting
election boycott in the South-
East and South-South have
miscalculated.

“Our boycott is not a gift to
any Nigerian political actor;
it is an unyielding response
to systemic injustice and
state-sponsored illegality.”

Tompolo donates
buses to Tinubu’s
reelection campaign
By Seye Olumide

THE PBAT Door-to-Door
Movement, founded by
High Chief Government
Ekpemupolo, popularly
known as Tompolo, has dis-
tributed buses to its coordi-
nators in 14 states to strength-
en grassroots support for Pres-
ident Bola Tinubu ahead of
the 2027 presidential elec-
tion.

The National Coordinator of
the movement, Sunday
Asuku, presented the vehi-
cles to the state coordinators
in Abuja on Sunday, explain-
ing that the initiative was de-
signed to improve coordina-
tion and extend the group’s
activities across the states.
He said the latest distribution
complemented an earlier pro-
vision of vehicles for local
government coordinators,
adding that the new buses
would enable state officials to
oversee activities across their
respective states.

“The vehicles we gave them in
those states are mainly meant
for the local government co-
ordinators to enable them to
coordinate the affairs of their
respective local govern-
ments.”

Philanthropist donates
N2.2b medical centre
to Edo community

PHILANTHROPIST and the

ounder of the Agbonjag-
we Leemon Ikpea Founda-
tion, Dr Leemon Ikpea, has do-
nated a 62-bed medical centre
to the Ewatto, Esan South East
Local Council Area of Edo
State to improve access to
healthcare in the area and
the neighbouring commu-
nities.

The medical centre, which
was commissioned on Mon-
day, October 19, 2026, and
named after the founder, was
built at an estimated cost of
N2.22 billion.

The facility is equipped with
modern medical equipment
and is expected to reduce the
difficulties faced by residents
who had to travel consider-
able distances to access
healthcare, particularly dur-
inﬁ emergencies.

The centre will provide a
range of services, including
emergency and urgent care,
maternal and chiﬁi health,
diagnostic and laboratory
services, pharmacy services,
general medical care, pre-
ventive healthcare, specialist
and referral care, and com-
munity health outreach.
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APC chieftain warns
against North-South

showdown over Atiku
From John Akubo, Abuja

FORMER Director-Gen-
ral of the Voice of Nige-
ria (VON), Osita Okechukwu,
has warned that the dispute
over zoning ahead of the
2027 presidential election
could deepen the North-
South division.
Accusing former Vice-Presi-
dent Atiku Abubakar of
heightening political ten-
sions with his ambition,
Okechukwu, a founding
member of the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC), said the
controversy underscored the
importance of power rota-
tion in managing Nigeria's
diversity.

In a statement yesterday, he
urged Northerners to resist
what he described as ethno-
identity politics, cautioning
that regional rhetoric could
worsen divisions in an al-
ready fragile political cli-
mate, and that presidential
ambitions should not over-
ride conventions designed to
promote national unity.

Okechukwu also faulted the
African Democratic Congress
(ADC), arguing that the 2027
contest would have been less
contentious if the party had
respected zoning and pre-
sented a southern candidate.

Dangote Cement
intensifies driver

safety across Africa
CEMENT conglomerate,

Dangote Cement Plc, said
ithasintensified its commit-
ment to road safety by
strengthening measures to
improve drivers’ safety
awareness, competence and
compliance with best prac-
tices across its African opera-
tions.

Speaking at the 2026 Drivers
Safety Retreat at its Obajana
Plantin Kogi State, the Group
Managing Director, Mr
Arvind Pathak, said drivers
must “Think Safety, Act
Safely” across all its opera-
tions.

He reiterated the company’s
commitment to the safety
and welfare of its drivers,
urging them to prioritise safe
driving practices and ensure
theyreturn home safely after
every journey.

Pathak stated that the ce-
ment producer places a pre-
mium on the quality of its
products, while its drivers
play a crucial role in ensur-
ing that the products reach
customers safely and effi-
ciently.

To thatend, he stressed that
no business deliveryis worth
the loss of human life,
adding that the safety of driv-
ers is more important than
operational targets and com-
mercial considerations.

Also, the Head of Transport,
Murilo Silva, cautioned
against reckless driving,
proxy driving and other un-
safe transportation practices,
warning that such conduct
would not be tolerated.

Pastoralists push back on profiling, seek justice for 20,000 casualties

* Toll rises to seven in Friday’s Plateau attack

From Adamu Abuh (Abuja)
and Isa Abdulsalami Ahovi (Jos)

ULANI ethnic nationalities,

under the aegis of the Kau-
talPulaaku Fulbe Association
of Nigeria, have called for an
independent investigation
into alleged killings of pas-
toralists across the country,
citing an estimated 20,000
deaths in farmer-herder con-
flicts over the past decade.

The association also de-
manded an immediate end
to the profiling of Fulani com-
munities as bandits, kidnap-
pers and terrorists.

Making the call during a
peace and security confer-
ence yesterday in Abuja, the
President of the Confedera-
tion of Pastoralist NGOs
(CONPA), Dr Muhammad
Buzaye, alleged that hun-
dreds of pastoralists, includ-
ing women, children and the

President of NIDO-Qatar, Michael lhekwaba (third right), with the executive memh

elderly, had been killed in at-
tacks in Plateau, Niger, Sokoto,
Kebbi, Zamfara and other
states in recent months.
The group called on Presi-
dent Bola Tinubu to convene
a national dialogue and rec-
onciliation conference in-
volving pastoralist groups,
farmers, traditional rulers, re-
ligious leaders, security agen-
ciesand state governments to
address the persistent con-
flicts and establish a frame-
work for peaceful coexistence.
In the meantime, the death
toll in the Friday night attack
in DorowaBabuje community
in Barkin Ladi Local Govern-
ment Area of Plateau State has
risen from four to seven.
Gunmen reportedly
stormed the community
around 11 pm and first at-
tacked the vigilantes in the

area, killing four of them in-
stantly and leaving no fewer
than six others injured.

Confirming the incident, the
National Publicity Secretary
of Berom Youth Moulders As-
sociation (BYM), RwangTen-
hwong, described the killings
as unfortunate and called on
the relevant security agencies
to investigate the incident
and bring perpetrators to jus-
tice.

The Guardian learnt that
three of those injured in the
attack later died, and their
corpses have been recovered
from the bush.
MEANWHILE, CONPA fur-

ther alleged that thou-
sands of cattle had been
rustled or killed and settle-
ments belonging to pastoral-
ist communities destroyed,
thereby displacing families

and devastating livelihoods.
The group called on the fed-
eral government to investi-
gate the reported killings,
ensure that perpetrators
were brought to justice, and
provide relief materials and
assistance to the displaced
pastoralist families.
Lamenting that the term
“Fulani pastoralist” has been
profiled and criminalised as
synonymous with banditry,
kidnapping and terrorism for
too long, CONPA said the
stereotyping had encouraged
jungle justice, extrajudicial
killings and hate speech
againstinnocent pastoralists.
However, the association
condemned banditry, kid-
napping and other criminal
acts, insisting that offenders
should be identified and
prosecuted individually

rather than an entire ethnic
community being held re-

ers of the Nigerian community in Qatar presenting an award to

Amb. Mahmood Yakubu during a celebration of the Nigerian nationhood, national heritage and identity in Doha over the weekend

IGP proposes 200% gratuity, pension for retired officers

From Andrew Oota, Abuja

A;Sa part of wider reforms to
ddress the agency’s long-
standing pension challenges,
the Inspector-General of Po-
lice (IGP), Olatunji Disu, has
proposed a 200 per cent gra-
tuity for retired officers to se-
cure improved retirement
benefits for personnel of the
Nigeria Police Force (NPF).

The proposal, under which
eligible officers could retire
on pension benefits linked to
their last salaries, alongside
the enhanced gratuity, is cur-
rently being considered by a

presidential committee set
up to examine police con-
cerns.

The committee comprises
representatives of the Min-
istry of Finance, the Office of
the Accountant-General of
the Federation, the National
Salaries, Incomes and Wages
Commission, the Budget Of-
fice of the Federation, and the
National Pension Commis-
sion (PenCom).

Itis expected to recommend
measures on outstanding lia-
bilities, funding arrange-
ments and benefit
administration, providing a

framework for resolving the
pension challenges and im-
proving coordination
among the institutions re-
sponsible for policy, funding
and administration.

The proposed package is
also expected to address re-
curring protests by serving
officers seeking to exit the
Contributory Pension
Scheme (CPS), which re-
mains a contentious issue
within the force.

According to the IGP, the ini-
tiative aims to resolve out-
standing pension liabilities,
provide more adequate re-

tirement benefits and create
a more efficient pension ad-
ministration system.

He said the proposal also
seeks to cover officers who re-
tired before any new frame-
work takes effect, with
provisions to review their
benefits in line with the re-
vised terms, rather than lim-
iting reform to future
retirees.

However, the outcome will
determine whether the 200
per cent proposal is adopted,
the eligible officers,and how
approved changes are imple-
mented.

NAF to acquire |2 helicopters, kills 15 terrorists in Borno airstrikes

From Njadvara Musa (Maiduguri)
and Sodig Omolaoye (Abuja)

THE Nigerian Air Force
(NAF) said it is working on
acquiring 12 AH-1Z attack heli-
copters to strengthen its com-
bat capabilities, as the
military sustains air opera-
tions against security threats
across the country.

The Director of Public Rela-
tions and Information, NAF
Headquarters, Air Com-
modore Ehimen Ejodame,
disclosed this yesterday
ahead of the first anniversary
of the Chief of the Air Staff, Air
Marshal Sunday Aneke, on Oc-
tober30.

This comes as the air com-
ponent of the Northeast Joint

Task Force (JTF), Operation
Hadin Kai (OPHK), has re-
ported killing 15 Boko Haram
terrorists in an airstrike while
the ground troops recovered
several AK-47rifles in the Bitta-
Dute axis of Gwoza Local Gov-
ernment Area of Borno State.

OPHK Acting Media Infor-
mation Officer, Capt. Mo-
hammed Goni, disclosed in a
statement yesterday that the
operation was conducted at
about 11:50 p.m. Saturday fol-
lowing credible intelligence
and confirmed sightings of
terrorist movements in the
general area of Pulka.

Goni added that the preci-
sion strike was subsequently
followed by ground opera-

tions to exploit the area and
consolidate the operational
gains.

Ejodame explained that the
planned acquisition of attack
helicopters forms part of ef-
forts to modernise the service's
fleet and improve its combat,
airlift, training, intelligence,
surveillance and reconnais-
sance capabilities.

He added that NAF received
five additional helicopters,
comprising three AW-109
Trekker Type B helicopters and
two Hi125 helicopters, in Sep-
tember.

Also disclosed that six [-39ZA
aircraft were undergoing reac-
tivation and upgrade in Slova-
kia and Nigeria, while periodic

depot maintenance ona C-130
aircraftwas ongoing in Portu-
gal.

NAF is also pursuing indige-
nous production initiatives
involving Aircraft Release De-
vice 863 impulse release car-
tridges, a 250-kilogramme
bomb-loading trolley and the
development and ground
testing of locally produced 57-
millimetre rockets, the state-
mentadded.

Ejodame explained that the
initiatives were part of
Aneke's transformation
agenda, which prioritised op-
erational effectiveness, per-
sonnel welfare, technological
advancement and institu-
tional accountability.

sponsible.

CONPA also commended
President Bola Tinubu for es-
tablishing the Federal Min-
istry of Livestock
Development but demanded
thatatleast30 per cent of the
agricultural budget should
be allocated to the ministry,
among others.

FG disburses N38.93b to
|66 tertiary institutions

HE federal government
has disbursed N38.93 bil-
lion to 166 public tertiary in-
stitutions nationwide to
address infrastructure gaps
and improve teaching and
learning facilities, the Head of
Media, Federal Ministry of Fi-
nance, Mrs Efe Ovuakporie,
disclosed yesterday.
Ovuakporie, in a statement,
explained that the disburse-
mentwas under the Needs As-
sessment Revitalisation Fund,
which covers 79 universities,
46 polytechnics and 41 col-
leges of education.

She said that universities
would receive N28.5 billion,
polytechnics N5.8 billion,and
colleges of education would
receive N4.7 billion.

According to her, the inter-
vention was also aimed at
supporting the implementa-
tion of agreed measures un-
der the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) be-
tween the federal govern-
ment and the Academic Staff
Union of Universities (ASUU).

Meanwhile, Ovuakporie said
the funds were expected to
enable beneficiary institu-
tions to commence or con-
tinue approved projects,
addressing critical infrastruc-
ture and other identified in-
stitutional needs.

Kwankwaso pledges

jobs, security, education

as Obi misses Plateau meet
From Isa Abdulsalmai Ahovi, Jos

'HE Nigeria Democratic

Congress (NDC) has
pledged to prioritise security,
education, agriculture and job
creation if elected into gov-
ernment in the 2027 general
election.

Pledging over the weekend
on behalf of the presidential
candidate, Peter Obi, during a
town hall meeting with stake-
holders in Jos, Plateau State,
the vice-presidential candi-
date of the party, Rabiu
Kwankwaso, described the
Obi-Kwankwaso ticket as a
platform for national unity.

Kwankwaso disclosed that
Obi explained to him earlier
on Friday that circumstances
beyond his control had pre-
vented him from travelling to
Plateau State, but asked him to
assure residents of their com-
mitment to the state, even as
both candidates would return
for another engagement.

Assuring that they would
harmonise their visions for
Nigeria ahead of the election,
Kwankwaso listed insecurity,
poverty, hunger, unemploy-
ment and the decline of in-
dustries among Nigeria’s
most pressing challenges.
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I<hANO State Governor, Al-
aji Abba Kabir Yusuf,
has unveiled the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) Presi-
dential and Gubernatorial
Campaign Council for the
2027 general elections, charg-
ing members to work dili-
gently towards securing vic-
tory for the party atall levels.
The inauguration ceremony
took place on Thursday at
the Coronation Hall, Gov-
ernment House, Kano.

Governor Yusuf said the ap-
pointments were based on
merit, competence, trustand
confidence in the members’

signed responsibilities.

He urged the council to
demonstrate commitment,
sincerity and effective coor-
dination in pursuing the par-
ty’s electoral objectives, stress-
ing the need for sustained
efforts towin the presidential,
governorship and other elec-
tive positions in the 2027 elec-
tions.

The Governor also called for
issue-based campaigns, urg-
ing members to focus on
communicating the party’s
programmes, policies and
achievements while engag-
ing voters constructively on

ability to deliver on theiras- matters of public concern.

Gov. Yusuf receives APC govemorship
flag at Tinubu's 2027 campaign flag-off

I(ANO State Governor, Alhaji Abba Kabir Yusuf, on Saturday
joined President Bola Ahmed Tinubu, Vice President
Kashim Shettima, the National Chairman of the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) and other prominent party leaders at the
flag-off of the party’s 2027 presidential re-election campaign
in Kaduna State.

At the event, the APC National Chairman presented Governor
Yusuf with the party’s flag as its governorship candidate for
Kano State in the 2027 general elections, marking a significant
moment in the party’s preparations for the forthcoming
polls.

The presentation signified the party’s endorsement of Yusuf’s
candidacy and highlighted Kano’s importance in the APC's na-
tionwide mobilisation efforts ahead of the presidential and gov-
ernorship elections.

The Kaduna rally attracted APC governors, elected officials, par-
ty stakeholders and supporters from different parts of the coun-
try. Kano’s delegation was prominently represented, reflect-
ing the state’s strategic importance to the party.

With its large voting population and influential position in
Northern Nigeria, Kano is expected to play an important role
in the APC’s efforts to mobilise support for President Tinubu’s
re-election bid in 2027.

In his remarks, President Tinubu commended governors
across the country for the developmental strides recorded in
their respective states, acknowledging their contributions to
governance and the delivery of development initiatives.
Yusuf had earlier charged members of the Kano State Presi-
dential and Gubernatorial Campaign Council to intensify grass-
roots mobilisation and work towards making Kano the state
with the highest number of votes for President Tinubu in the
forthcoming presidential election.

He urged campaign officials to strengthen their engage-
ment with communities, political stakeholders and voters
across the state to ensure effective mobilisation ahead of the
elections.

The Governor also advised campaign officials to focus on com-
municating the achievements and programmes of APC ad-
ministrations rather than engaging in personal attacks,
stressing the need for discipline, unity and constructive political
engagement.

Yusuf’s participation in the Kaduna campaign flag-off followed
his defection from the New Nigeria Peoples Party (NNPP) to the
APC, a development that has reshaped Kano’s political land-
scape ahead of the 2027 general elections.

The campaign launch provides an opportunity for APC lead-
ers to consolidate party structures, strengthen coordination
among stakeholders and mobilise supporters as political ac-
tivities gather momentum nationwide.

Yusuf's receipt of the governorship flag, alongside Kano’s par-
ticipation in the presidential campaign launch, underscores
the state’s central place in the APC’s preparations for the 2027
elections.
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Gov. Abba Kablr Yusuf received former Governor Dr. Abdullahi Umar
Ganduije on courtesy in Kaduna

He emphasised that the cam-
paign should be driven by
clear policy messages and a
compelling vision to
strengthen public confidence
in the party ahead of the elec-
tions.

In his remarks, the Director-
General of the council, Engi-
neer Abdullahi Tijjani
Muhammad Gwarzo, assured
the Governor that members
would work collectively and
explore every legitimate op-
portunity to achieve the par-
ty’s electoral objectives.
Gwarzo, a former Deputy Gov-
ernor of Kano State and for-
mer Minister of State for
Housing, thanked Governor
Yusuf for the confidence re-

posed in the council, pledg-
ing that members would | jus-
tify their appointments
through dedication, effective
coordination and diligent ex-
ecution of their mandate.
The council is headed by
Gwarzo as Director-General,
while the Director-General,
Media and Publicity, Kano
Government House, Sanusi
Bature Dawakin Tofa, serves as
Secretary.

The council is structured into
various sub-directorates to
ensure effective coordina-
tion, strategic mobilisation
and efficient implementa-
tion of campaign activities
ahead of the 2027 general
elections.
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Gov. Yusuf unveils APC 2027 presidential and governorship campalgn coun0|l

Left: Gov. Dauda Lawal of Zamfara State Gov. Abba Kabir Yusuf of Kano
state (middle); Gov. Dikko Radda of Katsina State during APC Presiden-
tial Campaign flagged off in Kaduna.

Kano seeks more federal road projects, durable concrete pavements

As Gov. Yusuf commissions reconstructed Nasarawa Hospital Dualized Road, Racecourse, Audu Bako Way

I<hANO State Governor, Al-
aji Abba Kabir Yusuf, has
called on the Federal Govern-
ment to sustain investmentin
capital infrastructure with
particular emphasis on
durable roads capable of with-
standing heavy traffic in Kano.
The Governor made the ap-
peal while speaking at the
commissioning of Section III
of the Abuja-Kaduna-Zaria-
Kano Expressway, where he
represented President Bola
Ahmed Tinubu.

He stressed the importance of
expanding and improving
road networks to meet the
transportation needs of Kano
and supportits growing com-

mercial activities.

Governor Yusuf also advo-
cated greater consideration of
concrete pavement technol-
ogy for suitable road proj-
ects, noting the need for
durable infrastructure that
can deliver long-term value.
He further highlighted the
importance of developing
major bypasses and other
strategic roads to improve
traffic flow and strengthen
connectivity within the state.
The Governor said improved
road infrastructure would
ease the movement of goods
and passengers, reduce pres-
sure on busy routes and sup-

port economic activities.

He urged continued cooper-
ation between the Federal
Government and Kano State
to ensure that critical road
projects receive the attention
required.

Meanwhile, Governor Yusuf,
has commissioned the re-
constructed dualized
Nasarawa Hospital Road and
Racecourse road projects. The
Governor also commissioned
the newly reconstructed Audu
Bako Way all in the central
business district of the city as
part of efforts to improve road
infrastructure and ease move-
ment within Kano metropolis.

The projects are expected to
improve access to key loca-
tions, reduce transportation
difficulties and support com-
mercial activities within the
state capital.

The improved roads will also
facilitate the movement of
residents, motorists and busi-
nesses while contributing to
the development of urban
infrastructure.

The commissioning forms
part of the Kano State Gov-
ernment’s commitment to
improving road networks
and providing infrastructure
that meets the needs of resi-
dents.

Gov. Yusuf hails Tinubu's infrastructure investment in Northern Nigeria
Umahi urges North to vote for Tinubu based on performance

I ANO State Governor, Al-
aji Abba Kabir Yusuf,
has commended President
Bola Ahmed Tinubu for pri-
oritising major infrastruc-
ture projects expected to
strengthen transportation,
trade and economic devel-
opment in Northern Nige-
ria.
The Governor gave the com-
mendation while repre-
senting the President at the
commissioning of Section III
of the Abuja-Kaduna-Zaria-
Kano Expressway.
He noted thatefficient road
infrastructure was essential
to connecting communi-
ties, facilitating the move-
ment of goods and services,
and improving the business
environment.
The Kano-Zaria corridor is
particularly important be-
cause of Kano’s role as a ma-
jor commercial and indus-
trial centre serving several
states across the North.
Improved transportation
links are expected to support

agricultural production, ex-
pand market access and cre-
ate better opportunities for
traders, transport operators
and other businesses.
Yusuf said sustained invest-
ment in critical infrastruc-
ture would contribute to
economic growth and im-
prove the movement of peo-
ple and goods across the
country.

He called for continued col-
laboration between the Fed-
eral Government and state
governments to address in-
frastructure needs and ac-
celerate development.

The Minister of Works, Sen-
ator David Umabhi, disclosed
that the Federal Government
had completed 118 kilome-
tres of the Abuja-Kaduna-
Kano Expressway, while con-
struction work on another
164-kilometre section had
reached an advanced stage.
Umabhi also said President
Tinubu’s administration was

executing road projects cov-
ering approximately 4,000
kilometres across the North-
West geopolitical zone. He
urged the North to support
the President’s re-election
for a second term, citing his
administration’s perform-
ance in the region.

Umahi explained that the
375-kilometre dual carriage-
way, which had suffered de-
lays under previous arrange-
ments, was redesigned to in-
corporate reinforced con-
crete pavement technology
to improve durability and
reduce maintenance costs.
According to him, the deci-
sion followed President Tin-
ubu’s directive to find a last-
ing solution to the deterio-
rating condition of the strate-
gic highway connecting the
Federal Capital Territory with
Kaduna and Kano states.
The Minister further dis-
closed that Tinubu had di-
rected the installation of so-

lar-powered streetlights
along the entire 375-kilome-
tre expressway to improve
visibility and security, par-
ticularly for motorists trav-
elling at night.

Umahi maintained that the
Tinubu administration was
committed to completing
projects inherited from for-
mer President Muhammadu
Buhari.

Earlier, the Emir of Daura, Al-
haji Umar Farugq, said Tinubu
deserved re-election in 2027
for his commitment to sus-
taining development in
Northern Nigeria.
Faruqurged support for the
President’s re-election, cit-
ing the completion of critical
capital projects initiated by
the late President Muham-
madu Buhari in the region.
The monarch said Tinubu
had set aside tribal and eth-
nic considerations to con-
tinue projects initiated by
his predecessor.

9.

Gov. Abba Kabir Yusuf received Emir of Daura Alh. Umar Farouk Umar on
acourtesy call at the government house, Kano.

Gov. Abba Kahir Yusuf representlng PreS|dent Bola Ahmad T|nubu in the com-
missioning Zaria-Kano express way along side Minister of Work, Engr. David
Umahi, Deputy President of the Senate, Barau Jibrin, and other dignitaries
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Mother, child die as two container trucks overturn In Lagos

LASEMA clears three other road incidents, reopens affected routes in state

By Bertram Nwannekanma and
Benjamin Alade

MOTHER and her child

eportedly died after two

heavily laden 20-foot con-
tainer trucks overturned near
Freeman Market, Mile 2, in-
ward Apapa, Lagos.

However, emergency re-
sponders cleared three other
road incidents across the state
within 24 hours.

Lagos State Traffic Manage-
ment Authority (LASTMA),
which disclosed the fatal ac-
cident in a statement, said
its rescue and recovery per-
sonnel cordoned off the af-
fected section of the road

and diverted motorists
through an adjoining service
lane to prevent further acci-
dents and ease traffic con-
gestion.

The victims were trapped be-
neath the overturned trucks
and their cargoes and sus-
tained fatal injuries.

LASTMA deployed a crane
and a heavy-duty tow vehicle
to remove the trucks and
containers, while officers of
the Nigeria Police Force pro-
vided security during the re-
covery operation. The re-
mains of the deceased were
subsequently evacuated to

the Police Mortuary in Yaba
for necessary procedures.
General Manager of LAST-
MA, Olalekan Bakare-OKki, ex-
pressed condolences to the
bereaved family and called for
a thorough investigation to
establish the circumstances
surrounding the accident.
He said investigators should
determine whether me-
chanical defects, overloading,
improper cargo distribution,
drivers’ negligence or other
factors contributed to the
overturning of the trucks.
Bakare-Oki also urged oper-
ators of articulated vehicles to

NDLEA arrests SAfrican with 36.65kg cocaine, grandmother with cannabis

* Recovers large drug consignments across nine states

By Bertram Nwannekanma
OPERAT[VES of the National

Drug Law Enforcement
Agency (NDLEA) have arrested
a 34-year-old South African
woman, Qhina Beauty, with
36.65kg of cocaine at the
Murtala Muhammed
International Airport (MMIA),
Lagos, and a 62-year-old
Nigerian-American
grandmother, Anetor Gloria
Ubong, with 9.45kg of high-
grade cannabis known as
loud, allegedly imported from
the United States.

The arrests were among a
series of operations across
the country in which NDLEA
officers recovered large
consignments of illicit drugs
in Lagos, Delta, Kano, Bauchi,
Niger, Edo, Ondo, Taraba and

Police corporal allegedly kills female colleague, commits suicide in Kogi

Oyo states.

Qhina was arrested at the
Lagos airport’s departure hall
on October 7, 2026, while
attempting to board a Qatar
Airways flight to South Africa
via Doha.

Asearch of her two travelling
bags led to the discovery of 30
blocks of cocaine weighing
36.65kg, wrapped in
cellophane tape, mixed with
dried pepper and packed into
seven parcels.

Suspects paraded with seized illicit drugs

ensure that their trucks were
roadworthy, secure their car-
goes properly and comply
with established road safety
regulations.

He stressed the importance of
regular vehicle inspections
and responsible driving in
preventing avoidable acci-
dents.

Ina separate development, La-
gos State Emergency Man-
agement Agency (LASEMA)
said it had cleared three other
road incidents within 24
hours, reopening affected
routes on the Third Mainland
Bridge.

Fallen Container.

Dredgers’ group denies extortion allegation against Lagos commissioner

By Adaku Onyenucheya

THE Dredgers Association
of Nigeria (DAN) has
denied accusing the Lagos
State Commissioner for
Waterfront Infrastructure
Development, Ekundayo
Alebiosu, of harassment,
intimidation and extortion of
dredgers and tipper operators.
The association said a report
published on online media
platforms on October 23,2026,
titled, “Dredgers Association
Appeals to Sanwo-Olu Over
Alleged Extortion, Urges
Governor to Call Alebiosu,
Cardozo to Order,” did not
originate from its national
leadership or any authorised
organ.

Inadisclaimer signed by its

National President, Batare
Akpomejero, and National
Secretary, Richard Ntan, DAN
said it neither authorised nor
issued any petition or press
statement accusing the
commissioner of
misconduct.

It also said it had no record
of the alleged impounding of
trucks and demand for
N500,000,as reported in the
publication, stressing that it
had completely dissociated
itself from the claims.

Reaffirming its relationship
with the Lagos State
Government under Governor
Babajide Sanwo-Olu, the
association described its
engagement with the
government and the Ministry

of Waterfront Infrastructure
Development as cordial and
collaborative.

On issues relating to
dredging regulations and the
interpretation of Supreme
Court judgments on
shoreline authority, DAN said
discussions were being
pursued through appropriate
institutional channels and
dialogue with relevant federal
and state authorities, rather
than through public
confrontations in the media.

The association urged the
public, the Lagos State
Government, the
commissioner and other
stakeholders to disregard the
publication as a statement
issued on its behalf.

Plateau attack: Death toll rises to seven as three injured vigilantes die

From Yusufu Aminu Idegu, Lokoja
A]pohce corporal allegedly shot and
killed his female colleague before
turning the gun on himself during
night duty at ASCO Camp in Ajaokuta
Local Government Area of Kogi State.
The incident, which occurred at about
11.04 p.m. on Friday, October 23, claimed
the lives of Corporal Amos Yusuf and
Woman Corporal Grace Onimisi.
The Kogi State Police Command,which  The po]ice said an AK-47rifle and four
confirmed the incident in a statement expended cartrjdges were recovered
issued in Lokoja yesterday by its at the scene as exhibits.

spokesperson, ASP Salifu Oyiza Oyiza  The case has since been transferred
Afusat, said both officers were taken to  to the State Criminal Investigation

are brought to justice,” he said.

He added that residents should
not be left living in fear while those
volunteering to protect their
communities were being attacked
and killed.

Afresh reportreaching The Guardian
indicated that three of the six injured
vigilantes later died, bringing the
death toll to seven.

Aresident, who identified himself
simply as Mamuda, said three bodies
were later recovered from a bush in
the community.

He appealed to the government and

Ajaokuta led a team of officers to the
scene after the incident was reported.

“Preliminary findings indicate that
Corporal Amos Yusuf, who was on
night duty, shot Woman Corporal
Grace Onimisi and thereafter shot
himself,” the statement said.

It added that the remains of the
deceased officers had been deposited
at the mortuary of ASCO Hospital.

assailants overpowered the
vigilantes with superior firepower.

The incident was confirmed by
the National Publicity Secretary of
the Berom Youth Moulders
Association (BYM), Rwang
Tengwong, who condemned the
killing of community members
volunteering to protect their
neighbourhood.

Tengwong described the attack
as unfortunate and expressed
sympathy with the victims and
their families.

“We are deeply saddened by this

From Isa Abdulsalami Ahovi, Jos

THE death toll from Friday
night’s attack on Dorowa
Babuje community in Barkin
Ladi Local Council of Plateau
State has risen from four to seven
following the deaths of three
injured vigilantes.

Gunmen reportedly stormed
the community at about 11:00
p-m., attacking local vigilantes
who were keeping watch over
the area. Four vigilantes were
killed instantly, while six others

separate medical facilities, where they

Department (SCID) for an in-depth

sustained serious injuries.

latest attack and call on the

security agencies to intensify

were confirmed dead. investigation to establish the | Theattackreportedlytriggered relevant security agencies to investigationsand ensure that those
According to the statement, the circumstances surrounding the | Panic forcingresidentstofleein yrgentlyinvestigate theincident responsible for the attack were
Divisional Police Officer (DPO) in incident. different directions as the ,pdensure thatthose responsible  brought to justice.

Police rescue kidnap victim in Oyo, arrest school bus driver over sexual assault in Delta

From Rotimi Agboluaje (Ibadan)
and Monday Osayande (Asaba)

THE police in Oyo and Delta
states have recorded
separate successes in efforts to
tackle kidnapping and violent
crimes, rescuing a 15-year-old
boy abducted in Oyo and
arresting a school bus driver
accused of kidnapping and
sexually assaulting a 14-year-
old female student in Delta.

suspected  kidnappers,
neutralising one of the
suspects, while a manhunt
continues for other members
of the gang who escaped.

The victim, identified as
Sumaila Muhammadu, was
reportedly abducted from
the Onidundun area of
Akinyele Local Council on
October18,2026.

The police said credible
intelligence received on

In a statement yesterday, the
command’s spokesperson,
DSP Olayinka Ayanlade, said
the Commissioner of Police,
Abimbola Ayodeji Olugbenga,
directed the Anti-Kidnapping
Section, in collaboration with
the Oyo Zone Vigilante Group,
tolaunch arescue operation.

The operation was carried
outatabout 9.30 p.m. in the
Pipeline area of the Ajagba
axis, along the Awe-Iwo Road,

kidnappers.

Agun duel ensued, leading to
the rescue of the teenager
and the neutralisation of one
of the suspects. Other gang
members reportedly escaped
with gunshot wounds.

According to the police, the
injured suspect was taken to
a hospital, where he was
pronounced dead. His
remains were subsequently
deposited in a morgue.

In Oyo State, the police October 22 revealed thatthe where the operatives  An Android phone and a
rescued the teenage boy kidnappersweredemanding reportedly came under fire cutlass were recovered from
during a gun duel with aransom for his release. from the suspected thescene. The bus driver.

Hot Lines: 08034990344 and 08160223638
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Police arrest suspect over railway vandalism in Ogun, recover |6 iron rods

From Azeez Olorunlomeru
and Segun Ayinde, Abeokuta

OPERATIVES of the Special
Weapons and Tactics
(SWAT) unit of the Ogun
State Police Command have
arrested a 36-year-old man,
Shobande Taofeek, over al-
leged vandalisation and theft
of railway infrastructure in
the Arigbajo axis of the state.
The police also recovered 16
railway iron rods and two
gas cylinders suspected to
have been stolen.

Spokesperson for the Com-

Babaseyi, confirmed the ar-
rest in a statement in
Abeokuta yesterday.

Babaseyi said the arrest fol-
lowed intelligence reports
about the vandalisation and
theft of railway materials in
the area.

He said that on October 23,
2026, SWAT operatives in-
tensified surveillance and
patrols in the affected area,
leading to the suspect’s ar-
rest.

According to him, the sus-
pect subsequently led the
operatives to an uncom-

mand, Deputy Superintend-
ent of Police (DSP) Oluseyi

L

pleted building where the
items were recovered as ex-

[
o

Wife in police net over alleged assault on husband in Niger

From Bala Yahaya, Minna
er State Police Com-

THE Ni

mand has arrested a 28-
year-old woman, Safiya Tukur,
tor allegedly inﬂicting adeep
cut on her husband’s man-
hood with a sharp object dur-
ing a domestic dispute in Min-
na.

The incident occurred on Oc-
tober 15 at Darul Salam,
Kpakungu, after a disagree-
ment between the couple es-
calated into a fight, according
to the police.

The Command’s Spokesper-
son, SP Wasiu Abiodun, dis-
closed this in a statement in
Minna, explaining that the
Kpakungu Police Division re-
ceived a report of the inci-
dentatabout10:09 a.m.

He said the injured man was
immediately taken to the Gen-

eral Hospital, Minna, for med-
ical attention, while his wife
was arrested.

According to the statement,
Tukur confessed during in-
terrogation to have inflicted
the injury on her husband
during the altercation.

The police spokesperson

added that the suspect had
been charged to courtand re-
manded in custody as the tri-
al continued.

In a separate incident, police
have arrested a 57-year-old
man, Yusuf Sani, over two
cows suspected to have been
stolen and found at his resi-

dence in Tungan-Noma, Mok-
wa Local Council of Niger
State.

According to him, the Mokwa
Police Division reportedly re-
ceived intelligence about the
animals on October 16 at
about 9:00 p.m., promptinga
surveillance team to visit the
residence and recover the
COWS.

Abiodun said Sani told in-
vestigators that he received
the animals from one Abdul-
lahi Dandamega, a resident of
Tungan-Noma village, who is
currently at large, for safe-
keeping.

The police said the owner of
the suspected stolen cattle
had been identified and con-
tacted, while efforts were on-
going to arrest Dandamega
and other alleged accom-
plices.

Agoro tasks LSDPC on maintenance, staff housing

By Opeyemi Babalola

THE Lagos State Head of
Service, Bode Agoro has
urged the Lagos State Devel-
opment and Property Cor-
poration (LSDPC) to strength-
en its maintenance culture,
improve staff welfare and
revive its contribution to the
state’s public servants’ hous-
ing scheme.

The Head of Service made
the call at the unveiling of
the renovated Block A build-
ing of the corporation, where

he stressed the need for pub-
lic institutions to maintain
their facilities and ensure
that investments in infra-
structure translated into im-
proved service delivery.

He congratulated the man-
agement and staff of the LS-
DPC, led by its Managing Di-
rector and Chief Executive,
Honourable Ayodele Joseph,
on the completion of the ren-
ovation, describing a con-
ducive working environment
as essential to productivi‘;y,
professionalism and effi-

ciency in the public service.
Agoro said the renovation re-
flected the corporation’s
recognition of the impor-
tance of maintaining its as-
sets and providing a work-
place that met the standards
expected of a modern public
institution.

“One of the problems we
have in the public service in
Nigeria is maintenance cul-
ture. We must maintain what
we have and ensure thatit re-
mains in good condition at
all times,” he said.

He urged staff to take re-

sponsibility for keeping their
offices clean and in good
condition, rather than leav-
ing the task entirely to clean-
ers or management.
“You must make sure your of-
fices are clean and that there
are no leakages. You do not
need to wait for a cleaner to
come before you clean your
office. The responsibility for
your office rests first and
foremost with you, the staff
member occupying it,” he
said.

Lagos risks losing history as experts seek urgent preservation of Olusi Palace

By Bertram Nwannekanma

THE gardens are gone,and a
historic palace that once
stood out forits greeneryand
traditional architecture is
showing signs of deteriora-
tion.

For Prince Tajudeen Oluyole
Olusi, head of the Olusi Royal
House of Lagos, the palace at
Oke Arin, Lagos Island, is more

reminder of the city’s history
and the craftsmanship of gen-
erations past.

As the palace approaches its
centenary, Olusi is appealing to
the Lagos State Government to
revive earlier plans to preserve
the property, warning that
neglect and the pressure for
modern development could
erase an important part of La-
gosIsland’s cultural heritage.
His appeal has received the

S

GRS A
Olusi Palace at Oke Arin, Lagos Island\J

- .

L5l
4 ,.l\
O
A =
BRI

backing of built-environment
Erofessionals, academicsand
erita§e advocates, who say
the palace offers a compelling
example of why Lagos must
move beyond identifying his-
toric buildings to taking con-
crete steps to protect them.

The concerns were raised at
a seminar organised by the
Lagos Island Cell of the Build-
ing Collapse Prevention Guild
(BCPG)on October18,2026, at
the ]laalace. The event, held to
mark Olusi’s 90th birthday,
had the theme, “Preservin
Lagos Island Heritage Build-
ings.”

Recalling the palace’s former
appearance, Olusi said the
compound once had exten-
sive gardens with aplfle, palm
and coconut trees, alongside
hibiscus and roses, making it
a distinctive landmark in its
surroundings.

He said the government,
during the administration of
former Governor Babatunde
Fashola, had indicated its in-
tention to preserve the palace.
An architect was also report-
edly assigned to develop

preservation plans covering
parts of Broad Street and the
Marina area.

However, the proposed in-
tervention has yet to trans-
late into the level of protection
he hopes to see.

Olusi urged the Commis-
sioner for Physical Planning
and Urban Development to
work with relevant agencies,
professional bodies and other
stakeholders to revive the ini-
tiative and extend preserva-
tion efforts to other historic
buildings on Lagos Island.

He argued that the palace
and similar structures should
not be demolished simply to
make way for modern or mul-
ti-storey buildings, stressing
that their architectural and
historical significance de-
served deliberate protection.

For the professionals at the
seminar, the issue goes be-
yond saving old walls and
roofs. It concerns preserving
the stories, construction
knowledge and cultural iden-
tity embedded in buildings
that have survived genera-
tions of change.

hibits.

“Preliminary investigations
indicate that the suspect
confessed to involvementin
similar offences on three
previous occasions,”
Babaseyi said.

He added that efforts were
ongoing to apprehend oth-
er suspects allegedly con-
nected with the crime and
recover additional stolen
property.

The Commissioner of Police,

Ogun State Command, Bode
Ojajuni, reiterated the Com-
mand’s commitment to pro-
tecting public assets, safe-
guarding critical infra-
structure and bringing per-
petrators of economic sab-
otage to justice.

Ojajuni urged residents to
provide the police with time-
lyand credible information
to support crime preven-
tion and enhance security
across the state.

Kamene Okonjo dies at 96

From Monday Osayande, Asaba

PROFESSOR Kamene
Okonjo, renowned soci-
ologist, women’s rights ad-
vocate and mother of the Di-
rector-General of the World
Trade Organisation (WTO),
Dr Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, has
died at the age of 96.

The matriarch of the Umu
Obi Obahai Royal Family of
Ogwashi-Uku Kingdom,
Delta State, died on Friday,
leaving behind a legacy of ac-
ademic excellence, service to
humanity and advocacy for
women’s empowerment.
She was the wife of the late
Obi (Professor) Chukwuka
Okonjo, the immediate past
Obi of Ogwashi-Uku, with
whom she shared 66 years
of marriage. She was also
the mother of the reigning
monarch, Obi (Dr) Ifechuk-
wude Anishi Okonjo I1.

Her death was announced
yesterday in a statement by
Prince Ifeakanachukwu
Emordi, Palace Secretary of
Ogwashi-Uku Kingdom, on
behalf of the royal family.

The family described the 4 .

late professor as an inter-
nationally recognised so-
ciologist whose academic
contributions and lifelong
advocacy for women’s rights
earned her respect in

Nigeria and beyond.

Despite her accom- Prof.Okonjo

ROYALTY CHURCH
— MOUNTAIN OF ANSWERS

plishments, she remained
humble, gentle and com-
passionate, the statement
said, adding that she was a
devoted mother, grand-
mother, great-grandmoth-
er and a pillar of the royal
family.
“While we mourn her pass-
ing, we celebrate a life ex-
ceptionally well lived,” the
family said, noting that her
legacy of scholarship, service,
strong family values and
commitment to women’s
advancement would con-
tinue to inspire generations.
The royal family extended its
condolences to her children,
including Dr Ngozi Okonjo-
Iweala, Dr Njideka Okonjo-
Udochi, Prince Onyema
Okonjo and Prince Chichi
Okonjo, as well as their fam-
ilies and the wider Okonjo
royal family.
Italso called on the people
of Ogwashi-Uku to celebrate
her life and
contribu-
\.\\ tions to
a" h u -

1, Prince ldongesit Avenue, Ufat, Ikot-Abasi,
Akwa Ibom State

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR CERTIFIED TRUE COPY
OF CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION:
THE INCORPORATED TRUSTEES OF ROYALTY
CHURCH — MOUNTAIN OF ANSWERS
(REGISTRATION NO. 7133471)

Notice is hereby given that The Incorporated Trustees
of Royalty Church — Mountain of Answers, Registration
No. 7133471, has applied to the Corporate Affairs
Commission (CAC) for a Certified True Copy (CTC) of
its Certificate of Incorporation.

The application follows a change in the name of one of]
the Trustees named on the Certificate of Incorporation. She
was registered as Edidiong Morgan and has changed her
name to Mrs Edidiong Idongesit James because of her
change in marital status. The change of name was
published in a national daily, approved by the Board of
Trustees, and communicated to the CAC for record.

Members of the Church, financial institutions, government
agencies and the general public should take note.
Signed:
PASTOR IDONGESIT JAMES EKANEM
Chairman, Board of Trustees
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NOVEMBER 2025 CAMBRIDGE MAY/JUNE 2026 WAEC
IGSCE EXAMINATION RESULT EXAMINATION RESULT

A"  GRADES: 67% A - B*GRADES: 94%
A*- A GRADES: 96% A - C°'GRADES: 100%
A'- B GRADES: 99%
A*- C GRADES: 100%

¢ State of the art classrooms, laboratories, boarding and sporting facilities.
* Exceptional educators who challenge minds, nurture and bring
out the best in every learner.
* Proud winners of prestigious international and national awards.
e Beautiful, serene and secure world-class campus where learning thrives.

ENTRANCE EXAMINATION FOR YEAR 7 (3SS1) DAY AND BOARDING STUDENTS FOR
THE 2027/2028 ACADEMIC SESSIONIS SCHEDULED TO TAKE PLACE AS FOLLOWS:

LAGOS
Dates: Saturday, 30th January and 6th February, 2027
Location: James Hope College, Twin Lakes Estate, Lekki, Lagos
Time: 10AM
Daie: Saturday, 6th February, 2027

Locations: 71 Usuma Sireet, Opp. Transcorp Hilton, Maitama, Abuja.

15 Nnamdi Azikiwe Road, Port Harcourt, Rivers State
Time: 10AM

APPLICATION CLOSES: FRIDAY, 22ND JANUARY 2027

Application forms can be downloaded from www.jameshopecollege.edu.ng under the
“admission"” tab or can be collected from James Hope College, Twin Lakes Estate, Lekki, Lagos.

OPEN DAYS

DATE: SATURDAY 14£TH NOVEMBER, 2026 & SATURDAY 9TH JANUARY, 2027
TIME: 9AM TO 12:30PM

Follow us on all our social media handles:

@jameshopecollege § James Hope X @JHCLekki

DOWNLOAD
APPLICATION FORMS

Tel: +2347083662229, +2347018282065,
+2347085369376, +2347015349257
Email: admission@jameshope.edu.ng

Web: www.jamehopecollege.edu.ng



TheGuardian Monday, October 26, 2026

Conscience, Nurtured by Truth

| 16

FOUNDER: ALEX U. IBRU (1945 - 2011)

Conscience is an open wound: only truth can heal it. Uthman dan Fodio 1754-1816

www.guardian.ng

Editorial

@ Guardian Nigeria ¥ GuardianNigeria & osize370421 (0] Guardiannigeria

Translating financial inclusion into wealth for Nigerians

POLICYMAKERS and development
experts worldwide widely ac-
knowledge the role of financial in-
clusion in enhancing economic
growth and development. Accord-
ing to the World Bank Group, in-
clusive finance drives growth and
resilience among the less privi-
leged. Digital financial services re-
duce transaction costs and expand
access, though they also pose con-
sumer and cyber risks. To that ex-
tent, the recent report released by
the Enhancing Financial Inclusion
and Advancement in Nigeria (EFI-
nA) has raised concerns about how
Nigeria can maximise the benefits
of financial inclusion and thus de-
velop Nigerian society in this re-
gard.

The EFInA report, presented in Abu-
ja by its Chief Executive Officer,
Foyinsolami Akinjayeju, on the out-
come of its recent survey, revealed
that greater access to bank ac-
counts, digital platforms, and oth-
er formal financial services was
not necessarily improving the fi-
nancial resilience of Nigerians. The
report indicated that Nigeria’s fi-
nancial inclusion hasrisen to 79 per
cent, but the expansion has yet to
translate into meaningful financial
security for millions of Nigerians,
with only one in four adults classi-
fied as financially healthy. This is
quite worrisome. This is contrary to
the World Bank’s expectation that

access to affordable financial services,
such as payments, credit, savings
products, and insurance, is a critical
condition for poverty reduction and
economic growth. Thisisin line with
global experiences, especially in
Emerging Markets and Developing
Economies (EMDEs), where data in-
dicate that as much as 80 per cent of
adults who save could more easily
cope with emergencies, and that
widespread adoption of digital pay-
ments by individuals and larger busi-
nesses has the potential to motivate
the formalisation of smaller busi-
nesses. Along these lines, the World
Bank Group supports emerging and
developing economies in harnessing
digital financial services responsibly;,
through policy, lending, and invest-
ments.

Given the findings of the EFInA re-
port, the question thus arises as to
why the Nigerian situation appears to
differ from global expectations. Ex-
pectedly, financial inclusion in a coun-
try should go beyond the enhance-
ment of the number of new bank ac-
counts among the less-privileged, or
of customers or that of availability of
digital channels. To determine
whether availability of more access to
financial services is helping Nigerians,
especially those in the rural areas, to
withstand shocks, meet their needs,
build wealth and reduce financial
stress, policymakers would need ver-
ifiable information that the economy

IR: In many and several

ways, creation isina pen-
sive and patient anticipation
of the revelation of the chil-
dren of God for its libera-
tion and salvation (cf. Rom.
8:19).

Created good, the world re-
alises its goodness dynami-
cally; in progression, through
the unfolding of events and
realities within the contexts
of space and time following
the rubric of history.

Because of the dynamic na-
ture of this metaphysical
goodness, creation is sub-
jectto many intervening vari-
ables. As such, while itis des-
tined for perfection, its real-
ity spells an admixture of
imperfection and corrup-
tion. One need not look far
to see the stark reality of cor-
ruption around us, which s
not simply present but has
become a prominent feature
of society.

Fortunately, its remedy
comes from the same pro-
tagonist, employing inbuilt
agency. The metaphor of salt
is universally understood as
an anti-corruption agent; a
symbol of purification,
preservation, and value.
Analogously, Christians, men
and women incorporated in

Salted men: Anti-corruption agents, guardians of integrity

Christ by faith through bap-
tism, are specially equipped
with spiritual vital minerals to
be anti-corruption agents,
who act as the ultimate pre-
servative of society’s spiritual,
moral and institutional
health. Hence, Christ called
them the salt of the earth.

As a generic term, “salted
men of the earth” represents
all authentic disciples of
Christ, Christians, divinely em-
powered to end moral deca-
dence and bring spiritual
flavour and healing to a bro-
ken world. Today, more than
ever, society groans for Chris-
tians to walk in uncompro-
mised integrity, justice, and
truth.

These “salted men” are tasked
with stepping into their roles
as anti-corruption agents by
preventing the decay of trust
and scrubbing away the rot of
systemic evil and moral deca-
dence, manifesting in various
forms: electoral manipula-
tion, nepotism, fetish prac-
tices, bribery,embezzlement,
sexual promiscuity, drug
abuse, violence, all forms of
abuse of power, possession
and pleasure, and upholding

righteousness in both gover- Fr. George Adimike can be

transforms, and redeems, they
neutralise socio-cultural and
politico-economic rot.

Derived from the ancient un-
derstanding of saltas both avi-
tal preservative and a symbol of
value, salt has seven great qual-
ities necessary for preservation
and the progress of society: a
preservative agent, a purifica-
tory factor, a seasoning ingre-
dient,a means of sustenance, a
therapeutic and covenantal el-
ement, and a sign of hospital-
ity.
Saltrealises its raison d’étre in
the value it adds to the gener-
al well-being of any object to
which it is applied. Hence,
these salted men operate as
preservationists and a coun-
terforce againstall that threat-
ens to corrode societal in-
tegrity. It takes salted men and
women to penetrate the struc-
ture of society in all its ramifi-
cations with purifying ele-
ments, and preserve it in its
best form. Salted men are men
whose corruption has been
cleansed through spiritual eru-
dition.

Read the remaining part of this
article on www.guardian.ng

nance and daily life. As salt that reached via this email:
purifies, preserves, seasons, findfadachigozie@gmail.com

as well as the living standards of the
ordinary people are being enhanced.
Presently, formal credit remains low
despite improvements in access.
Available data from the EFInA survey
indicates that formal financial in-
clusion stands at 85 per centin urban
areas, compared with just 58 per
cent in rural communities, high-
lighting a 27-percentage-point gap.
This urban/rural divide should be a
cause for concern.

Issues that need to be looked at, may
include evaluating again, the socio-
economic structure of the Nigerian
society and the spatial distribution of
productive activity to determine
whether any region is short-changed
in the inclusion of the government’s
development programmes that led
to the unfavourable outcome of the
effect of increased financial inclusion
in the creation of wealth among the
less privileged. An issue that needs to
be properly evaluated is the level of
education of the rural dweller. The
level of literacy has a great part to
play in the individual’s capacity to
leverage the opportunities financial
inclusion can confer. This may call for
the inclusion of public enlighten-
ment programmes at the rural and
suburban levels, to equip the people
living in those areas with knowledge
of how wealth can be created by ex-
ploring investment and credit avail-
ability opportunities to grow their
businesses as well as earn some in-
vestment income through the use of
digital financial products.

Education and public enlighten-
ment can open this door of oppor-
tunities for these wary Nigerians.

The state and local governments
may need to delve into this area of
advocacy in collaboration with fi-
nancial institutions to bridge the ed-
ucation and knowledge gap in this
regard.

The gender issue is also important
here. There is a need to empower
more women, especially in the rural
areas, to wholeheartedly embrace
the use of digital financial products.
Across the developing world, wom-
en play a very critical role in the
sustenance of the rural economyin
retail trade, agriculture and agro-al-
lied businesses as well as in the social
care sector. The local governments
across the country have their work
cut out for them on this issue of fe-
male gender empowerment. In-
deed, the gender gap remains a
major concern.

Also, the situation in the northern
part of the country needs to be in-
vestigated. Poor education and en-
lightenment, gender imbalance in
participation in economic activities
and thus financial inclusion, are all
worse in that region relative to
the others. The situation calls for
the attention of the political lead-
ers in the region, across the various
tiers of government, to address
these issues.

The apex monetary authority may
need to enhance the implementa-
tion of relevant programmes in
thatregion in such a way that oth-
er parts of the country would not
be left behind. There are lots of
benefits in the promotion of fi-
nancial inclusion in Nigeria and
these should not be lost.
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Tinubu’s Nigeria: Laying the foundations of Eldorado

By Sunday Ayodele Enikanselu

NIGERLA stands at a defining moment in its eco-
nomic journey. After decades of structural
weaknesses, fiscal distortions and inadequate in-
vestment in productive infrastructure, the coun-
try has embarked on a programme of economic
restructuring intended to establish a more sus-
tainable foundation for growth and national pros-
perity. The central question is whether Nigeria will
consolidate the progress achieved so far and accel-
erate the transition from economic stabilisation to
improved living standards.

President Bola Ahmed Tinubu’s administration
has undertaken consequential economic reforms,
pursued major infrastructure projects and intro-
duced initiatives aimed at expanding opportuni-
ties in education, agriculture, technology and
enterprise. These measures have imposed consid-
erable adjustment costs on households and busi-
nesses. Yet the economic foundations being
established, together with the improvements
recognised by international financial institutions,
make the next phase of implementation particu-
larly important.

The task before Nigeria is to translate economic

recovery into a better life for its people.
The removal of the petrol subsidy and the reform
of the foreign-exchange market were among the
most consequential decisions taken by President
Tinubu after assuming office on 29 May 2023. The
policies sought to address longstanding distor-
tions, reduce fiscal pressures and improve the
functioning of the economy.

Their consequences for ordinary Nigerians have
been painful. Transportation costs increased, food
distribution became more expensive, and house-
holds experienced a sharp erosion of purchasing
power. These realities must not be minimised. Eco-
nomic reform cannot be judged solely by govern-
ment revenue, exchange-rate movements or
growth statistics while families struggle to afford
basic necessities.

Nevertheless, the structural weaknesses that
made reform necessary cannot simply be wished
away. Nigeria must develop a more productive
economy, mobilise resources for essential public
services and create an environment in which pri-
vate investment can generate employment and
sustainable incomes.

The important consideration is that economic re-
structuring should not end with stabilisation. It
must lead to prosperity.

There is compelling reason to take the country’s
changing economic indicators seriously. In its Oc-
tober 2026 Nigeria Development Update, the
World Bank reported that real gross domestic
product grew by 4.2 per cent in the first half of
2026, compared with 3.9 per cent in the corre-
sponding period of 2025. The institution also re-

ported improvements in public finances and
Nigeria's external position, while noting that
stronger economic performance and increased
government revenue create opportunities to im-
prove public services and support more inclusive
growth.

The World Bank’s assessment is particularly in-
structive because it connects economic recovery
with the need for better government spending,
employment creation and improved services. Its
message is not that Nigeria’s economic difficul-
ties have disappeared, but that sustaining the re-
form momentum and using public resources
effectively will be crucial to delivering broader
benefits.

The International Monetary Fund has similarly
recognised that reforms undertaken since 2023
have strengthened macroeconomic stabilityand
resilience, improved the functioning of the for-
eign-exchange market and helped restore in-
vestor confidence. Its assessments have also
highlighted persistent poverty, food insecurity
and the difficulty many Nigerians continue to
face.

These findings provide a useful basis for evalu-
ating the country’s economic direction. They sug-
gest that Nigeria has made progress in
addressing important structural problems, but
that the benefits have not yet reached all citizens
sufficiently.

The rational response is to insist on stronger de-
livery, not to confuse the existence of unfinished
work with the absence of progress.

Investors generally require a degree of policy
consistency, predictable economic management
and confidence that the rules governing their in-
vestments will not be arbitrarily reversed. Nige-
ria’s efforts to improve its economic framework,
attract capital and strengthen infrastructure can
support these objectives. However, investor con-
fidence is a means to an end: the ultimate pur-
pose is to generate productive investment,
employment, higher incomes and improved
public welfare.

This is why the next phase of Nigeria’s economic

development deserves particular attention.
The administration’s infrastructure programme,
including the Lagos-Calabar Coastal Highway
and the Sokoto-Badagry Superhighway, reflects
an effort to improve connectivity and expand
commercial opportunities. Better transport cor-
ridors can reduce logistics costs, facilitate the
movement of agricultural produce and connect
businesses to larger markets. Improved ports,
railways and electricity infrastructure can simi-
larly support industrial development and na-
tional competitiveness.

For farmers in Oke-Ogun, traders in Lagos, man-
ufacturers in Aba and entrepreneurs in Kano, the
real value of infrastructure lies in the opportuni-

ties it creates. Aroad becomes an economic asset
when it reduces the cost of transporting produce.
Electricity becomes a development instrument
when businesses can operate more reliably. Im-
proved port operations matter when they reduce
delays and make Nigerian products more com-
petitive.

These investments must be completed to ap-
propriate standards, maintained effectively and
evaluated against their economic impact. Their
success will depend not on the number of pro-
jects announced, but on the productive activity
and improved livelihoods they make possible.

The same principle applies to education, agri-
culture and enterprise development. The Nige-
rian Education Loan Fund can widen access to
higher education. Digital-skills programmes can
prepare young people for emerging industries.
Agricultural support can strengthen food pro-
duction, while properly administered creditand
enterprise programmes can help businesses ex-
pand.

Each initiative must ultimately be judged by its

outcomes: students completing their education,
young people finding productive work, farmers
increasing outputand businesses generating sus-
tainable incomes.
The most urgent national priority, however, is the
cost of living. Nigeria’s economic recovery will
command greater public confidence when fami-
lies can afford food without sacrificing other ne-
cessities, transportation consumes a smaller
proportion of household income, and workers
experience improvements in their real purchas-
ing power.

Asecond phase of reform must, therefore, place
household welfare at the centre of economic pol-
icy. Increased revenue should translate into bet-
ter healthcare, improved schools, more effective
social protection and infrastructure that reduces
the costs of everyday economic activity. Agricul-
tural productivity must rise sufficiently to im-
prove food availability.

Employment opportunities must expand, par-
ticularly for young people. Public spending must
be transparent, efficient and directed towards
measurable improvements in living conditions.
This is the bridge between macroeconomic re-
covery and human prosperity.

The argument for continuity must be consid-
ered in this context. Economic restructuring re-
quires time, institutional consistency and
sustained implementation. Major infrastructure
projects cannot be completed overnight,and the
productive benefits of investment may take time
to emerge. Abruptly reversing policies without a
credible and sustainable alternative could intro-
duce fresh uncertainty.

Continuity, however, is not an entitlement, and
reform must never become a permanent justifi-

cation for hardship. The case for continuing an
economic programme rests on its capacity to de-
liver better results. President Tinubu’s adminis-
tration must demonstrate that the foundations
being established can produce measurable im-
provements in employment, affordability, public
services and household welfare.

The opposition must also be prepared to meet the
same standard of scrutiny.

Former Vice President Atiku Abubakar’s associa-
tion with Nigeria’s privatisation programme dur-
ing the Obasanjo administration raises legitimate
questions about the performance of privatised en-
terprises, the protection of public assets and the
lessons that should guide future transactions. The
programme involved multiple institutions, and
its outcomes cannot fairly be attributed to one in-
dividual alone. Nevertheless, a candidate seeking
national leadership should explain what he has
learnt from that experience and how he would en-
sure that future decisions involving public assets
serve the public interest.

Similarly, Peter Obi’s record as governor of Anam-
bra State deserves examination against the finan-
cial discipline he advocates nationally. Public
disputes have arisen over the state’s financial po-
sition at the end of his tenure, including compet-
ing claims concerning funds and liabilities.

Those claims should be assessed against the rele-
vant financial statements and independently ver-
ifiable records rather than treated as settled
conclusions without sufficient evidence.

These issues matter because presidential candi-
dates must be assessed on both their proposals
and their records.

Promises of cheaper petrol, rapid economic ex-
pansion or immediate relief must be accompa-
nied by credible explanations of how they would
be financed and implemented. Nigerians deserve
to knowwhether proposed alternatives would im-
prove living standards sustainably or recreate eco-
nomic distortions that future administrations
would again have to confront.

The same scrutiny must apply to the incumbent.
Government must demonstrate that reforms are
producing tangible benefits, that public resources
are properly managed and that the burdens of
economic adjustment are not being imposed dis-
proportionately on vulnerable citizens.

The objective should be a contest of evidence,
practical solutions and measurable commit-
ments to national development.

There is an enduring Yoruba proverb that cap-
tures the challenge before Nigeria: “Ikoko ti yoo
jeun, idi ré a gbona.” In English, it means, “The
cooking pot that will eventually provide a meal
must first become hot.”

Read the remaining part of this article on
www.guardian.ng
Prof. Enikanselu, retired, wrote from Lagos.

Rural food processing enterprises

By Japhet Esangbedo

AIGRICULTURAL food processing is adding value to farm products.
t is the food processing enterprises that record the wealth of
agriculture in their accounts book.

Agriculture is the mainstay of the people in the rural area. There is
ample supply of one kind or many others of agricultural produce
that serve as raw materials in industry. It is cottage industry specif-
ically streamlined to the food sector.

Industries are not meant to be established only in the urban cen-
tres. Social and economic development of rural areas can be accel-
erated by setting up industries there. Industries can spring up in
the rural areas for the processing of those produce. That will in turn
boost the social and economic development of the area. People will
move to the area rather than migrate to the urban centres where
they are not welcome and are forced to do menial jobs worse than
theywould do in their native homeland. Food processing industries
in the rural areas will engage the services of a few or many hands
and give employment to those who are ready to work.

Food and drinks

Let me explain food processing industry with specific examples.
The case is not particular to one town; rather, it is prevalent in all
the communities of the country. The people carry and sell their food
wares in open basins and vessels. Wind blows dust and air borne
micro-organisms into them. Flies have a field day thereon and pay
back for what they took with germs and pollution of all sorts they
may bear. The people console themselves that disease does not kill
the blackman. They need to be more concerned about hygiene. The
entire process is to add value to the products. So doing, it is crucial
todoitwell.

The staple food of the people is one of swallow, such as pounded

yam, eba, akpu, amala, etc., and the market can never get a glut of
the supply. Garri processing can be industrialised. One woman can
process a basin of garri, which is about 50 kg, involving harvesting,
peeling, washing and taking it to the mill to grate; there, she puts it
in a sack and has it pressed to squeeze out the water. The following
day she fries it, or if she wants it fermented to sour, leaves it for extra
three or four days before frying it. That takes a time span of two to five
days. By a co-operative effort of, say, twenty women, one ton of garri,
that is, 20 bags of 50 kg each, could be produced in that period of
time. A moderate sized industry owned by a co-operative society or
an individual with means can produce 30 tons or 600 bags of 50 kg
per bagin a day. That puts more food in the market in a shorter time.

On another dimension, the packaging could target the pocket of
the common man and students by having the product in sachets of
100 gm, for once consumption. There could also be other packs of
1/4 kg, 1/2 kg, 1kg, 2 kg and bags of 10 kg, 25 kg and up to 50 kg. Garri
should be sold in this form in market squares and stores.

In industrial production, there will be specialised departments: pur-
chasing of cassava, peeling, washing, grating, drying, frying, bag-
ging, warehousing, and marketing. That was how flour mill was
developed from one family processing to a giant factory production.
This size of production necessitates large hectarage of cassava farm
as there is of wheat and maize in America.

It is the same form of processing of beans, and rice. They can be
picked free of stones, sand and husk, and packaged. Maize, millet,
sorghum can be prepared to be used for porridge in place of wheat
and oats. Beans (Phaseolus vulgaris) can be dehusked, dried, ground
into flour and packaged ready to use to make akara, moin-moin and
as soup thickener (gbegiri). This form will make for higher export de-
mand.

In the area of drinks, for example, palm wine, pineapple juice, bu-

rukutu of which there is abundant supply, can support a viable bot-
tling industry. The preservation of these fresh drinks for bottling
could be done by the simple process of pasteurisation or ultraviolet
radiation (UV)radiation. It is a natural process and does not require
chemical preservatives. They could have an alternative taste by a
mix of natural ginger extract. It is within the capacity of an individ-
ual. The entrepreneur could begin with 100 bottles a day. When the
person secures a market, he or she can expand it to 1000 bottles a
day and increase production steadily to a higher volume.

oil

Of the domestic oil consumed in Nigeria, about 90 per centof it is
produced in the rural areas manually. With the availability of locally
fabricated mills, the people are increasing their production greatly.
Feed mill

The animal sector is deficient because attention has not been given
to animal feeds. The materials for production of feed abound to
spilling point in the rural areas though the season may affect them
in some areas. Cassava peels, yam peels, potato peels, maize chaff,
maize sheath, etc. can be cut to small sizes and prepared as feed for
goats, sheep, and cattle. It is also very good for pigs.

NAFDAC

The need to pay attention to the quality of products is imperative. In-
ternational standards must be complied with. Even if sold locally,
beans and rice should be free of weevils, grits and chaff. Kain-Kain is
a gin but given a bad name as illicit to destroy it while Gordon Gin
is a gin but extolled as social drink and acceptable. The Agency is a
bane to the growth of small scale rural industries, and even to the in-
dustries in the urban areas aspiring to grow big. NAFDAC should
soft-pedal on fledgling industries.

Esangbedo is an agriculturalist based at Igueben and running a food
processing enterprise.
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Beyond 23% MPR, should CBN reconsider 45% CRR to unlock credit?

By Blaise Udunze

THE last Monetary Policy Committee (MPC)
meeting of the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN)
was its 307th meeting, held on September 21and
22, 2026. The decision taken was to reduce the
Monetary Policy Rate (MPR) from 26.5 percent to
23 percent. The decision of the Committee brings
back a question about how well monetary policy
works in an economy that needs cheap credit. The
350-basis-point reduction happens to be a signif-
icant adjustment to the policy-rate signal. Also,
keeping the Cash Reserve Requirement (CRR) at
45 percent for deposit money raises a difficult
question. Can Nigeria lower the price of money
while maintaining a regulatory constraint that
limits the funds banks can deploy?

In this case, the question is particularly impor-
tant at a time when inflation has moderated, for-
eignreserves have strengthened and the banking
industry has completed a major recapitalisation
exercise. One fact that is critical here is that if
these developments point towards an improving
macroeconomic environment and a stronger fi-
nancial system, why should banks continue op-
erating under such a demanding reserve
requirement?

Nigeria may have taken steps to reduce the cost
of borrowing without doing enough to ensure
that more businesses and individuals can access
loans.

At the September meeting that has now ended
the MPC made a decision. The MPC chose to keep
the CRR at 45 percent for deposit money banks.
The MPC also kept the CRR for merchant banks at
16 percent. For non-Treasury Single Account (non-
TSA) public-sector deposits the CRR was set at 75
percent. Meanwhile, the CBN made another
change. The CBN adjusted the Standing Facilities
Corridor to be +50/-300 basis points around the
MPR.

During the changes, the apex bank described the
adjustment as an operational realignment. The
apex banksaid itaimed to strengthen monetary-
policy transmission and restore the MPR’s pri-
macy as the signal of monetary policy. In reality,
this distinction matters so much to say because
the decision was not necessarily a declaration
that the broader monetary stance had become ex-
pansionary. Instead, the apex bank’s move re-

flected an attempt to strengthen the transmis-
sion mechanism through which monetary policy
decisions influence market interest rates and
broader economic activity.

Meanwhile, one of the key central concerns re-
mains whether the adjustment translates into
cheaper, more accessible credit for businesses
and households. The warning signs are already
evident.

In its report, MPR Cut: Why Cheaper Loans May
Not Come Soon, Premium Times examined the
factors that could delay the transmission of the
rate reduction to borrowers. The report high-
lighted the continued 45 per cent CRR as a con-
straint on banks’ capacity to expand lending and
noted that existing loan agreements and differ-
ences in repricing schedules could delay the im-
pact of lower policy rates.

This introduces an important asymmetry into
the monetary-policy debate. Banks’ deposit costs
may decline faster than the interest rates charged
on existing loans, potentially improving their net
interest margins before borrowers receive mean-
ingful relief. In other words, a lower MPR may
boost bank profitability before it shows up in the
real economy.

The fact s, this is not necessarily evidence of mis-
conduct by banks. Loan contracts have different
maturities and repricing conditions, while
lenders must account for credit risk, funding
costs and the possibility of default. Nevertheless,
it raises a legitimate policy question, which is to
inquire if the purpose of recalibrating the MPR is
to improve monetary-policy transmission, how
quickly should the resulting benefits reach bor-
rowers,and what prevents that from happening?

The CRRis key and central to this debate because
it influences the amount of qualifying deposit li-
abilities banks must maintain as reserves with the
CBN rather than deploy directly into loans and
other assets.

A 45 per cent requirement does not mean that
lending automatically falls by 45 per cent. This is
to say that banks have different funding struc-
tures and CRR interacts with capital require-
ments, liquidity regulations and other prudential
rules. In this case, itis important to clarify that the
requirementimposes a substantial constraint on
the deployment of qualifying deposits and can in-
fluence the economics of financial intermedia-

tion.

The CBN is therefore sending two signals simul-
taneously whereby the lower MPR suggests an ad-
justment in the direction of its policy-rate
framework, and also the unchanged CRR indi-
cates that it remains concerned about liquidity
management and financial stability.

Both objectives are legitimate. The question is
whether their combined effect is consistent with
the level of credit expansion Nigeria needs.

The debate becomes more compelling when the
country’s improving external position and mod-
erating inflation are considered.

In a separate report, Leadership questioned the
continued retention of the 45 per cent CRR de-
spite stronger foreign reserves and easing infla-
tion. The report cited economists who argued
that the CBN should reconsider the degree of lig-
uidity restriction as macroeconomic conditions
improve.

It also cited Chapel Hill Denham’s estimate that
the CRR could cost the banking industry as much
as N2.5 trillion annually in potential earnings.
Looking at this, the figure, however, represents es-
timated foregone earning opportunities, not a
guaranteed volume of new lending that would
materialise if the reserve requirement were re-
duced. Nevertheless, it underscores the opportu-
nity cost of keeping substantial funds tied up in
compulsory reserves, particularly at a time when
businesses are demanding more affordable
credit.

The policy question is whether the benefits of
that restraint continue to outweigh its potential
costs to lending and investment.

Nigeria’s stronger external reserves offer an-
other reason to reassess the balance. This is to say
that higher reserves can improve external confi-
dence and provide a buffer against foreign-ex-
change shocks, although they do not
automatically eliminate domestic inflationary
pressures. Similarly, moderating inflation creates
room to reconsider the intensity of monetary re-
straint, but it must be made known that it does
not mean that inflation risks have disappeared.

The CBN must therefore explain what conditions
would justify a review of the CRR, what risks it be-
lieves still require the currentlevel,and howitin-
tends to balance liquidity control with
productive credit expansion, as this calls for ur-

gency.

Also, itis important to state that the issue extends
beyond monetary policy to the effectiveness of
banking-sector recapitalisation, as the exercise
raised N4.65 trillion. DataPro Limited’s assess-
ment put the average capital adequacy ratio at
25.5 per cent and highlighted the challenge of
translating stronger bank capital into more pro-
ductive lending. The reportalso cited N2.9 trillion
in loan write-offs, illustrating the importance of
credit losses and asset quality.

These figures raise a fundamental question
about what recapitalisation should achieve.

Astronger capital base improves a bank’s capac-
ity toabsorb losses and potentially support larger
exposures. It does not guarantee that the institu-
tion will extend more credit to manufacturers,
agricultural businesses, exporters or small enter-
prises.

Also, it is more critical that banks must still as-
sess the probability of default, collateral quality,
the enforceability of loan agreements, operating
costs and the commercial prospects of borrowers.
Hence, whilst where these risks are high, addi-
tional capital may strengthen the balance sheet
without producing a proportionate expansion in
lending.

In addressing the challenges, it is key to note that
the post-recapitalisation test should therefore ex-
tend beyond the capital raised and the number of
banks meeting regulatory thresholds. Yes, it
should also examine whether banks are expand-
ing sustainable lending to productive sectors
without compromising underwriting standards.

This is where the interaction between CRR and
recapitalisation becomes particularly important.
If banks have stronger capital positions but re-
main subject to a high reserve requirement, the
CBN must consider whether its regulatory frame-
work is sufficiently aligned with its expectations
for private-sector credit growth.

The answer cannot simply be to demand more
lending. The fact is that policymakers must also
examine the conditions under which lending be-
comes commercially viable.
Read the remaining part of this article on
www.guardian.ng
Blaise, a journalist and PR professional, wrote
from Lagos and can be reached via:
blaise.udunze@gmail.com

o

How interconnected conflicts are reshaping security in Africa

By Inwalomhe Donald

INTERCONNECTED conflicts are reshaping Africa’s security land-
scape by forming a continuous crisis belt stretching from the Sa-
hel through Sudan and the Horn of Africa down to the eastern
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).

The Sahel and West Africa: Burkina Faso, Mali, and Niger face severe
democratic backsliding and militant Islamist insurgencies, with vi-
olence spilling over toward coastal West African nations.

Sudan and the Horn of Africa: The devastating civil war in Sudan—
pitting the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) against the Rapid Support
Forces (RSF—merges with regional disputes over Nile waters, Red
Sea maritime access, and shifting proxy alliances involving Egypt,
Ethiopia, and Gulf states.

The Great Lakes Region: M23 rebel advances and regional tensions
continue to destabilise the eastern DRC.

Nigeria: Persistent convergence of northwest banditry and ex-
tremistactivities strains central state authority. The involvement of
Eritrea, Sudan and Egypt made the crisis in Ethiopia a regional con-
flict. Fighting in northern Ethiopia could also fuse dangerously with
the war raging across the border in Sudan. Traditional multilateral
mediators like the UN and the African Union (AU) face marginali-
sation as Gulf states, Turkey, Russia (via Africa Corps),and China ex-
pand their economic, military, and mineral footprints.

Technological Escalation: Non-state actors and national militancy
across dozens of African nations are increasingly integrating com-
mercial drones and advanced tactical tech into local battlefields.

Eroding Architecture: The African Union Peace and Security Archi-
tecture faces immense strain from unconstitutional changes of
government (coups), severe food insecurity, climate stress, and a
frustrated youth demographic driving widespread urban protests.

The rush for rare earth elements and critical minerals across Africa
is fueling severe geopolitical, economic, and security crises due to
exploitative extraction models and weak local governance. In-
volvement of Armed Groups: Militant factions and extremist
groups—such as Boko Haram and the Islamic State West Africa Province
(ISWAP)—tax miners, control transit routes,and demand protection
money in resource-rich areas like the Sahel and Nigeria.

Organised Crime and Foreign Exploitation: Unlicensed foreign op-
erators often collaborate with illegal trafficking rings, turning min-
eral wealth into a currency for conflict rather than community
development

Conflict has been synonymous with the DRC for the last three
decades. This was born from the legacy of the Rwandan genocide
and has manifested in persistent conflict between the govern-
ment’s Armed Forces of the Democratic Republic of the Congo
(FARDC) and Rwandan-backed M23 rebels.

The DRC globally ranked third last on the Institute for Economics
& Peace's (IEP) Global Peace Index 2026 and last in the sub-Saharan
region, as its ongoing conflict remains among the worst in the
world and has contributed to a significant displacement crisis. As of
September 2026, the UN indicated that the situation in the DRC con-
tinues to deteriorate, harming the security of its civilians.

There are atleast 16 countries with active armed conflicts in sub-Sa-
haran Africa in 2026: Ethiopia, Mali, Niger Republic, Burkina Faso,
Burundi, Cameroon, the Central African Republic (CAR), Chad, the
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Mozambique, Nigeria, So-
malia, South Sudan and Sudan. Eight were low-intensity, subna-
tional armed conflicts,and eight are high-intensity armed conflicts
(Ethiopia, Nigeria, Somalia, the DRC, Burkina Faso, Mali, South Su-
dan, Sudan and Cameroon).

Almostall the armed conflicts were internationalised, including as
a result of state actors (whether directly or through proxies) and
the transnational activities of violent Islamist groups, other armed
groups and criminal networks. The conflict dynamics and ethnic
and religious tensions are often rooted in a combination of state
weakness, corruption, ineffective delivery of basic services, compe-
tition over natural resources, inequality and a sense of marginali-
sation. Two other cross-cutting issues continued to shape regional
security: the ongoing internationalisation of counter-terrorism ac-
tivities, and the growing impact of climate change—with water
scarcity being a particularly serious challenge.

Aworsening crisis in the Sahel and Lake Chad region

The armed conflicts in Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Chad, Mali, Niger
and Nigeria all worsened in 2026. The security challenges are linked
to therise of violent extremism and the proliferation of armed non-
state groups, such as Boko Haram, which has spread from Nigeria
across the Lake Chad region. The violent extremist groups are in-
terwoven with rural insurgent groups, feeding off intercommunal
tensions and exploiting grievances of marginalised communities.

In North West Nigeria, bandits and other jihadist groups are oper-
ating.

Armed conflict fatalities increased significantly in Burkina Faso in
2026 due to a broadening of three inter-connected layers of con-
flict: the government's conflict with heavily armed Islamist groups,

clashes between armed ethnic and Islamist groups, and inter-com-
munal violence.

Central Africa

There were two main challenges in Central Africa in 2019: (a) the im-
plementation of a new peace agreement in the CAR between the
government and armed groups, and (b) a period of political transi-
tion in the DRC, which was accompanied by an increase in insecu-
rity and political violence in the eastern provinces and an ongoing
health emergency from measles and Ebola outbreaks. African
countries face severe intersecting crises driven by protracted armed
conflict, mass displacement, and acute food insecurity, with mil-
lions affected across the regions.

Sudan: The ongoing civil war between the Sudanese Armed Forces
and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) has caused millions of dis-
placements and split the country, creating a massive humanitarian
catastrophe.

Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC): Persistent eastern con-
flict involving armed groups drives over seven million displaced
persons and severe regional instability.

Nigeria: In North west, bandits, in Borno State and the wider Lake
Chad basin, Boko Haram and ISWAP violence leave millions facing
acute food insecurity and emergency hunger levels.

Horn of Africa and Sahel: Ethiopia, Somalia, Burkina Faso,and Mali
grapple with overlapping insurgencies, political transitions, and
climate-induced shocks.

Armed Conflict: Intra-state wars and proxy regional rivalries disrupt
local governance and agriculture.

Food Insecurity: Millions face crisis-level hunger or famine risks
due to disrupted supply chains and destroyed health/agricultural
infrastructure.

Cameroon, Ethiopia, Mozambique, Burkina Faso, and Mali make
up the top five, each grappling with widespread internal displace-
ment from hundreds of thousands to over two million people, and
mounting refugee pressures.

Despite the scale of need, these crises suffer from chronic under-
funding, limited international engagement, and minimal media
visibility, leaving millions in prolonged humanitarian limbo. Ac-
cording to the Norwegian Refugee Council’s 2024 ranking, eight of
the world’s ten most neglected displacement crises are in Africa,
with Cameroon, Ethiopia, Mozambique, Burkina Faso, and Mali
leading the list. Iran and Honduras round out the top ten.

Donald, a researcher, wrote from Birnin Kebbi, via: inwalomhe.don-
ald@yahoo.com
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Investors shed N206 billion as blue-chip sell-oft deepens

By Helen Qji
STORS in the Nigerian
equities market lost about
N206 billion in market value
last week as renewed sell-offs in
high-capitalised stocks across
sectors weighed on market per-
formance, weakening its year-
to-date return.

At the close of trading last
week, the market capitalisation
of equities listed on the
Nigerian Exchange (NGX) fell to
N160.52 trillion, while the
benchmark NGX All-Share
Index declined by 0.97 per cent
week-on-week to close at
247,222.27 points.

Consequently, the market’s
year-to-date return moderated
to 58.87 per cent as decliners
outnumbered gainers, reflect-
ing sustained selling pressure
across several sectors.

Market breadth closed nega-
tive, with 20 stocks recording
price gains against 55 decliners,
representing a breadth ratio of
036 times.

Despite the decline in market
value, trading activity was
mixed, with volume and trans-
actionvalue up7.17 per centand
12.81 per cent week-on-week,
respectively. However, the num-
ber of deals fell by 6.23 per cent.
Investors traded 178 billion
shares valued at N110.81 billion
in 173,403 deals during the
week.

Sectoral performance was also
mixed, with the industrial
goods sector emerging as the
only major bright spot among
the sectors highlighted, gain-
ing 1.95 per cent, while insur-
ance recorded the steepest
decline of 2.80 per cent.

NSIA bets on SMEs to create
jobs, build unicorns

From Collins Olayinka, Abuja
E Nigeria Sovereign

Investment  Authority
(NSIA) has identified Small
and Medium-sized
Enterprises (SMEs) as critical
to job creation and economic
growth.

While the Authority offers
$350,000 in equity support
and accelerator programmes
for innovators in healthcare,
manufacturing and food sys-
tems, itsaid itsinnovation pro-
gramme helps Nigerian entre-
preneurs build scalable busi-
nesses that can become major
companies.

Ithinted thatits NSIA Prize for
Innovation (NPI) combines
equity financing with busi-
ness acceleration, education
and strategic partnerships to
help entrepreneurs strength-
en their business models,
improve governance and
expand their markets.

NSIA’s Managing Director
and Chief Executive Officer,
Aminu Umar-Sadiq, said the
initiative reflected the author-
ity’s broader investment strat-
egy, which includes support-
ing entrepreneurs alongside
its infrastructure investments.

He said that without SMEs,
jobs cannot be created sus-
tainably; stressing that educa-
tion, equity;, and exposure to
innovative Nigerians are fun-
damental to the authority’s
support for small businesses.

He explained that the prize is

not limited to technology or
manufacturing, noting that
the programme’s focus shifts
periodically to reflect sectors
with strong potential for job
creation and business expan-
sion.

The 4.0 NSIA Prize for
Innovation (NPI) focus areas
are healthcare, manufacturing
and food systems, selected to
encourage innovations that
can create jobs while achieving
scale.

The authority said the pro-
gramme had expanded over
its four-year journey, with
growth in prize funding and
the involvement of strategic
partners, reflecting its ambi-
tion to reach more entrepre-
neurs and strengthen the busi-
nesses it supports.

Beyond about $350,000 in
equity financing, the initiative
offers  accelerator  pro-
grammes for the top 200 appli-
cants to refine their ideas and
strengthen their business
propositions as they progress
through the competition.

The top 12 finalists will also par-
ticipate in a six-week learning
programme at Lagos Business
School after the demonstra-

tion day.
Strategic partners, including
Wema Bank, Pula and

Cascador, are providing addi-
tional prizes for selected final-
ists, extending the support
available to entrepreneurs
beyond the main award.

The industrial goods sector’s
performance was supported by
gains in Meyer and Dangote
Cement, which offset losses in
HBM Nigeria and Tripple Gee.
Buying interest in selected
industrial stocks helped the sec-
tor advance despite the broader
market downturn.

In contrast, the insurance sec-
tor came under pressure from
losses in Regal Insurance,
Linkage Assurance and AIICO
Insurance, despitea1.25 per cent
gain in WAPIC Insurance.

The oil and gas sector followed
with a 2,55 per cent decline, as

A&

Secretary-General, Port Management Associatio

losses in Aradel Holdings,
Oando and Eterna weighed on
performance. The downturn
suggested a reversal of the buy-
ing interest recorded in the pre-
vious week, as investors adjust-
ed their positions in selected
energy stocks.

The banking sector also shed
0.67 per cent, with declines in
Access Holdings, United Bank
for Africa and Zenith Bank out-
weighing gains in First HoldCo
and Fidelity Bank.

Similarly, the consumer goods
sector fell by 0.55 per cent,
dragged down by International

1

Breweries, Vitafoam Nigeria
and Dangote Sugar Refinery.
Gains in NASCON Allied
Industries, Multi-Trex
Integrated Foods and PZ
Cussons Nigeria, however,
helped limit the decline.

On the price movement
chart, ABC Transport led the
gainers with a 20.7 per cent
appreciation, followed by
Africa Prudential-related
investment firm AVA Capital,
which gained 17.7 per cent.
Caverton Offshore Support
Group rose by 17.1 per cent,
while Fidelity Bank and Multi-
Trex Integrated Foods gained

vy

n of West & Central Africa (PMAWCA), Jean Marie Koffi (left); Director-General, Sierra Leone

FUNDQVEICARUSAIY  1&E Window:  NI,368.33

14.0 per cent and 10.0 per cent,
respectively.

On the losers’ chart, UPDC
Real Estate Investment Trust
declined by 173 per cent, while
Omatek Ventures shed 12.5 per
cent. University Press, Regal
Insurance and NGX Group fell
by12.1per cent, 113 per centand
103 per cent, respectively.

Other notable decliners
included Enamelware, which
lost 10.0 per cent, NASCON
Allied Industries, down 9.5 per
cent, Trans-Nationwide
Express, which shed 9.1 per
cent,and LivingTrust Mortgage
Bank, which fell by 8.4 per cent.
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Ports, Dr Yankuba Askia Biu; President of PMAWCA/Managing Director, NPA, Dr Abubakar Dantsoho and DG, Centre de Recherche et de
Formation CRF, Dr William Odah at the ongoing African Ports Conference (COPAF 2026) in Casablanca, Morocco.

IMF slams weak reforms for missed tax targets

By Abigail Ikhaghu
’IHE International
Monetary Fund (IMF) has
warned that governments
often fall short of tax rev-
enue targets because they
overestimate how much
new tax measures will yield
and fail to implement
planned reforms fully.

A study by four IMF
researchers found that tax
revenue projections under
IMF-supported programmes
between 2015 and 2024 tar-
geted a median increase of
one percentage point in tax
revenue as a share of gross
domestic product (GDP) by
the third year. However, the
actual median increase was
only 03 percentage points.

The study, titled
‘Understanding Over-
Optimism in Tax Revenue-to-
GDP Forecasts under IMF-

supported Programmes,
attributed the gap to inflat-
ed estimates of revenue
from tax measures, unrealis-
tic assumptions about how
collections would respond
to economic growth, errors
in economic forecasts and
weak implementation of
planned policies.

“A key finding is that over-
optimism in tax policy yield
estimation, policy imple-
mentation expectations,
and tax buoyancy assump-
tions plays a central role in
explaining these forecast
errors, alongside macroeco-
nomic forecast errors and a
residual optimism,” the IMF
said.

The researchers found that
more than half of the addi-
tional revenue governments
expected from tax policy
measures often failed to
materialise, raising ques-

tions about the reliability of
revenue projections that are
not backed by effective imple-
mentation.

They stressed that introduc-
ing new taxes or increasing
existing rates would not nec-
essarily deliver the expected
income without strong tax
administration and deeper
structural reforms.

“When revenue measures
are well-designed, fully imple-
mented, and accompanied by
high-depth revenue-related
structural reforms, projected
revenue gains materialise toa
large extent,” the IMF said.

The findings are relevant to
Nigeria, which introduced
four major tax reform laws in
January 2026 to harmonise
tax administration, eliminate
duplicate taxes, improve
compliance, broaden the tax
base and ease the burden on

small businesses.

However, businesses have
continued to raise concerns
about multiple taxes, levies
and other government col-
lections, highlighting ques-
tions about reforms imple-
mentation across different
levels of government.

The IMF study suggests that
the success of Nigeria’s
reforms will depend not only
on the policies introduced
but also on the capacity of
tax authorities to enforce
themand ensure that expect-
ed revenue gains translate
into actual collections.

The researchers called for
further studies into how
political conditions, includ-
ing elections and instability,
affect tax revenue, as well as
the effects of tax evasion and
compliance on revenue fore-
casts.

Remittances surge 38% to $2.85 billion amid FX stability concerns

By Helen Qji

GERIA’s diaspora remit-
tance inflows through
formal channels rose 38.16
percentto $2.85 billion in the
first half of 2026, but sustain-
ing the recovery will depend
on foreign exchange stability
lower transfer costs, and
greater confidence in official
payment systems, Cowry

Asset Management said.
The firm said the Central

Bank of Nigeria’s (CBN) tar-
get of attracting $1 billion in
monthly remittances pro-
vides a benchmark for meas-
uring progress, but achiev-
ing it consistently would
require reforms that make
official channels more acces-
sible and competitive.

Cowry Asset Management’s
outlook followed a 38.16 per
cent year-on-year increase in

remittance inflows through
International Money Transfer
Operators (IMTOs) to $2.85 bil-
lion in the first half of 2026,
from $2.07billion in the corre-
sponding period of 2025.

The $788.5 million increase
marks the highest first-half
inflow in the seven-year series,
reversing the 11.78 per cent
decline in the first half of 2025,
when inflows fell from $234
billion in the corresponding

period of 2024.

Since 2019, first-half remit-
tance inflows have risen by
about 160 per cent from $1.1
billion, highlighting the
growing importance of funds
sent home by Nigerians living
abroad.

Monthly data showed that
June recorded the highest
inflow of $580.16 million, fol-
lowed by April at $513.82 mil-

lion and January at $507.91
million. March recorded the
lowest inflow at $378.27 mil-
lion.

According to Cowry Asset
Management, foreign
exchange reforms have made
formal remittance channels
more attractive by narrowing
the gap between official and
parallel-market exchange
rates, reducing the incentive

to use informal channels that
offer more favourable conver-
sion rates.

The CBN has also attributed
the improvement to the will-
ing-buyer, willing-seller for-
eignexchangeregimeand the
expansion of licensed IMTOs.
Approvals for additional oper-
ators are expected to deepen
competition, improve access
and reduce transaction costs.
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“Why Every Future-Facing Organisation Should Deploy

the New Brand-Led Business Growth Framework” - Okupe

By Eniola Daniel

Joko Okupe, Chief Executive Officer of
Soulsight Africa and innovator of the
Brand-Led Business Growth (BLBG)
framework, speaks to ENIOLA DAN-
IEL on why organisations must move
beyond conventional branding to
align business strategy, leadership,
people, operations and customer ex-
perience with brand, to achieve sus-
tainable growth. He explains how
the framework can help businesses
address strategic gaps, strengthen
competitiveness and translate brand
promises into measurable organisa-
tional outcomes.

The Guardian: You recently unveiled
the Brand-Led Business Growth
framework. What informed its de-
velopment, and what problem does it
seek to solve?

Joko Okupe: The framework
emerged from a fundamental busi-
ness challenge: the disconnect be-
tween what organisations promise
through their brands and wEat they
actually deliver. Many businesses
invest significantly in advertising,
marketing and brand visibility but
struggle to translate these invest-
ments into customer loyalty, com-
petitive advantage and sustainable
growth.

The problem is that branding is of-
ten treated as an aesthetic, visibili-
ty and communications function
rather than an integral part of busi-
ness strategy. An organisation may
have a compelling brand promise,
but if its people, culture, processes,
products and operating systems are
not aligned to deliver that promise,
the brand’s potential remains unre-
alised.

At Soulsight Africa, we believe
that building a brand and building
a business should not be separate
activities. Our Brand-Led Business
Growth Framework connects brand
strategy with business strategy, or-
ganisational capabilities, leader-
ship, people, culture and customer
experience. It encourages organisa-
tions to examine whether they are
equipped to deliver the value they
promise or not.

The objective is to help businesses
move beyond brand aesthetics and
visibility towards value creation,
stronger market execution and sus-
tainable growth.

The Guardian: What makes the BLBG
framework different from conven-
tional branding and business growth
approaches?

Okupe: Conventional branding of-
ten focuses on positioning, identi-
ty, reputation and communication.
These are important, but they do
not complete the story. A brand
promise creates an expectation; the
organisation must then develop the
capabilities to fulfil that expecta-
tion, not some of the times, but all
the time. BLBG brings the brand
promise into the wider and more
holistic management process. It
connects the value an organisation
promises to its strategic priorities,
operating model, people, culture,
products and customer experience.

It also focuses on what we call the
Brand-Business Growth Gap - the
disconnect between what a brand
promises, what the business deliv-
ers, what customers experience and
what the market rewards. For ex-
ample, a bank may promise conve-
nience but operate digital platforms
and customer-service processes
that frustrate customers. A manu-
facturer may promote innovation
but lack the product-development
capabilities to respond to changing
market needs with a fresh approach.

In both cases, the challenge goes
beyond communication; it con-
cerns the organisation’s structure
and ability to deliver its promise.

Our framework helps leadership
identify these gaps and consider the
changes required to address them.
The Brand Promise becomes a
guide for business decisions rather
than a message that sits separately
from the organisation’s operations.

The Guardian: How does the frame-
work work, and what are its princi-
pal stages?

Okupe: BLBG follows six stages:
Discover, Define, Design, Align,
Activate and Grow. Each stage ad-
dresses a specific part of the jour-
ney from strategic understanding
to implementation.

Discover stage involves examining
the organisation, its market, cus-
tomers, opportunities and chal-
lenges. Before proposing solutions,
we need to understand the business
and what may be preventing it from
achieving its objectives.

Define stage establishes the busi-
ness opportunity, positioning, val-
ue %.?position and brand prom-
ise. The organisation must be clear
about the value it intends to create,
whom it seeks to serve and how it
intends to differentiate itself.

Design stage focuses on developing
the brand, customer experience ini-
tiatives and organisational capabil-
ities required to deliver that value.
Align connects leadership, people,
culture, processes and systems with
the agreed strategic direction.

Activate stage concerns implement-
ing the strategy and initiatives,
while Grow stage focuses on ad-
vancing the organisation’s growth
objectives.

The stages are interconnected. An
organisation cannot expect sustain-
able results simply by developing a
new brand identity or launching a
campaign. It must understand its
market, define a relevant value
proposition, build the or-
ganisational capabilities

to deliver it and ensure

that the entire organ-

isation is working

towards the same

objectives.

The  Guardian:
What  practical
benefits can busi-
nesses  expect,
particularly in
terms of com-
petitiveness,
profitability and
organisational
performance?

Okupe: The first
benefit is strate-

gic clarity. When

an organisation
understands  the
value it wants to
create and the mar-
ket it wants to serve,
it can make more fo-
cused decisions about
products,  customers,
investments and priori-
ties.

The second is organisation-
al alignment. BLBG encour-
ages leadership, marketing,
operations, human resourc-
es, technology and custom-
er service to work towards a
common value proposition
and the brand promise.
This can help reduce
inconsistencies  be-
tween strategy and

execution.

The third is improved customer ex-
perience. When the brand promise
is supported by the organisation’s
processes, geople, culture and sys-
tems, the business is better posi-
tioned to deliver consistently. This
can strengthen customer confi-
dence, satisfaction, retention and
loyalty.

The framework can also help man-
agement identify why investments
in brand visibility are not produc-
ing the expected business out-
comes. Instead of automatically in-
creasing promotional expenditure,
leaders can investigate whether
the underlying problem concerns
product relevance, service delivery,
operational efficiency or the value
proposition itself.

These improvements can support
competitiveness and create oppor-
tunities for growth and profitability.
However, results depend on effec-
tive implementation, market con-
ditions, leadership commitment
and the quality of tEe organisation’s
offering. Soulsight BLBG Frame-
work is a strategic framework for
improving alignment and deci-
sion-making.

The Guardian: Why
should Chief Exec-
utives and Com-
panies’ Boards
take respon-
sibility  for
Brand-Led
Business
Growth
instead  of
leaving it
to Market-
ing Depart-
ments?
Okupe: Be-
cause  the
Brand Prom-
ise is ulti-
mately

Joko Okupe

fulfilled by the entire organisation
working in unison. Marketing
may communicate that a business
is reliable, innovative or custom-
er-focused, but the promise is val-
idated through product quality,
operational performance, employee
behaviour and the experience cus-
tomers receive.

Chief Executives and Boards influ-
ence the decisions that determine
the organisation’s ability to deliver.
They establish strategic priorities,
allocate resources, shape organisa-
tional culture and determine how
performance is measured. BLBG
therefore encourages leaders to
treat brand alignment as a manage-
ment responsibility. For example, a
company that wants to compete on
superior customer service must en-
sure that employees have the right
capabilities, customer-support pro-
cesses are effective and technology
enables rather than obstructs supe-
rior service delivery.

The Board and Executive Team
should ask whether the organ-
isation’s capabilities support its
market positioning and whether
its performance indicators reflect
the outcomes it wants to achieve.
When these questions become part
of strategic planning, the brand can
help guide decisions across the
business rather than remain-
ing the responsibility of
one Department.

The Guardian: Can the
principles of BLBG also
be relevant to govern-
ment institutions and
public-sector organisa-
tions?
Okupe: Yes, although
the framework would
need to be adapt-
ed to the objectives
and  accountability
requirements of the
public sector. Govern-
ment institutions also
make promises - to
deliver accessi-
ble ser-

vices, improve efficiency, act trans-
parently and respond to citizens’
needs. Their credibility depends
on whether their systems and peo-
ple can fulfil those commitments.
An institution may communicate
a commitment to efficient service
delivery, for example, but achiev-
ing that objective requires capable
personnel, effective administrative
processes, appropriate technology
and clear accountability, amongst
others.

The broader principle behind BLBG
is that communication cannot sub-
stitute for delivery. Institutional
promises must be supported by the
capabilities and systems required to
fulfil them. For businesses, success
is often assessed through commer-
cial performance and customer
value. For public institutions, the
relevant outcomes include public
value, service quality, accessibility,
transparency and the achievement
of policy objectives. The measures
must reflect these differences. We
believe the framework's empha-
sis on alignment can contribute to
wider conversations about organi-
sational effectiveness, institutional
credibility and stakeholder confi-
dence.

The Guardian: What should organ-
isations do te begin adopting the
framework, and how should they
measure its effectiveness?

Okupe: They should begin by exam-
ining the correlation between their
brand promise, actual delivery and
their performance. What value are
they promising? What do custom-
ers experience? Where are the gaps?
Do their people, processes and sys-
tems support their Promise?

The Discover stage of the frame-
work provides a starting point for
this assessment. From there, or-
ganisations can clarify their value
proposition, identify the capabil-
ities required to deliver and align
their teams around these specific
priorities. They must also establish
measurable objectives. A business
seeking to improve customer re-
tention, for example, should track
repeat purchases, customer churn
and other relevant satisfaction mea-
sures. An organisation pursuing
market expansion might monitor
customer acquisition, product
adoption, market penetration
and revenue performance.

Public institutions would
need indicators suited to
their mandates, such as
service accessibility, pro-
cessing times, citizen sat-
isfaction and progress
towards policy objec-
tives. Tl}:e important
peoint is to measure
outcomes, not mere-
ly activities. The
number of cam-
paigns  executed
or the amount of
media exposure
generated does
not, by itself, es-
tablish whether
an organisation
has improved its
performance.

Ultimately, our
message is that fu-
ture-facing organisations
must connect what they promise
with what they are equipped to de-
liver and what they actually deliv-
er. By aligning strategy, leadership,
people, processes and customer
experience with the brand, BLBG
provides a structured brand-driv-
en approach to creating value and
pursuing sustainable growth.
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The Board of Directors of First HoldCo Plc. is pleased to announce the Group's unaudited financial results for the period ended September 30, 2026

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 30 Sep 31 Dec 30Sep 31Dec | OF PROFIT ORLOSS 30 Sep 30 Sep 30 Sep. 30 Sep
AS AT 2026 2025 2026 2025 | FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 2026 2025 2026 2025
N’ million N’ million N’ million N" million N’ million N* million N’ million N’ million
Assets Gross earnings 2,868,569 2,636,710 48,830 31,745
Cash and balances with central banks 5,645,815 5,074,239 = - Interest income 2,093,131 2,292,378 7,912 9,677
Loans and advances to banks :392'5;246 3,458,348 3197 11,961 Interest expense ;’_3‘33‘_&&'2} (791,800) {4} m
Loans and advances to customers 19,393,696 8,966,321 14 87 Net interest income 1,260,129 1,500,578 7,908 9,676
Financial assets at fair value through Impairment charge for losses (207,096) (288,919) (64) =
profit or loss 2223,4% 144,241 o = Net interest income after impairment charge for losses 1,053,033 1,211,659 7,844 9,676
Investment securities 10,308,850 6,970,087 137,965 1,377 Net Fee and commission income 316,429 213,694 - -
Assel pledged:as:callateral ;;37'2;2 A3 Bz : 3..“" i Foreign exchange income/ (loss) 86,242 71,943 (314) (180)
Oty aesels : s : 64?123; L 18300 Net gains on sale of investment securities 61,12 48,492 9 142
'"VEStmems_ ol 335‘_)(:_'3{_95 4,087 ! 550 96- R Net gains/(losses) from financial instruments at FVTPL 104,588 (72,779) =1 =
'F:“’es""e"‘ insubsidiaries . cr1on i g; 51‘:"3‘32 Dividend income 12,488 11,740 4,319 3,701
mper_ty and equipment 549,997 sl 1-' 7 . Other operating income 142,058 23,832 36,904 18,405
Intangible assets 3},9(?? 36,318 = - Other income 406,497 83,228 40,918 22,068
Deferred tax assets 28,398 39,916 - - ) ) = —
32,164,664 27,219,679 815,254 560,019 Operating income 13.‘7’5,‘-959 1,508,581 48,762 31,744
Assets held for sale 31,220 31,256 e s Operating Expenses (866,596) (942,671) (5,698) (5,595)
Total assets 32195884 27250935 _ 815254 560,019 = Operating profit 904,363 565,910 e
Share of profit of associate 1,878 627 - -
Liabilities Profit before tax 911,241 566,537 43,064 26,149
. o Income tax expense (166,629) (108,462) (8,515) (2,116)
P K ; . 1 - R 166,62 15
DRpobIs T Dalike e 2019003 Profit for the period from continuing operations 744,612 458,075 34,549 24,033
Deposits from customers 122,809,795 18,883,009 - - : ) ) ) Ja,
Firiaiseial fiabilities: &t fai valug thioigh Loss for the period from discontinued operations {162), (7,207) = -
. PROFIT FOR THE PERIOD 14,450 45 8 34 } 24
profit or loss 78,485 61,992 = - o o o Sk p.ae 549 033
Current income tax liabilities 222,524 118,278 5958 342 Profit attributable to: - -
Other liabilities 1,2487198 896,575 184,264 13,816 Owners of the parent 737,925 445,879 34,549 24,033
Borrowings 1191144 1,943,978 = “ Non-controlling interests 6,525 4,989 = =
Retirement benefit obligations 11,490 o ] 744,450 450,868 34,549 24,033
Deferred tax liabilities 13,462 = =
23,047,787 190,222 14158 | SEPARATE AND CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT
Liabilities held for sale | 1,783 i ] OF OTHER COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
Total liabilities . 28,334,361 23,949,570 190,222 14,158 B e MFasaty
PROFIT FOR THE PERIOD 744,450 450,868 34,549 24,033
. Other comprehensive income:
Equity e a Items that may be subsequently reclassified to
Share capital 22,738 22,227 122,738 22,227 profit or loss
Share premium 502,392 458,389 502,392 458,389 From continuing operations:
Other reserves 3,269,367 2,760,248 99,902 65,245 Movement in fair value reserves (FVOCI debt instruments):
3,794,497 3,240,864 625,032 545,861 - Net changes in fair value (103,865) (88,941) 108 828
Non-controlling interests 67026 60,501 -~ . Foreign operations - foreign currency translation
Total equity 3861523 3301365 625082 545861 differences B (32479) g -
Total equity and liabilities 32195884 27250935 815,254 560,019, | Fremdiscontinuedoperations;
Net gains on debt instruments at fair value
through other comprehensive income - 4,799 = =

Items that will not be reclassified to profit or loss

From continuing operations:

Equity investments at FVOCI- net changes in fair value (88) 784 - -

Total other comprehensive (loss)/income for the period (228,8086) (115,773) 108 828

TOTAL COMPREHENSIVE INCOME FOR THE PERIOD 515,644 335,005 34,657 24,861
Total Comprehensive income attributable to:

- Owners of the parent 330,106 134,657 24,861

- Non-controlling interests 4,989 - -

51'5;8‘44 335,095 34,657 24,861

The Board of Directors is optimistic that barring any unforeseen circumstances, this trend would be improved in the remaining period of the financial year.

By order of the Board

Adebowale Oyedeji Abiola Baruwa Wasiu Shafe

Group Managing Director Group Company Secretary Ag. Chief Financial Officer
FRC/2024/PRO/DIR/003/450036 FRC/2021/002/00000022520 FRC/2015/ICAN/00000012973
First HoldCo Plc - RC 916445 BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

Group Chairman: Olufemi Otedola, CON; Group Managing Director: Adebowale Oyedeji
Directors: Dr. Alimi Abdul-Razag; Dr. Abiodun Fatade; Kofo Dosekun; Dr. (Sir) Peter Aliogo; Olusegun Alebiosu; Ms. Gwen Mwaba (Zambian)
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CIS, ASHON mobilise stakeholders for N750 trillion market goal

By Helen Oji
E Chartered Institute of
Stockbrokers (CIS) and the
Association of Securities Dealing
Houses of Nigeria (ASHON) have
called for sustained efforts to
grow Nigeria’s capital market
towards a N750 trillion market
capitalisation target, following a
series of reforms and develop-
ments aimed at strengthening
investor confidence and expand-

ingaccess to investment opportu-
nities.

The two professional bodies said
the Nigerian capital market
recorded significantmilestonesin
2026,includingadoptinga T+ set-
tlement cycle, introducing the
National Savings Scheme, launch-
ing the Nigerian Capital Market
Master Plan 2.0, and securing
international recognition for the
Nigerian Exchange Limited (NGX).

Tax Ombud expands services to
traders, rural communities

From Collins Olayinka, Abuja

T{E Office of the Tax Ombud
(OTO) will extend its com-
plainthandling and resolution
services to market traders and
rural taxpayers through a pro-
posed partnership with the
Nigerian Postal Service (NIPOST).

The Tax Ombud|Chief Executive,
DrJohn Nwabueze, disclosed this
at a town hall meeting in Abuja,
attended by representatives of
professional bodies, marketasso-
ciations, the private sector and
civil society organisations.

Nwabueze said the Officewason
the verge of formalising the col-
laboration with NIPOST to make
it easier for market traders and
taxpayers in rural areas to access
itscomplaint-handling and reso-
lution services.

He reaffirmed the Office’s com-
mitment to promoting fairness,
transparency, and accountability
in Nigeria’s tax and revenue
administration, noting that its
initiatives were designed to
encourage voluntary compli-
ance, facilitate the impartial reso-
lution of complaints, and
strengthen confidence between
taxpayers and revenue authori-
ties.

He said a fairand predictable tax
system is essential for economic
growth, investor confidence,and
improved compliance among
small and medium-sized enter-

prises (SMEs), market traders,
and the wider business commu-
nity.

Nwabueze commended
President Bola Ahmed Tinubu
for establishing the Office of the
Tax Ombud to provide taxpayers
with access to an independent
and impartial mechanism for
addressing grievances without
fear. He also acknowledged the
contributions of the Minister of
Finance and Coordinating
Minister of the Economy;, Taiwo
Oyedele, and other stakeholders
to the process

Nwabueze noted that his Office
was established to promote con-
sistency; clarity; and respect in
the administration of tax and
revenue laws.

Explaining the Office’s man-
date, Nwabueze described the
Tax Ombud as an independent,
impartial, nonjudicial institu-
tionmandated toaddress opera-
tional, procedural, and adminis-
trative grievances arising from
taxand revenue administration.

“Our focus is not only on the
rights of taxpayers but also on
their responsibilities and those
of the relevant authorities. Our
services, which are offered free of
charge, are designed to resolve
disputes, mediate complaints,
and promote a transparent, fair,
and consistent tax administra-
tion system,” he said.

Insurers advocate improved customer
experience to unlock market growth

By Bankole Orimisan

SNigeria’s insurance indus-
struggles todeepen pub-
lic confidence and expand cov-
erage, emPLE  General
Insurance and emPLE Life
Assurance have identified cus-
tomer experience, prompt
claims support and stronger
broker relationships as key to
winning policyholders’ trust
and driving market growth.

The companies made the
observation in Lagos, where
theyrecognised employeesand
brokers and rewarded loyal
retail policyholders.

Under the theme, “The Extra
Mile” focuses on how service
delivery strengthens relation-
ships between insurers, inter-
mediaries, and customers,
amid the industry’s longstand-
ing challenge of improving
public confidence and expand-
ing insurance penetration.

The Managing Director of
emPLE General Insurance,
Olalekan Oyinlade, said cus-
tomer experience could distin-
guish insurers in a market
where products and prices
were often similar.

He said consistent service,
from policy purchase to cus-
tomer support and claims set

tlement, was essential to build-
ing trust and maintaining
long-term relationships with
policyholders.

Oyinlade added that brokers
and retail customers remained
central to the company’s opera-
tions, stressing the need for
insurers to deliver reliability
and value to both groups.

Similarly, emPLE Life
Assurance Managing Director
Jolaolu Fakoya said customer
service should notbe treated as
a standalone function but inte-
grated into product design,

communication, policy
administration, claims, and
customer support.

According to him, coordina-
tion across these functions
could improve service consis-
tency, strengthen confidence
and support sustainable busi-
ness growth.

The Head of Marketing and
Customer Experience at emPLE
Life Assurance, Rachel Owolabi,
said every interaction between
an insurer and its customers
influenced how the company
was perceived.

She identified accountability,
empathy, prompt follow-up,
and resolving customer con-
cerns as key elements of effec-
tive service delivery.

In a joint congratulatory mes-
sage signed by the 14th President
and Chairman of Council of CIS,
DrFionaAhimie,and Chairmanof
ASHON, Sehinde Adenagbe, the
organisations said the develop-
ments reflected regulators', mar-
ket operators|, and other stake-
holders' commitment to improv-
ing market competitiveness.

They urged stakeholders to sus-
tain the momentum by strength-
ening market infrastructure,
broadening retail investor partici-
pation and ensuring that the ben-
efits of capital market growth
translate into increased invest-
ment, business expansion and
employment generation.
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The organisations commended
the Securities and Exchange
Commission(SEC)foritsregulato-
1y leadership and efforts to deep-
en the market, mobilise domestic
savingsand advance the N750 tril-
lion market capitalisation target.

They also praised the Federal
Ministry of Finance for working
with the SECand other stakehold-
ers to develop and launch the
National Savings Scheme, which
they said could encourage a sav-
ings culture, promote financial
inclusion and channel more
domestic funds into productive
investments.

However, they stressed that effec-
tive implementation, sustained

institutional cooperation and
publicawareness would be neces-
sary to ensure that the scheme
achieves its objectives.

The adoption of the T+ settle-
ment cycle on June 1, 2026, was
also identified as a major step in
developing Nigeria's capital mar-
ket.

The shorter settlement period,
which reduces the time between
executing a securities transaction
and settling it, is expected to
improve operational efficiency;
reduce counterparty exposure,
and enable investors to deploy
funds more quickly.

According to CISand ASHON, the
reform also brings Nigeria’s mar-
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Regionl Director, Abuja, Leadway Assurance, Olufemi Awodirﬁibola (left); Head, Commercial Division, Leadway

ket infrastructure closer to inter-
national standards and reinforces
efforts to improve the ease of
investing in the country.

Thetwobodiesalsodescribed the
initial public offering (IPO) of
Dangote Petroleum Refinery and
Petrochemicals as a significant
development, demonstrating the
capital market's capacity to sup-
port large-scale capital raising
whilegivingmembers of the pub-
lic opportunities to participate in
wealth creation.

They noted that extending the
offer period to October 27, 2026,
would give prospective investors
more time to consider the invest-
mentopportunity.

Assurance, Olawale Alao;

President and Chairperson of the Nigerian Council of Registered Insurance Brokers (NCRIB), Mrs. Ekeoma Ezeibe; Global Head, Agricultural Risk
Solutions, Ayoola Fatona, and Zonal Head, Lagos Cluster, Leadway Assurance, Mrs. Mfonobong Daniel-Nwoji, at the National Insurance Brokers
Conference and Exhibition organised by the NCRIB in Abuja.

Experts warn PFAs’ poor service could undermine recapitalisation gains

By Bankole Orimisan
SION Fund Administrators
(PFAs)havebeenurgedtotrans-
late their stronger capital baseinto
improved service delivery; better
technology infrastructure and
wider pension coverage,asexperts
warned thatrecapitalisation alone
will not guarantee sustainable
growthin the industry.

The former Chief Executive
Officer of the Pension Operators
Association of Nigeria (PenOp),
Oguche Agudah, gave the warn-
ing at the 11th yearly conference of
the Nigerian Association of
Insurance and Pension Editors

(NAIPE) in Lagos, stressing that
operators must strengthen their
business models,workforce capac-
ity and regulatory compliance to
remain competitive.
Agudah,whoisthe Founderand
Managing Partner of HRISP
Partners, said pension operators
needed to look beyond meeting
regulatory capital requirements
and develop strategies to respond
to changing market conditions,
rising customer expectations and
emerging business opportunities
Presenting a paper, ‘Post-
Recapitalisation and Market
Dynamics in the Nigerian Pension

Industry; he identified five critical
priorities under the acronym
SCOPE: Scale; Compliance and
Regulatory Awareness;
Organisational Adoption of
Technology; People Strategy and
Culture; and External
Engagementand Differentiation.
“Recapitalisation is not the end
of the business; it is a slice of the
bigger puzzle,” Agudah said.
Heexplained that the success of
the exercise would depend on
how operators deployed their
additional capital to improve
operational efficiency, expand
theirmarketreachanddeliverbet-

teroutcomes for pension contrib-
utorsand retirees.

Under the scale component, he
cited business combinations
involving Trustfund Pensionsand
Premium Pension, as well as
Leadway and PAL Pensions, as
examples of consolidation in the
industry.

According to him, consolida-
tion could help operators reduce
operating  costs,  achieve
economies of scale, strengthen
management capacity and
improve their ability to invest in
technologyand specialist person-
nel.

Consumers ditch premium goods as disposable income shrinks

By Ngozi Egenuka

GERIAN consumers are

increasingly switching to
smaller product sizes, cutting
non-essential spending and
reprioritising household needs
as rising prices squeeze dispos-
able incomes, according to
NielsenlQ executives,whourged
businesses to adopt data-driven
and region-specific strategies to
remain competitive.

This was disclosed at the
NielsenlQ Annual Nigeria C-
Suite Breakfast Conference 2026,
themed "Leading the Next
Wave'", held in Lagos.

Speaking, Deputy Vice-
Chancellor (Academic) of Pan-
Atlantic ~ University,  Prof.
Uchenna Uzo, urged businesses
to embrace innovation and step
outside their comfort zones to
survive economic turbulence
and remain competitive.

He said the current business
environment presented compa-

nies with two choices: to inno-
vate orremain stagnantand face
the consequences, stressing that
leading the next wave of growth
would require businesses to
rethink their strategies.

Uzo said Nigerian businesses
were operating in an environ-
ment characterised by econom-
ic pressure, uncertainty and
rapid technological changes,
making innovation indispensa-
ble.

Hewarned thatthe challenges
posed by emerging technolo-
gies, particularly artificial intelli-
gence, underscored the need for
businesses to anticipate disrup-
tionsand develop strategies that
would enable them to remain
resilient.

He identified Nigeria’s infor-
mal market as a major opportu-
nity for businesses seeking
growth, urging companies to
rethink their perceptions of the
sector and build stronger rela-

tionships with its players.

He noted that informal mar-
kets remained significant to
Nigeria’s economy, with more
than 90 per centof retail transac-
tions taking place within the sec-
tor, despite growing interest in
technology-driven  business
models.

Uzoexplained that businesses
could build trust and expand
their reach by learning from
established grassroots networks
and community structures, stat-
ing the importance of commu-
nity engagement, visibility,
accessibility and availability in
building effective routes to mar-
ket, particularly in an environ-
ment where trust remained a
major consideration.

Uzo also urged businesses to
develop pricing strategies based
on consumer insights and the
wider market ecosystem rather
than making decisions solely
from the manufacturers’ per-

spective.

He said bargaining remained
an important feature of con-
sumer behaviour in Nigeria and
across Africa, noting that busi-
nesses needed to understand
regional differences in price sen-
sitivity and engage customers,
distributors, retailers and regu-
lators when reviewing pricing
decisions.

The professor said businesses
seeking to lead in the next phase
of growth must align their mar-
ket positioning with what con-
sumers actually value, including
proximity, relationships and
flexibility. According to him,
companies must also embrace
strategic collaboration with cus-
tomers, competitors and trade
partners, stressing that collabo-
ration was becoming an impor-
tant source of competitive
advantage in an increasingly
uncertain business environ-
ment.
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Algerian parliament approves troop deployment to Niger

www.guardian.ng

IJ'PPER house of Algeria’s parliament - The Council of the
Nations, has unanimously approved the deployment of
troops to neighbouring Niger in line with the country’s con-
stitution, empowers the president to send military units
abroad, provided that both chambers of parliament approve
it by a two-thirds majority.

The Council had held an emergency session yesterday to vote
on troop deployment while the lower house - People’s
National Assembly; is expected to hold a separate session
later in the evening, Algeria’s popular newspaper, El Khabar
reported.

If the deployment is approved, it would be the first mission
outside Algeria’s borders since the 1973 War between Israel

UN Women, World Bank seek equal

and several Arab countries, known to Arabs as the October
War and Israelis as the Yom Kippur War.

The military units to be deployed by Algeria are expected to
be tasked with securing oil facilities in Niger.

The vote came after a visit by Niger's Defence Minister,
General Salifou Modi, to Algeria last week, where he held
talks with Algerian President, Abdelmadjid Tebboune and
Chief of Staff of the People’s National Army General, Said
Chanegriha.

During that visit, both sides signed a military cooperation
protocol, the details of which were not made public.

Earlier this month, President Tebboune confirmed that
Algeria sent fighter jets to Niger in late August to help thwart

a coup attempt that shook the capital, Niamey.

The Algerian Ministry of Defence previously said it had sent
four jets to Niger following the unrest. It said two patrols of
four Sukhoi Su-30 aircraft had landed at Niamey airport,
accompanied by an air-to-air refuelling plane.

The warplanes were deployed at the request of Nigerien
authorities to support the army in confronting an attempt
to “destabilise the brotherly state of Niger”, the ministry said
on August 30.

Relations between Algeria and Niger have witnessed a sig-
nificant rapprochement over the past few months on politi-
cal, diplomatic, military and economic levels, following a
period of tension between the two countries.

About 1300 arrested as mass protests continue across France

sharing of caregiving responsibilities

By Silver Nwokoro

E UN Women and the
World Bank Group’s
Women, Business and the Law
(WBL) project, have called for
care systems that challenge
discriminatory gender norms,
recognise men and boys as
caregivers, and promote the
equal sharing of care work.
The call came amid findings
that fathers receive on average,
nearly eight times less paid
parental leave than mothers, a
disparity the organisations
claim, contributes to unequal
caregiving responsibilities and
limits the benefits for families,
children and economies.
The findings are contained in a

policy brief, ‘From Parenthood
Leave to Childcare Services:
Building Care Systems That
Work for Women, Families and
Economies’, launched October
22in New York.

According to the report, 66 of
the 190 economies assessed
guarantee no paid leave for
fathers, compared with six that
provide no guaranteed paid
leave for mothers.

Of the 124 economies that
offer paid leave to fathers, half
provide less than two weeks
while nearly one-third or 61
economies, fall short of the
International Labour
Organisation’s standard of 14
weeks of paid leave for moth-
ers.

ORE than 1300 people

ave been arrested as

thousands took part in anoth-

er day of protests that were fol-

lowed by some clashes later in

the day across France on
Saturday; officials said.

After largely peaceful demon-
strations, police fired tear gas
and water cannon to disperse
protesters in several cities,
including Paris, while barri-
cades were set ablaze in
Marseille and people ripped
boards from a shop in
Bordeaux.

Officials have so far managed
toavoid riotingand looting on
the scale seen last weekend,
which resulted in some of the
worst scenes of disorder in
France's modern history.

The interior ministry said an

estimated 410,000 people
protested at the weekend
while the unions put the
number at about 800,000.

Some 70,000 police officers
were deployed and restric-
tions imposed in several cities
to prevent the latest protests
over the cost of living and
poor school conditions from
descending into the kind of
chaos which saw officers out-
numbered, hundreds of busi-
nesses looted and buildings
torched.

The interior ministry said 53
officers were hurt in clashes
across the country.

French President, Emmanuel
Macron, had decreed last
week that only demonstra-
tions organised by a recog-
nised trade unions would be

permitted while hundreds of
people were jailed for vandal-
ism, arson and looting after
fast-track court hearings.

Clashes between protesters
and riot police in Paris erupted
at the end of a peaceful march
from the city's Porte d'Italie
towards Porte de Vincennes,
where the police operation
included an elite unit that usu-
ally deals with organised crime
and counter-terrorism.

Some protesters were seen
erecting makeshift barricades
and pelting officers with pro-
jectiles while police baton-
charged groups of masked
youths were smashing the
windows of a car dealership.
French Interior Minister,
Laurent Nuiiez, said that “sev-
eral thousand radical activists
gathered at the rear of the

march, including around 500
individuals identified as riot-
ers”, reported the Agence
France-Presse (AFP).

The Interior Ministry said 142
people were arrested in the
French Capital less than half of
the number arrested on the
same day last week.

In the southern port of

Marseille, rubbish bins were
set ablaze and metal sheets
used to block streets. A law
enforcement vehicle was seen
driving through aburning bar-
ricade in France's second-
largest city.
Meanwhile, some protesters in
dark clothing and face cover-
ings were seen taking boards
off a building to build a street
barricade in the southern city
of Bordeaux.
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The National Council of the Nigerian Institute of Town Planners, having found the following candidates qualified, approved their admission into
FULL MEMBERSHIP, GRADUATE MEMBERSHIP, TECHNOLOGIST MEMBERSHIP and STUDENT MEMBERSHIP categories of the
Institute and their Induction Ceremony at the S7th International Conference and Annual General Meeting holding at Sheraton Hotel,

Ikeja, Lagos, on Tuesday, 27th October, 2026

NITP 2026 MEMBERSHIP INDUCTION LIST FOR FULL, GRADUATE, TECHNOLOGIST AND STUDENT MEMBERS

NAMES

OJETUNDE JOSEPH OLUWASEFUNMI
AMODU ABDULAFEEZ AYINLA
WILLIAMS ADEOLA OLUWABUNMI
UMOREN ENIMINI IKEMESIT
PETER YOHANNA
ADEWUYITABOSEDE ABIODUN
ALAKA MARIAM DAMILOLA
AJIBADE TAIWO AGORO
HAMMANTUKUR ABUBAKAR
DAZUMI RABIU

LAOSHE OMOWUNMI TENIOLA
EKPAH ETIFIOK ETTE
OLANIYTKAMILU ALABI
OLANIRAN SAHEED OLAWALE
OZOVEHE RUTH OZAVIZE
ARAOYE SAKA KUDIRAT

RABIU ABDULLAHI DELE

YAHAYA MOHAMMED AYINDE
ADETUNII SAHEED ADEDIRAN
ABDULRAHAMAN BOLANLE FATIMA
ABDULLAHI TAIYE

ILIYAS AJARAT OMOTAYO

ADEOTI YEMISI

ADESINA BILIKIS

ISHOLA ABUBAKAR FATAI

BELLO RAHMAN ATANDA

TAIWO BABATUNDE

VICTOR CHEKWUBE NDUBUISI
ABE FAYOKEMI SARAH

YUSUF ABDULHAKEEM ADEBAYO
YUSUFF ISMAIL OLANIYT
TONGMUT MARY MESHACK
PAUL-GINDIRI ELISHEBA DAUDA
AKANMU WILLIAMS OLUWASEGUN
OJEDOKUN RACHAEL DAMILOLA
WESLEY HUMWAPWA
MUMUNIAYUBA DABAI

AWODIRE AKEEM

OGUNWO ADETONA OLUWASEYE
CALLISTUS NANCY NKWAP

SANI UMAR

KWAGHKAR SEWUESE SANDRA
AROWOSADE EDWARD BABATUNDE
BINUYO ADEBAYO OLUWATAYO
MUSA FAUZEEYAH ALIYU
MOHAMMED AUTA HAMZA
AFOLABI MARY TITILAYO
MOHAHMMED ALIYU
ORUNGBEMI WALE EMMANUEL
MOHAMMAD ABDULLAHI

KABIRU DAMIDAMI

BELLO HADIZA ZAKARIYAU

NDALIMAN RAKIYA

MOHAMMED ABDULLAHI
DAMILARE FAUSAT SHADE
ASHAMO MOTUNRAYO OPEYEMI
URUM RIMAMNDE JOHN
ALASIAHMED OLAWALE

ODUOLA PRECIOUS ENIOLA
UGONDO JACOB MHEN

IZEVBIGIE MILDRED OMOROVBIYE
HARUNA ABUBAKAR

OKOSUN ROY ENAHIMION

EGURE MICHAEL

AGBOLADE JOHN ABIOLA

AHMAD YIDI USMAN

SHOYINKA RUTH OLUWADAMILOLA
OGOVE OVIE DAVID

SADIQ YAHYA IBRAHIM
OKUNOLA OLUMUYIWA ABIDEMI
MONYE MOSES IFECHUKWUDE
JAMES TOSIN TOPE

IBIKUNLE OLUWASHEYTAYOKANMI
OGUNYINKA KABIRU OMOTAYO
ADEOYE IBRAHEEM ABIODUN
AYINLA HAMMED SUNDAY
OYEGOKE ADESOJI BUKOLA
MUSA ELIZABETH

CHUKWU AMAECHI EMMANUEL
YAKUBU ZAKARI SULE
ABDULKARIM ABBA UMAR

NWACHUKWU MFON INYANG
AKINMOLAYAN OLUWAKEMI VICTORIA
GODWIN AMECHI OSEMEKE

AJAYI EMMANUEL OLUMIDE
ADEDIPE ADEOLA STEPHEN

OBASI CHUKWUEMEKA AGWUEZE
UGWU UZOMA JULIET
OLUSIABDULLAHI OLADIPO

ADEBAYO YETUNDE OLUWANIKE 7490
ONWUMERE MADUABUCHI VICTOR 7491
BAMIDELE BOSEDE ESTHER 7492
YARIMA ILIYAS ISAH 7493
AFOLABI Deborah Omotayo 7494
MUSAMURTALA 7495
ONWUEGBULE JUDE CHIGOZIE 7496
AREOYE MOSHOOD TAIWO 7497
ELUSOII HASSAN TAIWO 7498
IKAA ANDEBEB PHILIPS 7499
MANGER JACOB MTUNAGAH 7500
BOLARINWA GBADEBO 7501
OKOLO GLORIA ODITA 7502
ADENIYTISMAEL ADETONA 7503
ARIBANUSI OLUBUNMI BABATUNDE 7504
DAMIOR CELINE 7505
SOYOYE YUSUF AKINTAYO 7506
URURUKA UGONNA BRENDA 7507
IBENYE CHINYERE FAVOUR 7508
HASSAN MOHAMMED DANJUMA 7509
KESHINRO HAWAWU FUNMILOLA 7510
LUCKYDANIEL GOODNESS ONYINYECHI 7511
SALIHU ABDU MUAZU 7512
BAYARA BENJAMIN RITIJI 7513
BINGA VICTORIA SAMBO 7514
PETER OBED LAMIGHI 7515
GUMA ISAH DAUDU 7516
IDOWU OLUWADARA JUDE 7517
ABDULLAHI HABIB 7518
DUROTOYE OLUWADAMILOLA ROSEMARY 7519
OLASUNKANMI AKEEM ADEWALE 7520
BALOGUN LUQMAN ABISOYE 7521
NWEKE AMECHI PETER 7522
ANIMASHAUN TOBI RIDWAN 7523
AKINYOSOLA OLAMIDE ESTHER 7524
IDRIS HUDALLAH BUGAIJE 7525
MODIU FATIMA FEHINTOLA 7526
ADAMU SULEIMAN 7527
SHALANGWA AKILAHYEL YAKUBU 7528
HUDU ADAMU 7529
AZEEZ OPEYEMI SODEEQ 7530
YAZEED JIBRIN GANE 7531
DANIEL OLUMUYIWA AKINLADE 7532
UDONTIA ANDREW SUNDAY JOHNNY 7533
AJAPE SAKA OLAYEMI 7534
OYELADE OLAOBAJU ELIJAH 7535
KUDU EMMANUEL SAMBO 7536
SEYOII NASIRU 7537
MUHAMMAD SALAMATU ABDULLAHI 7538
NGBEDE OGEJIMA MICHAEL 7539
OYEDII OLUWASEUN OLADIJI 7540
EHIAGUINA ANTHONY 7541
ISSAABDULAZEEZ IMAM 7542
SOLOMON CHRISTIANA MOMODEBE 7543
MOHAMMED USMAN MANDIZ 7544
ZAKARI SAEED DANBABA 7545
MARAFA UMAR AHMED 7546
SANNI GAFAR GBOLAHAN 7547
MOHAMMED ISYAKU GARBA 7548
ABDULLAHI MOHAMMAD 7549
USMAN SALAWU 7550
0JO BUKOLA TOLULOPE 7551
ADAMU KABIRU 7552
AKANBI ABDULLATEEF ABOLORE 7553
ERNEST PLEASURE CAROLINE 7554
AKANO MICHAEL OLAOLUWA 7555
OMOLAYO JOHN OLUWADAMILARE 7556
MICHEAL PELUMI TYANU 7557
AKINLOLU OLUWABUSIWA TIWAJUOPELO 7558
ABIADE ADEWALE 7559
ADEOYE MOIJEED ABIOLA 7560
OLOWOLAYEMO ESTHER MOTUNRAYO 7561
FARONBI OLUWATOYIN ISAAC 7562
EZEKIEL UFUOMA LUCKY 7563
OYEWOLA IBUKUN ISRAEL 7564
SULE ABBAS 7565
DAVID-EJIOHUO ERUCHI 7566
AMANGALA, JOSHUA ELUANATAZIBA 7567
EMMANUEL DAVID 7568
ADUBI ADEYEMI OMOTAYO 7569
ABDULRAZAK KAZEEM ADEKUNLE 7570
BADMUS TAIWO WALIU 7571
MAHMOOD ABDULSALAM ADEDEJI 7572
SUNMONU NURUDEEN AYOBAMIDELE 7573
OGUNDE RAZAQ ADEOYE 7574
IDOWU YUSUF OLAWALE 7575
SUNDAY SOLOMON SUCCESS 7576
SODIYA TOHEEB OWEN 7577
AKINSANYA BUSAYO VICTORIA 7578
EMAKPO OYERENE HARRISON 7579

RHILA MBARI EZEKIEL

IHEKIRE IKECHUKWU CHIEDOZIE
NDAGI HAUWA AHMED

GARBA MAHMUD DABO
BALOGUN MUTIU ADEDAYO
IGBERAESE EBOSE JULIANA
VIHIMGA TERHEMBA RAYMOND
AHMED UMAR JAURO

IDRIS ZAHRAU BABA

SANUSI SAIBU ALAGBALA

ADISA SAHEED

NDAYAKO HALIMA MAHMOUD
SIMON KENNEDY LUWA

RAJI RASAK KUNLE

AKINOLA LYDIA OLANIKE
OLAPADE BOSE OMOLAYO
MOHAMMED SAHABO

NWAIGWE OKECHI JOY

IANBO PAUL TERYIMA

YUSUF SADIQ ZANNA

ALONGE OLUSOLA OLUFUNSO
USMAN BILIKISU OMAYOZA
OGUNYEMI NINIOLA IWARERE
ADENUI ADELEKE OLUSOLA
ADENIYI BENJAMIN ADEKUNLE
OGUNLEYE PAUL BABATUNDE
GANIYU SODIQ OLADAPO

AJOSE TITILOPE ABIMBOLA
YUSSUF BASHIR AKINOLA
AKINTAN ADEBAMBO SENAMI
OLANIRAN MOSHOOD KOLAWOLE
OLADOSU GANIYAT MOJISOLA
OLADEJO HANNAH OYINKANSOLA
AKINBULE HANNAH ADEOLA
AYOADE OLAMILEKAN EZEKIEL
ODENIRAN BUNMI AKIN

ANEKE STELLA ONYINYECHI
ANIFOWOSE WAHEED AREMU
AKPAN KINGSLEY EFFIONG

0JO FOLARANMI EZEKIEL

LASS PIUS DOROTHY

ORIKPETE ALFRED OGHENEMARO
NOBLE MARVELLOUS

ADEBO ATINUKE ALAKE
EGBUKOLE UGOCHUKWU

ILEH WILSON ENEMONA

KADIRI IMONIKHE LUCKY
ABDULLAHI ZAINAB MOHAMMED
ADARALEGBE GRACE IDOWU
OLAJIDE IBIYEMI CHRISTIANAH
OCHOLI FREDRICK MARK
ADEYEMI ADETAYO HENRY
SONDE VICTORIA OLUWABUKOLA
QOPADEIJI ISRAEL OLAYODE
OSOFUNDIYA DOLAPO OLUTOSIN
ADELAKUN OLUWAFERANMI TIMILEYIN
ENIKANOLAYE ISAAC ADEBOWALE
OLAKUNLE AKEEM ADEWOLU
IDOWU PETER DAMILARE
OHOMINA OSAMWONYI BERNARDINE
OGONOR GIDEON MENWE
ASUQUO NDIFREKE DIANABASI
ADEGOKE TABITHA ADEOLA
MUKAILA ABDULHAFFIZ
BABAYEJU MATTHEW BANKOLE
HAMIDU MOHAMMED

OWOADE JOHN GBEMIGA
MUHAMMED GIDADO ISA
MESOLE ADEKUNLE

MOSES-FEBO RUTH SONENGIYEOFORIYE
0JO OLUWATOYIN BAMIDELE
DOKARI TESINI

OLAIYA MICHEAL ADEKUNLE
TAIWO MATHEW IYANUOLUWA
SANUSI AKEEM BABATUNDE
MGBEBUIHE VICTOR EMEKA
OLATUNIJI RIDWAN OYEYEMI
AWOLOLA MARK OLUWATOBI
IDRIS ADAMU

EKUNDAYO OLUWASEUN MICHAEL
OGUNNIRAN JEREMIAH OLADAYO
SULAIMON OLATUNDE FATAI
JELUGBO MERCY VERA

AMINU BABATUNDE RUFAI
IKOBULU IKWOME MARVIN

DADA OLANREWAJU TIMOTHY
EJUONE AKPOFURE PAUL
ABDULLAHI WASILAT OLUWAKEMI
FAFIOYE MERCY OYEBUSOLA
EKIRIGWE AJIMA PETER
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ODEDIRAN TAOFIKI OLAYIDE 7670 IDRIS JOTHAM ENYENYI AKANDE OLUWATOYIN
AKERELE IGNATIUS ADELAKUN 7671 AMUSAN YETUNDE ENIOLA MURTALA KEHINDE
GBELETAN OLUWASEUN TEMITOPE 7672 ADELEKE TUNMISE ISAAC ALHASSAN HABIB
ABDULLAHI UMAR YUSUF 7673 JAMES GABRIEL OMALE DOGONNAMA ABDULLAHI TUKUR
FOLAKANMI TAOFEEQ 7674 OLATOKUNBO ADESOLA DORCAS UMOREN FIOYO MICHAEL
ADERINTO IDOWU ZAHEED 7675 AYINLA BOLAJI ABDULFATAI SHARIFF NAJIB AHLAN
NURADEEN SULEIMAN 7676 ADEWUYI WASIU ABOLAJI OLALEYE ADESOLA STELLA
IJAGBEMI OPEYEMI AYOBAMIJI 7677 OKOYA MUKAILA ALANI BAKARE ADEWUMI RAMON
OMINYI OBEKA VICTOR 7678 KOLAWOLE ADEKUNLE JOHN ADADE ERNEST FOLORUNSO
OLATUNJI OLUWAFUNMILAYO RUTH 7679 OKONJI EMMANUEL ATU ANYA NANCY
CHAGBE MTAGHER 7680 TIJANI MUBARAQ ABIODUN KELANI HAMMED OLAWALE
SANI MUSA SHARU 7681 MAFULUL PATIENCE MATS AJAGBE AGNES OLUWASEUN
AKINLABI ADESOLA GEORGE 7682 AZUBUIKE HENRY CHUKWUEDO SUNDAY STEPHEN
OLATONA GBOLUWAGA HOPE 7683 OKE ADEDOTUN OYELAMI ADAMU SAIDU MOHAMMED
AJENIFUJA OPEYEMI ISLAMIYAT 7684 ATSEN SAMUEL AWARE ODUOLA OLAOYE JOSEPH
OYETUNII AJIBOLA SEGUN 7685 OGUNYEMI AYOMIDE PETER NWOYEOCHA OBINNA PHILIP
SONDE EMMANUEL OLUWATIMILEYIN 7686 TAHIR MUHAMMAD AMINU HUSSAINI DAHIRU YAHAYA
ADEOIE OLUKUNLE OLUFEMI 7687 BELLO SAMUEL AUDU GABRIEL SAMSON HYENDU
OLOYEDE DAMILOLA JOSHUA 7688 ABBAS ISMAIL ADEBIYI VICTORIA BUKOLA
OLANIPEKUN TOBILOBA STEPHEN 7689 OKAFOR UCHECHUKWU UJUNWA YUNUSA ZUBAIRU LAWAL
MOSES DAMILOLA GBENGA 7690 ADESOPE CHRISTIANAH FUNMILAYO MUHAMMAD BELLO BELLO
SULE USMAN 7691 VICTOR Duba Aliyu OLADIPUPO DOTUN OMOSANJO
ALFA CLEMENT 7692 SALIU MUINAT ABISOYE OLATUNII SAMUEL OLUWAPELUMI
ONOIGBORIA EMMANUEL OHUNAYO 7693 TIAMIYU ADEOLU MUSHOOD OKEKE JUDE CHUKWUDALU
JATAU DANGANA ROBERT 7694 ADEMOYE OLUWASEUN OMOPELUMI FOLARANMI FATIMAT OLARISI
SANYAOLU OLAJIDE SULAIMAN 7695 AKINYOOYE JELILIADEBAYO ELISEUS EMELDA CHINENYE
ROMILUYI EMMANUEL OLAYINKA 7696 IJIGADE RONKE STELLA ONWUEYIAGBA FRANCIS ANAYO
SANYAOLU OLALEKAN SURAJDEEN 7697 OKUNADE OLAJUMOKE AFOLASHADE ERONDU PASCAL HERBERTSON
GIDEON OBIDA 7698 OLAGBAYE TEMITAYO ANNAT ALIJOSHUA DEVE
AKERELE OLUWASEUN DAVID 7699 AREH TEMITOPE FOLORUNSHO OKA UCHENNAYA AGWU
OLATYA HAMMED OLAKUNLE 7700 AMUKA ONONIHU ESTHER ADEDAMOLA ADEDIRAN WAHAB
KOTUN OLUWATOBI IBRAHIM 7701 AWOLOLA OLATUNDE SHINAAYOMI MATHIAS ESTHER UHOMAN
CHIMANWOKIKE PRECIOUS CHIUINDU 7702 IDOWU DAMILOLA ELIZABETH
IBITOYE IBEREOLA TOLU 7703 ADEBISI SEUN DAVID %ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁgﬁom
KEHINDE OLAOLUWABAMIDELE EMMANUEL ADIGUN KARIMOT YETUNDE AMIK AMID

7704 VICTOR MAYOWA ADEDOKUN EUWALO&[%%I} A Muifgﬁj STUS
BAKARI ROBERT NICODEMUS 7706 ADENIJI SERIFAT ADEDAYO ASHIYANBI AYOBAMI TEMITOPE
ABUBAKAR Mohammed Barau 7707 ADEYEMI FUNMILAYO MARY
ADEOYE SAMSON OLAMIDE 7708 ADAMU ISHAQ ABBATI
SHELLE OMOBOLAJI ABDULRASHEED 7709 OGUNGBE GLORY FUNMILAYO
BOLAJI KEHINDE AYOMIDE 7710 GABRIEL CORNELIUS
OLUDARE Oluwatoyin Abosede 7711 MIKE-OLASOJU OLANIRETI OLAITAN
MOSES ENOBONG AKPAN 7712 ALIMI ABDULGAFAR OLUWAKAYODE
KEHINDE TOSIN STEPHEN 7713 KAREEM KHADIJAT OLAJUMOKE
WAAKAA SAMUEL TERKAA 7714 BABALOLA OLUWASEUN FLORENCE
ADESINA IDREES ADEMOLA 7715 AKINWALE TEMITOPE EBENEZER
NWACHUKWU DOMINIC OKWUKWE 7716 AKINSE ANUOLUWAPO SARAH
ODEYALE WALE OLUWAGBENGA 7717 OGBAGA MATHIAS NKWEGU
ANIMASHAUN GANIYU ADEOLA 7718 HABIBA MUAZU ANACHE
FEMI-OLOGBE JANET BUKOLA 7719 JOEL MICHAEL OLUWAFEMI
WAZIRI RAKIYA 7720 OYEDOTUN ABIDEMI OYEYEMI
OKUSANYA OLADIMEJI OLANREWAJU 7721 AYILARAN OLUWATOSIN
MUHAMMED ZAINAB OYINDAMOLA 77122 OBUN GABRIEL ABU
OGUNDELE PELUMI ANTHONY 7723 DAVID OSAIGBOVO MATTHEW
KEHINDE KAYODE ADEBOWALE 7724 OPURUM PRISCA NGOZI
ADESANYA ADEYEMI TEMILOLA 7725 ABIGAIL EFFIONG AKPAN
ABODUNDE OLANREWAJU BOSUN 77126 OGUNDARE STEPHEN OPEYEMI f‘m‘ m&?&%ﬁé%%?mg
ALIMI KEHINDE HUSSEIN 7727 ORJI THEOPHILUS UCHE
ADEBOWALE KAZEEM ADEBAYO 7728 WHANDA S.HELEN
OJONIYI GRACE [FEDOLAPO 7729 EMMANUEL CLINTON ARCHIBONG 2026 STUDSENT MEM‘;E:S*“P LIST
ADEYANJU BUKOLA ADERANTI 7730 BUSARI UTHMAN BABATUNDE %E%chcﬁg%d -
SENLAJA ABIMBOLA BEATRICE 7731 ADEDIRAN PAUL OLUWATIMILEHIN
OLANIYAN ADERONKE OLUWABUNMI 7732 ABRAHAM YUSUF i%%’%ﬁ&&ﬁfﬁw
OYEDOKUN OYELEYE OLUWATOSIN 7733 ELUJOBA TITUS U CCIBO
ORBUNDE BENEDICT TERHEMBA 7734 OGHENEGARE ELOGHENE JENNIFER FATIMA ABDULLAHISADIQ
MUSA MUBARAK ABDULLAHI 7735 FRANKLIN PAMELA DAGOGO NURADEEN SULEIMAN
YEKEEN SHAMSUDEEN TEMITOPE 7736 IBRAHIM EMMANUEL OSINIMEGA YUSUF MUBARAK
MUHAMMAD ELKABIR INUWA 7737 GABRIEL OLUWATOSIN ABIGEAL FOLARIN FOLARIN AGUNBIADE
SHAIBU ABDULLAHI 7738 KASALI IBRAHIM ADEKUNLE EMBU ESTHER MEVYE
OBOH FRANCIS 7739 ADEYEYE ADEDAYO ABIMBOLA MOHAMMAD SODANGI AL-AMEEN
SALIFU Garba Okoh 7740 AJAYT FUNMILOLA CHRISTIANAH ABDULLAHI ABDULMAHAMIN BAKALE
FATOKI OLUWAFEMI ADEBAYO 7741 BISIRIYU DAUDA AKINLOYE MORA FAISAL FARUK
ABOI LYDIA 7742 RAJI ABDULHAFEEZ TOLULOPE MACDONALD BLESSING CHINASA
AIYEKI OSAKPAMWAN ENDURANCE 7743 OTU ABASIEKONG OTU JOHNSON TOLULOPE OLUYINKA
ADEYEMI HAFEEZAH ADETAYO 7744 ALIYU NASIRU MUSA OGBODO ESTHER NGOZI
JUBRIL ZAKARIYAU ISHOLA 7745 ALIYU BABA ABDULRAHMAN ADEBAYO FAWAZ OLAMIDE
AJIBADE LUKMAN KEHINDE 7746 MASSODIH OKON EFFIONG ODUNTAN IKEOLUWA MOYINOLUWA
FATUROTI HELEN ABIDEMI 7747 ADEKANBI TAJUDEEN ADEBOWALE YAHAYA MUSLIMAT
SODIPO ESTHER OMOTOLANI 7748 OPARA FAITH OLUCHI ﬁggﬁ MCHAEBéAMUEL
KYARI MOHAMMED YAHAYA 7749 SANI ADAMU MARIAM OYAMINE
EMMANUEL AARON AMAI 7750 ANYANWU WISDOM ONYEKACHI OLAYEFA ANJOLAOLUWA PRECIOUS
MUSTAPHA QUADRI ADENIYI 7751 ALAKA OLAWALE SULAIMON YAHAYA SAKINAH OSHEIZA
JIMOH OYEWOLE ABDULRAHMAN 7752 VALERIE HEMBAFAN ABUR MUSTAPHA FAWAS GBOLAHAN
JARRETT OLUWATUNMISE ESTHER 7753 TANIMU AISHA ASABE OGUNJIMI OLUWAGBEMIGA MICHAEL
NGOBI NDUKAKU BRIGHT 7754 FELIX ETEKPI KANU BIRCH MATILDA TIOLUWANIMI
SEKONI OLUBOLA SYLVESTER 7755 OGUNLUSI ADEWALE SAMUEL EGBO VICTOR CHIDERA
JAMES BARNABAS OGIRIMA 7756 AKINOLA GBEMISOLA ALICE ADAMU USMAN
POPOOLA SUNDAY AKINTOLA 7757 OPEITA JAMIU KEHINDE SULAIMAN MUFADILAH ILEMOBOLA
HENEN VIVIEN SOR 7758 AKINOLA MARY OLADUNNI ABDULRASAQ FATHIU ADETUNJI
TSEGBA MOSES ATOV 7759 TIJANI FAROUK KOLAWOLE SHEHU MUHAMMAD BATURE
MOHAMMED ABDULMALIK 7760 BALOGUN KAMORU KOLAWOLE ABUBAKAR SALAMATU USMAN
SALAUDEEN QUADRI OYEDELE 7761 ODUNAIYA ADEOLUWA ADEBAYO LAWAL USMAN ALMUSTAPHA
ADEBANJO OLOLADE ELIZABETH 7762 MUHAMMED IBRAHIM ALABI SEGUN DANIEL
KPASA GOODLUCK WALTER 7763 ALLI ROQEEB ADEGBOLAHAN KOFOWORADE FAVOUR
OBELE MARY TOSIN 7764 IGWE ISAAC EKOTOR AFONJA TEMILADE EMMANUEL
ADEWOLE OLUKAYODE JOSHUA 7765 KADIRI SAMOD ADETOLA FAWOLE OLUWATENIAYO ODUNAYO
BABALOLA YETUNDE ENITAN 7766 ADEYINKA FAIZAL OLAMILEKAN OLOREGBULEM JEREMIAH SOMKELECHI
DAVID GRACE TITILAYO 7767 ABDULSHAKUR ADAMU GALADIMA ABONYI FREEDOM CHUKWUDI
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ANIOBI CHIDIMA TONIA
NWEKE CHINECHEREM ESTHER
OKPARA FAVOUR CHIDALU
IBRAHIM NASARA ISSAN
AHMADU BELLO
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GROUPE DE LA BANQUE AFRICAINE
DE DEVELOPPEMENT

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA
EKITI STATE GOVERNMENT
EKITI KNOWLEDGE ZONE PROJECT

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST FOR ENGAGEMENT OF A CONSULTANT FOR
PRIVATE-SECTOR OPERATOR CAPABILITY DEVELOPMENT AND RECOGNITION

(CONSULTING FIRM)

PROJECT ID: P-NG-100-002

The Federal Government of Nigeria has secured a loan from the African Development Bank towards the Ekiti Knowledge Zone Project (EKZ). The project site is located between Ago
Araromi in Ado Local Government Area and [jan Ekiti in Gbonyin Local Government Area in Ekiti State.

The Project intends to apply a portion of the loan to engage a qualified Consulting Firm, or consortium of firms, to design and implement an integrated operator capability-development
programme that strengthens the capability and market readiness of existing Ekiti-based private-sector operators, establishes a credible mechanism for assessing and recognising
delivery readiness, and connects qualifying operators to buyers, contracts, workplace-learning opportunities and skilled talent.

The EKZ is a strategic initiative of the Ekiti State Government aimed at building a thriving innovation ecosystem that integrates research, enterprise, and technology development.
Component 2 of the Project, Building Talents and Creating Innovation Demand, combines skills development, enterprise creation, private-sector participation and access to economic
opportunities, and includes the Training and Certification of Private-Sector Operators sub-component, which provides for the capability building and certification of existing Ekiti
businesses against an EKZ Delivery-Ready Standard so that they can win work from EKZ tenants, the EKZ Delivery Studio and Government, and hire EKZ-trained talent. The
requirement is not simply to provide business training, but to establish an effective system through which existing businesses are assessed, strengthened, recognised and connected to
credible commercial opportunities that translate into contracts, revenue and employment.

This assignment is focused primarily on strengthening existing private-sector operators rather than creating new ventures, and its principal unit of outcome is the participating operator.
It forms part of the wider EKZ Component 2 delivery architecture under the oversight of the Project Implementation Unit (PIU), and complements the BPO, ICT and Digital Skills
programme, TVET and apprenticeship development, enterprise development, and the wider EKZ investor and tenant pipeline.

The specific objectives of the assignment will include, but not be limited to:

Identify and assess Ekiti-based private-sector operators with potential to participate in relevant EKZ and wider market opportunities.

Determine the capability and compliance requirements of relevant buyers and markets.

Provide targeted capability development to address material gaps identified through assessment.

Establish a credible and transparent mechanism for assessing and recognising operator delivery readiness, capable of continuing beyond the assignment.
Connect qualifying operators to relevant buyers, customers and contracting opportunities.

Strengthen the capacity of participating businesses to recruit, supervise and retain skilled workers and workplace learners.

Support participating operators to demonstrate successful delivery of commercial work.

Ensure fair access to the programme for businesses across Ekiti State, including smaller, women-led, youth-led and other underserved operators, consistent with applicable
AfDB and Project requirements.

9. Establish sustainable arrangements for continued operator assessment and capability development.

10. Track and verify business, contract, workforce and employment outcomes.

e

The assignment shall be implemented over twenty (20) months from contract effectiveness.

The Ekiti State Development and Investment Promotion Agency (EKDIPA), the Implementing Agency, now invites eligible Consulting Firms (including consortia of firms) to indicate
their interest in providing the above services.

Interested firms must be reputable firms, or consortia of firms, with a proven track record in enterprise and supplier development, business capability assessment and market linkage.
The Consulting Firm (or the lead firm and members of a consortium, taken together) must demonstrate:

1. A minimum of seven (7) years of demonstrable experience in delivering SME, enterprise or supplier-development programmes in Sub-Saharan Africa (experience in Nigeria
is a strong advantage);

2. Demonstrated experience helping businesses meet the requirements of corporate, institutional or public-sector buyers, including buyer engagement, supplier matching, and

tender and bid-readiness support;

Proven experience designing and implementing business capability-assessment, supplier-readiness, accreditation, certification or comparable recognition mechanisms;

Demonstrated experience providing targeted business advisory and capability-development support to SMEs;

Experience supporting workforce development, employment or workplace learning within businesses;

Strong monitoring and outcome-verification capability, and demonstrable experience working with donor-funded projects (e.g., AfDB, World Bank) and familiarity with their

reporting, procurement, and environmental and social safeguard standards;

Knowledge of relevant Nigerian business, regulatory and commercial requirements, and established links with business associations, SMEs and other private-sector

networks;

8. Experience integrating cross-cutting themes, particularly women and youth inclusion, into enterprise-development programmes; and

9. The capacity to mobilise qualified Key Experts covering: Team Leader / Enterprise and Supplier Development Lead; Business Assessment and Capability Framework
Specialist; Buyer Engagement and Market Access Specialist; Workforce and Talent Development Specialist; and Monitoring, Evaluation and Results Verification Specialist.

Sk
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Interested firms must provide information demonstrating that they are qualified to perform the services, including a company profile, a description of similar assignments completed
(stating the client, scale, value and results achieved), relevant experience in comparable conditions, and the availability of appropriate skills among their staff. Firms may associate with
other firms to enhance their chances of qualification; where a joint venture or consortium is proposed, the lead firm and the role of each member should be stated.

Eligibility criteria, establishment ofthe short-list, and the selection procedure shall be in accordance with the A frican Development Bank's Procurement Policy for Bank Group Funded
Operations (October 2015), which is available on the Bank's website at https://www.afdb.org/en/projects-and-operations/procurement/new-procurement-policy/

Further information can be obtained at the address below during office hours (09:00 to 17:00 hours). Interested parties may request the Terms of Reference (ToRs) for better
understanding of the assignment.

Expressions of Interest must be delivered in written form to the address below (in person, or by e-mail) on or before 12 Noon Nigeria Time on 9th November, 2026.

The Director General
EKkiti State Development and Investment Promotion Agency (EKDIPA)
Mutual House, Ado-EKiti, EKiti-State,

Tel. No: +234-704-100-1814, +234-806-017-4418
Email: ekitiknowledgezone@gmail.com, ekdipa@ekitistate.gov.ng

THE GUARDIAN, Monday, October 26,2026
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DE DEVELOPPEMENT

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA
EKITI STATE GOVERNMENT
EKITI KNOWLEDGE ZONE PROJECT

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST FOR ENGAGEMENT OF A CONSULTANT
FOR PRIVATE-SECTOR DELIVERY OF CLUSTER INNOVATION AND ENTERPRISE

DEVELOPMENT (CONSULTING FIRM)

PROJECT ID: P-NG-100-002

The Federal Government of Nigeria has secured a loan from the African Development Bank towards the Ekiti Knowledge Zone Project (EKZ). The project site is located between Ago
Araromiin Ado Local Government Area and Ijan Ekiti in Gbonyin Local Government Area in Ekiti State.

The Project intends to apply a portion of the loan to engage a qualified Consulting Firm, or consortium of firms, to establish and operate a private-sector-led enterprise-development
system that identifies promising entrepreneurs and ventures across Ekiti State and supports their progression into viable technology and digitally enabled businesses with customers,
revenue, employment potential, investment readiness and, where appropriate, access to domestic and international innovation funds.

The EKZ is a strategic initiative of the Ekiti State Government aimed at building a thriving innovation ecosystem that integrates research, enterprise, and technology development.
Component 2 of the Project, Building Talents and Creating Innovation Demand, is intended to develop skilled talent and nurture innovation and entrepreneurial activity into
commercially viable and investible businesses. The Project commits to at least four competitive innovation challenges/hackathons and a project outcome of 50 new technology/digital-
enabled businesses created, and separately provides for the Ekiti Innovation Fund (EIF) to support innovative businesses within the State. The requirement is not simply to provide
innovation spaces or entrepreneurship programmes, but to establish an effective enterprise-development system through which promising ideas and ventures can progress towards
customers, revenue, employment, investment and growth.

This assignment is distinct from the higher-education-focused Research and Innovation Hubs/Centres of Excellence supported through the Global Alliance and HEI interventions; its
principal unit of outcome is the venture or business. It forms part of the wider EKZ Component 2 delivery architecture under the oversight of the Project Implementation Unit (PIU), with
referral arrangements to the EIF and other EKZ interventions.

The specific objectives of the assignment will include, but not be limited to:

1. Establish an effective operating model for enterprise development, drawing on existing innovation hubs, institutions and ecosystem assets where these provide an effective

and sustainable delivery route.

Identify and source promising entrepreneurs, innovators and ventures across Ekiti State.

Deliver a minimum of four competitive innovation challenges.

Provide structured venture-development support appropriate to the maturity and needs of participating businesses.

Support business formation, product and service development, market validation and commercial progression.

Connectsupported businesses to customers, industry partners, markets and commercial opportunities.

Prepare suitable ventures for investment and facilitate progression to the EIF and other appropriate sources of finance.

Contribute to the creation and support of at least 50 new technology and digitally enabled businesses.

Build a pipeline of businesses capable of contributing to the wider EKZ ecosystem and potentially becoming future EKZ tenants.

0. Establishsustainable arrangements for continued enterprise-development support.

1. Ensure meaningful participation of women, youth, persons with disabilities, underserved groups and enterprises located beyond Ado-Ekiti, consistent with applicable AfDB
and Project requirements.

12. Trackand verify venture progressionand economic outcomes.

The assignment shall be implemented over twenty (20) months from contract effectiveness.
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The Ekiti State Development and Investment Promotion Agency (EKDIPA), the Implementing Agency, now invites eligible Consulting Firms (including consortia of firms) to indicate
their interest in providing the above services.

Interested firms must be reputable firms, or consortia of firms, with a proven track record in building and managing technology-driven enterprise-development ecosystems
The Consulting Firm (or the lead firm and members of a consortium, taken together) must demonstrate:

1. A minimum of seven (7) years of demonstrable experience in designing, operating and managing startup incubators, accelerators or enterprise-development programmes in
Sub-Saharan A frica (experience in Nigeria is a strong advantage);

2. Aproventrackrecord of designing and executing at least two (2) competitive innovation challenges or hackathons thatresulted in commercially viable solutions;

3. Astrong portfolio demonstrating the successful venture building of early-stage tech/digital businesses, including securing venture capital, angel investment or grant funding
for supported startups;

4. Demonstrable experience working with donor-funded projects (e.g., AfDB, World Bank) and familiarity with their reporting, procurement, and environmental and social

safeguard standards;

Established networks within the regional tech ecosystem, including direct links to corporate partners, venture capitalists, innovation hubs and market-access channels;

Experience integrating cross-cutting themes, particularly women and youth inclusion, into enterprise-development frameworks; and

The capacity to mobilise qualified Key Experts covering: Team Leader / Enterprise Development; Venture Building, Investment Readiness and Finance; Digital Product /

Technology Commercialisation; Innovation Challenge and Market Linkage; and Monitoring, Evaluation, Learning (MEL) and Inclusion.

NS

Interested firms must provide information demonstrating that they are qualified to perform the services, including a company profile, a description of similar assignments completed
(stating the client, scale, value and results achieved), relevant experience in comparable conditions, and the availability of appropriate skills among their staff. Firms may associate with
other firms to enhance their chances of qualification; where a joint venture or consortium is proposed, the lead firm and the role of each member should be stated.

Eligibility criteria, establishment of the short-list, and the selection procedure shall be in accordance with the African Development Bank's Procurement Policy for Bank Group Funded
Operations (October 2015), which is available on the Bank's website at https://www.afdb.org/en/projects-and-operations/procurement/new-procurement-policy/

Further information can be obtained at the address below during office hours (09:00 to 17:00 hours). Interested parties may request the Terms of Reference (ToRs) for better
understanding of the assignment.

Expressions of Interest must be delivered in written form to the address below (in person, or by e-mail) on or before 12 Noon Nigeria Time on 9th November, 2026.

The Director General
EKiti State Development and Investment Promotion Agency (EKDIPA)
Mutual House, Ado-EKiti, EKiti-State,

Tel. No: +234-704-100-1814, +234-806-017-4418
Email: ekitiknowledgezone@gmail.com, ekdipa(@ekitistate.gov.ng
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FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA
EKITI STATE GOVERNMENT
EKITI KNOWLEDGE ZONE PROJECT

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR ENGAGEMENT OF A CONSULTANT
FOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR THE EKZ INDUSTRY-LED TECHNICAL

SKILLS AND APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAMME (CONSULTING FIRM)

PROJECT ID: P-NG-100-002

The Federal Government of Nigeria has secured a loan from the African Development Bank towards the Ekiti Knowledge Zone Project (EKZ). The project site is located between Ago Araromi
in Ado Local Government Area and Ijan Ekiti in Gbonyin Local Government Area in Ekiti State.

The Project intends to apply a portion of the loan to engage a qualified Consulting Firm, or consortium of firms, to design, establish and support the initial implementation of industry-led
technical skills and apprenticeship pathways, using and strengthening existing technical colleges, polytechnics, health training institutions and other training providers to develop practical
occupational capabilities aligned with demonstrated employer and market demand.

The EKZ is astrategic initiative of the Ekiti State Government aimed at building a thriving innovation ecosystem that integrates research, enterprise, and technology development. Component
2 of'the Project, Building Talents and Creating Innovation Demand, is intended to develop skilled talent at different levels of the economy. A complementary need exists for practical technical
and occupational pathways that respond directly to employer requirements and give young people routes into skilled employment, apprenticeships, contracting, self-employment and
enterprise. Ekiti State already has technical colleges, polytechnics, health training institutions and other providers with existing trainers, facilities, programmes and equipment, and the
requirement is to strengthen this institutional base without creating unnecessary parallel training structures. The programme shall provide appropriate access for out-of-school youth,
consistent with the EKZ Project Appraisal Report (PAR).

This assignment is primarily an institutional activation and pathway-development intervention rather than a second mass-training programme. It shall complement, and not duplicate, the
separate BPO, ICT and Digital Skills assignment and its formal 8,000-person ICT training target. It forms part of the wider EKZ Component 2 delivery architecture under the oversight of the
Project Implementation Unit (PIU), and its principal outcome is operational pathways in participating institutions, not programme designs alone.

The specific objectives of the assignment will include, but not be limited to:

1. Identify priority technical and occupational skills based on demonstrated employer, investor and market demand.

2.  Assess the capacity of relevant technical colleges, polytechnics, health training institutions and other appropriate providers, and identify existing programmes, trainers, facilities
and equipment that can be used or adapted.

Establish structured partnerships between participating institutions, employers, industry bodies, certification organisations and relevant technical partners.

Design or adapt competency-based technical skills and apprenticeship pathways aligned with occupational requirements.

Strengthen trainer and institutional capability where required.

Establish practical training, workplace leaming, apprenticeship, assessment and certification arrangements.

Provide appropriate access and progression pathways for out-of-school youth, women and other eligible participants, consistent with applicable AfDB and Project requirements.
Define the equipment, facilities and other targeted improvements required, with indicative costs and priorities, to enable the PIU and institutions to undertake the necessary
procurement or works.

9. Activate selected priority pathways through participating institutions, with initial cohorts commencing delivery.

10. Establish arrangements, including a costed roadmap, through which successful pathways can be sustained and scaled..
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The assignment shall be implemented over twelve (12) months from contract effectiveness.

The Ekiti State Development and Investment Promotion Agency (EKDIPA), the Implementing Agency, now invites eligible Consulting Firms (including consortia of firms) to indicate their
interest in providing the above services.

Interested firms must be reputable firms, or consortia of firms, with a proven track record in technical and vocational skills development, industry partnerships and employment-linked
programme implementation

The Consulting Firm (or the lead firm and members of a consortium, taken together) must demonstrate:

1. A minimum of seven (7) years of demonstrable experience leading TVET reform, occupational skills development or institutional capability projects in Sub-Saharan Africa
(experience in Nigeria is a strong advantage);

2. Proven experience conducting labour-market and skills-demand assessments, developing competency-based training (CBT) curricula and occupational standards, and structuring
recognised certification routes with regulatory or industry bodies;

3. Demonstrated experience structuring public-private TVET partnerships and designing workplace-learning and apprenticeship frameworks with corporate employers and industry
bodies;

4. Demonstrated experience assessing the readiness of technical colleges, polytechnics or similar institutions, diagnosing workshop, equipment and facility needs, and designing and
delivering trainer-development programmes;

5. Experience designing outreach and bridging programmes for out-of-school youth and women in technical and vocational training, and establishing monitoring and evaluation
frameworks that track enrolment, competency attainment, workplace placement and early outcomes;

6. Demonstrable experience working with donor-funded projects (e.g., AfDB, World Bank) and familiarity with their reporting, procurement, and environmental and social safeguard
standards; and

7.  The capacity to mobilise qualified Key Experts covering: Team Leader/ TVET and Skills Development Lead; Labour Market and CBT Curriculum Specialist; Industry Engagement
and Apprenticeship Specialist; Institutional Capability and Master Trainer Specialist; and Inclusion, Youth Access and MEL Specialist.

Interested firms must provide information demonstrating that they are qualified to perform the services, including a company profile, a description of similar assignments completed (stating
the client, scale, value and results achieved), relevant experience in comparable conditions, and the availability of appropriate skills among their staff. Firms may associate with other firms to
enhance their chances of qualification; where a joint venture or consortium is proposed, the lead firm and the role of each member should be stated.

Eligibility criteria, establishment of the short-list, and the selection procedure shall be in accordance with the African Development Bank's Procurement Policy for Bank Group Funded
Operations (October 2015), which is available on the Bank's website at https://www.afdb.org/en/projects-and-operations/procurement/new-procurement-policy/

Further information can be obtained at the address below during office hours (09:00 to 17:00 hours). Interested parties may request the Terms of Reference (ToRs) for better understanding of
the assignment.

Expressions of Interest must be delivered in written form to the address below (in person, or by e-mail) on orbefore 12 Noon Nigeria Time on 9th November, 2026.

The Director General
EKiti State Development and Investment Promotion Agency (EKDIPA)
Mutual House, Ado-EKiti, EKiti-State,

Tel. No: +234-704-100-1814, +234-806-017-4418
Email: ekitiknowledgezone@gmail.com, ekdipa(@ekitistate.gov.ng
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FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA
EKITI STATE GOVERNMENT
EKITI KNOWLEDGE ZONE PROJECT

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR ENGAGEMENT OF
CONSULTANT FOR BUSINESS PROCESS OUTSOURCING (BPO),

ICT AND DIGITAL SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (CONSULTING FIRM)

PROJECT ID: P-NG-100-002

The Federal Government of Nigeria has secured a loan from the African Development Bank towards the Ekiti Knowledge Zone Project (EKZ). The project site is located between Ago
Araromiin Ado Local Government Area and Ijan Ekiti in Gbonyin Local Government Area in Ekiti State.

The Project intends to apply a portion of the loan to engage a suitably qualified Consulting Firm, or consortium of firms, to design and deliver a demand-led BPO, ICT and digital skills
programme for at least 8,000 eligible young people in Ekiti State, and to establish credible, verifiable pathways connecting trained participants to private-sector and other economic
opportunities.

The EKZ is a strategic initiative of the Fkiti State Government aimed at building a thriving innovation ecosystem that integrates research, enterprise, and technology development.
Component 2 of the Project, Building Talents and Creating Innovation Demand, is intended to equip young people with ICT industry skills while developing the innovation and
enterprise pipeline required to support the EKZ ecosystem. The Project sets a minimum target of 8,000 young people trained and certified to match private-sector ICT skills needs,
including at least 40% women, at least 500 young people from households with affected livelihoods and atleast 10% receiving advanced-level skills training, with atleast 4,800 certified
participants linked to verified job opportunities. The assignment is therefore intended to deliver skills development at scale while establishing pathways through which digital
capabilities are developed, assessed, certified and connected to work and economic participation.

This assignment forms part of the wider EKZ Component 2 delivery architecture and will operate alongside other EKZ interventions, including TVET and apprenticeship development,
enterprise development, private-sector capability development, innovation finance and higher-education interventions, under the oversight of the Project Implementation Unit (PIU)..

The specific objectives of the assignment will include, but not be limited to:

Assess current and emerging demand for BPO, ICT and digital skills relevant to Ekiti participants and the wider labour market.

Design and deliver foundational, intermediate and advanced skills pathways responsive to demonstrated demand.

Establish credible arrangements for the assessment and certification of participants.

Recruit and support atleast 8,000 eligible young people while meeting the inclusion commitments established under the Project.

Establish effective links with employers, BPO operators, prospective EKZ tenants, technology companies, local businesses and other sources of economic opportunity.
Provide mechanisms for the practical application of skills, workplace experience and transition into economic opportunities,

Track participant progression from enrolment through training and certification to subsequent economic opportunities and outcomes.

. Establish scalable and sustainable delivery arrangements, including a scalable, accessible and mobile-responsive learning management system.

10. Transferrelevant programme assets, data, systems, partnerships and operational capability to the appropriate EKZ institutions at completion.

The assignment shall be implemented over twenty (20) months from contract effectiveness.

The Ekiti State Development and Investment Promotion Agency (EKDIPA), the Implementing Agency, now invites eligible Consulting Firms (including consortia of firms) to indicate
their interest in providing the above services.

PNA RN =

Interested firms must be suitably qualified firms, or consortia of firms, with the technical, operational and institutional capacity required to deliver the assignment at the scale envisaged.
Experience in skills-to-employment programmes, BPO and digital-talent markets, and results-based donor-funded programmes will be a distinct advantage.

The Consulting Firm (or the lead firm and members of a consortium, taken together) must demonstrate:

1. Demonstrated experience designing and delivering large-scale digital skills, ICT, BPO/ITES or workforce-development programmes that connect trained participants to
verified jobs, paid work or workplace experience;

2. Provenexperience engaging employers, BPO operators and private-sector clients, and translating their demand into occupational profiles, competency standards, assessment
requirements and cohort specifications;

3. Experience designing competency-based, multi-level (foundational, intermediate and advanced) curricula with credible assessment and industry-recognised certification;

4. Experience establishing or operating learning management systems and participant registration, tracking and results-verification systems, with appropriate data protection
and information security;

5. Experience recruiting and supporting large cohorts of young people and delivering measurable inclusion outcomes for women, persons with disabilities and other underserved
groups, including familiarity with GESI, social safeguards, grievance redress and GBV/SEA/SH risk mitigation;

6. Experience tracking participant progression and verifying certification, placement and employment outcomes, including through tracer studies and the prevention of double

counting;

Demonstrated experience on donor- or DFI-funded assignments (AfDB, World Bank or comparable), including familiarity with their reporting and results frameworks;

Experience in sustainability planning and institutional handover, including the transfer of technology, data and operational capability to local institutions; and

9. The capacity to mobilise qualified Key Experts covering: Team Leader / Digital Skills and Employment Programme; BPO, Labour Market and Private Sector Linkages; Skills
Architecture, Curriculum and Certification; Monitoring, Evaluation and Employment Qutcomes; and GESI, Safeguards and Inclusive Participation.
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Interested firms must provide information demonstrating that they are qualified to perform the services, including a company profile, a description of similar assignments completed
(stating the client, scale, value and results achieved), relevant experience in comparable conditions, and the availability of appropriate skills among their staff. Firms may associate with
other firms to enhance their chances of qualification; where a joint venture or consortium is proposed, the lead firm and the role of each member should be stated.

Eligibility criteria, establishment of the short-list, and the selection procedure shall be in accordance with the African Development Bank's Procurement Policy for Bank Group Funded
Operations (October 2015), which is available on the Bank's website at https://www.afdb.org/en/projects-and-operations/procurement/new-procurement-policy/

Further information can be obtained at the address below during office hours (09:00 to 17:00 hours). Interested parties may request the Terms of Reference (ToRs) for better
understanding of the assignment.

Expressions of Interest must be delivered in written form to the address below (in person, or by e-mail) on or before 12 Noon Nigeria Time on 9th November, 2026..

The Director General
EKiti State Development and Investment Promotion Agency (EKDIPA)
Mutual House, Ado-EKkiti, EKiti-State,

Tel. No: +234-704-100-1814, +234-806-017-4418
Email: ekitiknowledgezone@gmail.com, ekdipa@ekitistate.gov.ng
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Property listings are increasing
ahead of the 2027 general elec-
tions, with some market opera-
tors attributing the trend to
politicians seeking to raise cam-
paign funds while others see it
as a market slowdown often
tri%gered by pre-election anxiety
and uncertainty. However, real
estate experts say the anticipat-
ed election spending is yet to
translate into widespread sales,
as buyers remain cautious amid
economic uncertainty, VICTOR
GBONEGUN reports.

S political activities gather momentum
head of the 2027 general elections, prop-
erty listings are reportedly increasing as
some politicians put houses, land and other
real estate assets up for sale to raise cam-
paign funds. The development is bringing
more properties onto the market, although
itremains unclear how much of the increase
is directly linked to election spending.

Estate surveyors and property market oper-
ators are divided over the reasons for the
trend. While some attribute the listings to
politicians seeking to raise funds for cam-
paigns, others say property owners are sell-
ing to finance businesses, travel and other
personal needs amid difficult economic con-
ditions.

The increase in supply could intensify com-
petition among sellers, but its effect on
prices will depend on buyers’ purchasing
power and the volume of properties avail-
able.

The scale of the reported sell-offs and their
implications for property values remain key
concerns for the sector. Market operators say
the coming months will reveal whether the
increase in listings translates into lower
prices, faster transactions or a glut of unsold
properties, particularly as prospective buy-
ers adopt a cautious approach ahead of the
polls.

Campaign activities for the 2027 elections
are gathering momentum, with the presi-
dential and National Assembly elections
scheduled for January 16, 2027, while gover-
norship and state Houses of Assembly elec-
tions are slated for February 6, 2027.

The Guardian’s survey of the property mar-
ket last week found marketers increasingly
seeking buyers on behalf of developers and
property owners in locations including Ikeja,
Ojodu Berger, Victoria Island and Lekki in
Lagos, as well as Abuja, Asaba, Uyo, Warri,
Awka, Ibadan, Abeokuta, Benin City, Kaduna,
Owerri, Onitsha, Kano and Port Harcourt.

In one street in an upscale Lagos neighbour-
hood, at least two properties valued at more
than N600 million were reportedly listed for
sale within a week, while another property
worth about N300 million had been sold.
Market sources also reported more than
1,000 properties listed for sale across Lagos
and Abuja, although the figure could not be
independently verified.

Nigeria’s previous election cycles have often
been characterised by cautious investment
decisions as buyers and developers assess
political and economic risks. Checks by The
Guardian suggest that the 2011,2015 and 2019
elections were accompanied by periods of
uncertainty and slower property transac-
tions, followed by varying levels of recovery.
The period leading up to the 2023 elections
also saw liquidity shifts in some segments of
the property market.

1004 Estate, Lagos.

Despite the uncertainty, real estate remains
a significant contributor to the economy.
National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) data
showed that the sector recorded growth of
3.5 per cent in the third quarter of 2025, sup-
ported by activities including rentals, facili-
ty management, property management
and valuation services.

The sector contributed 12.71 per cent to
Nigeria’s real gross domestic product in the
second quarter of 2026, ranking third
among the country’s economic activities,
while overall GDP grew by 4.43 per cent,
according to the NBS. The construction sec-
tor contributed 5.57 per cent.

However, the property market continues to
face a supply-demand imbalance. While
more properties are being offered for sale,
access to financing and weak purchasing
power remain major constraints for
prospective buyers. High property prices
and rents have put homeownership beyond
the reach of many Nigerians, including
salaried workers.

Even with interventions such as the
Ministry of Finance Incorporated Real Estate
Investment Fund (MREIF), which offers
mortgages at an interest rate of 9.75 per
cent, affordability remains a major chal-
lenge. Many workers earning the N70,000
national minimum wage cannot realistical-
ly finance properties worth hundreds of
millions of naira, leaving a widening gap
between available housing stock and effec-
tive demand.

The President of the International Real
Estate Federation (FIABCI), Nigeria Chapter,
Ayodeji Odeleye, confirmed that more prop-
erty owners were putting their assets on the
market, with some reportedly seeking funds
for electioneering.

“What is happening now in the sector is
that a lot of people are putting out their
properties for sale. Operators are attributing
this to people wanting toraise funds for elec-
tions,” he said.

Odeleye, however, noted that the politi-
cians and other high-net-worth individuals
who traditionally account for a significant
share of high-value property purchases
were also holding back on investments as
they focused on campaigning and related
expenses.

While he could not quantify the resulting
decline in transactions, he said the slow-
down was affecting developers, particularly
those relying on sales to finance ongoing
projects. “There are projects that people
want to deliver, but because of the paucity of
funds, they are stalled. People who would
normally buy five properties are holding on
to their money. Developers are feeling it, too,
and are sending marketers out to look for
clients,” he said.

He added that joint-venture developments
were continuing, although progress on
some projects had slowed because of fund-
ing constraints and weaker demand.

Odeleye predicted that the market could
witness renewed activity after the elections,
as investors seek to reinvest available funds
in real estate. He also suggested that luxury
property transactions could increase after
the polls, although the scale of any recovery
would depend on how the political and eco-
nomic climate evolves.

He said the strongest period for property
marketing and deal-making might have
been between 2025 and the first half of
2026, when marketers were actively pursu-
ing buyers but were struggling to close
transactions.

Apast chairman of the Nigerian Institution
of Estate Surveyors and Valuers (NIESV),
Lagos branch, Mr Dotun Bamigbola, offered
amore cautious assessment, saying the cur-
rent listings were not necessarily evidence
of a fresh wave of election-related asset dis-
posals.

He said the property market was still
adjusting to substantial price increases
recorded last year, with values continuing
to rise, albeit more gradually, across many
major cities.

Bamigbola said property prices in several
locations could be 35 to 45 per cent or more
above their levels at the end of 2025,
although Port Harcourt had experienced a
different pattern because of specific local
factors.

On whether politicians were already sell-
ing properties to finance campaigns, he
said the trend was not yet clearly distin-
guishable from existing market activity. “It
is not different from what was already on
the ground before now. The sales of high-
end properties have been going on since
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Projects in the private sector that
are time-bound may continue,
but investors want to be sure that
the economic situation will not
change after the elections. For
new projects or those that are not
yet near completion, developers
may prefer to hold back because
of financing concerns and post-
election uncertainty.

L}

07 Buyers hold back despite spike in luxury home listings

January this year. For specific reasons, people
want to cash in on the price surge and move
on. Others need funding for business or trav-
el,” he said.

According to him, difficult economic condi-
tions have compelled some property owners
to unlock the value of their assets, while
households whose incomes have failed to
keep pace with housing costs are moving
from expensive neighbourhoods to loca-
tions with lower property values.

Bamigbola said the effect of the elections on
transactions might become clearer towards
November and December, when political
campaigns gather momentum. He also
expects the usual end-of-year return of
Nigerians in the diaspora to influence mar-
ket activity.

He noted that uncertainty surrounding a
possible change in government could cause
private investors to postpone new develop-
ments or delay projects that had not reached
advanced stages of construction.

“Projects in the private sector that are time-
bound may continue, but investors want to
be sure that the economic situation will not
change after the elections. For new projects
or those that are not yet near completion,
developers may prefer to hold back because
of financing concerns and post-election
uncertainty,” he said.

Government projects already nearing com-
pletion, he added, might proceed as politi-
cians seek to showcase achievements during
campaigns, although deliverywould depend
on the stage of construction and available
funding.

Speaking to The Guardian, the Chief
Investment Officer of Panterra Real Estate
Group, Ayo Ibaruy, said local investors with a
strong understanding of the market and pol-
icy direction would be better positioned to
navigate the pre-election period.

He expects rents in major cities to continue
rising, while construction activity persists
but becomes more selective. “Construction
will continue, but investors will be cautious.
Those with committed investments, particu-
larly projects that have already been paid for
upfront, will see their developments contin-
ue,” he said.

The Chairman, Board of Trustees of NIESV,
Prof. Austin Otegbuluy, also confirmed a slow-
down in property transactions, particularly
in commercial real estate and high-value res-
idential developments.

He said some residential purchases would
continue where buyers had immediate
accommodation needs and sufficient funds,
but many prospective investors were adopt-
ing a wait-and-see approach.

Otegbulu recalled that previous election
cycles had sometimes brought a flood of
properties onto the market as politicians
sought to raise campaign funds, creating a
mismatch between available properties and
the number of willing buyers.

“I am not too sure that practice is still com-
mon now. But in the past, we used to have
more properties coming into the market
during elections than there were buyers.
There are still many properties in the market,
but you cannot get buyers, perhaps because
people are holding back,” he said.

He attributed the hesitation partly to con-
cerns about political stability and the possi-
bility of electoral violence, arguing that
Nigeria’s democratic process had yet to pro-
vide the level of certainty that would allow
businesses to operate without disruption
during election periods.

According to him, the fear of losing invest-
ments in the event of violence or instability is
discouraging some buyers from committing
funds to property transactions.

Read the remaining part of this story
on www.guardian.ng



THE GUARDIAN, Monday, October 26,2026 | 31
[ ]
o guatonng GuardianProperty
AHCN flays slow housing delivery in stat i
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as agencies record zero completions Lo e
By Favour Udezue
By Chinedum Uwaeghulam ordinary citizens. others reported substantial ity alongside projects stillat  Obongha, said housing was DIGITAL platform
. The 2026 audit showed construction pipelines.  the mobilisation stage. more than a roof over peo- esigned to connect
OUSING delivery across  that Borno completed 1,614 ~ Enugu listed 15,000 hous-  AHCN said PPP could help  ple’s heads, describing it as | prospective homeowners,
ngerlg remains  housing units during the ing units under construc-  expand development essential to human dignity, | property developers, finan-
uneven, with some states yreporting period, up from tion, while Lagos reported opportunities, but its family stability, economic | cial institutions, mortgage

recording hundreds of com-
pleted homes while others
reported no new residential
units in 2026, according to
the Association of Housing
Corporations of Nigeria
(AHCN).

The association’s state-by-
state housing delivery audit,
released to mark World
Habitat Day, highlights wide
disparities in performance,
growing reliance on public-
private partnerships (PPPs)
and institutional challenges
facing state housing corpo-
rations.

AHCN said Nigeria needs
not only more housing proj-
ects but also stronger hous-
inginstitutions, reliable per-
formance data and a clearer
link between government
construction programmes
and the housing needs of

500 in 2025, while Benue
recorded 154, compared
with 30 in the previous year.
Jigawa reported 505 com-
pleted units, against 500 in
2025. Bayelsa completed 108
housing units for civil ser-
vants, while Delta recorded
72, Kano 340 and Zamfara
80.

However, several states
reported no completed
units during the period,
while others had no new
projects or provided insuffi-
cient information on their
activities. The findings high-
light differences in the
capacity of state housing
institutions to sustain deliv-
ery and the need for more
consistent reporting.

Although some states
recorded no completions,

2,413 ongoing units. Niger
State also listed 6,000 units
under a joint venture at an
advanced stage.

The figures, however, do
not establish how many of
the ongoing or proposed
homes will be completed
within the year or whether
they will be affordable to
low- and middle-income
households.

Several states are increas-
ingly relying on PPPs and
joint ventures to expand
housing supply. The audit
identified such arrange-
ments in Abia, Akwa Ibom,
Kaduna, Kano, Kebbi, Lagos
and Niger.

Kebbi reported a joint ven-
ture involving 250 housing
units, of which 50 had been
completed, while Kaduna
recorded ongoing PPP activ-

impact should be assessed
against actual completions
and affordability. It noted
that a project pipeline does
not automatically translate
into additional homes, as
delivery depends on financ-
ing, construction progress
and the capacity to provide
housing at prices house-
holds can afford.

The audit also identified
institutional challenges,
including the merger of
housing corporations with
ministries in  Bauchi,
Nasarawa and Taraba. While
the findings do not estab-
lish a direct link between
such mergers and lower
output, they raise questions
about the funding, autono-
my and operational capaci-
ty of the corporations.

AHCN President, Eno

productivity, public health,
security and national devel-
opment.

“When a family cannot
afford decent accommoda-
tion, the consequences
extend beyond the house-
hold. It affects children’s
education, workers’ produc-
tivity, health, urban security,
household income and ulti-
mately, the economic devel-
opment of the nation.
Nigeria therefore cannot
continue to treat housing as
an isolated sector,” he said.
Obongha called for reforms
in housing policies, institu-
tional structures and opera-
tions to support mass hous-
ing production and address
the national deficit, as well
as structurally defective and
substandard homes.

Experts seek stronger professional collaboration to prevent building collapse

By Victor Ghonegun

UILT environment experts

have called for stronger
professional collaboration,
construction ~ governance,
accountability and regulatory
enforcement to prevent build-
ing collapse and make safety a
priority throughout the con-
struction process.

The Founder and Chief
Executive Officer of Beseh
Planning and Developers

Limited, Agatha Irabor, made
the call at a webinar organised
by the Building Collapse
Prevention Guild (BCPG), Abuja

Chapter, themed
“Strengthening Nigeria’s
Construction  Governance:

Professional Collaboration for
Building Collapse Prevention”.

Irabor, an architect, said gover-
nance reforms should promote
anintegrated professional team
for every construction project,
mandatory verification of regis-

tered professionals and their
practice status, project-specific
compliance checklists and
traceable material testing for
critical structural elements.

She also advocated independ-
ent inspections for high-risk
buildings and complex struc-
tures, digital building safety
records, clear accountability
mechanisms and protection
for professionals who raise
legitimate safety concerns.
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The 5 plots are together
and completely walled round.

(o

FORSALE! FOR SALE!

There are Five(5) plots of land for sale at

Peaceville Estate, Badore, Ajah,
Lagos State.

Suitable for
Eﬁa 1) Mini Estate.
2) Hotel Complex.

3) School Complex.
4) Hospital.

It has a Valid title deed
registered with the Lagos
State Government.

It also has a Survey plan
dated 05/01/2010 covering
the 5 plots.

However, purchase of the
5 plots together will be of
advantage in the price.

CONTACT:

o

Barrister Azubuike

08033007749

(L]

Pastor Ugo

08033002595

ALWAYS ADVERTISE
ON THIS PAGE EVERY
MIONDAY

CHEMICALS FOR SALE

1) SODIUM HYPOCHLORITE
SOLUTION

2) CAUSTIC SODA SOLUTION

3) MULTIPLE PURPOSE
DEGREASERS

4) ETHANOL COOLANT

5) OILABSORBENT GRANULES
& PILLOWS

6) SOLDERING FLUID/FLUX
0. C. HEXAGON NIG. LTD.
NO 76,AKANRO STREET

ILASAMAJA MUSHIN LAGOS

TEL: 08022241271

PROPERTIES FOR SALE

LAGOS WATERFRONT FOR SALE:
W1 16,000sqmfacing atlantic city.
1k0Yl 10,000sqm, 4,796sqm
Corner piece ontelo/ ejorard,.
MAGODD 40hect, MAROKO 4acres,
IKATE 30hect, end of freedom
way Lekki.

ABUIA: 2 different Shopping
mall Asokoro on 5,500sqm
and 9,730sqm. 3 different
estate GURU, GALADIMARA,
AND LUGBE .

Indudtrial warehouse along
Apapa Oshodi Express Way:
off Apapa Oshodi 4acres of land
Amuwo Odofin Govt. Scheme
Resdential 12,900sqm all C of O
Farm tank avaliable both Lagos

and Porthorcut.
Call: SEGILOLA INV. GO LTD.

RC:- 195447

08033547600, 08025614353

She said abuildingwas only as
safe as the system that pro-
duced it, adding that profes-
sional success should be meas-
ured not merely by the num-
ber of buildings designed or
constructed, but by the safety
of their occupants.

Irabor described building col-
lapse as a governance, profes-
sional ethics, regulatory and
capacity challenge that ulti-
mately threatened public safe-

ty, requiring coordinated
action by architects, engineers,
builders, regulators, commu-
nities and other stakeholders.

She cited a 2026 study pub-
lished in the University of
Abuja Journal of Engineering
and Technology, which
analysed 111 validated building
collapse incidents in Nigeria
between 2015 and 2025, result-
ing in 321 deaths and 344
injuries.

PUBLIC NOTICE

THIS IS TO NOTIFY THE GENERAL PUBLIC THAT THE ENTIRE
PARCEL OF LAND SITUATE, LYING AND BEING AT ATALA VILLAGE,
ISARA REMO, OGUN STATE measuring approximately 34 Acres
and particularly described in survey plan Nos:
AD/0G/296/2015/023, AD/0G/2015/021 and
AD/0G/296/2015/022, all prepared by Johnson.O. Adeniyi &
Associates (Licensed Surveyors) BELONGS TO FOLORUNSO
SOLAJA FAMILY.

IT HAS ALSO COME TO THE NOTICE OF THE FAMILY THAT THE
FOLLOWING COMPANIES

(a) ADEOGUN OGUNBONA, (b) DO-ESTDOT INTERNATIONAL,

(c) REIMNITZ INVESTMENT LIMITED & (d) CAMPLEAF NIGERIA
COMPANY LIMITED HAVE APPLIED FOR CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY
FROM THE OGUN STATE GOVERNMENT WITH RESPECT TO OUR
FAMILY LAND MENTIONED ABOVE AND BY THIS CAVEAT EMPTOR,
THE FOLORUNSO SOLAJA FAMILY ATALA VILLAGE, ISARA REMO IS
INFORMING THE OGUN STATE GOVERNMENT AND BUREAU OF
LANDS AND SURVEYS THE APPLICATION. THE LAND BELONGS TO
FOLORUNSO SOLAIA FAMILY.

PUBLIC NOTICE / CAVEAT
RE: 17b, Zebra Lane, Crown estate, Sangotedo Lagos.

The general public is hereby put on notice that the above-
described property is jointly owned and cannot be validly
dealt with without the requisite consent and authority of
all persons having ownership interests therein.

Prospective purchasers, financial institutions, estate
agents and other interested persons are therefore advised
to exercise due diligence and not to purchase, accept as
security, take an assignment of, or otherwise deal with the
property without first verifying the consent and authority of
all the owners.

Any person dealing with the property otherwise does so at
his or her own risk and subject to the rights and interests
of the owners.

TAKE NOTICE ACCORDINGLY.

providers, cooperative soci-
eties and investors is being
developed to improve access
to housing finance and facil-
itate transactions across
Nigeria’s housing value
chain.

The platform, known as
Proppay, is promoted by
Affordable Housing Finance
and Investment Summit
and Expo Ltd (AHFIS) and is
scheduled for launch at the
organisation’s ninth annual
summit next month. It is
designed to facilitate contin-
uous digital engagement,
connect stakeholders to
housing-related opportuni-
ties and support practical
pathways to affordable
homeownership.

The disclosure was made by
its founder and Vice Board
Chairman, Dr Yemi
Adelakun, at the inaugural
board meeting, where mem-
bers were urged to support
the initiative by providing
strategic direction, leverag-
ing their professional net-
works and attracting poten-
tial investment partners.

Proppayis expected to com-
plement other initiatives,
including the Housing
Connect Platform and the
AHEFIS Exhibition and Virtual
Pavilion, by improving coor-
dination and accessibility
across the housing ecosys-
tem and strengthening con-
nections between housing
demand, supply, finance,
investment and technology:

The initiative comes amid
persistent challenges in
affordable housing delivery
in Nigeria, where limited
access to mortgage financ-
ing and the widening gap
between housing costs and
household purchasing
power continue to constrain
homeownership.

However, Adelakun noted
that the success of the initia-
tives would depend largely
on stakeholder adoption,
the availability of suitable
financing products, strate-
gic partnerships and the
development of sustainable
business models.

He also called for stronger
governance, leadership and
execution to support AHFIS’s
long-term growth and
impact, urging board mem-
bers to contribute their
experience, professional
expertise, networks and per-
spectives to the organisa-
tion’s development.

Adelakun further invited
interested board members
to consider equity participa-
tion in Affordable Housing
Finance and Investment
Summit and Expo Ltd, sub-
ject to the company’s gover-
nance framework and appli-
cable requirements.
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NIBIFM advocates improved
capacity devt for facility managers

By Victor Ghonegun

E Nigerian Institute of
Builders in  Facility
Management (NIBIFM) has
called for continuous capaci-
ty development to bridge
skills gaps among practition-
ers and promote standardis-
ation in the facility manage-
ment sector.

Speaking at a workshop on
Facilities Management and
Maintenance Repairs,
themed “FMo1 Series Four”,
organised by NIBIFM in
Lagos, the institute’s
National Chairman, Akpatre
Ndaw, emphasised the need
to strengthen maintenance
culture in buildings and
national assets across the
country.

Ndaw, who is also President
of the Nigerian Academy of
Facility Management, said
the workshop was designed
to address deficiencies in
maintenance practices and
maximise the lifespan of
infrastructure.

He said the institute was
upgrading practitioners’
skills to keep pace with
emerging trends in the pro-
fession, noting that many
buildings deteriorate rapidly
after construction and com-
missioning, despite being
designed to serve for
decades.

The NIBIFM chairman said
effective maintenance prac-
tices and adequate funding
were essential to developing
the sector, noting that many
facilities were not routinely
maintained due to budget-
ary constraints and delays in
releasing approved funds.

He urged organisations to
engage trained professionals
and prioritise preventive
maintenance to ensure
buildings and other facilities
remain functional and serve

their intended purposes
throughout their lifespans.

Ndaw disclosed that about
46  professionals were
trained in critical areas,
including asset lifecycle
management, space man-
agement and its economic
value, facility management
technologies, standardisa-
tion, sustainability, and
health and safety.

The workshop coordinator,
Sanwo Kehinde, said facility
management practitioners
needed to continuously
upgrade their skills to
improve competence and
align their services with
global best practices.

Kehinde noted that techno-
logical advancements were
transforming the construc-
tion industry and making
facility management more
efficient. He urged practi-
tioners to acquire relevant
skills and expertise to
improve service delivery to
clients and the sector.
Speaking on health and safe-
ty in facility management,
the Chairman of the
Nigerian  Institute  of
Building (NIOB), Ogun State
Chapter, Adedayo Ogunsola,
said safety was a shared
responsibility among prop-
erty owners, end-users, visi-
tors and facility manage-
ment practitioners.

He stressed the need for
proper planning and imple-
mentation of safety meas-
ures, particularly fire preven-
tion and emergency evacua-
tion procedures, to protect
building occupants.
Ogunsola said prioritising
health and safety in com-
mercial and residential facil-
ities could reduce long-term
costs, improve performance
and help organisations com-
ply with relevant regula-
tions.

Architects seek mass production of local
building materials to cut import reliance

By Isaac Chibuife

RCHITECTS and other
uilt environment pro-
fessionals have called for the
mass production and wider
commercial distribution of
locally sourced building
materials to reduce import
dependence, strengthen
local manufacturing and
expand market opportuni-
ties for domestic producers.
They made the call at the
Architects Forum 2026,
organised by the Association
of Consulting Architects
Nigeria (ACAN) in partner-
ship with Design Week
Lagos. The forum was
themed, “From Material to
Market: The Evolving Role of
the Future Designer.”
Setting the tone, ACAN
President, Ekaete Bassey-
Fujah, said the industry
must move beyond develop-
ing materials for individual
projects to producing com-
mercially viable products
that could be manufactured
at scale and distributed to a
wider market.

Citing locally produced
bricks as an example, she
identified unreliable electric-
ity supply and limited access
to funding as major con-
straints to manufacturing.
She wurged architects to
explore ways of overcoming
these challenges, drawing
lessons from countries such
as China.

Delivering the keynote
address, the Chief Executive
Officer of Design Union,
Anthony Aihie, said archi-
tects should go beyond
selecting existing materials
to developing innovative
products that address local
construction needs.

He cited modified concrete

blocks, polystyrene-concrete
blocks and reusable form-
work used in projects in
Lagos, noting that effective
design did not necessarily
depend on expensive or
sophisticated materials but
on how available resources
were applied.

Aihie identified poor docu-
mentation, inadequate pro-
motion of local innovations,
an importoriented mindset
and resistance to technology
as some of the challenges
confronting African design-
ers. He called for stronger
collaboration, research, mar-
keting and technology adop-
tion to improve the indus-
try's competitiveness.

Speaking during the panel
session, he urged profession-
als toview construction chal-
lenges as market opportuni-
ties requiring research and
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practical solutions. He
recalled that his firm ven-
tured into construction in
2000 after encountering
poor finishing standards
among local builders work-
ing on Oando filling stations.

Aihie also disclosed that his
firm developed a digital plat-
form to help young prospec-
tive homeowners navigate
housing affordability chal-
lenges, particularly mort-
gage interest rates of
between 25 and 30 per cent.
He said the platform allows
users to make periodic con-
tributions through a cooper-
ative model.

On artificial intelligence
(Al), he said the technology
could expand architects'
capabilities but would not
replace their creativity. He
urged designers to train Al
systems using African data
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to ensure that their outputs
reflected local contexts,
needs and architectural tra-
ditions.

He also encouraged young
designers to promote
African identity through
architecture, interior design
and other creative indus-
tries, including food.

A Fellow of the Nigerian
Institute of Architects,
Oluremi  Ajose-Adeogun,
identified cash flow as criti-
cal to the survival and
growth of architecture
firms.

He cited the design-build
model, which combines
design and construction
services, as one approach his
group uses to sustain its
operations, while acknowl-
edging that the model
might not be suitable for
every practice.
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Chief Executive Officer, Energy Inc. Advisors, Rolake Akinkugbe-Filani (left);Partner, Detail Commercial
Solicitors, Olawunmi Alade; Executive Director, Enterprise Services, Lagos State Development and
Property Corporation (LSDPC), Adeniyi Aromolaran; Founder/CEQ, ThinkMint Nigeria/Europe & Green
Mortgage, Imelda Olaoye; Representative of Lagos State Governor and State’s Commissioner for
Housing, Moruf Akinderu-Fatai, Representative of Lagos State Deputy Governor and Permanent
Secretary, State’s Ministry of Housing, Abdulhafis Toriola and Executive Director, Business
Development and Joint Venture, LSDPC, Dr Derin Phillips during the Real Estate Discussions and

Awards (REDA) held in Lagos.

Experts urge FG to decentralise housing construction, embrace new technologies

By Favour Udezue

XPERTS have urged the

Federal Government to
decentralise housing deliv-
ery through local councils
and promote alternative
building technologies to
reduce construction costs
and expand access to afford-
able homes, particularly for
low-income earners.
AProfessor of Construction
Management at  the
University of Cape Town,
South Africa, Abimbola
Windapo, made the call at
the Urban October Industry
Dialogue on Practical
Solutions to Housing
Affordability, organised by
the Centre for Housing and
Sustainable Development
(CHSD)and the ARUA Centre
of Excellence for
Urbanisation and Habitable
Cities, University of Lagos.
Windapo said empowering
local councils to facilitate
housing delivery could

improve access to land,
basic infrastructure, local
artisans and building-mate-
rial suppliers. She also advo-
cated taxing the wealthy to
subsidise housing for low-
income households.

The dialogue, which
brought together academ-
ics, industry experts, policy-
makers and other stake-
holders, focused on the
theme, Building Affordable,
Cost-Effective Construction,
Finance and Delivery
Models for Housing in
African Cities.

Delivering the keynote
address, Windapo said
housing affordability
depended on an intercon-
nected system involving
land, building materials,
finance, labour, regulation,
procurement and political
will. She identified land,
construction  materials,
finance and household
income as critical determi-
nants of affordability.

She advocated alternative
construction technologies,
including sandbag con-
struction and precast build-
ing systems, to reduce build-
ing costs. According to her,
construction materials
account for between 50 and
60 per cent of total construc-
tion costs, making projects
more expensive and poten-
tially delaying completion
or rendering developments
unviable when prices rise.

Windapo identified six
major material groups that
collectively account for 44.4
per cent of building costs:
reinforcement,  cement,
granite, crushed stone,
bricks and blocks, and con-
crete. She urged stakehold-
ers to address the costs of
these materials collectively
rather than focus on a single
product.

However, she cautioned
that cheaper building sys-
tems alone would not
resolve the housing afford-

ability crisis, given the addi-
tional pressures of expen-
sive land, high borrowing
costs and low household
incomes.

“The practical message
from this is that technology
needs to be considered
alongside the factors of
secured land, suitable
finance and a workable
delivery system,” she said.

The professor stressed that
alternative building tech-
nologies should be assessed
not only on their initial
costs but also on their per-
formance, ease of construc-
tion, public acceptance and
maintenance require-
ments.

She noted that limited
availability of alternative
materials and unreliable
supply chains could impede
their wider adoption. Low
public awareness, gaps in
professional  knowledge
and weak government pro-
motion also posed chal-

lenges, she said, adding that
new construction systems
must meet established per-
formance and safety stan-
dards.

Windapo called for alterna-
tive construction methods
to be introduced to younger
generations of architects,
engineers, builders and
other construction profes-
sionals to encourage famil-
iarity and acceptance.
“Before scaling a new sys-
tem, they need to be
socialised with it. We need
evidence. There needs to be
standards. We need trained
people. We need finance
and insurance, acceptance
and user confidence,” she
said.

She urged governments,
industry practitioners,
financial institutions, pro-
fessional bodies, house-
holds and civil society
organisations to work
together to address the
housing crisis.

“Responsibility becomes
fragmented if everyone is
not brought together and
no one is answerable,” she
added.

Also speaking, the Director
of the ARUA Centre of
Excellence for Urbanisation
and Habitable Cities,
University of Lagos, Prof.
Timothy Nubi, questioned
the failure to implement the
Employee Housing Act,
which he said had been in
existence since 1995.

He called for stronger advo-
cacy to ensure that employ-
ers with at least 50 employ-
ees complied with the law
and provided accommoda-
tion for their workers.

A property developer and
founder of Cogent
Properties Limited, Folajomi
Ibrahim, warned that wide-
spread adoption of alterna-
tive construction methods
could drive up their costs if
demand outstripped supply.
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for follow-up, with health of-
ficials monitoring them ac-
cording to their level of ex-
posure.”

Idris explained that being
identified as a contact did
not mean that an individual
had contracted Ebola. Rather,
he said, contact tracingwasa
preventive measure aimed at
detecting symptoms prompt-
ly,arranging tests where nec-
essary and interrupting pos-
sible chains of transmission.

He added that the agency
would continue monitoring
the contacts and arrange test-
ing for anyone who devel-
oped symptoms.

The NCDC director-general
alsodisclosed that some con-
tacts had been accommodat-
ed atadesignated facility dur-
ing the monitoring period.
The government was provid-
ingaccommodation and feed-
ing, while financial support
was being reviewed to ad-
dress the difficulties faced by
those required to stay away
from their homes and daily
activities.

He said the University of Abu-
jaTeaching Hospital had been
designated as the isolation
and treatment centre for the
currentresponse, with prepa-
rations made to accommo-
date patients who might re-
quire specialised care.

According to him, the facil-
ity had been assessed and its

readiness strengthened,
while experienced clinicians
and case managers were be-
ing mobilised to support pa-
tient management.
Society urges FG to upgrade
intensive care units na-
tionwide
THE Intensive and Critical
Care Society of Nigeria
has urged the Federal Gov-
ernment to prioritise the up-
grading and equipping of
intensive care units (ICUs)
in public hospitals, describ-
ing the recent Ebola Virus
Disease incident as a wake-up
call to strengthen the coun-
try’s health security.

The society, in a statement
signed by its President, Prof
Otokwala Job Gogo, and Sec-
retary, Dr Paul Ufoegbunam,
expressed concern over the
deplorable state of ICUs in
most public tertiary hospitals
across the country.

It said many facilities lacked
basic life-support equipment,
including functional venti-
lators, multiparameter mon-
itors, infusion pumps and
dialysis machines, as well as
essential critical care medi-
cations. It added that man-
power remained inadequate.

According to the society, se-
vere Ebola Virus Disease can
cause life-threatening com-
plications, including acute
respiratory failure, septic
shock, acute kidney injury,
blood-clotting disorders and

multiple organ failure.

It stressed that such com-
plications required more than
isolation wards, as patients
needed fully equipped ICUs
staffed by trained intensive
care physicians, critical care
nurses and other relevant
professionals.

“Without functional ICUs, we
risk losing patients not di-
rectly to the virusitself, but to
treatable organ failure,” the
society said.

To address the gaps, ICCSN
urged the Federal Govern-
ment, through the Federal
Ministry of Health and Social

Welfare, to use the Ebola in-
cident as an opportunity to
comprehensively equip and
upgrade ICUs in all federal
tertiary hospitals.

It also called for dedicated
funding for critical care
equipment, consumables
and infrastructure mainte-
nance, alongside investment
in the recruitment, reten-
tion and continuous training
of intensive care physicians,
nurses and biomedical en-
gineers.

The society further advo-
cated the establishmentof a
National Critical Care Sup-

portNetwork to facilitate the
rapid deployment of exper-
tise and equipment during
disease outbreaks and other
public health emergencies.
Itnoted that strengthening
ICUs would improve survival
rates among Ebola patients
and enhance the country’s
capacity to manage other life-
threatening conditions, in-
cluding severe sepsis, trauma,
stroke, obstetric emergen-
cies and post-operative com-
plications.
While commending the
Federal Government, the
Nigeria Centre for Disease

Control and Prevention and
frontline health workers for
their efforts to contain the
outbreak, ICCSN said the in-
cident had once again ex-
posed the vulnerability of
Nigeria’s critical care infras-
tructure.

The society expressed its
readiness to partner with the
government by providing
technical guidance on ICU
standards, equipment speci-
fications and training.

Itwarned that Nigeria could
not afford to remain unpre-
pared for future public health
emergencies.

Igini decries rule of law abuse, says 2027 elections will test Nigeria’s democracy

* ‘Most people in public office today should be in prison’
* Politicians infiltrating recruitment of INEC ad-hoc staff

By Kehinde Olatuniji

ORMER Resident Electoral
Commissioner of the In-
dependent National Electoral
Commission (INEC), Mike Ig-
ini, has said the 2027 general
election will be more than a
test for Nigeria’s democracy.
Speaking on Channels Tele-
vision’s Sunday Politics last
night, Igini said the 2027 gen-
eral election isa litmus test for
Nigeria at a time when dis-
trust is high.

“In 2023, what broke public
confidence and created dis-
trust was that we had three
elections on the same day,
but only one could not be
transmitted, which was the
presidential election. The 2027
general elections will be more
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1, Abebe Village Road, Iganmu, Lagos State

than a test. INEC will be
judged, and officials like the ju-
diciary will be judged. More
importantly, the politicians
who are seeking political of-
fice will be judged. Most of the
characters you see today in
public offices are supposed
to be candidates for prison,”
Igini said.

He lamented that Nigeria is
now operating under the rule
of individuals instead of the
rule of law, warning that laws
are no longer enforced.

He raised alarm over Sec-
tion 97 of the Electoral Act,
which says a candidate shall
not be compelled to support
any political party, saying the

law is being violated daily.

“They want to end Nigeria.
They are putting out light on
democracy. Where were they
when we were fighting for
democracyin this country?” he
asked.

He also warned that politi-
cians have infiltrated NYSClists
to rig elections by inserting
fake corps members asad hoc
staff, raising concerns about
the commission’s ability to
conduct credible elections in
2027.

Igini insisted that if Nigeria
cannot fixits politics, it can nev-
er fix its economy, because de-
velopment is embedded in po-
litical processes.

Igini said political interfer-
ence in the recruitment pro-
cess could expose INEC to
problems caused by other in-
stitutions, while the failure
to enforce electoral laws re-
mained his greatest concern
ahead of the next general elec-
tion.

Igini spoke about the re-
cruitment of ad hoc staff and
the use of technology. “The
most important staff that
Nigeria should focus on will be
the presiding officers.”

He said the presiding officers
play a central role at polling
units, where votes are cast
and recorded. “At the polling
unit, the presiding officer, at
the ward, ward collection of-
ficer, Nigeria can go to sec-
tion 25 to see.”

@ AcTion ACTION AGAINST HUNGER
AGAINST

MISSION NIGERIA

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA
COMPANIES AND ALLIED MATTERS ACT, 2020 (“CAMA”)
COMPANY LIMITED BY SHARES
NOTICE OF FINAL GENERAL MEETING

OF

234 STORES LIMITED
RC-1539479

(IN VOLUNTARY WINDING-UP)

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that, pursuant to Section 631 of Companies and Allied
Matters Act, 2020, the Final General Meeting of the above Company will be held at
Iganmu House, 1 Abebe Village Road Lagos on Friday, the 27* day of November,
2026, at 10:00 am for the purpose of laying before such meeting the Final Account
of the Company and of giving any explanation thereof.

Dated this 22™ day of October, 2026

BY ORDER OF THE LIQUIDATOR
e

DAVID I. OKORIE, Esq.
Liquidator

NOTE:

A member entitled to attend and vote at the meeting my appoint a proxy to attend
and vote in his stead, by completing and sending in a Proxy Form in the usual form
to the Liquidator at | & A Solicitors, House LD3A, Aquamarine Estate, (By Chrisland
School Junction), Wumba, Apo, Abuja - FCT, at least 48 hours before the meeting.
A proxy need not be a member of the company.

Directors: U.G. Agbebaku; F. Agbeni

O HUNGER

TENDER FOR A FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT

Action Against Hunger tackles the causes and effects of hunger and
diseases that threaten the lives of vulnerable children, women and men.

Established in France in 1979, Action Against Hunger are a non-
governmental, hon-political, non-religious, non-profit organisation.

Action Against Hunger - Nigeria intends to award a Framework
Agreement for humanitarian programs in Nigeria for TRAVEL AGENTS

Interested parties can obtain the Bidding documents only at the
following email address below between 8:30 a.m.and 4:00 p.m. Monday
to Friday.

tender-enquiry@ng-actionagainsthunger.org

Submissions will be delivered in hard copy sealed envelopes to
below address:

Action Against Hunger Office Address:

Action Against Hunger- Abuja

NO. 3 Adamu Ciroma Crescent Off Ebitu Ukiwe Jabi District Abuja -
Nigeria

Action Against Hunger does not bind itself to award the tender to the
lowest tender or any bid and reserves the right to accept the whole or
part of the tender

Electronic version will not be accepted
The deadline for submission of tenders is 8th Nov, 2026 at
5:30pm, local Nigerian time.
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FG vows to commercialise FUNAAB-Alpha, boost livestock genetics

By Gbenga Akinfenwa

S part of efforts to strengthen livestock ge-
etics, reduce dependence on imported
breeding stock and advance Nigeria’s food-se-
curity agenda, the Federal Government has
disclosed willingness to collaborate with the
Federal University of Agriculture, Abeokuta
(FUNAAB), to commercialise and scale up FU-
NAAB-Alpha, the University’s indigenous poultry
innovation.

FUNAAB-Alpha is an improved breed of chicken
developed through years of scientific selection
and breeding. The breed, developed by Emerita
Olufunmilayo Adebambo, combines the re-
silience of indigenous chickens with the pro-
ductivity traits of exotic lines.

The result is faster growth, higher egg yield,
and strong adaptability to local conditions,
while retaining the disease resistance and
unique taste that make local chickens so val-
ued.

The Minister of Livestock Development, Idi
Mukhtar Maiha, who disclosed this during
his working visit to FUNAAB, commended the
university’s contributions to livestock research,
agricultural innovation, human-capacity de-
velopment and national food production.

He said commercialising FUNAAB-Alpha
would strengthen Nigeria’s livestock genetics
and ensure thatresearch innovations translate
into tangible benefits for farmers, industries
and the wider economy.

Describing FUNAAB-Alpha as a research in-
novation with significant commercial potential,
the Minister stressed the need to move beyond
research development to production, market
penetration and widespread adoption.

He assured the university that the Ministry is
prepared to collaborate on financing, institu-
tional arrangements, production capacity,
market development and distribution required
to take the innovation to scale.

According to him, strengthening Nigeria’s

Expert advocates professional handling of reptiles for public safety

By Innocent Anoruo

by snakes, scorpions, spi-

livestock genetics is central to the Federal Gov-
ernment’s livestock transformation agenda,
particularly its efforts to reduce dependence
onimported breeding materials and build sus-
tainable domestic production systems.

The minister identified feed and fodder de-
velopment, genetic improvement,and animal
health and disease management as three key
priorities of the Federal Government’s Livestock
Transformation Agenda.

He emphasised thatanimals could onlyrealise
their genetic potential when adequately nour-
ished, calling for intensified research into im-
proved fodder varieties, particularly grasses
and legumes adapted to Nigeria’s environmental
conditions.

The FUNAAB-Alpha birds.

dangerous arthropods.

On poultry production, Maiha described the
sector as one of Nigeria’s most commercially
developed livestock value chains, while identifying
feed costs, availability of day-old chicks and
disease managementamong the major challenges
confronting the industry.

He said the Federal Government is taking steps
toimprove access today-old chicks and strengthen
domestic genetic development as a sustainable
alternative to dependence on imported breeding
stock.

The minister further stated thata transformed
livestock sector would contribute significantly
to food security, employment generation, wealth
creation and national economic development,
while creating opportunities forwomen, young
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On prevention, the Rotimax

Growtech, NADF partner to strength
agricultural growth, food security

people and other Nigerians across the value
chain.

He also expressed optimism that Nigerian
poultry genetics and day-old chicks could serve
markets beyond the country; particularly across
the West African sub-region.

Earlier, the Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Babatunde
Kehinde, described the visit as significant to
the university’s longstanding commitment
to teaching, research, extension services and
practical solutions to agricultural challenges.

Prof. Kehinde highlighted FUNAAB'’s contri-
butions to livestock production, research and
training since its establishment, noting that
the university had consistently developed
knowledge, technologies and innovations
aimed atimproving agricultural productivity
and addressing national development chal-
lenges.

He assured the minister of the institution’s
readiness to support the Federal Government’s
livestock transformation and food-security
agenda through research, innovation, training
and strategic partnerships.

The Vice-Chancellor also commended the
minister’s practical agricultural background
and interest in livestock development, express-
ing optimism that the visit would deepen col-
laboration between FUNAAB and the Federal
Ministry of Livestock Development.

He described FUNAAB as aleading institution
in agricultural education and research, with
a strong record of practical contributions to
Nigeria's agricultural development.

During the visit, Maiha inspected the FU-
NAAB-Alpha Poultry Breeding Facility, where
he commended the University’s work in in-
digenous poultry genetics. He also inspected
FUNAAB'’s 3.4MW Hybrid Solar Power Plant,
an infrastructure investment designed to
strengthen sustainable energy supply for the
University’s teaching, research and operational
activities.
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HIEF Executive Officer of

Rotimax Pest Control
Training Academy, Dr Tolu
Caleb, has called for
improved public awareness,
professional training and
strict safety procedures in
the handling and removal of
reptiles and potentially dan-
gerous arthropods to pre-
vent avoidable injuries and
protect public health.

Caleb made the call while
delivering the keynote
address at an event organ-
ised by Environmental
Health Council of Nigeria in
Abuja, where he presented a
paper entitled ‘Practical
Control, Safe Capture and

Removal Techniques
(Reptiles and Venomous
Arthropods).

In his presentation, he
highlighted the risks posed

ders, centipedes, bees, wasps
and other potentially haz-
ardous animals that may
enter homes, schools, hospi-
tals, offices, markets and
other public spaces in
search of food, water or shel-
ter.

He explained that encoun-
ters with these animals
could result in bites, stings,
allergic reactions, contami-
nation and injuries, while
also triggering panic among
occupants. He stressed that
proper identification, envi-
ronmental sanitation, risk
assessment and effective
emergency procedures were
essential to reducing such
dangers.

According to him, individu-
als should avoid touching,
chasing, cornering or
attempting to kill unidenti-
fied snakes and potentially

“Instead, occupants should
keep a safe distance, restrict
access to affected areas and
contact trained wildlife han-
dlers or qualified pest con-
trol professionals.”

Caleb also emphasised the
importance of appropriate
Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE) and spe-
cialised capture tools, noting
that equipment must be
selected according to the
animal involved, its behav-
iour, the location and the
handler’s competence.

He warned that animal cap-
ture should not be attempt-
ed when the risks exceed the
handler’s training, authori-
sation or available equip-
ment. In such circum-
stances, he advised that the
area should be secured while
suitably trained specialists
are contacted.

boss identified environmen-
tal sanitation as a critical
measure. He recommended
proper waste disposal,
maintaining  vegetation
around buildings, repairing
leaking pipes, removing
stagnant water, sealing
cracks and gaps, and storing
food in covered containers
to reduce conditions that
attract pests and other ani-
mals.

He further urged organisa-
tions to establish clear emer-
gency response procedures
for bites and stings, ensur-
ing that affected persons
receive prompt medical
attention. He cautioned
against harmful practices
such as cutting or sucking
snakebite wounds, applying
tight tourniquets or using
traditional remedies in
place of medical care.

CHI farms, Aviagen mark two decades of mutual partnership

By Gbenga Akinfenwa

HI FARMS Limited, a member of Tropical General
Investments (TGI) Group is marking 20 years of mutual
partnership with Aviagen, the global poultry breeding com-
pany behind Arbor Acres that has supported poultry farmers

across Nigeria.

Since 1986, CHI Farms has worked with poultry producers
across the country, helping them improve flock performance
and meeting the growing demand for poultry products.
Through its partnership with Aviagen, CHI Farms has made
Arbor Acres genetics available to poultry farmers while pro-
viding the technical support required achieving strong

results under local conditions.

Over the past two decades, the partnership has grown
beyond the supply of breeding stock to include training,
knowledge sharing, and close engagement with customers.

These efforts have helped poultry producers improve produc-
tivity, while contributing to the growth of Nigeria’s poultry

industry.

Speaking on the milestone, Managing Director, CHI Farms
Limited, Dr Olatunji Olaitan Olaofe, said the anniversary is a
proud moment for CHI Farms and for everyone who has con-
tributed to our journey. “Our focus has always been on deliv-
ering value to our customers and responding to the needs of
the market. We appreciate the support of Aviagen and, most
importantly, the trust our customers have placed in us

throughout the years.”

The Business Manager, Sub-Saharan Africa, Aviagen, Florian
Blevin, added, “Reaching this milestone is a remarkable
achievement and demonstrates CHI Farms’ long-standing
commitment to serving the Nigerian poultry industry.

Read the remaining story on www.guardian.ng

By Gbenga Akinfenwa

S stakeholders seek to

trengthen access to tech-
nology, investment, and
expertise that can support pro-
ductivity and food security
across Nigeria’s agricultural
sector, an international
agribusiness platform,
Growtech West Africa, has
announced collaboration with
the National Agricultural
Development Fund (NADF)
ahead of the inaugural exhibi-
tion in Lagos.

The collaboration connects
Growtech’s international net-
work of agricultural business-
es, technology providers, and
industry experts with NADF's
mandate to expand access to
agricultural finance, strength-
en productivity, and support
food security in Nigeria.

The Executive Secretary/CEO of
NADF, Mohammed A. Ibrahim,
said the country’s agricultural
transformation requires an
ecosystem where finance, tech-
nology, expertise, and enter-
prise can work together to cre-
ate greater value.

“Events such as Growtech West
Africa can help connect
Nigerian businesses and agri-
cultural enterprises with tech-
nologies, knowledge,and inter-
national expertise that can
improve productivity,
strengthen value chains, and
create new economic opportu-
nities. NADF is pleased to sup-
port the event as part of our
commitment to collaboration
that expands opportunity,
strengthens the agricultural

sector, and contributes to a
more resilient and prosperous
food system.”

The collaboration comes at a
time when agricultural busi-
nesses across Nigeria are seek-
ing new ways to improve effi-
ciency, increase production,
and respond to changing
demands across the food sys-
tem. From irrigation and
mechanisation to protected
agriculture, livestock, aquacul-
ture, and food processing,
technology and investment
are increasingly important to
the development of produc-
tive and competitive agricul-
tural value chains.

The Commercial & Strategy
Director, InD Group, Alan Kelly,
stated: “Nigeria is an impor-
tant market for Growtech
because of its scale, its agricul-
tural diversity, and its influ-
ence across the wider West
African region. The launch of
Growtech West Africa reflects
our confidence in the market
and the opportunities we see
across its agricultural value
chains.

“Bringing the Growtech plat-
form to Lagos allows us to
engage directly with business-
es and professionals seeking
technology, expertise,and new
commercial connections. We
see strong potential in the
West African market and
believe Nigeria can become a
key meeting point for regional
and international players,
helping build new relation-
ships and support the contin-
ued development of agricul-
ture across the region.”
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Presidency: How scorecards, antecedent favour opposition in SWest

President Bola Tinubu’s re-election campaign, launched in Kaduna on Saturday, has turned attention to the Southwest, his traditional political base,
where economic hardship, opposition challengers and disaffection among sections of the Yoruba political elite could complicate the second-term bid,

SEYE OLUMIDE reports.

l)RESIDENT Bola Ahmed Tinubu'’s re-election
campaign began in Kaduna on Saturday as
the All Progressives Congress (APC) mobilised
its political machinery behind his second-term
bid. Beyond the rally and the party’s national
mobilisation, however, a critical question
confronts the President: can he retain the
Southwest, the region that nurtured his
political career and remains central to his
electoral calculations, amid economic
hardship, opposition realignments and
growing dissent among sections of the Yoruba
elite?

Tinubu’s political structures remain
formidable, but the 2023 presidential election
demonstrated that the Southwest is not an
automatic electoral inheritance. Peter Obi of
the then Labour Party defeated him narrowly in
Lagos, while Atiku Abubakar of the then
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) won Osun.
Tinubu carried Ogun, Ondo, Ekiti and Oyo.

The results exposed the limitations of
assuming that party machinery, regional
identity and endorsements by influential
individuals will necessarily translate into votes.

Tinubu polled 2,279,407 votes across the six
Southwest states in 2023, accounting for about
25.9 per cent of his national total of 8,794,726.
He lost Lagos to Obi by 9,848 votes and Osun to
Atiku by 10,421 votes. The narrow margins in
both states underscore the importance of the
region to his re-election prospects.

The political landscape has since changed. Obi
is now the presidential candidate of the Nigeria
Democratic Congress (NDC), while Atiku is
running on the platform of the African
Democratic Congress (ADC). Other politicians
are also seeking to challenge the incumbent
through different platforms, creating a more
complex contest for the region’s votes.

Oyo State Governor Seyi Makinde’s
presidential ambition on the platform of the
Allied Peoples Movement (APM), Social
Democratic Party (SDP) candidate Adewole
Adebayo and African Action Congress (AAC)
candidate Omoyele Sowore present different
challenges to Tinubu in the zone, although
none should automatically be regarded as a
decisive threat to his support.

Makinde is particularly significant because he
combines executive experience, an established
political network and familiarity with Oyo
State’s voters. His candidacy could attract
voters dissatisfied with the Federal
Government, especially in Oyo. However,
extending that influence beyond his home
state, building a wider national coalition and
translating state-level popularity into a
substantial presidential vote remain major
tests.

Adebayo offers another platform for voters
seeking an alternative to the APC and the larger
opposition parties. His electoral significance
will depend on whether he can move beyond
political messaging to present a compelling
programme On  economic  recovery,
governance and public accountability.

Sowore’s AAC candidacy brings a more radical
reform message, potentially appealing to
younger voters and citizens frustrated with the
political establishment. Yet the ability to
articulate public discontent is different from
building the nationwide organisation required
to secure substantial votes.

The implications for Tinubu are therefore not
straightforward. If these candidates attract
voters who might otherwise support the APC,
they could reduce his margin. If they divide the
opposition vote, they could indirectly benefit
him. Alternatively, their campaigns could
mobilise citizens who might otherwise abstain.
The eventual effect will depend on their appeal,
organisation, alliances and voters’ choices.
Economic hardship remains a central test

E more consequential challenge may
come not only from opposition candidates
but also from economic hardship and the
public discontent it has generated, particularly

in the Southwest.

President of the Yoruba Ronu Leadership
Forum, Akin Malaolu, and Convener of the
Movement for Credible Elections (MCE), Wale
Okunniyi, believe that the removal of the petrol
subsidy, exchange-rate reforms, and other
policies, which the administration defends as
necessary economic adjustments, have placed
considerable pressure on household budgets
and businesses.

Malaolu was particularly critical of Tinubu’s
economic record. “President Tinubu needs not
to return in 2027. The damage his economic
policies have done to an average Nigerian
household should not continue beyond 2027.
The obvious fact is he has lost it,” he said.

He argued that higher transport costs, food
prices and operating expenses remain central to
how many Nigerians assess the government.
Improvements in public revenue or investor
confidence, he added, would not necessarily
translate into electoral support unless citizens
experienced tangible benefits.

For the APC, the danger is that dissatisfied
voters may either turn to an opposition
candidate or withdraw from the electoral
process. Neither
outcome can be
established in advance,
but both make it risky
for the party to equate
attendance at rallies
and public
endorsements  with
electoral support.

Persistent insecurity
and criticism of what

Sections of the Yoruba political and civic
elite also remain unconvinced that
Tinubu'’s re-election deserves automatic
support. Elements associated with the late
Pa Ayo Adebanjo’s Afenifere represent

his political mentor and expressed confidence
that the President would win across the
Southwest, including Oyo, where Makinde is
seeking the presidency. Adeola also predicted
substantial support for Tinubu in other
regions.

Governors Lucky Aiyedatiwa of Ondo State
and Biodun Oyebanji of Ekiti State have
likewise expressed confidence in the
President’s prospects, arguing at separate
engagements attended by The Guardian that
retaining the Southwest would not be a major
problem.

These positions reflect the APC's confidence in

its  political structures, incumbency
advantages and the administration’s
infrastructure record.

Lagos and Osun present different tests
AGOS remains especially important to
Tinubu’s political legacy and re-election
calculations. The mobilisation around
governorship candidate Femi Hamzat,
involving Musiliu Obanikoro, Director-General
of the Hamzat Campaign Organisation, and
Fouad OKki, a former director-general of the
campaign organisations of Tinubu and
Babatunde Fashola,
could help the APC
reach constituencies
beyond its immediate
party base.
Obanikoro’s political
networks and Oki’s
campaign experience
may assist grassroots
engagement for both
Tinubu and Hamzat.

Opponents describe as Stl'andS Of Opinlon that have ques“oned However’ the
the lackadaisical  the President’s leadership and political strategy’s
attitude of some direction effectiveness will
presidential ~ aides, : depend on whether it
particularly those from addresses the

the Southwest, could
compound the
problem. The administration’s challenge is to
demonstrate responsiveness to public concerns
and tangible progress on food affordability, jobs,
electricity, wages, security and the survival of
small businesses.

Sections of the Yoruba political and civic elite
also remain unconvinced that Tinubu’s re-
election deserves automatic support. Elements
associated with the late Pa Ayo Adebanjo’s
Afenifere represent strands of opinion that have
questioned the President’s leadership and
political direction.

Such dissent does not necessarily translate into
votes for a particular opponent. Nevertheless, it
challenges the assumption that regional
identity alone will secure the President’s
support. The critical question is whether these
disagreements can be translated into organised
political action capable of influencing voters.
APC supporters insist on Tinubu’s advantage

ESPITE these concerns, prominent
APC figures remain confident that
Tinubu will retain the region. ;

Former APC Deputy National Vice ,4
Chairman (Southwest), Bankole
Oluwajana, expressed certainty
that the region would support the
President’s re-election, predicting |
that Tinubu would secure more

votes than he did in 2023.
He based his position on what
he described as the

administration’s infrastructural
achievements in the Southwest,
arguing that the President should be
allowed to continue his _
programmes. 7
Similarly, APC
governorship
candidate in Ogun
State, Senator
Olakilekan
Solomon Adeola,
described Tinubu as

Tinubu

concerns of traders,
informal-sector
workers, professionals, young people and
households struggling with rising living costs.

Hamzat’s governorship campaign and
Tinubu'’s presidential bid may reinforce each
other, but the two contests are not identical.
Voters can support a state candidate while
choosing a different presidential candidate, as
the 2023 election demonstrated.

Okunniyi argues that the APC must therefore
persuade voters on the President’s record
rather than assume that support for its Lagos
governorship ticket will automatically transfer
to him.

Across Ogun, Ekiti and Ondo, APC control of
the state governments provides organisational
advantages. Yet party unity and incumbency
are not substitutes for effective voter
engagement.

Osun presents a different challenge. Tinubu

lost the state in 2023, while Governor
Ademola Adeleke’s

Makinde

political strength and the Accord Party’s position
remain relevant to the presidential contest.

Adeleke has been named as coordinator of
Tinubu’s Presidential Campaign Council in the
state, raising questions about the extent of any
understanding between the Accord Party and
the APC. The precise nature of the arrangement,
including whether it extends beyond the
presidential contest, requires clarification.

Any cooperation between the parties would
have to contend with their separate political
interests and the ambitions of their respective
candidates. The APC must also manage internal
divisions, including those associated with
former governor Gboyega Oyetola. Whether
political cooperation can produce a coherent

mobilisation strategy remains an open
question.
Traditional rulers remain influential

interlocutors in Southwest communities, but
their political role requires careful distinction.
Palace visits, public appearances with the
President and discussions about development
do not necessarily amount to endorsements of
his re-election.

The Ooni of Ife, Oba Adeyeye Enitan Ogunwusi;
the Alaafin of Oyo, Oba Abimbola Akeem
Owoade; the Olubadan of Ibadanland, Oba
Rashidi Ladoja; Oba Rilwanu Akiolu of Lagos;
and other prominent monarchs occupy
important cultural positions.

Their engagements with political leaders
provide opportunities to discuss security,
infrastructure, agriculture and community
welfare. However, the political significance of
such engagements should not be exaggerated
without clear evidence of an endorsement or a
measurable public response.

For Tinubu, the more meaningful test is
whether relationships with traditional
institutions help address local concerns and
improve people’s lives. An explicit palace
endorsement may strengthen a campaign’s
visibility, but it cannot guarantee that subjects
will vote according to a monarch’s preference.

The Kaduna campaign launch marks the
beginning of a national contest, but Tinubu’s
prospects in the Southwest will depend on more
than the strength of his political network. The
APC must manage internal disagreements,
explain its economic record and demonstrate
how its policies will improve household welfare.

The opposition, for its part, must convert
dissatisfaction into effective  political
participation while presenting credible
alternatives. Makinde, Adebayo and Sowore may
influence the contest, but their significance will
ultimately be determined by the votes they
attract and the extent to which their campaigns
reshape the choices available to the electorate.

Ultimately, Tinubu’s Southwest base will be
tested not by the number of governors, political
heavyweights or monarchs who receive or
endorse him, but by whether voters believe his

administration
' deserves
Lanother
four years.
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Renaissance Africa Energy Company

Operator of the NNPC/Renaissance/TotalEnergies/AENR Joint Venture
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AFRICA ENERGY COMPANY LIMITED

TENDER OPPORTUNITY: PROVISION OF INTEGRATED TRAVEL SERVICES TO RENAISSANCE

TENDER REF: NIPEX/TENDER NUMBER: RAEC 00000042/ CW69851
NCDMB CERTIFICATION OF AUTHORIZATION NUMBER: NCDMB/PCAD/UPD/RAEC-0826/101126

(MO INTRODUCTION

Renaissance Africa Energy Company Limited, in its role as Operators of

the Joint Venture between itself and the Nigerian Upstream Investment
Management Services (NUIMS), on behalf of the Joint Venture hereby
announces to inferested and prequalified companies, an upcoming tendering
opportunity for the PROVISION OF INTEGRATED TRAVEL SERVICES TO
RENAISSANCE. The proposed contract will commence in Q1, 2027 and
remain active for a duration of Three (3) years, with an option to extend by a
further one (1) year.

2.0 Eloelgel R o]l

The Work shall also include PROVISION OF INTEGRATED TRAVEL SERVICES
TO RENAISSANCE. The work activities include the following to deliver
strafegic E2E (endto-end) travel services that promote seamless travel solutions
and positive travel experience by providing innovative, digitally enabled, safe,
and cost optimised travel solutions and general wellbeing of travellers.

=¥/l MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS

1. To be eligible for this tender exercise, interested contractors are required
to be pre-qualified as essential service to vendors in the NIPEX Product
Category List with prequalified bidders “LIVE” status in NIPEX NJQS as
at advert close date and under NJQS product categories of 3.18.10 for
Travel Agency using the Double Tender Envelope (DET) functionality.

2. To be eligible for this tender exercise, interested contractors should also
be registered on the NCDMB NOGIC NJQS in the relevant product
category'.

3. To defermine if you are pre-qualified and fo view the product/service
category under which you are registered, visit hitps:/ /vms.nipex.
org/login and access NJQS using your login credentials. Click on the
Subscription tab on the lefthand side of the dashboard to view your
subscription status, and then click the Product Code tab to view your
registered product codes.

4. |f you are not listed under the product/service category mentioned above
but have registered with the Nigerian Upstream Petroleum Regulatory
Commission (NUPRC) to conduct business in the Nigerian Oil & Gas
Industry in that area, please contact the NipeX Administration Office
at Post Square Towers (Building B), 1-3 Ologun Agbaje Street, Off
Adeola Odeku Street, Victoria Island, Lagos, Nigeria, with your NUPRC
(formerly DPR) certificate as evidence for verification and the necessary
update.

5. To initiate the NJQS pre-qualification process, access http:/ /www.
nipex-ng.com, click on the Registration tab, and select “New Vendor
Registration.”

6. To be eligible, all tenders must comply with the Nigerian Content
Requirements in the NipeX system.

LN NIGERIAN CONTENT REQUIREMENTS

Tenderers are to note that they will be requested during the technical tender to
give full details of their relevant strategy to ensure that they fully comply with
the Nigerian Oil & Gas Industry Content Development [NOGICD) Act, 2010
as non-compliance will constitute a FATAL FLAW in all tender evaluations. In
line with the above, Tenderers will be required to ensure that information on
the following, among others, is included in their technical submission:

a. Demonsirate that the entfity is a Nigerian registered company with greater
than 51% Nigerian shareholding. Submit certified true copies of CAC
forms 10, 02 & O7 (or ifs equivalent; CAC 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, etc.) including
company memorandum & article of association and/or evidence of
entity’s incorporation, shareholding & ownership structure in Nigeria.

b. Tenderer shall provide evidence of Category 8 NCEC — Non-moveable
Assets (DA).

Valid category 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 Consultancy services NCEC demonstrating
capacity to deploy Manpower personnel to execute the work scope.

c. Tenderer shall, via a (letter of undertaking on company letterheaded
paper) commit fo: comply with the latest approved version of NCDMB
HCD guideline by providing Project-Specific training, man-hour, budget,
skill development and understudy plan for Nigerian personnel utilizing
OGTAN registered trainer(s) or other approved NCDMB training
institution(s).

d. deduct 1% NCDF for every subcontract to be issued on the contract and
remit same to NCDMB.

e. Provide evidence of what percentage of your key management positions
is held by Nigerians and what percentage of the total workforce are
Nigerians. Also, show overall percentage of work to be performed in
Nigeria and those by Nigerian resources relative to total work volume.

f.  Tenderer shall provide documented evidence (not limited to ownership/
rental of administrative office) demonstrating presence in Nigeria for the
execution of the work scope.

N CLOSING DATE

Only Tenderers who are registered in the NIPEX Joint Qualification System
(NJQS) Portal under 3.18.10 for Travel Agency categories at the advert close
date of 12* November 2026 shall be invited to submit technical bids and
Commercial bids.

Adverts will include vendors from categories A - Industry leader, B - Major
players, C - Upcoming players, D - New entrants.

(NI ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

e Bidders shall receive and submit both Technical and Commercial ITT
together.

® All costs incurred in preparing, registering and prequalifying for this and
other product/service categories shall be borne solely by suppliers.

e Suppliers that are prequalified for this product/service category in NJQS
must ensure that the name and contact details {physical address, email
address and telephone number) of their company and authorised/
responsible personnel are up to date in their company profile in the NJQS
database.

® Renaissance shall communicate only with authorized /responsible personnel
of prequalified companies and not through unauthorized individuals or
agents.

® All respondents to Renaissance must ensure full compliance with the
Nigerian Oil and Gas Industry Content Development Act, 2010.
(NOGICD) All respondents should educate themselves on the requirements
of the NOGICD and ensure full compliance. Non-Compliance is a FATAL
FLAW.

e This advertisement of “Invitation to tender” shall not be construed to be a
commitment on the part of NUIMS/ Renaissance to award any form of
contract fo any company and/or associated companies, sub-contractors
or agents; nor shall it entifle any company submitting documents to claim
any indemnity from NUIMS/ Renaissance and/or any of its partners.
NUIMS/ Renaissance reserves the right to take final decision on any of the
documents received in the pre-qualification/ Technical package.

Please visit NipeX portal at www.nipex-ng.com for this advert and other information and note that this confract will be progressed through NipeX system.
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His Excellency Otunba Adetunji Senator Udoma
Bola A. Tinubu, GCFR Oyebaniji,Fclob  Udo Udoma, CON
PrE’SfdentFe;iemI Re b,l" f Nigeti President/Chairman CloD Nigeria Chairman, Seplat Energy,
plblic o Nigeia Chief Host Keynote Speaker

Special Guest of Honour

His Excellency,
Babajide Sanwoolu, F.CloD,

Kwairanga, F.CloD

Conference Dinner Chairman

2026
ANNUAL

DIRECTORS'
CONFERENCE

THEME

REIMAGINING THE

BOARDROOM
FOR INCLUSIVE AND SUSTAINABLE NATIONAL
PROSPERITY IN THE NEW ECONOMY

NOV. 2026

("% Oriental Hotel,
¢ Victoria Island,
Lagos, Nigeria.

Dr. Kadri

Obafemi Hamzat
Deputy Governor, Lagos State
Conference Dinner Guest
of Honour

Dr. Waheed
Olagunju, FCloD

Chairman National
Organizing Committee

Host

Clare Omatseye, mciop,
Founder/CEOQ, JNC International
Conference Dinner Guest Speaker

Dr. Umaru

Chairman, NGX LTD

¢/

Dr. Adesegun A.

Bola Adesola,

Executive Governor, Lagos State .
Special Guactot Horina Nonye Ayeni,  Sonny Iroche w.cieo Dr. Nneka
pecial Guest of Honour Jalo-Waziri, m.ciop M.CloD Executive Chaiman and F.CloD Akin-Olugbade, oon Onyeali-lkpe,
Business Meets Government Dinner Founder/CEQ Executive Director/CEQ, Nigerian Chief Executive Officer Chair, Ecobank Chairman, Utica Capital Limited F.CloD OON
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ISTAR Capital Nigeria Limited Export Promotion Council (NEPC)

8

Ahmed Modibbo

INED, The Infrastructure Bank

Dr. Jumoke Oduwole, M.CloD,
Hon. Minister, Fed, Ministry of
Industry, Trade & Investment

Guest of Honour

Dr. Tunde Ayeye
Group Managing Director
International Facilities Services (IFS)

Gen. Christopher Musa (Rtd)

Minister of Defence
Guest of Honour

&y

Dr. Armstrong Takang mcio

Managing Director,
Ministry of Finance Incorporated
Special Guest

£

Ifeanyinwa Osime F.CloD

£

Scott C. Eneje
CEQ, Digivo
(Digital Evolutions LTD)

+4

Kemi Adewole rciop

INED, FMDQ Group Plc
and AllCQ Insurance

Temi Labor

Chief Internal Auditor
Pay10 Global Technology LLC

£

Executive Director, Circular Economy

Dr. Nneka Okekearu wcoo Nkem Begho, mcion

GenAl Learning Concept MD/CEQ of Fidelity Bank Plc

PANELISTS

Rabi Isma wm.ciop
Chairperson, ActionAid Nigeria
(Social Entrepreneurship)

5

Tony Attah, mcon,

CEQ, Renaissance
Africa Energy Ltd

Sandra Oyewole,
Partner IPT+ DLA Piper Africa,
Nigeria.

Natalie Beinisch  Soji Apampa w.ciop
President, Africa Leadership

Innovation Partnership, Nigeria Initiative, W/A

Dr. Pamela
Ajayi, m.cloD
Chairman Bridge Clinic

George Olutope

Onafowokan st mcioo,
Managing Director/CEQ,
Coleman Technical Industries Ltd

Kehinde Olateru

CEQ, ZeroComplex Al

Femi Desmond

Ojumu Esq, mcaeo
Founder, Balliol Myers LP

MODERATORS

Omoyemi Akerele
Founder, Lagos Fashion Week
(Creative Industry)

Soromidayo George wv.ciop

Patricia Ifewulu, Rolake

; Director, Enterprise Managing Director, FutureSoft M.CloD Akinkugbe-Filani Corporate Affairs &

Charrma{l, Access Bank Development oA Execeive Direston Soanbl Senior GRC Advisor, g9 ) Sustainability, Coca-Cola

Special Guest ZER Africa Limited MD/CEQ, Energylnc Advisors
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Enugu 2026 National Sports Festival

NSC, LOC begin joint technical meeting,
venues inspection tomorrow

By Christian Okpara
THE joint technical meeting and
venues inspection by the National
Sports Commission (NSC)and the Local
Organising Committee (LOC) for the
2026 National Sports Festival, tagged
Coal City Games Enugu 2026, will begin
tomorrow in Enugu, the NSC has said.
According to the NSC, the NSC, led by its
Chairman, Shehu _
Dikko, and Director- - 9
General, Bukola (&
Olopade, will join the § ’
LOC, led by Enugu
State
Commissioner
for Sports, Lloyd - o
Ekweremadu, |
to ascertain |
Enugu’s i
readiness to
host the festival
billed to hold
from
November 27
to December [
11,2026. i
The NSC /&%
said thatthe g
exercise, L
which
will

Nigeria misses FIFAs
$2.5m preparatory fund

By Gowon Akpodonor

AMEROON’S women’s national
team, the Lionesses, is set to benefit
from a $2.5 million preparation fund
from FIFA ahead of the 2027 Women’s
World Cup in Brazil. Nigeria’s Super
Falcons will miss out on the financial

package after failing to qualify for the #

championship.

FIFA has announced that
each of the 32 nations 5;.',,5#
that qualified for the "
tournament will *
receive $2.5 million to
prepare for the global
showpiece,
representing a
significant
increase from
the $960,000

allocated to
each
participating

team ahead of the 2023 edition.
The funding package brings
the preparation allowance for
the women’s tournament in
line with the amount provided
to participating nations at the
2026 FIFA Men’s World Cup.
However, Nigeria, one of
Affica’s traditional
powerhouses in women'’s
football, will not benefit from
the financial windfall after
failing to punch their ticket to
Brazil during the qualifying
campaign in Morocco.

— — S B A \ =
Mixed Martial Arts (MMA) is one of the events listed for the Enugu 2026 National
Sports Festival, which begins on November 27.

also bring together key stakeholders in
Nigerian sports, is designed to address
technical issues relating to the Festival
and assess the readiness of facilities

designated  for the  Games.
“The meeting and inspection are
important components of

preparations for the Festival, providing
an opportunity to review technical

PHOTO: SUNDAY AKINLOLU

arrangements, identify potential
challenges and ensure that relevant
facilities are assessed ahead of the
national sporting event,” the NSC said.
According to the schedule issued by the
NSC, tomorrow is designated for
arrivals, while the inspection of venues

and facilities will hold on
Wednesday.

Carrick’s sack looms as Bournemouth humiliate Man United 3-0

MICHAEL Carrick may well have
overseen his final match as
Manchester United head coach after his
players’ feeble Old Trafford display led to
a3-0 defeat to Bournemouth and boos at
the final whistle, reports standard.co.uk.
The former Red Devils midfielder’s
position was already hanging in the
balance as their poor start to the season
was compounded by
Wednesday’s calamitous 4-1
loss at Champions League
upstarts Como.
” #s¢  Under-fire Carrick spoke
‘with defiance and
/' hope ahead of hosting | \

' "‘;':’ Bournemouth, but

yesterday’s meek
loss

extended
United’s

£

winless run to an eighth straight match
in all competitions and leaves their boss
facing the sack.

Rayan and Marcus Tavernier scored
avoidable first-half goals for the well-
drilled Cherries at Old Trafford, where
home fans displayed a banner reading
“standards” as the players trudged off at
the break.

Roy Keane, Eric Cantona and Bryan
Robson featured on the sign brought out
of storage for a match that current
captain Bruno Fernandes was dropped
four days after his critique of Carrick’s

approach in Italy.
The head coach claimed it was a “pure
football” decision rather than

punishment, but he remained on the
bench throughouta tepid second half
that saw Evanilson punish a
- wandering Senne Lammens.

s United fans expressed their furyatthe

HE votes

that there is

have been
collated, with English star
Harry Kane, France captain,
Kylian Mbappe and Spain’s
prodigy Lamine Yamal the
top contenders for this
year’s men’s Ballon d’Or.
This year’s edition is
particularly intriguing, with
such a tightly contested race
no

A Glazers and co-owner Sir Jim Ratcliffe
towards the end of a game that
brought anger as Bournemouth
celebrated a third 3-0 win at Old Trafford
in the last four seasons.

Kane, Mbappe, Yamal on notice as 2026
Ballon d’'Or ceremony holds today

favourite.

Each member of the jury,
made up of 100 journalists
representing the top 100

countries in the FIFA
rankings, was required to
rank 10 players in

descending order of merit,
awarding them 15,12,10, 8,7,
5 4, 3, 2 and 1 point,

clear respectively.

NJF assures stakeholders of fair, open electoral process

HE Caretaker Committee
of the Nigeria Judo
Federation  (NJF)  has
reaffirmed its commitment
to conducting a transparent,

credible and inclusive
electoral process, while
maintaining its
independence and
neutralityin the discharge of
its transitional
responsibilities.

In a statement yesterday, the
Committee’s  Chairman,
Sheriff Hammed, clarified its
position following recent

public comments and
reports concerning its
activities and mandate.

The Committee emphasised
that although it operates
under the authority granted
by the National Sports
Commission  (NSC), it

remains fully committed to
acting independently, fairly
and in the best interests of
Nigerian judo.

“The Caretaker Committee
is not a mouthpiece for any
individual, group or
interest, nor is it a platform
for advancing personal or

political agendas,” the
statement said.
The  Committee

acknowledged that it has
received information and
concerns regarding the
conduct of certain
individuals associated with
the former Board. However,
it stressed that allegations,
personal interests or
preconceived positions will
not be permitted to
influence the electoral
process.

Lagos SWAN inaugurates seven-man
electoral committee

THE Lagos State chapter
of the Sports Writers
Association of Nigeria
(SWAN) took a major step in
the efforts to reposition the
association at the weekend
with the inauguration of a
seven-man SWAN Electoral
Committee (SWANECO) at
an extraordinary congress
of the association.

At the extraordinary
congress held at the Teslim
Balgogun Stadium,
Surulere, the electoral body
was inaugurated by the
Caretaker Committee
chairman, Patrick
Omorodion. It has as its
chairman, Mozez Praiz,

while McAnthony
Anaelechukwu is to serve
as  secretary.  Other
members are Dr Abdul
Rahmone Abulore, Soliu
Adeyemo, Tega Onajaife,
Jovita Ekeh and Dr Suo
Chapele.

Speaking during the
ceremony, Omorodion
said the establishment of
the SWANECO is part of the
responsibilities handed to
the Caretaker Committee
by the National body of
SWAN to “strengthen the
chapter’s administration
and facilitate the process
leading to the conduct of a
credible election.”

Youth Olympic Games

Nigeria targets best-ever outing in Dakar

By Gowon Akpodonor
IGERIA’S contingent to
the 2026 Youth

Olympics, the first to be held
on African continent, is
targeting an improved
performance than it placed
16 years ago in Singapore.

At Singapore 2010, which
was the inaugural edition of
the Youth Games, Nigeria
recorded its best moment by
winning a total of four
medals, made up of two
gold, one silver, and one
bronze, to be ranked 29th
overall in the world.

Eight years later in Buenos
Aires, Argentina, Nigeria also

got a total of four medals,
made up of one gold and
three silver medals to finish
in 48th position in the
general medal table.
This time around, Nigeria is
optimistic about
surpassing its past
performance as focus shifts
to Dakar, Senegal.

Team Nigeria is expected to
depart Abuja for Dakar on
October 29, where it will
compete in Six sports:
athletics, boxing, road
cycling, swimming, table
tennis and beach volleyball.
The team has been in camp
in Abuja since October 9.
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OBITUARY ANNOUNCEMENT
ADIEU DADDY

With gratitude to God for a life well lived, the Omoregie Ogbeide-Oyo
Family announces the passing of our beloved father, grandfather, father-
in-law, brother and uncle, who passed away peacefully On Saturday
August 22nd, 2026, at the good old age of 98.

Daddy lived a fulfilled and impactful life, marked by wisdom, strength and
love. His legacy and cherished memcories will remain with us forever.

Adieu, Daddy. We will surely miss you, but we are grateful for the blessing
of your life and the years we shared with you.

May your soul rest peacefully in the bosom of the Lord, and may God
comfort and strengthen all who mourn your passing. May He preserve and
bless the family you left behind.

Rest in perfect peace, Daddy. You will forever remain in our hearts.

PA. THOMPSON EKHOGIE
ANDREW OMOREGIE ‘

BURIAL ARRANGEMENTS:-

Wednesday October 28th, 2026, at 4.30pm - Virgil Mass at St Augustine's
Catholic Church Ukhegie Road, Benin City

Thursday October 29th at 10.30am - Body leaves Military Base Hospital to his
residence 16 Osasumwen Street, Off TV Road, by Uwa Market, Benin City
with a stopover at his Family Compound at No 76 Mission Road, Benin City,
Edo State. Followed by Lying in State and Family Wake Keep.

-

Friday October 30th at Zpm - Funeral Mass at St Augustine's Catholic Church
Ukhegie Road, Benin City.

Interment follows immediately at his Residence.

Saturday October 31st at 1pm - Celebration of Life at SIO Event Center. 8 Red
Cross Cres, Off Ikpokpan Road, Benin City.

Sunday November 1st at 10am - Thanksgiving Mass at St. Augustine's
Catholic Church.Ukhegie Road, Benin City.

Signed: Mrs. Catherine Otokiti (Neé Omoregie) & Mrs. Juliet Oni (Neé Omoregie) for the Family — { ..

EKOCORP PLC.

(THE EKO HOSPITALS)

TRANSITION {f’ f
To S/ Mf‘?ﬁi
The Board, Management Staff and
Shareholders of EKOCORP PLC - EKO Hospitals
announce with profound sorrow,
yet with gratitude to God for a life well-lived,
the transition of our beloved

SHAREHOLDER and VICE CHAIRMAN
of the BOARD OF DIRECTORS,

DR. GEOFF OHEN JR

whose transition occurred on 22nd September, 2026.
FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS:
MONDAY, 26TH OCTOBER LAGOS | TUESDAY, 27TH OCTOBER LAGOS
Service of Songs & Night of Tributes | Commendation Service
St Saviour's School, | Our Saviour's Church, TBS
Alexander Avenue, lkoyi | 9am
4pm Service of Songs | FRIDAY, 30TH OCTOBER DELTA
6pm Night of Tributes | |,ing in State Family home, Owa
THURSDAY, 29TH OCTOBER DELTA | 9am
Service of Songs | FUNERAL SERVICE
St James Anglican Church, Agbor | Anglican Cathedral Church
4pm | of Ascension,
SUNDAY, 1ST NOVEMBER DELTA | Lagos/Asaba Road,
Thanksgiving & Outing Service | Boji-Boji Owa
1lam

Signed: Management
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2027: Atiku assassination plot story and Sowore’s letter

AST week’s report of an assassination plot tar-

geting former Vice President and African
Democratic Congress (ADC), Presidential candi-
date, Atiku Abubakar, added a twist to an already
charged election season. Threat to life and prop-
erty are not designed to be part of the democrat-
ic exercise. However, history of electioneering at
home and abroad is replete with incidences of
violence and political murders.

Itisonrecord thatnotless than 30 persons were
murdered to usher in the Osun State governor-
ship election of August 15. Even President
Donald Trump of the United States, had his ear
grazed by an assassin’s bulletin a campaign rally
at Butler, Pennsylvania, on July 13, 2024. It was a
narrow escape, but some theorists doubted it
could have been staged. Despite the remoteness
of claims, the concern should be to have politics
that is devoid of violence toxic language. A pres-
idential candidate of any party is no longer the
average citizen. He is a carrier of the mandate of
a political party. Let politicians and their sup-
porters be careful.

It was Dr Karl Von Batten, the U.S.-based lobbyist
working for the ADC presidential candidate,
who raised the alarm last week Tuesday, of an
alleged plot to assassinate Atiku ahead of the
2027 presidential election. He disclosed this in a
post on X, where he described the report as very
troubling. He alleged also, that the Nigerian
Presidency and its agents are behind the plot. He
said he intended to bring the situation to the
notice of the administration of President
Donald Trump, where he is advertised as a senior
Government Advisor, Consultant and close
Republican ally. Meaning that he could have
Trump’s ears.

His words: “We find the reports that the
Nigerian Presidency and its agents are allegedly
plotting to assassinate former Nigerian Vice
President, Atiku Abubakar, very troubling.
Despite a reported $9 million D.D. engagement
and $700 billion in mines, they cannot beat him
in Nigeria, so their only option is to kill him.
President Donald Trump has survived multiple
assassination attempts, so we know the lengths
evil people will go to stop change. Dr Von Batten
fully intends to bring these latest allegations
against Nigerian President Bola Tinubu to the
attention of the Trump administration and the
Congress. The United States has given President
Tinubu enough rope. A word of advice to
President Tinubu and company: Do not test the
United States and President Trump with a politi-
cal assassination that will cause geopolitical
shockwaves and force the United States to act. It
will not end well for you.”

Pretty weighty allegation and strong words.
Von Batten Montague was hired by Atiku
Abubakar in March 2026, in a formal lobbying
contract filed with the U.S. Department of Justice
under the Foreign Agents Registration Act
(FARA),1938.The contract is valued at $1.2 million
for 12 months, with responsibility to influence
U.S. government and public opinion in favour of
his client. He is to lobby the U.S. Congress, con-
gressional staff and officials of the executive.
Part of the job is to put eye on democratic gover-
nance, regional stability, economic develop-
ment, U.S,, Nigeria/West Africa relations.

Part of the assignment is to counter narratives
of the Nigerian government and project Atiku’s
side. For that, Von Batten has been deeply
involved in the politics of 2027 and how Atiku

will come out victorious. He became active in the
quest by Aaron Greespan to make public records
on Bola Tinubu and others in a Chicago heroine
case between 1992-93. On that score, it's been a
grueling media turf between Karl Von Batten and
agents of the Federal Government, with both
sides sparring in a no-end back and forth.

The media confrontation was so fierce, some
might conclude, was the underlying reason
President Tinubu could not make it to the 81st ses-
sion of the United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA) in New York. In the months preceding
UNGA, the intense media focus on Nigeria and its
Presidency was unmistakable, to the extent that
even when there was no direct threat from
Washington, discretion became the better of val-
our. As for the aspect of unraveling the 1992/93
Chicago court records, that has cut no ice, or is at
best work in progress.

For Von Batten, the assassination theory may be
a strategy to keep the conversation alive. Perhaps
not. That's why the allegation deserves serious
attention. Timi Frank, former Deputy national
Publicity Secretary of the APC and consistent ally
of Atiku, also echoed the assassination alarm. In
an open letter, he pleaded with President Trump
and the international community to intervene,
noting that the allegations regarding Alhaji
Atiku’s safety require urgent and independent
investigation.

Timi Frank said: “These allegations must be inde-
pendently and urgently investigated. Given their
gravity, however, they cannot be dismissed or
ignored until it’s too late to prevent harm... The
protection of political opposition is not a favour
thatany government grants at its discretion. It’sa
fundamental obligation of every democratic

Abubakar

state... The protection of Atiku Abubakar’s life
and liberty, the safety of all opposition leaders,
and the integrity of Nigeria’s 2027 elections must
be treated as urgent democratic priorities. The
world mustn’t wait for a tragedy before it acts.”

In its reaction, the Presidential Campaign
Council of APC, in a statement signed by Dele
Alake, its spokesperson, admitted the allegation
is grave, one which the security agencies must
prove.

The statement said: “We thus urge security agen-
cies to invite him (Timi Frank), to substantiate
the allegation, given its gravity and the urgent
need to preserve life. We also urge Mr. Frank not
to hesitate to provide any information in his pos-
session that will enable prompt investigation.
Any credible threat to life must be treated seri-
ously, irrespective of political affiliation.”

In another breath in the same response, Alake
said the APCPCC categorically reject the claim
that the Presidency or the councils itself is
involved in plots to assassinate Atiku.

Hear him: “Mr Frank’s claim is typical opposi-
tion rabble-rousing meant to heat the polity.
Many opposition figures, including Timi Frank,
have made it a habit to write open letters and tag
foreign leaders and international organisations
in social media posts to draw undeserved atten-
tion to themselves...” asserting that as parties go
deeper into the campaigns, outlandish and frivo-
lous allegations of this nature will be bandied by
politicians to gain advantage.

The APC Presidency thinks the assassination plot
is grave enough to warrant security scrutiny. At
the same time, it considers it frivolous and out-
landish. That ought to be the decision of security
agencies that have the responsibility and expert-
ise to interrogate intelligence and investigate
allegations. It is not for the APC to postulate on
what is real or fabricated. This is a threat to life

With Dr Karl Von Batten still active, an
Atiku assassination story is not one
the Tinubu government should dismiss
or treat as a non-issue. There is a like-
lihood that President Trump would be
touched by it, being victim of a close
shave himself. If the APC believed that
they did the right thing in 2015 with the
U.S. government, when they hired lob-
byists and PR experts to project their
case, they should not be surprised that
today’s opposition is apply same
method.
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and if the Tinubu government wanted to be tak-
en seriously, it should have constituted a security
team to quickly investigate the allegation. The
President is the Commander-in-Chief of the
armed forces and other security agencies. Let it
commandeer the DSS and others to investigate
the plot, and invite Timi Frank and perhaps, get
briefed by Atiku before a report is issued. That
will show some level of concern and responsibil-
ity.

The Von Batten connection in the assassination
story should worry people in government.
Nigeria became a sovereign member of the
United Nations in 1960. But elections in the coun-
try are still dependent on financial support and
endorsement by Western countries. It is a sign of
weakness and failure to develop a political sys-
tem that is self-regulating and accounting.

The Tinubu government is worried that the
opposition is externalising local politics. But this
is not the first time Nigeria would form the habit
of writing open and tag foreign leaders in the
hope to draw international attention to high-
handedness of the ruling party. It was the APC
that perfected the trick during the Goodluck
Jonathan years. APC exploited the Boko Haram
and Chibok schoolgirls’ abduction to score cheap
points with President Obama and Mrs Obama.

With Dr Karl Von Batten still active, an Atiku
assassination story is not one the Tinubu govern-
ment should dismiss or treat as a non-issue.
There is a likelihood that President Trump would
be touched by it, being victim of a close shave
himself. If the APC believed that they did the right
thing in 2015 with the US. government, when
they hired lobbyists and PR experts to project
their case, they should not be surprised that
today’s opposition is applying same method.

The response is not to be dismissive. Let politi-
cians work hard to evolve a political system that
is free and fair and free of violence and killings.
Nigeria is big enough to solve her problems.
Sowore’s request to use Aso Villa for AAC cam-
paign inauguration

The candidate of the African Action Congress
(AAC), Omoyele Sowore, has written to President
Tinubu, requesting permission to inaugurate
AAC’s presidential campaign council at the
Presidential Villa, Aso Rock, on November 11. The
letter, dated October 21, 2026, signed by AAC’s
national ~ Secretary, = Oshiokhue  Philip
Ikpeminoghena, also demanded food, drinks
and logistical support for 5,000 participants
from home and abroad.

AAC said its demand is based on the principles
of multi-party democracy: political inclusiveness
and equal treatment, citing similar arrange-
ments reportedly extended to the APC. The party
is insisting that public institutions must serve all
Nigerians without partisan discrimination.

One’s reading of AAC’s letter does not suggest
that the party cannot afford to hire a place to hold
its inauguration. It is rather a subtle call for gov-
ernment to democratise democracy. Nigeria’s
winner-takes-all style of democracy is not serving
the majority. The Tinubu government has cap-
tured the institutions and resources that belong
to all Nigerians. It is only APC that is doing real
physical campaigns, just showing off stupen-
dous wealth amidst excruciating mass poverty.

The only thing this government has not monop-
olised is the oxygen that God has made available
toall.

Sowore’s letter is food for thought!

(

beyond that, to the unity and sovereignty of Africa.
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