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SPOTLIGHT

ECOWAS honours slain The Guardian reporter 36 years after death

By Oludare Richards

'HE Economic Community

of West African States
(ECOWAS) Commission has
posthumously honoured
late The Guardian war corre-
spondent, Krees Imodibie, 36
years after he was killed
while covering the Liberian
Civil War in 1990, recognis-
ing his sacrifice and service
to humanity.

The recognition was part of

the public presentation of

FBl arrests nine in
Nigeria over cybercrime
targeting Americans

HE Federal Bureau of In-

vestigation (FBI) has an-
nounced the arrest of nine
people in Nigeria as part of
an international operation
targeting cybercriminal
networks accused of de-
frauding Americans and op-
erating scam centres across
national borders.

FBI Director, Kash Patel,
disclosed this in a post on X,
stating that the operation,
code-named Operation
Blackout, also resulted in
the seizure of 53 electronic
devices and the identifica-
tion of $11 million in funds
considered eligible for
freezing across countries.

Patel said the operation
was aimed at dismantling
international cybercrimi-
nal networks responsible
for large-scale financial
fraud against American vic-
tims. “Operation Blackout is
taking the fight directly to
the international cyber-
criminal networks stealing
billions from Americans.”

According to Patel, the
networks operated scam
centres where victims were
deceived into surrendering
their money, with some los-
ing their life savings to
fraudulent schemes.
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Tope Templer Olaiya,
News Editor

@TopeTempIer

the Commission's definitive
publications documenting its
peacekeeping, peacebuilding
and peacemaking interven-
tions across West Africa,
where other journalists, for-
mer military commanders
and victims of regional con-
flicts were also recognised.

Presenting the commemora-

tive plaque at The Guardian of-

“y

Editor, The Guardian, Dr Femi Adekoya (left); Directorate of Political Affairs at the ECOWAS Commission, Arthur

fice in Lagos, Arthur
Oghogho Obayuwana, a for-
mer Foreign Affairs Editor
of the newspaper, currently
with the Directorate of Po-
litical Affairs at the ECOWAS
Commission, said the
recognition was intended
to acknowledge journalists
who risk their lives report-
ing from conflict zones.

Obayuwana, who received
the plaque on behalf of the
late journalist before bring-
ing it to the newspaper, said
ECOWAS considered it ap-
propriate to recognise Imod-
ibie for his service to
humanity and the circum-
stances surrounding his
death while on professional
assignment.

Oghogho Obayuwana and Weekend Editor of The Guardian, Dr Kabir Alabi Garba, at the presentation of the
posthumous award to Krees Imodibie at the corporate head office in Lagos, yesterday.
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Mom reacts after police was called on three-year-old soccer star

HE mother of Nevada,

the three-year-old soccer
standout whose family had
police called on them ata
youth game in Winter Park,
Florida, says her son
walked away from the field
believing he did some-
thing wrong.

Martasia Griffin spoke
with Lauren LaRosa of The
Breakfast Club and con-
firmed that police were
called during her son’s i9
Sports game. Griffin says it
all comes back to how
good Nevada is.

“He’s been targeted
throughout the season be-
cause of his talent even
though it’s not my son’s
fault that he plays really
good,” Griffin said. “They
used to send bigger kids
over to like knock him
over.”

Nevada is the youngest
player on his team. He is 3,
and his teammates are 4 and

sideline. One parent com-
plained that none of the
other kids had been able to

5. His family has been posting play and threatened to pull

his highlights online for
months, and his goals and
dribbling regularly go viral.
According to Griffin, things
came to a head at this game
when the coaches, league di-
rectors and several parents
gathered in a circle on the
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out of the program. Griffin
says the director did not
stand up for her family and
instead offered her a refund.

She refused to sit her son
down. “I cannot explain to
my three year old son that
he cannot play today be-
cause he’s so good,” she said.
“I continue to let him play.
The police walked in.”

Griffin says the other par-
ents argued that they paid
for the league just like she
did. Her response was that
sitting Nevada out for the
whole game meant her son
was not getting to play ei-
ther. “You're trying to fault
my kid for actually playing
soccer. He’s three years old,”
she said.

CROSS WORD PUZZLE
* ACROSS

. Town in Oyo State, (7).

7 5. Indicating refusal, (3).

7. Expert, (3).

8. Large passenger vehicle, (3).
9. The atmosphere we breathe, (3).
10. Contend, (3).

I1. Protective cover, (3).

12. Scottish language, (7).

16. Empty of something, (3).

19. Honey-making insect, (3).

2l. Infertile, (7).

25. Latitude, abbr., (3).

26. Hebrew judge, (3).

27. Auto. Transmission Fluid, abbr.
28. Lagos suburh, (3).

| 29. Barrier across ariver, (3).

30. Stop living, (3).

31. Self-punishment for sin, (7).

RANDOM FACTS

e Abulia is the inabil-
ity to make decisions.
e Asheep and a goat
can mate to produce
a hybrid. It's called
a'Geep'.

o African men's sperm
count and quality is
declining including
locations like Nigeria
and North Africa.
Studies show a de-
cline of up to 72.6%
over a 50-year span.

e Crying is how your
body speaks when
your mouth can't
explain the pain

you feel.

o The constant fear of
death or losing some-
one you love is called
Thantophobia.
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Begin with the beautiful,
which leads you to the good,
which leads you to the truth.

We are exceptionally good
at seeing the faults in
others and exceptionally
adept at ignoring the faults
in ourselves.
ROBERT
BARRON

True peace is not merely the
absence of tension; it is the
presence of justice.
MARTIN
LUTHER
KING JR

A colonized mind will
fight harder to protect the
master’s image than to
recover its own dignity.
FRANTZ
FANON

* DOWN

1. Tag, (5).

2. Of the nose, (5).

3. Lagos electronics market, (5).
4, British noblemen, (5).

5. At no time, (5).

6. Tendency, (5).

3. Type of beer, (3).

14. Pound, abbr., (2).

15. Mesh, (3).

7. Unwell, (3).

18. Indicating alternative, (2).
19. Fitin, (5).

20. Omit something, (5).

2. Imprint, (5).

22. Like an elf, (5).

23. Bony projection on head, (5).
24, Cleverly escape, (5).

® Olulana Olukayode

Check page 39 for solution to the puzzle

TODAY IN HISTORY
*202| - Nigeria
Nigeria’s digital currency,
eNaira apF was no longer
available for download as it
disappeared on Google
Playstore just 48 hours
after launch of the product.

2020 - Nigeria
Pres. Muhammadu Buhari
re-appointed Mahmood
Yakubu as Chairman of the
Independent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC).
e 81 Division of the Niger-
ian Army, Lagos, said its
troops were invited by the
state government to en-
force the curfew imposed
on the state during #End-
SARS protest. Court papers
filed by former Managing
Director of Alpha Beta Con-
sulting, Dapo Apara against
ex-Lagos State governor,
Bola Tinubu at the Lagos
High Court, Igbosere, were
destroyed by fire that
razed the court last week.
2019 - Syria

Islamic State of [raq and
Syria (ISIS) founder and
leader, Abu Bakr al-Bagh-
dadi killed himself and
three children by detonat-
ing a suicide vest during
U.S. military Barisha raid
in northwestern Syria.

*2019 - Rome

Catholic Bishops approved
aproposal allowing some
married men to be or-
dained as priests in the
Amazon region. The pro-
posal passed by a vote of
128-41, applies only to
churches in the Amazon
region that are experienc-
ing a shortage of priests.

* 2018 - UK

Leicester City Thai owner
Vichai Srivaddhanaprabha
died in a helicopter crash
with four others aftera
Premier League match
against West Ham United
at the King Power Stadium
in Leicester, England.

* 2017 - Spain

The Parliament of Catalonia
declared the region's inde-
pendence from Spain; The
central government in
Madrid decided to impose
direct rule on Catalonia.

*2014 - UK

Britain withdrew from
Afghanistan at the end of
Operation Herrick, after 12
years, 4 months and 7 days.

*2006 - UK

Opening of Arsenal F.C.'s
Emirates Stadium that re-
placed Highbury Stadium
which had only 38,419 seats
and was too small for the
need of modern football.

*[992 - USA

United States Navy radio-
man Allen R. Schindler, Jr.
was murdered by shipmate
Terry M. Helvey for being
gay, precipitating debate
about gays in the military
that resulted in the United
States' "Don't ask, don't tell"
military policy.

* |275 - Netherlands

Traditional founding of
the city of Amsterdam.
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Again, FG defends
reforms as foundation

for sustainable growth

From Tohi Awodipe (Lagos) and
Joseph Chibueze (Abuja)

RESIDENT Bola Tinubu has

said his administration is
rewriting Nigeria's decades-
long story of economic under-
performance through
far-reaching reforms designed
to dismantle structural barri-
ers, unlock the nation's enor-
mous potential and deliver
jobs, productivity and shared
prosperity.

This was as the Federal Gov-
ernment ruled outa return to
petrol subsidy; insisting that
Tinubu's administration
would sustain its economic re-
forms despite mounting pres-
sure over the rising cost of
living and calls by opposition
politicians for a policy rever-
sal.

Speaking yesterday in Abuja
when he formally declared
open the 32nd Nigerian Eco-
nomic Summit (NES#32), Tin-
ubu, who was represented by
Vice President Kashim Shet-
tima, noted that his adminis-
tration began on a difficult
note because “there is no
shortcut to economic growth
and rescuing the economy
means rescuing livelihoods”
and transforming the for-
tunes of young jobseekers,
farmers, manufacturers, en-
trepreneurs and innovators.

He observed that the sum-
mit's theme, ‘Growth That
Works: Delivering Jobs, Pro-
ductivity and Shared Prosper-
ity’, built on the ambition of
the previous edition of the
yearly event to achieve a pros-
perous and inclusive Nigeria
by 2030.

Tinubu noted that his re-
forms were dismantling the
structural barriers that pre-
vented the nation's abundant
human and natural resources
from yielding prosperity.
Acknowledging that creating
jobs was only half the task, he
stressed the need to improve
the quality of work, reduce un-
deremployment and harness
the potential of Nigeria's un-
derutilised workforce. "We
must judge our industrial pol-
icy by the competitiveness of
our firms and investment in-
centives by the capital, tech-
nology, exports and jobs they
attract."

He cited figures from the Na-
tional Bureau of Statistics
(NBS)indicating that Nigeria's
inflation-adjusted GDP grew
by 3.89 per cent in Q1 2026,
compared with 3.13 per centin
Q12025.

United Nations Deputy Secre-
tary-General, Dr Amina Mo-
hammed, acknowledged the
gains while urging their ur-
gent consolidation and stabil-
isation as well as effective
management of expectations
among citizens and other
stakeholders.

She applauded the African
Development Bank (AfDB) for
its new financial architecture
for development across the
continent.

INEC bows to pressure, uploads voter
register online, final list out December

From Sodigg Omolaoye and
John Akubo, Abuja

FOLLOWING concerns by
Nigerians and other stake-
holders over the accessibility
of the voter register, the In-
dependent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC) has
uploaded the preliminary
register of voters for the 2027
general election to its online
platform.

But the National Democratic
Congress (NDC) has vowed to
do everything necessary to
ensure that its candidates
omitted from the INEC final
listare allowed to participate
inthe 2027 general elections.

The commission said the on-
line publication was in-
tended to complement the
physical display of the pre-
liminary register conducted
nationwide from October 9
to 15,2026, and enable more
Nigerians to inspect their

e

NDC vows to fight over omitted candidates, warns against split-ticket voting

particulars.

Chairman of INEC's Infor-
mation and Voter Education
Committee, Mohammed
Haruna, said the register
could be accessed through
https://displayinecnigeria.or
g.

The commission said it had
taken note of concerns ex-
pressed by Nigerians and
stakeholders about the need
to make the register avail-
able online in addition to the
physical display already con-
ducted atregistration areas.

INEC said it was still pro-
cessing claims and objec-
tions arising from the

exercise ahead of the certifi-
cation and publication of the
final register of voters on De-
cember15,2026.

The commission added that
the additional measure was
part of its commitment to

==
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transparency, accessibility
and public confidence in the
electoral process.

Iturged Nigerians and stake-
holders to continue engaging
with the process, reiterating
its commitment to imple-
menting the Electoral Act,
2026, and delivering credible
elections.

NDC also faces the chal-

lenge of members who
may vote for its presidential
candidate, Peter Obi, while
supporting candidates of
other political parties for gov-
ernorship, National Assembly
and House of Assembly seats.

The development raises con-
cerns about the party's ability
to translate support for its
presidential ticket into votes
for its candidates across other
levels of government.

NDC's National Chairman,
Senator Moses Cleopas, gave
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the assurance yesterdayat the
party's third National Execu-
tive Committee (NEC) meet-
ing in Abuja, pledging that
the leadership would take all
necessary steps to secure the
participation of candidates
omitted from INEC's final list.

Cleopas said the party would
not abandon any of its candi-
dates, insisting that it would
work to resolve the discrep-
ancies and ensure those af-
fected could contest in the
forthcoming elections.

He did not want the affected

candidates to be left behind
as the party prepared for the
2027 polls.
The issue featured amid
broader discussions on the
party's electoral preparations,
internal reconciliation and
the need to strengthen its
structures ahead of the elec-
tions.

Anambra State Governor, Charles Soludo (left); Lagos State Governor, Babajide Sanwo-0lu; Deputy Secretary-General of the United Nations (UN); Am-
ina Mohammed; Vice President Kashim Shettima; Chairman, National Economic Summit Group (NESG), Olaniyi Yusuf and Chairman, BUA Group, Ab-
dul-Samad Rabiu during the opening ceremony of the 32nd National Economic Summit (NES#32) in Abuja, yesterday. PHOTO: LUCY LADIDI ATEKO

APC, ADC in brickbats
over alleged unpaid
salaries to staff,
hillion-naira SUV gifts

Atiku will campaign
in all states, says ADC
campaign council

From Adamu Abuh
and Andrew QOota, Abuja
THE All Progressives Con-
gress (APC) Presidential
Campaign Council (PCC) has
criticised the African Demo-
cratic Congress (ADC) for al-
leged failure to pay its staff
for more than 12 months,
questioning the opposition
party's credibility and capac-
ity to govern the country.
However, ADC fired back by
describing the distribution
of seven luxury sport utility
vehicles (SUVs), reportedly
worth about N1 billion, to
APC youth leaders as an ob-
scene display of extrava-
gance at a time millions of
Nigerians were struggling to
afford food, transportation
and other necessities.
Meanwhile, the Director of
Strategic Communication of
ADC-PCC, Phrank Shaibu,
said former Vice President
Atiku Abubakar will cam-
paign in all 36 states of the
federation ahead of the 2027
presidential election.
The APC-PCC also linked the
salary arrears allegation to
the records of Atiku, ADC's
presidential candidate, and
former governor of Osun
State, Rauf Aregbesola, the
party's national secretary.
In a statement yesterday, the
APC-PCC spokesperson, Dele
Alake, accused the ADC Na-
tional Working Committee
(NWC) led by Senator David
Mark as national chairman
and Aregbesola as secretary
of neglecting the welfare of
the party’s employees.
The council described the al-
leged failure to pay salaries
as unacceptable.

OK Movement kicks over NDC’s 2027 campaign council structure

* Party discloses NG.I3b war chest, seeks more funds

From John Akuho, Abuja

IGERIA Democratic Con-

gress (NDC) has unveiled
its National Campaign Coun-
cil (NCC) for the 2027 general
elections, bringing its key
leadership figures undera co-
ordinated campaign struc-
ture as preparations for the
polls intensify.

The party disclosed thatitre-
tained about N6.13 billion
from N8.53 billion in re-
ported financial inflows,
while appealing to members
and supporters to contribute
more funds as it prepares for
the 2027 general elections.

But the Obi-Kwankwaso
Movement faulted the com-
position of the NDC-NCC,
questioning the party’s pre-
paredness for the 2027 gen-
eral elections and boasting of
a stronger grassroots struc-
ture.

The NDC-NCC is chaired by

the party's National Leader,
Senator Henry Seriake Dick-
son, with presidential candi-
date  Peter Obi as
co-chairman. The National
Chairman, Senator Cleopas
Zuwoghe, has been named
vice-chairman, while vice-
presidential candidate, Sena-
tor Rabiu Kwankwaso, is
co-vice-chairman.

NDC National Secretary,
Ikenna Enekweizu, is council
secretary, while Ibrahim Ab-
dulkarim is appointed Direc-
tor-General.

The announcement signals
the party's move to establish
acentral command structure
for coordinating campaign
activities, strengthening na-
tionwide mobilisation and
communicating its policy
agenda to Nigerians ahead of
the 2027 elections.

With the campaign council
now constituted, attention is
expected to turn to the opera-
tional task of translating the
party's national leadership
into an effective campaign
network across the states, lo-
cal councils, wards and
polling units.

For the NDC, the challenge
will be to align its campaign
leadership, grassroots organ-
isation and policy messaging
around a common strategy
capable of sustaining en-
gagement with  voters
throughout the election sea-
son.

The party said the council
would drive a people-centred
and issue-based campaign
anchored on its vision of a
new, just and prosperous
Nigeria.

It called on party members,

supporters and well-mean-
ing Nigerians to remain
united and focused as it ad-
vances its preparations for
the 2027 general elections.

The party's National Treas-
urer, Dr Peter Onigah, re-
vealed the financial war chest
atits third National Executive
Committee (NEC) meeting in
Abuja yesterday, where he
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said the NDC had spent ap-
proximately N2.4 billion on
its activities.

The disclosure provides a
glimpse into the party's fi-
nancial position as it builds
its structures and prepares
for the political contest
ahead, with its leadership in-
sisting that accountability
and prudent spending would
guide the management of its
resources.
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How worsening destltutlon defaces Lagos mega City status

From busy highways and crowded
markets to public institutions and
spaces beneath bridges, the sight of
sick, destitute, physically incapaci-

tated and psychologically distressed §

people struggling to survive has
become a troubling feature of life in
Lagos. Despite repeated govern-
ment attempts to remove these vul-
nerable people from public spaces
and rehabilitate them, many
remain exposed to hunger, home-
lessness, abuse and neglect, raising
questions about the reach of the
state’s welfare system and what
happens after they are taken into
care, ENIOLA DANIEL reports.

E streets have become more than a tempo-

rary refuge for some. They are places of sur-

vival. Some have lost contact with their families,

others have been abandoned or displaced,

while many living with illnesses or disabilities

lack the resources, support or access to services
required to meet their basic needs.

Their circumstances expose a difficult contra-
diction in a city striving to maintain orderly
public spaces while confronting the human
cost of poverty, illness, family dislocation and
inadequate social support.

Behind every person sleeping beneath a
bridge, wandering through a market, or strug-
gling to care for themselves on a roadside may
be a story of abandonment, economic hard-
ship, untreated illness, or a broken support sys-
tem.

The central question is not merely how many
vulnerable people are removed from the
streets, but how many receive the sustained
care necessary to recover, regain their inde-
pendence where possible and live with dignity.

Records obtained by The Guardian show that
the Lagos State Government’s Rehabilitation
and Training Centre in Majidun attended to
60,949 cases between 2020 and July 20, 2026.
The figures point to sustained demand for reha-
bilitation services, even as vulnerable people
continue to be encountered in public spaces
across the state.

The records, however, do not establish how
many cases involved distinct individuals, how
many people completed rehabilitation, how
many were reunited with their families or how
many successfully reintegrated into their com-
munities; neither do they provide a compre-
hensive estimate of the number of vulnerable
people living on Lagos streets.

Nevertheless, the scale of the caseload raises

questions about the
capacity of exist-
ing facilities,
the adequacy
W of aftercare
\ services
L and the
| extent to
which gov-
ernment
2 interven-
f'tions
address
" the circum-
© stances that
leave people
" unable to fend
for themselves.
The cen-

2

tre recorded 8,148 cases in 2020, 8,993 in 2021
and 8,739 in 2022. The figure rose to 9,473 in
2023, 9,764 in 2024 and 10,619 in 2025, repre-
senting an increase of about 303 per cent
between 2020 and 2025.

Between January and July 20, 2026, another
5,213 cases were recorded, bringing the cumu-
lative total to 60,949.

Although the figures represent cases handled
by the facility rather than a confirmed count of
individuals living on the streets, they under-
score the pressure on the state’s rehabilitation
system. They also raise a question about the
relationship between admission, recovery and
lasting reintegration.

For people without dependable family sup-
port, the consequences of inadequate care can
be devastating. Without shelter, medical atten-
tion or assistance with daily living, those
already struggling with illness, disability or
other personal difficulties can become increas-
ingly isolated and vulnerable to exploitation.

Sakiru Tochukwu, (not his real name), knows
what it means to confront such circumstances
without a reliable support system.

The Lagos-based trader, who found temporary
shelter under Ikeja Bridge, began experiencing
psychological difficulties about two years ago.
With no family members in the city and no
close friends readily available to intervene, he
struggled without the support he needed.

Before long, people around him reportedly

interpreted his behaviour as a personal failing
rather than a possible health crisis requiring
professional  assess-
mentand care.
His experience illus-
trates how illness and
social isolation can
combine to push some-
one from relative inde-
pendence into acute
vulnerability.

A person who once
earned a living may,
without timely inter-
vention, become
dependent on
strangers, exposed to
abuse or unable to nav-
igate the process of
obtaining treatment.

Similar difficulties confront people with phys-
ical disabilities, chronic illnesses and other
conditions that limit their independence.

For those without family care, accessible
accommodation or dependable welfare sup-
port, everyday survival can become an exhaust-
ing struggle.

The challenge, therefore, extends beyond
removing people from roadsides, markets and
other public spaces. It involves identifying
their individual needs and ensuring that they
receive appropriate medical care, shelter,
social assistance and protection.

Some may require urgent medical assess-
ment, while others need food, accommoda-
tion, disability support or help tracing rela-
tives.

Those whose families cannot be found, or who
cannot safely return to their previous living
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A great number of people are
depressed, and the depression is a
result of unemployment, job loss, deval-
uation of the currency, and the eco-
nomic infrastructure not supporting the
system. That leads to an increase in the
use of recreational drugs.

L}

arrangements, may need longer-term residen-
tial or community-based care. Without such
interventions, street-clearance operations risk
providing only temporary relief, leaving the cir-
cumstances that caused people to become des-
titute unresolved.

The Lagos State Government has established
legal and administrative mechanisms to
address the needs of vulnerable people. Under
the state’s mental health legal framework, rele-
vant authorities have responsibilities in speci-
fied circumstances involving people who
require mental healthcare and intervention.

The framework provides for police involve-
ment in circumstances covered by its provi-
sions, while relevant health, environmental
and social welfare authorities are expected to
coordinate interventions and facilitate access
to appropriate services.

The Ministry of Youth and Social Development
also has responsibilities relating to rehabilita-
tion, social welfare and reintegration.

However, the continued visibility of vulnerable
people in public spaces raises questions about
coordination among these institutions, the
availability of appropriate services and
whether existing facilities can meet the needs
of those requiring sustained assistance.

The Permanent Secretary of the Lagos State
Ministry of Youth and Social Development,
Oluwatoyin Oke-Osanyintolu, acknowledged
that increasing demand for rehabilitation and
aftercare services was one of the major chal-
lenges confronting the ministry:.

Her acknowledge-
ment highlights a
problem that goes
beyond the number of
people admitted into
rehabilitation facili-
ties. When demand
increases and centres
face overcrowding, the
quality, duration and
individualisation of
care become impor-
tant considerations.

Without adequate
resources and struc-
tured aftercare, reha-
bilitation may not
translate into lasting recovery or reintegration.

Oke-Osanyintolu said the ministry has contin-
ued to provide care, rehabilitation, counselling,
skills development and reintegration support
for vulnerable people, including those experi-
encing mental health and psychosocial difficul-
ties.

She also identified stigma and discrimination
as obstacles to successful rehabilitation, noting
that some families and communities struggled
to accept and support people recovering from
mental health challenges.

According to her, the ministry uses stakehold-
er engagements, community outreach, media
programmes, public enlightenment cam-
paigns and social media to raise awareness of
mental health, child protection, social welfare,
disability inclusion, substance abuse and other
emerging social concerns.

She said the government’s approach was to

promote early intervention, discourage dis-
crimination, encourage families to seek appro-
priate help and ensure vulnerable people were
treated with dignity and supported towards
rehabilitation and reintegration.

The absence of reliable information on where
vulnerable people live, the services they
require and the outcomes of previous inter-
ventions presents another challenge for policy-
makers.

Without such information, it becomes diffi-
cult to determine where additional facilities
are needed, which categories of people require
specialised support or whether rehabilitation
programmes are producing sustainable
results.

The problem is also not confined to mental

health. While some people encountered on the
streets may require psychiatric assessment,
others may be living with physical disabilities,
chronic illnesses, age-related limitations,
homelessness or abandonment. Treating these
different circumstances as one problem risks
directing people towards interventions that
do not meet their needs.
The Chairman and Chief Medical Director of
the Medical ART Centre, Prof. Oladapo Ashiru,
identified economic hardship, unemploy-
ment, family dislocation and substance abuse
among factors contributing to some cases of
psychological distress.

He said unemployment, job losses, currency
devaluation and broader economic pressures
could contribute to depression and increase
the use of recreational drugs.

“A great number of people are depressed, and
the depression is as a result of unemployment,
job loss, devaluation of the currency and the
economic infrastructure not supporting the
system. That leads to an increase in the use of
recreational drugs,” Ashiru said.

He also linked some difficulties to family sep-
aration arising from migration, while noting
that certain conditions could have genetic or
medical causes, including family histories of
depression, bipolar disorder and psychosis, as
well as head injuries.

Ashiru said stigma remained a significant bar-
rier to seeking professional help and called for
stronger mental healthcare infrastructure,
including facilities that provide dignified and
supportive environments.

A Consultant psychiatrist at the Lagos
University Teaching Hospital, Dr Shakiru
Oyedokun, similarly advocated greater public
awareness, early intervention and improved
access to professional treatment.

He urged people who had experienced psy-
chological difficulties or recovered from sub-
stance dependence to share their experiences
to challenge harmful stereotypes and encour-
age others to seek assistance.

Oyedokun also called for mental health educa-
tion in secondary schools, supportive work-
place policies and professional treatment for
addiction. He said families should support rel-
atives experiencing psychological difficulties
rather than stigmatise them, adding that care-
givers also needed assistance because caring
for vulnerable people could be emotionally
and financially demanding.

The experts’ recommendations point to the
importance of intervention before personal
difficulties become crises visible on the streets.

Early access to treatment, family counselling,
social assistance and community-based servic-
es could help some people retain their inde-
pendence and reduce the likelihood of aban-
donment or prolonged homelessness.

However, the wider welfare challenge requires
aresponse that goes beyond healthcare.
People whose vulnerability stems from physi-
cal incapacity, poverty, displacement or the loss
of family support may need accessible hous-
ing, income assistance, food, personal care and
protection from exploitation.

Others may require a combination of medical

treatment and long-term social support.
For Lagos, an effective policy would require
stronger coordination among health, social
welfare, environmental and security agencies,
backed by reliable data on the different cate-
gories of vulnerable people encountered
across the state.

Read the remaining part of
this story on www.guardian.ng
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2027: CJN asks judges to avoid conflicting orders, rulings that compromise justice

From Ameh Ochoijila, Abuja

q S the nation approaches
nother election season,

the Chief Justice of Nigeria
(CJN), Justice Kudirat Kekere-
Ekun, has urged judges, par-
ticularly heads of courts, to
be vigilant against practices
that undermine the integri-
ty of judicial proceedings.

Kekere-Ekun identified such

Shettima tackles Atiku,
Obi over fuel subsidy,
others

From Terhemba Daka
CE President Kashim
Shettima has criticised
former Vice President Atiku
Abubakar over his proposal
to restore fuel subsidy, ques-
tioning his ability to govern
Nigeria’s modern economy.

Shettima said Atiku’s pro-
posal would push the coun-
try back into poverty, accus-
ing the former vice presi-
dent of supporting the
return of subsidy for politi-
cal reasons.

Speaking at the Nigerian
Economic Summit in Abuja
yesterday, Shettima said:
“One of the leading presi-
dential candidates is advo-
cating for the return of the
subsidy scheme. He wants
us to backslide into penury
for political convenience.”

He also questioned Atiku’s
professional background,
referring to his training at
the Kano School of Hygiene
as he challenged his capacity
to manage the country’s
economy.

Afreximbank’s net
income rises by 24% to
$813.5m in nine months
By Helen Gji

FRICAN Export-Import
ank (Afreximbank) and
its subsidiaries (the “Group”)
have achieved a net income
of $813.5 million in its nine
months of operations.
This represents a 24 per cent
increase when compared to
$654.3 million posted in the
corresponding period of
2025.

According to Afreximbank,
the improved performance
was driven by growth in lend-
ing activities,improved inter-
est income and disciplined
cost management, despite a
challenging global operating
environment.

The group’s total assets and
contingencies increased by 12
per cent to $54.1 billion, from
$48.5 billion posted in FY
2025. This growth was under-
pinned by an expansion of
the bank’s lending portfolio,
with net loans and advances
increasing by eight per cent
to $36.2 billion, compared to
$33.5 billion at year-end 2025.

The bank said the perfor-
mance was largely driven by a
9.1 per cent increase in inter-
est income to $2.4 billion,
from $2.2 billion in the nine
months in 2025, under-
pinned by growth in average
loan balances.

practices to include forum
shopping, concealment of
related proceedings and
attempts to obtain conflict-
ing orders from courts of
coordinate jurisdiction.

She spoke in Abuja yester-
day during the opening ses-
sion of “the 2026 roundtable
for heads of courts,” organ-
ised by the National Judicial
Institute (N]I).

The CJN said the issues
required particular atten-
tion as the country
approached another elec-
tion season, noting that elec-
tion-related disputes often
attracted intense public
interest and considerable

Director-General,

pressure on the courts.

She added: “The Judiciary
must be prepared to dis-
charge its constitutional
responsibilities with impar-
tiality, courage and fidelity
to the law.

“Political sensitivity, public
sentiment or the urgency
with which a matter is pre-
sented must never displace
the careful application of

the Constitution, the
Electoral Act and the appli-
cable rules of court.

“I urge your lordships to
ensure that appropriate
administrative  arrange-

ments are in place to facili-
tate the timely and orderly

DEVELOPMENT

handling of election-related
matters.”

According to her, judicial
officers must be reminded of
the need to scrutinise appli-
cations carefully, insist on
full and frank disclosure of
relevant facts, pay due
regard to related proceed-
ings and resist any attempt
to use urgentapplications or
ex parte orders to secure an
improper advantage.

She also stated that the
integrity of judicial proceed-
ings must not be compro-
mised by competing political
interests or pressure from any
quarter.

“Forum shopping is particu-

larly damaging because it
undermines  consistency,
encourages abuse of process
and exposes the Judiciary to
avoidable public controversy.
“Your Lordships must there-
fore ensure that existing pro-
cedural safeguards are
observed and that appropri-
ate steps are taken whenever
attempts to circumvent
established judicial processes
come to light,” she added.
The CJN reminded the heads
of courts that they were
expected to provide the lead-
ership necessary to ensure
that election-related cases
were handled competently,
expeditiously and strictly in

&
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Manufacturers Association of Nigeria (MAN), Segun Ajayi-Kadir (left); Chairman, Manpower Development Company Limited, a
subsidiary of MAN, John Aluya; President of MAN, Ifeanyi Okoye; and Acting Managing Director, Manpower Development Company Limited, Owoh

Mba-Samuel, during a news conference to announce the Manufacturers Energy Security and Energy Efficiency Summit 2026, in Lagos, yesterday.

ECOWAS, Tinubu bemoan insecurity as countries exhibit defence capacity

By Eniola Daniel

CONOMIC Community
of West African States
(ECOWAS), President Bola
Tinubu, Minister of Defence,
Christopher Musa and oth-
ers have stated that transna-
tional and local solutions
were needed to defeat insur-
gency, banditry and other
forms of insecurity con-
fronting the region and by
extension, Africa.
They made the call at the
2026 Africa International
Defence Exhibition

(AFRIDEX). It’s the first time a
defence exhibition will be
held in Nigeria.

Defence and security lead-
ers, industry stakeholders,
innovators and official repre-
sentatives from over 50
countries converged on Eko
Atlantic, Lagos, for the exhibi-
tion which kicked off yester-
day until October 29,2026.

The Africa International
Defence  Exhibition is
designed to support struc-
tured engagement across
capability  development,

industrial capacity, training-
led readiness and procure-
ment dialogue in a formal,
protocol-led environment.
Speaking at the opening,
President of the Economic
Community of West African
States (ECOMAS), Gen Birame
Diop, commended the leader-
ship of Nigeria for addressing
peace and security across
Africa, recognising Nigeria’s
efforts through the Economic
Community of West African
States Monitoring Group
(ECOMOG)thatrestored peace

in Liberia and Sierra Leone.
He said that the exhibition
is another testament to
Nigeria’s leadership and
commitment to regional
stability and that Nigeria
had once again demonstrat-
ed visionary leadership,
affirming that Africa’s future
security lies in the ability to
design, develop and provide
its own security solutions.
In his remarks, President
Bola Tinubu, who was repre-
sented by the Senate
President, Godswill Akpabio.

Tinubu seeks stronger Nigeria-Brazil ties as Silva wins re-election amid protest

From Terhemba Daka, Abuja

SIDENT Bola Tinubu
has called for deeper eco-
nomic cooperation between
Nigeria and Brazil, identify-
ing trade, investment, agri-
culture, energy and technol-
ogy as priority areas for
expanding bilateral rela-
tions.

Tinubu made the call yes-
terday while congratulating
the Brazilian President, Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva, on his re-
election, describing the
renewed mandate as an
opportunity to strengthen
the longstanding friendship
and historical ties between
the two countries.

In a congratulatory mes-
sage dated October 26, 2026,
the Nigerian leader said both
countries, as leading nations
of the Global South, had a
shared responsibility to
advance economic integra-
tion and protect their com-
mon interests amid a rapidly
changing global order.

“I congratulate my friend,
President Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva of Brazil, on his re-elec-
tion for a record fourth
term,” Tinubu said.

He expressed Nigeria’s
readiness to expand collabo-
ration with Brazil across
strategic sectors, including
manufacturing, science and

technology, education, avia-
tion and cultural exchange,
alongside trade, investment,
agriculture, food security,
energy, oil and gas.
The Presidentalso reaffirmed
Nigeria’s commitment to
strengthening multilateral
cooperation with Brazil and
advancing shared priorities
across Africa, South America
and the wider Global South.
Tinubu, who conveyed his
message on behalf of the
Nigerian people, wished Lula
a successful new term,
expressing optimism that his
renewed mandate would pro-
vide fresh impetus for closer
relations between the two

countries.

The proposed areas of coop-
eration reflect the potential
for Nigeria and Brazil to deep-
en economic ties, leverage
their respective strengths
and expand opportunities
for mutually beneficial part-
nerships across the Atlantic.

EANWHILE, Silva’s rival,
lavio Bolsonaro, has
refused to accept his victory,
saying he will seek the annul-
ment of the election.

Bolsonaro, who had request-
ed an extension in some
regions due to heavy rains,
described the decision as
“unacceptable” and a “dirty
trick.”

accordance with the law.

She said the objective was to
ensure that the courts remain
impartial arbiters of disputes,
free from political influence
and guided solely by the facts,
the applicable law and the
demands of justice.

Speaking earlier, the
Administrator of the (NJI),
Justice Babatunde Adejumo
retired), said the Judiciary, as
custodian of justice and
guardian of the rule of law,
was under constant public
scrutiny, placing a heavy
responsibility on those steer-
ing its affairs to safeguard its
image and shape positive
public perceptions.

Replicate NELFUND
model to end nepotism,
Oye tells FG

From Owede Aghaijileke, Abuja

HAIRMAN of the Alliance

for Economic Research
and Ethics (AERE), Dele Oye,
has urged the Federal
Government to replicate the
Nigerian Education Loan
Fund (NELFUND) model
across government pro-
grammes to tackle nepotism,
godfatherism and political
interference in the distribu-
tion of public benefits.

According to Oye, the NEL-
FUND model offers an oppor-
tunity to build a system in
which Nigerians can access
government support based
on clearly defined eligibility
criteria rather than political
connections,  influential
sponsors or personal rela-
tionships with public offi-
cials.

In a statement, the AERE
chairman argued that the
government should extend
the principles underpinning
NELFUND to other social and
economic intervention pro-
grammes.

‘Greenhouse gases
trapped in atmosphere
fuel extreme weather

conditions’
By Victor Ghonegun

E World
Meteorological
Organisation (WMO) has
said the levels of Carbon
dioxide (CO2) and other
major greenhouse gases in
the atmosphere reached
unprecedented highs in
2025, locking in more long-
term temperature increase
for the planet.

The UN agency revealed
this in its new report cap-
tured in the Greenhouse
Gas Bulletin, which report-
ed that the globally aver-
aged surface concentration
of CO2 in 2025 was 426.8
parts per million, or 153 per
cent of the 1,750 pre-indus-
trial baseline.

It pointed out that the con-
centrations of methane and
nitrous oxide - the second
and third most important
long-lived greenhouse gases
related to human activities -
also rose to a new record.
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20 states endorse state police amid rights abuses, guardrail concerns

* Reps deputy speaker confirms bill meets constitutional threshold
* Lawyers question safeguards, legality of changes to bill
* HURIWA seeks financial autonomy, independent commissions to check governors
* Ex-police chief questions sincerity, readiness for state policing

» Stakeholders seek inclusive consultations, safeguards against political interference

From Seye Olumide, Yetunde
Ayobami Ojo (Lagos), Azimazi
Momoh Jimoh, Andrew Qota, Felix
Uroko (Abuja), Adewale Momoh
(Akure), Ann Godwin (Port
Harcourt) and Murtala Adewale
(Kano)

DESPH"E 25 State Houses of
Assembly endorsing the
State Police Bill, persistent
fears over political interfer-
ence, human rights violations
and weak accountability have
raised questions about
whether the proposed safe-
guards can protect citizens
from abuse or remain largely
theoretical.

The Guardian investigation
hasrevealed concerns that de-
centralising the police could
transfer existing accountabil-
ity challenges from the Federal
Government to state govern-
ments without fundamental-
ly addressing them.

Although the endorsements
have met the two-thirds
threshold required for the
constitutional amendment to
advance, the proposed reform
facesacritical test: whetherits
safeguards can withstand
pressure from powerful po-
litical officeholders.

Senate Leader Opeyemi
Bamidele has defended the
reform as a necessary response
to worsening insecurity, in-
sisting that adequate protec-
tions have been incorporated
into the legislative framework.
Human rights advocates, how-
ever, warn that governors
could turn state police into in-
struments of political control.

Their concerns centre on
whether independent com-
missions would have the fi-
nancial autonomy, institu-
tional independence and po-
litical protection to investi-
gate misconduct involving
governors and senior gov-

ernment officials. Legislative
confirmation of appoint-
ments, theyargue, could also
offer limited protection where
the ruling party controls the
state assembly and partisan in-
terests influence decisions.

As the legislative process
advances through further con-
sideration, harmonisation
and consultations involving
relevant committees, the At-
torney-General of the Federa-
tion and the National Assem-
bly, the effectiveness of these
safeguards remains central
to the proposed restructur-
ing of Nigeria’s internal se-
curity architecture.

The next stages, including
consideration of the draft Na-
tional Policing Bill,2026,and
29 consequentialamendment
bills, will help determine how
federal and state police ser-
vices relate to one another
and what mechanisms will
hold state police accountable.
Reps Deputy Speaker con-
firms state police bill secures
required threshold
THE Deputy Speaker of the

House of Representatives
and Chairman of the House
Committee on the Review of
the 1999 Constitution, Ben-
jamin Kalu, yesterday con-
firmed that 24 State Houses of

Assembly had passed the bill
seeking to establish state po-
lice.

(Ondo State subsequently
passed the bill, bringing the
number of states thathad en-
dorsed it to 25.)

The National Assembly may
give the bill final passage
when plenary resumes be-
tween tomorrow and Thurs-
day, following the receipt of re-
sponses from the state legis-
latures.

A constitutional amend-
ment requires the approval of
at least two-thirds of the 36
State Houses of Assembly, rep-
resenting 24 states.

Inaposton his verified X ac-
count, Kalu said the passage of
the bill by the state assem-
blies would bring policing
closer to the people.

He described the develop-
ment as a “major milestone
for Nigeria’s security archi-
tecture and constitutional re-
form”.

“State Police will bring polic-
ing closer to the people, im-
prove local intelligence gath-
ering, speed up response to
threats, and let states design
security strategies for their
own unique challenges,” he
said.

Kalu commended the State
Houses of Assembly for their
commitment to the process
and thanked President Bola
Ahmed Tinubu for his leader-
ship and support for the re-
form.

He also urged the state as-

semblies to extend similar
support to other constitu-
tional amendment bills to be
transmitted to them.

The states that had passed the
bill as of yesterday included
Adamawa, Delta, Edo, Kwara,
Nasarawa, Ogun, Osun,
Enugu, Anambra, Imo, EKkiti,
Kebbi, Akwa Ibom, Oyo,
Plateau, Rivers, Taraba, Zam-
fara, Bayelsa, Benue, Cross Riv-
er, Abia, Yobe and Kaduna.

States yet to pass the bill as of
yesterday were Lagos, Ebonyi,
Kogi, Niger, Borno, Gombe,
Bauchi, Jigawa, Katsina, Kano
and Sokoto.

Lawyers raise concerns over
state police guardrails, legal
process
AlS_IENIORAdvocate of Nige-
ia (SAN), Dr Biodun Lay-
onu, said any alteration to the
state police bill after its ap-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25

Director-General, Defence Industries Corporation of Nigeria (DICON), Major General B. 1. Alaya (left); member, representing the lkorodu Federal Constituency, House of Representatives,
Babajimi Adegoke Benson; Minister of State for Defence/Chairman of the Defence Industries Corporation of Nigeria (DICON) Board, Dr Bello Muhammed Matawalle; President, Economic
Community of West African States (ECOWAS), General Birame Diop; Senate President, Godwin Akpabio; Lagos State Deputy Governor, Dr Kadri Obafemi Hamzat, and Minister of Defence,
General Christopher Gwabin at the opening ceremony of the maiden edition of Africa International Defence Exhibition (AFRIDEX) 2026 and unveiling of Nigeria’s First 3D-Printed Uncrewed

Surface Vessel in Lagos, yesterday.
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Ebola: Nigeria not yet out of woods, says NCDC, intensifies surveillance, contact tracing

* Pate: Nigeria may declare Ebola outbreak over by December 7

» Academy calls for vigilance despite evacuation of index case

» Adebayo warns against election postponement

* |dris: Why Nigeria approved patient’s evacuation to Switzerland

From Nkechi Onyedika-Ugoeze,
John Akubo (Abuja), lieoma
Nwanosike and Opeyemi Bahalola

(Lagos)

FOLLOWING yesterday’s safe
evacuation of 42-year-old
Nigeria’s Ebola index patient
and her husband to Switzer-
land aboard a medical plane,
all attention is now on the 52
contacts linked to the coun-
try’s confirmed case of the
Bundibugyo strain of the virus
under surveillance, justas the
World Health Organisation
(WHO)clarified that Nigeria is
yet to be declared Ebola-free.

Authorities are monitoring
the contacts to identify possi-
ble infections and prevent fur-
ther transmission, as WHO
stressed that continued
surveillance and compliance
with public health monitoring
requirements remained es-
sential until conditions for of-
ficially declaring the outbreak
over were met.

As it stands, Nigeria may
have to wait till December 7,
2026, before declaring the
Ebola outbreak over if no fur-
ther confirmed or probable
cases are detected in the coun-

try.
Recall that the first con-
firmed Ebola patients in Kenya
and Nigeria were reported to
have crossed paths at Ugan-
da’s Entebbe International
Airport, weeks after the East
African country reported no
active Ebola infections and
was declared Ebola-free. Both
patients passed through En-
tebbe International Airport
on October 3, according to
the Head of Emergency Pre-
paredness and Response at
the Africa Centre for Disease
Control and Prevention (Africa
CDC), Wessam Mankoula.
Thisisjustas the Nigeria Cen-
tre for Disease Control and
Prevention (NCDC) success-
fully traced the Uber driver
who transported the evacu-
ated index patient to an earli-
er hospital in Abuja, bring-
ing the number of primary
contacts being monitored to
54.

The Director-General of the
NCDC, Dr Jide Idris, disclosed
this on Monday while speak-
ing on Channels Television’s
Politics Today, saying the new
contact was identified after
health officials obtained ad-
ditional information about
the patient’s movements be-
fore her diagnosis. Idris said
the new development under-
scored the need for continued
surveillance and contact trac-
ing, despite the medical evac-
uation of the index patient
and her husband to Switzer-
land.

“Asitis now, yesterday was 54,
right? One has left; the index
case has left, so we had 53. To-
day, we got one more sus-
pected case contact, who ac-
tually was the Uber driver
who drove her before to the
first hospital,” he said.

The NCDC boss explained
that health authorities were
monitoring the identified con-

tacts for 21 days, correspond-
ing to the maximum incuba-
tion period used for Ebola
contact monitoring. He said
more than 40 contacts were in
quarantine facilities in Abuja,
while six others were under
home-based self-quarantine
because theirrisk of infection
was considered low.

According to him, those un-
der home quarantine were
being contacted regularly,
with their temperatures mon-
itored in the morning and
evening to detectany changes
in their clinical condition.
Idris disclosed that three peo-
ple who were retested after de-
veloping symptoms or show-
ing changes in their clinical
condition returned negative
results.

He, however, warned that
Nigeria was not yet out of
danger, as health officials were
still identifying and tracing
contacts who might have been

exposed through the primary
contacts. “We are not out of
the woods yet until we are
sure that all the contacts have
been followed up. Because
the index case is out doesn’t
mean that we don’t have an
active positive case,” he said.
The NCDC director-general
clarified that Nigeria currently
had no confirmed active Ebo-
la case following the evacua-
tion of the index patient, but
stressed that contact moni-
toring and investigations re-
mained critical to prevent-
ing further transmission. He
said health officials would
systematically trace sec-
ondary contacts as more in-
formation emerged from in-
terviews with those already
identified.
ONFIRMING the medical
evacuation of Nigeria’s
firstimported Ebola virus dis-
ease patient from Abuja to
Switzerland, the Minister of
Health and Social Welfare,
Prof. Muhammad Ali Pate,
said the December 7 date re-
mained provisional, pending
validation of the 42-day count-
down by the Nigeria Centre
for Disease Control and Pre-

vention (NCDC)and the WHO.
He added that any further
confirmed case would require
a fresh countdown in line
with WHO criteria for declar-
ing an Ebola outbreak over.
The minister said the patient
departed Nigeria earlier on
Monday after showing sig-
nificant clinical improve-
ment. According to him, she
was stable, conscious, com-
municating and had clinical
laboratory test results ap-
proaching baseline levels.
However, Pate cautioned that
the improvement did not nec-
essarily mean the patient was
no longer infectious, noting
that strict public health pro-
tocols remained in place
throughout the evacuation.
He said the patient was evac-
uated alongside her spouse,
who had remained asymp-
tomatic,and commended the
clinical staff who provided
care for the patientas well as
public health personnelwho
ensured that the evacuation
complied with appropriate
public health measures.
Switzerland also confirmed
receiving Nigeria’s Ebola in-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 35
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Arik receivership trial: . . . I [} NACC holds roundtable
cartacmisicons | [VIakinde urges Nigerians to join ‘Reset’” agenda | onimestorimmigaion

E ofefnziioﬂﬁr?o IFrom Jt;lhn Akubo (Abuja), * Calls for economic, security reset at campaign group inauguration EJ;%Z:H&?J.& investors of
ol Lagi')s Stats special Tslf:gecB;gﬂ'rflﬁiﬁ“(ﬂagos) » How I'l bring petrol price down to N20O per litre, by Adebayo security, business opportunities in

Offences Court sitting in
Ikeja has admitted documents
containing  the  Asset
Management Corporation of
Nigeria (AMCON) Board reso-
lutions on the receivership of
Arik Air as evidence in the
ongoing criminal trial of the

corporation's former
Managing  Director/Chief
Executive Officer, Ahmed

Kuru, and others.

Justice Mojisola Dada admit-
ted the documents yesterday
after hearing arguments from
the prosecution and defence
counsel on their relevance and
admissibility.

The proceedings, however,
resumed with the continued
cross-examination of Bawa
Usman Kaltungo.

During cross-examination,
Kaltungo maintained that
Kuru, as AMCON's Managing
Director/Chief Executive
Officer, had unfettered powers
and unilaterally sanctioned
the receivership of Arik Air.
The defence counsel, Uyi Giwa-
Osagie, tendered AMCON's
Board resolutions to establish
that the receivership was a cor-
porate decision.

The prosecution objected to
the relevance and admissibili-
ty of the documents.

However, after listening to
arguments from both parties,
Justice Dada ruled that the
documents were relevant and
admissible, noting that they
emanated from AMCON's
Board as a corporate body and
were duly certified in accor-
dance with Section 104 of the
Evidence Act.

The court, which admitted
the documents in evidence,
adjourned further hearing of
the matter to October 27.

Adeleke-led Tinubu
campaign won't succeed
in Osun without us,

says Oyetola’s camp

From Timothy Aghor, Osogho

SH intrigues have
emerged over the Osun
State chapter of President
Bola Tinubu's re-election
Campaign Council, led by
Governor Ademola Adeleke,
as a chieftain of the All
Progressives Congress (APC)
in the state and a strong loyal-
ist of former Governor
Gboyega Oyetola has warned
that the Council will not suc-
ceed without carrying the
Oyetola camp along.

In a video circulating on
Facebook, the APC chieftain,
speaking in Yoruba and said
to be a supporter of Oyetola,
who is the Minister of Marine
and Blue Economy, declared
that  the  Presidential
Campaign Council (PCC)
structure announced by
Adeleke could not deliver
Osun for Tinubu if key APC
leaders are sidelined.

The warning came as Adeleke

on Thursday, October 22,
2026, inaugurated a 344-
member campaign council
for Tinubu's 2027 re-election
bid at the Oasis Event Centre,
Osogbo.

E presidential candidate
of the Allied Peoples
Movement (APM) for the
2027 election and Oyo State
Governor, Seyi Makinde, has
called on Nigerians to join
him and his running mate,
Lawal Daura, in the agenda to
make Nigeria work for every-
body.

Makinde, who spoke via
video during the launch of
the “MAD Resetter
Movement” and the inaugu-
ration of RESET agent state
coordinators in Lagos State,
said the nation needs to reset
its economy, security archi-
tecture, educational system,
and socio-political environ-
ment.

“If Nigeria is not working for
youright now, then you need
to be a resetter,” he said.

The Oyo State governor
likened claims of a rising for-
eign reserve to a household
where the head of the house

* 2027: Show how you'll fund campaign promises, Yusuf tackles political parties

tells members they have a lot
of money in a savings
account, yet everyone is hun-
gry and not being taken
towards prosperity or a point
where they can stand alone.

“People in that household
are not being taken towards
prosperity, where they can
stand alone and where the
youths of that household can
access opportunities and live
their dreams,” he said.

He wished the organisers
well and encouraged them to
also take the movement to
other parts of Nigeria.

Also speaking at the event,
former Aviation Minister and
Director-General of the

Makinde/Daura Presidential
Campaign 2027, Felix Hyat,
expressed delight at what the
organisers were doing.

He questioned the govern-
ment’s claims that its policies
are working when the people

are hungry, young graduates
cannot get jobs, parents can-
not sleep with their eyes
closed, youths are out at
night trying to protect their
homes from bandits and kid-
nappers, and companies are
exiting Nigeria for smaller
countries.

He said a fraction of what
God has given to Nigeria is
more than what is in Ghana,
and asked why Ghanaiansare
better off today.

ELATEDLY, the presiden-

ial candidate of the
Social Democratic Party
(SDP), Adewole Adebayo, has
explained how his plan to
reduce petrol prices to N200
per litre would be achieved
when elected as President in
2027.

His proposal, according to
him, will include a domestic
crude oil supply arrange-
ment that would prioritise

-
al

local refining to shield
Nigerian consumers from
international market price
fluctuations.

Adebayo said his proposal
would involve allocating
445,000 barrels of crude oil
daily to domestic refineries,
which would process the
crude and supply petroleum
products for local consump-
tion under a framework
designed to lower petrol
prices.

OWEVER, the Chief
xecutive Officer of the
Centre for the Promotion of
Private Enterprise (CPPE), Dr
Muda Yusuf, has accused
political parties of failing to
explain how theywould fund
their promises on jobs, fuel
prices and the cost of living
ahead of the 2027 general
elections.

Read the remaining part of this

story on www.guardian.ng
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Founder and Executive Vice Chairman, Baywood Group, Chris Baywood Ibe (left); Controller-General, Lagos State Fire and Rescue Service, Margaret
Adeseye, representing Lagos State Deputy Governor; Public Relations Officer (PRO) of the Service, Shakiru Amodu; Managing Director, CBI Digital
Media, Gbenga Adehija, and Lagos State African Democratic Congress (ADC) gubernatorial candidate, Ghadebo Rhodes-Vivour, during the Burning
Point: Inside Lagos Fire Documentary premiere and stakeholders’ dialogue, organised by CBI News in Lagos, yesterday. PHOTO: AYODELE ADENIRAN

OAU clarifies admission policy, reaffirms commitment to merit, equity

By Opeyemi Babalola

E management of
Obafemi Awolowo
University (OAU), Ile-Ife, has
denied allegations of aban-
donment of merit and a
deliberate effort to sideline
Yoruba students in the
admission process for the
2025/2026 academic session.
In a statement yesterday, the
university's Public Relations
Officer (PRO), Abiodun
Olarewaju, while debunking
the allegations made by Akin

Denies allegation of ethnic discrimination

Okunowo, a self-acclaimed
National Leader of Anti-Cult
Activities in Nigeria, clarified
that the university’s admis-
sion, renowned for its endur-
ing reputation rooted in
intellectual rigour, academic
distinction and the pursuit of
excellence, is conducted
based on candidates' per-
formance, the number of
available  spaces, pro-
gramme-specific require-
ments and the applicable

admission criteria.

He stated that the criteria are
within the framework of
national policies, regulatory
requirements and admission
guidelines established by the
Federal Government and the
relevant statutory authorities
responsible for university
education in Nigeria.

He said: "The Federal
Government's admission
framework incorporates con-
siderations of merit, geo-

graphical representation and
the need to promote educa-
tional access and national
integration. These considera-
tions are reflected in the
admission policies applica-
ble to federal tertiary institu-
tions, including the princi-
ples underpinning catch-
ment areas and the policy for
educationally disadvantaged
states, as applicable under
the relevant guidelines."

Read the remaining part of this
story on www.guardian.ng

Hamzat, others urge united efforts to halt fire outbreaks

By Victor Gbonegun
IéGOS State  Deputy
overnor, Dr Obafemi
Hamzat, yesterday, charged
residents, market associa-
tions, government agencies
and other critical stakehold-
ers to deepen commitment
to learning, improving coor-
dination, and strengthening
public awareness about fire
disasters to avert potential
loss of lives and property.

He said that no single insti-
tution could achieve fire safe-
ty in isolation but through
effective and efficient inter-

agency coordination.
Hamzat gave the charge dur-
ing the "Screening of burning
point: Inside Lagos fire," a
documentary premiere and
stakeholders’ dialogue
organised by CBI digital
media, a member company
of Baywood Group, in Lagos.
The panellists include
Country Director, ActionAid
Nigeria, Andrew Mamedu;
Assistant Executive Director,
Corporate Accountability
and Public Participation
Africa (CAPPA), Zikorah Ibeh;
ADC gubernatorial candidate

for Lagos State, Gbadebo
Rhodes-Vivour; and Public
Relations Officer, Lagos State
Fire and Rescue Service,
Shakira Amodu, who spoke
on: "Beyond the flames:
Rethinking disaster pre-
paredness, response and
accountability in Nigeria."
The deputy governor, repre-
sented by the Director, Lagos
State Fire and Rescue Service,
Margaret Adeseye, said every
fire risk corrected before an
incident is an opportunity to
prevent injury, loss of life,
and economic disruptions.

Hamzat also appealed to
stakeholders to prioritise pre-
vention, maintain opera-
tional readiness, and ensure
that emergency responders
have the support they need.

Founder & Executive Vice
Chairman, Baywood Group,
Chris Baywood Ibe, said that
the critical conversation cen-
tred on how we prepare
more effectively for emergen-
cies, strengthen response sys-
tems and improve accounta-
bility to protect lives.

Read the remaining part of this
story on www.guardian.ng

Nigeria

From Joel Oladele, Abuja
E  Nigerian-American

Chamber of Commerce
(NACC) has organised an
exclusive executive breakfast
roundtable discussion aimed
atenlightening Nigerian busi-
ness leaders, investors and
high-net-worth individuals
on opportunities available
through the United States EB-
5 Immigrant Investor
Programme.

A statement signed by
Deputy President of the
Nigerian-American Chamber
of Commerce, Ehi Braimabh,
stated that the event, held
recently, focused on the
theme, “Exploring the U.S. EB-
5 Immigrant Investor
Programme: A Strategic
Pathway to U.S. Permanent
Residency and  Global
Mobility.”

The discussion was designed
to provide insights into how
eligible investors can leverage
the EB-5 programme to pur-
sue permanent residency in
the United States through
qualifying investments,
among others.

EANWHILE, Speaker of
the House of
Representatives, Tajudeen
Abbas, has assured American
investors of business opportu-
nities and security in Nigeria,
urging them to explore the
country's economic potential.
Abbas, represented by the
House Majority Leader, Julius
Ihonvbere, gave the assurance
yesterday in Abuja when a del-
egation of the United States
Chamber of Commerce visit-
ed him.

Rise Networks partners
INEC, hig techs on Al
hackathon ahead of

2027 polls

By Opeyemi Babalola

ISE Networks, in collabora-

ion with the Independent
National Electoral
Commission (INEC), Meta,
Google, Microsoft and other
partners, has launched an
Artificial Intelligence (AI)
hackathon to develop tech-
nology solutions to electoral
challenges ahead of Nigeria’s
2027 general elections.
According to a statement yes-
terday, the #Al4Elections
Hackathon 2026-2027 will
bring together Nigerian
developers, researchers, uni-
versity students, electoral
experts, and civil society
organisations to develop prac-
tical, responsible Al tools to
support electoral processes.

Participants will be compet-
ing for N10 million in cash
prizes across all categories.
The overall winner will receive
N4 million, while the second-
and third-place winners will
receive N2.5 million and N1.5
million, respectively.

Four additional awards of
N500,000 each will recognise
outstanding projects in
research and policy innova-
tion, electoral and civic inclu-
sion and others.
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PETAN rallies S6b investment to raise oil output to 3m barrels

By Waliat Musa

E Petroleum Technology
Association of Nigeria
(PETAN) has estimated that
the country needs about $6
billion in oil and gas equip-
ment and hardware to raise
crude oil production to three
million barrels per day, identi-
fying funding constraints,
inadequate infrastructure
and skills gaps as major chal-
lenges to achieving the target.
PETAN Chairman, Wole

Delta APC pledges
issue-based campaign,
warns against electoral
violence

Group rallies Cross River
youths for Tinubu, Otu
From Monday Osayande, Asaba
E All Progressives

Congress (APC) in Delta
State has pledged to conduct
an issue-based campaign
ahead of the 2027 general
elections, warning politicians
and their supporters against
violence, inflammatory state-
ments, and other actions that
could threaten the prevailing
peace in the state.

The party also declared that
it would not resort to elec-
toral malpractice, insisting
that its campaign would be
anchored on the perfor-
mance of President Bola
Tinubu's administration at
the federal level and
Governor Sheriff
Oborevwori's government in
Delta State.

The Chairman of the Media
and Publicity Committee of
the Delta State APC Campaign
Council, Mr Charles Aniagwu,
gave the assurance yesterday
in Asaba while unveiling the
committee's members to
journalists.

2027: Udey rallies
constituents for Mbah,
Tinubu'’s re-election

Group endorses Otti,
Anyaso, rejects third-term
bid for Bende Reps

By Silver Nwokoro

E Chief of Staff to the
Enugu State Governor,
Victor Udeh, has urged mem-
bers of the All Progressives
Congress (APC) in Enugu West
Senatorial District to mobilise
support for the re-election of
Governor  Peter  Mbah,
President Bola Tinubu and
other party candidates in the
2027 general elections.

Udeh made the call at the APC
Enugu West Zonal Meeting
held at the Awgu Local Council
Headquarters at the weekend,
citing the Mbah administra-
tion’s investments in educa-
tion, healthcare, aviation and
infrastructure as reasons for
the people to support the gov-
ernment’s development agen-
da.

He highlighted the establish-
ment of Enugu Air, the con-
struction of 268 Smart Green
Schools and 260 Type-2
Primary Healthcare Centres, as
well as the ongoing interna-
tional hospital project.

Ogunsanya, disclosed this at a
media roundtable organised
by theassociation in Lagos yes-
terday, where he called for
strategic investment,
improved access to financing
and stronger local capacity to
unlock Nigeria's oil and gas
potential.

He said Nigeria had the
resources and market to
expand production butlacked
sufficient wells, surface equip-
ment and  midstream
pipelines to bridge the gap
between existing output and
the country's potential
requirements.

"So, we estimated that we
need about $6 billion of equip-
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ment and hardware to get to
that three million barrels of
oil thatwe need to get," he said
He explained that the indus-
try's capacity constraints had
become more pressing as
refining investments expand-
ed, with the Dangote
Petroleum Refinery, the
planned rehabilitation of the
Nigerian National Petroleum
Company Limited’s (NNPCL)
refineries and other proposed
private projects creating addi-
tional demand for crude oil.
According to him, Nigeria
currently produces about 1.7
million barrels of oil daily,
while the country's refining
capacity could reach approxi-

mately three million barrels
daily if the planned and exist-
ing projects achieve their
potential.

He cited the Dangote refin-
ery's 650,000 barrels-per-day
capacity, the NNPC refineries’
combined potential capacity
of 450,000 barrels daily and
the proposed 350,000 barrels-
per-day refinery by BUA
Group, alongside plans by
Dangote to expand its facility.

However, he noted that the
NNPC refineries still needed to
be restored to operation,
adding that the national oil
company was working with
Chinese partners on a rehabil-
itation arrangement.

Ogunsanya said the growing
refining capacity presented
an opportunity for Nigeria to
sustain crude production
even when international oil
prices declined, rather than
allowing the industry to fol-
low the boom-and-bust pat-
tern that had characterised its
operations.

"Because we need to feed our
refinery. People in Nigeria will
continue to drive. Whether
the oil price is high or low, the
refined products are going to
be exported,” he added.

The PETAN chairman argued
that sustained production
would require deliberate
planning and investment in

Bayelsa State Governor, Douye Diri (left), Vice Chancellor, Bayelsa Medical University (BMU), Prof. Dimie Ogoina; Commissioner for Education, Dr
Gentle Emelah; Secretary to the State Government, Prof. Nimibofa Ayawei, and other officials of the university during the unveiling of Robotic
Tutors, other digital learning tools, and inauguration of two auditoriums at the BMU campus in Yenagoa, yesterday.

FG, trade unions seek social protection for informal workers

E Federal Government
and the Organisation of
Trade Unions of West Africa
(OTUWA) have called for
expanded social protection
coverage, particularly for
workers in the informal econ-
omy across West Africa.

The call was made yesterday
at the opening of a two-day
regional workshop organ-
ised by OTUWA in collabora-
tion with the Danish Trade
Union Development Agency

(DTDA) in Abuja.
The Minister of Labour and
Employment, Dr

Muhammad Dingyadi, said
millions of workers
remained excluded from for-

mal social security systems
despite their contributions to
economic growth, agricul-
ture, trade and other produc-
tive activities.

Dingyadi, represented by the
Assistant Director, Social
Security in the ministry, Mr
Aper Ifi, described social pro-
tection as fundamental to
safeguarding human dignity,
reducing poverty and pro-
moting equality.

According to him, expand-
ing social protection cover-
age is essential to ensuring
that workers, irrespective of
their employment status,
have access to adequate
social security benefits.

“It helps in reducing poverty,
promoting equality and
ensuring that no worker is left
behind,” the minister said.

He urged governments, trade
unions, employers and devel-
opment partners to move
beyond policy discussions
and take practical steps
towards making social protec-
tion accessible, affordable,
inclusive and sustainable.

Dingyadi also called on trade
unions to champion univer-
sal social protection by organ-
ising informal economy
workers and ensuring that
vulnerable groups were ade-
quately represented in
national and regional policy

decisions. He expressed opti-
mism that the workshop
would produce practical rec-
ommendations, strengthen
regional cooperation and
promote the portability of
social security benefits where

applicable.
The Acting President of
OTUWA, Mrs Sophie

Kourouma, said social protec-
tion coverage in West Africa
stood at 16 per cent, below the
African average of 19.1 per
cent.

“West Africa is lagging
behind the rest of the regions
on our continent in social
protection coverage,”
Kourouma said.

NYSC, UNN disowned Nnaji’s certificates, ICPC witness tells court

From Ameh Ochajila, Abuja

FEDERAL High Court in
buja yesterday heard
that the University of Nigeria,
Nsukka (UNN) and the
National Youth Service Corps
(NYSC) disowned the degree
and discharge certificates
allegedly presented by for-
mer Minister of Innovation,
Science and Technology,
Uche Nnaji, to the Senate dur-

ing his screening.
An investigator with the
Independent Corrupt

Practices and Other Related
Offences Commission (ICPC),
Yakubu Ibrahim, disclosed
this while testifying as the
first prosecution witness in

the trial of the former minis-
ter.

Nnaji is facing a six-count
charge marked
FHC/ABJ/CR/389/2026, bor-
dering on alleged corrup-
tion, fraud, conferring cor-
rupt advantage and provid-
ing false information
through the alleged presen-
tation of forged university
degree and national service
certificates.

Led in evidence by the prose-
cution counsel, J. A. Mumini,
the ICPC investigator said he
was partofthe agency’s team
that investigated two peti-
tions against the defendant.

He told the court that the
team wrote to UNN to

authenticate the Bachelor of
Science  certificate  in
Microbiology/Biochemistry
that Nnaji allegedly submit-
ted to the Senate.

He said the university
responded that it did not
issue the certificate. The wit-
nessadded that the team also
contacted the NYSC regard-
ing a 1989 discharge certifi-
cate that the defendant
allegedly presented.

He said the NYSC equally
responded that it did not
issue the certificate. Ibrahim
further told the court that
UNN supplied the investiga-
tors with the defendant's
academic records, including
a notice of withdrawal

issued over his failure to
obtain the required grade in
acourse.

When shown copies of the
correspondence between
the ICPC and the two institu-
tions, the witness identified
them, after which the prose-
cution sought to tender
them in evidence.

Defence counsel, Wole
Olanipekun, said he would
allow the documents to be
admitted at that stage but
reserve his objection until
later. On the steps taken to
interview the defendant,
Ibrahim said the head of his
section issued an invitation,
but investigators could not
locate his address.

equipment before prices
improved, allowing Nigeria to
respond quickly when market
conditions become
favourable.

He said the country had
struggled to produce enough
crude despite the recovery in
oil prices following the
COVID-19 pandemic, while
producers elsewhere had con-
tinued preparing their opera-
tions to apitalize on market
opportunities.

Faro seeks audit of
2023 elections

From Adewale Momoh, Akure
E Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) candidate for
Akure North/Akure South
Federal Constituency in Ondo
State, Babatunde Faro, has
called for a comprehensive
audit of the country's last gen-
eral election and urgent
reforms by the Independent

National Electoral
Commission (INEC) ahead of
the 2027 polls.

According to Faro, unresolved
failures in electronic transmis-
sion and voter accreditation
could erode public confi-
dence.

The PDP candidate, who stat-
ed this during a press briefing
in Akure, the state capital,
urged INEC to identify the
shortcomings recorded in pre-
vious elections and the coun-
try's effective measures before
the next general election.

He said the commission must
address the reported failure of
the electronic transmission
system and the Bimodal Voter
Accreditation System (BVAS),
which he said produced chaos
during the last presidential
election, and ensure that vot-
ers' choices are respected.

Diri unveils digital learing
innovations at Bayelsa
varsity

OVERNOR of Bayelsa State,
ouye Diri, has unveiled
Artificial Intelligence (AIpow-
ered robotic tutors and other
digital learning innovations at
the Bayelsa Medical University
(BMU), Yenagoa, as part of
efforts toadvance medical edu-
cation, research and techno-
logical development in the
State.

The innovations were
unveiled yesterday alongside
the university's 2025-2029
Strategic Plan, with the gover-
nor urging the institution to
deploy technology to improve
teaching, learning and
research without replacing
physical classroom interac-
tions and the mentorship role
oflecturers.

Diri described the initiative as
a significant step towards
modernising medical educa-
tion but stressed that digital
tools must complement
human instruction and make
learning more interactive.

He challenged the university's
management to translate its
strategic plan into measurable
improvements in academic
standards, research, infrastruc-
ture and the quality of gradu-
ates.
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Senate: Northern caucus seeks security base in River Benue axis

From John Akubo, Abuja

RRIED about the
deadly attack on Binari
community in  Karim
Lamido Local Council Area
of Taraba State, in which
about 50 people were killed,
the Northern Senators
Forum has called for a
Forward Operating Base
along the River Benue corri-
dor to stem terrorist attacks
and killings.
The forum also demanded
intelligence-led  patrols

Court rejects el-Rufai’s
no-case pleain
phone-tapping trial
From Ameh Ochojila, Abuja

FEDERAL High Court in
buja has rejected the
no-case submission by the
former governor of Kaduna
State, Nasir el-Rufai, in his
ongoing trial over an alleged
unlawful interception of the
telephone communications
of the National Security
Adviser (NSA), Nuhu Ribadu.
Dismissing the no-case sub-
mission yesterday on the
grounds of sufficient evi-
dence, Justice  Joyce
Abdulmalik asked el-Rufai to
enter his defence, if he so
wishes, and adjourned the
case till November 25 for
defence.

The former governor is
being prosecuted by the
Department of State Services
(DSS) on a five-count amend-
ed charge.

Representing the prosecu-
tion during the hearing of
the no-case submission on
September 22, Oluwole
Aladedoye, SAN, had faulted
the no-case submission, urg-
ing the court to dismiss it
and order the defendant to
enter his defence.

NDPHC begins
N75MVA power project

in Kaduna community
By Waliat Musa

AtFTERB years of poor elec-
ricity supply, residents
and businesses at Rigasa
community in Igabi Local
Council Area of Kaduna State
are set to benefit from
improved electricity supply
following the commence-
ment of a Niger Delta Power
Holding Company Limited
(NDPHC) project designed to
address years of inadequate
power access.

The project, which includes
a two-kilometre 11kV line, a
1.5-kilometre 33kV line and a
7.5MVA, 33/11kV injection sub-
station, is expected to
strengthen electricity distri-
bution in the community.

Facilitated by the Bola
Ahmed Tinubu Ideological
Group (BAT-IG), the project
reached a major milestone
yesterday with a ground-
breaking ceremony per-
formed by Kaduna State
Governor, Uba Sani.

The governor, represented
by the Deputy Governor, Dr
Hadiza Balarabe, described
the NDPHC intervention as a
life-saving initiative that
would ease the community’s
longstanding  electricity
challenges.

* Qver 50 victims buried after Taraba gunmen attack

along the Kompany-Asusar
route to prevent further
killings ang protect vulnera-
ble communities.

The attack last Friday
reportedly claimed the lives
of worshippers, vigilantes,
women and children short-
ly after Juma’at prayers in
Karim-Lamido Local
Council Area.

In a condolence message
yesterday, the chairman of
the orum, Senator

b

Abdulaziz Musa Yar'Adua,
described the killings as bar-
baric and expressed sympa-
thy with the bereaved fami-
lies and the government.
According to the senators,
the proposed Forward
Operating Base and intelli-
gence-driven patrols along
the Kompany-Asusar route
would improve surveillance
and help prevent further
attacks.
The forum urged the

police, Department of State
Services (DSS) and the
Nigeria Security and Civil
Defence Corps to strengthen
O}Jerations and coordinate
efforts to restore security. It
stressed that the response
must go beyond relief efforts
to the identification and
prosecution of the perpetra-
tors.

The forum also appealed to
the National Emergency
Management Agency and
well-meaning Nigerians to
provide urgent humanitari-
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an assistance to affected resi-
dents, particularly displaced
families.

Meanwhile, a resident of
Binnari community told BBC
Hausa that the attack has left
the community in fear and
confusion, recalling that the
attackers invaded the com-
munity on no fewer than 150
motorcycles and started
shooting indiscriminately.

For their part, the Taraba
State Police Command said
the death toll has reached
48, with the police

Director, General Services, National Youth Service Corps (NYSC), Mrs Yetunde Baderinwa (left); representative of the Director-General, Nura Umar; and
the Director, Community Development Service and Special Projects, Chiwendu Chukwu, during the maiden workshop organised for NYSC Occupational
Health, Safety and Environment Schedule Officers in Abuja yesterday.
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NSA, UN warn terrorists using Al to recruit, spread fear across Africa

From Sodiq Omolaoye, Abuja

RRORIST groups are
increasingly exploiting
artificial intelligence (Al),
digital platforms and syn-
thetic media to recruit mem-
bers, spread fear and expand
their operations across
Africa, the National Security
Adviser (NSA), Nuhu Ribadu,
and United Nations Deputy
Secretary-General, Amina
Mohammed, have warned.
They spoke yesterday at the
opening of the High-Level
African Lessons Learned
Forum on Counter-
Terrorism  Cooperation,
Intelligence Sharing and
Emerging Technologies in
Abuja.

Hosted by the National
Counter Terrorism Centre
(NCTC) of the Office of the
National Security Adviser,
the forum aims to strength-

en intelligence sharing,
regional cooperation, and
technology-driven respons-
es to terrorism and violent
extremism across the conti-
nent.

In his keynote address,
Ribadu said Africa was fac-
ing an increasingly complex
security environment, with
terrorist groups exploiting
porous borders, local griev-
ances, illicit financial net-
works, misinformation and
online radicalisation to
advance their activities.

According to him, the
evolving threats require sus-
tained cooperation,
stronger intelligence coordi-
nation and  practical
exchanges of experience
among African countries.

The NSA said Al, digital
communications, encrypted
platforms, drones, synthetic

media and other technologi-
cal tools were reshaping the
threat landscape, present-
ing risks when exploited by
terrorist grm(ljps.

However, adding that they
also offer “opportunities for
early warning, threat analy-
sis, digital investigation,
strategic communications,
border security and the pro-
tection of vulnerable com-
munities,” Ribadu said, “our
task is to ensure that tech-
nology is used responsibly,
lawfully and effectively in
support of peace and securi-

He noted that Nigeria had
adopted a whole-of-govern-
ment and whole-of-society
approach to counter-terror-
ism and to prevent and
counter violent extremism.

According to him, intelli-
gence sharing is central to

effective cooperation
because terrorist networks
operate across borders, com-
municate through multiple
platforms and finance their
activities through transna-
tional channels.

He called on participants to
develop concrete outcomes,
including stronger profes-
sional networks, training
opportunities and sustained
technical cooperation
among African counter-ter-
rorism institutions.

In her remarks delivered
virtually, Mohammed noted
that terrorism has claimed
lives, displaced communi-
ties, closed schools and
health facilities, disrupted
markets and undermined
development in parts of
Africa, including the Lake
Chad Basin and areas of east-
ern and southern Africa.

One-third of Nigerian children trapped in child labour, says IFl

From Emest Nzor, Abuja

BOUT one-third of
igerian children aged
between five and 17 years are
estimated to be engaged in
child labour, whic% affects
their education and exposes
millions to workplace
injuries, an Inclusive Futures
Initiative (IFI) report has
claimed.

The report estimates that
out of 62.9 million Nigerian
children in the age bracket,
approximately 24.6 million
are involved in child labour,
highlighting the persistent
challenges in protecting
children’s rights and ensur-
ing access to education.

IFI Executive Director, Lucy
Okonkwo, disclosed this in

Abuja during the presenta-
tion of the report and the
unveiling of IFI's inaugural
knowledge products.

Of the figures, about 22 per
cent of girls are reportedly
prevented from attending
school by their families. Also,
over 30 per cent of Nigerian
girls marry before the age of
18, and 123 per cent marry
before turnin% 15, with
Bauchi State having the
highest rate.

She explained that the
knowledge products are
aimed at strengthening the
protection of women, chil-
dren and young people
through evid}:ence- ased pol-
icy-making, institutional col-
laboration and improved
accountability.

Okonkwo added that evi-
dence-based interventions
were critical to identifying
gaps in existing policies and
developing effective
responses to the problems
confronting women, chil-
dren and young people.

Meanwhile, IFl board mem-
ber, Adenike Aloba, said
Nigeria has invested consid-
erable resources in advoca-
cy, research and pro-
grammes to advance the
rights of women, children
and young people.

However, Aloba noted that
many challenges have per-
sisted because interventions
were often implemented in
isolation. To that end, she
said IFI was promotinﬁ asys-
tems-based approach that

would enable organisations
to identify dgaps, share
expertise, and coordinate
their activities to achieve
measurable results.

Also, the Chief Executive
Officer of Luminate, Melanie
Hui, said that the growing
influence of technology
across sectors had made col-
laboration  increasingly
important for tackling
emerging social challenges.

She stressed that support-
ing initiatives such as IFI
would help communities
shape a digital future that
reflects their aspirations,
rather than allowing tech-
nology companies to
become the sole determi-
nants of how digital tech-
nologies affect people’s lives.

spokesperson, Victor
Mshelizah, saying the figure
increased after 23 additional
bodies were recovered on
Sunday.

The police added thatinves-
tigations showed that some
victims drowned while try-
ing to escape from the
attackers, while others were
killed in nearby forests.

However, residents main-
tain that over 50 people died
in the incident for which no
group has yet claimed
responsibility.

Kwara community rejects
gov’s chosen monarch

From Mansur Aramide, llorin

’IHERE is tension at Ayedun
town in Oke-Ero Local
Council Area of Kwara State
following the people’s rejec-
tion of the appointment of
Jide Towoju as the new tradi-
tional ruler.

In a protest letter to
Governor  AbdulRahman
AbdulRazaq, the traditional
ruling houses of Ayedun
described the appointment
as contrary to custom, tradi-
tion and the law, calling foran
urgent reversal of Towoju’s
appointment to avert a break-

own of law and order.

Signed on behalf of the king-
dom by the Head of Ile Ala
Ruling House, Emmanuel
Arifajogun, and the Head of
Ebiohun Ruling House,
Simeon Fadeyi, the petition
insisted that the right to nom-
inate a candidate to fill the
vacant stool falls exclusively
on the royal houses, in accor-
dance with the extantlaw and
Ayedun’s age-old custom.

According to the petitioners,
the state government
announced Towoju as the
new first-class traditional
ruler on October 23, as against
Oluyemi Adetiba, from the Ile-
Ala Ruling House, whose
nomination was duly submit-
ted by the ruling houses and
the kingmakers’ council after
performing all necessary tra-
ditional rites and consulta-
tions.

Sowore mobilises
Abuja residents for
Tinubu-Must-Go rally

E presidential candidate

of the African Action

Congress (AAC), Omoyele

Sowore, has announced plans

for a mega campaign against

President Bola Tinubu’s
administration in Abuja.

Addressing his supporters
yesterday at the Federal High
Court in Abuja after a hearing
in the case filed against him by
the Department of State
Services (DSS) for allegedl
calling Tinubu a criminal,
Sowore said the Tinubu-Must-
Go rally would commence in
the nation’s capital today.

He urged his supporters to
mobilise other residents of
the Federal Capital Territory to
participate in the rally, pre-
dicting that a revolution was
about to begin in Nigeria.

According to the activist, rev-
olutions are taking place in
France and other developed
countries, and it is time for
Nigeria to experience its own.
Sowore said Nigeria has little
time left before Tinubu’s
regime becomes a thing of the
past, adding that the current
affliction shall never be inflict-
ed on citizens a second time.
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60 Years Strong!

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR 60TH BIRTHDAY

The Chair!

Wole Adewunmi

Some leaders are
followed. The best are
loved.

Wherever Wole Adewunmi walks in,
the room gets warmer. His
camaraderie turns colleagues into

family, and his friendship is the kind
that shows up early and stays late. He

) listens with kindness, leads with
empathy, and is a calming influence
b who makes everyone feel they belong
\ § : b 2 B
i - B at the table.
| B 4
: 1 by | To our Chair: thank you for bein g a
L L . /4 pillar of support, and the brother,
' R friend and leader we are proud to call
S ik our own.

CAMARADERIE

EMPATHY

WITH LOVE AND ADMIRATION, PKJ]
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EY Entrepreneur
Of The Year™

2026 West Africa e [ ' " Shape the future
- fith confidence

all for
nomination

EY Entrepreneur Of The Year™ (EOQY) 2026 Award
EEN

Do you know a visionary entrepreneur who is transforming lives, creating jobs, driving
innovation, delivering long-term value, and contributing significantly to the economic
developments in Nigeria/Ghana?

EY invites nominations of exceptional entrepreneurs in Nigeria and Ghana whose
achievements, leadership, and impact deserve recognition locally and globally.

EY Entrepreneur Of The Year™ (EQY) is the only global program for entrepreneurs of its
kind that celebrates, connects, and supports entrepreneurs as they unlock their ambitions.

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

Be business founders, co-founders, or principal owners of a legally registered business operating in Nigeria/Ghana.
Demonstrate exceptional entrepreneurial leadership and innovation.

Have a verifiable track record of business growth and sustainability.

Create measurable economic and/or social impact through employment generation, community development,
innovation, or industry leadership.

Maintain high standards of integrity, governance, and ethical business conduct.

AWARD CATEGORIES WHY NOMINATE?

Emerging Entrepreneur This Award seeks to shine a spotlight on remarkable
Master Entrepreneur entrepreneurs who are:

Driving economic growth
EACH NOMINATION SHOULD INCLUDE RSB DV I ADE CHERIEDEES
»  Solving societal challenges through innovation

Nominee's full name and contact details " : -
Inspiring the next generation of business leaders

Company name and business profile

Summary of entrepreneurial achievements

Evidence of business impact and innovation

Supporting documents or references (where applicable)

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: 13 NOVEMBER 2026 FOR ENQUIRIES, CONTACT:

Submit nominations electronically via: Philip (Philip.Okafor@ng.ey.com)

https://bit.ly/4jrIFzz +234 811209 3118

Dorothy (eyghana@gh.ey.com)
+233 509776706

er. The better the world works.
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Trapped demolition worker found dead as LASEMA concludes rescue operatlon

A
¥
/

By Bertram Nwannekanma

A worker trapped beneath
the rubble of a storey
building that collapsed during
manual demolition at
Adedoyin Street, Ijegun,
Ikotun, Lagos, has been
recovered dead, the Lagos State
Emergency Management
Agency (LASEMA) has said.
The recovery brought the
rescue operation at the scene
to an end following the
collapse, which was reported
at about 1:44 p.m. yesterday.
Another worker, who
sustained an injury to his
hand, had been taken to
hospital for treatment before
the emergency response team
arrived.

Inan update on the incident,
LASEMA’s Permanent
Secretary, Dr Olufemi
Damilola Oke-Osanyintolu,

Emergency agency clears three traffic incidents across Lagos

said the agency’s response
team, working with personnel
from its Cappa and Igando
bases, the Lagos State Fire and
Rescue Service and the Lagos
State Ambulance Service
(LASAMBUS), successfully
extricated the trapped worker.
He said the victim was
recovered dead, adding that
the body was placed ina body
bag and handed over to the
Nigeria Police Force, Ikotun
Division, in the presence of the
Divisional Police Officer.

The body was subsequently
released to the family in line
with established procedures.

The scene has been cordoned
off to prevent further hazards
and allow the relevant
authorities to assess the site.

The Lagos State Government
expressed condolences to the

Rights groups advocate stronger laws,
safer schools to end child marriage

By Isaac Chibuife
MEN'’S rights organi-
sations have called for
stricter enforcement of child-
protection laws, safer schools
and better access to educa-
tion to protect girls from
child marriage in Nigeria.

The organisations, operating
under the Renewed Women'’s
Voice and Leadership Nigeria
(RWVL-N) Project, urged gov-
ernments, parents and com-
munity leaders to challenge
practices that push girls into
early marriage and support
them to complete their edu-
cation.

The call was made during ac-
tivities marking the Interna-
tional Month of the Girl-Child,
themed, “End Child Marriage;
Invest in Girls’ Rights.”

The activities featured
schools’ engagements, de-
bates, drama presentations
and online discussions aimed
at raising awareness of the
dangers of child marriage
and promoting girls’ rights.

In Abuja, the Association of
Women in Social Work and
Humanitarian Activities Net-
work (ASWHAN) engaged

students and teachers at
Spiritan International Girls
Secondary School, Lugbe,
urging parents and
guardians to prioritise girls’
education and protect them
from early marriage.

In Bauchi, the Fahimta
Women and Youth Devel-
opment Initiative (FAWOY-
DI) brought together
schoolgirls from Alkaleri,
Bauchi and Ganjuwa local
councils at Government
Girls College, Bauchi, for a
drama presentation and de-
bate on ending child mar-
riage.

FAWOYDI’s Executive Di-
rector, Amina Suleiman, said
early marriage robs girls of
their childhood, interrupts
their education and exposes
them to adult responsibili-
ties before they are ready.

She, therefore, called for
stronger child-protection
systems, safer schools, men-
torship opportunities, vo-
cational training and life-
skills development to help
girls resist early marriage
and build independent fu-
tures.

deceased’s family and wished
the injured worker a speedy
recovery. It also pledged to
investigate the circumstances
surrounding the collapse and
determine whether building
control regulations were
observed.

The government urged
developers, property owners
and contractors to comply
with building regulations
and engage qualified
professionals for demolition
and construction work to
prevent similar incidents.

Meanwhile, LASEMA said its
response teams had
concluded operations at
three other traffic-related
incidents across the state.

At Iyana-Oworo, inward
Third Mainland Bridge, the
agency's Tiger Team from the

C3 Base responded to an
accident involving a Lexus
Jeep with registration
number BDG 404 KA, which
reportedly somersaulted
after the driver lost control.

The vehicle was extensively
damaged, whilean adultmale
sustained injuries and had
been taken to hospital before
responders arrived. No death
was recorded.

The team secured the scene,
managed trafficand arranged
fora private tow truckto move
thevehicle toalay-by, restoring
normal traffic flow.

Inanotherincident,an empty
gas tanker with registration
numberT30015LAreportedly
suffered brake failure while
ascending the hilly Paramount
Road near Okeabata Junction,
along Ayetoro Road, Epe.

%
Rescuers extricating the trapped victim

EFCC arraigns businessman over alleged N23 million theft

By Yetunde Ayobami Ojo
THE Economicand Financial
Crimes Commission (EFCC)
yesterday arraigned a
businessman, Oladipo Akanle,
and his company, Avalanche
Trade 1307, before a Lagos State
High Court sitting in Ikeja
over the alleged theft of N23
million mistakenly transferred
into his Zenith Bank account.
The EFCC prosecutor, James
Banjo, told the court that the
money belonged to Chinedu
lyizoba and was allegedly

stolen by the defendants after
itwas erroneously transferred
into Akanle’s account in
January 2023.

Banjo said the alleged offence
contravened Section 278(2)(a) of
the Criminal Law of Lagos State,
2011

Akanle, however, pleaded not
guilty to the charge.

Following the plea, the
prosecutor asked the court to
fix a trial date and remand the
defendant in a correctional
centre. He also informed the

court that the defence counsel,
Lanre Ogunlese, had just served
him with a bail application.

Moving the application,
Ogunlese urged the court to
release his client to him,
assuring the judge that he
would ensure Akanle attended
his trial.

The Senior Advocate told the
court that Akanle had refunded
N10 million, leaving an
outstanding balance of N13
million. He argued that the
amountstillin dispute was N13

million, rather than the original
N23 million, because of the part
payment.

Making a personal appeal for
leniency, Ogunlese described
Akanle as a son to him,
explaining that the defendant’s
late father was his former
schoolmate whodied ina plane
crash while travelling to Malawi.

Headded that the defendant’s
parents were family friends and
that he had promised to
personally handle the case
when he was contacted.

Court faults Lagos govt over failure to produce evidence in Adamakin suit

By Bertram Nwannekanma

USTICE Fimisola Azeez of

the Lagos State High Court
sitting in Ikeja, yesterday,
expressed displeasure with
the state government’s failure
to present facts and evidence
to support its position in a
suit filed by Adamakin
Investment & Works Limited
over restrictions placed on
the company’s land title
records.

When the suit marked No.
ID/8890GCM/2024 came up
yesterday, Justice Azeez
maintained that the

defendants had been given
sufficient time to present the
evidence supporting their
position.

The suit was filed by
Adamakin Investment &
Works Limited and its
chairman and promoter,
Akinfolabi Akindele, against
the Lagos State Attorney
General and other
government officials and
agencies over a restriction
reportedly placed on the
company’s title records at
the Lagos State Land Registry.

During the proceedings, a
representative of the Attorney

Ejigbo residents lament illegal dumpsite as LAWMA clears Oshodi waste backlog

The authority’s Director of
Public Affairs, Mukaila Sanusi,
denied that the agency had

By Eniola Daniel
R ESIDENTS of Iyana Ejigbo
n Lagos State have
expressed concern over the
continued use of an
unauthorised dumpsite in
their neighbourhood, nearly
two months after the Lagos
State Waste Management
Authority (LAWMA) promised
toinvestigate the matter and
take appropriate action.
The development comes as
LAWMA intensifies efforts to
clear accumulated refuse
across Oshodi, announcing
on October 25 that it had
evacuated the waste backlog

in Afariogun Ward and
handed the area over to its
Private Sector Participation
(PSP) operator for sustained
collection.

The contrasting situations
have raised concerns among
residents of Iyana Ejigbo,
where a pit stretching from
Apata to Pastor Ojediran Street
and adjoining streets has
allegedly been used for waste
disposal for months without
official approval.

The Guardian reported the
illegal dumping on September
11, 2026, prompting the
newspaper to contact LAWMA.

The |Ilegal dumpsne at Ejigbo

approved the site and
promised that appropriate
action would be taken.

PHOTO: ENIOLA DANIEL

Hot Lines: 08034990344 and 08160223638

General’s office told the court
that the government
intended to serve an
application relating to the
matter and was still awaiting
evidence in connection with
the case.

The explanation, however,
did not satisfy the court.

Justice Azeez rejected the
request for more time,
expressing displeasure that
the government had yet to
present the facts and
supporting evidence needed
to establish the basis of its
position.

The absence of Akindele’s

lawyer also featured in the
proceedings, although the
claimantwas present in court.

Police probe deaths of man, teenage
girl found in car in Rivers

From Godfrey Gabriel, Port Harcourt

HE Rivers State Police

Command has launched
an investigation into the
deaths ofaman and a teenage
girl whose bodies were found
inside a Toyota Corolla in
Mgboushimini community,
Obio/Akpor Local Council of
the state.

The command’s
spokesperson, ASP Blessing
Agabe, confirmed the incident
in a text message, saying an
investigation had commenced

to establish the circumstances
surrounding the deaths and
determine their cause.

She, however, did not provide
further details.

Unconfirmed reports
indicate that the man’s wife is
pregnant and had previously
confronted the girl over an
alleged relationship with her
husband.

The identities of the deceased
and the circumstances
surrounding their deaths had
yet to be officially established
as of yesterday.
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Kula boat tragedy: Four days of anguish as search ends with seven dead

From Ann Godwin, Port Harcourt

FOR four days, families in
Kula Kingdom, Rivers
State, clung to the hope that
their loved ones who disap-
peared after a boat incident
on the community’s water-
ways might still be found
alive. But on Saturday, that
hope gave way to grief when
the search teams recovered
the bodies of the last two
missing victims, bringing
the death toll to seven.

The victims were identified
as Davies Opiri, Secretary of
the Kula Community Devel-
opment Committee (CDC),
and David Sukubo, younger

brother of the Chairman of
the Eastern Zone of the [jaw
Youth Council (IYC), Datolu
Sukubo.

Their bodies were found
among the creeks and man-

roves around Robertkiri,

our days after the incident oc-
curred on Tuesday, October
20,2026.

Community leaders, divers,
local vigilantes and fisher-
men participated in the
search, combing the water-
ways for the missing men.
After the recovery, the bodies
were taken to the Abonnema
Divisional Police Headquar-
ters, where relatives identified
them before they were de-

posited at a morgue in Port
Harcourt.

The recovery ended the
search butdid little to ease the

; Sy

Group decries neglect of children with
disabilities, urges early intervention

By Eniola Daniel

NON-GOVERNMENTAL or-
Aganisation, Obimi, has de-
cried the neglect of children
living with disabilities in Nige-
ria, saying that poverty, stig-
ma and inadequate support
have forced some parents to
keep their children indoors,
denying them opportunities
tolearn, develop their abilities
and participate in the society.

The organisation, which said
ithad spent13years advocat-
inginclusion and supporting
persons with disabilities,
called for early diagnosis and
intervention to help affected
children reach their full po-
tential.

Its Founder, Helen Ewumi,
made the call during a com-
munity outreach in jaiye,
Itire, Lagos, where she dis-

tributed clothes, food items,
school bags, notebooks and fi-

Founder of Obimi, Helen Ewumi (left), members of the group and children with

disabilities during the event.

* | asked God if autism
was a punishment’

nancial assistance to persons
with disabilities and their
parents.

Ewumi, a UK-based social
worker, said caring for chil-
dren with disabilities should
be a national concern, urging
individuals, organisations
and government at all levels
towork together to promote
inclusion and eliminate stig-
ma.

Obimi, which means “my
parent” or “my parents”, ac-
cording to the organisation,
brought parents together to
reassure them that they were
not alone in their struggles
and to encourage them to
seek appropriate support for
their children.

“We brought parents of per-
sons living with disabilities to-

PHOTO: ENIOLA DANIEL

gether to show them that
they are not alone in their
struggles, that the condition
was not caused by witches or
witchcraft, and that it is not
their fault. God gave them
these children, and they need
to take care of them,” she said.

Comparing support systems
in the United Kingdom and
Nigeria, Ewumi said stigma re-
mained a challenge in both
countries, butaccess to early
intervention and specialised
services made a significant
difference.

She lamented that many
Nigerian children with dis-
abilities had never received
speech and language therapy
oradequate educationaland
psychological support, while
some had never attended
school.

“Through schooling, they can
unlock their full potential,
which otherwise remains hid-
den. It is stressful being a
caregiver, but no one sees
thataspect,” she said.
Drawing from her experience
as a parent of autistic chil-
dren, Ewumi said early inter-
vention had helped her chil-
dren thrive, attend school
and prepare for independ-
ent lives.

“They can get ljobs and get
married. [ think it is impor-
tant to establish this in Nige-
ria and work with govern-
mentatall levels,as well as or-
ganisations, to train teach-
ers,” she said.

anger in Kula Kingdom,
where community leaders
and youth organisations are
demanding accountability
R,

and compensation for the be-
reaved families.

The incident occurred while
a speedboat carrying 15 peo-
ple was reportedly caught up
in events surrounding the
departure of the Anambra
Basin, a crude oil vessel oper-
ated by Max Shipping Servic-
es Limited, a subsidiary of the
Ibeto Group, from the Kula
coastal waters after complet-
ing operations in the area.

Eight people survived, while
seven died.

The circumstances sur-
rounding the incident remain
disputed, with community
leaders alleging that the
deathsresulted from a delib-

HURIWA urges IGP to tackle bail extortion,
probe song threatening Enugu Christians

By Ayonote Clement

THE Human Rights Writ-
ers Association of Nigeria
(HURIWA) has urged the In-
spector-General of Police, Ril-
wan Disu, to establish a ded-
icated complaints line and
order unannounced inspec-
tions of police stations na-
tionwide to curb alleged bail
extortion and other human
rights abuses.

It also called on the police
and the Department of State
Services (DSS) to investigate
a song allegedly threaten-
ing an armed attack on Chris-
tians in Enugu State.

In separate statements yes-
terday and signed by its Na-
tional Coordinator, Em-
manuel Nnadozie Onwu-
biko, the Association said
the two issues required ur-
gent action to protect citi-
zens, strengthen accounta-
bility and prevent threats to
public safety from escalat-
ing.

On alleged police miscon-
duct, HURIWA said the police
leadership must move be-
%ond public assurances that

ailis free and demonstrate
its commitment to account-
ability through effective
monitoring, accessible com-
plaint channels and sanc-
tions against erring officers.

The Association, however,
expressed particular concern
about the Tiger Base facility
in Owerri, Imo State, which it
said, required urgent scruti-
ny. It also cited concerns
raised by civil society organ-

Police arrest two suspects over alleged theft, sexual assault in Ogun, C’River

From Segun Ayinde (Abeokuta)
and Tina Agosi Todo (Calabar)

HE police in Ogun and

Cross River states have ar-
rested two suspects in separate
cases involving alleged theft of
a motorcycle and a genera-
tor, and the rape of an 11-year-
old girl.

In Ogun State, operatives of
the state police command ar-
rested a man, Adam
Muhammed, in connection
with the alleged theft ofamo-
torcycle and a generator in
Itori, Ewekoro Local Council.

The suspect was arrested at
about 730 a.m. on Sunday af-
ter a motorist alerted the po-
lice to a suspicious tricycle
conveying the items.

The motorist reportedly sight-
ed an unregistered tricycle
carrying a grey Haojue Lady
motorcycleand a Firman gen-
erator, with two passengers on

board, at Onigbedu, Itori.

Suspecting that the items
might have been stolen, the
motorist alerted the police
while trailing the tricycle to
Complex Junction, Itori, to-
wards Papalanto.

The Police Public Relations Of-
ficer in Ogun State, Oluseyi
Babaseyi, confirmed the arrest
in a statement issued in

Abeokuta yesterday.

He said operatives of the
Ewekoro Divisional Police
Headquarters moved swiftly
to intercept the tricycle after
receiving the report.
According to him, the two oc-
cupants attempted to flee,
but Muhammed was appre-
hended after a chase, while ef-
forts were ongoing to arrest

his fleeing accomplice.

Babaseyi said preliminaryin-
vestigations had linked the
recovered motorcycle and gen-
erator to a reported theft in
Itori.

He added that the suspectre-
mained in custody as detec-
tives continued investigations
toestablish the circumstances
surrounding the incidentand
apprehend other persons in-
volved.

The Commissioner of Police,
Bode Ojajuni,commended the
operatives for their prompt
response and praised the mo-
torist for alerting the police.

Ojajuni said timely intelli-
gence and effective police ac-
tion were essential to pre-
venting crime and protecting

roperty.
I}-Ie,lzhg%fore, urged residents
toremain vigilant and report
suspicious movements and
activities promptly.

isations, including the
Amnesty International (AI),
over police conduct and al-
leged human rights viola-
tions in the state.

HURIWA alleged that some

police officers in Imo State de-
manded payment before ac-
cepting complaints or in-
vestigating reported crimes,
placing additional burdens
on victims seeking assis-
tance. It said similar con-
cerns had been raised in
Anambra, Lagos, Kaduna and
Rivers states.
The Association maintained
that police stations must re-
main accessible to all citi-
zens and must not become
places where unofficial pay-
ments determine access to
justice or personal liberty.

erate actrather than an acci-
dent. The Ibeto Group, how-
ever, had earlier denied direct
responsibility for the dispute
that preceded the incident.

Leader of the search and
rescue team and a promi-
nent Kula indigene, Sukubo
Sara-Igbe Sukubo, while
sEeakin after the recovery of
the final two bodies, accused
the company of being re-
sponsible for the deaths.

He alleged that the compa-
ny’s founder, Cletus Ibeto,
had threatened to crush and
kill anyone who attempts to
block the waterways to pre-
vent the vessel from leaving
the area.

“These are people who have
turned women into widows
and children into orphans.
Families have lost their bread-
winners, husbands, fathers,
brothers and other loved
ones,” he said.

Sukubo described the inci-
dentas adevastating loss for
the kingdom and threatened
to lead a mass protest to the
residence and business prem-
ises of the company’s founder
and its subsidiaries in Rivers
State.

“I have declared a 21-day
protest starting next week
with 51,000 youths and cas-
kets bearing the remains of
the victims,” he said.

“We shall protest to the res-
idence of Cletus Ibeto in Port
Harcourt and shut down all
his companies in Rivers State
until heis arrested by securi-
ty agencies and prosecuted
for murder.”

VACANCIES

1. DEPUTY REGISTRAR
Qualification:

minimal supervision
EXPERIENCE:

will be an added advantage

REMIUNERATION

Qualification.

bodies
EXPERIENCE:

REMUNERATION
Government Grade Level 8

Applications are invited from suitably qualified candidates
for employment into a Federal Government Established
Regulatory Body within the Built Industry with
Headquarters in Abuja and a Branch office in Lagos.

|. BSc. or HND in Estate Management

ii. Membership of the Nigerian Institution of Estate
Surveyors and Valuers - NIESV

iii. Registered by the Estate Surveyors and Valuers
Registration Board of Nigeria - ESVARBON

iv. Good Communication Skills and a Team Player

v. Must be Computer Literate and be able to work with

A minimum of six (6) years of post-registration experience
with the Board including service in a senior management
position within a practicing firm, a government parastatal
or a private real estate establishment.

Experience in public sector administration and operations

Government Grade Level 15
2. INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIST/DEVELOPER

I. B.Sc or HND in Computer Science or any related field.

ii. Certificate in Information Technology System Analysis,
Data Analysis, Data Networking, Information Security, Risk
Assessment and Computer Administration, Web
Development and Portal Development & Management

ii. Good Communication Skills

ivMembership of CPN, VIRA and other relevant professional

Minimum of 3 years post qualification experience

Interested Candidates who meet the above stated
requirements should send their applications and resume
with copies of their credentials within seven (7) days from

the date of this publication to:

climaxhr2@gmail.com
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Security agencies must move against violent rhetoric ahead of 2027

NIGERIA’S democracy cannot survive
on electoral and other laws alone if
politicians and their supporters keep
treating elections as battles to be won
through intimidation, threats,and the
open display of weapons. With the 2027
general elections approaching, the grow-
ing tendency among political actors to
deploy inflammatory rhetoric and cre-
ate an atmosphere of fear demands ur-
gent intervention by security agencies
and party leaders.

The detention of Aminu Abdullahi
Warkal, an aspirant for the Kano State
House of Assembly on the platform of
the Nigeria Democratic Congress (NDC),
over the alleged unlawful display of a
firearm ata political gathering is there-
fore a welcome development. It sends an
important message that political am-
bition does not confer immunity from
the law and that those who seek public
office must demonstrate respect for the
rules governing a democratic society.
That is how we can collectively ensure
Nigeria’s democracy survives.

Warkal, a loyalist of the Kwankwasiyya
Movement and a retired Nigerian Air
Force serviceman, was reportedly seen
in a viral video displaying what ap-
peared to be a pump-action rifle amid
supporters chanting political slogans.
The footage, which circulated on social
media as political activities gathered mo-
mentum ahead of the 2027 elections, re-
portedly caused apprehension among
members of the public.

The Kano State Police Command swift-
ly swung into action, inviting Warkal to
its headquarters in Bompai on the di-
rective of the Commissioner of Police,
Ibrahim Adamu Bakori. The suspected
arm-carrying politician has been de-

tained for interrogation. Police spokesper-
son Abdullahi Haruna Kiyawa confirmed
that the display of a firearm violates the
Firearms Act, as Warkal’s actions could in-
timidate citizens, incite fear and threaten
public peace.

The police have the mandate to investigate
such conduct. The possession and use of
firearms are matters regulated by law,
and political gatherings must notbecome
occasions for individuals to brandish
weapons to demonstrate influence, in-
timidate opponents or excite their fol-
lowers. We advise that the allegation
against Warkal be established through
due process. His political affiliation must
neither aggravate nor diminish his re-
sponsibility under the law. More impor-
tantly, the action must not remain an iso-
lated intervention against a political aspi-
rant outside the ruling party. It should
mark the beginning of a consistent, im-
partial campaign against political intimi-
dation and threats of violence across par-
ty lines.

Nigeria has witnessed too many elections
in which political competition degenerated
into hostility, violence and the suppression
of citizens’ freedom to make independent
choices. Such a climate does not emerge
overnight. It is often nurtured by reckless
statements from political leaders, threats
against perceived opponents and the fail-
ure of partyleadership to discipline mem-
bers who openly promote violence.

The ruling All Progressives Congress (APC),
in particular, has a responsibility to rein in
its members whose utterances suggest
thatretaining political power is more im-
portant than respecting the electorate.
Where political leaders resort to threats,
they undermine public confidence in the
electoral process and encourage support-

LETTER

Why is Nigeria’s justice system so slow?

IR: If there is something
Sthe National Judicial Coun-
cil (NJC) has to do asa matter
of urgency, itis to proffer so-
lutions to the highly slug-
gish justice system in Nigeria.

It's often said that laws are
made for man and not the
other way round. If there are
some factors working against
rapid dispensation of justice,
it is high time they are ad-
dressed once and for all and
Nigerians given a new lease
of life.

Everyone agrees that justice
delayed is justice denied, why
then must Nigeria’s judiciary
continually act as if quick
dispensation of justice is im-
possible, unachievable or un-
attainable? Why is seeking
justice in Nigeria more of a
wide goose chase,and alarg-
er percentage of cases are
settled out of court? How do
we make our justice system
workina manner that canre-
store people’s confidence in
the judicial system? These
are questions the NJCshould
answer because Nigerians
are tired of a justice system
that is not only unjust but
also time wasting.

Right from lodging com-
plaints with the law en-
forcementagency, thereisa

major problem as nothing
would be done unless the com-
plainant offers money. It is
now an open secret that who-
ever is lodging any complaints
atany police station must pay
or be ignored. Yet, .offering
money to lodge a complaintis
noteven a guarantee that the
officers would render any real
help except the complainant is
truly ready to play ball..

The only area of interest to the
officers at the station is how
much the accused is able to
cough out to facilitate his
quickdischarge from custody.
Most cases only get to the
courts when the accused is un-
able to comply with the de-
mand at the station especially
where the accused is of no
fixed address and has no one to
come forward for settlement?

And then getting to the courts
is to face another gridlock. In-
deed, charging an offender
to court through one’s lawyer
presupposes that all the par-
ty involved are ready for a
long drawn judicial process
that's extremely cumbersome
to contemplate. When a case
is filed and a date is fixed, it
can only be heard if the two
parties involved are presentat
every court proceeding, fail-
ure on the part of any of the

parties to show up translates to
postponement, and that can
go on for years.

This is one area the NJC
should step in and come up
with strict laws to restore deco-
rum and sanity. Whichever
partyis absent during the hear-
ing of cases should be doing so
at their own risk.

Besides, no case, no matter its
complexity, should take more
than a month to settle. This can
be achieved through recruit-
ments of a large number of
judges as are required to handle
the multitudes of cases. Judges
may also run shifts even at
nights to ensure that all cases
are dispensed within record
time. When court procedures
take like forever, lawyers will
continue to be the losers be-
cause most people would avoid
the courts and lawyers like a
plague. All these recommen-
dations are possible where
there’s the determination and
will. The ball definitely is in
the court of the National Judi-
cial Council in conjunction
with the Nigerian Bar Associa-
tion.

Jide Oyewusi is the coordinator
of Ethics Watch International
and Friends of The Denied Inc
Nigeria

ers to believe that intimidation is an ac-
ceptable instrument of political mobili-
sation.

The reported conduct of the APC chair-
man in Edo State, Jarret Tenebe, also de-
serves the attention of the relevant au-
thorities in this regard. Similarly, con-
cerns had previously been raised over
threats attributed to an APC area council
chairman in the Federal Capital Territory.
Before then, Senator Francis Fadahunsi
had reportedly ordered his supporters
to kill his political rivals in Osun State
branch of the Accord Party during the last
governorship election campaign in the
state. These allegations should be inves-
tigated objectively, with appropriate sanc-
tions imposed wherever violations are
established.

The pointis not that members of the rul-
ing party should be singled out for pun-
ishment. Rather, the police must demon-
strate that the law applies equally to ev-
eryone, regardless of party affiliation, po-
litical connections or proximity to those
in power. If the police can invite and detain
an opposition aspirant over alleged pub-
lic display of a firearm, they must also be
courageous to move against any member
of the ruling party whose action or utter-
ance constitutes a threat to public peace
or promotes violence. Selective enforce-
ment of the law undermines the credi-
bility of the security agencies and rein-
forces the dangerous perception that
some politicians are above the law. Such
a perception is particularly damaging in
an election season, when citizens need as-
surance that they can participate in po-
litical activities without fear of violence or
intimidation.

Political leaders must also understand
that threats are not a substitute for per-
formance. Those who believe they have de-
livered on their electoral promises should
have the confidence to submit themselves
to the judgment of voters. In a democra-
cy, the electorate has the ultimate right to
either retain or remove elected officials

through the ballot box. No politician
hasalegitimate claim to an extended pe-
riod in office outside that process.

Consequently, all the political parties
should publicly condemn inflammatory
rhetoric, discourage mobilisation of
thugs and ensure that their aspirants and
supporters conduct themselves within
the law. Party leadership must not wait
for violence to occur before distancing it-
self from statements or actions capable of
provoking it.

The Independent National Electoral
Commission (INEC)also has an important
role to play in promoting peaceful cam-
paigns. The commission must work with
security agencies to enforce the applica-
ble electoral laws. The police, meanwhile,
must monitor political gatherings, in-
vestigate threats promptly and take pre-
ventive actions where credible evidence
suggests that public safety is at risk.

Nigeria cannot afford another election
cycle in which fear determines who cam-
paigns, who votes and whose mandate is
respected. Electoral violence does not
merely injure individuals; it weakens
democratic institutions, discourages par-
ticipation and diminishes the legitimacy
of elected governments.

The 2027 general election must, there-
fore, be peaceful, free, fair and credible. Po-
litical parties must compete on the
strength of their programmes, records
and capacity to address the needs of
Nigerians, not through intimidation or
display of force. The police deserve com-
mendation for acting on the Warkal’s in-
cident. But commendation alone is in-
sufficient. The authorities must sustain
the effort and apply the law without fear
or favour.

The message must be unmistakable: no
political ambition is worth a human life,
and no political office is worth sacrificing
Nigeria’s democracy. Anyone who seeks
the people’s mandate must first demon-
strate respect for the people, their rights
and the laws of the land.

SOMETHING BIG
IS FREE FLOWING

THROUGH THE BACK POOR |
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Why discerning digital associations determines your well-being, wealth

By 0jo Emmanuel Ademola

The new battleground of influence
IN today’s digital age, social media has be-
come the most powerful public square hu-
manity has ever known. It shapes opinions,
directs emotions, influences aspirations,
and quietly determines the trajectory of per-
sonal and collective destinies. The quality of
one’s digital associations has, therefore,
emerged as one of the most decisive forces
influencing well being, mental clarity, and
long term wealth creation. The modern in-
dividual is no longer shaped solely by phys-
ical communities; he or she is shaped—often
profoundly—by the invisible ecosystem of
voices followed online.

These voices can nourish destiny or quietly
sabotage it. This is why the call to unfollow
scammers, dark minded individuals, and
weak links is not casual advice. It is a strate-
gicimperative for anyone serious about ho-
listic prosperity. The digital world is not
neutral;itis a battleground of narratives, en-
ergies, and intentions. To thrive, one must
curate digital associations with the same se-
riousness used in selecting mentors, busi-
ness partners, or spiritual guides.

The digital ecosystem and the psychology
of influence

Social media platforms operate on algo-
rithms designed to amplify whatever users
engage with. Every follow, like, or comment
becomes a seed that grows into a forest of
similar content. When individuals repeat-
edly interact with personalities who pro-
mote false wealth, toxic ideologies, or
manipulative schemes, the algorithm inter-
prets this as preference and saturates their
feed with more of the same. Over time, this
creates a psychological echo chamber
where harmful narratives feel normal sim-
ply because they are constant.

The consequences are profound. Informa-
tion fatigue emerges when one is continu-
ally confronted with sensationalism and
falsehoods. This fatigue erodes mental clar-
ity, making it harder to distinguish truth
from noise. Aspirations become distorted as
scammers curate illusions of effortless suc-
cess, presenting wealth as something
achieved through shortcuts rather than dis-
cipline and competence. These illusions
weaken the appetite for genuine growth.

Emotional contamination follows.
Dark minded individuals inject cynicism, fear,
hostility,and hopelessness into the user’s emo-
tional landscape. Their tone infiltrates deci-
sion making, colouring choices with anxiety
and pessimism. Identity erosion is another
danger.

Weak minded voices normalise mediocrity,
mock ambition, and trivialise excellence, cre-
ating an atmosphere where striving for more
feels unnecessary or even foolish. Over time,
this corrodes self belief and diminishes the
courage required for meaningful progress.

Each of these consequences compounds,
shaping the user’s worldview, choices, and ul-
timately their outcomes. This cumulative effect
explains why digital hygiene has become cen-
tral in behavioural science. Just as one guards
physical health by avoiding toxins, one must
guard mental and financial health by avoiding
digital pollutants.

Digital scammers: The sophisticated manip-
ulators of the modern age

Scammers have evolved from crude email
fraudsters into sophisticated digital actors
who exploit psychological vulnerabilities with
precision. They craft curated lifestyles, fabri-
cate testimonials, and present seductive prom-
ises of wealth—not merely to steal money but
to hijack attention, manipulate emotions,and
distort reality. Their operations are no longer
amateur attempts at deception; they are care-
fully engineered performances designed to in-
fluence behaviour and reshape expectations.

Digital scamming has become theatre. Rented
luxury, staged photographs, and borrowed
symbols of success create an illusion of credi-
bility. Emotional triggers—urgency, exclusivity,
fear of missing out—are deployed to bypass ra-
tional thinking. Pseudo expertise is manufac-
tured through plagiarised content and
fabricated credentials. Community manipula-
tion through bots and fake followers creates
false social proof.

The danger is not only financial. The deeper
threat is psychological. Scammers distort the
image of genuine achievement, replacing dis-
cipline and patience with illusions of effortless
wealth. This confusion weakens judgement
and undermines confidence.

Unfollowing such individuals is, therefore, an
actof self preservation. It protects mental clar-
ity, emotional stability, and long term goals.
Dark minded individuals: The invisible

drain on destiny

Beyond scammers, social media is populated
by individuals whose worldview is corrosive.
They thrive on negativity, conflict, and pes-
simism. Their digital presence is often laced
with bitterness, envy, or subtle hostility. They
may not be criminals, yet they function as car-
riers of emotional toxins.

Engaging with such individuals, even pas-
sively, conditions the mind to expect less from
life, to fear more, and to doubt everything.
Their influence feels harmless, yet it gradually
shapes the emotional atmosphere in which
decisions are made. A pessimistic post here, a
cynical comment there, a sarcastic dismissal
of someone’s progress—these fragments ac-
cumulate and begin to shape perception.

The human mind is porous. It absorbs the
emotional tone of the voices it encounters.
Curating one’s digital environment is, there-
fore, as important as curating one’s physical
environment. Just as one avoids toxic fumes,
one must avoid digital pollutants.

The weakest links: How mediocrity spreads
through digital proximity

Not everyone who harms your future is mali-
cious. Some are simply weak minded—unable
to think critically, unwilling to grow, or unin-
terested in excellence. In the digital world,
they function like stagnant water: harmless at
first glance, yet capable of breeding mosqui-
toes.

Weak minded individuals normalise pro-
crastination, discourage ambition, mock dis-
cipline, celebrate shortcuts, and resist
personal development. Their presence creates
a gravitational pull toward mediocrity. Excel-
lence requires momentum; mediocrity re-
quires only proximity.

Astrong future cannot be built on weak foun-
dations, and no one rises while surrounded
by those who refuse to rise themselves. Curat-
ing digital associations is therefore an act of
stewardship—of mind, goals, and long term
well being.

Holistic Wealth: The Economics of Digital In-
fluence

Holistic wealth creation is multidimensional.
It encompasses mental stability, emotional re-
silience, spiritual clarity, and social capital.
Each dimension is shaped by the voices one
allows into their digital space.

Mental wealth emerges from exposure to clar-
ity and constructive ideas. Emotional wealth

requires stability, which toxic digital influ-
ences erode. Social wealth is shaped by digital
associations, which either attract or repel op-
portunities. Financial wealth grows when one
engages with credible thinkers and ethical
wealth creators; it collapses when exposed to
scammers and pretenders. Holistic wealth is,
therefore, a function of digital curation.

The assertive solution: Curating a
high value digital environment

The path to protecting and enhancing holistic
wealth is clear and uncompromising.

Begin with a thorough audit of your digital
ecosystem. Review your follows, subscrip-
tions, and engagements. Identify voices that
drain, confuse, or mislead. This is the founda-
tion of a meaningful digital detox. Unfollow
harmful voices without apology. Your digital
space is your mental sanctuary. Protect it ruth-
lessly.

Replace toxic voices with nourishing ones.
Follow thinkers, innovators, and ethical lead-
ers who elevate your thinking.

Engage intentionally. Algorithms respond to
your interactions. Engage with content
aligned with your values and aspirations.
Build a digital identity anchored in excellence.
Let your digital footprint reflect clarity, pur-
pose, and integrity.

Guarding the gates of the mind

Atits core, this conversation is about steward-
ship of the mind. The mind is the engine of
destiny. What enters it determines what
emerges from it. Social media is a gateway that
must be guarded with vigilance. Bad company
is not only physical; it is algorithmic. Guard-
ing digital associations is an act of spiritual,
emotional, and intellectual discipline.
Conclusion: Your future depends on who
you allow to influence you

In a world overflowing with voices, your great-
est power is the ability to choose which voices
shape your reality. Unfollowing scammers,
dark minded individuals, and weak links is
not digital housekeeping; it is destiny preser-
vation.

Your well being, clarity, and wealth depend
on the quality of your digital associations. Cu-
rate them with intentionality. Protect them
with vigilance. Build a future anchored in ex-
cellence, wisdom, and truth.

Ademola, a Professor of cybersecurity and in-
formation technology management, wrotevia:
profojoademola@gmail.com

Politics without ideologies and number of political parties in Nigeria

By Jide Oyewusi

BIG puzzle noticeable with Nigeria’s brand of democracy is

that of political parties without recognisable ideologies. All
over the world, wherever democracy is in place, what differen-
tiate parties from one another are their ideologies which form
their basic framework for acceptability by the citizens.

But in Nigeria, absence of ideologies of political parties is
mostly responsible for massive cross carpeting which is a reg-
ular trademark of Nigeria’s politicians. As soon as any party
emerges winner following any election, especially after a new
government is sworn in, the next move by politicians is to start
crossing to the party in power because of survival. In Nigeria,
politics is a full-time profession and once out of power, politi-
cians are not always different from fish out of water.

In saner climes, democracy and party system are not the kind
of caricature seen in Nigeria. For instance, in the United States
of America, the two dominant parties since as far back as the
1850s have been the Democratic party founded in 1828 by An-
drew Jackson and Martin Van Buren and the Republican party
founded in 1854 by Northern anti-slavery activists and mod-
erniser, rising to prominence in 1860 with the election of Abra-
ham Lincoln.

The Democratic party has established its ideology around the
center left and supports social justice, social liberalism, a mixed
economy, welfare state and very lately, free trade and neo-lib-
eralism. The Republican party on the other hand has its major
ideology revolving around economic liberalism, fiscal conser-
vatism, and social conservatism though the election of Donald
Trump represents a shift towards a more populist and isola-
tionist orientation.

In the United kingdom, though the British system allows for

multiple-party and was, according to the V-Dem Democracy
Indices 2023, the 22nd most electrically democratic in the
world, fron the 1920s to date, the two dominant parties have
been the Conservative party and the Labour party. While the
Conservative party tilts towards the center-right and advo-
cates free market policies, traditionalism and British con-
servatism, Labour party is a center-left political party that
promotes social democracy and democratic socialism.

In other democracies across the world, especially in coun-
tries such as, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Finland and Ire-
land, political parties have always been about notable
ideologies that tend to address specific problems.

In Nigeria, however, the only parties that were known with
what could be said to represent some form of ideologies
were the Action Group (AG) and later the Unity Party of Nige-
ria (UPN) which were formed by Chief Obafemi Awolowo.
With its free education, free health, housing for all, etc, Nige-
rians were able to feel the impact of good governance.

The parties also provided very strong opposition to the
party in power and there was nothing like cross carpeting.
But ever since then, there has not been anything near good
governance as the country continues to drift from bad to
worse though the current regime seems to be working re-
lentlessly to change the narratives. There has never been any-
thing like opposition in parliaments which are more of
rubber stamp.

The body saddled with the responsibility of handling the
country's electoral process itself apart from usually com-
porting itself as an extension of the party in power has also
never demonstrated proper understanding of ideals of party
registration.

As at now, there are at least 18 registered political parties

and there are still about 122 applications, meaning that the
number of registered political parties in Nigeria may rise to
fifty or more before the next election. What further evidence
of brazen mockery does anyone need?

The Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC)
ought to reduce the number of registered parties to the mini-
mum by insisting on distinguishable, workable ideologies
which reflect known personal principles, lifestyles and
philosophies of their founders.

Those trying to form political parties must have displayed en-
during legacies cherished by a large number of people in order
to convince everyone that they mean business and would not
deviate or decamp from the ideals they wish to project simply
because of losing an election.

Most importantly, a country’s number of political parties
should never exceed the number of practicable ideologies
within a state which is why in most advanced countries, the
bigger parties are not always more than two.

Former Head of State, Gen. Ibrahim Babangida did what could
have been the best for Nigeria and then dismantled it by him-
self. The two parties he formed, the Social Democratic Party
(SDP) and the National Republican Convention (NRC) were
government funded and well received.

There was no question of anyone using money to dominate
other members. But since everything went with the wind,
Nigeria has not been able to get its acts together.

Nigeria cannot continue to paint democracy in absurd colours
while the entire world watches in utter amazement. And good
enough, it is always never too late to make U-turn and allow
reason and sanity to prevail.

Oyewusi is the coordinator of Ethics Watch International and
Friends of The Denied Inc.
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2027: Northern Nigeria should vote for results, not empty promises

By Abba Dukawa

EMOCRACY delivers little when citizens are un-

safe, hungry and unable to find work. As
Northern Nigeria approaches the 2027 general
elections, voters face a choice that goes beyond
party loyalty, regional identity or campaign rhet-
oric: whether to continue rewarding promises or
demand measurable performance.

The central question is whether political leaders
can demonstrate that they have improved peo-
ple'slives and present credible, practical plans for
addressing the region’s persistent challenges. Se-
curity, the cost of living, employment, education
and economic opportunity must become the
principal tests of leadership, supported by clear
targets, realistic timelines and public accounta-
bility.

From insurgency and displacement in the North-
East to banditry in the North-West and poverty
and unemployment across the North-Central, mil-
lions of people face challenges that cannot be re-
solved through campaign speeches. Families
struggle with rising food and transportation costs,
farmers face threats to their livelihoods, young
people confront limited opportunities, and com-
munities continue to question the government’s
ability to protect them.

Across parts of Northern Nigeria, bandits, kid-
nappers and insurgents continue to threaten
communities, killing and abducting civilians, dis-
rupting economic activities and forcing families
toabandon their homes. These conditions raise se-
rious questions about the effectiveness of security
measures and the accountability of those en-
trusted with public office.

The 2027 elections should therefore be treated as
a performance review. Voters must ask which
leaders have improved security, eased economic
hardship, expanded opportunities and strength-
ened public services—and which candidates can
explain, in practical and financially credible
terms, how they intend to do better.

Fuel subsidy: A debate about survival.

Since the removal of Nigeria’s petrol subsidy in
May 2023, households and businesses have faced
higher transportation and operating costs. Al-
though the government has defended the reform
as necessary to ease fiscal pressure and redirect
public resources towards development, many
Nigerians continue to ask when its promised ben-
efits will become evident in their daily lives.

In Northern Nigeria, where long distances sepa-
rate farms, markets, schools and healthcare facil-
ities, higher fuel prices have consequences far
beyond the filling station. Transportation be-

comes more expensive, food distribution costs
rise, farmers face higher production expenses,
and small businesses struggle to remain prof-
itable.

Low-income households, particularly those de-
pendent on informal employment, small-scale
trading and subsistence agriculture, are espe-
cially vulnerable. The combined costs of food,
transportation, healthcare and education leave
many families with little money for other es-
sential needs. Fuel subsidy removal is therefore,
likely to remain a major electoral issue in 2027.
Opposition politicians may promise cheaper
petrol, the restoration of subsidies or alternative
forms of economic relief, while the ruling party
may defend the policy as a difficult but neces-
sary reform.

Voters must look beyond these competing ar-
guments and examine the practical conse-
quences of each proposal. The economic debate
should focus not only on whether subsidy, re-
moval has improved government finances but
also on whether the resulting savings and addi-
tional public resources have translated into
meaningful relief for households and busi-
nesses.

The government should explain how the fiscal
benefits of its reforms are being converted into
better infrastructure, agricultural support, af-
fordable transportation, quality education, ac-
cessible healthcare and effective social
protection. It should also provide transparent
information about public spending and the
measurable benefits delivered to vulnerable
households.

Opposition parties, meanwhile, must demon-
strate that their alternatives are economically
credible and financially sustainable. Promising
torestore subsidies or reduce petrol prices with-
out explaining how the policies would be
funded, implemented and sustained offers vot-
ers little basis for making an informed decision.

Ultimately, economic reform should be judged
by whether it improves living standards, ex-
pands productive opportunities and strength-
ens household financial security—not merely by
increases in government revenue or improve-
ments in economic indicators.

Insecurity

The North’s most urgent challenge, if rising fuel
prices threaten household welfare, is that inse-
curity threatens lives and livelihoods. Across
parts of Northern Nigeria, banditry, kidnapping,
insurgency and communal violence have dis-
placed families, disrupted agriculture and trade,
and weakened public confidence in the govern-

ment’s ability to protect its citizens.

Farmers abandon their land or risk their lives to
cultivate it. Traders face dangerous roads, busi-
nesses struggle to operate, and parents worry
about the safety of their children. Families lose
breadwinners, children miss school, and dis-
placed people struggle to rebuild their lives.

Insecurity also worsens economic hardship. Agri-
cultural production suffers when farmers cannot
safely access their fields, food becomes more ex-
pensive when transportation routes are unsafe,
and investment declines when businesses face
persistent threats of violence. The resulting
poverty and lack of opportunity can further ex-
pose vulnerable communities to criminal ex-
ploitation and recruitment.

The security debate ahead 0f2027 must move be-
yond declarations of commitment and an-
nouncements of military operations. Voters need
evidence that interventions are producing lasting
improvements in community safety.

Political leaders should be assessed on whether
attacks and kidnappings are declining, abducted
victims are being rescued, displaced families can
return home voluntarily and safely, and farmers
can cultivate their land without fear. The public
also deserves credible information about investi-
gations and prosecutions involving serious
crimes.

Candidates should explain how they intend to
improve intelligence gathering, strengthen coor-
dination among security agencies, protect vul-
nerable communities and transportation routes,
and provide security personnel with the equip-
ment, training and logistical support necessary to
perform their duties.

Community engagement must also form part of
the strategy. Traditional rulers, local authorities,
community organisations and residents can help
identify emerging threats, provided their in-
volvement operates within the law and includes
safeguards against abuses and reprisals. Security
performance should not be measured solely by ar-
rests, weapons recovered or operations an-
nounced. The ultimate test is whether people are
safer and can resume their normal activities with-
out fear.

Candidates must, therefore, present clear secu-
rity priorities, realisticimplementation timelines
and measurable indicators of progress. They
should also explain how they intend to address
underlying vulnerabilities, including poverty,
youth unemployment, educational exclusion and
weak local institutions.

For Northern voters, the question is not simply
which candidate promises to defeat insecurity,

but which has a credible, lawful and accountable
plan to protect lives, restore livelihoods and pre-
vent violence from recurring.

The economy: Beyond government statistics,:
economic performance will be another decisive
factor in the 2027 elections. Government officials
may point to economic growth, increased invest-
ment or reforms designed to strengthen public fi-
nances. While these developments matter,
national economic growth does not automati-
cally translate into improved living conditions for
every household.

For many Northern Nigerians, economic per-
formance is measured by whether families can af-
ford food, graduates can find jobs, traders can
restock their shops and farmers can earn reason-
able profits after paying for fertiliser, transporta-
tion and labour.

Northern Nigeria continues to face widespread
poverty, inadequate infrastructure, educational
disadvantages and limited employment oppor-
tunities. Addressing these challenges requires sus-
tained investment in agriculture, manufacturing,
healthcare, education, transportation and small
businesses.

Agriculture remains particularly important to
the region’s economy. However, farmers cannot
maximise productivity when insecurity prevents
access to their land, agricultural inputs are unaf-
fordable, irrigation infrastructure is inadequate
and transportation costs consume a substantial
share of their earnings.

Candidates should explain how they intend to
improve agricultural productivity, expand access
to affordable financing, strengthen rural infra-
structure and create conditions in which small
and medium-sized businesses can grow and em-
ploy more people. They must also demonstrate
how vocational training will translate into actual
jobs and how public spending will benefit com-
munities beyond state capitals.

Government projects should be evaluated by
their functionality, accessibilityand impact rather
than the funds allocated to them or the cere-
monies held to inaugurate them. Roads, schools,
healthcare facilities, irrigation systems and rural
electrification programmes must deliver tangible
benefits to the communities they are intended to
serve. The 2027 elections should provide an op-
portunity for serious debate about practical eco-
nomic solutions rather than competing
interpretations of government statistics.

Read the remaining part of this article on
www.guardian.ng

Dukawa writes from Abuja. He can be reached via:
abbahydukawa@gmail.com

Nigeria must count what Russia has delivered before signing new pact

By Dotun Olayemi

EN Russia hosts the Third Russia-Africa Summit in Moscow
on October 28 and 29, as usual, the speeches will be grand.
There will be talk of partnership, sovereignty and mutual respect.
Russia’s Foreign Ministry spokesperson Maria Zakharova said
Moscow anticipates the signing of a ‘substantial package’ of inter-
governmental agreements and commercial contracts at the sum-
mit. But the common man on Nigerian streets, the trader, the
student or job seeker, is more interested in how such bilateral rela-
tions translate to better living for them.

Think of it like a market woman who has been promised goods on
credit many times. Before she accepts another promise, she checks
whether the last one was ever delivered. That is exactly how Nigeria
should treat this summit.

The clearest example is nuclear power. In 2017, Nigeria and Russia
signed agreements for Rosatom, Russia’s state nuclear corporation,
to cooperate on the construction and operation of a nuclear power
plant and a nuclear research Centre in Nigeria.

The agreements followed earlier discussions between the Nigeria
Atomic Energy Commission and Rosatom over four plants, esti-
mated at about $20 billion and 4,800 megawatts by 2035. The 2017
agreements covered feasibility studies, implementation schedules
and financing arrangements, with Geregu in Kogi State and Itu in
Akwa Ibom State identified as preferred sites.

Nearly a decade later, no Russian-built nuclear plant has been com-
pleted, and the broader nuclear programme has no published con-
struction schedule.

Not one. We are still counting generators and buying fuel while the
lights go out.

This does not automatically mean Russia acted in bad faith. Nu-
clear plants are very hard to build. They need huge money, govern-
ment approvals, a good site, a strong national grid and political
agreement thatlasts for decades. But it shows the gap between sign-
ing a paper and switching on power.

The trade numbers complicate the summit’s promise of indus-
trial partnership. According to UN Comtrade data, Nigeria imported

about $676 million worth of goods from Russia in 2024, a sharp
fall from roughly $1.51 billion in 2023.

What Nigeria buys from Russia is telling. The relationship is
dominated by primary and semi-processed commodities; min-
eral fuels and oil products, cereals, especially wheat, fertilizers,
and fish. These are goods that matter for energy supply, food
prices and farming, but they are not the factories, power plants,
machinery or technology transfers that summit rhetoric often
promises.

The most striking measure is capital goods. Available Comtrade-
derived data indicate that Nigeria’s imports from Russia under
the machinery, nuclear-reactor and boilers category were only
about $12,690 in 2024, roughly the value of a modest piece of in-
dustrial equipment, not the foundation of a nuclear-power pro-
gramme. The figure should be treated cautiously because
Comtrade product categories can be revised, but the broader pat-
tern is clear; Russia’s commercial presence in Nigeria remains
overwhelmingly commodity-based rather than industrial.

For Russia, meanwhile, Nigeria is a marginal market. Russian
Ambassador to Nigeria Andrey Podelyshev said Russia’s global ex-
portsrose to $434 billion in 2024. Set beside that figure, Nigeria’s
$676 million in imports from Russia represents about 0.16 per
cent of Russia’s worldwide exports, a useful measure of how small
Nigeria is within Moscow’s global commercial map.

The imbalance is equally stark. In 2023, Nigeria imported $1.51
billion from Russia but exported only about $10.02 million to Rus-
sia, mainly cocoa products, according to UN Comtrade figures
cited by Voice of Nigeria. That is not a partnership of two indus-
trial economies trading finished goods and technology; it is
largely a one-way flow of Russian commodities into Nigerian
households, farms and fuel markets.

Here is the interesting part. Russia and the African Union say
they will review their 2023 to 2026 action plans, look for "gaps" in
what was done, and adopt a new plan for 2027 to 2029. If Russia
itselfadmits there are gaps, Nigerians are right to ask where they
are.

There is also a reason to be careful. Russia is fighting an expen-

sive war, and sanctions make payments, shipping, insurance and
buying technology more difficult. A country in that position may
find it hard to fund big, slow projects abroad. So Nigeria must sep-
arate a real, financed project from a nice-looking paper that makes
headlines and then goes quiet.

The proposal at the heart of this feature is a "Russia-Nigeria Prom-
ise Tracker". It is simple. Every promise is written down with its date,
who signed it, the amount, the agency in charge, where the money
comes from, the deadline and its status. The status would be one of
five words: funded, in progress, stalled, cancelled or unverifiable.
It would cover five areas; defense and security, energy, infrastruc-
ture, education and technology, and trade and finance. The tests
should be things anyone can see. How many megawatts were con-
nected? How many kilometres of road or rail were built? How many
bags of fertiliser arrived? How many Nigerian students got scholar-
ships? How many local jobs were created?

Before signing anything new, Nigeria's delegation should tell the
public the full scope, cost, timeline and financing of each project,
whether Russia delivered on earlier promises to Nigeria, how many
local jobs will be created and what technology will be shared, what
happens if the deal collapses, including exit and liability terms and
a public dashboard, updated every three months.

The media has a job too. Every new announcement from Russia
should be placed beside an old, unfulfilled one. A new energy deal
should sit beside the nuclear agreement of 2017. New security agree-
ments should be read beside past defence pledges. New scholar-
ships should be compared with earlier education promises.
Nigeria is not wrong to talk to Russia. A big country can and should
widen its friendships, especially when it needs investment, tech-
nology and room to manoeuvre. The real question is whether Rus-
sia is offering a partnership that can deliver, or a pile of
announcements that keep its influence alive at low cost.

So after every handshake at the summit, one question should fol-
low, and every Nigerian should be able to ask it plainly. What
changes for Nigerians, and when?

Olayemi is a public affairs analyst, he wrote from Lagos, and can be
reached on dolayemiofficial@gmail.com
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Brent crude: $110.2 WTI crude: $103.5
Tinubu reiterates plan to revive refineries as local capacity expands

. Nigeria needs $40b oil, gas investment by 2030 as Africa imports 70% of fuel
. NMDPRA unveils Revised Gas Network Code, targets 4.4bcf daily pipeline capacity

By Waliat Musa

SIDENT Bola Tinubu has
pledged to rehabilitate
Nigeria’s dormant national
refineries, insisting that the
facilities will not be allowed to
become stranded investments
as domestic refining expands,
even as the country requires up
to$40billionin fresh oiland gas

investment by 2030.
The President, represented by
the Permanent Secretaryof the
Ministry  of  Petroleum
Resources, Patience Oyekunle,
at the 20th OTL Africa
Downstream Energy Week in
Lagos yesterday, outlined the
government’s commitment to
restoring the national assets
and creating a commercially
sustainable petroleum indus-

try.

-

His pledge comes as the
Nigerian Midstream and
Downstream Petroleum
Regulatory Authority (NMD-
PRA) Chief Executive, Rabiu
Umar;, disclosed that domestic
refineries nowaccount for three
out of every four litres of petrol
supplied to Nigerians, while
imports have more than halved
inayear.
The development marked a
significant shift in a market
long dependent on imported
petroleum products, but Umar
warned that the concentration
of domestic supply in one
major refinery and declining
petrol stock cover remain con-
cerns for energy security.
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Tinubu said the government
was adopting a more rigorous
approach torestoring its refiner-
ies, supported by technical
assessments, stronger partner-
ships and improved operational
discipline.
“At the same time, the govern-
ment remains committed to
ensuring that existing national
refiningassetsare notallowed to
become stranded investments.
We are pursuing a more rigor-
ous, commercially sustainable
approach to the rehabilitation
and repositioning of our refiner-
ies, supported by technical
assessment, stronger partner-
ships, and improved opera-
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tional discipline. Our objective
is clear. Nigeria must first refine
more of its crudes, create more
value domestically;and become
a reliable supplier of energy to
Africa,” he said.
The President said reforms
under the Petroleum Industry
Act (PIA) were intended to cre-
atea transparent,commercially
viable and investmentfriendly
industry capable of retaining
more value from Nigeria’s
hydrocarbon resources.
Tinubu identified private
refining as a major turning
point, citing the Dangote
Petroleum Refinery’s installed
capacity of 650,000 barrels per

Director General, Manufacturing Association of Nigeria (MAN), Segun Ajayi-Kadir, (left); Chair, Manufacturers Power Development Company Ltd
(MPDCL), John Aluya; AMAN President, Dr. [feanyi Okoye; Acting Managing Director of Manpower Development Company, a subsidiary of MAN,
Owoh Mba-Samuel at the association’s press conference held at MAN House in Lagos...yesterday.

Energy costs gulp 40% of manufacturers’ OpEx, threaten productivity

By Victoria Nwachukwu
ERATORS under the aegis
of the Manufacturers
Association of Nigeria (MAN)
have bemoaned rising energy
costs, which they said now
account for over 40 per cent of
manufacturing costs in Nigeria.
In comparison, they said other
African competitors have their
energy costs at between five
and 10 per cent, warning that
the disparity undermines the
competitiveness of local indus-

tries.

Chair of the Manufacturers
Power Development Company
Ltd (MPDCL), John Aluya, stated

this at a press conference in
Lagos yesterday,ahead of MAN's
Manufacturers Energy Security
and Energy Efficiency Summit
scheduled for November 3 and
4.

He said the electricity distri-
bution companies (Discos)
must reassess their business
models, adding that manufac-
turers should be able to access
gas at the same price offered to
the Discos.

“You cannot sell to Discos at a
lower price and sell to produc-
ers at a higher price. This is
unsustainable and we cannot
survive,” he said.

MAN’s Director-General,
Segun Ajayi-Kadir, said many
manufacturers on Band A,
which promised 20 hours of
electricity supply daily, are not
receiving the expected service.

He said the failure of the
Discos to provide reliable elec-
tricity has forced manufactur-
ers to rely on alternative power
sources,adding that the govern-
ment must hold the companies
accountable and ensure they
invest in the national grid.

He said the principle behind
the Band A categorisation is that
consumers should pay for serv-
ices received, but decried the

fact that manufacturers are not
getting adequate and reliable
electricity supply.

He said manufacturers’
expenditure on alternative
power has ballooned to about
N134 trillion, adding that unre-
liable electricity supply and
high energy costs continue to
undermine their competitive-
ness.

MAN President, Dr. Ifeanyi
Okoye, said while they are not
totally against the band cate-
gorisation, they simply want
distribution companies to pro-
vide the electricity supply
promised under each category.

FG targets end to policy somersaults, plans mandatory impact tests

.NESG demands shift from reforms to jobs, lower production costs

From Joseph Chibueze, Abuja
’l'HE Federal Government s pro-
posing mandatory impact
assessments for major economic
policy changes in a move to curb
policy reversals, restore investor
confidence and ensure govern-
mentdecisions translate into pro-
ductive investment, decent jobs
and higher household incomes.
Under the proposed Nigeria
Economic Policy Framework
unveiled by the Minister of
Finance and Coordinating
Minister of the Economy; Taiwo
Oyedele, policymakers would be
required to demonstrate the
problem a proposed intervention
seeks to solve, the evidence sup-
porting it, who stands to benefit,
who bears the costand the condi-

tions for ending the policy.

Oyedele announced the propos-
al at the 32nd Nigerian Economic
Summit in Abuja yesterday. He
warned that inconsistent policies
and inadequate consultation
have undermined investment,
weakened business confidence
and constrained economic
growth.

According to him, “Our chal-
lengehasneverbeenashortage of
ambition or good ideas. It has
been the absence of an enduring
economic philosophy; consistent
policymaking, and disciplined
implementation.”

Describing policy uncertainty as
an invisible tax on businesses, the

minister said the proposed frame-
work was designed to establish
enduring economic principles
that would survive successive
administrations, rather than
become another development
planor the economic manifestoof
aparticular government.

The proposal comesasthe private
sector intensifies pressure on the
government to move beyond
macroeconomic stabilisation and
demonstrate tangible improve-
ments in productivity, employ-
ment, purchasing power and liv-
ingstandards following successive
economic reforms.

On trade protection,Oyedele cau-
tioned against using tariffs to

shield inefficientbusinessesindef-
initely from competition, saying
trade policy should help local
industries become competitive
rather than entrench inefficiency.

“Atariff must serve as a runway
for local industry to take off, never
apermanentshelterfrom compe-
tition,” he said.

The draft framework will be
opened for public consultation
from November 27, 2026, with
Nigerians invited to respond to 17
questions through the Federal
Ministry of Finance's website.

Following consultation and vali-
dation, the document is expected
to proceed to the Federal
Executive Council for approval
and the National Economic
Council for endorsement.

day as an important develop-
ment in Nigeria's ambition to
become a net exporter of
refined petroleum products.
“The emergence of large-scale
private refining capacity rep-
resents an important turning
point. The Dangote refinery has
reached its 650,000 per day
main-plate capacity; strength-
ening Nigeria's prospect of

I&E window:  NI,330.47

becoming a net exporter of
refined petroleum products
and creating opportunities for
regional supply;” he said.

The President said Nigeria's
ambition extended beyond
crude production to building
an energy economy that sup-
ports industrialisation, manu-
facturing, employment and
technology development.

ACAMB warns bank customers against
phishing, urges data protection

E  Association  of
Corporate
Communication and
Marketing Professionals in
Banks (ACAMB) has urged
bank customers to remain
vigilant against phishing
scams and other forms of
cyber fraud, warning that
criminals are increasingly
using fake bank alerts,
cloned websites and imper-
sonation accounts to steal
sensitive financial informa-
tion.

The warning follows a fraud-
ulent text message imper-
sonating various banks.
FactCheckAfrica debunked
the message, finding that the
link it contained led to a
cloned Internet banking
website designed to steal cus-
tomers' login credentials,
BVNs, card details and trans-
action PINs.

The incident highlighted
the risks associated with digi-
tal banking fraud in Nigeria.
In June, Wema Bank suspend-
ed its engagements on X (for-
merly known as Twitter)
amid reports of more than 70
fake accounts impersonating
the bank and its ALAT plat-
form. In August, Zenith Bank
Plcdisclosed that it was inves-

tigating unauthorised access
to customer data linked to a
global cyberattack.

ACAMB President, Jide Sipe,
warned that fraudsters were
increasingly adopting sophis-
ticated methods to imperson-
ate trusted banking brands
and steal customers' personal
information, making their
schemes difficult to distin-
guish from legitimate com-
munications.

“When a scam message car-
ries your name, your phone
number or your bank’s logo,
it looks real. That is exactly
why customers must slow
down. No bank in Nigeria will
ask you to confirm your PIN,
password, OTP or BVN
through a link,” Sipe said.

Sipe acknowledged the
efforts of banks to strengthen
fraud detection and cus-
tomer protection, alongside
regulatory measures intro-
duced by the Central Bank of
Nigeria's mandatory cyberse-
curity self-assessment guide.
He stressed, however, that
these efforts must be comple-
mented by customer aware-
ness and vigilance, particular-
ly when handling requests
for sensitive banking infor-
mation.

Expert urges tech upgrade, security
awareness to tackle transport insecurity

By Olusegun Koiki
E Executive Director,
Operations and Technical
Services of Tantita Security
Services Nigeria Limited,
Warredi Enisuoh, has called
for increased deployment of
technology, improved infra-
structure and security aware-
ness to tackle insecurity
across Nigeria’s transport sec-
tor.

He also said that the integra-
tion of advanced surveillance
systems, facial recognition
technology, drones and auto-
mated port operations would
help curb kidnapping, cargo
theft, illegal activities and
other security threats affect-
ing road, maritime and avia-
tion transportation.

Speaking in an interview at
the 2nd edition of Transport
Summit with the theme:
‘Navigating Global Disruption
And The Road Ahead: Mobility,
Energy and Trade Facilitation
for Resilient Future,’ held in
Lagos over the weekend,
Enisuoh said Nigeria must
also incorporate security edu-
cation into school curricula to
prepare citizens to recognise
and respond to emerging

threats.

According to him, the coun-
try’s prevailing security chal-
lenges require a fundamental
shift in public awareness and
the design of transport infra-
structure.

He said: “Awareness is key.
The amount of insecurity that
has somehow afflicted this
country is not reflected in the
day-to-day education of our
children in school. We should
start teaching insecurity in
school now.

“Many security breaches
occur because perpetrators
exploit the lack of awareness
among potential victims and
weaknesses in existing securi-
ty arrangements.”

He further urged Nigerians
to abandon the assumption
that insecurity would not
affect them, warning that peo-
ple who consider themselves
immune to kidnapping and
other threats could eventually
become victims.

He explained further that
Nigeria’s transport and logis-
tics infrastructure was not
adequately designed to
address contemporary securi-
ty challenges.
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2026 GRADUATION AND 78TH FOUNDATION DAY CEREMONIES
11,12,13, 14,16 AND 17 NOVEMBER, 2026

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS FOR THE 2026 CONVOCATION AND FOUNDATION DAY CEREMONIES

Date

Day 1 Event

Tl

Venue

Tuesday, 03
Movember 2026

SME Fair 2026 - Day 1
Scaling Emaerging SMEs for Global Impact:
From Innovation to Sustainable Growth
Heynote Speaker
Mr Kingley Algbokhasvbo
Daputy Managing Director
Providus/Unity Bank

8 a.m.

Intemational
Confarance
Cantra

Wednesday, 04
Movember 2026

SME Falr 2026 - Day 2

Sealing Emarging SMEs for Global Im pact:
From Innovation to Sustainable Growth
Heynote Sponker
Profesaor Ruth O, ADIO-MOSES
Department of Paace, Security and
Humanitaran Studies,

Faculty of Multidisciplinary Studies,
Univarsity of Ibadan

Inteamational
Confarence
Cantre

Thursday, 05
MNovember 2026

Career Falr 2028
From Lectura Halls to Boardrooms:
Praparng Ul Graduates for The Workplace
Kaynote Spaaker
Dr Joff Bordes
CEDQ Astria Learning

8 a.m,

Intamational
Confarance
Cantra

Friday, 06
November 2026

Jumat Service

1 p.m.

Ul Mosque

Sundnay, 08
November 2026

Night of Music

4 pm

Trenchard

Monday, 09
November 2026

Ul-RF

Advancing Adolescents and Youth Haalth in
Afrca through Sclence, Innovations and Co-

craated Policy Options

Kaynote Spaaker
Prof Babatwundea Lawal Salako
Farmer Director-Genaeral
Migaran Institute of Medical Resesarch

9 am,

Trenchard

Tuesday, 10
November2026

Health Rally

University of Ibadan
Convocation Exhibition

Rohearsal
(LUInhvarsity Managamant, Provosts, Deans,
Faculty Officers, and Ceramonial Commiites
marmbers )

Intarmational
Confarence
Cantra

1 a.m.

Institute of Afrcan
Studies

Intemational
Confarance
Cantra

Wednesday, 11
November 2026

Day 1
2026 Convocation Ceremanies
Admission to First Degrees in the Faculties of
Arts, Sclence, Basic Medlcal Sclences,
Clinleal Sciences, Public Health, Dentistry
Pharmaceutical Sclences

Commencement Speaker
Pharm. Clayami Oladiran
Chiaf Operating Officer (English-Spaaking
Wast Africa)
Groupa Ethica

10 am.

Intemational
Confarence
Cantra

Convocation Lecture |
Title

Funding, Freadom and the Fulure of the
Migerian University
Prasenter
Dr Olayiwola F Fatona FNMGS, FNAPE
Chalrman
Board of Diractors
Renalasance Africa Enargy Company Limited

4 p.m.

Tranchard Hall

Thursday, 12
Novembaer 2026

Day 2
2028 Convocation Ceremonies

Admiaaion to First Degraas in the Faculties of
Agriculture, The Social Sclences,
Veterinary Medicine, Technology Law,
Economics and Management Sclances,
Renswable Natural Rescources
Commancement Speaker
Mr Kayode Aloyinlapa
Founder and Managing Director
Azkarict Homes Ltd

10 @m.

Intemational
Confarence
Cantra

Friday, 13
November 2026

Day 2
2026 Convocation Ceremonies
Admission 1o First Degrees in the Faculties of
Educatlion, Environmantal Deslgn and
Management
Commencement Speaker
Mr Folajimi Olambo Fakoya
Founder and Chief Executive Officer
EdutachPortals Solutions

10 a.m.

Intamational
Canfarance
Cantra

Soturday, 14
November 2026

Day 4
2026 Convocation Ceremonies

Award of Postgraduate Diplomas, Admission
to Higher Degrees (Master's) in the Faculties
of Arts, Education, Veterinary Medicine,
Technology Economics and Management
Sciences, Renewable Natural Resources,
Environmental Deslgn and Managemaent,
Multidisciplinary Studies and the Institute
of Education
Admission to Higher Degrees M.Phil

10 &a.m.

Intamational
Confarence
Cantra

c urnmand P.rformml:-

Twingle Twangle: A Mﬂm‘nq Tayie by Fami
Osofisan
Dirsctor
Olusegun Michaal Olabode
(INVITED GUESTS ONLY)

Wole Soyinka
Thaatra

T Sunday, 15
MNovember 2026

FOUNDATION DAY SERVICE

A0 am

The Chapel of the
Rasurmaction

Monday, 16
MOVEMBER
20286

Da
2026 Convocation Ceremonies

Awward of Postgraduate Diplomas,
Admission to Higher Degree (Master's) of
PAULESI
Admission to Higher Degrees (Master's) in
the Faculties of Sclence, Baslc Medical
Sclences, Clinlcal Sclences, Agriculture,
The Social Sclences, Pharmacautical
Sclences, Law, Public Health, Institute of
African Studles, Institute of Child Health
and School of Busineas
Admission to Higher Dagras (M. Phil.}

10 am.

Tnfamational
Confarence
Cantre

Convocation Lecture 11

Title

The Enduring Promise of Nigeria-Slema

Lacna Ralations: From Shared Origins o

Shared Prosparity
Presenter
Dr. Mohamed Juldah Jalloh

Thae Honourable Vice Prasident of Slerra

L gy ry

Trenchard Hall

Tuesday, 17
November 2026

Day 6
2026 Convocation and Foundation Day
Ceremonies
Conferment of Honorary Degrees (Doctor of
Sclence — Honoris causa):
(n Mr Kingsiey U. Algbokhasvbo,
Deputy Managing Director of
Providus Bank
(i) Dr Olusola Adajoke David-
Borha, Chalrman Stanbic IBTC
Holdings
Admission to Higher Degrees (Doctorate) of
PALULESI

Admission to Highar Degrees (Doctorate) of
the University of Ibadan
Admission to Higher Degres (Doctor of
Medicine)

10 @am.

Intermational
Confarence
Cantra

NOTICE TO GRADUANDS

University. Graduation is a very important milestone of your life. Therefore, please read this

Wa congratulate graduands on the successful completion of their programmes in the

notice very carefully!

Graduands are expected to collect academic outfits before the Ceremony, after presenting the

receipt of payment for the following (as the case maybe):

(i) Hiring of Undergraduate Academic Outfit— N5,000 (Five Thousand Naira Only).

(i) Hiring of Master's Academic Outfit— N5,000 (Five Thousand Naira Only).

(i) Purchase of MPhil and Ph.D Academic Outfits — MPhil and Ph.D Graduands are to contact
the Postgraduate College for details.

(iv) Final Year School fees receipts containing the appropriate Graduation Levy for
Diploma/Certificate, First Degree and Higher Degree.

(v) N1,000.00 (One Thousand MNaira only) for the University of Ibadan Alumni Association
{(UIAA) Membership levy. The levy of N1,000.00 (One Thousand Naira only) must be paid
tothe Alumni Office.

All graduands are expected to pay the levies as stipulated whether or not they attend the
Convocation Ceremonies as these receipts will be required at the point of collection of

certificates.
2. Graduands should follow the steps Ilsted below to pay for Hiring of Undergraduate and
r's A its (N
Logonto www.rmlta.nst
Clickon’pay TSA and States’,

1.

12.

13.

Click on'FGN": Federal Government of Nigeria.

Locate University of Ibadan -1000107.

Select Service Type: University of Ibadan Fees.

Choose Hiring of Academic Gown Fee.

Enter the amount, narratives for the payment i.e. being payment for Hiring of
Academic Gown Fee for2026 Graduation.

Generate Remita Retrieval Reference invoice.

+ Payonline with your ATM Card or Print out the Remita Retrieval Invoice to make cash
paymentin any commercial bank of your choice.

Print out online Receipt of payment.

24 hours after payment, log on to uigeneralreceipt.com to print out receipt. Input your RRR
Mumberand click “Proceed”. Then printout receipt.

Academic Outfits, Notice to Graduands, Order of Proceedings and 2 Invitation Cards will be
issued to each graduand on the presentation of appropriate receipts, at the graduands'
respective Faculty Offices, Postgraduate College and the Distance Leaming Centre, as the
case may be. Please note that Academic Outfits will not be distributed at the Convocation
venue,

L I I

-

Academic outfits should be returned not later than 48 hours after the Ceremonies. Failure to do
so will attracta surcharge of N1000.00 (One Thousand Naira) only per day.

Any damage dOI‘IBl’G&l.ISEd to the COI‘IV‘OCE'IIOI‘I nutﬁﬂgown attracts a surcharga of

mlsconduct and shall he S0 treatad

Robing of graduands will commence at 7.00 a. m. on each day atthe venue of the ceremony.
Therefore, graduands are advised to be at the International Conference Centre at 7.00 a.m. on
each day to ensure that they are properly robed. Please note that graduands who are not
properly robed will not be allowed into the main hall. Rather, they will be expected to sitin the
Gallery. Faculty Officers would be seated with graduands of their respective Faculties to
ensure orderliness during the ceremony.

The tassels (cord) of the caps should be worn to the right for First Degree Graduands
and they will be required to move the tassels from the right to the left, at a point in time
during the Ceremony, when the Vice-Chancellor declares: “l admit you all”. This
signifies their admission into the body of Graduates ofthe University of Ibadan.

Higher Degree recipients should wear their tassels to the left since they are already First
Degree Holders.

Female graduands are requested to hold their caps in place with hair pins.
Graduands shallmovein a Processionat 8.15 a.m. into the Hall on each day.

Graduands in each Faculty are expected to be seated in the section provided for them in the
Hallby9:30am.
Graduands who are nursing mothers are to be seated in the gallery fortheir own convenience.

Graduands are expected to stand when the Academic Procession enters/leaves the Hall and
when the Mational Anthem/University Anthem are being sung or played. Graduands are
requested to please be orderly and wait till the end ofthe Ceremonies.

Graduands should note that COﬂVOGﬂtIDn caramomes are a solamn one. Therefore

PLEASE NOTE:
(i) Certificates are available for collection from the date of the Convocation Ceremony upon
payment of the prescribed statutory fee of N7,500.00.
(i) Certificates should be collected within one (1) year from the date of the Convocation
Ceremony.

Thereafter, the following non-collection penalties shall apply:

Collection Period Applicable Fee

Within one (1) year N7,500.00 (Statutory fee)
Afterone (1) year butnot exceeding five (5) N25,000.00

Afterfive (5) year but notexceeding (10) years N50,000.00

IMPORTANT: The above non-collection penalties are separate from and exclusive of the
statutory fee of N7,500.00 for issuance and collection ofthe Certificate.

Wishing you God's blessingsin your future endeavours as ambassadors of this great Institution.
Thank you and God bless.

G. 0. Saliu,
JP, fspsp, FNIM, FCIML, MANUPA, MAUA
Registrar
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NOVEMBER 2025 CAMBRIDGE MAY/JUNE 2026 WAEC
IGSCE EXAMINATION RESULT EXAMINATION RESULT

A"  GRADES: 67% A - B°’GRADES: 94%
A‘- A GRADES: 96% A - C°GRADES: 100%
A’- B GRADES: 99%

A*- C GRADES: 100%

« State of the art classrooms, laboratories, boarding and sporting facilities.
* Exceptional educators who challenge minds, nurture and bring
out the best in every learner.
* Proud winners of prestigious international and national awards.
* Beautiful, serene and secure world-class campus where learning thrives.

ENTRANCE EXAMINATION FOR YEAR 7 (3SS1) DAY AND BOARDING STUDENTS FOR
THE 2027/2028 ACADEMIC SESSIONIS SCHEDULED TO TAKE PLACE AS FOLLOWS:

LAGOS
Dates: Saturday, 30th January and 6th February, 2027
Location: James Hope College, Twin Lakes Estate, Lekki, Lagos
Time: 10AM
Date: Saturday, 6th February, 2027

Locations: 71 Usuma Street, Opp. Transcorp Hilton, Maitama, Abuja.

15 Nnamdi Azikiwe Road, Port Harcourt, Rivers State
Time: 10AM

APPLICATION CLOSES: FRIDAY, 22ND JANUARY 2027

Application forms can be downloaded from www.jameshopecollege.edu.ng under the
“admission” tab or can be collected from James Hope College, Twin Lakes Estate, Lekki, Lagos.

OPEN DAYS

DATE: SATURDAY 1£TH NOVEMBER, 2026 & SATURDAY 9TH JANUARY, 2027
TIME: 9AM TO T12:30PM

Follow us on all our social media handles:

@jameshopecollege f James Hope X @JHCLekki

DOWNLOAD

APPLICATION FORMS

Tel: +2347083662229, +2347018282065,
+2347085369376, +2347015349257

Email: admission@jameshope.edu.ng
Web: www.jamehopecollege.edu.ng
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Nigerian corporates raise N1.51tr from commercial paper in nine months

By Helen Gji
E quarter three Nigerian
Commercial Paper (CP) mar-
ket report has revealed that 60
issuersraised N1.51 trillion across
131 commercial paper (CP) series
in the first nine months of 2026.
The report released yesterday

by the Nigerian Exchange
Limited (NGX), revealed that of
the 131, seven series valued at
N2161billion have been listed on
NGX, highlighting the potential
to bring a greater share of CP
activity onto the Exchange.
Commercial paper (CP) is a
shortterm financial instrument

that companies use to borrow
money from investors to
finance their business opera-
tions. It allows a company to
raise money for a short period
without necessarily taking a
conventional bankloan.
Market-wide, N506.4 billion
was raised in the third quarter

across 46 new series from 28
issuers. Agriculture accounted
for the largest share of quarterly
issuance at N2262 billion (45
per cent of the total), followed
by oil & gas at N106.0 billion and
financial services at N65.0 bil-
lion. Year to date, Agriculture led
issuance with N512.7 billion

‘Developing nations’ investment in key sectors falls by over 25%

By Benjamin Alade
NT in critical sectors
cross developing countries fell
by more than 25 per cent in the
first half of 2026, despite an
increase in the overall value of
international investment, accord-
ing to the United Nations Trade
and Development (UNCTAD).

The decline affected sectors
essential to economic develop-
ment, including infrastructure,
energy, health and food systems,
highlighting the widening gap
between global investment flows
and the financing needs of devel-
oping economies.

UNCTAD disclosed this in its lat-

est Global Investment Trends
Monitor, released yesterday at the
ninth edition of the World
Investment Forum in Doha, Qatar.

The three-day forum, running
from October 25 to 27, brought
together governments, investors
and business leaders to explore
ways of directing capital towards
economies and industries that
need it most.

According to the report, the
increase in the overall value of
international investment in the
first half of the yearwas supported
by major transactions in strategic
sectors. However, new investment
projects and cross-border transac-

NSIA, Africa50 launch $300m fund to
expand Nigeria’s energy access

By Abigail Ikhaghu

E Nigeria Sovereign
Investment Authority
(NSIA), Africas0 and

Sustainable Energy for All
(SEforALL) have launched a
$300 million fund to expand
electricity access in under-
served communities and busi-
nesses across Nigeria.

The Nigeria Distributed
Renewable Energy (DRE) Fund
will finance renewable energy
solutions, including mini-
grids and standalone solar sys-
tems, to help close the coun-
try’senergyaccess gap and cre-
ate opportunities for econom-
ic growth.

Co-managed by NSIA and
Africas0, with SEforALL provid-
ing energy-access leadership,
the fund is designed to
mobilise investment for dis-
tributed renewable energy
projects and support Nigeria’s
broader development goals.

Managing Director and Chief
Executive Officer of
Renewables Investment
Platform for Limitless Energy
(RIPLE), launched by NSIA,

Yusuf Umar, said addressing
the country’s energy access
challenges required financ-
ing structures that could
deliver practical solutions to
communities and businesses.
Umar said: “Closing Nigeria’s
energy access gap requires
more than recognising the
scale of the challenge; it
requires financing structures
that can bring viable solu-
tions to the communities and
businesses that need them

most.”
He described the fund as an
important step towards

mobilising capital for distrib-
uted energy solutions at scale,
adding that collaboration,
disciplined investment and
effective  implementation
would be necessary to expand
electricity access and support
businesses.

Chief Executive Officer of
Sterling One Foundation,
Olapeju Ibekwe, said the fund
reflected the need to turn
development discussions
into practical investments
that improve people’s lives.

UBA launches climate action week to
drive green finance across Africa

UNITED Bank for Africa (UBA)
Plc has launched a Group-
wide Climate Action Week to
deepen climate awareness, pro-
mote responsible environmen-
tal practices and advance sus-
tainable finance across its
Africanand international opera-
tions.

The five-day campaign, run-
ning from October 26 to 30,
2026, is themed: “Banking on
Africa’s Climate Future” and
reflects the Bank’s commitment
to integrating environmental
responsibility into its opera-
tions, customer engagement
and financing solutions.

The initiative commenced
with the deployment of waste
segregation bins across UBA
offices and measures to reduce
the use of single-use plastics at
the BanKk’s head offices. These
activities underscore UBA’s
commitmentto translating sus-
tainability principles into prac-
tical actions within its work-

place and across its wider ecosys-
tem.

Throughout the week, UBA will
disseminate educational con-
tent across its media and digital
platforms to highlight the causes
and consequences of climate
change, including its impact on
food prices, energy consump-
tion and urban flooding. The
campaign will also promote
responsible plastic disposal, recy-
clingand thecritical role of finan-
cial institutions in financing
clean energy; sustainable agricul-
ture and other environmentally
responsible businesses.

As part of the campaign’s com-
munity engagement compo-
nent, UBA staff volunteers will
participate in a Group-wide
clean-up exercise on November?7,
in major cities across its markets.
In Nigeria, the exercise will take
place in Lagos, Kano and Port
Harcourt, mobilising employees
to contribute directly to cleaner
and healthier communities.

tions continued to decline global-
Iy

The development suggested that
the headline increase in invest-
ment value has not translated
into broader financing opportu-
nities for developing countries,
particularly those seeking capital
tostrengtheninfrastructure,ener-
gy supply; healthcare, and food
security.

UNCTAD also noted that global
foreign direct investment (FDI)
remained heavily concentrated in
a limited number of economies,
with more than 80 per cent of

worldwide FDI flowing to just 20
economies in2025.

The concentration of capital,
alongside geopolitical tensions,
energypricepressuresand supply
chain disruptions, continues to
weigh on the investment outlook
and complicateeffortsby develop-
ing countries to attract funding,

The World Investment Forum is
expected to providea platform for
policymakers and investors to
address these challenges and
explore partnerships that could
help direct investment towards
underserved markets.

raised between January and
September.

According to the NGX, the
seven series listed on NGX in
2026 include three originally
offered in late 2025, with
issuances by Dangote Cement
Plc, NGN Gram Limited, MeCure
Industries  Plc, Coleman
Technical Industries Limited
and Advans la Fayette
Microfinance Bank Limited, led
by Dangote Cement Plc (N119.9
billion) and Coleman Technical
Industries Limited (N66.0 bil-
lion).

Commenting on the report,
Chief Executive Officer; Nigerian
Exchange Limited, Jude
Chiemeka, said: “Nigeria’s com-
mercial paper market presents
a significant opportunity to
expand short-term financing for
businesses and deepen the role
of the capital market in corpo-
rate funding.

“At NGX, we are focused on
building our position as a venue

for commercial paper listings
by enhancing market visibility,
promoting transparency and
working closely with issuers,
financial advisers and institu-
tional investors.

“As issuance activity grows, our
priority is to attract more com-
mercial paper listings to the
Exchange, broaden investor
access and strengthen the con-
tribution of the listed market to
Nigeria’s capital formation.”

Market conditions also evolved
during the quarter as the 364-
day Treasury bill stop rate fell to
15.89 per cent from 1734 per cent
in Q2, while the Central Bank of
Nigeria (CBN) reduced the
Monetary Policy Rate by 350
basis points to 23 per cent on 22
September 2026.

Headline inflation declined to
14.63 per cent in September,
although the average CP dis-
count rate rose to 1935 per cent
in Q3 from 19.02 per cent in Q2.

BECOMING

THE PEAK

PERFORMER™

WITH DR. ABIOLA SALAMI

Nigeria needs profitable banks. Let us begin there today.
Profit matters because profitable banks can attract capital, invest in technology, hire talent, absorb losses, reward investors, pay
taxes, expand, innovate and remain resilient through difficult economic cycles.
So the argument is not that Nigerian banks should become less profitable. The argument is that profitability is not the complete
performance test for institutions that occupy such a significant position in the economy.

Profitable banks are not enough, Nigeria needs banks that make the economy perform

GERIA also needs banks

whose strength helps other

parts of the economy become
stronger.

It Has Been a Significant Period
for Nigerian Banking
The sector has undergone sub-
stantial recapitalisation. Digital-
payment infrastructure contin-
ues to expand. Financial institu-
tions remain an important con-
tributor to economic activity:

Nigeria’s finance and insurance
sector recorded real year-on-year
growth of 929 per cent in the
second quarter of 2026 and con-
tributed 337 per cent to real GDP.
Financial institutions accounted
for 8722 per cent of the sector’s
real activity.

Atthe same time, financial insti-
tutions’ real output was approx-
imately (1157 trillion in Q2 2026,
down from about [J1.75 trillion
in the preceding quarter.

This is an important reminder
that neither sector strength or
national impact can be under-
stood through a single number.
That is why banking now
requires a broader performance
conversation.

What Should Nigeria Get From
Stronger Banks?

This month, the Performance
Leadership Brief™ has asked one
central question:Nigerian Banks
Have Recapitalized. Can the
Banks NowRecapitalize Nigeria?
That question is deliberately
provocative.

It does not suggest that banks
alone can fix the Nigerian econo-
my; they cannot. To fix the
Nigerian economy fiscal policy;
monetary policy, infrastructure,
security, regulation, education,
governance, enterprise quality
and global conditions matter;
but banking matters too.

Financial institutions sit at the
intersection of savings, capital,
investment, trade, payments
and enterprise. Their perform-
ance has consequences beyond
their own organisations.

The Conversion Chain
Perhaps the postrecapitalisa-
tion era should be judged
through a simple chain:
CAPITAL [] CAPABILITY [J CRED-
IT OO0 ENTERPRISE [ PRODUCG
TIVITY [ NATIONAL PERFORM-
ANCE

Capital gives the institution
strength. Capability determines
what leadership can do with
that strength. Credit moves
resources toward economic
opportunity. Enterprise con-
verts those resources into activi-
ty. Productivity creates more
output  from  available
resourcesAnd national per-
formance emerges when this
conversion happens at suffi-
cientscale.

The weakness of many per-
formance systems is that we cel-
ebrate the first stage and
assume the rest.

We celebrate expenditure
instead of outcomes, training
instead of capability, policy
instead of implementation,
technologyinstead of user expe-
rience, capital instead of eco-
nomic conversion. But inputs
and outcomes are not the same
thing.

The Banking Performance Test
Must Expand

Imagine evaluating a major
Nigerian bank. Naturally, we
would examine profitability,
return on equity;capitaladequa-
cy, asset quality; liquidity; cost
efficiency and perhaps share-
holder returns. All of them are
legitimate indicators of institu-

tional performance.

But for an economy such as
Nigeria’s, we should increasing-
lyaskanother layer of questions.
How effectivelyis the institution
financing productive business-
es? Whatis the quality of its SME
franchise? How much capabili-
ty does it possess in sectors
Nigeria needs to grow? How
effectively does it support
exports? Howreliableareits pay-
ment channels? How effectively
doesitresolve complaints? How
well does it protect customers?
Whatkinds of businesses hasiits
financing helped move from
small to substantial? How
much economic activity sits
downstream of its capital?
These questions do not replace
traditional banking metrics.
They extend them.

The Difference Between a
Successful Bank and a
Significant Bank
A successful bank creates value
for itself and its stakeholders. A
significant bank does that and
becomes part of the infrastruc-
ture through which others cre-
atevalue.

It helps businesses move. It
allows households to transact
confidently. It helps investors
deploy capital.Itenables trade. It
finances productive assets. It
supports innovation. It helps
credible businesses cross the
gap between opportunity and
scale.

The strongest institutions in an
economy should create positive
performance effects beyond
their organisational bound-
aries. That is what makes them
institutions rather than merely
successful companies.

But Banks Cannot Do This
Alone

Nigeriacannotdemand dramat-
ically deeper productive lending
while ignoring the environment
within which lending decisions
are made.

The IMF's 2026 assessment|
noted that banks’ holdings of|
government securities, high
reserve requirements and struc-
tural constraints were limiting
privatessector credit intermedia-
tion.

The CBN'’s September decision
left the Cash Reserve
Requirement for deposit money/
banksat45 percentandresetthe
Monetary Policy Rate at 23 per
cent.

Therefore, the leadership chal-
lenge extends beyond bank
boards.

Policymakers must continue
creating conditions in which
productive private-sector lend-
ing becomes more viable.
Businesses mustimprove gover-
nance, records and bankability:
Credit infrastructure must deep-
en. The legal system must sup-
port contract enforcement.
Financial institutions mustinno-
vate in risk assessment. Capital
markets must provide alterna-
tives where bank lending is not
the right instrument.

This is why Performance
Leadership is ultimately about
systems. Sustainable outcomes
rarelycome from oneactoroper-
ating inisolation.

Visit wwwitppafrica.com for the
full article

Dr.Abiola Salamiisa World-Class
Performance Strategist and the
developer of Performance
Leadership™. His work focuses
on enabling leaders and organi-
sations close the gap between
investment, capability, execu-
tion and measurable outcomes.
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ITF-NECA job scheme records 90% graduate employment after 17 years

From Collins Olayinka, Abuja

ABOUT 90 per cent of grad-
uates of the Technical
Skills Development Project
(TSDP),a partnership between
the Industrial Training Fund
(ITF) and the Nigeria Employ-
ers' Consultative Association
(NECA), have secured employ-
ment or started their own
businesses.

This highlights the potential
of industry-driven vocational
training to address unem-
ployment and strengthen
Nigeria's industrial capacity.

The partnership, established

in March 2009, has aided the
training of thousands of
young Nigerians across the
country’s six geopolitical
zones in more than 35 techni-
calandvocational trades, with
84 public and private sector
organisations participating in
the programme.

The Director-General of
NECA, Adewale-Smatt Oy-
erinde, disclosed the figures at
the eighth edition of the ITF-
NECA Technical Skills Devel-
opment Project Stakeholders’
Dialogue Forum and 2025
Outstanding Trainees’ Awards
Ceremony held in Abuja re-

CIPM warns skills deficit could
undermine Made-in-Nigeria drive

From Collins Olayinka, Abuja
THE Chartered Institute
of Personnel Manage-
ment of Nigeria (CIPM) has
warned that skills short-
ages and inadequate work-
force development could
undermine Nigeria's in-
dustrialisation drive.

Urging the Federal Gov-
ernment and private sec-
tor to prioritise human cap-
ital development, the insti-
tute said Nigeria’s ability
to compete globally and ex-
pand local production de-
pends on the quality, pro-
ductivity, and technical ca-
pabilities of its workforce,
not its abundant natural
resources.

The CIPM President and
Chairman of the Govern-
ing Council, Ahmed Ladan
Gobir, stated this at the in-
stitute’s second-half 2026
Advocacy Roundtable,

themed: ‘Unlocking Nige-
ria’s Potential: The Critical
Role of Human Capital in
Driving Made in Nigeria
Growth.

Gobir said Nigeria’s eco-
nomic challenge was nota
lack of natural resources or
talent but its failure to de-
velop and effectively har-
ness the capabilities of its
people.

Comparing Nigeria with
Singapore, he noted that
countries with fewer natu-
ral advantages had achieved
stronger economic out-
comes by investing delib-
erately in skills, institutions,
human capital and enter-
prise.

“Before we insist on what
is Made-in-Nigeria, are we
investing sufficiently in
those who must make it?”
he asked.

FG to enforce safety standards in
commercial diving operations

From Collins Olayinka, Abuja

THE Federal Governmenthas
inaugurated the diving gov-
erning board to strengthen en-
forcement of safety regulations
and protect Nigerian workers
engaged in hazardous com-
mercial diving operations
across the country.

The Federal Ministry of Labour
and Employment recently in-
augurated the board in Abuja to
close regulatory gaps by en-
forcing stricter compliance with
the Factories (Diving at Work)
Regulations, 2018.

The move comes amid ex-
panding maritime activities,
oiland gas exploration, portde-
velopment, and underwater
engineering projects, which
have increased the need to ef-
fectively regulate commercial
divingand protect workers ex-
posed to potentially fatal occu-
pational hazards.

Minister of Labour and Em-
ployment, Muhammadu
Maigari Dingyadi, who spoke at
the inauguration, described
the board’s establishmentasa
significant step toward ad-
dressing longstanding safety
concernsand ensuring existing
regulations translate into ef-
fective protection for divers.

He said commercial diving re-
mained one of the most haz-
ardous industrial occupations,
with regulatory weaknesses,
inadequate standardisation,
and unsafe practices putting
workers’ lives atrisk.

Dingyadi said the expansion
of Nigeria’s maritime and off-
shoreindustries had made the
safety and welfare of commer-
cial divers a national priority,
stressing that regulationsalone
were insufficient without an
institution capable of enforcing
them.

He charged the board to en-
sure thatdiving projects did not
commence without the nec-
essary medical fitness certifi-
cation, approved operational
plans and competent person-
nel.

The ministeralso urged mem-
bers to work with recognised
training institutions, includ-
ing the Nigerian Navy Diving
School and accredited civilian
centres, to establish transparent
certification pathways for com-
mercial divers.

He said theinitiative would re-
duce reliance on unverified for-
eign credentials and ensure
personnel operating in the sec-
tor have the required technical
competence.

cently.

He said the initiative was es-
tablished to address the mis-
match between the technical
competencies industries re-
quire and the skills available
in the Nigerian labour mar-
ket, a problem identified in a
jointworkforce survey ITFand
NECA conducted in 2008.

According to him, the survey
identified critical shortagesin
mechanical maintenance,
welding, electrical and elec-
tronic maintenance, automa-
tion, instrumentation, and
other industrial trades,
prompting both organisa-
tions to develop a practical
training model to prepare
young Nigerians for the work-

place.

Oyerinde said the partner-
ship had continued to provide
a pipeline of skilled workers
for industry at a time when
Technical and Vocational Ed-
ucation and Training (TVET)
had yet toreceive the policy at-
tention and investment it de-
served.

The programme, he added,
demonstrated the impor-
tance of sustained collabora-
tion between government
institutions and employersin
equipping young people with
competencies that translate
into employment, en-
trepreneurship and im-
proved industrial
productivity.

Beyond employment out-

comes, the initiative seeks to
address the shortage of work-
ers with the practical exper-
tise to operate, maintain and
repair equipment, improve
production processes and
supportlocal manufacturing.

For an economy seeking to
expand domestic production,
reduce dependence on im-
ported goods, and create jobs
for its growing youth popula-
tion, skilled technicians and
artisans remain essential to
business competitivenessand
the sustainability of industrial
investments.

The ITE-NECA partnership
has therefore placed industry
participation at the centre of
skills development, allowing

Chief Exective Officer, Creato Urban Limited, Odion Aleobua(left); Team Lead, Brand and Communications, Leadway PFA, Tomisin Adeleye;
Publisher, BusinessDay Limited, Frank Aighogun; and Brand Manager, Leadway Group, Niyi Abiola, at the BusinessDay Banks and Other Finan-

employers to contribute to
the training process and help
ensure that acquired compe-
tencies reflect actual work-
place requirements.

Speaking at the ceremony,
the Chairman of the ITF Gov-
erning Council, Hamma-
Adama Ali Kumo, represented
by Mrs Mercy Oyewole, said
Nigeria’s industrial ambitions
depend on its ability to turn
its population's talents into
productive capacity.

He said factories, construc-
tion projects, energy systems,
transport networks, agricul-
tural enterprises and digital
infrastructure all require
workers with specialised tech-
nical skills.

cial Institutions (BAFI) Awards, where Leadway Assurance clinched the Insurance Company of the Year award in Lagos.

Nigeria wants Korean investment to create jobs, boosts manufacturing

From Collins Olayinka, Abuja

HE Federal Government has

called for increased South
Korean investment in Nigeria’s
manufacturing, automobile
assembly, shipbuilding, and
agricultural sectors to expand
employment opportunities,
accelerate technology transfer,
and diversify the country’s
economy beyond crude oil
and gas.

The government said
stronger economic coopera-
tion with South Korea would
help develop local industries,
improve agricultural produc-
tivity and equip young Nigeri-
ans with skills needed to
participate in productive eco-
nomic activities.

The call came during the 2026
celebration of South Korea’s
National Day in Abuja, where
Nigeria and South Korea reaf-
firmed their commitment to
strengthening bilateral trade,
investment and technical co-
operation.

Representing the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Ambassador
Bianca Ojukwu, the Chief of
Protocol, Ambassador Baba-
gana Wakil, said Nigeria wel-
comed greater Korean
participation in productive
sectors that generate employ-
ment and strengthen domes-
tic  industrial  capacity.

Wakil said Nigeria was partic-

ularly interested in expanding
trade beyond crude oiland lig-
uefied natural gas to include
non-oil exports, especially agri-
cultural produce, while at-
tracting investments that
would createjobs and facilitate
the transfer of technology and
expertise.

Healsoidentified automobile
assembly, shipbuilding and
other manufacturing activities
as areas where increased Ko-
rean investment could sup-
port Nigeria’s economic
development.

“We welcome increased Ko-
rean investment in manufac-
turing, automobile assembly,
shipbuilding, and other pro-
ductive sectors that can pro-
mote technology transfer and
employment generation,” he
said.

The government also ex-
pressed interest in leveraging
South Korea’s experience in
agricultural mechanisation,
improved rice production and
agro-processing to strengthen
food security and raise pro-
ductivity. Nigeria is seeking op-
portunities to participate in
Korea’s Care Rice Belt Initiative
as part of efforts to improve
agricultural output and de-
velop employment opportuni-
tiesalong the food value chain.

Wakil said cooperation in ed-
ucation, digital technology,
technical training and re-

search would also be impor-
tant in developing the human
capital required to support in-
dustrial expansion.

He noted that Nigeria had
benefited from Korean capac-
ity-building programmes, in-
cluding those facilitated by the
Korea International Coopera-
tion Agency (KOICA). He wel-
comed further initiatives to
equip young people with rele-
vant technical and profes-
sional skills.

The government’s position re-
flected a broader effort to
translate Nigeria’s economic
relationship with South Korea
into investment, industrial de-
velopment and employment,
rather than allowing bilateral
trade to remain concentrated
in the energy sector.

Oninstitutional cooperation,
Wakil said Nigeria attached
considerable importance to
the Nigeria-Korea Joint Com-
missionasa framework for ad-
vancing bilateral relations. He
said the sixth session was held
in2021and thatNigerialooked
forward to hosting the seventh
session in Abuja.

He called on the Korean gov-
ernment to send high-level of-
ficials to Nigeria for further
engagement, expressing hope
that the meeting would open
additional avenues for invest-
ment and cooperation across
productive sectors.

South Korean companies, in-
cluding Daewoo, LG, Samsung
and Hyundai, are among the
firms the Korean ambassador
identified as participating in
commercial and technical co-
operation with Nigeria. Their
activities span manufacturing,
energy, digital technology,and
infrastructure.

Speaking at the event, Korea’s
ambassador to Nigeria, Jeong
Yo-an, said his country’s part-
nership with Nigeria is builton
the principle of working as
equal partners, sharing expert-
ise and creating opportunities
for mutual benefit.

He highlighted ongoing de-
velopment initiatives involv-
ing Korean institutions and
international partners, includ-
ingentrepreneurship support,
education and agricultural
employment programmes.

Under a smart-school project
implemented with the United
Nations Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP), the ambassa-
dor said the project reached
about 8,000 children, and
more than 300 teachers and
school leaders received train-
ing.

Ambassador Jeong cited col-
laboration between KOICAand
the Food and Agriculture Or-
ganisation to create green jobs
foryoungNigerians in agricul-
ture, alongside support for en-
trepreneurs and start-ups.
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Odah slams labour’s silence on subsidy, soaring living costs

From Collins Olayinka, Abuja
AFORMER General Secretary
of the Nigeria Labour
Congress(NLC),John Odah, has
criticised organised labour
over perceived diminishingin-
fluence amid worsening eco-
nomic hardship.

He urged the movementtore-
claim its voice on fuel subsidy
removal, rising living costs,
and deteriorating workers’
welfare.

Odah, who is now the Execu-
tive Secretary of the Organisa-
tion of Trade Unions of West
Africa (OTUWA), said the

labour movement should beat
the forefront of articulating
workers’ grievances following
the removal of the petrol sub-
sidy and the devaluation of the
naira, which he said had signif
icantly worsened living condi-
tions across the country.
While speaking at the open-
ing session of the National Ex-
ecutive Council (NEC) meeting
of the Non-Academic Staff
Union of Educational and As-
sociated Institutions (NASU)in
Abuja, he questioned why
politicians were increasingly
making the case for the return

Olufuye joins UN advisory group
on global digital policy

By Adeyemi Adepetun
THE United Nations Group
on the Information Soci-
ety (UNGIS) has appointed
Principal Consultant at Kon-
temporary Konsulting and
Chair of the Advisory Coun-
cil of the Africa ICT Alliance
(AfICTA), Dr Jimson Olufuye,
as a member of its Multi-
stakeholder Consultation
Group (UNGIS-MCG), bring-
ing together representatives
from governments, the pri-
vate sector, civil society, the
technical community, aca-
demia and international or-
ganisations.

Building on the outcomes
of the WSIS+20 Review and
its emphasis on strength-
ening multi-stakeholder di-
alogue and cooperation, the
UNGIS-MCG will serve as an
advisory and consultative
platform to facilitate regular

information sharing on
UNGIS priorities and gather
perspectives and feedback
from diverse stakeholder
communities.

The UNGIS-MCG builds on
the outcomes of the
WSIS+20 Review, including
UN General Assembly Reso-
lution A|RES/80/173, as well as
stakeholder inputs through
the 29th yearly session of
the CSTD, the annual WSIS
Forum and UNGIS-related
events, with a view to fos-
tering inclusive multi-
stakeholder dialogue.

Olufuye

Group urges NANNM to prioritise
nurses’ welfare over assets

By Gloria Nwafor

THE Campaign for Demo-
craticand Workers’ Rights
(CDWR) has urged the na-
tional leadership of the Na-
tional Association of Nigeria
Nurses and Midwives (NAN-
NM) to prioritise workers’
welfare and tackle casualisa-
tion in the nursing profession
rather than sell the union’s
property in Lagos to finance
a project in Abuja.

The group said the alleged
plan to sell Nurses House at
43, Churchgate Street, Victo-
ria Island, Lagos, raised con-
cerns about the union’s pri-
orities ata time when nurses
face workplace challenges,
including casual employ-
ment, contract staffing, un-
lawful dismissal, intimida-
tion and harassment.

CDWR National Chairperson
Rufus Olusesan and National
Publicity Secretary, Chinedu
Bosah, called on the union’s
national leadership to halt
the proposed sale of the prop-
erty, which they described
asastrategic investmentand
welfare asset for nurses.

The group said the Lagos
State Government, under the
administration of the late
Governor LateefJakande, gift-
ed the property to the union
to serve as an investment
and welfare centre for nurses
inLagosand across the coun-

try.
Italleged that the NANNM
national leadership, work-
ing with some members of
the Lagos State Council, had
concluded plans to sell the
propertytoraise funds for the
proposed Durumi projectin
Abuja.

CDWR argued that the
union should focus on de-
fending nurses’ employment
rights and improving work-
ing conditions, especially as
casualisation and contract
staffing continue to chal-
lenge the profession.

According to the group,
many nurses in private
healthcare facilities face ex-
ploitation and remain out-
side union representation,
accusing the NANNM lead-
ership of failing to show suf-
ficientinterestin organising
them.

Italso questioned the need
to sell the Lagos property,
citing other assets allegedly
owned by the union in Abu-
ja,including residential build-
ings, a guest house and sev-
eral hectares of land in Gwag-
walada.

The group maintained that
trade unions should focus
primarily on organising
workers and protecting their
interests, rather than ex-
panding their property hold-
ings.

offuel subsidywhile organised
labour appeared less vocal on
an issue it had opposed for
decades.

He warned that labour
unions’ inability to sustain a
strong public response to eco-
nomic hardship was raising
questions about their rele-
vance and weakening their
standing among workers and
the wider population.

“What has happened to our
voice as organised labour?”
Odah asked, expressing con-
cern that Nigerians were pay-
ingless attention to the labour
movement’s statements and
actions.

Heargued that fuel subsidy re-
moval and naira devaluation

reinforced longstanding trade
union concernsabout how the
policies affect workers’ pur-
chasing power and living stan-
dards.

President Bola Tinubu an-
nounced the removal of the
petrol subsidy on May 29,2023,
triggering a sharp increase in
fuel prices and transportation
costs, with knock-on effects on
food prices, household expen-
diture and the cost of doing
business.

Odah said organised labour,
given its institutional experi-
ence and historical opposition
to subsidy removal, should
lead the national conversation
on the policy’s consequences
and press for measures to pro-

tect workers and low-income
households.

He recalled that during the
administrations of former
President Umaru Musa
Yar’Adua and later President
Goodluck Jonathan, he served
as a member and secretary of
the NLC committee on deregu-
lation, chaired by NASU Gen-
eral Secretary Comrade
Adeyemi, then a deputy presi-
dent of the Congress.

According to him, the com-
mittee produced a compre-
hensive report on fuel subsidy
and deregulation of the
petroleum sector, underscor-
ing the labour movement's
longstanding involvement in
the debate.

The former labour official said

the movement’s present
predicament required serious
reflection on its strategies, de-
cisions and relationship with
the public.
Odah also challenged compar-
isons between Nigeria’s petrol
priceincreasesand thosein the
United States, saying such com-
parisons failed to account for
differences in economic condi-
tions and workers’ living stan-
dards.

He maintained that the cen-
tral issue was not simply the
price of petrol but the cumula-
tive pressure of rising costs on
workers whose incomes had
struggled to keep pace within-
flation.

Phillips Outsourcing seeks govt oversight to protect industry

By Gloria Nwafor

NIGERIA’S outsourcing in-
dustry needs stronger gov-
ernment legislation and
operational standards to curb
unprofessional practices, pro-
tect workers’ welfare, and level
the playing field for compliant
operators, Phillips Outsourcing
Managing Director, Olayemi
Fadahunsi, said.

Fadahunsi said the growing
importance of outsourcing to
businesses and the economy
makes it necessary for the gov-
ernment to set clear standards
that distinguish professional

operators from firms that cut
corners, warning that inade-
quate regulation could under-
mine efforts to build a
sustainable industry.

Healso urged the government
to ensure regulatory oversight
extended across the industry,
not just to established opera-
tors, to promote fair competi-
tion and consistent standards.

Speaking at the fifth edition of
the Phillips Football Tourna-
ment, tagged "Goal Frenzy
2026", held at Riverbank
School, Oniru, Lagos, Fadahunsi
said outsourcing companies

had a responsibility to protect
employees’ interests while
helping client organisations
improve efficiency and focus
on their core businesses.

According to him, the sector
contributes to the economy
through activities including tax
payments and pension remit-
tances, making stronger insti-
tutional support necessary to
sustain its growth.

"The business in Nigeria has
now started to recognise the
importance of outsourcing.
Outsourcing contributes a lot
to the Nigerian GDP,” he said.

He noted that although gov-
ernment agencies, including
the National Pension Commis-
sion and the Industrial Train-
ing Fund, were working to
support the industry, more was
needed to ensure operators
were held to consistent stan-
dards.

Fadahunsi said the govern-
mentshould strengthen itsen-
gagement with outsourcing
companies to ensure all opera-
tors comply with the same re-
quirements, rather than
focusing regulatory attention
on a few established firms.

Lagos plans 20% innovation grants for women, youth

By Victoria Nwachukwu

LAGOS State is working on an
innovation bill that will re-
serve onefifth of innovation
grantsforwomen-andyouth-ed
ventures.

The state governmentalsoaims
to double technology and inno-
vation contributions tothestate’s
economy by2030.

Commissioner for Innovation,
Science and Technology, Olatun-
bosun Alake, disclosed thisat the
Lagos Innovates LaunchPad 2.0
Idea Hub Pitch Day and Ecosys-
tem Showcase, where he out-
lined the state’s support for
startups and its plans to
strengthen the innovation
ecosystem.

Accordingto him, the proposed
bill aimed to shift the state from
providinginnovation supportto
establishing permanent struc-
tures for it. He also said the gov-
ernment was expanding fibre
infrastructure and welcoming
founders and researchers re-
turning home.

He said Lagos-based startups at-
tracted more than $6 billion be-

tween 2019 and 2024,accounting
for 70 per cent of Nigeria's tech-
nologyinvestmentduring the pe-
riod.

Alake also said the Lagos State
Employment Trust Fund (LSETF)
disbursed more than Ni15 billion
to over 20,000 small businesses,
creating more than320,000jobs.
He put the repayment rate at
above 94 per cent.

Through Lagos Innovates, he
said, more than 1,200 startups re-
ceived support, while over 3300
technology talents were devel-
oped. He added that the Lagos
State Science, Research and Inno-
vation Council had awarded al-
most N1 billion to 155 researchers
and startups.

Alake said the government’s re-
sponsibilitywas tobuild the insti-
tutions, infrastructure, and
policiesthatletideas thrive,while
notbecomingan obstacletobusi-
nesses.

He urged founders to focus on
solving real problems, under-
standing their customers, and
building  revenue-generating
businesses, rather than chasing
the attention that comes with

pitching theirideas.

“Love the problem, not your
idea,” he told the entrepreneurs,
urging them to listen to cus-
tomers, study competitors, test
their products and keep improv-
ingthem.

Healsoencouraged investorsto
support startups with mentor-
ship, market access, technical ex-

pertiseand opportunitiestoreach
real customers.

Also speaking, Chair of the Lagos
State House of Assembly Com-
mittee on Wealth Creation and
Employment, Foluke Stella, said
turning ideas into sustainable
businesses required mentorship,
relevant skills, access to funding
and a supportive environment.

IN THE MATTER OF NUPLAS INDUSTRIES LIMITED
IN LIQUIDATION (VOLUNTARY WINDING UP)

AND IN THE MATTER OF THE COMPANIES AND ALLIED
MATTERS ACT 2020 NOTICE OF FINAL MEETING.

Notice is hereby given that in pursuance of Section
631(2) OF the Companies and Allied Matters
Act2020, the final General meeting of Nuplas
Industries Limited (In members Voluntary winding
up) will hold at 6 Kolawole Shonibare Street, Ajao
Estate, Isolo, Lagos on 30 October 2026 for the
purpose of laying before the meeting accounts of the
winding up of the above named company and of
giving any explanation thereof towards the final
dissolution of the company

Dated 28 October 2026.
Onwusa Ishicheli Liquidator.
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A Suites and Apartments Hospitality Company in the axis of Magboro

needs qualified workers preferably living in the neighborhood of Ihafo, Mowe, Arepo or Berger

for immediate employment in the following positions:

A)- RECEPTIONIST: Qualification; OND, good written and spoken English
skills, computer literate. (MS Words, Excel, Page Maker)

B)- CLEANERS: Qualification; Senior Secondary School Certificate with
experience in apartments cleaning.

Applicants should send their application and typed CV
in clear readable PDF format to this e-mail: execdelight@gmail.com
Applications close on 8th November 2026.

Signed
Management

www.guardian.ng

Interested and qualified candidates should send their detailed

Visit W nigeriabestjohs com
foratest obs in Nigeria
e joh posEings for Employers

VACANCY

SUPERINTENDENT PHARMACIST
A fast-growing Pharmaceutical Manufacturing and Distribution
Company based in Lagos, requires the services of an
experienced and motivated professional to fill the position of
SUPERINTENDENT PHARMACIST. A minimum of 3-5 years
post-NYSC experience in required

METHOD OF APPLICATION:

LAGOS OFFICE:
OB0OZEA11767

07069747993

CV and Cover Letter, with the position applied for as the
subject of the email to: jobspharmacoy@gmail.com
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Reps deputy speaker confirms bill meets constitutional threshold

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
proval by the State Houses of
Assembly would require the
document to be returned to
the states for fresh considera-
tion.

He said the bill should ordi-
narily be transmitted to the
President for assent, having
been harmonised by the Na-
tional Assembly and subse-
quently approved by the state
legislatures.

According to him, any further
alteration, however minor,
would amount to another
amendment requiring the
consent of the state assem-
blies.

“If it is true that further al-
terations have been made to
the bill after the states ap-
proved it, even if such alter-
ations involve only the inser-
tion of a comma, in my opin-

ion, the bill should be re-
turned to the states for ap-
proval.

“Thisis because what is being
presented to the President for
assentmustbe the same doc-
ument that the National As-
sembly passed and the states
approved. If any alteration is
made, it means the bill has
been amended again, and it
should be returned to the
states to determine whether
they agree with the changes.

“It is possible that some
states may not agree with the
alterations,” he said.

On the legal concerns sur-
rounding the implementa-
tion of state police and mea-
sures to prevent abuse by gov-
ernors, Layonu said he would
need to study the bill before of
fering recommendations.

“I have not read the provi-

sions of the bill thoroughly
enough to offer any views,
opinions or recommenda-
tions. I will need to study its
provisions before I can com-
menton thoseissues,” he said.

Alagos-based lawyer, Dr Yemi
Omodele, said concerns about
the extent of governors’ con-
trol over state police and the
potential for abuse should
have been adequately ad-
dressed during the committee
stage and by the State Houses
of Assembly.

He expressed optimism that
the constitutional process
would soon be concluded, not-
ing that the required threshold
for the proposed amendment
had been met.

“The issue of state police in
Nigeria will soon be settled, as
the constitutional require-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 35

" JOIN OUR TEAM

1. KITCHEN AND LAUNDRY EQUIPMENT
MAINTENANCE TECHNICIANS

Job Location: Lagos/Abuja/Bonny Island

(Ability to relocate to any of these

locations will be desirable)

Qualifications & Knowledge:

B.ENG/HND/OND Electrical/Electronic

Engineering

Work Experience: At least 8 years in

maintenance of industrial catering and

laundry equipment

Age: Not above 50 years

Remuneration: Negotiable

Job Responsibilities:

* [nstall and Commission industrial kitchen
and laundry equipment

* Perform preventive and corrective
maintenance

* Diagnose mechanical and electrical faults

* Repair or replace faulty component
systems

* Ensure all equipment operates safely and
efficiently

* Maintain service records and maintenance
logs

* Ensure compliance with food safety and
quality standards

2. REFRIGERATION/COLDROOM
MAINTENANCE TECHNICIANS

Job Location: Lagos/Abuja/Bonny Island

(Ability to relocate to any of these

locations will be desirable)

Qualifications & Knowledge:

HND/OND in Refrigeration & Air conditioning

or related field

Work Experience: At least 5 yearsin

maintenance of coldrooms and other

cooling systems

Age: Not above 50 years

Remuneration: Negotiable

Job Responsibilities:

* Install, operate and maintain coldroomes, air
conditioning systems, freezers and other
refrigeration equipment

* Monitor temperature and ensure optimal
performance of all equipment

* Troubleshoot and repair faults in

refrigeration and control systems

* Carry out planned preventive maintain on
refrigeration equipment

* Ensure compliance with food safety and
quality standards

3. MARKETERS

Job Location: Lagos(Applicants residing at
Lekki axis preferable)

Qualifications & Knowledge:
BSC/HND/OND in Marketing or any other re-
lated field

Work Experience: At least 3 years experience
marketing industrial catering,

refrigeration and laundry equipment

Age: Not above 45 years

Remuneration: Negotiable

Job Responsibilities

+ |dentify target client segment and develop

We are a leading provider of industrial kitchen, bakery,
dishwashing, refrigeration and laundry equipment in
Nigeria. We are also an expert in the maintenance of

aforementioned equipment.

Due to expansion, we seek to employ suitably qualified
candidates to fill the following positions:

appropriate marketing strategy

* Create and manage marketing collateral

* Business lead generation and sales
collaboration

* Oversee company’s social media platforms

4. OFFICE SECRETARY

Job Location: Lagos( Applicants residing at Lekki
axis preferable)

Qualifications & Knowledge:

BSC/HND/OND in Secretarial studies or
related field.

Work Experience: At least 5 years experience
handling secretarial works

Age: Not above 40 years

Remuneration: Negotiable

Job Responsibilities

* Correspondence management

* Record Keeping

* Front desks operation

* Meeting scheduling

9. CLEANER

Job Location: Lekki Lagos( Applicants residing at
Chevron axis preferable)

Qualifications & Knowledge:

Minimum of Secondary School Leaving
Certificate

Work Experience: At least 3 years in cleaning or
janitorial position

Age: Not above 40 years

Remuneration: Negotiable

Job Responsibilities:

* Sweeping, mopping and vacuuming

* Dusting and surface cleaning

* Waste disposal and bin management

* Restocking cleaning supplies and toiletries

* Reporting safety and maintenance issues

* Other job specific responsibilities

6. GENERATOR TECHNICIANS

Job Location: Lagos,Abuja,Minna,Bauchi,Enugu

and Warri(Ability to relocate to any of these

locations will be desirable)

Qualifications & Knowledge: HND/OND in

Electrical Engineering or related field

Work Experience: Atleast 5 yearsin

maintenance of generators

Age: Not above 50 years

Remuneration: Negotiable

Job Responsibilities:

* Install and commission industrial generators of
different capacities

* Perform preventative maintenance

* Perform breakdown maintenance

* Log service reports, parts usage and
compliance with local safety or electrical codes

Interested and qualified applicants
should send
CV and application letter to

technical.recruitment@yahoo.com

Only qualified applicants will be shortlisted
and invited for further interview

Application Deadline:
Two weeks from the date of advert publication.

1.

VACANCIES

PRINCIPAL

2. School Accountant

A

reputable British-Nigerian/Integrated

Curriculum, Secondary School in Abuja City

Centre,

invites applications from qualified

and experienced candidates for the following
positions:

1. PRINCIPAL
Requirements

Master’s degree in Education, Educational
Administration, or a related field, with a
recognised teaching qualification (PGCE,
PGDE, or equivalent).

Minimum of 10 vyears’ teaching and
leadership experience, including at least 5
years in a senior school leadership position
(Principal or Vice Principal)

Proven experience in a secondary school
offering both British (Cambridge/IGCSE)
and Nigerian curricula.

Strong knowledge of  curriculum
development, assessment, quality
assurance, educational standards, and
regulatory compliance.

Ability to lead and manage staff and school
improvement initiatives.

Excellent leadership, communication,
interpersonal, and organisational skills.
High integrity and the ability to work
effectively in a multicultural environment.

2. SCHOOL ACCOUNTANT
Requirements

Bachelor’s degree in Accounting, Finance,
or a related field.

Mandatory professional qualification: ICAN,
ACCA, ANAN, or equivalent.

Minimum of 5 vyears’ post-qualification
experience, preferably in a school.
Proficiency in accounting software and
knowledge of financial regulations.
High integrity, accuracy, and
analytical and communication skills.
Ensure accurate financial records, effective
internal controls, and statutory obligations.

strong

APPLICATION: Send your CV and application
letter to: abjtopschool@gmail.com on or before
5 November 2026.

Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted.




26 |

THE GUARDIAN, Tuesday, October 27,2026

...Inspiring a Sustainable Future

Who we are

Nigeria LNG Limited (NLNG) is a globally
competitive energy company improving lives
sustainably. Incorporated in 1989, NLNG plays a
critical role in harnessing Nigeria's natural gas
resources for domestic and international markets,
while driving long-term economic and social
value.

At NLNG, we offer an innovative work
environment, strong ethical standards, and career
experiences that enable our people to thrive and
make meaningfulimpact.

We are an Equal Opportunity Employer.
Employment decisions are based on business
need, job requirements, individual qualifications
and performance in a competitive assessment
process.

Candidates who require a reasonable adjustment
during the recruitment process due to a disability
should notify us. A reasonable adjustment is a
change made to remove or reduce a disability-
related disadvantage during recruitment.
Requests from shortlisted candidates will be
considered at each stage, based on individual
needs and the requirements of the recruitment
process.

Reasonable adjustments support equitable
participationin the recruitment process but do not
remove or alter the essential safety, operational
or competence requirements of the role.

The Opportunity

We seek suitably qualified candidates for
employmentinto the following positions:

1.  Shift Operator(P0O/2026/001)
Location: Bonny Island, Rivers State

Job Objectives:

To carry out daily field operational activities in the
assigned plant area in a safe and efficient manner
to ensure steady and sustained productionin line
with daily production targets. Perform the role of
a safety critical position holder and a safety critical
human barrier as defined in the bowties to ensure
the effectiveness of the control barriers.

The Person:

To be eligible to apply for the OPERATOR position,

candidate should possess:

a. A Higher National Diploma (HND) in
Chemical, Instrumentation and Control,
Petroleum/Gas, Mechatronics, Mechanical
or Electrical/Electronic Engineering, Civil,
Structural, Environmental, Marine,
Metallurgical, Materials or Software
Engineering obtained with a minimum of
Upper Credit level.

b.  Minimum of 4 years working experience in
LNG operations.

c.  Skill in LNG process and auxiliary operating
areas (Gas Transmission, NG treatment, NG
Pre-cooling and Liquefaction, Liquid
Handling unit, LNG utilities, Storage and
Loading).

Core Competencies

. Plant Operations and Process Monitoring.

. HSE Risk Management and Safety
Compliance.
Emergency Response Preparedness.
Problem Solving and Operational Decision-
Making.

. Communication and Team Collaboration.

. Digital Awareness and Continuous
Improvement.

. Operational Excellence and Reliability.

Attachment of the underlisted documents
(copies)is MANDATORY

HND Certificate.

NYSC Discharge or Exemption Certificate
Birth Certificate or Declaration of Age
Evidence of Change of Name (where
applicable)

. Current Curriculum Vitae (CV)

2. Operations Supervisor(P0O/2026/002)
Location: Bonny Island, Rivers State

Job Objectives:

Lead and supervise all operational activities in the
assigned operational area of the Plant to ensure
safe, efficient, and reliable plant performance. The
role is responsible for monitoring and controlling
operations, optimizing plant conditions,
managing start-ups and shutdowns, responding

www.nlng.com
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to emergencies, and maintaining production
continuity. As a designated safety-critical position
holder and human barrier, the incumbent plays a
key role in preventing and mitigating operational
risks in line with established safety controls and
bowtie requirements. This position supervises
and ensures compliance with operating plans,
procedures, work instructions, and safety
standards.

The Person:
To be eligible to apply for the OPERATIONS
SUPERVISOR position, candidates should possess:

e A Higher National Diploma (HND) in
Chemical, Instrumentation, Petroleum/Gas,
Mechatronics, Mechanical or
Electrical/Electronic Engineering, Civil,
Structural, Environmental, Marine,
Metallurgical, Materials or Software
Engineering obtained at a minimum of
Upper Credit level.

o Minimum of 10 years' working experience in
LNG operations with at least 3 years'
experience in plantoperations.

® Evidence of acquisition of the required 12
Assessment & Progression (A&P) Skill
Blocks.

Core Competencies

o Plant Operations Management and
Optimization

) HSE and Process Safety Leadership

o Emergency Response and Incident
Management

2 People Management, Coaching, and
Mentoring

e ProblemSolvingand Decision Making

= Commercial Awareness and Digital Literacy

® Operational Excellence and Reliability

Attachment of the underlisted documents
(copies)is MANDATORY

HND Certificate
NYSCDischarge or Exemption Certificate
Evidence of acquisition of 12 A&P Skill Blocks
Birth Certificate or Declaration of Age
Evidence of Change of Name (where
applicable)

Current Curriculum Vitae (CV)

3. Shift Principal Operator (P0/2026/003)

Location: Bonny Island, Rivers State

Job Objectives:

Carry out field operational activities within the
assigned plant area safely and efficiently to
ensure reliable, stable, and sustained production
in line with operational and production targets.
The role is responsible for monitoring plant
conditions, executing operational tasks, and
supporting safe plant performance while serving
as a designated safety-critical position holder and
human barrier in accordance with defined bowtie
controls. The incumbent contributes to the
effectiveness of critical risk barriers, responds to
operational challenges as required, and is capable
of deputizing for the Area Supervisor when
designated.

The Person:
To be eligible to apply for the SHIFT PRINCIPAL
OPERATOR position, candidates should possess:

. A Higher National Diploma (HND) in
Chemical, Instrumentation and Control,
Petroleum/Gas, Mechatronics, Mechanical
or Electrical/Electronic Engineering, Civil,
Structural, Environmental, Marine,
Metallurgical, Materials or Software
Engineering obtained at a minimum of
Upper Credit level.

® Minimum of 8 years working experience in
LNG operations.

° Evidence of acquisition of 9 Assessment and
Progression (A & P) Skill Blocks.

Core Competencies

Plant Operations and Process Monitoring
HSE Risk Management
Operational Discipline and Compliance
Communication and Teamwork

Problem Solving and Personal Effectiveness
Innovation, Digital Awareness, and
Continuous Improvement

Operational Excellence and Production
Reliability

Attachment of the underlisted documents
(copies)is MANDATORY

www.nlng.com
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HND Certificate.

NYSC Discharge or Exemption Certificate
Evidence of acquisition of 9 A&P Skill Blocks
Birth certificate or Declaration of Age
Evidence of Change of Name (where
applicable)

® Current Curriculum Vitae (CV)

Applications must include copies of the relevant
certificates/documents listed.

Applications without the mandatory
attachments will NOT be considered.

UNDERSTAND THE ROLE BEFORE YOU APPLY
These are hands-on, safety-critical plant roles.
Successful candidates must be willing and able to:

® Work the prescribed shift rotation.

° Work at heights and above water,
particularly at the loading jetties, where
required.

® Participate in emergency response and
serve on the First Intervention Team (FIT) as
required.

® Wear prescribed Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE) correctly and consistently.

. Maintain a clean-shaven face while on shift
rotation for effective use of Breathing
Apparatus (BA), and ensure head hair allows
the safe and proper use of helmets and
other PPE.

® Meet applicable fitness-to-work
requirements.

®  Comply with all applicable HSE, operational
and emergency-response requirements.

APPLICATION DECLARATION

o By applying, candidates confirm that they
have read and understood the advertised
duties, working conditions and essential role
requirements, and that the information
providedis complete and accurate.

° Material misrepresentation, omission,
falsification or concealment may result in
disqualification, withdrawal of an offer or
termination of employment, subject to
applicable Company policy and law.

o Selection and continued employment are
subject to satisfactory verification of

information provided and applicable pre-
employment and fitness-to-work
requirements.

HOWTOAPPLY

Applications must include all mandatory
documents specified for the position. Incomplete
applications will not be considered.

Apply through the NLNG Career Site:

. Log ontothe NLNG Career Site

° Click on “Accept All Cookies”

° Click on “View All Jobs”

Click on the advertised position of interest to
view the details and apply.

L Log in using your Email and Password. If you
are a new user, click on “Create Profile” to
register. (You will receive an email
confirming your registration. Note: you
have not applied forthe job yet.)

® Add your name, password and other
required data, view the privacy statement,
accept and submit.

° Complete the application form, attach
/upload copies of relevant documents to
update yourinformation and click on'Apply".

e You will receive an email confirming your
applicationis successful.

Only applications completed through the NLNG
job portal are valid.

Application Deadline: Tuesday, 17 November
2026.

IMPORTANTINFORMATION

® NLNG does not demand payment from
applicants or appoint agents to assist with
applications.

e  Onlysuccessful candidates at each stage will
be contacted.

e  (andidates should rely only on information
from official NLNG channels.

L By applying, candidates consent to Nigeria
LNG Limited processing their personal data
to assess suitability for employment, in
accordance with applicable data-protection
requirements.

www.nlng.com




THE GUARDIAN, Tuesday, October 27,2026

|29

VACANCIES

FOR

YOUNG OPERATIONS PROFESSIONALS IN
OIL & GAS MARKETING

A leading Downstream Oil Marketing Company with huge presence in Lubricant, Commercial and Industrial Sales, Aviation and Retail Business
across the Country is seeking to recruit personnel in their Lube Plant.

An attractive career prospects and competitive remuneration packages with benefits await successful candidates!

POSITIONS:

1. Production Supervisor

Ref: LPS (Minimum 5 years)
Tank Farm Supervisor

Ref: TFS (Minimum 5 years)
Account Officers

Ref: LAO (Minimum 5 years)
Materials Store Supervisors
Ref: LMSS (Minimum 5 years)
Blending Supervisor

Ref: LBS (Minimum 5 years)

2

1. PRODUCTION SUPERVISOR
REF: LPS

QUALIFICATIONS:
= Good degree in Mechanical / Chemical

Engineering with minimum of Second Class
Lower Division. Higher Diploma with Distinction
or Upper Credit would also be considered.

EXPERIENCE:

= At least 5 years experience with 2 years in
related field.

= Good knowledge of MS office applications.

RESPOMSIBILITIES:

= Coordinating production activities on the plant
floor.

» Liaising with the Laboratory Chemists for
sampling of products to be filled.

MODE OF

APPLICATION

= Constant menitoring of Production activities.
= Reporting productions.

2.TANK FARM SUPERVISOR
REF:TFS
QUALIFICATIONS:

* Good university degree in any Engineering
discipline with minimum of Second Class Lower
Division. Higher Diploma with Distinction or
Upper Credit would also be considered.

EXPERIENCE:

= At least 5 years experience with 2 yearsin
related field.

= Good knowledge of M5 office applications.

RESPOMSIBILITIES:
» Supervise all bulk product movements; Tanker
receipt to storage; storage to blending kettles;

blending to finished product tanks and to filling.

= Prepare daily line-up and valve settlings for all
transfers and ensure zero cross-contamination.

= Ensure accurate dipping, sampling and
documentation for all receipts and dispatches.

3. ACCOUNTS OFFICERS
REF:LAO
QUALIFICATIONS:
= Good university degree in Accounting with
minimum of Second Class Lower Division.

EXPERIEMCE:

= At least 5 years experience with 2 years in
related field.

= Good knowledge of MS office applications.

RESPONSIBILITIES:

= Regular reconciliation of raw material
consumption vs BOM and investigate variances
between standard and actual usage.

= Daily posting of blending and filling preduction
into the accounting system.

= Reconcile physical stock from Tank Farm,
Materials Store and Packaging Store with system
stock.

4. MATERIALS STORE SUPERVISORS
REF: LMSS
QUALIFICATIONS:
= Good university degree in any discipline with
minimum of Second Class Lower Division.

EXPERIEMCE:

= At least 5 years experience with 2 years in
related field.

= Good knowledge of MS office applications.

RESPOMSIBILITIES:

= Ensure daily inventery and bookkeeping on
material issues and receipts.

= Submit weekly comprehensive report on
packaging materials stock status for planning.

= Ensure accurate vendor LPO depletion and
process delivery waybills for payment.

= Constant liaising with the Production Supervisor

Only short-listed candidates will be contacted.

on stock availability and other related concerns.
= Provision of Daily report on packaging material
receipt; issues and comparison with system.

5. BLENDING SUPERVISOR
REF:LBS

QUALIFICATIONS:

= Good university degree in Mechanical /
Chemical Engineering with minimum of Second
Class Lower Division. Higher Diploma with
Distinction or Upper Credit would also be
considered.

EXPERIEMCE:

= At least 5 years experience with 2 years in
related field.

= Good knowledge of MS office applications.

RESPONSIBILITIES:

= Supervise daily lube blending activities for all
product grades

= Prepare and execute blending orders based on
approved formulations / recipes.

= Operate and monitor blending kettles; tanks /

heaters, mixers and automatic batch controllers.

LOCATIONS FOR ALL POSITIONS:
= Lagos - Migeria

Qualified candidates should e-mail their resume with a scanned passport sized photograph, stating the above
reference as the subject of the e-mail, within 7 days of this publication to: oilandgasprofessionals26@gmail.com

BlCIREE

Best quality, Best life

sBigtree
amily!

As a Distributor Nationwide

’| SEASONING
Ewueden

BigTree seasoning powder is a global premium brand crafted to deliver
rich taste, irresistible aroma, world class flavor enhancement for every meal.

We are inviting serious distributors and strategic partners to join
us in taking Bigtree seasoning powder across Nigeria.

£% BIGTREE

s
‘. :::u\\ =

0703 134 0771, 0707 482 9912

& bigtreegroupnigeria@gmail.com
O ® ©® ©@bigtreeseasoningpowder

4

©@ Attractive distributor pricing
® Rebates and Incentives

© Strong marketing and trade
support

@ Territory opportunities
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This sddress is ln support of Fomm 49 caused o be lesusd agalnst Uhe
Frafused o abay the srder of this Honouwrabis
wlwmduu e of April, 2026; that thay b commimed Lo prison
pursuant o secton T3 of the Sheriife and Chvil Process Procedure.

O the 3% of Aprll, 3036, this Honowrable Court grented e Ocder
appointing hMr. Romeos Ces w mnm-{w ower the
Anssts of tha 1= D oharged  wnder Uhe
mmmnmmmmmuawwm
DOIY, amongal Gthwer Oodors. 1

Following the grant of the sald Order, the Balllife of this Honouwrabls Court

duly enforced the sald Order and 3 of the A e Lo e

Raoabear Manager. The PrOPErTy SITUAts &t

Magboro/lbafe Ares of Ogon State, hnﬂ.lw-r withy e Plants aod
T

e 2 e I admad e

n—u-u—-un. anad . tha rge of the duties of the

L o ming thugs o constioute
nm-:mmuh 17 Defendant. I & Bld 0 eocaslon Uhe
Brealdown of law and ordery cause fGowucing
the Order of 2 April 2026

ABELIICS PO D TR AT T O M
By Lord, we submit bofors your Lordanip ths acls lasus Ffor determlne o
e thils Applleatboni

L hecher Che perecns oflted for Fagadt Whe order of
oot arud ought oo e L S ar the
Courep

TEATMISHE OF IS0

Weour Lordahip, it is indeed helpfal to begln our submissions by stetlng
unequiveselly that the posltion of the law e Soet b @Geubt thet Sourns of
hwmnhm:jmnmw—wr—wmrﬂnﬂlmnﬂ

avar of prartien oF peracns whoss Conduot or aots
ars bls ol tha ctity of the iy
whe il of coury anﬂm-mﬂ-«ra'wl’“"u‘_
p-wmnra-cuurtl-m-pu_rmm-h v e .

Pernson or party o prison in appropriate cases.

o the O ra is simed st
of oours order to anyone
under wddas DX Fula 13

My Lord, thse Form 48 that was
wiving Hoodos of we = i

o whom Uhe srder e - Thim Ls o
of the Judgrment (Eaforcement) Rules,

Truits apparently. ths rationals hohlad this principls of law s that partos
ahould not e allowed 1w resort o seif-heip in the pursult or determination
af thelr rights and obligations under the law. This was affectivaly on tha
mind of the Buprems Court por Obansld JBC, in the cass of GOVERNOR
OF LAGDE STATE V. OJSUNWD (1986} PT 10, FAGE 527, when v
handsd down the law in thess termme:

T the ares whers roals of Llaw aperates, the rmils af salf hap by
Sores is abandonsd. Migerin being one of the souniriss in the world
el the SRl weorld sfulol peeololim Toudiy G0 felleus @M ruls af
Loxaw, Efvmre e o room for e ruile af selffely b fieees G et =

A Chder of St e meds must e obayed. 1L s
wiharefors Lo peratve duat bn order o p hae . of thae
Court and the judiclsl procsss, & Court of Law will not fsil e wdeld o
punitve powers in appropriate casnss.

Bestlen T3 of the Bhoerlll and Civil Frocesses Act provides et
“LF mngy perecn ar = aarfEry ooy arafer rrumete
gt Pl otFues EFun for i B s e,
aFf dsaling with Aim as a fusymsnt debsor guiliy of the
misconduet Safined (n sescticn S0 af this Act, moy order dhol

Fis ba somimitted to 5 e i AR e Fus
cbaysd tha cordsr in all things that ars 6o be renedtats
prerdormed and glven such securdty as the sourt chinks /76 co obey
the sther parts af the srder, (F any, at the futurs times therelo
appeinied, or in case of his ne Ionger having the powsrs io cbey
e order then wntll e has Been trprisoned for suwol tlme or wn il
Kid Rais pald sush fine cs the sourt dirests

This s muah the af our Juris Cid - I DBIImIA V.

IGWE (1998) ¢ NOW.L.OL (T S64) AT, ths t:-our!. af Appeal, whils

recogniring the powsr of Court 6o uss (ts summary powsrs of Courts to
iah for am

SThe powar G0 oomuonil sre oreated, meinteined and retained for G
PUrgaes of pressrving the honows and digonity of (bhe Court and sc the
Judge holds the power on bahalf of the Court and by tradition of his
sffos.~

The guestion thon arsss; what s & contsmpt of Conrt?

it is lmperadve that we respectfuily submit to your Lordahip, an
encompassing doflniton of contompt of Court as atatsd n Ths Diations iy
of Engliah Law, 4ih Edition, at page 317, contempt of oouri Ls de fesd
s Followel

= rae

he poureres of the Coeurt or ihe o af the uirkuo gr
Thare; o i such gross insclence, or
atrace v T LRl - -r

i e O may be Lentes maots of oo
Sommitted Lo the sourt lEsell (N FA CIE CUMIAK) and GWl & 660,
Among e former, ses ail sete, s teibing o lsts reusiy, n’m-dbc
may part of the p Ll - G

guestlon s & witness, Intérfaring with ths business of the Court...
and refusing to scqulsscs in ths ruling of the Court or spoaking
disrespsstinlly of or to the judge... Among tha latter ls the attampt
by Intimidation te ocanss sny sultor to discontioue his action,
to do sa ... ghatrugting or

4.8 From the above working definition, certaln key polnts are wosthy of nots

in having & proper understating of what constitute a contempt of Court for

the Court would puniah. These can be summarised as followa:

L Contempd of Couwrt inuvoles whaere a parson whether a party toa
provesding or not doss any oot which may tend to hinder (he
osiree of fustios or Moy disreapect b e COUrT's outhoriy.

L Adis of condempt is a direct insult to or reslstance the powsrs of
tha Cowurt or the parsons of the judges.

B An ast of contempd Ly groas insclence or direct apposiion which
plaialy tends o create a af the af
tha Court or the Judge,

4,10 Inall the circumstances, wo submit that contempt of Court will necessarily
ensas for any act which tenda to hinder the courss of justice, show
dlarsapest Lo the anthority of the Court and/or lnsult the parssn of
the judges who presides over the maiter. Weo submit thai is beyond
disputs that the Courts of law are smpewersd to punish perscos for
centompt of Court for acts and for dust bn cHan with
active and ongolng befors & Court of competent jurisdicton whioh ars
caleulated o prejudics (e course of Justice.

Show of disrespect to the Court’s authoriiy.

4,11 The contemncrs have decided and obviously made a ressluton never o
obay the Order of Court masde on the 2 of April, 2026. No matter the
Order of Court walldly made by o Judge In any court, such a person has

| me discretion as to whether o not to sbay the Order of Court and as &
/  mater of fact, cannot choose what past of the Order to obey,

Contamners oaloulated ast to dalibarataly discbey the order gf court.
2 My Lord, not only has the contemnor disobeyed the order of court, they
Mw:mmmwwm-.mmmw

have Bew pr tha Court apgp in
mdmmhhww&mmaww
eourt. Perhaps, It s & LY tho in this

case. itis partinent to state that the Courta have viewed acts caloubated to
wictimizs & Utpant as contempt of Court and have not shisd sway from.
P the i Wa refer your Lordship to the case
of ATTORNEY GENERAL V. BUTTERWORTH (19632) 3 ALL ER 32¢
wherein Lord Denalog siiting In the Court of Appeal stated,

atton of a or i af court, whether
dona whilet the ara still ol ar gftar thay have
Sinished. ™

4.13 Coming home, the case of GOVERNOR OF LAGOS STATE V. OJUKWY
(198:6) PT 18, PAGE 623 admits and indeed layw credence to the foregeing
peston under the English Law on the queston of Interforonce with the
cowrse of justice and ita sonscquences. In that case, the Bupreme Court
stated unsquivecally that “Ones the court is seised of a mabier, ne
party has a right to taks the mattar inte his oun hands, ®

4.14 In this cass, the contamnors have actsd in & manner suggesting that they
can taks the matter lnts thelr own hands by taking steps contrary to that
of the Order of Court and in & very dogmatic manner.

405 We submit, that consldering the ciroumstances surrounding this cass and
the facts contalned n the supporiing AfMdavit, that this is a woll-desorving
cass for the grant an order committing the Contomnors to prisan. We ss
g

4,16 Wa submit further that the condust of the Contemnors (s @ direct fneule
8 oF Feslatancs the powsrs of the Court or the perscns of the fudges,
What o more, if i» an ast of groas er direct

whlah plalaly ténds Lo credats o eg af the ey
af the Court and or your Lordship. And we unge thia Honoursble to so
sl

AT We alss refer your Lordahip to the cass of ODU V. JOLAOSO [3003) B
HWLER Pt 823 Fg 547 @ 563, Whare Aldntan JCA stated that:

= Disobediance af court Order i a very serious offence which
court should not allow o po This s
troating such oot suwch ast iwlth lewty could fead to total
destruction of the enilre fudiclal spsten and all
administration of fustics stands for. The law will by that be

ar any Buakh @
sttuation will no doubt portend a very bad omen for not only
the administration of fustiss, buf could constituts a greatr
danger to the axtstence of the natlon. This ls the main Freason
why the onus L on every fudictzi afffcer, inoluding Counsal, to
AnEUFS TR (ASTAROSS o SOREMET af the oriar of court & o ld
never ba treated with Leelty....”

4,18 We submic that the Court cught mot o take this lghtdy with ths
Contemnors as they have shouwn gross disrespect to the authoritr of this
Homourabls Court and that of the prealding Judge.

.19 On the authoritles and for the reasons canvasssd above, we urgs the Court

o bold the O gallty of e iy b
them to priscn.,

8. CONCLUBION:

5.1 My Lord, by way of Y, W thils wrltten with

an introductlon to the order which this Form 49 relates and a brisl
wummary of the facta which cocaslonsd sams,

3 We then formulated one lesus for your Lordship's determination and went
on to argus in support of same by stating that this Honourable Court has
the powers, wlatutery and inherent, to commit the contemnaors to prison,

%3 Om the strength of the abowe clisd judiclal and statutory suthorites and
the I — wrge your L w
the centemnors to prison. We ame mesl grateful fer your Lordships

SE e

DATED TIEEE

L LEWIS SHUI MOOR TUNG OF 18, WEMPCO ROAD,
AL,

. PHILLIF BHUI OHE TUNG OF 18, WEMPOO ROAD, OORA DNEIA,
LA

B, ML AL OLA YUSUP (ALH] OF 18, WEMPCO ROAD, OOBA DOETA, LAGOS,

4. TUNG LAWRENCE BLAKE OF 18, WEMFOO ROAD, GORA DEEIA,
LAGOS.

B, ALLI AARE HADJI TOKUNDS OF 18, WEMPCO ROAD, GORA DEEIA,
LAGOn.

B PAUL BHUT PO TUNG OF 18, WEMICO BOAD, COBA HEETA, LAGON.

T TUNG RODERT OF 18, WEMPOO ROAD, GOBA DCETA, LAGOR.

B. CL [P OF 10, WEMFOO ROAD, COBA DTEIA, LA,

B, TATWD ALLI OF 1, WEMPOO ROAD, GO TEFA, LAGOS
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Lawyers urged to embrace Al, industry innovation for value creation

By Ngozi Egenuka
P‘\RTNER, Jackson, Etti and
Edu law firm, Chinyere
Okorocha, has urged lawyers
to embrace changes in tech-
nology, business and emerg-
ing industries to help clients
create value.

Okorocha gave the advice at
the seventh edition of Legal
Business Conference 2026,
themed ‘Law, Commerce and
Creativity: Unlocking New
Frontiers in Health, Sports
and Fashion Law’, held in
Lagos.

She explained that the
methods of practice that
served the profession decades
agoare no longer sufficient or
sustainable today, recalling
that legal practice was once
largely divided into litigation,
commercial law, academia
and public service, with
research involving hours
spent studying physical law
reports, textbooks and
statutes.

She said technology has,
however, transformed the
profession, making legal

T

Medical Director, Waterfalls Hospital, Dr Emma Onyenuche (left); Partner, Jackson, Etti and Edu, Chinyere Okorocha;
Founding Partner, The Law Suite, Ifeoma Ben; Vice President, World Association for Medical Law (WAML), Laolu Osanyin and
Global Growth Lead at Field Intelligence, Peter Bunor at the Legal Business Conference 2026.

research, document review
and legal drafting faster and
more accessible, with Artificial
Intelligence (AI) transforming
legal research, contract analy-
sis and other aspects of legal
work.

Despite the changes,
Okorocha said legal education
and practice must go beyond
interpretation of laws, docu-
ment analysis, drafting of
legal instruments and resolv-

ing disputes.

According to her, lawyers
must understand the business
environment, technology and
industries in which their
clients operate, including how
intellectual property, finance,
regulation and creativity inter-
act to create economic value.

. She urged lawyers to be
strategic business partners,
involved earlier in business
decisions with clients, helping

to identify risks, navigate regu-
latory requirements, protect
innovations, structure trans-
actions and pursue growth
opportunities rather than pro-
fessionals who are contacted

only when disputes arise.
She also highlighted the
growing intersection of

healthcare, technology, invest-
ment and regulation, particu-
larly with the expansion of dig-
ital health services and AL

NBA-SBL, NGX, CloD call for stronger corporate governance

By Silver Nwokoro

GERIAN Bar Association

Section on Business Law
(NBA-SBL), Nigerian Exchange
(NGX) and Chartered Institute
of Directors, Nigeria (CloD),
have called for corporate gov-
ernance frameworks that are
adaptable, transparent and
responsive to emerging risks
and opportunities in the digi-

tal economy.
They made the call at the
Corporate Governance

Triangle Annual Colloquium
held in Lagos, with the theme,
‘Governing for the Future:
Board Leadership, Regulatory
Innovation and Sustainable
Value Creation in a Digital
Economy’, focused on the
implications of digital tech-
nologies, Artificial Intelligence
(AI) and rapid technological
innovation for businesses and
corporate governance.
Chairman, NBA-SBL, Mr Baba
Alokolaro, represented by his
Vice, Ayoyinka Olajide-
Awosedo, said the develop-
ments were reshaping busi-
nesses, transforming board-
room responsibilities and
redefining the global econo-

my, thereby requiring gover-
nance systems to respond
effectively to changing reali-
ties.

He said the Corporate
Governance Triangle was con-
ceived as an initiative of the
Ayuli Jemideled Council and
advanced  through the
Corporate Governance and
Compliance Committee of the
NBA-SBL, then chaired by Ms
Ayotola Jagun.

In her keynote address,
Country Manager, DLA Piper
Africa, Nigeria, Mrs Bola
Tinubu, challenged directors

,
o),

o

—_—
{

to examine whether their
organisations have the exper-
tise to interrogate Al applica-
tions rather than merely
approve them, and whether
sustainability reports met
audit standards instead of
serving as marketing docu-
ments.

Tinubu further encouraged
directors to assess corporate
decisions against a 10-year out-
look rather than focus solely
on 12-month performance
while examining whether
executive incentives reflected
the values boards claimed to

. ¥ ['

a N
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President and Chairman of the Governing Council, CloD Nigeria, Adetunji Oyebaniji (left); CEQ, Open Access Data

uphold.

She called on regulators and
the exchange to simplify filing
requirements, maintain pro-
portionate rules and reward
assured disclosures while
lawyers and company secre-
taries were urged to prioritise
sound judgment alongside
compliance.

The Chief Executive Officer,
NGX Regulation Limited, Mr
Olufemi Shobanjo, expressed
need for collaboration to
strengthen governance, insti-
tutional accountability and
sustainable business growth.

Centres (OADC), Dr Ayotunde Coker; Chairperson, African Risk Capacity Limited, Ms Cecilia Akintomide; Chief
Legal Officer, SIFAX Group, Mrs Jesuyemi Odeyemi; Vice Chair, NBA-SBL, Mrs Ayoyinka Olajide-Awosedo; CEO,
Ubulu Africa, Dr Odiong Akpan, MCloD; CEO, NGX Regulation Limited, Mr Olufemi Shobanjo; and Head, Trading
and Product, NGX, Mr Abimbola Babalola at the Corporate Governance Triangle Annual Corporate Governance
Colloquium 2026, held in Lagos, recently.

Hearing on Ekwulobia suit over alleged police killing of four youths for Dec1

By Yetunde Ayohami Ojo

LAGOS State High Court,

aba, has fixed December
1for hearing of an application
seeking to compel the federal
governmentand the police to
enforce a judgment in favour
of the families of four Ekwulo-
bia youths allegedly killed by
police officers in 2014.

Justice Funke Sule-Amzat fixed
the date when the matter came
up for mention.
Theapplicants-Akaraka Chin-
weike Ezeonara and the Ekwu-
lobia Imeobi Obinwanne Youth
Association, acting on behalf
of the bereaved families, are
seeking an order of mandamus
against the Attorney-General
of the Federation (AGF), Inspec-

tor General of Police (IGP) and
the Nigeria Police Force (NPF),
over the alleged failure to com-
plywith the court’sjudgment.
In a motion on notice filed in
suit No LD[354/MFHR[2014, the
applicants asked the court to
compel the respondents, de-
scribed as judgment debtors,
toimplement the orders made
in the fundamental rights en-
forcement proceedings.
The case,which beganin 2014
following the death of four
youths, was initially struck out
on March 9, 2015, by Justice
Oyindamola Ogala, who held
that the applicants lacked the
legal standing to institute a
fundamental rights action on
behalf of the deceased.
Dissatisfied with the decision,

the applicants approached the
Appeal Court, Lagos Division,
which set aside the High
Court’s decision on December
15,2020, and directed transfer
to another judge for rehear-
ing.

Consequently, Justice Sule-
Amzat heard the substantive
suitand on March 15,2023, de-
livered judgment in favour of
the applicants.

The judgment included orders
for the payment of monetary
compensation to the victims’
families and disciplinaryaction
against the police officers found
culpable of the offence.

The applicants, however, al-
leged they returned to court
following non-enforcement of
the judgment three years after

and despite expiration of the
statutory 14-day period after
notices were served on them.
In the affidavits filed in support
of the latest application,
Ezeonara stated that formal
demands and reminders were
sent to the AGF and police au-
thorities between April and
July 2026, requesting the im-
plementation of the judgment.

In the motion dated August
17, the applicants asked the
courttoissuean order of man-
damus compelling the AGFto
exercise the constitutional
powers under Section 174(1)(b)
of the Constitution in relation
to the necessary consent or
fiat for enforcement of the
judgment.

She raised questions about
liability when Al-assisted diag-
nostic systems produce incor-
rect results, the protection and
handling of sensitive patient
information, regulatory
approvals for digital health
solutions and ownership of
intellectual property devel-
oped through collaborations
between healthcare providers,
researchers and technology
companies, warning that
innovation must not come at
the expense of patients’ safety,
privacy and professional
accountability.

Okorocha also identified
sports law as an area offer-
ing significant opportuni-
ties for legal practitioners,
noting that professional
sports currently include
broadcasting rights, spon-
sorship, endorsements,
intellectual property, taxa-
tion and investment.

“Athletes increasingly func-
tion as brands,
entrepreneurs and media
personalities, whose com-
mercial value can extend

HEDA urges EFCC to
probe N18.9b broadband
contract execution

By Silver Nwokoro

and Environmental
Development Agenda
(HEDA Resource Centre) has
urged the Economic and Fi-
nancial Crimes Commission
(EFCC) to investigate former
Minister of Communications
and Digital Economy, Prof. Isa
Pantami, over alleged misap-
propriation of N18.9 billion al-
located for broadband infras-
tructure projects.

HEDA, in a petition signed by
its Chairman, Olanrewaju Sura-
ju,alleged that the projects ap-
proved by the Federal Executive
Council (FEC) on March 29,
2023, were not executed despite
the award of contracts and a
four-month delivery deadline.

According to the petition, a
FECmemorandum put the con-
tract value at N18.976 billion,
covering broadband infrastruc-
ture at selected airports and
tertiary institutions nationwide.

beyond sporting careers.
Lawyers have important
roles to play in protecting
athletes’ interests, negoti-
ating contracts and help-
ing sporting organisations,
clubs and academies build
sustainable businesses.”

Pedro tasks lawyers on
capacity devtas
ministry celebrates new
permanent secretaries
By Yetunde Ayohami Ojo

AGOS State Attorney General
nd Commissioner for Jus-
tice, Mr Lawal Pedro (SAN), has
urged legal practitioners to re-
main committed to profes-
sional growth and career ad-
vancement, noting that ‘Call
to Bar’ only marks the begin-
ningofa professional journey.
Pedro advised at a reception
organised by the Lagos State
Ministry of Justice in honour
of newly appointed Permanent
Secretaries, Mr Haroun Adebayo
Mubashiru and Mrs Thomas-
Orogan Folashade Aina.

He encouraged lawyers toap-
proach their careers with de-
termination, emphasising that
professional advancement re-
quires sustained effort and
commitment beyond call to
Bar.

The Attorney-General also
highlighted the importance
of teamwork and mutual re-
spect, describing positive pro-
fessional relationships and
goodwill as enduring legacies
in public service.

Earlier, the Solicitor General
and Permanent Secretary, Min-
istry of Justice, Mr Hameed O.
Oyenuga, commended Pedro
for supporting the career ad-
vancement of colleagues.

The Permanent Secretary, Cit-
izens’ Mediation Bureau, Mrs
Aderinsola Olanrewaju, con-
gratulated the newly appointed
Permanent Secretaries and
pledged continued collabora-
tion towards the ministry’s
progress.

In their separate responses,
Ainaand Mubashiru reaffirmed
commitment to the growth of
the sectorand improved service
delivery in their new capaci-
ties.

Ogun consent judgment did not determine
Okewaye, Olori Ebi dispute, Alagbe clarifies

By Yetunde Ayobami Gjo

DESCENDANT of the Oke-

waye Ruling House in Ado-
0Odo, Ogun State, Kabir O.Alagbe,
has disputed claims that the
state high courtdeclared Prince
Sulaimon B. Adedimeji the au-
thentic Olori Ebi of the ruling
house and granted all the reliefs
he soughtina chieftaincy-related
suit.

Alagbe,aretired directorin
the federal civil service, said the
publications on social media
misrepresented the outcome
of proceedings in Suit No
HCI/19/2024 before the Ogun
State High Court, Idi Oke, Igbe-
sa.

Heexplained that the judgment
delivered by Justice Durojaiye
was based on Terms of Settle-
ment between Adedimeji and
Prince Mufutau Francis Adekun-

le and did not amount to a de-
termination of the competing
claims to the position of Olori
Ebi of the Okewaye Ruling House.
“The court did not determine
the competing claims on who
is Olori Ebi of Okewaye on merits.
Itmerelyadopted the agreement
reached between the settling
parties”, he said.

Alagbe argued that it is mis-
leading to present the outcome
asajudicial determination grant
ingall the claimant’s substantive
reliefs against every defendant
in the suit,adding thatan agree-
ment between individual parties
could notberepresented as the
consent of the entire Okewaye
Ruling House or as recognition
by governmentauthorities that
did not participate in the set-
tlement.
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Oloja calls for digital media education

By Sunday Aikulola

AMID transition of local media to online spaces, former
anaging Director and Editor-in- Chief of The Guardian
Newspapers, Martins Oloja, has called for urgent digital media

education.
He stated this

practice and transformation.’

Writing on the topic, ‘Methodical madness, print media
newsroom drama and audience response, Oloja dissect-
ed the complex relationship between the newsroom
drama and audience response.

Saying newsroom drama can have significant impact ™
on audience response, he, however, highlighted critical fac-
tors that can influence actions such as, sensationalism, bias,
emotional storytelling, social media engagement, audi-
ence feedback, ratings and viewership.

For many organisations, he observed the
path todigital innovation has been,and
perhaps, remains, long and painful.
To him, “this is because although
audiences have embraced the
tools that allow them to choose the

ARCON DG
canvasses
professionalism,
ethical conduct,

regulatory
complince

By Sunday Aikulola

'IHE Director  General
Advertising Regulatory
Council of Nigeria (ARCON),
Olalekan  Fadolap, has
stressed need to celebrate
practitioners that have
observed professionalism,
ethical conduct and regulato-
ry compliance in the indus-

Speaking at the maiden edi-
tion of the ARCON Special
Recognition Awards (ASRA)
held in Lagos recently, he
observed recognition of excel-
lence is not merely about cel-
ebrating past achievements;
but also encouraging greater
commitment to the values
and standards that will shape
the future of the industry.

Themed, ‘An evening of
many honours,” Fadolapo
added, “I encourage everyone
to reflect on the importance
of professionalism, innova-
tion, ethical practice and con-
tinuous improvement across
the advertising sector.”

In his speech, the Minister of
Information and National
Orientation =~ Mohammed
Idris said ARCON is more than
a regulatory body, but custo-
dian of public trust, ethical
integrity and standardisa-
tion.

Represented by Permanent
Secretary of the ministry
Binyerem Ukaire, he added
ARCON is transforming the
industry by curbing mislead-
ing narratives, protecting
consumer rights and provid-
ingalevel playing field for cre-
ative enterprise.’

To him, “the successes we cel-
ebrate tonight are proof of
what is possible when policy
and regulation match hand
inhand.”

in a recent festschrift, titled,
‘Communication and media in Nigeria: Celebrating
Bimbo Oloyede’s contribution to five decades of theory,

i Thl = “

easiest means of accessing content, unfortunately, the organ-
isations that produce the content have less access to those
same tools. Thetruthisthatafter the initial euphoria over the
ability to publish online, the realisation that audiences now

expect their products regularly and for free, hits

home.”

\.\ Consequently, he noted advertisers have

), taken their business online but face an
increased use of ad-blockers. He added,
1 “social media platforms also use alterna-
tive ‘one-stop-shop’ venues of opportuni-
ty, with advantages for all stakeholders.
“They offer both advertisers and audi-
ences personalised news feeds.”
It is as if audiences have stepped out
from behind the curtain when con-

suming news content on
social media.
Passively, by sur-
rendering user
data with every
scroll and click,
and more
actively by

explicitly liking, sharing or commenting, they have become
measurable entities that mean potential revenue for advertis-
ers, for social media platforms and for news organisations.
Painfully, Oloja noted while the latter are still trying to figure
things out, “news content consumer are simultaneously
more elusive, yet more quantifiable, and their behaviour and
preferences are more transparent to the professional produc-

ers of such content.”

Today, he suggested researchers need to focus not only on
the relationship between users and journalism, but also why
and how journalism matters to its users. The other spectrum
of the ‘audience turn’ in journalism studies.

Noting digitisation of journalism enabled news to evolve
from a genre of information into a social experience, Oloja fur-
ther called for questions to address why and how audiences
and users of journalism changed from a marginal topic into a

crucial concern.

He added, “there should be further exploration intowhy and
how evaluating the way that people use news should be inte-
grated into journalism studies. While journalists strive to
maintain editorial independence and authority over news
selection and gatekeeping, he stated the affordances of digital
media consumption empower audiences to compete with

professional journalists.

Obozuwa wants communicators to translate influence into trust

By Sunday Aikulola

ANAGING Director of

the Nigeria Global
Reputation Management
Project, Patricia Obozuwa,
has urged communicators
to turn the nation’s global
influence into lasting trust.
Speaking at the 11th Nigeria
Digital PR Summit held in
Lagos recently, she observed
the country’s music and
film professionals enjoy
global reach.

Themed, ‘The rise of digital
influence: Culture, creators
and the new PR paybook,’
Obozuwa however, queried,
“how can a country be so
globally influential, yet still
struggle to translate that
influence into trust?”

She added, “countries don’t
compete on resources alone
anymore. They compete on
trust.”

To her, ‘facts build credibili-
ty. Stories build memory.
We need both. Nigeria's rep-

utation will be strength-
ened by giving the world
more reasons to believe in
us.”

The international keynote
speaker, Michael Pepper,
spoke on how Al systems
are shaping the future of
digital influence.

In his speech, founder and
convener, Nigeria Digital PR
Summit, Segun McMedal,
observed every session was
a masterclass.

In 2016, he recalled the con-

versation began as a small
experiment in Lagos. Today,
McMedal said, the summit
has become a national plat-
form where the people
shaping the county’s econo-
my learn, connect and raise
the standard of practice.

To him, “our honourees
prove that digital influence,
used responsibly, earns
trust that lasts.’

The event was rounded off
with the Third Nigeria
Digital PR Awards Gala.

‘e

Lecturer at the department of Mass Communication, UNILORIN, Dr. Oba Abdulkadir La"aro; Head of Department, Prof. Rasaq Adisa; Lecturers, Dr.
Aisha Imam Omoloso, Prof. Lambe Kayode Mustapha and NGE Vice President (West), Dr. Kabir Alabi Garba during the presentation of the book
authored by the Nigerian Guild of Editors, titled, Truth, Trust, and the Future of Journalism in Nigeria’.

UNILORIN’s Department of Mass Communication commends NGE for book donation

Onuoha interrogates
safety of journalists
on Day to End
Impunity for Crime
against Journalist

By Sunday Aikulola

IN commemoration of this
year’s International Day to
End Impunity for Crime
against Journalists, the for-
mer Managing Director of
Champion Newspapers, Ugo
Onuoha, is expected to dis-
cuss safety of journalists as
foundation for press free-
dom

Themed, ‘Safety of journal-
ists: The foundation for press
freedom and democracy,’
the event is organised by
Media Centre for Promotion
of Safety Awareness. (MIC-
POSA).

According to MICPOSA
coordinator, Chinyere
Amaechi, “this year’s com-
memoration focuses on the
upcoming electioneering
exercise in the country in
2027.1t will equip journalists
who will be covering the
process campaign, voting,
collation and  result
announcement with the
necessary personal protec-
tive tips to arm them ade-
quately for the unforeseen.

Sometimes, security agents
may become over zealous
just as some politicians.

By Opeyemi Babalola
E Department of Mass Communication,

University of Ilorin, has commended the
Nigerian Guild of Editors (NGE) for donating five
copies of its book, titled, ‘Truth, Trust, and the Future
of Journalism in Nigeria', describing the gesture as
timely and beneficial to the department.

The Head of the Department, Prof. Rasaq Adisa,
made the commendation during the presentation
of the books by the NGE Vice President (West), Dr.
Kabir Alabi Garba.

He explained that the donation came at the right
time because the department was preparing for its
accreditation scheduled for middle of November.

“Part of what we need for our accreditation is the
number of books we have, how relevant the books

are, and how recent the books we have are. So for
the Guild of Editors to have given us five copies of
the book, published in 2026, it is a great asset for
our department, for the library, and for the univer-
sity in general,” he said.

The HOD also underscored the importance of
books as reliable sources of knowledge in an
increasingly artificial intelligence-driven world,
cautioning students against relying solely on Al-
generated information.

According to him, books provide access to authen-
tic, factual and well-documented information,
including the practical experiences of professionals
that may not be adequately captured in theoretical
studies.

“Today, we always advise our students not to

depend solely on Al to get their information because
not all information on Al is reasonable, realistic,
authentic and factual. The best place to get it is the
experience documented in books,” he said.

He added that the donated publication would be
particularly valuable to students because its chap-
ters were contributed by professionals with first-
hand experience in journalism.

“The book is great because it contains different
chapters contributed by those who have lived it,
those who have experienced the profession. It con-
tains the experiences of these people, which we can-
not find in theories. So, it will be advantageous to the
student,” Adisa stated.

He consequently encouraged students to cultivate
the habit of seeking knowledge through books.
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SUMMIT UNIVERSITY, OFFA, KWARA STATE, NIGERIA

Dr. Tunji Olagunju Street (Irra Road), P.M.B. 4412, Offa Kwara State, Nigeria
Telephone: 0806 264 6786, 0805 235 3839.

www.summituniversity.edu.n
E-mail: registrari@summituniversity.edu.ng / recruitment@summituniversity.edu.ng

Summit University, Offa is a private University established by the Ansar-Ud-Deen Society
of Nigeria and licensed by the Federal Government of Nigeria in 2015. The University's
motto is “Knowledge, Faith and Wisdom”.
The University currently operates six Colleges, namely:
College of Natural & Applied Sciences;
College of Management and Social Sciences;
College of Innovation and Computing Technology;
Kola Balogun College of Artificial Intelligence and Digital
Engineering;

€. Lateefat Gbajabiamila College of Nursing and Allied Health Sciences;

and

f. College of Postgraduate Studies.
The academic programmes of the University have been accredited by the National
Universities Commission (NUC).
The Governing Council hereby invites applications from suitably qualified, distinguished
and visionary scholars for the position of: VICE-CHANCELLOR

an o

2. THEPOSITION

The Vice-Chancellor is the Chief Executive and Academic Head of the University and is
responsible for providing strategic academic, administrative, financial, and institutional
leadership for the achievement of the University's vision, mission, and strategic objectives.

The Vice-Chancellor shall be responsible to the Governing Council for the overall
administration, development and efficient management of the University and shall ensure
that the provisions of the University's enabling instruments, Statutes, Ordinances,
Regulations and approved policies are observed.

The Vice-Chancellor shall serve as Chairman of Senate and Congregation and as a member
of the Governing Council and other statutory bodies as provided by the University's
governing instruments.

3. QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE
The candidate must:

i. Beafull Professor with not less than seven (7) years of professorial experience
and a distinguished record of academic and administrative achievement,

ii. Haveheldsenior academic and administrative positions of sufficient
responsibility and scope to prepare the candidate for the position of Vice
Chancellor.

iii. Demonstrate a sustained record ofacademic excellence, scholarly productivity
and academic leadership sufficient to command the respect of national and
international academic communities.

iv. Demonstrate a good understanding of, and commitment to, the vision, mission,
values and strategic aspirations of Summit University, Offa.

v. Demonstrate the quality, relevance and impact of scholarly contributions
through evidence such as citation impact, research influence, scholarly
collaborations, policy or societal impact, where applicable.

vi. Demonstrate a strong record of presenting research at national and international
academic conferences, including evidence of substantial participation in
international scholarly engagements.

Demonstrate exceptional interpersonal, communication and team-building

skills and the ability to build trust and bridges among staff, students, members of

the University community and other stakeholders.

viii. Possess unquestionable personal integrity, sound judgement, emotional
intelligence and a strong commitment to ethical leadership, transparency and
accountability.

ix. Haveexcellent written and spoken communication skills.

x. Beinformation and technology proficient and demonstrate commitment to the
continuous development and integration of ICT into the University's academic,
research and administrative activities.

xi. Demaonstrate the ability to protect, uphold and promote the University's Laws,

Statutes, Regulations, policies and institutional values.

Be physically and mentally capable of effectively performing the duties and

responsibilities of the office.

xiii. Not be above sixty-five (65) years of age at the time of assumption of duty.

vil.

Xii.

6. TERMSANDCONDITIONS OF SERVICE

The appointment shall be for a period of four (4) years, with a remuneration package
comparable to what obtains in Federal, State and Private universities in Nigeria and as
approved from time to time by the Governing Council of the University.

The appointment shall also attract such privileges, benefits and other perquisites of office as
may be approved by the Governing Council.

ABOUT SUMMIT UNIVERSITY, OFFA

7. APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

Interested and qualified candidates should submit an application addressed to:
The Registrar, Summit University, Offa

Dr. Tunji Olagunju Street (Irra Road)

P.M.B.4412 Offa, Kwara State, Nigeria

The application should be accompanied by:

i. Adetailed and up-to-date Curriculum Vitae;
ii.  Astatementofthe candidate's vision for Summit University for the next four (4)
years

iii.  Names, addresses, telephone numbers and e-mail addresses of three (3) referees,
atleast one of whom should be in a position to provide an authoritative
assessment of the candidate's academic and/or professional leadership.

Applicants should clearly indicate *APPLICATION FOR THE POST OF VICE-
CHANCELLOR?” at the top right-hand comer of the application envelope.

8. CONFIDENTIALREFEREES' REPORTS

Applicants should request their referees to forward confidential reports directly to the Pro-
Chancellor, Summit University, Offa.

The referee's report should be submitted in a properly sealed envelope marked:
“CONFIDENTIAL — REFERENCE REPORT (VICE-CHANCELLOR)” to the
University’s physical or mail address.

9. METHOD OF SUBMISSION

Hard Copies

Candidates should submit twenty (20) hard copies of their application documents,
comprising the application letter, vision statement, Curriculum Vitae and relevant
credentials.

Applicants should boldly indicate the position applied for at the top right-hand corner of the
envelope.

Electronic Submission

An electronic copy of the application letter, vision statement, Curriculum Vitae and
relevant credentials should be submitted as a single PDF file to:
registrar(@summituniversity.edu.ng and recruitment@summituniversity.edu.ng

10. APPLICATION CLOSING DATE
All applications must be received not later than six (6) weeks from the date of this
advert.

11. CURRICULUM VITAE FORMAT
The Curriculum Vitae should be presented in a clear and systematic format and should
follow the format provided below.
i. Full Name, with surname in CAPITALLETTERS;
ii.  Positionapplied for;
iii.  Telephone number(s);
iv.  E-mail address;
V. State of Origin;
vi.  Date of Birth;
Place of Birth;
Nationality;
ix. Religion;
X. Current Postal/Contact Address;
xi.  Marital Status;
Number and ages of children;
Institutions attended, with dates;

xiv. Academic qualifications obtained, with dates;

xv. Membership of relevant professional bodies and certifications, with dates;

xvi. Fullemployment history, including details of former and present positions,
institutions, major responsibilities, salaries and dates;

xvii. Academicand administrative leadership experience;

xviil. Publications, with appropriate bibliographic details;

xix. Researchgrants attracted and funded research projects led;

xx. Grants, donations, funds and other external resources mobilised;

xxi. National and international research collaborations and academic engagements;

xxii. Evidence of computer literacy and proficiency in ICT, including relevant
packages and capabilities;

xxiii. Majorachievements, awards, recognitions and notable contributions in previous
employment or professional practice;

xxiv. Major institutional reforms, innovations or developmental initiatives led;

xxv. Community service, leadership roles and relevant professional engagements;

xxvi. Names, addresses, telephone numbers and e-mail addresses of three (3) referees,
one of whom should be in a position to supply an authoritative academic and/or
professional reference; and

xxvii. Signature and date.

E-Signed
Mustapha Abayomi Kadiri, B.A, (Ibadan), M.A. (Lagos), MHSN, MANUPA, FIPMLD
Acting Registrar & Secretary to Council
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Lawyers question safeguards, legality of changes to bill

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 25

ments for the proposed
amendment have been met.
Any further amendments or
adjustments to the bill will
only serve to perfect its provi-
sions.

“Once the process is con-
cluded and the bill is returned
to the National Assembly for fi-
nal passage and subsequently
forwarded to the President for
assent, it will become an Act,”
he said.

However, human rights ad-
vocate Kabir Akingbolu
warned that state police might
fail to achieve their intended
objectives unless the powers of
governors were checked.

He said the concurrence of
two-thirds of the State Houses
of Assembly to establish state
police was not the end of the
process, as several constitu-
tional requirements and op-
erational issues remained to be
addressed.

Akingbolu said the Constitu-
tion must be amended to
move security and policing
from the Exclusive Legislative
List to either the Concurrent
Legislative List or the Residual
List, thereby providing a con-
stitutional basis for state police.

He said questions about the
proposed system’s organisa-
tional structure, command hi-
erarchy, funding, personnel
welfare and oversight mecha-
nisms required clear answers.

“Once that is done, several
questions must be addressed.
What will be the organisa-
tional structure of the state
police? Will they be subject to
afederal agency,including the
Nigeria Police Force, or will
they operate independently?

Who will head the police com-
mand in each state? What will
be the salary structure, and
howwill personnel be treated?
Will they be subject to the
rules, guidelines and control of
the Police Service Commis-
sion?” he asked.

He also questioned whether
state police commands would
operate independently or re-
main subordinate to the fed-
eral police,arguing that the dis-
tinction would determine the
extent of their autonomy.

“If state police remain sub-
ordinate to the federal police,
then, strictly speaking, what we
have cannot be described as
state police,” he said.

Akingbolu warned that al-
lowing state police to operate
autonomously under state
governments without ade-
quate safeguards could expose
them to political abuse.

He compared the risk to con-
cerns surrounding State Inde-
pendent Electoral Commis-
sions, arguing that governors
could turn state police into
instruments of political
vendetta against opponents.

“Governors in Nigeria are al-
ready very powerful. It is diffi-
cultto find many countries in
the world where governors
wield as much power as they
doin Nigeria. Our Constitution
empowers them to the extent
that they can often do and
undo things with little or no ef
fective restraint.

“Therefore, unless the powers
of governors are curtailed,
state police may notworkasin-
tended. If state police are es-
tablished as truly indepen-
dent outfits with no control
from the centre, I can tell you

that governors may abuse
them and turn them into in-
struments of political vendet-
taagainst their opponents. Be-
fore we know it, we could find
ourselves operating like a pari-
ah state,” he said.

He added that some degree of
federal oversight would be
necessary to prevent disorder
and ensure accountability
across the policing system.

“Iwant to emphasise thatitis
not yet Uhuru. We may not
have reached the promised
land regarding state police, al-
though we have takena step in
the right direction. I do not
think state police alone will
solve our security problems,
but they could help reduce in-
security,” he said.

Akingbolu also noted thatim-
proved government alloca-
tions and revenue would be
important in ensuring that
state police personnel received
adequate remuneration.

He said the control mecha-
nisms and organisational
structure of the proposed sys-
tem required careful consid-
eration,adding that striking a
balance between state auton-
omy and federal oversight
would be crucial.

“There will be a very thin line
between the complete auton-
omy of state police and their in-
terdependence with the na-
tional or federal police. Each ar-
rangement has its advantages
and disadvantages.

“Full state control may offer
certain benefits, butitalso car-
ries a high risk of abuse by
state governments. Federal
control, on the other hand,
could result in overlapping
functions,” he said.

Pate: Nigeria may declare Ebola outbreak over by December 7

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

missed suggestions that the patient had been

Akingbolu urged those re-
sponsible for designing the
system to work towards a prac-
tical arrangement that would
address these concerns.

He also recommended study-
ing the American model and
those of other countries to
identify lessons that could help
Nigeria establish an effective
state policing system.

Constitutional lawyer, Pro-
fessor Auwalu Hamisu Yadudu,
said the National Assembly
mustaddress critical issues in
the proposed State Police Bill to
ensure its effective imple-
mentation.

The former legal adviser to the
late Head of State, General Sani
Abacha, said the bill could pro-
ceed to passage and presiden-
tial assent following the con-
currence of the required num-
ber of State Houses of Assemn-
bly, but stressed that several op-
erational challenges remained
unresolved.

Yadudu, a former dean of the
Faculty of Law and Deputy
Vice-Chancellor of Bayero Uni-
versity, Kano, said the practi-
cality and workability of the
proposed state policing sys-
tem would depend on how
these issues were addressed.

“There are many tricky and
challenging matters of detail
that would need to be ad-
dressed in another Act of the
National Assembly to make
[the system]implementable,”
he said.

He identified the regulation

of command, control and op-
erations between federal and
state police services as one of
the major challenges, along-
side the management of rela-
tionships between police in-
stitutions in different states.

He also questioned the re-
spective roles of federal and
state police in enforcing federal
and state laws.

“Currently, the police prose-
cute cases in courts regarding
the violation of both federal en-
actments and state laws. What
becomes of such powers and
ongoing investigations and
proceedings?” he asked.

Similarly, Professor of Politi-
cal Science at Bayero Universi-
ty, Kano, Kamilu Sani Fagge,
warned that meeting the con-
stitutional threshold for the
proposed amendment did not
mean the process had been
concluded.

He said several contentious is-
sues surrounding state police
remained unresolved, adding
that some governors might
resistaspects of the proposed
arrangement because of their
political interests and rela-
tionships with individuals
within their states.

Fagge also raised concerns
over allegations that the bill
had been altered after its ap-
proval by the state assemblies,
warning that such claims
could generate further con-
troversy and undermine con-
fidence in the process.

He urged the Federal Gov-

ernment to ensure that the
version approved by the state
assemblies was circulated
among them to address con-
cerns over possible alterations
and reduce tensions.

The political scientist also
questioned the urgency sur-
rounding the reform ahead
of the next election cycle, warn-
ing that accelerating the pro-
cess could heighten suspicions
about the government’s mo-
tives.

“I think fast-tracking the en-
tire process before the elec-
tion will raise concerns, the
same concerns being raised
over the years, and that will
compound the fears of many
state governors and many peo-
ple,” he said.

He added that, particularly in
northern Nigeria, the pace of
the process and allegations of
manipulation had raised con-
cerns about whether dissent-
ing views were receiving ade-
quate consideration.

Fagge called for an inclusive
debate in which supporters
and opponents of state police
would have equal opportuni-
ties to present their positions.

He argued that the reform
should be presented as a na-
tional initiative rather than
one driven by a particular re-
gion, noting that perceptions
of regional interests could
deepen divisions and weaken
public confidence.

Read the remaining part of
this story on www.guardian.ng

LUGRATIVE
VACANCIES
FORRETAIL ISt

in the construction industry, real
estate, civil engineering projects or
similar roles in Telecommunications

* Proven knowledge of civil works,
property acquisition, renting and
maintenance.

dex patientand her husband. In a statement yes-
terday, the Swiss Federal Office of Public Health
(FOPH) said the patient was receiving treatment
at Geneva University Hospital (HUG), while
her husband, identified as a close contact, had
been placed in isolation at Zurich University
Hospital (USZ). The Swiss authorities said the
case poses no health risk to the country,adding
thatboth hospitals were equipped to manage
patients with infectious diseases such as Ebo-
la while protecting healthcare workers and oth-
er patients.

Switzerland’s Federal Councillor, Elisabeth
Baume-Schneider, expressed appreciation to
Nigeria’s minister of health during a tele-
phone conversation. She thanked the doctors
and other healthcare professionals in Nigeria
for caring for the two Swiss nationals before
their evacuation. She also commended the
Nigerian governmentand the WHO for their co-
operation in facilitating the evacuation.

The NCDC has explained why the Federal Gov-
ernment approved the medical evacuation of
Nigeria’s confirmed Ebola patient to Switzer-
land, citing diplomatic requests, human rights
considerations and compliance with interna-
tional health regulations. The Director-Gener-
al of NCDC, Dr Jide Idris, said the decision fol-
lowed consultations with the Coordinating
Minister of Health and Social Welfare, Pate,and
consideration of the safeguards required to pre-
vent further transmission of the virus during
the patient’s transportation.

Speaking on Channels Television’s Politics To-
day on Monday; Idris said the patient, a Swiss na-
tional, was still testing positive for Ebola when
she was evacuated, adding that the Swiss au-
thorities had been informed and made ap-
propriate arrangements for her transfer. He dis-

secretly removed from Nigeria, explaining that
the evacuation followed a diplomatic request
from the Swiss Embassy.

“Iwon’t use the word ‘snuck out’. That'sano-

brainer. It is the first time something like
that has happened,” he said.
According to him, the government considered
the implications of the evacuation for inter-
national health regulations, public health
and the patient’s human rights before grant-
ing approval.

“In making that request, after discussion with
the Honourable Minister, a lot of factors were
considered. One, how does it touch interna-
tional health regulation issues? Can we beat
itback? Can we prevent such a thing? Second,
the issue of human rights and, of course, one
aspect of it being a public health issue,” Idris
said.

He explained that the authorities ensured that
appropriate infection prevention and control
measures were maintained from the hospital
where the patient was receiving treatment to
the aircraft that transported her to Switzerland.
“There is an infection prevention and control
guideline, starting from the hospital where the
patient was taken, and that was maintained.
This was how the patient was protected.

“The patient was removed down to the aircraft
that came from Switzerland because we were
sure that there was going to be proper receipt
of the patient at the other end,” he said.

Idris disclosed that the patient had tested pos-
itive twice before the evacuation, while her hus-
band, who was also evacuated to Switzer-
land, tested negative.

Read the remaining part of
this story on www.guardian.ng

QUTLETS
PROJECT
MANAGERS
IN TELECOMS

e are one of the flagship

companies in Nigeria's

telecommunications
industry and require highly
experienced, vibrant, resourceful,
innovative Project Managers to
strengthen and meet ongoing
expansion plans across the six Geo-
Political zones of the country.

Very attractive and competitive
remuneration packages await the
successful candidates.

PROJECT MANAGERS -

Retail Outlets

Qualifications, Experience

And Skills

+ Good degrees in Civil Engineering,
Mechanical Engineering, Electrical
Engineering or Quantity Surveying

+ Minimum seven (7) years experience

Retail Outlets pan Nigeria

+ Co-ordinate and make certain the

availability of all Architectural
Drawings, Working Drawings and Bill
of Quantities for both civil & interior
works.

* Make sure all necessary Building

Approvals and Regulatory Fees are
obtained by the contractors.

+ Ensure provisions are made for

Furniture Items, Shop Connectivity, IT
Equipment & Power Equipment.
Generate requisite internal approvals
required to setup Retail outlets.

* Supervise all Construction and Re-

construction Works & Ensure projects
are completed as scheduled.

* Make sure the Sales Outlets are

commissioned as scheduled.

* Ensure improvement and upgrade of

Retail Shops and Outlets.

* Resolving tenancy-related issues

which may affect retail outlets and
property

HOW TO APPLY

Candidates who meet the above
requirements should forward a soft
copy of their applications and
Curriculum Vitae to:

recruitmentplug.ng@gmail.com
in two weeks from the date of this
advertisement. Only shortlisted
candidates will be contacted through
their e-mails and/or by SMS to the
telephone number provided.
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Israel expands expulsions in occupied West Bank to reinforce control

ORE than 3,000 Palestinians have been forced from their
omes in the occupied West Bank city of Hebron as the
Israeli army escalates military operation, a development
human rights experts described as a calculated effort to per-
manently displace the Palestinian population.

Israel has imposed a lockdown across the city and detained
at least, 71 people over the past four days, according to
Palestinian Prisoner’s Society.

Hebron Governor, Khaled Dudin, said yesterday that a total of
488 families comprising 3,171 people have been displaced
across the wider governorate

Hebron Mayor, Yousef al-Jabari,also told Al Jazeera that 3,043
of those forced from their homes were from within Hebron

EU citizenship cannot be bought,
migration consultants warn

city limits alone.

Separately, the Israeli military has continued a demolition
campaign that has resulted in the destruction of residential
buildings, factories and roads while also blocking roads, raid-
ing homes and assaulting Palestinian citizens.

The crackdown has been in place since Friday, when two sol-
diers were killed in a shooting near the city.

Meanwhile, Israeli Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, has
justified it by pledging an operation unseen since the 1967
Wwar.

The eviction was coming amid increased tensions across the
occupied West Bank as Israeli settlers and soldiers engage in
violent pogroms.

Attacks on olive harvesters have been rampantfollowing rise
in aggression before Israel’s general election last Tuesday, in
which Netanyahu is seeking re-election.

According to municipal authorities in Hebron, many of the
forcibly displaced Palestinians are women, children and eld-

erlyindividuals while Israeli soldiers systematically converted
dozens of their homes into military barracks and field inter-
rogation centres.

“The measures taken in the city of Hebron are not of a single
type but rather have surpassed any idea of temporary evacua-
tion or deportation.

“Evacuating homes falls into three categories - evacuation for
demolition, evacuation for revenge and collective punish-
ment and evacuation for military uses, where they have
turned some homes into military barracks”, said a Professor
of Contemporary History, al-Quds Open University, Dura,
Hebron, Noman Amr.

Amr also highlighted the psychological warfare at play,
stressing that “aggressive, collective punitive, terrorist, racist
behaviour, aims to create a state of panic, fear and instability
for the Palestinian society.”

The goal, Amr added, is to impose a new reality that can be
summarised in one sentence as “more land, fewer Arabs.”

By Ngozi Egenuka
MLGRATION consultants
ave cautioned against
claims that European Union
citizenship could be pur-
chased, stressing that citizen-
ship is generally obtained

through legal processes,
including naturalisation.
Head ofMigration

Department at Mirsatori,
Maksin Nikitin, said yesterday
that the desire to access better
opportunities remained one
of the major reasons
Nigerians seek to migrate,
particularly through business
and entrepreneurship pro-
grammes.

Nikitin explained that busi-
ness migration route requires
applicants to have innovative
business ideas and more than
one co-founder.

He said they could assist
applicants in finding partners
with similar interests to estab-
lish businesses together, list-
ing agriculture, construction,
logistics, pharmaceuticals,
information technology and
green energy among the sec-
tors in which prospective
migrants could develop start-
ups.

According to him, the com-

pany hasassisted not less than
100 Nigerians achieve results
through its migration servic-
es, with another 100 currently
undergoing the process.

According to Nikitin, the
cost of the process varies by
destination and family size,
explaining that the Spain
route costs €11,000 for the
principal applicant, with an
additional €1,000 for each
family member while the
France option costs €25,000
for the entire family applica-
tion.

He added that France's visa
process could be more cum-
bersome because each appli-
cant is expected to submit an
individual application.

He identified trust and the
availability of funds as recur-
ring challenges among
Nigerian clients, noting that
some prospective applicants
delay proceeding until full
amount is raised.

The Chief Executive Officer,
0] Capital, Johnson Anorh,
also identified trust as amajor
challenge confronting
Nigerian migration seeker,
prompting the company to
establish a physical presence
in the country.

Brazil’'s Lula vows no return to
dictatorship after fourth term victory

UIZ Inacio Lula da Silva,

the Brazilian president,
has vowed that dictatorship
and fascism will never return
to Brazil after winning a his-
toric fourth term in power by
defeating his far-right oppo-
nent, Flavio Bolsonaro.
“This is God’s work - and it’s
thanks toall of you,” Lula told
tens of thousands of support-
ers who had gathered in cen-
tral Sdao Paulo in the early
hours of Monday to celebrate
his dramatic election come-
back.
A few hours earlier, Lula
pulled off the most stunning
political fightback in mod-
ern Brazilian history, bounc-
ing back from a firstround
defeat in early October to
trounce Bolsonaro by more
than 4m votes in the runoff.
“Today is a historic day,” Lula
declared, before telling a sea
of elated supporters:
“Democracy always, dictator-
ship never again. Democracy

always, fascism never again.”
Never, since the return of
democracy after the 1964-85
military regime, had the first-
round loser managed to win
the second vote.

But Lula did precisely that on
Sunday, prompting joyous
scenes on the streets of Sao
Paulo and cities all across
Brazil. He won with 64.2m
votes to Bolsonaro’s 59.8m, a
51.79% to 48.21% victory. It was
at least 10m more votes than
Lula secured in the first
round.

Lula’s health  minister,
Alexandre Padilha, told the
Guardian shortly after the
result was confirmed: “This is
a huge victory for the
Brazilian people who in the
second round had the chance
to think about what President
Lula means for the environ-
ment, for the defence of our
national health service and
our education system and the
Brazilian constitution.

Serbia celebrates as Vucic loses election to student-led movement

ERBIA’S long-standing

leader, Aleksandar Vucic,
has admitted defeat to a stu-
dent-led protest movement
in snap parliamentary elec-
tions.

Celebrations erupted as
crowds descended on the
centre of Belgrade, Novi Sad
and other cities.

The student movement was
formed less than two years
ago in response to a railway
station disaster blamed on
corruption and negligence
but fought the election with
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An aerial photo shows the size of the celebrations

candidates from a cross-sec-
tion of Serbian society.

“It is clear we have lost these
elections”, right-wing pop-
ulist leader, Vucic said. With
97 per cent of polling sta-
tions counted, Serbia's elec-
tion commission said the
students have won 2.24 mil-
lionvotes and the former rul-
ing party 1.67 million.

The students had secured
52.6 per cent of the vote
Vucic's
Progressive Party (SNS) was
on 39.2 per cent, according to

Monday morning.
leading his

Serbian

ple.

its preliminary figures late

Vucic had spent two terms
as President and could not
seek a third term but was

Progressive Party (SNS) with
the aim of returning to the
post of a Prime Minister,
which he left in 2017.

He called the snap elections
after two years of protests
triggered by the collapse of a
canopy in front of Novi Sad
station, which killed 16 peo-

by Students’ List supporters at Slavija square in Belgrade.

The Student List's lead candi-
date, Ilija Srdanovi, told BBC
Serbian Serbia will be a free

state.
He said the anti-corruption
Serbian movement, which had

attracted anti-government
voters across Serbia, hope to
free the country from tyran-
ny.
There were celebrations on
various streets of the city,
with people dancing and
chanting,“victory, Serbia is
free. It is a miracle”, one stu-
dent told the BBC.

Nurse responding to Ebola alert killed in DR Congo attack

NURSE has been killed and another
ealth worker seriously injured in an
attack as they were responding to Ebola
alert in North-Eastern Democratic
Republic of Congo.

The two were targeted by local youths,
who accused them of contaminating
water sources and spreading the Ebola
virus, according to the UN-backed Radio
Okapi.

The World Health Organisation (WHO)

has condemned the attack.
To prevent the virus spreading, neigh-
bouring Uganda has banned all non-
essential travel to and from DR Congo
and directed that its citizens returning
from the country would be quarantined
for 21 days.

More than 4,800 people have died and
nearly 10,000 infected in DR Congo since
the fresh outbreak in May.

Reacting to the attack, WHO

DirectorGeneral, Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, said health workers must
be able to carry out their duties in safety
and dignity, adding that healthcare per-
sonnel should always be protected.

The UN agency also extended its condo-
lences to the family and colleagues of the
nurse who was killed and wished the
injured worker a swift recovery.

The BBC has contacted the Ebola
response team for comment on the cir-
cumstances surrounding the attack.

Earlier this month, two countries - Kenya
and Nigeria, reported their first cases of
Ebola linked to the current outbreak.

The patient in Nigeria -Ugandan-born
wife of a Swiss diplomat, was on Monday
flown from Abuja to Switzerland for fur-
ther treatment.

She had travelled to the Ugandan capital
for a holiday, according to the head of
Africa Centres for Disease Control and

Prevention, Jean Kaseya. She was evacuat-
ed alongside her husband, who has
shown no symptoms.

Nigeria's health ministry said she was
stable, conscious and able to communi-
cate while authorities are trying to estab-
lish where she contracted the virus.

The new restrictions announced in
Uganda came after questions were
raised over her case and that of a Kenyan
businessman. Both tested positive for
Ebola after travelling through Uganda,
even though no cases have been report-
ed there since August.

The Kenyan had arrived from DR Congo,
where he had business interests.

Only essential travellers, including aid
workers, truck drivers and security per-
sonnel are allowed to cross the border
from DR Congo to Uganda, subject to
strict health screening, the health min-
istry announced.
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Many people in power seem unaware
of constitutional duties, says Kogo

Dr Mainasara Umar Kogo is Chairman of the Code of Conduct Tribunal (CCT). In this interview with AMEH
OCHOJILA, the lawyer and historian discusses the challenges of fighting corruption, the tribunal’s prosecutorial
limitations, his proposal to transform it into a National Anti-Corruption Court, and efforts to recover allegedly
disposed-of properties. He also speaks on the state of the institution when he assumed office, funding constraints
and his vision for reforming the tribunal.

With your long career in public service and
advocacy, can you trace your background and
journey to the CCI?
life’s trajectory is quite long. I hail from a
royal family in Katsina, but I grew up as a
Marxist and participated in various platforms of
struggle, dating back to the PRP (Peoples
Redemption Party) days.

I have belonged to several national and
international bodies, but I am particularly
known as an international media analyst on
good governance and human rights protection.
[am also a teacher, historian, sociologist, lawyer
and public servant.

President Bola Ahmed Tinubu appointed me
chairman of the Code of Conduct Tribunal on
June 13, 2024, following recommendations by
some statesmen that [ should return to sanitise
the institution. I had served here as chief
registrar about 25 to 27 years earlier.

The recommendation followed concerns about
developments considered detrimental to the
integrity, goodwill and image of the institution.
Given Nigeria’s corruption challenges, do you
believe there is still hope in the fight against
corruption?

Yes, there is hope. Before my appointment, [ was
president of the African Transparency Front.
Since my appointment to this position, I have
not experienced any interference in the
discharge of my responsibilities.

The major issues are the institutional
mechanisms and legal
frameworks, which &5 7
need to be

iy
)

strengthened. We must also instil patriotism,
discipline and statesmanship in people
entrusted with adjudication and public
responsibilities.

Anyone occupying a position of authority
should understand that the office is a
responsibility; not a luxury. No one is inherently
more important than the ordinary person on
the street. Public office is an opportunity to
serve.

People must also understand the gravity of
taking public funds. In my view; even taking one
naira from the public treasury is a serious moral
offence because public resources belong to the
people.

Throughout my 34 years in public service, have
maintained that principle. I do not have a car of
my own, and people assist me with
transportation to and from work. I have tried to
live by the belief that public office must not
become an instrument of personal enrichment.

I do notbelieve all hope is lost. There will always
be people capable of introducing reforms and
putting society on the path of truth, justice and
moral rectitude.

Can you assure Nigerians that the tribunal
will move swiftly against politically exposed
persons, regardless of their status?

People must understand the constitutional and
legal framework within which the tribunal
operates. Under the current arrangement, the
Code of Conduct Bureau is responsible for
investigating and prosecuting matters before
us.

The Attorney-General also has constitutional
prosecutorial powers and has assigned
prosecutors to the Bureau. Therefore, we are
limited to the cases brought before us through
the existing arrangement.

We cannot independently decide who should

be prosecuted. We deal with the cases brought

before us, and all cases are equal before the
tribunal. It is the substance of each case that

bl | N differs.

Kogo

< '\ The proposed legislation is intended to

address this limitation by allowing anti-graft

agencies to bring relevant cases before us,

irrespective of the status of the persons

involved.

There are several issues that may require

legal scrutiny beyond asset declaration,

including certificate forgery, falsification of

records, academic plagiarism, dual

citizenship and foreign bank accounts. The

appropriate legal framework must determine

which offences fall within the court’s
jurisdiction.

If the proposed law is passed, we will have a

broader framework for receiving cases from

multiple sources and handling them
expeditiously.

What exactly do you want to

achieve through your

proposed major

change to the

tribunal’s

mandate?

I am trying to

reposition the

tribunal in

‘?J line with

t h e

Constitution’s intent. The CCT is specifically
mentioned in the Constitution and has an
important responsibility in enforcing the Code
of Conduct for public officers.

I have introduced a bill to change the name of
the Code of Conduct Tribunal to the National
Anti-Corruption Court. Under the proposal, anti-
graft agencies and civil society groups would be
able to prosecute relevant cases before the court.

We also propose establishing about seven
judicial divisions and recruiting 37 additional
judges to handle corruption-related cases
expeditiously. The idea is to create a modern
institution capable of dealing with cases
promptly and strengthening the fight against
corruption in Nigeria and beyond.

I have appealed to the Attorney-General of the
Federation and the President to consider
adopting the bill as an executive bill to facilitate
its passage by the National Assembly.

We have also introduced 10 new departments
to address emerging challenges. One of them
will focus on international enforcement. Where
judgments involve people with dual citizenship
or assets and investments abroad, we may
require cooperation with international bodies,
including Interpol, and diplomatic missions to
enforce them within the law.

Some people believe corruption worsened
with the return to civilian rule in 1999. What is
your assessment?

My concern is not simply the
statistics people cite, but
how much the lives of
ordinary Nigerians have
improved. How many
people can afford two square
meals a day? The phrase
“food on the table” is
frequently used, but many
people do not even have a
table in their homes.

The depreciation of our
currency has weakened its
purchasing power, while the

In the First and Second Republics,
we had people widely regarded as
statesmen because they placed
national development above
personal interests. Today, we need
leaders who regard public office as
a sacred responsibility rather than
an opportunity for self-enrichment.

deteriorated considerably. We built this building
when I worked with Justice Bashir Sambo and
Justice Constance Momoh. Returning after many
years, [ was worried about where to begin.

There was no electricity or water supply, the lifts
were not working, the building had not been
renovated for more than 25 years, and basic
working materials were lacking. Security was also
poor, and burglaries were rampant. Even
armoured cables had been stolen.

I engaged corporate security and cleaning
companies, resolved outstanding electricity
issues and restored power supply. I also provided
two boreholes and began renovating the
building.

Staff development was another priority. We have
completed 36 streams of capacity-building
training to prepare personnel for contemporary
professional demands. I have also facilitated
professional development for lawyers and
accountants.

We addressed outstanding promotions and
irregular staff placements. There are no pending
promotions that we have not implemented, and
we have paid the retirement entitlements of
about 70 to 80 per cent of affected retirees. Some
had waited for as long as two decades, while some
died before receiving their entitlements.

Iintroduced about 13 new allowances and other
welfare measures, including support for staff
transportation, vehicle maintenance and welfare
packages during Christmas, Ramadan, Sallah and
Easter. We have also introduced a 13th-month
salary bonus to motivate staff.

How has it been managing the tribunal’s
operations despite inadequate funding?

On average, we receive between N26 million and
N28 million as overhead, and the money does not
always come monthly. Sometimes, it takes two or
three months before it is released.

[ want it placed on record that since I assumed
office, I have not received one kobo as capital
allocation. By the time we pay for security,
cleaning, electricity, water, vehicle maintenance,
stationery and other essential services, almost the
entire allocation is exhausted.

Because of these constraints, I reached out to
international donor agencies and other
institutions. We have
received computers,
laptops, photocopiers,
printers and  other
equipment.

I have also worked to
restore relationships with
relevant institutions,
including the Chief Justice
of Nigeria, the Secretary to
the Government of the
Federation, the Head of the
Civil Service of the
Federation, the Attorney-

economic system .

increasingly ~ encourages Generfil'of the Federation,

people to pursue individual ’ ’ the Ministry of Budget and
National Planning, the

interests at the expense of
collective welfare.

There has been a serious erosion of
nationalism, national cohesion and patriotism.
Everyone appears concerned about what they
can gain, while the national interest suffers.

Our Constitution emphasises national unity,
social justice and the responsibilities of citizens
and public institutions. Yet, many people in
positions of authority do not appear sufficiently
conscious of  their constitutional
responsibilities.

We have more politicians than statesmen.
Politicians may be concerned with acquiring
power and wealth, but statesmen think about
the country, the welfare of its people and the
future of generations to come.

In the First and Second Republics, we had
people widely regarded as statesmen because
they placed national development above
personal interests. Today, we need leaders who
regard public office as a sacred responsibility
rather than an opportunity for self-enrichment.

The National Orientation Agency should also
playa stronger role in promoting national unity,
patriotism, responsible citizenship and public
service. We need a change in the principles and
strategies guiding our leadership.

What institutional failures did you encounter
when you assumed office, and what have you
done to address them?

Honestly, I found an institution that had

Director of Public
Prosecutions and the Code of Conduct Bureau.

The Bureau is assisting us with the production of
our practice direction because we do not have
sufficient funds for it.

I introduced a practice direction intended to
limit the period for handling cases to about six
weeks, to expedite proceedings and ensure that
justice is delivered within the shortest possible
time. [ have also introduced an annual legal year
to assess our performance.

What is the current state of efforts to recover
properties allegedly disposed of by previous
leaderships?

The recovery of properties and other assets has
been a major concern. I am still discovering items
and properties that were allegedly taken away or
disposed of.

The official residence designated for the
chairman was, according to the information
available to me, sold to private interests. That is
why I do not have official accommodation. I have
been staying in a house someone lent me at Life
Camp.

I also do not have an official vehicle. Some of the
tribunal’s vehicles are dilapidated, while others
were stolen. Because of the lack of resources and
transportation, I asked the security personnel
assigned to me, including officers from the DSS,
police and civil defence, to return to their
respective offices.
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‘Many companies left Nigeria due to lack

of financial shield, but NB remains resilient

Managing Director and Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) of Nigerian
Breweries, Thibaut Boidin, recently
sat down with TOBI AWODIPE to
discuss the company’s futurein a
rapidly changing market, the cre-
ation of a revolutionary 10-year
master plan for the brewery indus-
try, and why Nigeria remains an
attractive market despite opera-
tional challenges.

q FTER 80 years in Nigeria, how does this
ilestone shape the company’s future?
IT means a great deal to us because it reflects
eight decades of navigating Nigeria’s history,
economic cycles and market evolution. For a
company to remain relevant, continue grow-
ing and maintain its leadership position
through all those changes is something we
are very proud of. It is a testament to the
resilience of our business, our people and our
commitment to Nigeria. This milestone is
also about the future. While we celebrate 80
years of legacy, we are equally focused on the
next 80 years. In recent years, some compa-
nies choose to scale back or exit investments,
but we remained committed because we
strongly believe in Nigeria’s long-term poten-
tial.
How would you describe Nigerian
Breweries’ journey and evolution to date?
It's a very impressive history because we cre-
ated this industry. The brewing industry
didn’t exist before us. In 1946, we were the
first to build this brewery here in Lagosand in
Nigeria as a whole. Since then, we have been
shaping and leading the industry across dif-
ferent cycles. Nigerian Breweries has not only
contributed to the Nigerian economy
because of our size, but also contributed to
communities and society. We lead this indus-
try notjust by doing business, but also by sup-
porting all local communities. We have a foot-
print that does not exist with many of our
competitors and many other industries in
Nigeria. We support communities across the
country, and we have been doing so inten-
tionally. Nigeria is a very joyful country, full of
energy, optimism and resilience. Through
our brands, we have had the privilege of
being part of some of life’s most memorable
moments, bringing people together to cele-
brate friendship, %amily, achievement and
community.

That is why our 80th anniversary theme is
‘Together Every Moment'. It reflects the role
our brands have played in bringing people
together and creating shared experiences
over generations.

What does that theme have to do with your
brand’s ethos and what it means for you
going into the future?

A lot of companies use their anniversary to
celebrate the company, but we decided to
take a different approach by celebrating
Nigerians, hence the ‘Together Every
Moment’ theme. In the last 80 years, we have
been there for Nigerians and a significant
part of their lives, and we wanted this mile-
stone to recognise that shared journey. This
anniversary is not simply about looking back
at our history. It is about celebrating
Nigerians, acknowledging our role in their
lives and reaffirming our commitment to the
future.

There have been many challenges over the
years, as well as varying policy changes.
What has been the major lesson learned so
far, and how have you been able to weather
these challenges?

The firstlesson is that strong leadership turns
challenges into opportunities. Throughout
our history, Nigerian Breweries has faced dif-
ferent economic and regulatory challenges.
Our leaders and employees have consistently
adapted, innovated and found ways to
emerge stronger. A good example is the devel-
opment of the local sorghum value chain.

When imported barley became difficult to
access decades ago, the company adapted by
investing in alternatives and supporting the
development of local sorghum. Today, many
of our products are brewed using locally
sourced sorghum. What could have been a

major challenge became an opportunity for
innovation and local value creation.

A second lesson is the importance of finan-
cial resilience. In volatile environments, com-
panies must maintain strong balance sheets
and financial flexibility. Many companies left
a fewyears ago due to the crisis and instability
because Nigeria can be complex to operate in
because policies can change very quickly and
have a significant impact. However, we decid-
ed to stay because we believe in Nigeria’s
future and potential.

My biggest lesson so far is that companies
need to build a financial shield to navigate a
crisis. If the economic environment is good,
you grow; if it's bad, you survive. Many compa-
nies left because theylacked a financial shield.
Over the last two years, we have worked hard
to strengthen our financial position and
improve our ability to generate cash and self-
fund growth. This puts us in a much stronger
position to invest in the future, regardless of
economic conditions.

My second big lesson is that you need a very
strong financial position on your balance
sheet to navigate a crisis. Every time we went
through a crisis, we came out stronger. Our
teams and the organisation are highly adapt-
able; we are very quick to seize opportunities
and make decisions, having learned from the
past.

Athird lesson relates to the broader econom-

ic environment. We believe the ongoing
reforms are moving Nigeria in the right direc-
tion over the long term. The key question is
how quickly consumers and businesses will
begin to feel the benefits. Today, pressure on
disposable income remains one of the
biggest challenges facing households and
businesses. However, we remain optimistic
that the reforms will create stronger founda-
tions for long-term growth.
Given Nigeria’s current economic situation,
do you still see this market as attractive?
Absolutely! If you look at countries with
strong long-term growth potential, popula-
tion growth is often one of the biggest drivers.
Nigeria stands out in this regard. With a pop-
ulation of more than 240 million people and
a demographic profile that remains one of
the youngest in the world, Nigeria continues
to offer significant opportunities for growth
and development.

We also believe the brewing industry has con-
siderable untapped potential. Consumption
levels remain below those of many compara-
ble African markets, which suggests substan-
tial headroom for future growth as economic
conditions improve.

There are very few countries in the world that
combine this scale of population growth with
such a deep cultural connection to our
brands. After 80 years in the market, Nigerian
Breweries is woven into the fabric of Nigerian
society, and that gives us tremendous confi-
dence in the future.

What do you want this company to be
remembered for over the next 80 years?
[ would like us to continue being recognised
for what we have achieved over the last 80
years: shaping, growing and leading the
industry while creating value for consumers,
communities and the broader economy.

[ would like us to be known as a company
that helped unlock the full potential of the
brewing industry and continued to drive
innovation, investment and growth. Our
value chain spans agriculture, manufactur-
ing, logistics, retail, and hospitality. We sup-

We also believe the brewing industry
has considerable untapped potential.
Consumption levels remain below
those of many comparable African
markets, which suggests substantial
headroom for future growth as eco-
nomic conditions improve. There are
very few countries in the world that
combine this scale of population
growth with such a deep cultural con-
nection to our brands.

port a vast ecosystem of businesses and liveli-
hoods, and I would like to see that contribu-
tion grow even further.

Equally important is our people. Nigerian
Breweries has built a strong reputation for
attracting, developing and retaining out-
standing talent. I hope we continue building
that culture and remain one of the most desir-
able employers in Nigeria.

How are you contributing to the marketing
that you operate in?

Our contribution starts with the value chain
that supports our business. Many people only
see the final product, but behind every bottle
is a large ecosystem involving farmers, pack-
aging suppliers, engineers, transporters, dis-
tributors, retailers and many other busi-
nesses. Through our leadership and
continued investments, we
have helped expand and
strengthen this ecosys-
tem over the years. So
our first contribution is

supporting a large

industry ecosystem,

with millions of people

and families depending
on this industry.

We are also committed to sup-

porting local agriculture and increasing local
sourcing. One example is the Maltina Barley
Project, which aims to establish local barley
production and reduce dependence on
imports. As Chair of the Beer Sectoral Group, I
am also working with government and indus-
try stakeholders on a 10-year master plan for
the brewing industry.

We believe the industry can play an even big-
ger role in Nigeria’s economic future. The
master plan is designed to unlock invest-
ment, strengthen agriculture, create jobs,
support local manufacturing and contribute
more meaningfully to economic growth. Our
goal is to create a framework that enables sus-
tainable growth over the next decade for the
benefit of the entire ecosystem.

What s the current state of your company’s
backward integration process, which start-
ed a few years ago?

We are a Nigerian company, and many of our
suppliers are local. Though not all raw materi-
als are sourced locally, many are. Indeed,
given the market’s volatility, we need to
reduce our net FX exposure, and one of the
bestways to do so is by increasing the localisa-
tion of raw materials and production inputs.

We have initiated several initiatives over the
years, including the barley project I men-
tioned earlier. Some are taking longer to
materialise than others. For instance, the bar-
ley project I mentioned earlier. The goal is to
have 100 per cent of our barley produced in
Nigeria, and we have been working toward
that for about seven years now. We are sup-
gortin more than 1,100 farmers in growing

arley locally, but agriculture takes time, and
progress depends on factors such as climate,
infrastructure and technical capabilities. This
is not something that can be achieved
overnight. However, we are committed to
working step by step to do this.

We have seen similar successes in other mar-
kets, including Ethiopia, and we believe
Nigeria has the potential to achieve the same
outcome. However, it requires collaboration.
Government support, infrastructure develop-
ment and industry partnerships will all be
important if we are to accelerate progress,
and this is where the master plan comes in. If
we can revamp the agriculture industry,
imagine the possibilities. Localisation and
backward integration are long-term commit-
ments, but we are moving in the right direc-
tion.

How many years are you looking at to make
this a reality?

We believe meaningful progress can be
achieved within the next five years, although
the pace will depend on several factors, espe-
cially those related to agriculture and infra-
structure.

Our focus is on moving as quickly as possible
while ensuring that the model is sustainable
and delivers lasting impact.

This is a very competitive market, and con-
ditions are tough; how are you looking to
remain ahead?

Having good competitors is great and healthy
for the industry and consumers. Strong com-

Boidin

petition drives

innovation, improves quality and ultimately
benefits consumers. In the past, it was just
Guinness and Nigerian Breweries until
International Breweries came on board,
which added a bit of competition, which
makes me happy.

Our first priority is to build on our existing
strengths. Nigerian Breweries has been the
industry leader for 80 years because we
understand our consumers, invest behind
our brands and continuously evolve with the
market.

Secondly, because we have learned from the
past, our finances are much stronger and can
adapt to any economic crisis more quickly.
Also, we're going to invest in the growth of
our peoFle and in the key brands that con-
sumers love. Some fantastic things that have
never been done before in Nigeria are in the
works. We will continue to innovate and
invest in our people to have the best capabili-
ties in the markets; and this will continue to
be a key differentiator for us.

You have mentioned some of the chal-
lenges faced by major manufacturers; what
changes would you like to see that would
help players in this sector?

I really want our master plan to work. A well-
designed 10-year industry plan, developed
collaboratively between government and
industry, has the potential to unlock signifi-
cant investment, strengthen agriculture, cre-
ate jobs and accelerate industrial develop-
ment.

Nigerian Breweries alone has invested sub-
stantially in Nigeria over the years and con-
tinues to invest in the future. The broader
brewing industry can contribute even more
if the right framework is in place.

This goes beyond any one company. It is
about l%uilding an industry that can create
opportunities across the entire value chain,
from farmers and manufacturers to logistics
providers, retailers and consumers. That is
whyIam passionate about bringing this mas-
ter plan to life. I believe it can play a meaning-
ful role in supporting Nigeria’s long-term
economic development.

How has Nigerian Breweries’ acquisition of
Distell contributed to revenue and profit
generation so far?

The acquisition aligns with our long-term
strategy to build a more diversified beverage
portfolio and create additional growth
opportunities.

At this stage, it remains a long-term invest-
ment, and the contribution is still relatively
modest. However, we have made significant
progress in integrating the business.

One important milestone was the full inte-
%ration of the supply chain into our Ibadan

rewery, which now allows us to produce the
products locally.

Our focus today is on building the right
foundations, strengthening execution and
ensuring we are ready to scale sustainably in
the years ahead. The long-term opportunity
remains very attractive, and we are confident
about the role the portfolio can play in our
future growth.
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Normalisation Committee:

FIFA, CAF, NSC begln ‘@
screening of candidates

NFF official told The Guardian yesterday that the
names of the members of the committee would /
be announced publicly by FIFA after due
consultations with relevant bodies.

The Guardian learnt, yesterday,
that both FIFA and CAF, in al-
liance with the NSC, have se-

cretly started screening can-
didates for the committee.
Asource told The Guardian

By Gowon Akpodonor
RLD football governing body, FIFA,
the Confederation of African Football
(CAF)and the National Sports Commission
(NSC) have commenced the screening of
candidates to oversee the Normalisation
Committee of Nigeria Football Federation
(NFF).

After months of speculations, FIFA, last
week, approved the normalisation com-
mittee to run Nigerian football. FIFA also
seta deadline for the committee’s tenure,
stating thatits mandate would end once
ithad completed its assigned tasks, but no
later than May 31,2027.

The normalisation committee will man-
age the nation’s football pending fresh
elections to its executive committee, fol-
lowing months of leadership uncertain-
ty and calls for comprehensive reforms.
There were reports at the weekend that
FIFA had chosen one of the leading can-
didates to lead the committee. But a top

the chairman.

among those

tions next year.”

2027 1CC Men’s T20 World Cup Africa Qualifier

sail to continental final

that among those being
screened are two candi-
dates for the position of

“There are three women
being
screened, but I don’t know
the position they are going
for,” the source said, adding:
“All we know for now is that none of the
members of the normalisation committee will be eli-
gible for the positions to be filled during the NFF elec-

By Christian Okpara

IGERIA, at the weekend,

ended its long wait for its
first ever T20i victory over Ugan-
da with a one run win over
the East Africans at the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup Africa
Sub-Regional Qualifier C in
Abuja.

Anchored on the superlative
form of Isaac Danladi and Selim
Salau, the YellowGreens, in a
contest that went down to the
final delivery at the Moshood
Abiola National Stadium crick-

149 to defeat one of Africa’s es-
tablished cricketing sides and
conclude their qualifying cam-
paign on a memorable note.

Beyond the victory, the result
represented a significant break-
through in the historical rival-
ry between the two nations.
Uganda had traditionally dom-
inated their men’s T20I en-
counters, winning the over-
whelming majority of their
previous meetings. Nigeria’s
narrow triumph therefore
marked notonlya crucial tour-

etvenue, successfullydefended  nament result butalso a land-
a target SO mark achievement for the Yel-
o f lowGreens.

With both teams already as-
sured of qualification for the
20271CC Men's T20 World Cup
Africa Qualifier, the encounter
offered an opportunity to es-
tablish supremacy between

- \ two of the competition’s

signing Bukayo Saka from Ar-
senal as they as-

transfer win-

”\

Rt FAL Madrid are preparing
o explore the possibility of

=~ sesstheirattack-
% ing options
e o ahead of the next

dows, reports

W\ thehardtack-
le.com.
Jll According to
W Fussball
I| News, the
Spanish gi-
ants have
identified
the England
internation-
al as one of
the Premier

strongest
sides. Nige-
ria seized
that oppor-
tunity in un-
forgettable
fashion.
After winning
the toss and
electing tobat,
Nigeria made
an aggressive
start, with
openers Dan-
ladi and Salau
immediately
putting Ugan-
da’sbowlingat-
tack under
pressure.

The pair combined

-

for an opening partnership of 68 runs fromjust7.2
overs, giving the YellowGreens early momentum
and laying the foundation for a competitive total.

League forwards capable of
making an immediate impact
at the Santiago Bernabeu.
Saka’s consistency, versatility
and experience at the highest
level have made him an at-
tractive option as Real Madrid
consider how to strengthen
their forward line.

No formal negotiations have
begun with Arsenal. However,
Real Madrid are expected to es-
tablish contact with Saka’s rep-
resentatives as they gather
more information about his sit
uation.

Saka has become one of Arse-
nal’s most important players
and remains central to Mikel
Arteta’s plans. His ability to
operate from the right flank,

Nigeria’s senior men’s national cricket
team, YellowGreens, celebrating their
historic defeat of Uganda at the ICC Men's
T20 World Cup Africa Sub-Regional
Qualifier C in Abuja at the weekend.

@ Guardian Nigeria fGuardianNigeria @ oaizsaroszi (©) Guardiannigeria

create chances and contribute
goals makes him particularly
valuable toa side that has built
much of its attacking struc-
ture around his qualities.

Real Madrid’s interest comes
amid uncertainty surround-
ing their own attacking depth.
With injuries affecting key op-
tions and questions over the fu-
ture of some squad players,
the club are examining elite al-
ternatives rather than waiting
for problems to become more
serious.

Arsenal, however, have little
reason to encourage a saleand
Saka remains under contract
and is considered a corner-
stone of the club’s long-term
project.

Nathaniel Idowu U-16 Football League

Race for Super 4 enters home stretch

as teams eye final

By Daniel Akinola

THE Nathaniel Idowu Under-
16 Football League has en-

tered the business end with

teams jostling for semifinals

spots in the eight-week old

championship.

The Week 8 games gave an
inkling into what awaits foot-
ball fans as the stage is set fora
blockbuster final round of fix-
tures on October 31.

Unbeaten Young 11 FA have al-
ready secured their place in
the Super 4, but three spots re-
main up for grabs with five
teams still firmlyin contention
heading into Week 9.

At the New Maracana Sports
Complex, Tolu, Ajegunle Unit-
ed SC kept their qualification
hopes alive with a hard-fought
2-1 victory over St. Petersburg
FA. Goals from Adogha Peterin
the13th minute and Onyebuchi
Okoli in the 50th minute
proved decisive as Ajegunle
claimed a vital three points.

day glory

Atico FAalso breathed new life
into their campaign with a
thrilling 4-3 win over Moore
Wins Foundation FA. Haruna
Usman, Korede Olabiyi, Ayo-
mide Oyebanji and Opeyemi
Ajiboye all found the netin an
entertaining seven-goal en-
counter.

Bright Stars SA produced one
of the biggest surprises of the
weekend, defeating SC Heritage
2-1 away from home. Feranmi
Akinwale scored twice in the
20th and 48th minutes to over-
turn Norbert Theodore’s open-
erand propel Bright Stars back
into Super 4 contention.

At the Nathaniel Idowu Foot-
ball Pitch, Oregie, Divinely
Blessed FArecorded a comfort-
able 3-0 victory over bottom-
placed Seraphic FA, while league
leaders Young 11 FA once again
demonstrated their resilience
by coming from behind twice
to earn a 2-2 draw against sec-
ond-placed Fortune FA.

EuroMatch NPFL Official Attack

Delta sets N200,

000 reward

for information on culprit

From Monday Osayande, Asaba
THE Delta State Sports Com-

mission has setaN200,000
reward for anybody who iden-
tifies the football spectator that
allegedly attacked a match of-
ficial during the EuroMatch
Nigeria Premier Football League
(NPFL)Matchday10 encounter
between Warri Wolves and
Kano Pillars in Ozoro, Delta
State.

The Guardianlearnt that the in-
cident occurred on Sunday, Oc-
tober 25,2026, at the Southern
Delta University Stadium,
Ozoro, shortly after the con-
clusion of the league fixture.
The suspect, who was yet to be
identified as of the time of filing
this report, allegedly struck one
of the match officials in the

face, leaving him with a bleed-
ing nose.

The attack reportedly occurred
after the match officials had
been escorted out of the stadi-
um by security personnel and
were at their designated bus,
which was to convey them to
their hotel.

Following this ugly develop-
ment, The Chairman of the
Delta State Sports Commission,
Onoriode Oborevwori, offered
aN200,000 reward to anyone
who provides credible infor-
mation leading to the arrest of
suspect.

He described the incident as
heartbreaking and expressed
disbelief that anyone could at-
tack a football official under
such circumstances.

Shooting: 81 Division wins NASAC 2026

By Bertram Nwannekanma

HE 81 Division of the Niger-
ian Army has emerged over-
all champion at the 2026 Niger-
ian Army Small Arms Cham-
pionship (NASAC), winning six
of the seven trophies contest-
ed by 10 formations in the
shooting competition.

Thedivision clinched the title
with 2,084.3 points, following
what the General Officer Com-
manding (GOC), 81 Division,
Major General Adebayo Ba-
balola, described as the out-
come of rigorous preparation,

sustained training and deter-
mination.

Army Headquarters Garri-
son finished second with
1,787.6 points, while 3 Division
placed third with 1,522.3 points.
Speaking at the closing cere-
mony, Ogun State Governor,
Dapo Abiodun, represented
by the Head of Service, Olare-
waju Saka, commended the
Chief of Army Staff (COAS),
Lieutenant General Waidi
Shaibu, and the Nigerian
Army’s leadership for choosing
the state to host the national
military competition.
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Chidi Anselm Odinkalu

HEAD of Nigeria’s general elections in
A]anuary and February 2027, Africa
Confidential warns that “turnout in the elec-
tions is likely to be even lower than the average
26.7 per cent four years ago. Nigerian voters are
among the least enthusiastic in the world....
Out of more than 93.4 million registered vot-
ers, 24.9 million total votes were cast. This rep-
resented an 8.03-point decline from the 2019
elections and was the lowest voter turnout
since Nigeria’s return to civilian rule in 1999.”

Complaints about “voter apathy” are the sta-
ple of Nigeria’s electoral commentariat. The
numbers and patterns seem to bear this out. In
1999, turnout was 52.3 per cent. Officially, it
grew to 69 per cent in 2003; and has fallen
since then to 57.5 per cent in 2007; 53.7 per cent
in 2011;43.7 per centin 2015;and 34.8 per cent in
2019, before cratering to 26.7 per cent in 2023.

These claims require us to accord credibility to
the underlying numbers from the
Independent National Electoral Commission
(INEC). That begins with belief in the baseline
of INEC’s electoral register against which
turnout is judged. If that register is flawed,
then all calculations hinged on it also suffer.

Yet, the foundational affliction underlying of
Nigeria’s elections is not in INEC's numbers.
Rather, it is an absence of credible demograph-
ic management system against which to verify
INEC’s claims.

The National Population Commission (NPC)
claims 53 per cent of births in the country are
registered and only 10 per cent of deaths are.
The implications of this for the credibility of
the electoral register should worry everyone.
To be sure, electoral rolls are ambulatory.
People are not static: we move; relocate, and die
too. This is why a demographic management
system is essential. In Nigeria, this does not
exist.

A register of voters does not automatically

change because a person whose name is on it
has died. Buta person should also not be on the
register one decade after their death. In
Nigeria, there is no way of stopping this.
These define the many curiosities about
Nigeria’s voting numbers. First, they bear no
rational relationship to wider demographic
trends. Nigeria’s pattern of supposedly precipi-
tous collapse in voter turnout, for instance, is
inversely proportional to both baseline popu-
lation and civic gripe.

In 1999, Nigeria’s population was estimated to

be 115,766,000. Nigeria’s current population is
estimated at 244 million. That means the coun-
try has more than doubled its population since
1999 by 128,234,000 or 110.77 per cent.
Over the same period, the voting roll has
grown by 81.4 per cent, even as life expectancy
in the intervening quarter century has
increased by about nine years. If life expectan-
cy is growing with the population and crude
death rates falling, then the rate of growth in
the voting population should ordinarily out-
strip the underlying population growth rate.

In 20 years from 1999 to 2023, Nigeria's popu-
lation rose by about 87 per cent but the register

of voters grew by 36,530,063 or 63.05 per cent.
The mis-match between the two trendlines is
significant.

In 1999, Nigeria had 57.94 million registered
voters. This rose by 2.88 million or 4.97 per cent
to 60.82 million in 2003 and then by a mere
three-quarters of a million or 1.23 per cent to
61.57 million in 2007. By 2011, the number of reg-
istered voters climbed by over 12 million (20.5
per cent) to 73.53 million, representing an aver-
age yearly growth rate of nearly 5.12 per cent,
where previously it had grown by 1.24 per cent
in 19992003 and 0.3 per cent between 2003
2007.

By 2015, the population of registered voters fell
to 68.83 million, a deficit of 4.7 million voters or
639 per cent, representing an annualised rate
ofreversal of 1.6 per cent. Yet, over the same peri-
od, Nigeria, a country with a median age of just
under 18 years, had grown in population from
an estimated 162.9 million to 181.2 million, an
increase of 15.174 million or 11.23 per cent, repre-
senting an annual growth rate of 2.8 per cent.

The patterns from these numbers do not lend
themselves to easy explanations. It is possible to
speculate about what may explain this signifi-
cantdelta in growth between the general popu-
lation and register of voters. Rational factors
such as migration; agency dysfunctions in
INEG; civic inertia or disaffection; or high trans-
action costs may be relevant. But there remain
worrying patterns that are not easily accounted
for even by all these.

As the Justice Uwais presidential committee on
electoral reform pointed out in its 2008 report,
much of what passed for electoral numbers in
Nigeria before 2011 was voodoo. Just to illustrate
this point, the INEC does not have a breakdown
of official results for the 2007 presidential elec-
tions yet there are turnout figures for that elec-

tion.

This leads to a second issue: Nigeria’s register
of voters has always had invalid voters. The cur-
rent register of voters in Nigeria dates back to
November 2010 when the Attahiru Jega-led
INEC set about establishing a credible register
of voters for the country. The Commission had
limited time to authenticate the raw data
before the 2011 general election.

When the Automatic Fingerprint
Identification System (AFIS) finished its work
on the 2011 register nearly four years later, INEC
invalidated 4.7 million entries, which reduced
the number of registered voters from 73.53 in
2011 to 68.83 in 2015 but not before these invalid
4.7 million were eligible to vote in 2011.

Third, the biggest problem may be dead vot-
ers. That's an oxymoron because the dead
should not vote. In 2022, INEC explained that it

If life expectancy is growing with the
population and crude death rates
falling, then the rate of growth in the
voting population should ordinarily
outstrip the underlying population
growth rate. In 20 years from 1999 to
2023, Nigeria’s population rose by
about 87% but the register of voters
grew by 36,530,063 or 63.05%. The
mis-match between the two trendlines
is significant.
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could not expunge the dead from the register
because “the country does not have reliable
data of births and deaths and the commission
cannot engage in arbitrary removal of the
names of individuals it suspects are deceased.”

This has not changed. It means we have no way
of knowing how many ghosts there are among
the 103.4 million on INEC’s current register. By
failing to display the register as required by law,
the Commission does not even care to disabuse
suspicions that its register may be bloated. Its
response to non-compliance is institutional
insouciance.

Nigeria’s register of voters is the classic Hotel
California: it is “programmed to receive” and,
for anyone with their name on it, “you can
check out any time you like but you can never
leave." The implications of this for electoral
integrity are staggering.

An illustrative exercise may help. Nigerian law
allows adults alone to vote. The World Bank esti-
mates the country’s crude mortality rate at 11.64
per1000. Applied to a baseline from 2011, that is
about 34,748,845 dead in 15 years.

But not all these will be adults. Mortality rate
for under-5s is 117 per 1000 live births. That's
700,000 to 855,000 under-five child deaths
yearly. To 2025, that could be about 12 million
dead under-fives since 2011.

The country also reported an estimated medi-
an of 111,425 deaths among 5-14-year-olds from
1990 to 2016. Applied again to a 2011 baseline,
that’s another 1,671,375. In total, there could be
up to13.67 million infants, children, and adoles-
cent deaths since 2011.

Adjusting the crude death rates for mortality
among infants, children, and adolescents, there
could be about 18-20 million people liable to be
lanced from the electoral register since 2011
Applying the same methodology to a baseline
of the 2023 register, that could be up to five mil-
lion dead people alone on the register since the
last election.

In its latest announcement, however, INEC said
it captured a total 0f 10,772,421 new voters. It has
not accounted for deaths or natural attrition.
Separately, at the end of 2025, the Internal
Displacement Monitoring Centre, (IDMC)
reported that Nigeria had at least 3.7 million in
internal displacement. The United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees adds up to
478,000 Nigerian refugees outside the country.
Admittedly not all of these are adults of voting
age.

Almost assuredly, INEC’s 103.4 million voters is
corpulent. When you look at the numbers on
INEC’s register and account for the fact that the
baseline data goes back to 2011, there isa reason-
able likelihood that up to about 25 per cent on
it could be dead or dud. That should put all the
talk about voter apathy in perspective.

But this story has a uniquely Nigerian sting:
our diaspora on earth may not have a vote, but
we may have a diaspora in Heaven with a veto.
Odinkalu, a lawyer and teacher, can be reached
at chidi.odinkalu@tufts.edu
Views expressed by contributors are strictly person-
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