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Ol ILL INSPIRING.
ol L1 ADUANGING.
ol ILL IMPAGTING.

For decades, a divine assignment has continued to inspire
faith, awaken purpose, break barriers and raise lives into
greater possibilities. Through a life devoted to the
advancement of God’s Kingdom, countless lives have
been challenged to believe, grow and step into their
God-given purpose.

Today, we celebrate more than the years lived. We
celebrate a life of unwavering conviction, enduring
impact and a legacy that continues to unfold.

Happy Birthday!
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A LEGAGY
ol llL SHAPING
GENERRTIONS

Today, we celebrate a life marked by
giant strides, unwavering conviction and
an enduring commitment to purpose.

Your journey continues to inspire
generations and leave an indelible
mark.

Happy 72nd Birthday!

xxmDAVID
OYEDEPO

With love,
Ella and Benedict
Peters
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184.5Kg Cocaine: NDLEA Arraigns KC Luxury, Accomplices

By Yetunde Ayobami-Ojo and
Suliyat Tella

HE National Drug Law En-

forcement Agency
(NDLEA), on Friday, arraigned
Afolabi Kazeem Michael, pop-
ularly known as KC Luxury,
and two other accomplices,
Boniface Freeman Ochoche
Sule and Ikechukwu Ekugo
Patriarch, before Justice
Ayokunle Olayinka Faji of the
Federal High Court, Lagos, on
a 22-count charge bordering
on cocaine trafficking, illegal
export of narcotics and mon-
eylaundering.

The defendants, who were ac-
cused of conspiring between
July 28 and August 1,2026 to
export 184.5 kilogrammes of
cocaine concealed in five con-
signments through a Lagos-
based logistics firm to Lon-
don, United Kingdom, plead-
ed not guilty to all counts
when the charges were read to
them.

Count one of the charge
sheet, marked
FHC/[LAGJCR(755/2026,accused
Afolabi, alongside Boniface
and Ikechukwu, of conspiring
with Atandare Oladipupo
Oluwarotimi and Latifat Yusuf,
already arrested in London
in connection with the same
case, to export the narcotic
drug using consignments
bearing Airway Bill Numbers
2079998314, 8224082370,
2079973571, 7181131742 and
2211893902, under the ship-
per’s name Yemi Ejide.

As Agency Files 22-Count Charge Over UK-Bound Drug Haul

Other counts detailed how
Boniface procured Ikechukwu
to facilitate the export while
Afolabi is accused of procur-
inga staff member of BOT Ex-
press Logistics on Lagos Is-
land to process the illicit con-
signment and of unlawfully
possessing the cocaine ahead
of export.

The charge sheet further
linked Afolabi to the payment
of 13.2 million from a Malla-
mawa Ventures Zenith Bank
account to BOT Express Lo-

Vice President Kashim Shettima (3rd right);
in Diaspora Commission (NiDCOM), Abike Dabiri-Erewa (3rd left) and others, at the Debate of the 8lst Session of the United Nations General Assembly in New York on Thursday.

We'll Remain Tough On Bandits Until
IDPs Return Home, Says Sokoto Gov

From Tunde Omolehin, Sokoto

SOKOTO State Governor,
Ahmed Aliyu, has assured
residents that his adminis-
tration will sustain its fight
against banditry until Inter-
nally Displaced Persons (IDPs)
return to their ancestral
homes.

Aliyu gave the assurance on
Thursday while declaring
open the eighth regular meet-
ing of the State Executive
Council.

He said the state govern-
ment, in collaboration with
conventional security agen-
cies, had intensified the fight
against banditry through a
more robust strategy that was
yielding positive results.

“We are recording tremen-
dous improvement in our
fight against banditry in the
state, and we will not relent
until we make the state safer,”
he said.

“Our collaboration with se-
curity agencies is indeed yield-
ing tangible results, as bandits
are now being engaged more
than ever before, while live-
stock are being recovered in
some local government ar-
eas.”

The governor cited recent op-
erations in Rabah, Tureta and
Kebbe Local Councils, where
he said security agencies en-
gaged bandits, rescued people
from captivity and recovered
thousands of rustled livestock.

He assured residents, par-

ticularly those in areas worst
affected by banditry that se-
curity personnel would con-
tinue to pursue the bandits
with the support of newly
provided armoured vehicles
and other equipment.

Aliyu also restated his ad-
ministration’s commitment
to providing the necessary
support to security agencies to
protect lives and property
across the state.

He appealed to residents to
continue supporting the gov-
ernment’s efforts to restore
lasting peace and security in
the state.

The governor said his ad-
ministration would also con-
tinue to execute projects with
directimpact on residents in
line with its nine-point agen-
da.

According to him, the ad-
ministration has, over the past
three and a half years, imple-
mented projects and pro-
grammes in healthcare, edu-
cation, road infrastructure,
water supply, religious affairs
and empowerment across the
state.

“We are committed toachiev-
ing our dream of a New Soko-
to that generations yet un-
born will be proud of,” he
said.

He urged residents to con-
tinue to supportand pray for
the administration as it works
towards achieving its objec-
tives.

gistics as consideration for
the shipment.

On the financial trail, no few-
er than 16 counts bordering on
money laundering, contrary
to the Money Laundering (Pre-
vention & Prohibition) Act,
2022, accuse Afolabi of fun-
nelling several billions of naira
through a web of companies
and personal accounts, in-
cluding Mallamawa Ventures,
Fateey Man Multi-Purpose Nig.
Ltd, Patonifa Ltd, Ade-Lak Re-
sources, Holmestas Global
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Services Limited, La Capital
Enterprises and others, with
the funds used,among other
things, to acquire motor ve-
hicles and various landed
properties, in a bid to con-
ceal the true origin of the pro-
ceeds of theillicit trade. He is
also alleged to have failed to
declare his assets to the
agency as required by law.
After the not-guilty plea was
entered and their bail appli-
cation argued, the NDLEA
prosecutor, Abu Ibrahim, who

opposed the bail application
prayed the court to remand
the defendants in a correc-
tional facility pending trial, cit-
ing the gravity of the offences.
Justice Faji, thereafter, or-
dered that the defendants be
remanded in the agency’s fa-
cility,and adjourned the mat-
ter till October 4, 2026 for rul-
ing on the application.
Afolabi, also known as
KayCee Luxury, KayCee Lux,
KC, Mr. Luxury, Yemi Ejide,
who paraded himself online
as a luxury goods dealer and
lifestyle influencer, was ar-
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h left); Zamfara State Governor, Dauda Lawal (2nd right); Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of the Nigerians

rested by NDLFA operatives on
the night of August 13,2026 as
he attempted to flee Nigeria
on a business-class flight to
Paris from the Murtala
Muhammed International
Airport, Lagos, following the
interception of the 184.5kg
cocaine consignment esti-
mated to be worth about N39
billion.

Asubsequent search on him
and his Banana Island apart-
ment led to the recovery of ex-
otic vehicles, foreign curren-
cyand jewellery believed to be
proceeds of the illicit trade.

PHOTO: NAN

Police Foil Abduction Attempt, Rescue 7Victims In Katsina

From Danjuma Michael, Katsina
HE Katsina State Police Com-
mand has said it foiled a kid-

napping attempt and suc-

cessfullyrescued seven victims
inKankara Council of the state.

Astatement by spokesperson
for the command, DSP
Abubakar Aliyy, said the inci-
dent occured on September
21,atabout 9:45pm.

Aliyu said a distress call was re-
ceived that suspected armed
bandits had blocked a point
from Kankara to Dutsin-Ma
Road, including interceptinga
vehicle conveying six passen-
gers.

He said the Police upon receipt
of the report, moved to the
scene, intercepted the bandits
and engaged them in a gun
duel, which forced the ban-
dits to flee the area.

He said the six passengers as
well as the driver of the vehicle
were rescued during the op-
eration and have been reunit-
ed with their family members.

According to Aliyu, On Sep-
tember 21,2026, at about 9:45
pm,adistress call was received
atKankara Division reporting
that a syndicate of suspected
armed bandits had blocked a
point from the Kankara to
Dutsin-Ma road by Unguwar
Kanawa-Dantudu village and
intercepted a Volkswagen Golf
3 motor vehicle with Registra-
tion No. BCH 58 SB, driven by
one Sani Umar, age 35, con-
veying six passengers to Dutsin-
Ma LGA from Kaduna State.

Upon receipt of the report, the

DPO Kankara Division swiftly
led operatives of the Violent
Crime Response Unit(VCRU)to
the scene. The team tactically
traced and intercepted the
bandits and engaged them in
a fierce gun duel, compelling
the bandits to flee the scene.
During the operation, all sev-
en occupants of the motor ve-
hicle, comprising the driver
and six passengers, were suc-
cessfully rescued unhurt.

The victims are Sani Umar,
aged 35 years (Driver); Em-
manuela Anyaba, aged 20
years; Regina Felix, aged 19
years; Peace Joseph, aged 23
years; Mercy Michael, aged 19
years; Maryam Salisu, aged 21
years;and Nafisa Yakubu,aged
18 years.

The victims were immediate-
ly taken to the nearest hospital
for medical evaluation and
were subsequently certified
stable and discharged.
The Commissioner of Police,
Katsina State Command, CP
Ali Fage,commended the gal-
lantry especially the promptre-
sponse of the operatives. He as-
sured members of the public
of the Command’s commit-
ment to ensuring the safety
and security of all residents.

He urged the public to con-
tinue to support the command
with timely and credible in-
formation for promptand de-
cisive action againstall forms
of crime and criminality.

He said rare earth elements
were not necessarily rare in

the ground butwererarein the
marketbecause bringing them
to market required significant
capital and technology.

He, therefore, urged Nigeria to
present commercially viable
transactions to investors rather
than rely on policy documents
and promotional presenta-
tions.

Wunti said private capital
would be needed to finance
most critical mineral projects,
while the government should
focus onreducing investment
risks associated with geologi-
caluncertainty, unpredictable
regulation, inadequate infra-
structure and inefficient per-
mitting.

Read the remaining part of this
story on www.guardian.ng

Nigeria’s 44 Minerals Must Create Jobs, Not Export Poverty, Says Wunti

HE Chief Executive Officer of
the World Energy Council
Nigeria, Bala Wunti, has urged
the Federal Government to turn
Nigeria’s 44 critical minerals
intofactories, jobs and sustain-
able economic opportunities,
rather than repeat the coun-
try’s crude oil experience of ex-
porting raw materials and im-
porting finished products.
Wunti, a former Chief Up-
stream Investment Officer of
the Nigerian National Petrole-
um Company Limited (NNPCL),
said Nigeria must develop do-
mestic processing and manu-
facturing capacityif itis toderive
greatervalue from its mineral re-
sources.

He spoke at the 2026 Concor-
dia Annual Summit, held at the
Sheraton New York Times
Square alongside the United
Nations General Assembly,
where he participated inapan-
el titled, “Rare Currency: Critical
Minerals in a Shifting Global
Economy.”

The panel examined the Unit-
ed States’ growing dependence
onimported mineralsand Chi-
na’sdominance of global min-
eral processing.

Wunti warned that Nigeria
must not repeat the crude oil
model, saying the country had
exported crude oil for decades
while importing refined pe-
troleum products at signifi-

cantly higher prices.

He said the same mistake must
not be repeated with lithium
and rare earth elements, noting
thatthe country’sinability to ful-
ly developits mineral resources
was partly linked to theabsence
of reliable geological data and
commercially structured proj-
ects.

According to him, the differ-
ence between mineral potential
and an investable project re-
mains a major challenge, as
Nigeria has geological indica-
tions butlacks proven reserves
supported by JORC-compliant
dataand clearly defined projects.

Read the remaining part of this
story on www.guardian.ng
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75% Of Govt Pilgrimage Funds Allegedly Stolen, Olukoyede Alleges

From John Akubo, Abuja

HE Chairman of the Eco-

nomic and Financial
Crimes Commission, Ola
Olukoyede, has alleged that
nearly 75 per cent of funds re-
leased by the Federal Gov-
ernment for Christian and
Muslim pilgrimages were
stolen by leaders of the agen-
cies responsible for the pro-
grammes.

Olukoyede made the dis-
closure in Abuja while ad-
dressing the Nigeria Inter-
Religious Council meeting
and the public presentation
of the EFCC’s Anti-Corrup-
tion Interfaith Manual for
religious bodies.

The EFCC chairman said the
alleged diversion was un-
covered during investiga-
tions conducted by the com-
mission into the activities of
the Christian and Muslim
pilgrimage bodies.

He described some of the
discoveries as “mind-bog-
gling”, alleging that officials
entrusted with managing
public funds for pilgrimage
programmes diverted a sub-
stantial portion of the mon-

ey.
According to him, some of-
ficials allegedly went as far as
registering private compa-
nies in countries where
Nigerian pilgrims travelled,
creating what he described as
serious conflicts of interest.
Olukoyede said the issue un-
derscored the need for reli-
gious leaders and institu-

We've Been Honest
With Budget
Implementation For
Four Years-Oyebanji

KITI State Governor, Mr.

Biodun Oyebanji, has de-
clared that the excellent budg-
et performances under his
administration in the last four
years remain a huge testimo-
ny to the fact he had kept
faith with the people in the ful-
fillment of promises made
to them during budget prepa-
rations.

Oyebanji stated that he had
neither betrayed the people,
nor took their needs for grant-
ed, considering the strategic
ways he captured their re-
quests during town hall meet-
ings preceding annual budg-
et preparations.

He spoke on Thursday
evening, during a town hall
meeting with stakeholders
from Ekiti Central Senatorial
District, as part of prepara-
tions for the 2027 Budget,
held in Aramoko EKkiti, Ekiti
West Local Council.

Going down memory lane,
Oyebanji said besides budg-
etary provisions, he made
some promises in 2022 dur-
ing electioneering campaigns,
adding he didn’t renege on
this social contract taking
cognisance of the quantum of
projects he had executed
across the council areas.

The governoralso assured the
people that his administra-
tion will use its collaboration
with the World Bank through
the Rural Access and Agricul-
tural Marketing Project
(RAAMP) to deliver1,500 kilo-
meters of roads across the
state to ease transportation
challenges being faced by res-
idents.

tions to demonstrate in-
tegrity before demanding
the same from their follow-
ers.

He warned religious leaders
against mixing funds be-
longing to churches,
mosques and other faith-
based organisations with
their personal resources or
businesses.

“Whatever they give you, of-
ferings, zakat and all of that,
you keep it in that religious
organisation. You are not
su%posed to mingle it,” he
said.

The EFCC boss said religious
1 . |
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leaders were free to engage in
legitimate businesses but
must keep such businesses
separate from funds en-
trusted to them by their re-
ligious organisations.

He warned that diverting
money belonging to a reli-
gious organisation into a
personal business amounted
toa criminal act.
Olukoyede also challenged
pastors and imams to ques-
tion the sources of unusual-
ly large donations, particu-
larly when such money
comes from public officials
whose legitimate earnings

loye Event Centre, Aramoko-Ekiti...on Thursday.

could not reasonably explain
their wealth.

He gave an example of a
public servant receiving a
huge donation at a place of
worship and urged religious
leaders not to simply accept
such funds without asking
questions about their source.

He said accepting unex-
plained wealth and publicly
blessing its donor could
amount to giving moral cov-
er to proceeds of crime.

The EFCC chairman urged
religious leaders to develop
internal compliance mech-
anisms that would clearly

define the boundaries be-
tween institutional and per-
sonal finances.

He said money held by reli-
gious leaders on behalf of
their organisations was held
in trust for members and for
the propagation of the faith.

The meeting was attended
by the Sultan of Sokoto,
Muhammad Sa’ad Abubakar;
President of the Christian As-
sociation of Nigeria, Rev.
Daniel Okoh; Secretary to the
Government of the Federa-
tion, George Akume; and oth-
er religious and traditional
leaders.

Ekiti State Governor, Mr Biodun Oyebaniji with traditional rulers from the Central Senatorial District during the Town Hall Meeting on 2027 Budget held at Alade-

I Have No Quarrels With Soludo, Says Peter Obi

* As Oloja Implores Media Houses To
Strengthen Social Media Desks At NGE Forum

From Lawrence Njoku, Enugu

RESIDENTIAL Candidate

of the Nigeria Democratic
Party (NDC), Peter Obi, on Fri-
day; said there was no quarrel
between him and Anambra
State Governor, Charles Solu-
do, insisting however that the
rift over finances of the state
during his administration
would be settled with avail-
able records.

Obiwho spoke at the 22nd All
Nigeria Editors Conference
in Enugu, also called for issue-
based campaigns, free and
credible elections and greater
respect for democratic prin-
ciples ahead of the 2027 gen-
eral elections.

He also charged the media

practitioners to continue to in-
terrogate the country’s lead-
ership at the federal and state
levels in order to get the best
for the country.

Addressing the gathering, Obi
stated that his relationship
with Soludo was cordial,
stressing there was no per-
sonal disagreement between
them.

“There is no issue between me
and Soludo. SoludoandIare
close.Heis the governor, heis
my governor. If you watch the
same interview, they say; ‘Oh,
whatis the issue between you
and Soludo? Whether you're
owing or not owing.’ [ said,

Soludois myrespected elder
brother. Any day, anytime!
People might not know,Iand
my wife are godparents to
Soludo’s children. Yes, we are
thatclose! So we are not quar-
relling! And we will never
quarrel! If I see him any day,
me and him will hug and
everything,” he said.

He stressed that political
differences should not be al-
lowed to degenerate into per-
sonal hostility, adding that
public officials should respect
the offices occupied by their
political opponents.

Obi also revisited the con-
troversy over the finances he

left behind when he was gov-
ernor of Anambra State, main-
taining that his administra-
tion left substantial savings
and that the state’s financial
position should be assessed
through verifiable records.
He urged Nigerians to exam-
ine the records of political
candidates and demand ex-
planations on their past ac-
tions, qualifications and pol-
icy proposals rather than al-
lowing political contests to
be reduced to personal at-
tacks.

According to him, politicians
seeking public office should
be prepared to account for
their records and address al-
legations against them where
evidence exists.

Rivers Assembly Issues Arrest Warrant For PAMO Varsity VC, Seeks Recovery Of Unaccounted Funds

From Obinna Nwaoku, Port Harcourt

IVERS State House of As-
embly has issued a war-
rant of arrest for the Vice
Chancellor of PAMO Univer-
sity of Medical Sciences, fol-
lowing his repeated failure
toappear before the House Ad-
hoc Committee investigating
the disbursement of scholar-
ship funds to the institution.
The resolution was reached on
Friday, during the 53rd Leg-
islative Sitting, as the law-
makers considered the report
of the Adhoc Committee set
u};I) to investigate the scholar-
ship scheme involving the
Rivers State Government and
PAMO University.

The resolutions were con-
tained in a statement by Mar-
tins Wachukwu, Special As-
sistant on Media to the Speak-
er of the Rivers State House of
Assembly.

The committee, chaired by
the Deputy Leader of the
House, Dumle Maol, had in-
vited the vice chancellor on
several occasions to explain
how funds released to the
university under the scholar-
ship arrangement were
utilised.

According to the report pre-
sented to the House, the uni-
versity received more than

29 billion from the Rivers

State Government under the
scholarship scheme.
The report, however, stated
that the funds received were
not matched by correspon-
ding student enrolment fig-
ures, raising questions over
the utilisation and accounta-
bility of the moneyreleased by
the state government.

The Assembly subsequently
resolved to issue a warrant
of arrest for the Vice Chancel-
lor, in line with the recom-

mendation contained in the
committee’s report.

The House also urged the
Rivers State Government to es-
tablish a funds recovery com-
mittee to identify and recover
all unaccounted funds al-
legedly in the possession of
PAMO University and return
the recovered money to the
state’s Consolidated Revenue
Account.

Presenting the committee’s
findings, Maol detailed the fi-
nancial transactions between
the state government and the
university and raised con-
cerns over discrepancies in
the records presented by gov-
ernmentagencies.

The Speaker of the House,
Martin Chike Amaewhule,
said the scholarship agree-
mentwas entered intowitha
good intention by the gov-
ernment, but expressed con-
cern over what he described as

problems with its implemen-
tation.

Amaewhule particularly ques-
tioned discrepancies among
documents submitted by the
Ministry of Finance, the Min-
istry of Education and the Of-
fice of the Accountant-Gener-
al of the State.

According to the Speaker,
the documents were not con-
sistent in their accounting of
the funds released to the uni-
versity.

He further stated that, based
onthe Assembly’s assessment
of the records before it, only
about 5 billion of the more
than 29 billion released to
PAMO University appeared to
have been utilised.

The speaker said the figures
and discrepancies contained
in the committee’s report re-
quired the Assembly to take
steps to establish accounta-
bility for the funds.

|5
Lawyers Seek IGP's
Intervention Over
Alleged Detention
Despite Release Order

From Ameh Ochojila, Abuja

THE legal team represent-
ing one Mr. Godwin Francis
Akpan has appealed to the In-
spector-General of Police,
Olatunji Disu, over what it de-
scribed as the continued de-
tention of their client despite
an order of the High Court of
the Federal Capital Territory di-
recting his release.

The FCT High Court, Maitama,
had on September 17 ordered
Akpan’simmediate release af-
ter considering his applica-
tion for bail or release from de-
tention.

Justice CN. Nwabulu-Ndukwe,
in Motion No.M/13570/26, held
that the reliefs sought had
meritand ordered that Akpan
be released “forthwith”.

The order followed an appli-
cation filed on September 2 by
Akpan, who had alternatively
sought an order for his pro-
duction before the court.

ECOFEPA Urges
Women To Explore
Regional, Global
Markets

From Bridget Chiedu Onochie, Abuja

HE Female Parliamentari-

ans’ Association of the Eco-
nomic Community of West
African States (ECOFEPA) has
urged women across the re-
gion to explore regional and
global markets by acquiring
the necessary skiﬁ,s and lever-
aging technology.

The call was made, on Friday,
atan executive masterclass ti-
tled, ‘Advancing Women’s Par-
ticipation in Global Trade for
Political Readiness and Export
Opportunities in ECOWAS Re-
gion’, which brought togeth-
er women parliamentarians,
entrepreneurs, exporters and
other stakeholders to examine
ways of increasing women'’s
particiEation in trade and
strengthening their readiness
for leadership and decision-
making.

Delivering the welcome ad-
dress on behalf of the
ECOFEPA President, the First
Vice-President, Zainab Gim-
ba, said women must move
beyond being participantsin
economic activities to be-
coming major drivers of trade,
investment and innovation.

Ardova-led
ConsortiumTo
Acquire 100% Of
Alfrica’s Largest CNG
Producer, Powergas
By Temitope Templer Olaiya

N Ardova Plc-led consor-
tium, including Diadem
Energy, has a%reed toacquire
100 per cent of Powergas Glob-
al Investments Nigeria Limit-
ed and Powergas Ebedei Lim-
ited (PEL),in a deal that will ex-
pand Ardova’s operations into
Compressed Natural Gas
CNGgproduction and distri-
ution.
AP.Moller Capital announced
the agreement, on Friday,
through its Africa Infrastruc-
ture Fund I (AIFI)and Impala
Energy Holdings (Impala), say-
ing the transaction would
combine Powergas’ gas sourc-
ing relationships, compres-
sion infrastructure and in-
dustrial customer base with
Ardova’s nationwide retail, lo-
gistics and distribution net-
work.
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Delta State Governor, Sheriff Oborevwori (right) and his Deputy, Sir Monday Onyeme, during the swearing-in of the new Auditor-
General (State) and inauguration of Pro-Chancellors/Chairmen and members of the Governing Councils of University of Delta,
Agbor; Dennis Osadebay University, Asaba; and Southern Delta University, 0zoro, at Government House, Asaba...on Tuesday.

Akwa Ibom State Governor, Umo Bassey Eno (left) presenting the Governor’s Leadership Excellence Award for 2026 to the Vice
Chancellor of Akwa Ibom State University, Professor Otoabasi Etim Akpan, at the state’s 39th anniversary dinner in Uyo.
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Her Majesty, Olori Atuwatse iii, Queen Consort of Warri kingdom (left); His Majesty, Ogiame Atuwatse i, the Olu of Warri king-
dom and Founder, Chairwoman and Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Noor Royal Holdings, Sheikha Somayeh Noor, during the
presentation of the book “Ogiame Atuwatse Five Years in Photographs’ at Noor Royal Museum in Dubai ...recently.

Divisional Executive, Business Support, Wema Bank, Tajudeen Bakare (left); Representative of Trade & Exchange

Department, Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN), Anne Ezekannagha; Acting Customs Area Controller Lilypond Export Command,
Nigerian Customs Service, Deputy Comptroller Olushola Salako; Deputy Managing Director, Wema Bank, Oluwole Ajimisinmi;
Group Head, Banking Services and International Business Wema Bank, Mercy F-Olagundoye, and South West Regional
Coordinator, Nigerian Export Promotion Council, Arc Benedict N. ltegbe, during the 2nd Edition of the Wema Export Trade

Academy in Lagos

Metronotes

www.guardian.ng

MUSWEN Congratulates
Muibi Opeloye On
Appointment As NIREC
Executive Secretary

Opeloye

E Muslim Ummah of
South  West  Nigeria
(MUSWEN) has congratulated
Prof. Muibi Omolayo Opeloye,
Chairman of its Mediation and
Reconciliation Committee, on
his appointment as the new
Executive Secretary of the
Nigeria Inter-Religious Council
(NIREC).

MUSWEN described the
appointment as a recognition
of Prof. Opeloye’s outstanding
contributions to interfaith dia-
logue, peacebuilding, media-
tion and the promotion of har-
monious relations among
Nigeria's diverse religious
communities.

In a congratulatory message
signed by its President, Alhaji
Rasaki Oladejo and Executive
Secretary, Prof. Wole Abbas,
both said Opeloye’s appoint-
ment was particularly signifi-
cant given his long-standing
commitment to fostering
mutual understanding, peace-
ful coexistence and reconcilia-
tion across religious and com-
munal divides.

Stakeholders Seek End To Exploitative Child Domestic Work

By Sunday Aikulola
AEJT Nigeria and other
stakeholders have

restated need to strengthen
partnerships, and renew col-
lective commitment to ensur-
ing thatevery child deserve to
enjoy dignity, safety, educa-
tion, hope and not exploita-

tive domestic work.

They stated this at the recent
Nigeria Convening confer-
ence 2.0 held recently in
Ikeja, Lagos. With the theme
‘Childhood Not Servitude,’ it
brought together govern-
ment institutions, security
agencies, non governmental

organisation (NGOs) and
other stakeholders to discuss
measures for protecting chil-
dren from exploitative
domestic work and other
forms of abuse.

National Coordinator, MAEJT
Nigeria, Halilu S. Awesu,
assured the organisation

would continue to docu-
ment our voices, strengthen
survivor and youth leader-
ship, support community-
driven protection efforts,
facilitate referral pathways,
and advocate for stronger
systems that protect chil-
dren.

Rehoboth Olakunle Wins GOFAMINT Ogba District 2026 Bible Recitation Challenge, Takes Home Laptop

By Suliyat Tella
LEVEN -year-old Rehoboth
Olakunle has emerged
champion of the 2026 Bible
Recitation Challenge organ-
ised by the Youth Fellowship

of The Gospel Faith Mission
International (GOFAMINT),
Ogba District, Region 12, fol-
lowing an impressive dis-
play of Scripture mastery
and biblical

knowledge.Olakunle  fin-
ished first among 21 contest-
ants at the grand finale held
at the Pacesetters Assembly,
Lagos, winning the star prize
of a Dell Latitude 5410 lap-

top. Aduragbemi Olaniran
emerged first runner-up and
received a mobile phone,
while Jesumihefue Marcus
finished third and received a
cash reward.

Bakare Lauds Rotary Club Of Agege For Executing Outstanding Projects

By Isaac Taiwo
OTARY Club of Agege
nder the leadership of its
President, Abiola Ogundeji,
has been commended by the
District Governor, Rotary
International, District 9111,

Lagos and Ogun States, Bukola
Olabisi Bakare for its laudable
projects and also for its plans
ahead for the Rotary year
2026-2027.

Bakare, who was on her rou-

tine visit to the club, was visi-
bly impressed by the human-
itarian activities of the club,
which include adopting a
baby, who lost the mother for
which the district governor

MMC Reaffirms Commitment To Charity, Family Empowerment

By Opeyemi Babalola
ATURED Minds With
Class (MMC), a private
organisation founded on
friendship, mutual support
and positive values, has reaf-
firmed its commitment to

charity, family support and
economic empowermentas it
marks its seventh anniversary.

The organisation said the
anniversary, scheduled to take
place on Saturday, November
14 2026, in Lagos Mainland,

would be marked with a series
of initiatives focused on sup-
porting members and their
families, while creating oppor-
tunities for economic
advancement.

The Chief Executive Officer of

also announced the gift of
Nim to the caregivers of the
baby by the district. She sai
The club would charter two
new clubs and grow the mem-
bership by 30 per cent.”

the  Organisation,  Mrs
Temidayo Ogunsuyi, stressed
that organisation will use the
anniversaryto give backto the
community, strengthen fami-
lies and empower members
and beneficiaries.

Ikoyi Lions Club Calls For Improved Maintenance Of Public Schools

* Renovates Il Toilets At Tinubu Methodist Primary School

By Kehinde Olatuniji
E Lions Club of Lagos
Ikoyi, District 404-A3, has
renovated and commis-
sioned 11 toilet facilities at
Tinubu Methodist Primary
School on Lagos Island, with a

call on the Lagos State
Government to improve the
maintenance of public school
facilities.

The project, spearheaded by

the Immediate Past President
of the Lagos Ikoyi Lions Club,
Lion Pat Jinadu, was under-
taken as part of her commit-
ment to community service

and creating a
impact.

Jinadu said the renovation
involved extensive work,
noting that most of the toi-
lets were non-functional
before the intervention.

lasting

Micmar Communications
Is Official Media Partner
For UBOMI 2026

STIS Foundation has part-

nered with  Micmar
Communications as the
Official Media Partner for
UBOMI 2026, its flagship free
medical and surgical outreach
programme.

Micmar Communications
will support the communica-
tions and media strategy for
UBOMI 2026, to connect the
programme with wider audi-
ences across Nigeria and
beyond. The collaboration will
spotlight the people, partners,
volunteers and communities
at the heart of UBOMI while
creating greater awareness of
the programme and its

impact.
The Chairperson of Commu-
nications  sub-Committee,

UBOMI 2026, Sowari Akosionu,
said: “We are delighted to part-
ner with Micmar
Communications as the offi-
cial media partner for UBOMI
2026. Their experience and
understanding of strategic
communications will be
invaluable as we take the story
of UBOMI to a wider audience.
We look forward to a partner-
ship that not only amplifies the
impact of UBOMI but also cre-
ates meaningful value for both
organisations.”

Olalekan Okusan of Micmar
Communications said: “At
Micmar Communications, we
believe in the power of pur-
poseful storytelling to create
awareness, inspire conversa-
tions and drive meaningful
engagement...”
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Contractors Abandon
Reconstruction Of Two
Roads In Lagos Council

By Gbenga Salau

ANY residents of Olojede and Saibu

streets in Oriade Local Council
Development Area (LCDA) were excited when
they had that there roads would be recon-
structed. That excitement tempo increased
when the contractors moved to site, though
at different times. It was gathered that the
contractor, Masod Construction Limited, for
the reconstruction of Olojede Street moved
to site first. It was learnt that the contractor
reconstructed the road drainage, re-graded
the road that resulted in taking off spots on
the road that still has tarred sections. After
doing that, it was also said that the contractor
poured powdered granite stones across the
road in preparation for interlocking of the
road.

Some of the residents said after the contrac-
tor poured the powered granite stones on the
road, they were expecting that the contractor
will begin to put interlock on the road and
the road will be completed. But that has not
been for over two months now.

However, it was gathered that while the res-
idents of Olojede were still expecting the con-
tractor handling their road to return to site to

construction of Saibu Street moved to site.

The contractor, Metricsilo Contractors
Company Limited, also cleared the road in
preparation for its reconstruction. The con-
tractor with support from LCDA marked all
the kiosk and shades built on the drainages
across the road. Itwas learn that two days after
a caterpillar moved into the street, re-grading
the road, and moving away debris. Thereafter,
the contractor it was said brought in sand and
granite in preparing for inter-locking the road
and it started on a Saturday, continued work
on Monday and Tuesday and after then disap-
peared. Residents for over two weeks now, the
contractor has not been seen,

They also stated that the section of the road
that had been inter-locked was barricaded
from vehicular movement inflicting pains on
residents with vehicles who were made to
park their vehicles away from their residential
buildings and constantly under the fear of the
vehicles being burgled at late-night and mid-
night where they are parked.

A message was sent to the Chairman of
Oriade LCDA, Mr. Rasaq Akoreder Olojede, on if
he was aware that the contractors have left
sites and why. He was yet to respond the ques-

complete the project, the contractor for the

The graded Olojede Streetf
instead of reconstruction
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Lagos Seeks Monarchs, Others’ Support To
Mobilise For LASRRA Registration

By Balikisu Ademuyiwa

E Lagos State Residents
Registration Agency (LASRRA)
has implored traditional institu-
tions and other stakeholders to
help mobilise their subjects and
members to participate in the LAS-
RRA registration to help govern-
ment plan and take development
to them.

The General Manager of LASRRA,
Mrs Bilkis Adebiyi-Abiola, dis-
closed this at a sensitisation cam-
paign and town hall meeting on
the roles and responsibilities of
the agency at the palace of the
Obateru of Egbin Kingdom, Ijede
LCDA, Ikorodu, Lagos.

She stated that because the
agency understands the impor-
tance of the registration to attract-
ing government projects, pro-
grammes and development to dif-
ferent communities is why it is

expanding its registration drive to
communities, schools and health-
care facilities across the state to
make registration more accessible
to residents.

Adebiyi-Abiola said the agency
was working with traditional
rulers across the five divisions of
Lagos State to take registration
closer to residents and enlighten
them on the importance of being
captured in the state’s residents’
database.

She said the recent directive by
the Ministry of Education requir-
ing students in private schools to
have LASRRA registration had
increased the agency’s registra-
tion numbers.

“Currently, before the announce-
ment, LASRRA was only required
for public schools. But now, pri-
vate schools are part of it,” she
said.

[ RET
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Ikeja Schools’ Pupils Get Over 1000 Free

By Ghenga Salau

VER 1000 pupils from eight

public schools in Ikeja federal
constituency, Lagos, have benefited
from free distribution of educa-
tional materials to support them as
the 2026/2027 academic session
begins.

The educational materials which
include school uniforms, bags,
notebooks, stationeries and scan-
dals were courtesy of an NGO
Olalekan Ayinla Foundation.

The beneficiary schools are Oke Ira
primary school Ogba, Onigbongbo
Primary School, Maryland, Opebi
primary school, Ikeja, Saint Peters
primary School Adeniyi Jones pri-
mary school, Tokunbo Alli Primary
School and Shogunle Primary

school.

At the presentation of school bags,
scandals, notebooks to pupils, the
Donor, Mr Olalekan Ayinla, said the
initiative was to give back to the
society and put smiles on the faces
of the less privileged as well as ease
the burden on their parents due to
economic realities in the country.

He urged beneficiaries to face
their studies squarely, be good
ambassadors of their schools and
be morally upright to be future
leaders of the country.

While noting that despite the chal-
lenge encountered during the APC
primary election, Ayinla reiterated
his support for the re-election of
President Bola Tinubu and the
Lagos Governorship candidate, Dr

Back-to-school Materials

Obafemi Hamzat, saying the Party
remains supreme.

He called on all residents on Ikeja
federal constituency to support all
APC party candidates to ensure vic-
tory.

“Whatever comes from my party,
the APC, I am in support. My priori-
ty is to support the party and
ensure that candidates nominated
forvarious positions are successful.

“I'will also encourage members to
go into the communities and
mobilise support for the party and
its candidates,” he said.

He, however, stressed that the
back-to-school initiative was pri-
marily focused on supporting
pupils and encouraging educa-
tion.

Lagos International Theatre Festival Returns To MUSON Centre

By Gbenga Salau
E Lagos International Theatre
Festival (LITF) returns for its 2026
edition on November 14 and 15 at
the MUSON Centre, Lagos, bringing
together an exciting programme of
theatre from Nigeria and around
the world. The festival, which
attracts more than 25,000 atten-
dees across its programme days,
has become one of the most antici-
pated events on Lagos'’s cultural cal-
endar.
This year’s festival is themed “The
Masks We Wear”, anchored by the
statement  “The  Stage Is
Everywhere.” The theme explores
the different roles and identities
people assume in everyday life,
while inviting audiences to consid-
er how theatre extends beyond the

traditional stage.

LITF 2026 brings an international
dimension to Lagos, featuring
artists and productions from Kenya,
Canada and Brazil alongside a
diverse Nigerian programme. An
international highlight is Grand
Theatre’s Under The Mango Tree
from Canada, directed by Lynette
Randall, with productions from
Kenya and Brazil adding further cul-
tural and theatrical perspectives.
The Nigerian programme features
productions from Lagos, Abuja,
Enugu and Abeokuta, including
Monkey Laundry, directed by
Olarotimi Fakunle; tHERapy, direct-
ed by Tosin Adeyemi; Men-Oh-
Pause, directed by Elvina Ibru; and
Behind Closed Doors, directed by
Bolanle Austen-Peters. The festival

will also spotlight emerging theatre
makers through productions from
Atlantic Hall, Evergreen College and
Children International School,
alongside professional and inde-
pendent productions.

The festival experience begins
ahead of the main weekend with a
series of events across Lagos. On
November 9, Theatre Meets Food,
hosted by Hilda Baci, will bring
together artists, partners, cultural
leaders and members of Lagos’s cre-
ative community for an evening of
food, theatre and conversation.

This will be followed by Embassy
Nights on November 10 and 11, cele-
brating international cultural
exchange among diplomatic repre-
sentatives, artists and creative
industry leaders.
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Twenty-three years after five
governors of the defunct Alliance for
Democracy (AD) lost their states
despite the party’s decision to
support former President Olusegun
Obasanjo’s re-election bid on the
platform of the Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP), a related
question is confronting the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC) with Nye-
som Wike’s Rainbow Coalition
ahead of the 2027 general election.
SEYE OLUMIDE examines the
implications of the development.

THE fate of five Alliance for Democracy (AD)
governors who lost their South-West states
to the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP)in 2003
after backing former President Olusegun
Obasanjo’s re-election is looming over the po-
litical calculations surrounding FCT Minister
Nyesom Wike’s Rainbow Coalition ahead of the
2027 elections.

The argument is whether politicians can sup-
port President Bola Tinubu's re-election while
backing candidates outside the APC for gover-
norship and legislative positions.

The question has gained prominence follow-
ing the disagreement between APC governors
under the Progressive Governors Forum (PGF)
and Wike’s coalition, which has continued to at-
tract politicians dissatisfied with the ruling par-
ty’s internal arrangements.

The circumstances are different from those of
2003, but the political tension over presidential
supportand control of state and legislative struc-
tures has created a parallel that is now central
to the 2027 calculations.

In 2003, the AD, then the dominant political
party in the South-West, did not field a presi-
dential candidate and supported Obasanjo, the
PDP candidate, for the presidency.

However, the party’s governors contested the
governorship elections on the AD platform.

Of the six governors elected on the AD platform
in1999, only Bola Tinubu of Lagos retained his
position in 2003. The PDP won Ogun, Oyo,
Osun, Ondo and Ekiti, effectively ending the AD’s
dominance of the region.

The partyalso suffered substantial losses in the
National Assembly.

The current APC situation is different because
the party controls the Federal Government
and has an incumbent president seeking re-elec-
tion on its platform. Unlike the AD in 2003, the
APC has a presidential candidate whose cam-
paign is expected to operate alongside those of
its governors and legislative candidates.

The new faultline

HE disagreement between the APC gover-

nors and Wike became more pronounced on
September 14, when the PGF declared that APC
governors would not participate in or support
any political arrangement capable of under-
mining Tinubu’s re-election, weakening the APC
or adversely affecting its candidates.

PGF Chairman and Imo State Governor, Hope
Uzodimma, said the governors’ campaign
structures would be devoted to APC candi-
dates atall levels.

The position placed the governors againstany
arrangement in which Tinubu receives presi-
dential support from politicians campaigning
against APC candidates in governorship or
legislative elections.

Wike’s position is different.

The FCT minister has maintained that his Rain-
bow Coalition is intended to mobilise sup-
port for Tinubu'’s re-election without becoming
an APC structure.

He has also argued that support for the pres-
ident does not require politicians to support APC
candidates at other levels.

The position creates a political arrangement
inwhich a politician could support Tinubu for

APC Governors, Wike’s
Rainbow Coalition:

Lessons From 2003 AD -
Obasanjo Union

president while contesting against an APC
candidate for governor, senator, member of the
House of Representatives or state Assembly.

For the APC governors, such an arrangement
raises concerns about the unity of the party’s
campaign structures. For Wike, it reflects the
possibility of voters and politicians making dif-
ferent choices on different ballots.

The 2003 election remains relevant because it
demonstrated the difficulty of separating pres-
idential alliances from the struggle for control
of states and legislatures.

The AD’s decision to support Obasanjo did not
prevent the party from contesting governorship
elections in the South-West. The arrangement
therefore placed the partyin a position where
it supported a presidential candidate from
another party while seeking to retain control

The dispute between the APC
governors and Wike’s coalition
is not limited to presidential
support. It extends to control of
party tickets, governorship con-
tests, National Assembly seats
and grassroots structures. For the
APC governors, maintaining
control of these structures is
central to the party’s ability to
campaign as a united organi-
sation. For Wike and politicians
aligned with his coalition, the ob-
jective is to create a political
network capable of supporting
Tinubu while allowing mem-
bers to pursue interests outside
the APC structure at other levels

of the states.

The outcome was significant. The PDP de-
feated the AD in five of the six South-West states
controlled by the party after the1999 elections.
Lagos remained under Tinubu and the AD. The
AD also lost substantial representation in
the National Assembly.

However, the outcome was influenced by sev-
eral factors beyond the party’s presidential
arrangement, including the strength of the
PDP, incumbency, internal divisions and the
broader political environment surrounding
the 2003 elections.

The experience therefore does not establish
that supporting another party’s presiden-
tial candidate automaticallyleads to theloss
of state governments.

Whatitdemonstrated was that presidential
alliances and state-level political contests
can produce different electoral consequences.
Adifferent 2027 equation

HE APC’s position in 2027 differs substan-
tially from that of the AD in 2003.

The APC controls the presidency, has gover-
norsacross several states and maintains a na-
tional political structure. Tinubu is seeking re-
election on the APC platform.

Theissue facing the party is therefore not the
absence of a presidential candidate, but the
possibility that support for the president
could become separated from support for APC
candidates at other levels.

Wike’s position is based on the proposition
that such separation is possible.

He has pointed to voting patterns in previ-
ous elections, including the 2023 elections, in
which voters in some states supported can-
didates from different parties for presidential,
National Assembly and governorship posi-
tions.

The governors, however, are insisting on a uni-
fied campaign structure in which support for
Tinubu is accompanied by support for APC
candidates.

The difference has turned the question of tick-
etsplitting into an organisational issue for the

ruling party.

The disagreement has also extended to the con-
trol of legislative structures.

On September 22, Wike named Uzodimma,
Kwara State Governor AbdulRahman Abdul-
Razaqand Ogun State Governor Dapo Abiodun
among governors he said were opposed to his
coalition.

Wike also linked the disagreement to the in-
terests of some governors in the composition and
leadership of the National Assembly after the
2027 elections.

He alleged that some governors had influenced
APC primaries to secure tickets for candidates
they could rely on after the election. Those alle-
gations have not been independently estab-
lished.

The issue, however, illustrates the wider im-
portance of the National Assembly contests to the
political calculations surrounding 2027.

Control of the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives seats will affect the balance of power with-
in the ruling party and the composition of the
next National Assembly. This is perhaps the
main reason APC governors are kicking against
Wike’s Rainbow Coalition.

Asource within the party expressed concern that
Tinubu may be re-elected butlose influence over
the next National Assembly if Wike’s arrange-
ment eventually works out.

Consequently, disagreements over candidates
atthelegislative level are closely connected to the
broader contest for political influence after the
election.

Aggrieved politicians

AN OTHER factor is the movement of politicians
who have become dissatisfied with the APC’s

internal processes, especially in the last pri-

maries.

Primary elections inevitably produce both suc-
cessful and unsuccessful aspirants. Where de-
feated aspirants have established political struc-
tures and local followership, their movement to
other platforms can affect the distribution of po-
litical support.

Wike’s coalition provides an avenue through
which some politicians who lost in the APC pri-
maries are now contesting against APC candi-
dates at state and legislative levels while main-
taining support for Tinubu at the presidential lev-
el

That possibility is at the heart of the disagree-
ment between the coalition and the APC gover-
nors.

For the governors, allowing competing politi-
cal structures to emerge within the same pres-
idential campaign could weaken the party’s
candidates.

For politicians dissatisfied with the APC, how-
ever, the arrangement creates an opportunity to
remain politically active without necessarily
opposing the president.

Read the remaining part of
this story on www.guardian.ng
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Amidst opposition to his second term i
n office in 2027, Governor Peter Mbah
has presented his scorecard for the
people to be the judge between promis-
es and realities, reinforcing his claim
that he rightly deserves to be re-elect-

ed. LAWRENCE NJOKU reports.

ON September 9, this year, the main bowl of
the remodeled International Conference
Centre, Enugu was filled to its brim, as residents
struggled to be part of historic scorecard. The
occasion was the launch and public presenta-
tion of the compendium titled, “A Thousand and
One Reasons Why Governor Peter Mbah Should
Continue as Governor of Enugu State” beyond
2027.

Compiled by the Governor’s media team, it
chronicled over10,000 measurable milestones
across infrastructure, human capital develop-
ment, revenue, industry and governance among
othersachieved by Mbah in the last three years
of his administration. It is on the basis of these
achievements that Mbah is asking for re-election
in Enugu State.

Sector by sector, the compendium highliiht-
ed verifiable impacts the administration had
made in order to reposition the state as pre-
ferred destination fgr investment, business,
tourism and living, and as part of efforts to
achieve its $30 billion economy.

Mbah, who took oath of office in May 2023, had

while presenting his manifesto, titled, “Build-
inga Peaceful and Secure, Highly Developed and
Prosperous State for All” to the people of the
state, stated that it was not written as a “cam-
paign document designed to excite voters”, but
one deliberately designed to reposition the
state for greatness.
He had told those that cared to listen that, “We
could not continue to nomalise underdevel-
opment while other subnational governments
across the world were reinventing themselves
through innovation, infrastructure, productivity
and human capital expansion”.

He had spoken about his desire to grow the

economy of Enugu State from approximately
$4.4 billion to $30 billion within eight years,
through infrastructure development, attraction
of investments, jobs creation, and restoring cer-
tain moribund assets as well as human capital
development that would see the people con-
tribute positively to the growth trajectory of the
state.
Taking a bold review of how far he had gone to
achieve the campaign manifesto in the first four
years, the compendium highlighted that the
Mbah administration had not relented in
building the infrastructure and institutional ma-
chinery required to actualise the target.

One of such moves, the compendium pointed
out was the improvement in the internally
generated revenue (IGR) of the state. It noted
thatasat 2025, the state’s IGR has moved from
N26.8 billion in 2022 to N406.77billion in 2025;
adevelopment that represents a fundamental
shiftin the state’s fiscal capacity.

Governor Mba’s Senior Special Assistant on
Strategic Communications, Dr Collins Ogbu, had
said of the rise in the revenue: “The argument
isnot that Enugu has suddenly become rich be-
cause more taxes were imposed on its citizens.
In fact, the 2025 revenue figures show that
onlyN515 billion, or12.6 per cent, came from tax
revenue, while N355.2 billion came from non-
tax sources”.

Ogbu insisted that the development wasa de-
liberate attempt to move the state beyond the
model of waiting for federal allocations and
sclllleezing tax payers, toward an economy in
which publicassets, investment, technology and
economic activity contribute more meaning-
fully to government revenue.” He had noted that
leveraging the improvement in revenue, federal
allocation and other sources, the administration
decided to recreate Enugu State, by making im-
prints in every facet of the state, including build-
ing new health centres, new class room blocks
fitted with modern learning facilities, rehabil-
itation of roads and building new ones, boost-
ing security, improving transport sector, im-
proving water supply, tourism, agriculture,
among others.

Taking the government’s developmental
strides, sector by sector, the compendium stat-
ed that the administration in two years con-
structed over 800 kilometers of roads.

“By 2025, the road programme had expanded
to urban roads, inter-city roads, ruralroads
and strategic gayeway corridos. The adminis-
tration moved beyon%, theinitial programmes

MBAH: Can This Scorecard
Guarantee A Second Term?

of 90 days to additional projects including
the dualisation of the Abaka}) -Nike-Ug-
wuogo-Nike-Ekwegbe -Opi-Nsukka corridor,
the Enugu airport-Ebonyi boarder corridor
and the Owo-Ubahu-Umuabor-Amankanu
-Ikem road

“In May, Mbah inspected the 40 kilometer
Owo-Ubahu -Amankanu -umualo -Tkem
dual carriage way and other major projects
including t%e 14.5 kilometer Amechi-Idodo-
Oruku-Amagunze road, the New Enugu
Smart City and the Enugu International
Hospital”, it stated.

It went further to state that the Mbah ad-
ministration has turned human capital de-
velopment into an ambitious education in-
frastructure programme in the state’s history
by building the Smart Green Schools, stress-
ing thatitis being established in each of the
state’s 260 electoral wards.

“The schools are designed around digital
learning, science, laboratories, modern class-
rooms, solar power, technology and experi-
ential learning rather than the old model of
memorisation and inadequate infrastruc-
ture”, it explained.

Itadded that the state had been deliberate
about allocation to the education sector
with 33 per centin both 2024 and 2025 fiscal
years and 32.27 percent allocation in the
2026 fiscal year as part of efforts to rebuild a
functional education.

Justifying the huge investments in educa-
tion further, the compendium stated thatit
was essential that “if Enugu wants to become
a $30 billion economy;, it cannot educate its
children for an economy that no longer ex-
ists. It must prepare them for technology; sci-
ence, entrepreneurship, manufacturing,
agriculture, creative industries and a globally
competitive labour market”.

It explained that when Mbah took over in
2023, the primary health system was in dis-
tress, explaining that of the 566 primary
healthcare centres assessed, 47 per cent
were in disrepair, while the state faced ma-
jor shortage of primary healthcare workers.
The Compendium, noted thatin response to
the development, the administration
launched the construction and upgrading of
260 Type -2 primary healthcare centre for
each electoral ward, adding that the gov-

ernment approved recruitment of thou-
sands of health workers as well as renova-
tion and upgrading of secondary health fa-
cilities.
“By June 2026, the state reported that visits
to its primary health centre has risen from
about 800,000 to 1.4 million,an 80 percent
increase, while Penta -3 immunisation cov-
erage rose from 78.5 per cent to 88.9 per cent,
exceeding the national target of 85 per cent”,
it claimed.
On security, it insisted that the administra-
tion had invested heavily in security infra-
structure. The first major approach was to
confrontand dismantle the illegal Monday
sitathome, which was crippling businesses,
restricted movements with schools and or-
dinary people suffering and living in fear.
The document named the establishment of
a Command and Control Centre, deployed
Al-enabled surveillance patrol vehicles, ex-
panded fiber-enabled cameras, drones and
amobile distress -response system, and es-
tablished the 112 emergency lines as part of
the efforts.
Itadded that these measures had led to the
reduction of crimes in the state, stressing that
the state “reported more than 80 per cent de-
cline in violent crime in 2025 with the state
security architecture attracting several com-
mendation in 2026”, even as it argued that
security remains an economic infrastructure.
The compendium further highlighted that
the administration has expanded transport
infrastructure towards achieving a transport
hub, adding that to make transport infra-
structure align with the desire of aregional
economic hub, it developed five modern
transport terminals at the Holy Ghost Ter-
minals 1and 2; Gariki, Abakpa and Nsukka.
There was also the acquisition of 100 Com-
pressed Natural Gas (CNG)-powered buses
that have sustained, improved and reduced
transport costs in the state.

It added that on July last year, the state
owned airline “Enugu Air” was inaugurated
with three Embraer aircraft, now connecting
Abuja, Lagos and other parts of the coun-
try, stressing that the Airline has received Air
Operator Certificate in March this year and
the subsequent admission into the African
Airlines Association (AFRAA) in August this

“But what you must take home with you is that our inten-
tions are noble. What we try to do is to put Enugu on a re-
versible path of greatness. What we try to do is to ensure that
Enugu will not compete with Nigeria or within Nigeria”

year. The compendium added that strong efforts
have been made to expand it’s flight operations
beyond Nigeria to parts of Africa alndp other ar-
eas of the world leveraging the concession of the
Akanu Ibiam Airport in Enugu.

“The pointis not thatanairline by itself makes
astatement prosperous. The pointis that Mbah
is trying to build an integrated transport ecosys-
tem in which roads, terminals, aviation and
commerce reinforce one another”, the Com-
pendium noted.

It further stressed that for years, Enugu had car-
ried the burden of institutional decay for it’s
valuable publicassets. It particularly referred to
the Hotel Presidential, Enugu International
Conference Centre, United Palm Produce as well
as the Nigergas Company among others.
“Under Mbah, the International Conference
Centre was completed and commissioned; Ho-
tel Presidential was revived; and Nigergas,
which had remained moribund for decades, was
broughtbackinto productive use... the philos-
ophyis straightforward: government should not
merely own assets; government should make
assets productive”, it emphasised.

On water supply, the Compendium said the ad-

ministration has improved potable water sup-
ply from a sporadic 2 million liters per day to 120
million liters, through rehabilitation of the Oji
and Ajali water schemes, replacement of old as-
bestos pipes with durable ductile iron pipes and
restoration of the reservoirs at Milliken hill,
Emene and high pressure tanks.
Adding thatit fulfilled the promise of restoring
pipe borne water to Enugu metropolis in 180
days through commissioning of the 9th Mile wa-
ter scheme in November 2023, it disclosed that
the Ministry of Water Resources had been
building Modular and sustainable water supply
systems that do not impose a heavy financial
burden on local communities.

Butare these efforts and many others enough
for the Governor Mbah administration to con-
tinue in office in 2027? Has the governor lives
his manifesto to the people of the state,evenin
the midst of other competing needs?

The scale of opposition at the moment, espe-
cially from those who want to take over from
him mightlend credence to certain narratives
that the administration has not lived to ex-
pectations. Those who go by this school of
thought believe that the state should have
fared better with the quantum of resources and
opportunities available to it, hence growing de-
sire to have the governor replaced.

But the Chairman of Oji River Local Govern-
ment Area, Greg Anyaegbudike insists that
Mbah has surpassed his campaign promises,
stressing that the state had been rejuvenated by
the scale of activities in every facet of gover-
nance. Anyaegbudike noted that Mbah has
achieved in three years what no past adminis-
tration had been able to do in eight years.

He stated that the Compendium succeeded in
scratching the surface of the many achieve-
ments that Mbah has made to reposition Enugu
State among leading states in Nigeria.
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2027 Presidential Campaigns: Ballads Of

The preponderance of spokespersons, commentators
and political party hype men and women make Presi-
dential elections in Nigeria look more of an entertaining
sport rather than a serious business of leadership re-
cruitment. However, the tradition has changed slightly
in the lead-up to the 2027 poll, because some ambitious
commentators have risen as non-participatory gladia-
tors to preserve obvious sibling rivalry and project their
political ambition, LEO SOBECHI reports.

OST often, electoral competitions and contests are

framed as in horse-racing. That explains why you get
to hear of three-horse race, dark horse and backing the
wrong horse. Political scientists propose that victory in dem-
ocratic elections could either be through First-Past-the-Post
or Two-Round system, that is where a runoff is organized
to produce a clear choice after the candidates fail to reach
a determined threshold or required majority.

However, whether by plurality or simple majority, how win-
ners emerge during elections underscore the fact of the dem-
ocratic ideal of popular participation. Perhaps, due to
Nigeria’s recourse to the parliamentary system of govern-
ment during the immediate post-independence era, despite
the changeover to the presidential system in 1979, period-
icelections continue to expose some of elements of the par-
liamentary system.

One stark example is the idea of giving political parties
prime positions in the reckoning of candidates during an
election. So, unlike in the United States, from where Nige-
ria borrowed the presidential system, the 1999 constitution
posits that votes are cast for political parties that produce
the candidates.

So,instead of the candidate being at the forefront for vot-
er evaluation, the party remains the focus. That is why the
refrain of ‘structure’ has gained currency in various electoral
cycles. This method broaches the alternative vote or ranked
choice voting and proportional representation that obtain
in parliamentary jurisdictions.

Itis against that intricate background that spokespersons
feature prominently and strongly during campaigns for
presidential elections in Nigeria. That trait came up strong-
ly during the lead up to the 2015 presidential election, when
alot of surrogate voices emerged to outline the various pos-
itive things that Nigeria should experience in a Muham-
madu Buhari presidency.

These promotional voices created a lot of lurid pictures of
how life under Buhari would banish the perceived failings
of the incumbent President Goodluck Jonathan’s admin-
istration. It was as a result of that chorus of benefits of
‘Change’ that, for the best time, an incumbent president was
defeated by the opposition.

However, the irony of the effusive promotion of a candi-
date was that at the point of his election, President Buhari
began to disassociate himself from the many heaven-on-
earth promises that were churned out by
the college of spokespersons. For in-
stance, about the promise of mak-
ing one Nigeria’s naira to equate
in value to one United States dol-
lar or providing massive jobs
for Nigerian youths, the then
President usual refrain was, “lam
notaware.”

Many watchers of the polity ar-
gued that the evident gap be-
tween the campaign promises
and mandate delivery by the
Buhari administration was
blamed on the then President’s
decision toisolate the leaders of
the Action Congress of Nigeria
(ACN) tendency in the merger
that produced the All Progressives
Congress (APC).

Whatever be the case, the 2019 =
election cycle threw up a
plethora of presidential
spokespersons in-
cluding, Femi Fani
Kayode, Sen-
ator Dino

\
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Melaye, Reno Omokri, Segun Sowunmi among others.

In the succeeding electoral season of 2023, the field of pres-
idential marketers widened to include the likes of Bayo
Onanuga, Daniel Bwala, Kenneth ‘Andy’ Okonwko, Aisha
Yesufu, Dele Farotimi. Nearly four years later, the culture is
yet to fade, rather there have been some added innovations,
including the inclusion of online representatives.

Some of these new marketers include Precious Oruche
(Mama Pee), Zekeri Idris Junior and Peter Akah. The mi-
gration to online presence seems to accommodate the clam-
our for youth involvement in the political cum electoral
process.

But, the central feature of offside marketers is the in-
volvement of some partisan apologists that have either held
or holding public office or those who were on the presi-
dential ballot at one point. Of this pack are Governor
Chukwuma Soludo, Minister Nyesom Ezenwo Wike and
Yusuf Datti Baba-Ahmed. As they demarket their targets,
these non-participant supporters cleverly mask their am-
bition for the high office.

The influence and impact of the voices of those personal-
ities have helped to keep the buildup to the 2027 common
election intense and explosive. What they say, how they say
them as well as their latent and obvious motivations belie
the need for clarity on the promises of the main con-
tenders.

Governor Soludo: Carryover Bitterness

On May 29, 2009, when Professor Charles Chukwuma
Soludo left the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) as its gover-
nor, he disclosed that both Presidents Olusegun Obasanjo
and late Umaru Musa Yar’Adua, talked him into exploring
an excursion into partisan politics.

In the year 2010, in spite of the electoral abracadabra that
gifted him with the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) gov-
ernorship ticket for Anambra State, Soludo contested un-
successfully against Peter Obi and Dr Chris Ngige.

It was not only that Soludo was beaten by the duo of the
All Progressives Grand Alliance (APGA) and Action Congress
of Nigeria (ACN), the former CBN governor felt so embittered
that the very mini bus that he donated to the church in his
community was used to ferry parishioners to where Obi was
endorsed for his second term in office.

Then, at the tail end of Obi’s tenure as governor, Soludo’s
attempt to join APGA and re-contest for the 2013 gover-

The influence and impact of the voices
of those personalities have helped to
keep the buildup to the 2027 common
election intense and explosive. What
they say, how they say them as well as
their latent and obvious motivations
belie the need for clarity on the promis-
es of the main contenders.

norship poll, he was disqualified after some political jobbers
in the party fleeced him of humongous sum of money. The
pain from those twin losses humbled the garrulous and
proud former CBN governor.

It was after those experiences that Soludo went down on
bended knees to become a hype man for Governor Willie
Obiano, culminating in his legendary endorsement of
Obiano’s second term ambition with the words: if it is not
broken, why mend it? Having learnt the power of syco-
phancy, including serving guests at Obiano’s residence, the
former CBN was supported to become governor in 2021.

As governor, Soludo in 2022, launched himself on the scene
as one of the presidential marketers by writing a long essay
in which he traduced Mr Peter Obi and dismissed his
chances at winning the 2023 presidential contest.

Titled, “History beckons: I shall not keep silent,” the essay
started as a defensive account of his postulation that Obi’s
investments in Anambra State while he held sway, amount-
ed to less in relative value.

Part of the vitriolic essay read: “In a democracy, itis a game
of numbers. So far,I don’t see any of these-and 2023 might
again be awasted opportunity for Ndigbo! What is our Plan
B when Peter Obi loses in February 2023?

“After the elections, we will see how many votes any of the
leaders of the socio-cultural groups will get for Peter Obi from
their wards. Sometimes I even sense a conspiracy to nudge
us on a path to nowhere thereby further pushing us into ir-
relevance, and I pray that am wrong. Just my two cents!”

Only those who are aware of the silent rivalry between Obi
and Soludo know that the Anambra State governor had, since
2010 when he lost his first bid to be governor, dreamed of
flying the flag of a national party in a presidential election.
And, having graduated with first class in the Department
of Economics in the same University of Nigeria Nsukka (UNN)
as Obi, the former CBN governor panders to the grand il-
lusion that he is the best brain from South East to seek the
mandate of Nigerians for the Presidency.

Soludo knows thata win for Obi would bury his presidential
ambition, especially given the power rotation principle be-
tween North and South of Nigeria. As such, his effusive at-
tempts to curry President Bola Ahmed Tinubu’s favour af-
ter tipping former Vice President Atiku Abubakar to win the
2023 poll come as part of his erudition in sycophancy.

To that extent, the claim that Progressives are working to-
gether comes as a handy selling proposal to ensure that a
possible Peter Obi presidency remains a chimera so that he
could breathe easily the air of continued relevance in
Nigeria’s politics.

Nyesom Wike: Master-Servant Antagonism

AT a point in his political career, Ezenwo Nyesom Wike
looked up to the immediate past Minister for Transporta-
tion, Chibuike Rotimi Amaechi. Those who know the rela-
tionship between the current FCT Minister and the African
Democratic Congress (ADC) Vice-presidential candidate, say
that Wike served as the go-to enforcer within their political
circles in Rivers State.

For his roles in midwifing the Amaechi governorship, Wike

was rewarded with the position of Chief of

Staff in the BrickHouse, the seat
of government in the oil-
rich Niger Delta state. But,
matters took a different
turn in  Governor

Amaechi’s second term,

when the former Chief of

Staff was recommended

for ministerial appoint-
~ ment in the President
. GoodluckJonathan ad-
ministration.

As Minister of State,
' Education, Wike start-

ed dreaming big and
eyeing the office of his
former master. Sid-
ing with the
Jonathansin
the polit-
ical
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Non-participant Gladiators

hostilities that ensued, Wike founded the
Grassroots Development Initiative (GDI),
which he cleverly transformed into a politi-
cal structure to amplify his governorship as-
piration.

As luck will have it, Jonathan lost his re-elec-
tion bid to the inchoate APC, which had
Amaechi as the Director General of the
Muhammadu Buhari Presidential Campaign.
But, winning the Rivers State governorship in
that selfsame election cycle, Wike secured the
ground to sustain the supremacy battle with
his former boss.

And so, with Amaechi going ahead to net the
Grade A ministerial appointment, while
Wike takes over from him at the BrickHouse,
their political competition and rivalry were
to take another dimension in 2023, when both
former allies aspired the nation’s presidency.
Both crashed. But, as Wike proceeded to net
a Grade A ministerial appointment in Bola
Ahmed Tinubu Presidency, Amaechi went to
retool himself, garnering a Bachelor of law de-
gree and being called to the Nigeria Bar.

However, in the lead up to the 2027 general
election, Amaechi became what Wike failed
to become in 2022: Vice Presidential candidate

of a major political party. Piqued that his
rival has attained that lofty political height
before him as in the governorship, Wike
dismissed Amaechi’s vice-presidential can-
didacy, stressing that anybody who had
shut-down the courts in the past does
not deserve to be Vice President of a dem-
ocratic country.

While fielding questions from journalists
during his monthly media interactive
programme in Port Harcourt, the FCT
Minister declared: “Rotimi Amaechi who
wants to be Vice President, once shut-
down the courts in Rivers State, which
caused a pregnant woman to give birth in
prison.”

Datti Baba-Ahmed: Painful Abandon-
ment

As Senator representing Kaduna North
Senatorial District, Yusuf Datti Baba-Ahmed
had his mandate truncated by the Court of
Appeal. After contesting the 2011 general
election as the candidate of now defunct
Congress for Progressive Change (CPC)
for the Senate seat, the PDP candidate in the
election, who is a former governor of the
state, Ahmed Makarfi, rejected INEC’s dec-

laration of Baba-Ahmed as winner.

The former governor successfully proved
widespread irregularities through a re-
count as ordered by the Election Petition
Tribunal. After the Tribunal nullified the
election, Datti took the matter to the Court
of Appeal, but the Makarfi’s return as the
validly elected candidate for the Kaduna
North Senatorial District was upheld.

In 2022, shortly after he defected from the
PDP and joined the Labour Party (LP),
where he clinched the party’s presidential
ticket, Peter Obi, chose Datti as his running
mate. Believing that his party won the elec-
tion, Datti claimed that none of the three
front runners in the election was qualified
tobe sworn in as President on May 29, 2023.

He warned the then President Muham-
madu Buhari not to swear-in President Bola
Ahmed Tinubu, claiming that the presi-
dent did not satisfy the necessary consti-
tutional provisions to be inaugurated as
President.

Stakeholders in Kaduna North said that
Datti has for long dreamed of becoming
president, stressing that even his senato-
rial gamble was to serve as a stepping

stone to the presidential contest. Like Soludo
in Anambra State, Yusuf Datti Baba-Ahmed be-
lieves that he is about the best candidate to
be President of Nigeria in a democratic dis-
pensation.

After failing to be on the ballot for the 2027
presidential contest, as well as his very brief
stint as Senator, Datti has been shooting
from both sides of his lip. When he is not at-
tacking Vice President Kashim Shettima, he
propounds the dubious argument that no-
body can fix Nigeria or its economy.

With eyes set on 2031, Datti kicks against Vice
President Shettima and the Vice-Presidential
candidate, Senator Rabiu Musa Kwankwaso,
believing that in the event of any of the two
being in the presidency in 2027, his chances
of fulfilling his presidential ambition would
have been extinguished permanently.

Datti’s pain of abandonment seems to have
been accentuated by the failure of former gov-
ernor Donald Duke to consider him as Vice-
Presidential candidate on the Peoples Re-
demption Party (PRP), to which he had hur-
riedly defected in anticipation of possible con-
sideration for retention as presidential run-
ning mate.

Oborevwori’s Bumper Investment In Delta’s Tertiary Education

By Festus Ahon

FOR decades, the story of public universities in Nigeria hasbeen
one of competing demands: inadequate infrastructure, un-
stable academic calendars, industrial disputes, funding con-
straints and an ever-growing population of students seeking
access to higher education.

In Delta State, however, the administration of Governor Sher-
iff Oborevwori is seeking to write a different chapter. The ad-
ministration’s latestinterventions in the state-owned tertiary
institutions point to a strategy that goes beyond the conven-
tional building of lecture theatres and payment of salaries. It
combines infrastructure, staff welfare, academic stability, in-
stitutional governance, expansion of professional programmes
and, increasingly, a search for alternative and sustainable
sources of funding.

The scale of the c%allenge is underscored by the remarkable

owth in student enrolment. When Oborevworiassumed of-
ice in 2023, the population of students in the state-owned uni-
versities was about 50,000.

By 2026, the figure had risen to slightly above 100,000. That
doubling, according to the governor, reflects growing de-
mand for tertiary education in the state, but also places enor-
mous pressure on infrastructure, manpower,accommodation
and funding. Rather than re%ard the expansion asaburden, the
administration appears to be treating it as an opportunity to
reposition Delta as a major education hub.

Atthe swearing-in of the State Auditor-General and inauguration
of the governing councils of University of Delta, Agbor; Dennis
Osadebay University, Asaba; and Southern Delta University,
Ozoro, in Asaba on Tuesday, September 22, 2026, Oborevwori
laid bare the breadth of his administration’s intervention. One
of the most striking measures is the approval for the con-
struction of two hostels for each of the nine state-owned terti-
ary institutions. Each hostel, the governor disclosed, will ac-
commodate 480 students.

The intervention is expected to expand accommodation ca-
pacity at a time when inadequate student housing remains a
major challenge in many public tertiary institutions. But in-
frastructure is only one side of the equation. The governor also
announced a new salary structure for academic staff of the four
state-owned universities, effective from August 2026, while the
new structure for non-academic staff and other tertiary insti-
tutions will take effect from September.

For a university system, staff welfare is closely tied to academic
stability. And here lies one of the administration’s most sig-
nificantstrides: the academic calendars of Delta’s state-owned
universities, according to Governor Oborevwori, have not
been disrupted by staff strikes or student unrest for 17 years. In
a country where prolonged industrial actions have repeated-
lyinterrupted university education, the governor said the sta-
bility demonstrated the efficient running of the institutions and
the administration’s commitment to maintaining centres of
excellence. Delta’s four state-owned universities now offer
medicine, law, nursing, accountancy and several other pro-
fessional programmes, with nearly all courses reportedly
oversubscribed.

But growth creates its own challenges. More students require
more lecturers, laboratories, libraries, hostels, classrooms and
other facilities. More programmes require stronger accreditation
and quality assurance mechanisms. And expanding institutions
require stronger governance. This explains the importance at-
tached by the governor to the newly inaugurated governing
councils. The councils, he said, were selected on the basis of dis-
cipline, competence, resourcefulness, integrity and proven abil-
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ity toworkas teams. As the highest policy-making and governing
bodies of the universities, they are expected to strengthen cor-
porate governance, improve planning and ensure accountability
in the management of the institutions.

Governor Oborevwori charged them to meet regularly, oper-
ate within the laws establishing the universities and embrace
collective responsibility. He also tasked them with confronting
sexual harassment, examination malpractice, cultism,
favouritism, corruption and other practices capable of un-
dermining the integrity of the university system. His message
was equally pointet% on nepotism and parochial interests, urg-
ing the councils to uphold equity, fairness and justice in their
decisions. Yet, perhaps the most consequential aspect of the gov-
ernor’s charge is his insistence that the universities must begin
moving towards financial inde%endence. Government fund-
ing, he argued, cannot sustainably carry the entire burden of
university education.

The institutions must develop the capacity to attract private-
sector investment, partnerships and other legitimate revenue
streams. Speaking on behalf of the three newly inaugurated
councils, Chairman of the Governing Council of Dennis Os-
adebay University, Professor Patrick Muoboghare, expanded the
conversation from government funding to a broader ecosys-
tem of education financing. He proposed a collaborative fund-
ing model involving the state government, universities, com-
munities, local governments and the State Legislature.

The proposal goes beyond simply asking stakeholders to con-
tribute money. Muoboghare suggested that such contributions
should be strategically invested to generate sustainable returns,
with proceeds shared among participating universities ac-
cording to their levels of contribution. He proposed that the ini-
tiative could operate under a Governor Sheriff Education Trust
Fund, as a structured mechanism for mobilising and investing
resources towards the sustainable development of education
in Delta. The proceeds, he envisaged, could strengthen funding
for tertiary institutions while also supporting free primary and
secondary education across the state. The proposal introduces
another dimension to Delta’s education conversation: moving
from expenditure to investment. Muoboghare also stressed the
importance of experience in university governance, advocat-
ing abalance between youthful innovation and the knowledge
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and institutional memory of seasoned administrators. For Delta,
the stakes are high. The state is witnessing rapid expansion in
its university population at a time when the global economy
increasingly rewards knowledge, technical competence and pro-
fessional skills. The quality of its tertiary institutions will there-
fore have implications beyond the campuses. It will influence
the employagility of young Deltans, the ability of businesses to
access skilled manpower and the state’s capacity to attract in-
vestment.

Oborevwori’s interventions from hostels and improved staff
remuneration to professional programmes, uninterrupted ac-
ademic calendars and stronger university governance repre-
sent one side of that equation. The emerging conversation
around financial autonomy and the proposed education trust
fund represents another. Together, they point to an attempt to
build a university system that is not only bigger, but more sta-
ble, better governed and increasingly capable of sustaining it-
self. For an administration that has made education a central
component of its development agenda, the direction is clear:
Delta’s universities are being positioned not merely as con-
sumers of public resources, but as strategic institutions in the
state’s human-capital and economic development architecture.
If the infrastructure investments, improved staff welfare and
proposed funding innovations are translated into sustainable
structures, the state’sbumper investment in tertiary education
could evolve from a programme of government into a more en-
during institutional legacy.

Meanwhile, the decision has been welcomed by stakeholders
in the university system. Omordi George Ugbomah, PhD, for-
mer Chairman of the Governing Council of Delta State Poly-
technic, Ogwashi-Uku, and a Political Science lecturer at Den-
nis Osadebay University, described the new salary structure as
asignificant demonstration of the governor’s commitment to
staffwelfare, quality education and human capital development.
According to Ugbomah, improved remuneration is not mere-
ly a welfare measure but an investment in the stability, pro-
ductivityand overall quality of the state’s tertiary education sys-
tem. He also commended the governor’s other interventions
in the tertiary education sector, stressing that infrastructure de-
velopment and staff welfare must go hand in hand if Delta is
to build sustainable centres of academic excellence.
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Preventing Another Ondo Toxic Drink Tragedy

ndo State recently after consuming a
locally produced alcohol-based herbal
concoction is a tragedy from which many peo-
ple must learn a lesson, and which must put
relevant government agencies on their toes.
More than a hundred other people who were
also affected are still battling to regain their
health.

Expectedly, the government has responded
by banning the killer-drink but that should
not be the only action to take. The incident
exposed a dangerous gap between the exis-
tence of regulatory bodies and their capacity
to prevent hazardous substances from reach-
ing consumers. The authorities must take
urgent measures to close this breach and fore-
stall future occurrences. Besides rigorous
forensic investigation and treatment, the
immediate response must include decisive
action against illegal production and distri-
bution. For a longer-term response, surveil-
lance and regulation of informal alcohol pro-
duction must be strengthened. There must
also be an improvement in public awareness
and a commitment to ensuring that commu-
nities have access to safer alternatives.

News that the police have arrested the sus-
pected producer and over a dozen others,
while substances suspected to contain
methanol have been recovered for forensic
examination, is welcome. The state govern-
ment must now establish precisely what was
consumed, where it was produced, how wide-
ly it has been distributed, who participated in
the chain and how the product was able to
reach consumers across three local govern-

rI\HE sudden death of dozens of people in
O

ment areas. The government should also
trace and dismantle the supply chain and
bring all culpable to justice.

The sudden death of 49 citizens, and 170 oth-
ers reporting visual disturbance, weakness of
the body, breathing difficulty and altered
consciousness, after consuming the drink
demands hard evidence of what was really
responsible, rather than speculation. When
the death toll stood at 29, the Ondo State
Commissioner for Health said there were 60
suspected cases and a provisional case-fatali-
ty ratio of about 48.3 per cent. He stated that
there was no laboratory evidence yet identi-
fying the toxic agent, cautioning against
rushing from epidemiological suspicion to
definitive attribution.

Many fingers have been pointed to
methanol poisoning as the most likely cul-
prit, and with good reason. Preliminary find-
ings by the National Agency for Food and
Drugs Administration and Control (NAFDAC),
based on gas chromatography of tested sam-
ples, confirmed the presence of high concen-
trations of methanol, a substance capable of
producing metabolic acidosis, blindness,
neurological damage and death. Cannabis
indica was also detected in a significant num-
ber of samples, raising the possibility of a
more complex toxic profile. Yet the prelimi-
nary findings are not the same as a complet-
ed forensic record. The authorities must still
establish the precise chemical composition
of what was consumed, determine whether
methanol alone or in combination with oth-
er substances caused the deaths, and exam-
ine production methods to establish

2027 General Elections: Are We Prepared?

IR:  The Independent

National Electoral
Commission (INEC) is the insti-
tution set up by the Federal
Government and saddled with
the responsibility of conduct-
ing elections in Nigeria. The
commission is also mandated
to register political parties that
meet its requirements. In dis-
charging its statutory man-
date, the commission has
released the timetable for the
conduct of the 2027 general
elections. According to the
timetable, the presidential and
National Assembly elections
will be held in January 2027
while that of the governorship
and House of Assembly are slat-
ed for February 2027. We hope
that the 2027 general elections
will be peaceful, free, fair and
credible. Let us keep our fingers
crossed. Let me pose a question:
Is INEC ready for the 2027 gen-
eral elections?

This question sounds funny!
Thereason I askis because a few
days ago, the INEC Chairman
Prof. Joash Amupitan (SAN) dis-
closed that as of September 3,
2026, the commission had not
received funds meant for the
conduct of the elections. He fur-
ther stated that the commis-
sion needed to procure some
equipment such as accredita-
tion machines that are needed
for the poll.

Obviously, the commission has
to place an order for the equip-
ment and it might take some
months before they arrive in
the country. I think we need to
be more proactive in the way
we handle issues relating to
election matters. I think there
shouldn’t be any delay in pro-

viding funds for the commis-
sion. It is quite unfortunate
that since 1999 that we have
been conducting general elec-
tions in this country, we have
not been able to put our
house in order. Nigeria, being
the Giant of Africa is supposed
to lay good examples for other
African countries to emulate.
Over the years, [ have watched
on television several occa-
sions how hoodlums hi-
jacked ballot boxes, burnt
down polling booths and
destroyed election materials.
Elections in Nigeria have been
ado or die Affair. The question
is: Why do we have to kill our-
selves because of elections?

Of great concerns are some
signs already manifesting
ahead of the planned 2027
general elections. According
to media reports, some mem-
bers of the ruling party have
been alleged to have made
inflammatory  statements,
threats and taken actions that
are inimical and capable of
disturbing the peace in the
country. I think it is impera-
tive that INEC and relevant
security agencies should warn
these people.

It would be recalled that the
last Osun State governorship
election witnessed chaotic sit-
uations. However, we give glo-
ry to God for making the elec-
tion a hitch-free. We also have
to commend both the INEC
and the security agencies for
their hard work and profes-
sionalism. They did a fantastic
job. One of the major chal-
lenges that we have in this
country as far as elections are
concerned is that some of us

are not disciplined at all. For
instance, despite the fact that
prior to any general elections,
the INEC chairman always
warn all the political parties,
candidates and their support-
ers to conduct themselves
responsibly and that any
attempt to disrupt the elec-
tions will be met with the force
of the law, some hoodlums
always like to take the laws into
their hands.

Nigerians are seriously pray-
ing for the success of the 2027
elections. However, to make
the exercise hitch-free, I would
like the INEC chairman to take
note of the following sugges-
tions:

First, is Funding: It is obvious
that for any Election to be
peaceful, free, fair and credible,
funding is very crucial. To be on
safer side, the INEC chairman
should as much as possible do
follow-up on the requests
made for the conduct of the
2027 poll. He should remem-
ber that all eyes are on him and
time is not on his side.

The second issue is that of
security of lives and property
before and during the elec-
tions: It is important that the
INEC chairman liaise with the
Inspector General of Police (IG)
and the heads of other relevant
security agencies to provide
adequate security measures
before, during and after the
elections. The security agencies
should protect the voters, can-
didates, party agents, electoral
officials and electoral materials
without discriminations.

e By Oladele Oladipupo

Read the remaining part of this article
on www.guardian.ng

whether contamination occurred deliberate-
ly,accidentally or through grossly unsafe pro-
cessing in the course of producing the prod-
uct.

That sudden deaths linked to a common
exposure could occur in several communi-
ties before the precise source is established
points to a gap in community-based disease
surveillance. The state said it became aware
of an initial cluster after reports of sudden
deaths in New Town on September 3, before
identifying another cluster in Araromi-Obu.
Later reports placed affected communities
across Odigbo and Irele local councils.
Traditional rulers, primary healthcare work-
ers, patent medicine vendors and communi-
tyleaders are often the first to observe unusu-
al patterns. An integration of efforts among
these groups and health agencies such as the
World Health Organisation (WHO, NAFDAC
and the National Drug Law Enforcement
Agency (NDLEA) is needed to provide effective
early warnings before an emergency devel-
ops.

The ban on the drink may achieve little
result if the economic environment that pro-
duces the substance remains in place. Where
regulatory oversight is ineffective, it could
only be a matter of time before another dan-
gerous batch will emerge after public atten-
tion moves elsewhere.

Authorities, therefore, need to map informal

production centres and understand how
ingredients for production are sourced. This
should include establishing minimum pro-
duction and hygiene requirements where
informal production can legitimately be
brought within regulation, while disman-
tling operations that deliberately evade the
law.

NAFDAC, regardless of its operational chal-
lenges, has been a laudable addition to
efforts to protect the country’s health
through product registration and verifica-
tion. Ironically, the mere existence of an
agency does not automatically translate into
regulatory control. The Ondo incident con-
tinues to show that Nigeria still has a
bustling health-related economy that oper-
ates beyond formal systems. Public safety
cannot depend solely on consumers know-
ing how to distinguish a registered and safe
product from an unregistered and unsafe
one. Enhanced regulatory intelligence is
needed at the point of production. NAFDAC

and relevant stakeholders in the states
should have mechanisms for identifying
unregistered alcohol and herbal prepara-
tions before they become associated with
mass illness.

Care must be taken to avoid turning the
tragedy into an indictment of traditional
medicine. Herbal remedies in Nigerian com-
munities have historically provided com-
plementary healthcare. The Ondo incident
concerns the circulation of preparations
whose ingredients, alcohol content, produc-
tion conditions and safety profiles may be
unknown. Beyond that, there is no reason to
jeopardise the livelihoods of many
Nigerians who operate in this informal sec-
tor.

There is an uncanny precedent in the latest
deaths. In 2015, the state was gripped by
rumour of a strange disease outbreak
blamed for almost 30 fatalities. The report-
ed symptoms included sudden blurred
vision, headache and loss of consciousness,
followed by death. As with the latest inci-
dent, two communities in Irele council were
reportedly affected.

Atamedia briefing, the Minister of State for
Health, Fidelis Nwankwo, disclosed that ini-
tial epidemiological and laboratory investi-
gations ruled out any infectious disease. He
was, however, quoted as saying:
“Epidemiological findings indicate a strong
linkage of the outbreak with the consump-
tion of local gin that might have been con-
taminated with methanol.”

Once bitten, the federal and state authori-
ties should have become twice shy. Nigeria
has indeed encountered similar trends
before. Six weeks after the 2015 incident in
Ondo, 84 persons in five local government
areas of Rivers State suffered methanol poi-
soning, following a celebration that includ-
ed ingesting local gin alongside a local dog
meat delicacy. The poisoning claimed about
70 lives. The recurrence of a similar pattern
raises questions. What was learned after pre-
vious incidents? What lessons failed to enter
routine public-health practice? What are
the chances of any recurring tragedy?

The Ondo investigation should be chan-
nelled towards producing a national review
of the country’s preparedness for poisoning
outbreaks, including the availability of toxi-
cology testing and treatment capacity, espe-
cially outside major urban centres.

OKAY KIDS, WE'VE SEEN
THE NATIONAL THEATRE
AND THE NATIONAL
MUSEUM. NOW FOR OUR
FINAL MAJOR TOURIST
ATTRACTION...
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EXCURSION

I CAN'T
WAIT
TO SEE
THIS!
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BEHOLD, OUR
FAMOUS EKO
MOUNTAINI
EVERYBODY,
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Why NAL Advocates Redesign Of Mother Tongue Policy

By Victor C. Ariole

Irony! The very crises which have prompted
Nigeria’s turn towards STEM are not technical crises
at all... not crises of insufficient engineering, inade-
quate mathematical modelling, insufficient labora-
tory science ... They are crises of meaning, narrative,
identity and moral community humanistic and
social.
G.S. Ibileye (Vice Chancellor FUL) in 2026 p.25.

mother tongues in Africa needed to overwhelm

extant epistemic process with that of Africans as
Africans remain more humanistic and mindful of
human interaction with seen and unseen realities than
other sub-human races. There is only one human race
and the knowledge processes coming from humans
must be inclusive and helpful for the existence of the
race, not detrimental to it.

The languages spoken by humans contain knowl-
edge processes yet unexplored and Nigeria with over
500 languages should map-out what it takes to harvest
such knowledge contents to assuage current danger of
looming human extinction caused by excessive, dehu-
manistic arsenals in the hands of the “wicked”.
Harvesting humanistic knowledge contents comes with
exploring the values of African languages.

Neuroscientists agree that human brain is operating
at barely 10% of its capacity and that every child is capa-
ble of acquiring at least five languages at earlier stages of
life, hence a firm foundation to allow for tolerance, cre-
ativity, openness to others, innovation and peaceful
behaviour for a better humanity. Stopping wars, insur-
gency, greed, insatiable political turbulence are chal-
lenges that are proactively nipped in the bud by a great
dose of humanistic knowledge, and as well, speaking

and creating narratives in the languages of the weaker
ones to woo them to accept terms of governance and
social contract that make them give their best in nation
building like it is done in Ethiopia and closer to Nigeria,
Chad.

The Nigerian Academy of Letters (NAL) at its 28th con-
vocation, induction of new members and investiture of
regular and honorary fellows, chaired by its President
Prof Andrew Haruna, appealed to the Federal
Government not to abolish the Mother Tongue (MT)
Policy but to re-design it and re-position it as “A Second

IN this era of Artificial Intelligence (AI) over 6000

By Atah Pine

Professor Adebayo Williams, the

Generation Mother Tongue Policy” so as to see it serve as
“Path To Nation-Building” as it is seen in Ethiopia,
Senegal, South Africa and Chad.

At the event, 46 new members were inducted, 10
Fellows were crowned, and honorary Fellow was
bestowed on the El-Kanemi of Borno, HRH Shehu of
Borno; Humanistic Practice Award to Tunde Kelani, and
Distinguished Life Fellow to Professor Emeritus Femi
Osofisan.

For Professor Imelda Udoh who anchored her presen-
tation on “The First Pathway To Nation-Building”, MT
draws attention to the mooring infrastructure of a
nation like stated by Prof Ishaq Oloyede- cultural con-
sciousness, linguistic heritage, functional literature
consumption of the young ones from the homes where
mother tongues are used, to ground them and induct
them into human beings distinct from animals. Like
mother tongue like mother suckling - very humanistic
and resourceful; and leads to human optimisation
pathway in the labyrinth of pathways.

For Professor Vicky Sylvester who anchored her pres-
entation on “Policy and Practice Mismatch”, Federal
Government was ignoring the folcrum of mother
tongue practice as enunciated by UNESCO in 1953 not
as cultural idealism but as an intellectual boost for the
young ones who must still face colonial languages as
well as the Nigerian pidgin. Hence, the need to fund it
so as to gratiate the self-esteem of the Nigerian child
into well-rounded adult.

Developing contents in this age of Al could be very orig-
inal and greatly universalisable if mother tongue prac-
tice is well planned, and that is where Professor Yinusa
Salami brings in what he calls epistemic order and
pluriversalism that is, no matter the number of moth-
er tongues in Nigeria or Africa, their epistemic values
and contents must be isolated and uploaded into a uni-
versal data base. It takes research, and producing good
curricula to do that. It must not be just a translation
from European languages to the mother tongue or vice-
versa. Here linguists will tell you that semantic unit of
African proverbs or expressions cannot be rendered
word by word.

Epistemic order could as well create semantic units
specific to mother tongues and model, to be appreciat-
ed by universalisation. Just like Professor Muhammed
Sulaiman Audu mentions in his paper about Twi and Ga
in Ghana. Two languages well developed by the
Ghanaians to upload their own knowledge process
notwithstanding the official English in Ghana and the

official French in Togo. Ga has helped to create harmony
between Ghanaians and Togolese, albeit as exhibited in
Aflao border. This seems not obtainable in Nigeria,
Cameroon and Chad borders-Fulfude, Kanuri and Hausa
seem on centrifugal drive. How to reconcile them for cen-
tripetal purposes beckons; and it is humanistic and social.

At the induction ceremony, the EL-Kanemi mentioned
1500 years of existence, museum and unconquered state,
and it should matter in nationhood building.

In Ethiopia, the official languages are Ethiopian lan-
guages with a dominant one known as Amharic. It is
expected that each of the official languages takes care of
its region of origin and educate its citizen along the local
needs of Ethiopia, and that expectation to work at federal
level must be the knowledge of Amharic-not federal char-
acter quota basis.

Just like in Canada where you must speak and write
French and English to aspire to be a confederal worker in
Ottawa, most people in British Columbia, Prince Edward
Island, Newfoundland, Labrador, Alberta do not care
about speaking French and prefer staying and working
within their provinces, thereby localising their develop-
ment drive and keeping the provinces relevant and active,
unlike in Nigeria where people rush to the centre Abuja,
Lagos, Kaduna, Port Harcourt, neglecting or leaving the
rural areas to non-state actors.

In Ghana or Senegal, the concept of Town and Krom (it
is a town, it is my ancestral home) make Twi and Wolof
greatly relevant in the development of the rural areas,
slow it may be though, it is not left to insurgents or Boko
Haram-type of activities. Nigeria, nay Africa, needs a good
dose of humanistic education capable of uploading the
epistemic pathways embedded in mother tongues that
drive Ubuntu philosophy - am because you are.

Like G.S. Ibileye mentioned, Africa’s problem for now
and in near future is more of humans and their environ-
ment cohesion than deep science and technology.
According to him, “what does a camera see that a histori-
an cannot name, and what does a drone detect that a lin-
guist cannot read... if the spokesperson of the armed
forces’ life could not be preserved (Major General Rabe
Abubakar) what precisely are we asking five thousand
cameras to do?”

So, in effect, for a nation building process, where inclu-
siveness and brotherhood counts and where insurgents
are banished, re-design mother tongue policy to look like
what obtains in Ethiopia or Senegal.

e Victor C. Ariiole is a Professor of French and Francophone
Studies, University of Lagos.

Professor Adebayo Williams At 75

ON Wednesday, September 9, 2026,

renowned author, literary critic,
and public intellectual, turned seventy-
five. He also holds the traditional chief-
taincy title of Asiwaju Otun Olufi
Gbongan in Osun State. We felicitate
with him on this milestone.

This writer is a student of Political
Science and Anthropology. Adebayo
Williams is a Professor of English Studies
and Literary Theory. As far apart as these
disciplinary specialities may seem, the
former is a student of the latter. [ am his
Open and Distance Learning (ODL) stu-
dent. I met him in the classrooms of
Newswatch, The Guardian, Nigerian
Tribune, The News, Tempo, Africa Today,
and much later, the Internet.

I am a connoisseur of the wine of good
prose. Once I read any writer whose
pieces are infused with sophisticated lit-
erary merit, I draw close to such an
author like a bee to a sweet nectar.

Professor Adebayo Williams is a master
prose writer. He writes with ease and ele-
gance; his turns of phrase are sharp and
witty; his expressions are full of vigour,
and his cadence, rhyme and rhythm
musically mellifluous. In his pen, the

social sciences and humanities seam-
lessly interweave in the discourse of
society and development. His commen-
taries on social theory, post-colonial-
ism, political sociology, federalism,
nation-building, culture, and democra-
cy are conceptually deep and analytical-
ly profound. He is without a scintilla of
doubt among the first flight of public
intellectuals who have shaped the tenor
and direction of contemporary society.

In the era of military authoritarianism,
he was a turn in the flesh. He was at the
forefront of the struggle against the bar-
barians who had invaded the gates of
our polity. The bile dripping out of his
pen was so biting and painful that he
was marked down to be taken on the
Appian Way of Golgotha. As a clever
guerrilla, he melted into the shadows of
darkness and materialised in the
metropolises.

It was in these climes that he deployed
his pen and intellect to the service of the
nation and democracy to the fullest. The
imagination of the owl of Gbongan was
in full flight. His pieces in Africa Today
irritated tyrants and antidemocratic

forces. His piece in Africa Today, entitled
The Road to Kigali, for instance, is a mas-
terpiece that would be a leading article
in any anthology on anti-authoritarian-
ism.

His intellectual contributions to the
return of democracy in Nigeria in 1999
are massive and beyond the pale of this
piece. It is deeply surprising to keen
observers that his contributions to
Nigeria’s democratic transformation
have not been celebrated, especially
under the present administration of
President Bola Ahmed Tinubu, his friend
and fellow sojourner in exile.

I will appeal to President Bola Ahmed
Tinubu to confer the prestigious honour
of Commander of the Federal Republic
(CFR) on him in addition to the medal of
the National Productivity Order of Merit
(NPOM). Professor Williams should also
be appointed Special Adviser on Arts and
Culture to establish and manage a
national arts endowment fund to men-
tor and develop talent.

Adebayo Williams is a fine novelist.
Some of his novels are: The Year of the
Locust; Bulletin from the Land of Living

Ghosts; and, The Remains of the Last
Emperor. I read these novels while on a
fellowship in South Africa in 2006. His
works were popular with South African
fiction readers. I stayed at the Garden
Centre and observed this firsthand. At the
Garden Centre bookshop, it was a com-
mon sight to see readers trooping in and
out to pick up his works.

In The Remains of the Last Emperor, for
instance, Adebayo Williams demon-
strates literature’s power as an instru-
ment of revolutionary transformation.
The forces of dialectical and historical
materialism coalesce in the masses to pull
down a dictator diseased by power. The
novel’s lessons remain essential to the
practice of democracy in contemporary
Africa. I will plead with Professor A
Williams to compile all his works into
book form for the benefit of readers and
posterity.

We thank God for making him a blessing
to Nigeria and humanity. We wish him a
happy birthday and all the best in his
endeavours.

e Atah Pine wrote from Ikpayongo Town,
Benue State.
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DADDY Ji¥

We celebrate God's Faithfulness upon your

Life and thank Him for the Grace, Wisdom,

and Kingdom Impact He has bestowed upon you.
May the Lord continually renew your Strength,
preserve you in sound Health, and grant you
many more Fruitful years in His service.

Y
and Shew Him my Salvation."
(Psalm 91:16). 7

3

&

Signed by:

Pastor Kola Ralph Omorinoye
(State Pastor, Living Faith Church, Ogun State)

On behalf of the entire Winners' Family in Ogun State '
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From the Winners Family

in Delta State.
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PST. ADEKUNLE
SHIYANBADE

State Pastor
Living Faith Church, Delta State
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ISHOP DAVID

OYEDEPO

hat a gift you are to this dying world?
Our hope suddenly came alive
because God sent you and our

mourning has been turned to songs of joy.
Daddy, you have liberated this generation and
the generation yet unborn by the mandate God
placed in your hand.

You have repositioned nations that were meant
to be slaves forever by men and by the devil and
has given us dominion.

You have raised children after your kind that will
keep the liberation mandate alive forever to
help men live to fulfilled why Jesus came.

Daddy, we love you dearly, we are glad God sent
you, we are grateful you were not disobedient
to the liberation vision, through your light we
have seen light. We appreciate God that you
have not drop an ounce of grace, strength, zeal,
love and faithfulness to and for God since God
called you sir.

We are very, very proud of you daddy and we
are shoulder high that you are our father.
Therefore, on this occasion of your birthday, all
your children from Ghana with a heart of
gratitude say “HAPPY GLORIOUS 72%°
BIRTHDAY DADDY"

Our prayers is that God will continually multiply
his grace upon your life for greater and global
impart. Your strength be renewed day by day as
the Liberation mandate keep speaking louder
and louder.

We honour God for your life on this day of your
seventy second (72nd) birthday.

We love and cherish you forever because the
Liberation Mandate is evident in our lives and in
our nation Ghana.

CONGRATULATIONS!!
AND HAPPY 72"
BIRTHDAY!!!

Pst. Ben. Andrew

For,
All Your Children in GHAN/
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ision continues
' be.Thank
n c ering
n, and radical
P 'our relentless passion for the
ingdom, excellence in education, and
commitment to raising giants have
redefined possibilities for our generation.
| 9 As you celebrate 72 glorious years, may the
Lord renew your youth like the eagle's. May
your vision remain razor-sharp, your
strength continually wax stronger, and your
@ impact spread to even greater frontiers.
More grace, unceasing joy, and higher
dimensions of glory, Sir!

Signed:
Esv. Osilama & Mrs 0. Osilama
Group C ain‘ﬂan/CEO

5

Y
Ry
Vice President Redan North Central
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LIVING FAITH CHURCH
@ WORLDWIDE
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BISHOP DAVID OYEDEPO .
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We celebrate God's faithfulness in the life of

His servant, our Father, Teacher, Mentor and i J N \\,\\\\\\ \} \\\ \\\ \\\
Apostle over this Commission. l \\\ \\\ \\\\\ \\\\ \\\ \\\\ \\

.

We thank God for 72 years of impactful living 0 \\\\\\\\ \\}\ \\ % N\
and over four decades of unwavering commitment 1 AT

to the gospel, to faith, and to the liberation of
mankind from all oppressions of the devil.

Your life has taught us to love God, to believe in
His Word without wavering, and to pursue
excellence. You have been a shining light to our
generation and a father to nations. You have
proved to the world that the word of God works
wonders and following Jesus pays both in the now
and the hereafter.

On this special day, | pray that the Lord renew

your strength, increase your anointing, and grant
you many more years in health, joy, and supernatural
vitality.

qW BVLW /) Papa/,/ 8 Pastor Yakubu Kezi
' (State Pastor, Kaduna)
— —————

On f’t'hu/fln/ii
Living Faith Churches,
Kaduna State.

We love and honor you greatly.

MAY THE GOOD LORD CONTINUE TO BLESS YOU ABUNDANTLY.
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By Gregory Austin Nwakunor

NL is set for the inaugural Abuja Festival of
iterature and Ideas, which is scheduled to
hold from October 9 and 10, 2026. The inau-
gural festival is a fulfilment of the dream of
Book Buzz Foundation Director, Lola Shon-
eyin, who first conceived the idea 14 years ago,
when she was curating Infusion, a popular
monthly gathering for music, artand culture
in Abuja.

The festival, which is epected to attract writ-
ers, thinkers, scientists and cultural
voices from Nigeria and around the &%
world,reflects a broader ambition
to establish Abuja as an impor-
tant destination for intellectual
exchange, while strengthening
cultural connections between
Nigeria, Europe and the wider
world.

For Shoneyin, founder of the

AbljalkestivallOfliteratine;
[(easISEHEOTHOCIODEIRORO]

Close Examination, her account of survival,
womanhood, illness and reclaiming personal
agency.

In response to some of the defining debates
of the time, the festival will host Stephane M.
Grueso who will discuss the impact of artifi-
cial intelligence on culture and creative work.
Shoneyin said: “Nigerians need to start having
serious conversations about how Al could af-

time about. From 2009 - 2012, I organised a
monthly

event called Infusion in Abuja,
so, ] am confident that this
event will be exciting for
book-
lovers and people in
search of high-qual-
ity engagingliterary
events in Abuja.”
The festival is more
than a promotional
event, it is a wel-
come «cal to

pected to bring writers, thinkers, policymak-
ers, artists and audiences for conversations

fect critical sectors, including banking, busi-

about some of the most urgent questions Nesses and personal security, while
shaping human lives today considering appropriate regulations and safe-
The Festival, which holds at The Nordic, Jabi, guards.

Abuja, is presented in partnership with the
European Union Delegation to Nigeria and
ECOWAS, with the participation of the Em-
bassies of Italy,

Spain and Sweden.

The participating European missions have
helped bring an exceptional group of inter-
national writers, thinkers and practitioners to

According to the festival curator, “we need to
understand what kind of regulations need to
be putin place. We need to have some kind of
response and know where to even start
should we find ourselves in certain situa-
tions.”

She said the rapid development of Al means
its potential risks can no longer be treated as
distant concerns, particularly as technology

Book Buzz Foundation, “Abuja de-
serves to be part of

the global conversations around {4
literature, ideas and culture. We're

presenting an event that

brings different worlds together to
discuss peace, technology, identity,

democracy, creativity,
and some of the big
questions of _ ==
our

By David Emokpae

FRIDAY, September18,2026, marked
asignificant momentin the30-year
journey of Accessible Publishers Lim-
ited as the company hosted the grand
finale and prize-giving ceremony of
the 2026 Accessible Summer Com-
petition, powered by SmartEdu Hub,
its digital School Management and
Learning Management System.

The event was a celebration of aca-
demic excellence, digital innovation
and purposeful corporate social re-
sponsibility. Italso provided a practi-
cal demonstration of Accessible Pub-
lishers Limited’s 30th-anniversary vi-
sion, captured in the theme: “Beyond
Print: Scaling Digital Products for In-
clusive Publishing.”

The announcement of the winners by
Esther Bamgboje generated excite-
ment as the outstanding students
were recognised. First prize went to
Happiness John, a JSS1student of Joy
Prime Model Secondary School, Akwa
Ibom. She went home with N1 million
(One Million Naira) Second prize went
to Agaga-Oamen Dave-Wisdom of
The Oasis Schools, Ekpoma, Edo State
and got N500,000 (Five Hundred
Thousand Naira). There was a tie in the
third Prize, with Daniel Barry Monsi-
gia of Teko School, Rivers State and
Okunoye Mojolaoluwa Deborah of
Oritamefa Baptist Model School,
Ibadan going home with N250,000
(Two Hundred and Fifty Thousand
Naira) each.

The grand finale brought together
stakeholders from government, ed-
ucation, publishing, technology and
the private-school sector, alongside
parents, teachers, students, staff and
well-wishers.

reimagine the role
of books as dy-

capital. The two-day

Abuja, creating a programme that moves con-
fidently between literature, politics, technol-
ogy, science, culture and public life.

namic agents of cul-  Among the festival’s international guests is
tural and Sergio Jaramillo, former High Commissioner
educational transfor- for Peace in Colombia and one of the princi-
mationinthecountry’s pal architects of the Colombian peace

process.
In his event, How Divided Societies Learn to Dia-
logue, Jaramillo will explore what becomes
possible when people on opposite sides of
conflict find ways to listen, negotiate
and rebuild trust.
Zimbabwean writer and academic,
Simukai Chigudu, will discuss his ac-
claimed memoir,
. Chasing Freedom,a deeply personal ex-
« | ploration of family, colonialism, race,
\ - migration and
the complicated meaning of free-
dom after empire.
~ Science and imagination meet in
\‘1 Roberto Trotta’s Starborn, while

gathering is

becomes increasingly integrated into every-
day life.

“We will also host Swede Carl Heath who will
provide insight in a session, aptly titled, Mus-
ings

on the Internet, which will examine what Al
means for authorship, intellectual property,
privacy, artistic labour and the future of
human creativity.”

AFLIwill also turn its attention firmly towards
Northern Nigeria. A panel on Exciting Themes
in New Northern Nigerian Women’s Fiction
brings together Nana Sule, Hadiza El-Rufai,
Fatima Bala and Edify Yakusak, while Youth
Speak session asks what the future looks

like for young people in the region, featuring
Khadija Sanusi, Maryam Laushi Dasilva,
Raymond J. Yusuff, Usman Hayatu and Nana
Fatima Bello.

Other conversations range from to an evening
of poetry featuring Deborah Johnson,
Moyosola Olowookure, Salim Yunusa and
Mariam Abdullahi.

Accessible Publishers Celebrate Academic
Excellence, Digital Innovation

In hisaddress, the Managing Director
and Chief Executive Officer of Acces-
sible Publishers Limited, Mr. Gbadega
Adedapo, reflected on the company’s
three decades of contribution to ed-
ucational publishing and its deter-
mination toremain relevantinarap-
idly changing educational environ-
ment.

He emphasised the importance of in-
novation and the need for publishing
to evolve beyond the conventional
printed book. The company’s invest-
ment in SmartEdu Hub, he explained,
represents part of thatevolution, con-
necting its rich educational-content
heritage with the digital needs of
schools, teachers, parentsand learners.
The message was clear: Accessible
Publishers is notabandoning print; it
isextending the reach and possibilities

of publishing through technology. The
technology dimension of the event
was presented by the Team Lead of
Best Technologies Limited, the tech-
nology company responsible for de-
veloping SmartEdu Hub, Mr. Mayowa
Bernard. SmartEdu Hub seeks to sim-
plifyeducational processes, improve
communication among schools,
teachers, parents and learners, and
provide a digital platform through
which educational content and ac-
tivities can be accessed more effi-
ciently.

The 2026 Accessible Summer Com-
petition provided a practical demon-
stration of this vision. According to the
Summer Competition Team Lead, Mr.
Moses Akintola, the competition was
organised as a two-week national ac-
ademic challenge for students in JSS

=
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Gloria Chinyere Okwu discusses On

Agaga-Oamen Dave-Wisdom (left, second positgn from Edo Sfate) ; Happiness John (First
position from Akwa Ibom); Okunoye Mojolaoluwa Deborah (Third position from Oyo State),
and Mr. Ghadega Adedapo, (MD/CEQ Accessible Publishers Limited)... in Ibadan

1to JSS 3. Participants competed in
Mathematics, English and Science,
with questions drawn from the na-
tional BECE question bank. The com-
petition recorded an impressive 5,226
participants from across Nigeria, with
students participating at no cost.

The geographical spread of partici-
pation demonstrated the ability of dig-
ital technology to break physical bar-
riers. Students from states including
Akwa Ibom, Edo, Rivers and Oyo,
among others, competed through
the same platform. In effect, SmartE-
du Hub created a national digital
classroom without physical walls,
giving learners from different loca-
tions an opportunity to test their
knowledge on a common platform.
The winners represented more than
individual academic achievement.
They reflected the reach of the com-
petition and the opportunity created
foryoung learners to participate ina
national digital academic experience
regardless of geographical location.

Black Market Targets
Guinness Record As Stars
Shine Ahead Attempt
By Eniola Daniel
IGERIAN movie, Black Market, is gear-
ingup for Guinness World Record at-
tempt.
Written by Abdul Tijani-Ahmed and Fa-
timah Binta Gimsay, Black Market will be
released in Lagos on September 26,2026
atTafawa Balewa Square, Lagos.

In collaboration with Filmone Studios,
Signet Ring Studios and Switch Visuals
Production, BlackMarketwill host 50,000
peopleforasingle screening of Black Mar-
ketinan official Guinness World Records
attempttosurpassthe currentrecord of
43,000-thelargestnumber of people to
screena film in a single location.

Shotin Abeokuta, Nigeria, Black Market
wasdirected by Fatimah Gimsayand stars
Lateef Adedimeji, Linda Ejiofor-Suleiman,
Itele DIcon, Scarlet Gomez, Omowunmi
Dada, Teniola Aladese, Susan Pwajokand
Uzor Arukwe.

At Book Launch, Dignitaries Extol Amuta’s
Memoir, Homage: Return To Familiar Places

By Sunday Akinolu

IGNITARIES from all walks of life

converge on lagos for Chidi
Amuta’s ‘Homage’ a memoir of his
journey from modest rural childhood
through academia, journalism and
public affairs.
The special guest of honour, Former
military president, General Ibrahim
Badamasi Babangida(IBB), represented
by Abbey Ibrahim, described Amuta as
a national asset, praising his bold,
courageous and balanced writing, as
well as his ability to examine Nigeria’s
challenges beyond ethnic, regional, re-

ligious and partisan considerations.
According to Babangida, ‘Homage’ of-
fers readers an insight into the modest
life of a fine writer and a notable intel-
lectual. The memoir is “literary and re-
freshinginstyle” andrich ininsightinto
both Amuta’slife and Nigeria’s complex
national history, he added

In their separate remarks, The Abia State
Governor, Alex Otti and Rotimi
Amaechi,whowereamongAmuta’s for-
mer students at the University of Port
Harcourt, described the author as a
blessing, not only to Nigeria, but to the
world at large.
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Toronto International Film Festival
Announces Winners
E Toronto International Film Festival has
unveiled this year’s award winners during
a live press conference at TIFF Lightbox.
Among the top honours announced were the
People’s Choice Awards, presented by Rogers,
voted on by TIFF's public audience; the
Platform Prize, the Festival’s only juried pro-
gramme; two Canadian feature film awards,
Short Cuts, FIPRESCI, and NETPAC awards. In
total, 12 awards were handed out, celebrating
standout films and breakout talent. In a his-
toric first this year, winning TIFFs Platform
Prize grants a non-English-language film
direct eligibility for Best International Feature
Film at the Academy Awards, alongside top
winners from five other qualifying festivals.
Audiences can catch this year’s People’s
Choice Award-winning films for free at the

the TIFF People’s Choice Award, presented by
Rogers, celebrates the Festival's top title as
chosen by Toronto’s famously passionate and
discerning public audience. The honour now
spans four categories: overall, International,
Documentary, and Midnight Madness. The
People’s Choice Award presented by Rogers
went to La Bola Negra, dirs. Javier Calvo and
Javier Ambrossi while the International
People’s Choice Award presented by Rogers
went to Elsinore, dir. Simon Stone. The
People’s Choice Documentary Award pre-
sented by Rogers went to Darlene Love: I
Know Where I've Been, dir. Barry Avrich while
the People’s Choice Midnight Madness Award
presented by Rogers went to Ladies and
Gentlemen, Brian Mulroney, dir. Matthew
Rankin
TIFF Appoints Head Of Jury
E Tokyo International Film Festival (TIFF)

Lightbox, beginning at 12pm today. Over the
past 11 days, TIFF presented 294

films from 72 countries,
welcoming over 800
talents across 98
red carpets. The
Festival hosted
2,000 accredit-
ed media, close
to 7,000 TIFF:
The Market del-
egates, and 279
directors from
around the
world.
Launched in

1978,

Fidelis Duker

By Gregory Austin Nwakunor

IFE in My City Art Festival
LIMCAF), now in its 19th
edition, is heading towards
its grand finale in Enuguy,
with six distinguished art
personalities appointed to its
National Jury Panel and Jerry
Buhari named curator of the
exhibition. This edition of the
festival, themed, Open Letter,
holds its grand finale exhibi-
tion in the final week of
October at the International
Conference Centre of the
Institute of Management and
Technology, Enugu.

Next year, this flagship
event of the Life in My City Art
Foundation will be 20. And
that is a long run for an art
competition that began in
2007 on a much smaller
scale. Recall that Robert Orji,
founder of Rocana Nigeria
Limited, started the festival as
a yearly competition for
young artists. Since then, LIM-
CAF has spread its net across
the country, built up a size-
able purse of prizes and seen
some of the artists who
passed through its competi-
tion establish themselves on
the Nigerian visual arts scene.

Chike Obeagu chairs the
panel this year. A contempo-
rary artist, scholar and cura-
tor, he is an associate profes-
sor at the Federal University
of Lafia and has curated LIM-
CAF three times. Also includ-
ed are Adiwu Talatu Onkala,

%

LIMCAF: A Festival That Grows Into Its Promise

A two-week, all-

an artistand associate profes-
sor of painting at the
University of Maiduguri. She
has worked around gender,
identity and the social reali-
ties of contemporary
Nigeria, particularly the
experiences of women in the
Northeast. ~ Ugochukwu-
Smooth C. Nzewi, an artist
and art historian and the
Steven and Lisa Tananbaum
Curator at New York’s
Museum of Modern Art.
Before joining MoMA, he
held curatorial positions at
the Cleveland Museum of Art
and Dartmouth’s Hood
Museum; Bella Anne C.
Ndubuisi, a cultural affairs
specialist, who has worked in
culture,community develop-
ment and international
development and has been
involved with LIMCAF in
Taraba; Dotun Popoola is
known for his sculptures
made from discarded scrap
metal. Frank Omoh Agbiyoa
Ugiomoh, an artist, art histo-
rian, critic and educator, has
more than four decades of
experience in the field, with
African art history and its his-
toriography central to his
scholarship.

Buhari, who will curate
the Grand Finale Exhibition,
has been a professor of fine
art at Ahmadu Bello

is pleased to announce that director Rolf

de Heer will serve
as President
‘3 of the 4

Cameron Dailey

University, Zaria, since 1982.
His career has included stu-
dio practice, teaching and
curating exhibitions in
Nigeria and abroad.

The jury will have 100
artists to consider, following
the selection process in the
festival’s different regional
centres. More than N60 mil-
lion is up for grabs. The over-
all winner’s prize, formerly
simply the festival’s top prize,
was renamed the Elder Kalu
Young Artist of the Year Prize
last year. It is now worth the
naira equivalent of $2,000
and is sponsored by the fami-
ly of the late Elder Kalu Uke
Kalu, a former LIMCAF chair-
man and visual arts aficiona-
do.

The category prizes cover
photography;, painting,
sculpture, drawing, ceramics
and digital art. They range
from 500,000 to’ 1 million,
with the Chinelo Chime Prize
for Best in Photography carry-
ing 1 million. The prizes for
painting, sculpture, drawing
and ceramics are 500,000
each.

There are awards with
more specific briefs. The
Armstrong Agoreyo Prize is
for the best artwork made
from waste paper, while the
Kanyeyachukwu Tagbo Prize
recognises an outstanding

International Competition jury at the 39th
TIFE Based in Tasmania, Australia, Rolf de
Heer has worked for more than 40 years as a
film director, screenwriter and producer, tak-
ing on a wide range of subjects and forms of
cinematic expression while training his gaze
on humanity and society, earning widespread
international acclaim. His film, Bad Boy
Bubby (1993), won the Special Jury Prize and
the FIPRESCI Prize at the Venice International
Film Festival. Four of his films have been
selected for the Official Selection at the
Cannes Film Festival, including Ten Canoes
(2006), which won the Special Jury Prize in
the Un Certain Regard section. This year, TIFF's
World Focus section will feature ‘Australia
Spotlight’, a special showcase of Australian
cinema presented in cooperation with the
Australian Embassy in Japan. As part of
Australia Spotlight, de Heer's The Survival of
Kindness (2022), which was select-

RO ed for the Competition at

3 the 73rd Berlin
International Film
Festival, will  be
screened. Having spent
decades
© % pursuing

. | his own singular
approach to film-
making, de Heer will
bring a distinctive

judging to this year’s

Competition lineup. For

Rolf de Heer “For any

of us attending the

Tokyo

Rolf de Heer

workbyanartistlivingwitha  prizes.

International Film Festival, it is a privilege. For
me, as a filmmaker, it is even more so. The
more films I manage to make, the fewer films I
manage to see, especially on the big screen. But
as a part of this jury, I have the duty, the obliga-
tion, to see atleast 15 films and talk about them
with other filmmakers! And not just any old 15
films, but the 15 films in Competition, drawn
from films made all over the world by all sorts
of extraordinary filmmakers! And to do this in
a city that plays host to one of the most formi-
dable film cultures in the world! Can life ever
get much better than this?” Festival Director of
TIFF Hisamatsu Takeo remarked that with Rolf
de Heer appointment as President of the
International Competition jury at the 39th
Tokyo International Film Festival, the festival
looks forward to the fresh dialogue and discov-
eries that his wealth of experience and deep
insight will bring to this year’'s Competition
and its diverse selection of films. After graduat-
ing from AFIRS (the Australian Film, Television
and Radio School) decades ago, Tasmania-
based Rolf de Heer wrote/co-wrote 14 original
and adapted screenplays that have been made
into feature films, and probably more than 14
that haven’t. De Heer has also produced|co-
produced 16 fiction features and five feature
documentaries
October 20 Is Start Date For Abuja
International Film Festival
LMMAKERS interested in submitting their

films for the 23rd Abuja International Film
Festival still have a late entry window open.
They have up until September 30 to enter their
films for what is obviously the longest running
film festival in West Africa. The 23rd Abuja
International Film Festival (AIFF 2026, by far
Africa’s premier cinematic gathering, takes
place between October 20 to 24, 2026. Held
yearly in Abuja, Nigeria’s capital territory, past
editions of AIFF has brought together over
11,250+ film submissions from 115 countries in
23 years. The festival welcomes feature films,
compelling shorts, animations, and insightful
documentaries. The theme for the 2026 edi-
tion is Frames Without Borders: Ai, Ethics and
The Future of Filmmaking.

have hosted some of these
workshops in recent years.
LIMCAF has also drawn
support from arange of insti-
tutions and organisations.Its

disability.

Some prizes have been
established by individuals,
families and organisations.
Among them are the Justice
Anthony Aniagolu Prize for
Originality, the Dr Pius
Okigbo Prize for Technical
Proficiency, the Mfon Usoro
Prize for Best Entry from Uyo
Centre and the VinMartins Ilo
Prize for Best Entry from
Enugu.

LIMCAF's offer to young
artists extends beyond the

Jur
V i . ':
e BN

Jerry Buhari, exhibition curator

expenses-paid trip to Dakar
for the Dakar Art Biennale, or
Dak’Art, is one of the festival’s
rewards. There are also resi-
dencies and boot camps.

The festival has a place
for gender-specific awards,
too, with special prize cate-
gories for female artists. Its
activities extend to children
through workshops for pri-
mary and secondary school
pupils, with particular atten-
tion to those living with dis-
abilities. Abuja and Enugu

partnerships include the
Alliance Francaise network
in Nigeria, the Institut
Francais and the French
Embassy. Other supporters
include Clam Lab, Paris;
Rocana Nigeria Limited; the
Pan African Circle of Artists;
Honeywell Group; FBN
Holdings; the Enugu State
Council for Art and Culture;
the Centre for Contemporary
Art, Lagos; and Thought
Pyramid Art Centre, Abuja.

The prizes, too, have
attracted individual and
institutional backers, includ-
ing the Justice Anthony
Aniagolu family, Vin Martin
Ilo, Thought Pyramid Art
Centre, Mfon Usoro, the Pius
Okigbo family, Art Is
Everywhere, the Centre for
Contemporary Art, Professor
El Anatsui and Engr. Gesi
Asamaowei, among others.

For some former partici-
pants, LIMCAF has been an
early break. Several past over-
all and category prize win-
ners have gone on to estab-
lish themselves on the
Nigerian visual arts scene.

The competition Robert
Orji started in 2007 now has
regional centres, a national
jury, a growing list of prizes
and 100 artists in contention
for its latest finale.
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Billboard In Yaba Screaming Truth About Japa Job Ofters

By Maria Diamond

S that dream job abroad actually a trap?

Instead of excitement about ‘living the
abroad dream’ shouldn’t the concept of
‘free flights, free housing and free training
for unskilled work’ raise suspicion?

At the Herbert Macaulay junction in Yaba,
Lagos State where danfo horns and hawkers’
cries usually drown out everything else, a
new billboard, With the inscription, ‘Don’t
GetTrapped, The Reality’ is managing to get
noticed.

This billboard campaign, an initiative of
Seed Mentors Africa, is designed as part of
Dream Builders Child Education and Em-
powerment Foundation, lands at a time
when Nigeria’s own anti-trafficking agency,
National Agency for the Prohibition of Traf-
ficking in Persons (NAPTIP), continues to
flag the country as both a source and a tran-
sit point for victims moved into forced
labour, domestic servitude and sexual ex-
ploitation abroad.

This billboard positioned close to the Uni-
versity of Lagos and Yaba Tech, stops
passers-by with an uncomfortable ques-
tion: is that dream job abroad actually a
trap while showing a young woman in visi-
ble distress and lays out, in plain street lan-
guage, how trafficking recruiters operate.

The billboard insists that being lured with
freebies and rushed to sign a contract is a

pressure tactic, not urgency. Jobs advertised
in vague special economic zones far from
any city or embassy is a warning sign. And
no genuine employer will ever ask to hold
your passport.

Yaba was picked deliberately. It is a district
full of students and recent graduates, the
exact group that recruiters chase with offers
of study-work programmes and pay pack-
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ages that sound impossible for a reason.
The campaign lands at a time when Nige-
ria’s own anti-trafficking agency, NAPTIP,
continues to flag the country as both a
source and a transit point for victims
moved into forced labour, domestic servi-
tude and sexual exploitation abroad. Lagos,
with its universities and its steady stream of
young people chasing a way out of the
country, sits squarely in that pipeline. Com-
munity-level warnings like the Yaba bill-
board matter precisely because official
rescue operations tend to arrive only after a
victim has already left Nigerian soil, when
far less can be done.
The Pointed Intervention
The Yaba billboard is a small but pointed
intervention:
.Check the employer before you travel.
.Read every contract in full.
.Keep your passport.
. Treat any offer that asks you to keep quiet
as the clearest red flag of all.

Fela Durotoye: ‘It Takes 230 Million Leaders To Fix Nigeria

By David Emokpae
THE need for Nigerians to
take personal responsibil-
ity and contribute to na-
tional development took
centre stage at the 2026 Dia-
mond Award for Excellence,
where leadership expertand
keynote speaker, Mr Fela
Durotoye, declared that
Nigeria needs about 230 mil-
lion leaders to fix the coun-
try.

Durotoye, who spoke
on the theme, ‘Collective Ef-
forts Towards National De-
velopment,’ told Nigerians to
stop waiting for government
alone to solve the country’s
problems, stressing that
every citizen has a role to
play in building the Nigeria
they desire.

Speaking at the sixth
Diamond Award for Excel-
lence, an initiative of the
Double Diamond Global Em-
powerment Initiative, which
held on Thursday, September
17,2026, at the Airport Hotel,
Lagos, he said leadership
should not be restricted to
people occupying positions
of authority.

Durotoye explained
that an individual does not
have to hold a political or

public office before becom-
ingaleader, noting thatlead-
ership could begin with
small acts of positive change
within one’s community.

“It will take 230 mil-
lion leaders to fix Nigeria,
meaning every Nigerian
must be a leader to fix Nige-
ria,” he said.

He challenged Nigeri-
ans to become solution
providers rather than specta-
tors, saying that the country
would only change when cit-
izens accept responsibility
for contributing to its devel-
opment.

The leadership expert
also criticised the popular
idea that young people are

‘leaders of tomorrow’, de-
scribing the concept as de-
ceptive because it could
encourage people to post-
pone responsibility.

“The idea of ‘we are
leaders of tomorrow’ is dia-
bolical. Tomorrow is a mi-
rage. The closer you get, the
further it goes,” he noted.

Durotoye also drew a
distinction between leaders
and rulers, saying that the
presence of genuine leader-
ship should resultin positive
changes in a society.

“Whenever a leader
shows up, things get better.
But when a ruler shows up,
things get bitter,” he re-
marked.

Magical Kenya Travel Expo To Host Akwaaba Others In Nairobi

By Maria Diamond
THE 16th Magical Kenya
Travel Expo (MKTE), an East
Africa’s tourism trade fair con-
necting local and interna-
tional travel and tourism
stakeholders, will, alongside
other professionals across the
region, host Akwaaba African
Travel Market as exhibitors on
October 6 to 8, 2026 at the
Uhuru Gardens National Mon-
ument and Museum in
Nairobi, Kenya.

Akwaaba will once again par-
ticipate at the three-day event,
which is themed ‘Digital
Transformation and Artificial
Intelligence: Shaping the fu-
ture of Tourism’ focusing on
modern technologies that re-
define destination explo-
ration, management and
booking,

Akwaaba, in the last 22 years,
has consistently participated

at several Travel Fairs around
the world including the World
Travel Market (WIM) London,
the EMITT Travel Expo Istan-
bul, Turkey, the ITB Berlin Ger-
many, Magical Kenya Travel
Expo, Kenya, the Pearl of Africa
Travel Expo POATE, Uganda,
the Kilifair Expo Arusha,Tanza-
nia, Sanganai In Zimbabwe,
South Africa Travel Indaba,and
many others. In 2025, Ak-
waaba made its presence at
MKTE as an exhibitor for the
first time and will again par-
ticipate this year as an ex-
hibitor.

Targeted mainly at Africans
promoting Africa to Africans,
Akwaaba has successfully
opened up intra African travel
connecting Africans to each
other. In its 22 years of exis-
tence, it has networked
African tour operators, hospi-
tality,aviation and other travel

professionals. It attracts over
3000 tourism professionals
from over 20 African coun-
tries.

Experiencing Master Of Ceremonies Beyond Microphone

By Maria Diamond
SKILLED and professwnal
master of ceremonies
(MC) does more than merely
filling the silence between
speakers, they hold the event
together. They manage tran-
sitions, introduce speakers
properly, keep the pro-
gramme moving, and shape
the tone of the room from
beginning to end.

Most people spend weeks
getting every partof an event
right, the venue, the food, the
branding, stage setup etc.
Then they leave the MC deci-
sion until late and treat it like
aminor detail - butitis not.

According to Joyce Daniel,
popularly called Queen of
Talks, more often than not,
the choice of an MC comes
down to someone who is fa-
miliar, available and good
with people. “Sometimesit s
because they have hosted a

wedding once and turned
out to be very funny. How-
ever, the MC does much
more than fill silence be-
tween speakers. They hold
the event together. They
manage transitions, intro-
duce speakers properly, keep
the programme moving,
and shape the tone of the
room from beginning to
end.”

For an AGM, conference, or
product launch, you need a
corporate MC who works in
Nigeria at that level and un-
derstands the audience, the
setting, and the standard the
event has to meet.

A strong corporate-specific
experience MC knows when
to lift the energy and when
to stay out of the way. “They
know how to move along
with a speaker who has gone
over time without making it
awkward. They know how to
keep 300 people engaged at
2:00pm, after lunch, when
attention is dropping and
phones are starting to look
more interesting than the
stage,” Daniel stated.

There are times when every-
thing does not go to plan, the
late VIP, the missing speaker,
the microphone that cuts
out halfway through a sen-
tence etc.

Forum To Promote Social, Cultural, Economic
Value Of Tourism, Hospitality Sector

By Maria Diamond

ESIGNED to sensitise, edu-

cate and motivate young
people while promoting the
social, cultural and economic
value of the tourism and hos-
pitality industry, the 14th edi-
tion of the Youth Tourism and
Hospitality Leaders Forum

Ankara Festival Africa Is Coming To Lagos

By Adaku Onyenucheya

OMING to Africa with a

shared commitment to
preserving and celebrating
Ankara as an important part
of the continent’s cultural
story, beginning with Nige-
ria, Ankara Festival Africa
(AFA) a franchise of Ankara
Festival is set to launch in
Lagos.

Ankara Festival, founded by
Peter Lentini, and celebrated
across Los Angeles and other
major cities in North Amer-
ica for over 15-years, is cre-
ated to give this story a
bigger stage and expected to

bring together designers,
fashion and creative entre-
preneurs, artisans, artists,
historians, cultural practi-
tioners, brands, collectors,
entertainers, and con-
sumers for an immersive
celebration of everything
Ankara.

The African franchise is
being led by three Nigerian
industry professionals:
Laura Udoh, a media sales
and marketing expert; Isi
Atagemen, a renowned fash-
ion icon and Xavier
Akinyemi, an award-win-
ning marketing and brand
expert.

(YTHLF) is set to hold in
Ibadan on October 29, 2026.
The Convener, YTHLF,
Omololu Olumuyiwa, who is
the Managing Editor of Trav-
elscope Magazine, disclosed
that the yearly gathering of
young people, stakeholders
and entrepreneurs who have
contributed to the advance-
ment of tourism in Nigeria.
The 2026 edition is expected
tobring together participants
from across different back-
grounds for a day of tourism
education and industry en-
gagement. Participants will
also have the op-
portunity  to
take part in f/
raffle draws,
with  prizes,
including¥\
free aviation
college scholar-
ships.

A distin-
guished
tourism
scholar,
Dr. TG.

or{\‘/enr, LF,
Omololu Olumuyiwa

Yusuf of the Department of
Hospitality and Tourism
Management, Obafemi
Awolowo University, Ile-Ife,
will deliver a keynote address
on “Youth Innovation, Digital
Marketing & Tourism Devel-
opment.”

In recognition of the posi-
tive impacts of YTHLF, the
event has the endorsement
of Federal Government
tourism agencies and several
bodies, including the Na-
tional Institute for Hospital-
ityand Tourism (NIHOTOUR),
Nigerian Tourism Develop-
ment Authority (NTDA), Fed-
eration of Tourism
Associations of  Nigeria
(FTAN), Institute of Hospital-
ity UK-Nigeria International
Branch (IoH), Hospitality and

Tourism Association of Nige-

ria (HATMAN), Institute of
' Tourism Profession-
. als of Nigeria
\ (ITPN), and
\ Global Institute
of Tourism and
Hospitality
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KSA (@ 80:

‘Young Artistes

Learn From Himy

By Daniel Anazia and Eniola Daniel He later traced his love of music to highlife toward Juju music.
OM live band to Grammy bal-  those services. “In that church, Taking a cue from Bobby Benson,
lots, the story of Sunday Adeniyi Cherubim and Seraphim...you who encouraged him to perform
Ishola Adegeye, the man Nigerians have so many enticing music there; ~standing rather than seated, as was
call King Sunny Ade or KSA, music that would really enticeyou  customary at the time, he broke away
‘Minister of Enjoyment’, Kingof ~ to dance. So that's where my love from the traditional orchestration by
Juju, tracks almost exactly along- ~ started,” he said. moving his frontline to their feet,
side the story of the music genre,a _ Knowing his mother disapproved, introducing synchronised choreogra-
opular genre that originated his friends kept watch whenever he ~ phy across a20-man band that trans-
Eom Southwest Nigeria. played percussion so she would not  formed concerts into high-energy
Long before Afrobeats carried catch him. “I always liked to be in spectacles. . _
Nigerian sound to a global audi- ~ between those people playing per- ~Commenting on the innovation, the
ence through streaming platforms cussion. So what I did was make sure Elewly minted Octogenarian said,
and viral algorithms, KSA had some people covered me, so when Before I put in anything or add any-
already proven, entirely on his my mother looked back, I could thing, Iwill go back and do research. I
own terms and largely in his dodge her,” KSA added with a smile. make sure all kinds of musicare in
native Yoruba, thatit could be Before leaving school around 1963  there. You can find any kind of music
done. ' for Abeokuta and from there to in the world in my music.

Hence, on Tuesday, September Latgos in the mid-1960s, an escape,in ~ “The aim is to send this particular
22, when he turned 80, itwas a cel- effect into music, he attended music to the whole world and let
ebration that reads less like a per- African School, Methodist School,  everybody have that feeling. Soif
sonal milestone and morelikea ~ and Slg' Charles Grammar School ylcl)p’r €a faniaftlc fan of %azz, lt’Slethfm
checkpoint in the story of modern 0Osogbo. this music. If you're a fanatic fan o
Nigelﬁgn music itse]ﬁrgn industry ~ InLagos, he joined a highlife band; rockand r(,?ll or R&B, you'll find that in
he did not simply perform in but thoug, he was too youn% by the my music. ) .
helped build, exportand,inthe ~ group’s reckoning - barely 17, he Attesting to the innovation, the New
process, made his own. added a couple of years to hisage ~ York Times in 1984 wrote: “What Mr.

Born on September 22,1946to  and claimed to be 19 to be allowed Ade has achieved is the revitalisation
royal parentage — his father, from in. He worked his way up from per- of juju through a series of darin
ondo town, his mother from cussion to a self-taught command of musical innovations. He has added
Akure — the master guitaristand ~ the guitar and eventually from band synthesisers, a Hawaiian steel guitar
cultural ambassador had spent member to bandleader. and phalanxes of electric guitars and
over half a century as the definitive _His influences in those years conga dru;yns to the traditional juju
figure in Nigerian music. included LK. Dairo and American ensemble. ‘

His father, Samuel Adeniyi musicians: James Brown, Brook It needs to be noted that at KSA's
Adegeye, was a church organistin Benton, and Jim Reeves. He passed arrival, the juja

the Methodist Church; his mother, through the mentorship of music e g_enre_already had
Maria Adegeye, a member of the figures like Sanni Ariyo and J its aristocracy
Adesida dynasty of Akure,wasa  Idowu Owoeye, and later ) .m0 " %, with musicians
trader. Music was never absent joined Moses Adejumo e F‘:'-";}l---‘ <=z, like Ebenezer
from the household, but it was not Olaiya’s Federal Rhythm S 2. T, Obey, Dele
intended to be his vocation. Dandies, a highlife outfit 1 Abiodun,
Growing up in Osogbo, hewas ~ fronted by the man later Kayode
raised in a family that believed a known as the comedian Baba & Fashola and
prince belonged in a courtroom or Sala. o Emperor

Pick Peters

Drawn by the music style of #1}
| asthe

Juju pioneer Earnest Olatunde
Thomas, popularly known as
Tunde Nightingale or The
Western Nightingale, from

a classroom, not in a bandstand,
then regarded as a common trade.
At home, his father’s gramophone
nurtured his musical passion
through records, both foreign and

local. whom he borrowed . .-

His parents vehemently rejected styllsth e‘lements , =
his musical aspirations, which from his ‘So wa nbe =
they viewed as an unserious pur- _ Style, KSA

suit, one likely to pull a child out of moved
school, and in KSA’s case, it eventu- 1Tom
ally did. Though his parents main-
tained their disapproval for
decades, he followed his instincts.
According to him, at the age of
seven, he would follow his moth-
er to the Cherubim and Seraphim
church, where percussion was
played alongside traditional wor-
ship, and he liked nothing more
than standing among the percus- #
sionists. =5

established names. Obey in particu-
lar had already begun modernising
the sound with trap drums and a
three-guitar format.

KSA’s response was to go further,
layering in more guitars, more
drums, and a theatrical flamboy-
ance that turned f’ﬁjﬁ concerts into
full stage spectacles rather than sit-
down performances. The template
is visible today in live shows of
Afrobeats heavyweights: Burna Boy,
Wizkid, Adekunle Gold, and Asake,
who has adopted it.

For generations of music lovers,
KSA'’s catalog is less a collection of
songs and more a soundtrack to
life’s most defining milestones.
From high-society weddings and
chieftaincy conferments to famil
gatherings, his music provided the
emotional and celebratory back-
drop for millions.

For older listeners, his music
evokes particular moments in their
lives. For younger musicians, it rep-
resents a library of ideas to study,
reinterpret and sample. For cultural
historians, it is part of the recorded
history of Yoruba popular music.

One admirer, @Gods Son, recalled
listening to music icon’s records as a
child in his village and described
him as a true legend. “KSA is the
man I grew up listening to in my vil-
lage as a child... these are the people
I call true legends,” he wrote

Another fan called him a legend
“notjust in juju music but in music
ﬁenerally," while others celebrated

is longevity and contribution to
Nigerian music. His career provides
one of the clearest examples of a
local musical identity travelling
internationally without losing its
roots.

For today’s producers, his record-
ings demonstrate how rhgthm, per-
cussion, guitar interplay, backing

vocals and extended musical

=5 arrangements can create

movement without

; deEending on
" the production
, formulas that
. dominate
- . contempo-
rary pop.

Analysing
the factors
that have
~ madethe
 legend
remain

~ relevant,

~ | Christian

Onyenji Elum, CEO of 9iza Records, a
label based in Igando, Lagos, point-
ed to his reinvention. He noted that
KSA has “repeatedly embraced new
sounds and production approaches
without abandoning the musical
foundation that defined him.

“His career was built not only on
records but on live musicianship
and an ability to turn performances
into communal experiences. His
stagecraft helped make juju accessi-
ble as spectacle as well as sound.

“The third is cultural confidence.
He did not have to discard his lan-
guage (Yoruba), rhythms or tradi-
tions to gain international recogni-
tion. Instead, those elements
became part of his international
appeal. And fourth is catalogue
depth. Six decades have given him a
body of work that continues to pro-
vide material for listeners, musi-
cians and producers,” 9iza added.

Speaking on the impact of his
music,Sola Olumuyiwa, said: “King
Sunny Ade is my best artiste. His
music is impactful. He’s still agile at
80.He’s arole model Ilook up to in
many ways.”

Martins Eje said: “He has stayed rel-
evant for decades, he’s a living leg-
end, an icon and master in the
music industry. Many musicians
that came after him are no more
because they faded with time. His
music educates and very nostalgic.”

On what young artistes can learn
from him, he said: “Consistency is
his hallmark and young artistes can
learn that; the voice is still retained
and maintained but young artistes
now are more of vulgar and explicit.
I wish him a long life and continue
to reap the fruits of his labour.”

There are two juju musicians that
have stayed relevant since they start-
ed their career, they are King Sunny
Ade and Chief Ebenezer Obey. We
can’t do without his music while I
was young, no party without King
Sunny Ade or his song. I lived in
Ebute Metta, I knew him when I was
young, I knew his manager then.

“I don’t think we have any other
artiste that can meet up the stan-
dard set by King Sunny Ade and
Ebenezer Obey.”

Young artistes have a lot to learn
from him; King Sunny Ade grow
stronger in instrumental. They don’t
just have expensive cameras or go
into studios to produce beats, they
work. I don’t think the new musi-
cian can operate on his level or
embrace his standard. Sunny Ade
can play guitar with his eyes closed.

TEETH 4 TEETH ... with Justin Akpovi-Esade

Like Charly Boy, Like ‘Charly Girl’?
E Nigeria social media space was shaken to its marrows

last week when controversial artiste, Charles Oputa, aka
Charly Boy, celebrated his daughter on her engagement to
her female partner.
For a society like Nigeria where same sex relationships of an
kind is not only a taboo but a criminal offence, even thoug
some engage in it, secretly, it came as a shock to many, but
considering that it involved a Charly Boy, “anything can hap-
pen” as was his slogan of his now rested ‘Charly Boy Show’. It
is, however, important to note that Charly Boy's daughter
lives outside the shores of Nigeria.
The reactions were mixed. Some did not, however, express
anK surprise, ‘sebi na Charly Boy na, lion dey born goat?’
Others saw CB as a disappointment and a ‘failed father'.
In reaction, the controversial artiste wrote: “How you wan tell
50-year-old woman how to live her life? At that age, she don
already live enough life to know herself,” he wrote.
He said that as a father, he can advise and express his opinion,
but does not have the right to control another adult’s life.
Charly Boy revealed that his daughter has five children and a
great-grandson, adding that s%e will always remain his
daughter regardless of the choices she makes. He also
revealed she was previously in a marriage where she “see pep-
per” and later entered another relationship after leaving it. “I
no fit choose her happiness for her. My own father couldn’t
stop me from becoming Charly Boy, the man I wanted to
become. So who am I to stand in front of my daughter and try
to control the life she has chosen for herself? At the end of the
day, na love remain. Make everybody live their truth and find

their own happiness,” he added.
Well, T4T is of the opinion that CB has a point. A 50-year old
child is no longer a child in the real sense. He or she can take
full responsibilities for their actions and inaction. So, for his
daughter, she can decide to be ‘Charly Girl’ at 50. Lion nor dey
born goat, truly.
Zazzu AtIt Again!

NOTHER controversial Nigerian singer, Habeeb Okikiola,

opularly known as Portable or Zazzu, has demanded DNA

tests for his two children with actress, Akinyanju
Omobolarinde, popularly known as Ashabi Simple, before tak-
ing responsibility for their upkeep.
The duo had been at each other’s jugular for over a year now
in what has been a troubled affair and every time, the internet
was entertained by both parties with sordid, unprintable
details of their private life.
So, it did not come to T4T as a surprise that Zazzu is demand-
ing a DNA test for the two children they had together when
the affair was rosy. But something also tells T4T that Zazzu may
be trying to dodge responsibility and what other smart way to
do that than to stall the process of child support knowing well
enough thata DNA demand really riles some Nigerian women

up.

Ask Wunmi, the acclaimed wife of late singer, Mohbad. This is
three years now that she has been dodging a DNA on a son she
claimed she had for the singer who died in a controversial cir-
cumstances in 2023. Any time Wunmi hear D, even when the
NA has not been said, fiam, she will run into her room, bring
out her ring lights and record a video crying that they want to
kill her beloved son and probably her, and take the ‘billions’ in

property and cash his ‘husband’ left behind.
DNA to some women in Nigeria is like COVID-19 or rather, a
death sentence. Zazzu may have realized this fact and may be
trying to use it to create another Wunmi and Mohbad’s
father stalemate.
Sharp guy.
Soludo And His Babalawo Ambassador
A::NAMBRA State Governor, Prof Charles Soludo, granted a
onvicted traditional native doctor Chidozie Nwangwu
(Akwa-Okuko) state pardon and made him an Ambassador
for the youths.
As Akwa Okuko was breathing the air of freedom, another
Anambra Babalawo was being sent to prison for 11 years for
the same offence of preparing supposed get rich money ritu-
al charms for desperate young men in the state.
Now, what T4T is trying to understand is the Ambassadorial
award Governor Soludo dashed Akwa Okuko. When T4T saw
the video of his ‘welcome back’ to his home where his shrine
was located, it was obvious that the young man will not stop
doing what sent him to prison in the first place, maybe in a
hush hush scale now unlike the annoying loud advertorials
online he was running his former operation, promising
wea%’ah like he is some god of money sent from a mysterious
world.
Well, maybe Soludo would be closely monitoring the
Babalawo going forward and before he leaves office, he
should extend the same courtesy to the other Babalawos
serving time in the state, and also make them
Ambassadors. What is good for Akwa Okuko is also good for
other Anambra Babalawos.
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Up&Doing

By Suliyat Tella

RAlim Abubakre’s Academic Fellowship of

the Chartered Institute of Personnel and
Developmentadds a new distinction toa career
focused on connecting scholarship with prac-
tical leadership. Ata time when organisations
are confronting rapid technological change,
geopolitical uncertainty and complex deci-
sions, the ability to keep learning has become
an important part of leadership.

For Dr Alim Abubakre, that principle has now
received formal recognition with his award of
Academic Fellowship of the Chartered Institute
of Personnel and Development (CIPD). The fel-
lowship,awarded following assessment against
the CIPD’s Academic membership criteria, al-
lows Abubakre to use the designation Aca-
demic FCIPD.

But beyond the designation itself, the recog-
nition provides an opportunity to examine the
work behind it, particularly Abubakre’s ef-
forts to connect academic research with ex-
ecutive education, organisational practice
and the development of leaders. His work
sitsacross several spaces. He is an academic, ex-
ecutive educator and practitioner whose in-
terests include leadership, international busi-
ness, institutional development and the chal-
lenges confronting organisations operating in
complex environments. That intersection be-
tween knowledge and practice is central toun-
derstanding the significance of the fellow-
ship.

More than an academic title

CADEMIC fellowships can represent dif-
erent things depending on the institution
and criteria involved. In this case, the CIPD de-
scribes Academic Fellowship as recognition of
the contribution academics make through
teaching, research, thoughtleadership and the
development of future leaders. Victoria Win-
kler, Chartered FCIPD, Standards & Profes-
sional Development Director at the CIPD, de-
scribed the fellowship as a recognition of “ex-
pertise, credibility,and authority”, particular-
lyin advancing the people profession through
academic workand leadership development.

Beyond The Title:

What Alim Abubakre’s CIPD
Fellowship Represents

For Abubakre, the significance therefore ex-
tends beyond adding another designation af-
ter his name. His own interpretation of the
recognition isrevealing. “Recognition should
increase responsibility, not simply status,” he
said. That distinction is important because it
reflects a central theme running through his
work: knowledge has limited value if it cannot
be applied.

Where research meets practice
THE relationship between academic re-
search and the real-world decisions made
by organisations has long presented a chal-
lenge. Research can identify patterns and pro-
vide evidence that may not be immediately vis-
ible through experience alone. But research
that remains within academic circles may
have limited practical influence. Conversely, de-
cisions based entirely on experience can re-
produce assumptions that have never been
properly tested. Abubakre’s work has sought
to operate between these two spaces. Rt Hon
Graham Stuart, MP for Beverley and Holderness,
who co-delivered a series of leadership sessions
with Abubakre, pointed specifically to his
ability to translate academic research into
practical learning for political and corporate
leaders. “Converting the insights of the latest
academicresearch into inspiring, practical and
effective courses for political and corporate
leaders sets Dr Abubakre apart,” Stuart said.
That observation goes to the heart of executive
education. The objective is not just to give ex-
perienced professionals more information, it
is to help them reconsider assumptions, in-
terpret new evidence and make better deci-

sions in situations where there may be no
straightforward answer.

The practical value of education therefore de-
pends partly on whether leaders can carrywhat
theylearn into the situations in which they ex-
ercise authority. It is this movement from
knowledge to judgment that hasbecomeare-
curring theme in Abubakre’s work.
Research shaped by complex problems
THE academic dimension of his work also re-

flectsan interest in problems that do not ex-

istinisolation. His research has examined stake-
holder collaboration during the pandemic
across Sub-Saharan Africa, as well as the in-
terconnected barriers facing small and medi-
um-sized enterprises in public procurement.
Although the subjects are different, they share
an underlying concern: how complex sys-
tems can work better for the people and or-
ganisations that depend on them.

The pandemic, for example, demonstrated
how quickly a disruption in one part of a sys-
tem could affect others. Governments, busi-
nesses, employees, communities and other
stakeholders could not always address their
challenges independently. Similarly, barriers
to SME participation in public procurement are
not necessarily limited to the ability of indi-
vidual businesses to compete. They can involve
institutional processes, access to information,
relationships, capacity and the structures
through which publicresources are allocated.
These kinds of challenges require leaders to
look beyond individual decisions and un-
derstand the systems surrounding #£
them. That systems perspective isrel- £

evant to organisations operating in an envi-
ronment where economic, technological and
geopolitical issues are becoming more close-
ly connected.
Leadership in an age of uncertainty
THE context in which leaders now operate
hasalso changed. Artificial intelligence is ac-
celerating the speed at which information can
be produced and decisions can be made.
Geopolitical tensions can affect investment,
trade and supply chains. Organisations must
respond to technological opportunities while
considering questions of governance, ac-
countability and trust. The result is a leadership
environment in which technical knowledge
alone may not be sufficient. The supplied ma-
terial makes this point through a series of ten-
sions. Strategy requires people to execute it.
Technology can create new capabilities while
introducing new risks. Capital can generate
growth but may struggle to create durable val-
ue without trust. Public
policy can remain
an aspiration if
institutions
lack the ca- /
pacity to
imple-
mentit.

Read the remainder
of this story on
www.guardian.ng

Alim Abubakre

IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRY
IN THE ABUIA JUDICIAL DIVISION
HOLDEN AT NYANYA-ABUJA

BEFORE HIS LORDSHIP: HON. JUSTICE DABANGIDA HASSAN
BETWEEN
1. POLLEEN :DRPOMHON}
2. IVY HUNG
AND
1. SAHARA TOOLING LIMITED
2. C.N. GLOBAL LIMITED
3. PCPOLLEEN LIMITED
4. CHIEDU NwOSU
5. MAY IFEANYCHUKWU NWOSU
COURT ORDER

Praying the court for the following:

Clalmants/Applicants to serve the originat
Summons, Statement of Claim and all
Federal Gazette and/or in two (2) national

include Lagos and Delta States)
2. AND FOR SUCH

MOTION No, FCT/HC/M/4986/2026

CLAIMANTS/APPLICANTS

DEFENDANTS

Upon this Motion Exparte dated and filed on the 2™ April, 2026 and Its accompanying
affidavit and hoving listened to A.M, Lukman Esq of Counsel to the clalmants/applicants Esq

1. AN ORDER OF THIS HONOURABLE COURT granting leave to the

processes) In this sult on the Defendants/Respondents by
substituted means, to wit: by advertisement/publication in the

within the jurisdiction of this Honourable Court (one of which
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Birthdays

AWAL, Dr Olakunle

Muhammed - Dharaen
Alamu, will be 62 on October1,
2026. Born in Lagos, he grew
up in Surulere, also in Lagos.

He attended Elizabeth Fowler
Memorial Primary School,
Mercy Eneli, Surulere Lagos.
For his Secondary School edu-
cation, he attended Gaskiya
College Ijora, Lagos. He did his
A Levels at Igbobi College,
Yaba, Lagos.

He obtained BSc degree in
Physiology at the University of
Ibadan before proceeding to
the University of Ilorin Teach-
ing Hospital for his Medical
Degree, which he obtained in
1992.He had a brief stintat the
General Hospital, Lagos.

He started his Post Graduate
Career at King George Hospi-
tal, London. Then, Queens
Hospital, lliford , London. He
Rose to become a Registrar in

Emergency Medicine at the
University College Hospital
London.

Heis a Fellow of the Royal Col-

lege of Physicians; a Member
of the Royal College of Physi-
cians and Surgeons, Glasgow;
and holds Post Graduate de-
greesin Acute and Emergency
Medicine.
This highly-precocious and
diligent Medical Consultant
had also worked in various
medical facility in Saudi Ara-
bia for five years. He is
presently a Consultant in
Acute and Emergency Medi-
cine; and a Stroke Lead. He is
also an Honorary Senior Lec-
turer in Anglia Ruskin Univer-
sity Medical School, London.

He is a prodigious and versa-
tile Medical practitioner. Mar-
ried with beautiful children.

IHIMEKPEN, Mr. Godwin,
Medical Laboratory Scien-

Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Megastar Media Communications/Executive Pro-
ducer, Megastar Man of the Decade Award, Dr. Adeniyi Ifetayo and Her Majesty,
Olori Atuwatse iii, Queen Consort of Warri kingdom during the presentation of
letter of invitation to serve as Royal Mother of the Day at the Award ceremony in

October in Abuja.

Workshop on Medical Application Safety, organised by the Nigerian Nuclear Regulatory
Authority (NNRA), held from September 21-23, 2026 in Abuja

FE of the Sokoto State
Governor, Dr. Hajiya Fa-
tima Ahmed Aliyu, has
charged 300 women benefi-
ciaries of a state-sponsored
vocational training scheme
to maximise their newly ac-
quired skills and resist the
temptation of selling off their
start-up equipment and capi-
tal grants.

She made the call, on Satur-
day, while presiding over the
graduation ceremony, pres-
entation of certificates, and
empowerment distribution
in Sokoto. The beneficiaries
completed intensive training
across six high-demand arti-
sanal trades: tailoring, knit-
ting, weaving, henna artistry,
beadwork, and shoe/bag
manufacturing, with 50
women trained per trade.
Highlighting the administra-

tion’s substantial financial
commitment toward eco-
nomic selfreliance and
women-led micro-enter-
prises, she revealed that over
N150m was invested in the
empowerment initiative.
“The idea is to enable you to
start up your business with-
out any delay. The state gov-
ernment has expended over
N150m on this programme,
therefore you must live up to
expectations,” she said.

To ensure immediate opera-
tional readiness, the empow-
erment package was tailored
to the specific needs of each
trade: Tailoring & Knitting:
Start-up machinery alongside
a N20,000 cash grant for
equipment installation and
logistics;Shoe & Bag Manufac-
turing: N100,000 start-up
capital grant per participant;

Lawal

tist, is 77.

Born on September 22,1949
in Ekpoma in present day Edo
State, he had his early educa-
tion across the North and
Southern part of the country.

He acquired best-of-breed
technical proficiency training
and experience in profes-
sional service, teaching and
administration in his career.
He commenced his profes-
sional training at the Federal
School of Medical laboratory
Technology, Lagosin May1967

Ihimekpen

and completed Associateship
Diploma Programme (AIBMS)
of the Institute of Biomedical
Sciences in Chemical Pathol-
ogy at the Courtauld Institute
of Biochemistry, Middlesex
Hospital Medical School, Lon-
don, England from 1972 to
June1974.

He earned a Fellowship of the
Institute (FIBMS) by passing a
Special examination in Chem-
ical Pathology in 1976. Mr.
Thimekpen attended a course
for Teachers of Biomedical Sci-

Py

Convener, Ankara Festival Africa, os Angles, Peter ezokhae(left) ;/ Convene:r,
Ankara Festival Africa, Lagos, Laura Udoh and Co-convener, Ankara Festival Africa,

President, Rotary eClub of Ewutuntun Global Impact, Dolapo Ayoola (left); President

Lagos, Isi Atagamen during a press conference organised ahead of the inaugural edi-
tion of Ankara Festival Africa in Lagos and holding next year.

PHOTO: AYODELE ADENIRAN

Al

Rotary Club of Lagos North-West, Oghenemaroh Okhumale; President, Rotary Club of
Okota, Ibrahim Sogunle; and President, Rotary Club of Ago Palace Way, Obah Chigho
Franklin, during the 40th anniversary and Investiture of Sogunle held at Zion Events

Centre, Okota, Lagos.

Bead Making, Henna Artistry
& Weaving: N50,000 take-off
cash grant per participant.
The governor’s wife noted
that human capital develop-
ment and youth empower-
ment remain central to the
leadership of Governor

Ahmed Aliyu. She empha-
sised that the state’s socio-
economic strategy focuses on
poverty alleviation, curbing
unemployment, and driving
grassroots wealth creation
across all 244 political wards
of Sokoto State.

Dr. Fatima Aliyu with a cross section of the women at the event

ences at the Royal Free Hospi-
tal School of Medicine, Lon-
donin1980.Hewasalsoatthe
University of Ibadan where he
earned an MSc in Chemical
Pathology in1986.

He is a Fellow of the Medical
laboratory Science Council of
Nigeria (MLSCN) and the
West African Postgraduate
College of Medical Laboratory
Science (WAPCMLS). Heis also
a member of the Association
of Clinical Chemists, the
African Society for Blood
Transfusion and the African
Society of Laboratory Medi-
cine.

Thimekpen joined the serv-
ices of the Federal Ministry of
Health at the Federal School
of Medical Laboratory Tech-
nology, Lagos, in 1977 on his
return from England to help
nurture younger entrants
into the profession.

He was actively involved in
the early plans and actual

|

Past District Governor, Jide Akeredolu of RC Ogudu (left)and Past District Governor,
Ifeyinwa Rita Ejezie of RC Ikoyi Metro (right) decorating the newly installed president

movement of the School toits
present location in Jos, in
1978. He became a Chief Med-
ical Laboratory Technologist
at37in1986 and the Principal
of the School in 1989.

In 1996 he was posted to
Lagos as the focal person for
Medical laboratory issues in
the Federal Ministry of Health
(FMoH) Headquarters, where
he acquired further extensive
administrative experience for
over a decade.

He served on many national
health initiatives and com-
mittees concerned with sev-
eral health issues in his long
career in the Federal Ministry
of Health,among others.
Compiled by Gbenga Akin-
fenwa,  oluwagbenga.akin-
fenwa@guardian.ng or
gbengaherkin@yahoo.com

Read the remaining part of this
story on www.guardian.ng

of Rotary Club of Ikoyi Metro, Emeka Nwasu while his sons watch in Lagos.

e

Immediate Past President of the Nigerian Baptist Convention (NBC), Dr. Israel Akanji

(left); President, NBC, Dr. Olusola Idowu and his wife, Folashade, during his induction
as the president of the NBC at the Baptist International Convention Centre
(BICC),Lufuwape, Lagos/Ibadan Expressway, Ogun State.

She further contextualised
the event within broader
state and federal interven-
tions. She highlighted cross-
ministry collaborations
across the Ministries of Local
Government and Chieftaincy
Affairs, Humanitarian Affairs,
and Women and Children Af-
fairs, as well as capital sup-
port provided under the
Ahmadu-Cares scheme. Addi-
tionally, she acknowledged
the impact of social welfare
and food security interven-
tions delivered through the
Renewed Hope Initiative
(RHI), spearheaded by the
First Lady of Nigeria, Senator
Oluremi Tinubu.
Commending the Governor’s
foresight in establishing the
dedicated Ministry of Skills
Acquisition and Entrepre-
neurship Development”, she

reiterated that the institu-
tionalisation of trade training
aligns directly with the ad-

ministration’s  Nine-Point
Smart Agenda. She urged
well-meaning  individuals

and corporate organizations
to complement government
efforts through community-
level mentorship and sup-
port.

The Commissioner for Skills
Acquisition and Entrepre-
neurship Development, Hon.
Abba Muhammad Mu’alledi,
commended the beneficiar-
ies for their exemplary disci-
pline and commitment
throughout the training pe-
riod. He reaffirmed the Min-
istry’'s commitment to
delivering market-relevant
vocational programs that
align with local economy de-
mands.
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® STYLE @ ELEGANCE

By Maria Diamond

S innovation continues to define the

world of fashion, there are certain styles

that stay spot on through the seasonal
evolution of designers’ collections, Bubu Criss-
Cross blouses and dresses in all its varieties is
one of those.

With a bubu criss-cross dress or blouse, comes a
designer’s expertise in intersecting straps and
overlapping fabric panels across the neckline
and chest with a final finishing of nothing
short of elegant perfection.

The place of elegance, poise, class and sophis-
tication that a Bubu Criss-Cross blouse or dress
will take you effortlessly, random styles would
not fitin.

While there are a lot of criss-cross designs, the
bubu criss-cross takes precedence in Nigeria due
to its African essence of full regalia features.

Whether it is the fabric panels cross over the
chest or wrap around the neck like a halter to
highlight the collarbone and shoulders, the
style comes out in full aesthetics that depicts
class and elegance.

Perfect Fabrics For Making Bubu Criss-Cross
Organza - Plain or print organza has become
designer’s first choice when making bubu criss-
cross styles due to its crisp texture, subtle sheen
and ability to hold structured shape. Organza
lightweight also adds volume to the style.
.Satin - Peculiar for its glossy smooth weave,
satin in all its varieties including Duchess,
Charmeuse, Crepe-back, Antique, Stretch,
Double-Faced, Baronet etc also works perfectly
for making bubu criss-cross as the weave places
long floats while the soft drape creates a flexi-
ble fluid structure for a graceful fall flow.

.Net Lace - The lightweight and sheer open
structure textile allows layering of the bubu
criss-cross lines without excess bulk, thus allow-
ing smooth flow of the regalia.

Spot-on
Bubu

Criss-Cross

@ LIFESTYLE

& e ——

‘The place of elegance, poise, class and
sophistication that a Bubu Criss-Cross
blouse or dress will take you effortlessly, ran-
dom styles would not fit in.’
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Staying Fit
For The 30s
Going On 100

By Suliyat Tella

HERE is no biological switch that flips on a person’s body

from age 30 that makes exercise more difficult, nei-

ther does crossing 30 suddenly make the body
unfit.

Yet for many adults, their 30s are when physical
activity begins to take a back seat. Exercise that once
came naturally through school, sports or an active
social life becomes something that has to be delib-
erately scheduled. Gradually, movement becomes
less frequent while sedentary routines become nor-
mal.

Is Age A Barrier To Fitness?

Above thirty is not the point at which the body gives up.
It may simply be the point at which maintaining it
requires a little more intention.

The Director of Physiotherapy at the Lagos State Health
Service Commission, Alfred Folorunsho, said, “age should
not be treated as a barrier to fitness, with regular exer-
cise, you can stay fit.
Physical  activity
helps the body to
maintain  its
function and
prevent dis-
eases.”

While age-
ing comes
with physical
changes, being 30 and above
does not mean a person is des-
tined to become weaker, gain
weightor lose their fitness. Howa
person lives also plays a signifi-
cant role in how their body func-
tions over time.

Above Thirty Is Not The Problem
While it is true that the body does change
with age and those changes can affect different

aspects of physical health, Folorunsho identified changes
involving the muscles, metabolism, cardiovascular fitness and

sleep among the changes that can occur as people move
through adulthood. But these changes should not be con-
fused with an automatic loss of fitness. In fact, the differ-
ence between two people of the same age can be consider-
able. One may remain active, exercise regularly and main-
tain good strength and mobility, while another may |
spend most of the day sitting and rarely engage in
structured physical activity.

This is why the idea that someone simply becomes
unfit because they have crossed 30 is misleading.

Physical Activities Is Key To Fitness

The National Institute on Aging notes that physical
activity is beneficial at every stage of life and can help
protect against age-related loss of muscle mass,
strength and physical function. Regular activity is also
associated with lower risks of cardiovascular disease,
type 2 diabetes and some cancers.

Rather than viewing 30 as a deadline, it may be more
useful to see itas a pointat which maintaining physical
health requires more conscious effort.

When Life Gets In The Way

For many adults, the biggest change after their 20s
may not be their age but their routine.

A young adult who once walked to lectures, played
sports with friends or spent hours moving around dur-
ing the day can become an office worker who sits for
eight hours, drives home through traffic and spends the
evening on a phone or laptop.

The result can be a significant reduction in everyday
movement without the person necessarily noticing it.
Fitness Recommendations

The World Health Organisation recommends that adults
aged 18 to 64 get at least 150 minutes of moderate-intensi-
ty physical activity a week, or 75 minutes of vigorous activ-

ity, with additional benefits from doing up to300 minutes
L

of moderate activity. It also recommends muscle-strength-
ening activities involving the major muscle groups on at
least two days a week.

This does not mean everyone needs to spend hours in a gym.
Walking, cycling, household activities, recreational sports and
movement incorporated into everyday life can all contribute
to physical activity.

WHO also stresses that some activity is better than none. For
people whose jobs require them to sit for long periods, this
becomes particularly important. The point is not just to burn
calories. Regular movement helps the body continue doing
the things it is designed to do.

Fitness Is More Than A Smaller Waist
In recent times, much of the popular conversation around
fitness is centred on appearance. People talk about losing
weight, reducing belly fat, fitting into smaller clothes or
achieving a particular body shape. Those goals are valid, but
they represent only a fraction of what physical fitness does.
Being physically capable also means being able to climb
stairs without becoming excessively breathless, carry gro-
ceries, get up from a chair, walk reasonable distances and per-
form everyday tasks without unnecessary strain.
The National Institute on Aging says physi-
cal activity improves physical function and
can make everyday activities easier, while
helping people maintain independence. It
also notes that exercise can help protect
against agerelated loss of muscle mass,
strength and function. This becomes
. much more important with age.
Muscle Strength
Muscle strength does not exist
merely to make the body
look toned. It sup-

ports movement and everyday function. Strength training
can help maintain existing strength, slow the loss of muscle
mass and make activities such as climbing stairs and carrying
groceries easier.

This is why staying active in your 30s is not necessarily about
preparing for a beach holiday or fitting into a particular outfit.
It is also about preserving physical capacity for the years
ahead.

Start Small But Start

For someone who has spent most of their adult life being
inactive, the prospect of suddenly meeting recommended
exercise levels can be intimidating.

The answer, however, is not to do nothing because the target
seems difficult. Folorunsho recommends starting gradually,
particularly for people who have not exercised consistently.
Walking for10 to 15 minutes a day can provide a starting point,
after which the duration and intensity can gradually increase.

This approach also reduces the temptation to overdo things
at the beginning. Someone who has been inactive for several
years may decide to compensate by immediately taking on
intense workouts, only to develop severe muscle soreness or
an injury and abandon exercise altogether.

The goal is therefore not to transform one’s lifestyle
overnight. It is to make movement sustainable.

For people who cannot afford a gym membership, that can
mean brisk walking, climbing stairs, dancing, bodyweight
exercises or other forms of activity that can be incorporated
into everyday life.

Read the remaining part of this story on www.guardian.ng
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Group Donates 20 Laptops To Improve Students’ Digital Skills

By Suliyat Tella
S part of efforts aimed at
improving digital literacy at
rural communities, the
Luminarians have donated 20 lap-
tops to a Roy-dek Academy, a school
in Makoko, Lagos.

Speaking during the donation,
Olubunmi Kushimo flanked by
other members of the group, noted
that the world is now going digital
and it is very important that every-
one has digital skills. “And that is
why we are donating these laptops
to the school through the support
of other people. We will appreciate
if you focus on learning the neces-
sary skills with the laptops. I can tell

you that every member of the

Luminarians, our career requires

laptop and thatis what has been help-

ingus.And Iam so sure that the laptop

that you have now is going to help
ou.”

The school Principal, Iliya Polycarp,
thanked the benefactors, recalling that
they visited the school during sum-
mer,sawaneed and promised to inter-
vene. “They saw that we have four lap-
tops for the entire 154 students of the
school. And today we are proud own-
ers ofadditional 20 laptops. We are sin-
cerely grateful first to the people that
supported them and deemed it fit to
make the project a reality.

“To members of the Luminarians, we

say a big thank you because you could
have turned it to personal use but
instead you donated them to the
school. In the years ahead, most jobs
are going to be computer based and
this is putting us on the platform
where we can help these children, their
curiosity and prepare them for the
future.”

He promised that the school will
make good use of the laptops aside

ensuring they are in good shape.
Speaking on behalf of the students,
Esther Ejiogu also thanked the group
for supporting their school with the
20 laptops, noting the laptops will go
a long way to improve the students
in developing valuable digital skills.

Firm Backs 10t calabar
Entertainment Conference, Festival

By Ghenga Salau

IT 95.9 FM, the leading radio

station in Cross River State

and organisers of the Calabar
Entertainment Conference &
Festival (CECF), has announced that
MultiChoice Nigeria has renewed its
partnership with CECF for the 10th
consecutive year, marking a decade
of sustained support for one of
Nigeria’s leading platforms for the
creative and entertainment indus-
tries.

The Calabar Entertainment
Conference & Festival has evolved
into a major gathering for stake-
holders across Nigeria's entertain-
mentand creative industries, It mor-
phed into a two day festival since
2024 and thisyear’s edition will hold
on Friday and Saturday 23 and 24,
October 2026 respectively.

The Festival is the fun hub of the
event, bringing together young peo-
ple and audiences from all walks of
life for an exciting celebration of live

music, food, drinks, games and
shared experiences. With a
vibrant atmosphere and a wide
range of engaging activities, the
festival offers attendees an oppor-
tunity to connect, unwind and
enjoy the very best of entertain-
ment, culture and fun.

Speaking on the renewed part-
nership, the Executive Producer of
the Calabar Entertainment
Conference & Festival and CEO of
Hit FM, Patrick Ugbe, described
MultiChoice’s decade-long support
as a significant part of the festival’s
journey.

“Ten years of partnership is more
than sponsorship; it represents
shared belief, consistency and com-
mitment to the growth of Nigeria’s
creative industry. MultiChoice has
supported the Calabar
Entertainment Conference &
Festival from the beginning, and to
have them renew their sponsor-
ship for the tenth year is something
we deeply value.”

Lagos Hosts 2026 West Africa Sustainability Summit, Awards

By Balikis Ademuyiwa

HE West Africa Sustainability
Summit & Awards (WASSA)
2026, the region’s premier
annual platform dedicated to
advancing the Environmental,
Social and Governance (ESG) agenda
across West Africa and the broader
African continent, will convene key
stakeholders to advance dialogue,
learning, networking and practical
action on sustainability, scheduled
to hold on October 2, 2026, in Lagos.
This year’s summit, themed
“Accelerating  Africa’s  Green
Transition: People, Planet &
Prosperity,” is organised by The
Sustainable Report Africa Media
Limited, a global news and ratings
leader focused on sustainability,
providing Environmental, Social
and Governance (ESG) research, rat-
ings and analysis on organisations
and institutions, including assess-
ments of their environmental and
socialimpactand their contribution
to the continent’s transition
towards a more sustainable future.

This year’s summit reflects the
need to pursue climate and sustain-
ability objectives without losing
sight of human development and
economic opportunity. The three
pillars place social inclusion, envi-
ronmental protection and broad-
based prosperity at the centre of
Africa’s transition.

Discussions at WASSA 2026 will
focus on six thematic pillars: ESG
Integration and  Corporate
Accountability; Climate Finance
and Green Investment; Sustainable
Agriculture and Food Security;
Youth, Gender and Inclusive
Sustainability; Policy, Regulation
and the Green Economy; and
Technology, Innovation and the
Digital Green Transition.

The event will explore issues rang-
ing from sustainable business prac-
tices and climate financing to
renewable energy, green invest-
ment, sustainable agriculture, car-
bon markets, biodiversity, digital
technologies and inclusive eco-
nomic development.

The summit will also place strong

emphasis on the role of young peo-
ple and women in Africa’s green
transition. With a large and youth-
ful population, West Africa has an
opportunity to turn its demograph-
ic strength into an engine for green
entrepreneurship, innovation and
job creation.

Another major highlight will be
the West African Sustainability
Awards, 2026, which will recognise
organisations and individuals mak-
ing measurable contributions to
the environmental, social and gov-
ernance landscape across West
Africa and the wider continent.

The Awards will span Corporate
Excellence, Leadership & Impact,
and Innovation & Sector Awards,
celebrating sustainability initia-
tives and leadership across differ-
ent sectors, the awards process is
designed to maintain credibility
and transparency, with nomina-
tions evaluated by an independent
panel drawn from academia, civil
society, the private sector and inter-
national development organisa-
tions.

Foundation
Celebrates New
Generation Of
Teachers

By Gbenga Salau

TOTAL of 4,704 public secondary
school teachers have completed the
MIN SAIL Teachers’

16-week

Fellowship Programme, aimed

strengthening their digital skills and
equipping them with new approaches to

at

teaching and learning. The teachers
received training in digital literacy, inno-
vative teaching methods, inquiry-based

learning, and emerging technologies for

use in the classroom.

The graduation comes as Nigeria steps up

efforts to address persistent gaps in

quality of education, with teacher capaci-

ty emerging as a critical part of
response.
At the graduation ceremony,

Secretary to the Lagos State Government,
Abimbola Salu-Hundeyin, underscored
the importance of building teachers’
capacity, urging the graduates to share
the knowledge and skills they had gained
with their students and fellow educators.
“Your participation in this programme
goes beyond personal development. It
presents you with an opportunity to
transfer the knowledge, digital skills, and
teaching methods

contemporary

the Mmunities,” she said.

the

the

acquired to young children and fellow edu-
cators, thereby multiplying the impact of
this initiative across our schools and com-

The call for teachers to extend the knowl-
edge gained through the fellowship reflects
the thinking behind the programme. Co-
founder of SAIL Empowerment Foundation,
Feyisola Abiru, said the fellowship was built
on the recognition that teachers are central
to improving educational outcomes. “When
SAIL started the fellowship in 2023, we began
with a simple observation: equip the teacher,
and the possibilities are endless. Leave the
teacher unsupported, and no amount of
investment will transform education. The
real achievement is what happens in the
classroom, so take what you have learned,
practise it, and use it to impact lives.”

the future.”

The emphasis on equipping teachers also
forms part of MTN Foundation’s approach
to its social investment programmes.
Speaking at the graduation ceremony,
Executive Director Odunayo Sanya said
the Foundation’s investment in the fel-
lowship reflects its focus on building sus-
tainable impact through capacity devel-
opment. “For us at MTN Foundation, our
approach is centred on capacity building,
health and empowerment. We believe in
long-term investment because sustain-
able impact goes beyond individual proj-
ects. Through the Teachers’ Fellowship,
we are strengthening the quality of edu-
cation across Nigeria.

We have invested over 200 million in
the programme because we believe
investing in teachers is an investment in

tions.

World Cleanup Day: Clean
Energy, Effective Waste
Management Top Agenda

By Gbenga Salau

S organisations across the globe observe

World Cleanup Day, JMG Limited, a leading
electro-mechanical company in Nigeria, has
called for a broader approach to environmental
conservation and waste management for a
healthy and habitable society.

The company’s position comes as this year’s
World Cleanup Day, marked annually, with the
theme, “From Clean Plates to Clean Cities,” draws
attention to food waste, responsible consump-
tion, circular economy and sustainable urban
waste management.

For JMG, the message aligns directly with its sus-
tainability approach, which combines communi-
ty action with cleaner, more efficient energy solu-

The company demonstrated the community side
of this commitment last year when its leadership
and employees joined residents in Gbagada,
Lagos, for a clean-up exercise that focused on
removing waste, encouraging proper waste sepa-
ration and promoting shared responsibility for
the environment.

But JMG’s environmental responsibility doesn’t
end with physically removing waste. Through its
renewable energy solutions, the company is also
helping organisations adopt cleaner and more
reliable alternatives to conventional power. One
such intervention is its solar hybrid power instal-
lation at the Agboyi-Ketu Primary Health Care
Centre in Lagos, providing reliable electricity for
critical services including emergency care, mater-
nity services, immunisation and diagnostics.
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A MERRY & BRIGHT

RATE PER INCLUDES
PERSON PER NIGHT
All meals

Christmas Eve Carols by Candlelight
Santa’s Enchanted Grotto
Christmas Lunch & Boxing Day festivities
Daily activities and kids’ programme
-GOLF AND COUNTRY ESTATE DISCOVER MORE

BY
NEWMARK For bookings & enquiries, please contact reservations@lakowelakes.com

Ts & Cs apply. Minimum 3-night stay (24-27 December 2026); kids under 6 at %70 000 per night and 6-12 at %120 000 per night when sharing; rollaway beds at #80 000 per night; 20% deposit required with balance due 30 days prior; free cancellation up to
30 days before arrival; rates subject to availability.
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TEMITOPE GEORGE is the Chief Executive
Officer of Lagos State Electricity
Regulatory Commission, LASERC. She is a
qualified legal practitioner in Nigeria, a
Barrister of Gray's Inn, England and
Wales, an accredited mediator, and a
recipient of the Lagos State Government
Productivity Merit Award. As a seasoned
Commonwealth Lawyer and Energy
Executive with over 20 years of experience
advising governments, multinational cor-
porations, and development institutions
on infrastructure, energy, and Public-
Private Partnership (PPP) projects,
George’s expertise spans regulatory com-
pliance, project finance, stakeholder man-
agement, and dispute resolution with a
proven track record of leading high-
impact projects, managing multi-million-
dollar funds, and driving strategic initia-
tives in dynamic environments. She previ-
ously served as Head of Mini-Grids and
Productive Use Components at the Rural
Electrification Agency under the World
Bank and African Development Bank-
funded Nigeria Electrification Project,
where she led and oversaw large-scale
renewable energy investments. She also
served as the Pioneer Head of the Legal
and Risk Management Department at the
Office of Public-Private Partnerships
(OPPP), Lagos. In this inter-
view with MARIA DIA-
MOND, she talks about
her role in leading a
change in electrici-
ty regulation, the
challenges in
facilitating sus-
tainable elec-
tricity and the
ultimate

efforts put
into

enhanc-

Temitope George

‘We Are Building A Framework
To Make Uninterrupted Grid
Power The Standard Across All

Of Lagos’

dents of Lagos State.

Since you assumed the role as CEO of Lagos
State Electricity Regulatory Commission
(LASERC) late last year, what have you
done differently to improve electricity
supply in the state?

INCE assuming office, my immediate

priority has been establishing com-

plete operational clarity across the
state’s electricity landscape. We have insti-
tuted active monitoring of feeder perform-
ance to verify strict compliance with the
Service-Based Tariff framework and conse-
quences for non-performance. LASERC has
also developed the Retail Electricity Supply
Code (published for consultation at
laserc.com.ng/consultation), which estab-
lishes clear rules for customer connections,
metering, billing, tariffs, service standards,
disconnections and consumer protection. It
also introduces stronger mechanisms for
consumer choice, guaranteed service stan-

" dards, compensation for serv-
ice failures and independ-
_ent dispute resolution
& through an Electricity
Ombudsman, laying
the foundation for a
more transparent,
accountable and
customer-focused
electricity market
in Lagos.
Eko

Energy
replaced Eko
DisCo, while IE
Energy Lagos
replaced Ikeja
Electric  in
2025 - what
prompted
the replace-
ments of these
| subsidiaries?
The creation
of

.,

Power

‘Leadership in energy is
increasingly defined by com-
petence rather than gender.
Walk into every space know-
ing you belong there.
Command respect not by
being the loudest voice, but
through quiet confidence,
thorough preparation, unde-
niable competence, and con-
sistent character

these entities was prompted by Lagos State’s
readiness to take over regulatory oversight
of its electricity market from NERC pursuant
to the fifth alteration of the Constitution,
and the Electricity Act 2023. Following the
enactment of the Lagos State Electricity Law
2024 which established LASERC and the tran-
sition of regulatory responsibility to the
State, the Electricity Act required the existing
DisCos operating in Lagos, Eko DisCo and
Ikeja Electric to incorporate State-specific
subsidiary companies and transfer the rele-
vant Lagos assets, liabilities, employees and
contractual obligations to those sub-
sidiaries. Hence Eko Power Energy was estab-
lished under Eko DisCo and IE Energy Lagos
under Ikeja Electric. The important point is
that the parent DisCos were not abolished;
rather, their Lagos operations were separat-
ed into State-specific SubCos to operate
under LASERC's regulatory jurisdiction.
Although it’s a nationwide agenda, kindly
shed more light on the ideology behind
the sectioned electricity bands and how it
works in Lagos?

The service-based band system was designed
nationally to establish a direct link between
tariff rates and actual hours of supply deliv-
ered. It structures service into 4-hour decreas-
ing tiers, ranging from Band A (minimum 20
hours daily) down to Band E (minimum 4

_ hours daily). While LASERC inherited this

structure, we recognise significant
inequities in its current execution. For
instance, Band A consumers pay
209.50/kWh for a 20-hour mini-
mum baseline, whereas Band B
consumers pay between 61.00
and 64.07/kwWh for 16 hours -a
disproportionate price jump for
a 4-hour difference. We are cur-
rently conducting rigorous
empirical studies to design a
Lagos-specific tariff
methodology. Our ulti-
mate objective is a trans-
parent, equitable frame-
work where consumers
pay for reliable value
delivered, driving us
toward state-wide
power sufficiency
by 2030.

There’s been alot
of talk on corpo-
rate energy sup-

LASERC’s direc-
tives - but con-
sumers are still
wallowing in

electricity supply anguish. Is this what
restructuring really is in LASERC’s defini-
tion?

Restructuring is an intentional, phased tran-
sition from a centralised market with monop-
olies to a competitive decentralised market.
We fully understand and validate the frustra-
tions of Lagosians, both Band A customers
paying high tariffs for interrupted service and
lower-band customers facing systemic supply
deficits. At LASERC, restructuring is defined by
accountability and structural reform. It
involves establishing firm legal frameworks
to strip underperforming operators of exclu-
sive rights, opening non-performing feeders
to competitive suppliers, scaling embedded
generation, and investments in distribution
networks. True restructuring takes time and
effort; the objective is clear: move away from
the sector’s historical structural deficits and
build an electricity market that is more
responsive to and accountable to consumers.
What are the parameters used in the classi-
fication of bands A, B, C, D, E, and how does
this affect electricity billing and tariff rates?
The defining parameter for band classifica-
tion is the guaranteed daily minimum dura-
tion of supply delivered to a specific feeder
and the pricing for the same.

Band A: Minimum of 20 hours/day

Band B: Minimum 0f 16 hours/day

Band C: Minimum of 12 hours/day

Band D: Minimum of 8 hours/day

Band E: Minimum of 4 hours/day
Under the current pricing structure, higher
supply attracts significantly higher per-unit
costs. However, because actual delivery often
deviates from these benchmarks, LASERC’s
ongoing tariff review is focused on aligning
billing directly with verifiable service delivery
and eliminating price disparities across tiers.
Despite regulations, Lagos State remains a
major market for power generator set and
petrol/diesel fuelling amongst others, as a
source of alternative power supply. What is
LASERC doing about this,and when will con-
stant electricity become a way of life in
Lagos?
Given the historical supply gaps across the
value chain, consumers cannot be blamed for
relying on self-generation to keep theirhomes
and businesses running. Our objective is not
toarbitrarily restrict generators, but to render
them obsolete through grid reliability and
alternative environmentally friendly power
sources.
In several industrial and residential clusters
across Lagos, targeted off-grid and embedded
power solutions already deliver near 24-hour
supply, effectively eliminating reliance on
generators. By aggressively scaling embedded
generation, expanding independent power
projects (IPPs), and holding DisCos account-
able to strict operational standards, we are
building a framework to make uninterrupted
grid power the standard across all of Lagos,
our long-term strategy.
There are accusations that petrol stations
and DisCo suppliers collaborate in low-brow
areas to deliberately disrupt electricity sup-
ply to drive sales. What's your take on this?

LASERC maintains an absolute zero-tolerance
policy for market manipulation, anti-con-
sumer conduct, or unethical practices. The
idea that electricity supply could be deliber-
ately suppressed for commercial gain else-
where is unacceptable.

We take such allegations seriously, but we
would not conclude that there is a deliberate
collaboration between petrol stations and
DisCos without evidence. The regulator’s
responsibility is to investigate objectively,
establish the facts and take appropriate action
where a regulatory breach is established.

We encourage consumers and community
structures to report suspicious supply pat-
terns to the Commission. Any verified
instance of collusion between distribution
personnel and commercial fuel vendors will
face severe regulatory sanctions, operational
license review, and immediate criminal pros-
ecution.

Read the remaining part of this interview on

www.guardian.ng
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By Maria Diamond

OR EVERY WOMAN with the correct

female gene XX, this comes as a familiar

problem, a wardrobe filled with beauti-
ful things she no longer wears. Some pieces
had been bought for weddings, birthdays,
holidays, career milestones and other special
occasions. Others had been purchased for
plans that never quite materialised, some
barely worn; a few still have their tags
attached, still, there is a constant humorous
reality of buying clothes for the woman she
hoped to become, for impromptu events she
anticipates to attend in order to avoid being
caught off guard - she needs to have every
clothing appropriate for all functions, so
long as she can afford it.

The reality however is, a lot of these women
still gets to a crossroad of helplessness where
they feel like they don’t have any clothing at
all when it’s times to attend a new function,
automatically condemning every beautiful
clothing in the wardrobe to a stale state of
unusable - going again with the need for
something new.

This unfathomable women’s reality, espe-
cially lovers of fashion, is why Oluyemisi
Fadahunsi sees this idle clothing hanging in
the wardrobe beyond a state of stale fashion.
For her, “It is value. It is commerce. It is cul-
ture. And increasingly, it is also an opportuni-
ty to rethink how society consumes and dis-
poses of the things it owns.”

Value Sitting Idle

For Fadahunsi these were not simply
unwanted clothes. They represented value
sitting idle in the wardrobe. She realised
there was immense value locked away in peo-
ple’s closets and there was a need to create an
opportunity to connect that value with peo-

From Wardrobe To Marketplace,
Yemisi Fadahunsi Is Giving Every
Woman’s Fashion A Second Life

ple who would genuinely love and wear those
pieces sitting idle in the wardrobe.

This realisation is the reason behind Eko
Fashion Loop (EFL), the curated preloved fash-
ion platform founded by Fadahunsi to give
quality fashion pieces a second life while
encouraging Nigerians to think differently
about ownership, consumption and value.
“This is a familiar problem with most women;
even some men have become guilty of this. I
see a lot of people around me with wardrobes
filled with quality dresses, designer pieces,
handbags, shoes and accessories they hardly
used. At the same time, there were people
actively looking for those very items but who
might not have been able, or willing, to pay
the full retail price for them.”

The Insight

In Nigeria, many people still do not think of
clothing and accessories as assets once they
have served their immediate purpose. When
they declutter, they may give items away, pass
them to relatives or simply put them away
and forget about them.

Fadahunsi believes there is another possibil-
ity. “We already understand this concept with
cars, electronics, furniture, and even proper-
ty. We comfortably buy and sell pre-owned
assets because we recognise their value. Our
question is: why should quality fashion be
any different?”

Atthe heartof this is a simple concept: create

shoes, blazer or Nigerian-designed
outfit can continue creating
value when it moves into anoth-
er wardrobe.

This is the essence of circular
fashion: keeping products in
use for longer rather than con-
stantly producing, purchas-
ing and discarding new ones.
Beyond Environmental

Sustainability
2 Beyond environmental sus-
tainability, there is also

access. “Nigeria has one
of the world’s
youngest popula-
tions, and young
Nigerians are more
connected to global
fashion than ever
before. Social media,
e-commerce and dig-
ital platforms have

. exposed consumers
to brands and design-
ers from around the

a trusted marketplace where peo-
ple can buy and resell quality fash-
ion pieces, unlock value
from their wardrobes
and participate in a
more circular way of
consuming fashion.

This was the insight
that eventually led
Fadahunsi to the
rebranding and
expansion of Eko
Fashion Loop. But
for her, this is not
merely  another
online marketplace.
It is an attempt to

E}ilscrll]glgs ;:;E?osﬁt world. The challenge
According to in Nigeria however, is
Fadahunsi the philos- s that awareness does

not always trans-
late into access,”
Fadahunsi stated.

She continued:
“There are young
people who know
exactly what they
want but may find
certain brands too
expensive or diffi-
cult to obtain.

ophy of Eko Fashion A\
Loop is that a beau- i
tiful dress should
not  necessarily
have only one
owner. A designer
handbag does not
lose its usefulness
because its first
owner has moved
on. A quality pair of

»

Oluyemisi Fadahunsi

By Suliyat Tella

ROM heading universities to managing academic

institutions and shaping policies, women are

increasingly taking on responsibilities that extend
beyond the traditional classroom in Nigeria’s education
sector. Their contributions to the country’s educational
development continue to attract attention.

Mariam Adetoun Zakariyah is one of those women driv-
ing this excellent narrative. Her appointment as the 10th
Bursar and first woman to occupy the position at the
University of Ibadan (UI), Nigeria’s premier university
marks a significant milestone in the institution’s 78-year
history.

While women have made significant contributions to
the country’s education sector, their presence in top
administrative positions continues to
attract attention, particularly when =" -
appointments represent a /
departure from established .
institutional patterns. 4,

At the University of
Ibadan, Zakariyah’s emer-
gence as the first female
Bursar provides an exam-
ple of a woman attain-
ing a senior leadership
position through |
years of professional |
service within the
institution.

Zakariyah’s
appointment fol-
lows more than
two decades of
service in the /
university’s
financial
admin-

Mariam Zakariyah

N \ ‘ \

Mariam Zakariyah: An Inspiration To The Girl-Child,
A Reflection Of Professional Competence

istration, where she has risen through the ranks and
gained experience across various departments.

In a congratulatory message signed by the Muslim
Ummah of South-West Nigeria (MUSWEN)’s president,
Alhaji Rasaki Oladejo, and the Executive Secretary,
Professor Wole Abbas, describes her appointment as an
inspiration for the girl-child and a reflection of the confi-
dence placed in her professional competence and record
of service.

As she takes on the responsibilities of the office,
Zakariyah brings with her an extensive understanding of
the university’s financial operations and the demands of
managing the resources of a complex academic institu-

%, tion.

Her journey at the University of Ibadan began on
August 29, 2000, when she joined the Bursary
Department as a Higher Executive Officer
. (Accounts) in the Loans and Advances Section.

Over the years, she worked across various sec-
tions of the university’s financial administration,
gaining experience in accounting, revenue

management and institutional finance.

She subsequently served as a Finance Officer
in several faculties, institutes and the
- Postgraduate College before becoming Chief
| Accountant in the Treasury Office. In 2019, she
was appointed Deputy Bursar, a position she held
until her elevation to the office of Bursar.

Her career progression reflects a professional
~ journey that has largely taken place within the
f- university she now serves as a principal officer.
g _ She worked her way through various posi-

| 5 . tions in the Bursary Department,
il i *_ building an understanding of the
university’s financial systems

-L-‘-r:}_ and administrative processes
; ~, over the years.

e At the University of
\ Ibadan, Zakariyah has
. been involved in several
- | initiatives aimed at
. improving financial
| management. One of
| the initiatives associ-

| ated with her work
was the digitisation of

e

the Receivable Unit

through the introduction of an electronic receipt sys-
tem. According to MUSWEN, the initiative reduced paper
usage by about 80 per cent and helped address revenue
leakages. She also participated in clearing financial state-
ment backlogs covering the period from 2016 to 2019
and contributed to the institutionalisation of tax com-
pliance procedures, which reportedly reduced regulato-
ry queries. Through monitoring the Government
Integrated Financial Management Information System
(GIFMIS), she helped facilitate the timely processing of
staff salaries following the release of funds. She was also
involved in the NELFUND refund process.

In addition, Zakariyah participated in the procurement
process for the JOEL JEM 1400 Flash Transmission
Electron Microscope for the university. The equipment
was described in the congratulatory message as the only
one of its kind in West Africa, while the procurement
process reportedly saved the institution millions of
naira.

Beyond her administrative responsibilities, Zakariyah
has continued to develop her professional credentials.
She is a Fellow of the Institute of Chartered Accountants
of Nigeria (ICAN), having become an associate member
of the institute in 2002 and attaining fellowship in 2014.
Her academic background includes a National Diploma
and Higher National Diploma in Accountancy from The
Polytechnic, Ibadan. She also holds a B.Sc. in Economics
from Ambrose Alli University, Ekpoma, an MBA and an
M.Sc. in Accounting from the University of Ibadan, as
well as a Diploma in Information Technology from HiiT
Plc, Ibadan. Her professional achievements began
attracting recognition early in her career. In 1998, she
was named the Overall Best Graduating Student in
Accountancy at The Polytechnic, Ibadan. She also
received the Best Graduating Female Accounting
Student Award from the Society for Women Accountants
of Nigeria (SWAN), alongside the Best Student Award
from the National Association of Polytechnic
Accountancy Students, The Polytechnic, Ibadan Chapter.

In 2020, she received the SWAN Award for Woman of
Excellence.

However, the significance of the appointment will
extend beyond its historical value. Her tenure will also
be shaped by the financial and administrative demands
of the university, including the need to strengthen
accountability, improve revenue management and sup-
port the institution’s broader operations.
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By Ann Godwin

OLLOWING in the footsteps of Rivers-born music stars

such as Burna Boy and Duncan Mighty, a new genera-
tion of artistes is gradually finding its voice on Nigeria’s
vibrant music scene.

Among them is young Afrobeats singer and songwriter,
Qillahboy, who is steadily building a name with his dis-
tinctive sound and storytelling.

Born Precious John Ogisi, but popularly known as
Qillahboy, the rising artiste is carving a niche for himself
with songs including Hallelujah, Nobody, Superstar, and
Everyday.

For Qillahboy, however, music goes beyond entertain-
ment. [t is a reflection of life — its struggles, triumphs, cel-
ebrations and changing seasons. His music, he says,
draws heavily from his personal experiences.

At the heart of his emerging musical identity is a simple
but powerful symbol — the rose. To him, the flower repre-
sents the different emotions, experiences and phases
that define the human journey.

From weddings and birthdays to marriage proposals
and even burial ceremonies, Qillahboy believes the rose
can take on different meanings depending on the
moment.

“Just as the rose fits into different moments and emo-
tions, my music is made to connect with different parts
of life,” he said.

He captures this philosophy in his signature phrase:
“One Rose. Many Stories. Different Phases. One
Qillahboy.”

“Idon’t just want to make songs; I want to tell stories and
create music for different phases of life,” he said.

A Childhood Shaped By Music
Qillahboy’s relationship with music began long before
he entered the recording studio professionally.

As a child, his grandmother took him to Baptist Church
conventions and music and dance gatherings across
communities in Odual, his place of origin in Rivers State,
as well as in Bayelsa State.

There, he encountered people singing, playing drums
and dancing together —experiences that introduced him
to the emotional power and communal spirit of music.

Those early encounters, he says, laid the foundation for
his love of music and eventually influenced his decision
to make it a career.

At six, he joined his local church choir, initially not as a
singer but as a drummer. “I've always been surrounded
by music. From a young age, I remember going with my

grandmother to Baptist Church conventions in different -] s ] is

communities of Odual, where I come
from, and even in Bayelsa State,as iy
well as music and dance gath- /w285
erings where people would
sing, play drums and
dance together. s
“At the age of six, I
joined the church
choir, not as a
singer at first, but
as a drummer. 1 - @
played the A
drums in our
local church /°
and when- /
ever  we
went for
conven-
tions.
still
play
the

#

I

drums 8
and key-
board in my j
church  till
today.

“That experi-
ence made
me fall in
love with
music.

Eventually, I
started singing
myself and
realised  that
music was the 8 ;
best way for me #*
to express my

Qillahboy: Another
Rivers-born Talent Rising

On Afrobeats Scene

emotions, share my life experiences, and allow people to
connect with both my struggles and happiest moments,”
he said.

That early exposure continues to influence his approach
to music, which combines personal experiences with
melodies intended to resonate with listeners across dif-
ferent stages of life.

Building the Qillahboy identity

Beyond his songs, Qillahboy is also building a communi-
ty around his brand. His fans, whom he calls
Qillahbeings, are central to his vision of creating music
that goes beyond individual releases to foster a sense of
belonging.

Looking ahead, the artiste hopes to establish himself as
an African act with an audience beyond the continent.
“In the next five years, I see myself as an established
African artiste with a strong global presence. I want my
music to reach different parts of the world and connect
with people from different cultures.

“I also see myself building a strong community of
Qillahbeings, releasing meaningful projects, performing
on bigger stages, collaborating with great artistes and
creating opportunities for other
young talents.
) __ “Most importantly, I want

3 & Qillahboy to become
- more than just a name. [
¢ want the rose to repre-
b sent a story of growth,
resilience and the dif-
"ferent phases of life. I
want people to hear
my music and feel like
their own story

being
told,” he
said.

New music, bigger plans

As part of efforts to deepen his connection with his grow-
ing audience, Qillahboy has released a new single, Go
Qillah, on September 25 and plan is underway to follow
up with an EP scheduled for release on October 30. The
artiste will round off the release calendar with his
Homecoming Concert on November 28.

For Qillahboy, however, the journey is bigger than the
releases, performances and growing fan base. It is about
using music to document his experiences while giving
listeners a soundtrack for their own.

“I'm not just making music; I'm telling my story. And I
promise to make my supporters, the Qillahbeings,
proud. Always remember, it's Qillahboy when you see the
rose,” the
artiste said.

‘In the next five years, I see myself as an
established African artiste with a strong
global presence. I want my music to reach
different parts of the world and connect
with people from different cultures. I also
see myself building a strong community of
Qillahbeings, releasing meaningful proj-
ects, performing on bigger stages, collabo-
rating with great artistes and creating
opportunities for other young talents.’

‘I'm not just making music; I'm telling my
story. And I promise to make my support-
ers, the Qillahbeings, proud. Always
remember, it’s Qillahboy when you see the
rose.
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By Daniel Anazia

ETERAN singer, Salawa Abeni, popular-

ly known as the ‘Queen of Waka Music’,

a crown bestowed on her by the late
Alaafin of Oyo, Oba Lamidi Olayiwola
Adeyemi II], in 1992, has opened up about
some of the difficult moments in her
decade-long music career, claiming that
jealousy and diabolical (spiritual) acts by
senior colleagues who felt threatened by
her early rise nearly brought her journey to
anend.

Speaking on Channels Television’s ‘Rubbin’
Minds’ recently, the 65-year-old singer, who
began her professional career in 1976 with
the release of her debut album, Late General
Murtala Ramat Mohammed, is widely recog-
nised as one of the prominent voices in
Nigerian waka music, said she faced chal-
lenges that went beyond the usual strug-
gles associated with the entertainment
industry.

According to Abeni, some people were
uncomfortable with her success and
allegedly worked against her career
because of jealousy. She claimed that she
experienced what she described as spiritual
or diabolical attacks, which at some point
threatened her ability to continue making
music.

Recalling a childhood shaped by an early
passion for music, the Gentle Lady, Kadara,
Mo Tun De, among others, said she devel-
oped an interest in music performance at
the age of nine, and often joined older musi-
cians on stage whenever they invited her
along. That early exposure, however, came
with its own difficulties.

The renowned singer noted that rather
than facing mere professional rivalry, she
encountered sinister plots orchestrated to
sabotage her health, voice, and livelihood.
She recounted how, because of her small
stature, she needed a stool just to reach the
microphone whenever it was her turn to
sing.

“So, they (the elderly ones) would sing
before I got there. But when it was time for
me, they would give me a stool to stand on
so my mouth could reach the microphone.
So when it was time for me to sing, my
brother, my voice would go.I couldn’tsing,”
she recalled.

Further Speaking, Abeni attributed the
repeated physical breakdowns during the
period not to ordinary stage fright, but to

Salawa Abeni:
Jealousy, Spiritual
Attacks Nearly
Ended My Career

something more deliberate. “Sometimes, I
would even vomit blood. But what could I do?
It's along journey. There are a lot of obstacles.
You know, how do I say it in Yoruba... in
English. Like, ‘You, this small girl, who are
your parents? Where do you come from?”

She rejected the suggestion that the inci-
dents were mere superstition and insisted the
attacks were both real and intentional. “In
English, it is known as jealousy,” the Iba
Omode Iba Agba, Iroyin Mecca, Ija O Dara, and
Ikilo crooner said, as she recounted an occa-
sion when technical equipment allegedly pre-
vented her voice from being heard during a
performance.

“Diabolical is not superstition,” Abeni said as
she illustrated her point with two specific
memories. “Let me take you back to one expe-
rience, at a venue another artiste/band was
performing; we were made to wait backstage
until they had finished performing. They were
singing before I arrived, but my band was
there too.

“So we decided to wait. I sat down, and we
watched. When it was my turn to sing, the
equipment linking the microphones —the
amplifier— to bring out our voices and tone
mysteriously failed, So nobody could hear me
and listen to me.”

In another instance, she recalled sitting close
to a fellow performer before a show when rain
suddenly began falling directly over the spot
where she was due to sing, scattering the
crowd that had gathered to watch her.

“Another time, we went together to play;
when it was my turn, as you were sitting here
and [ was sitting here...as we sat beside each
other, very close like this, rain suddenly started
falling right where I was standing. People
who wanted to watch me perform ran
away. Itis tough,” Abeni stated.

Her latest revelation offers another

Bigi Soundcity On Tour Ends On High Note

ABA College of Technology, Lagos, came

alive recently as music, dance and youth-

ful energy took over the campus, bring-
ing the YABATECH edition of Soundcity
OnTour to an electrifying close.

The three-day campus experience,

which kicked off on September 15, brought
together music, talent and entertainment,
culminating in the much-anticipated final of
the Bigi Music competition. Witha 1million
cash prize and the opportunity to take their
talent toan even bigger stage at stake, emerg-
ing artistes took to the stage to compete for
the campus crown.
When the final performance ended, Oladapo
Taiwo Opeyemi emerged winner, earning
the top spot after a keenly contested compe-
tition.

Theanacho Favour Emeka emerged first
runner-up, while Anikene Victor Chidera fin-
ished as second runner-up, rounding off a
competitive night that showcased the
diverse sounds, personalities and perform-
ance styles of YABATECH's emerging talents.
But the Bigi Music Competition was only one
part of the excitement.

The Fearless Dance Challenge added
another burst of energy to the experience, as
students took over the stage with impressive
moves, creativity and self-expression. The
performances, cheers and crowd reactions
captured the free-spirited atmosphere that
defined the YABATECH edition of Soundcity
OnTour.

The energy continued into the concert, as

Modola, Tariq, Syemca, Slimcase, Mr
and Kodee, alongside Duuwa and
Rukmani, delivered performances that
kept students singing, dancing and fully
immersed in the moment.

For a campus already buzzing with
excitement, the performances
transformed the evening into a
vibrant entertainment experi-
ence, bringing students
together through music,
dance and shared moments.

Beyond the lights, music

and celebration, however, was
a broader purpose: creating
platforms where young
Nigerians can express them-
selves, showcase their abili-
ties and connect talent with
opportunity.
Speaking on the activation,
Ekuma Eze, Head of Corporate Affairs
and Sustainability, Rite Foods Limited, said the
Bigi and Fearless brands remained commit-
ted to creating meaningful platforms for
young Nigerians to express their creativity.

“Young people are not waiting for cul-
ture to happen; they are creating it every day.
Through the Bigi and Fearless brands, we
want to meet them where that creativity is
most visible and give them platforms
where they can express themselves, discov-
er their capabilities and connect with
opportunities beyond the immediate
moment,” he said.

glimpse into the
personal battles
behind a career
that has survived for
decades. For her,
what could have
been the end of her
musical journey ulti-
mately became
another chap-
ter in a career
defined by
resilience.

Pix: Salawa
Abeni

By David Emokpae

N the world of music, not every remarkable

voice begins in the spotlight. Some voices

are first discovered behind the scenes, sup-
porting other artistes, strengthening
melodies, adding depth to performances and
quietly helping to create the moments audi-
ences remember.

For Olatunji Abosede Imoleayo, that jour-
lishing her own identity as a musi-
cian is a story of passion, persist-
ence, versatility and an unwaver-
Born on 11 July 1993 in
Sagamu, Ogun State, Nigeria,
Abosede Olatunji, popularly
a Imoleayo, has steadily
carved a place for herself
within Nigeria’s vibrant
performance
landscape.
Her jour-
reminder
- that
_ musi-

ney from supporting others to estab-
ing love for music.
\J
known by her other name
entertainment and live-
ney is a
cal

greatness is
not always
. % measured
® by how
4 quickly

The Rising Journey Of Olatunji
Abosede Imoleayo

artiste becomes famous. Sometimes, it is
built gradually, one rehearsal at a time, one
performance after another, one song after
another, and through years of learning how
to understand music, audiences and the
stage.

For Abosede, “music is more than sim-
ply singing words to a melody. It is a means
of expression, connection and communica-
tion.”

A gifted vocalist understands that a
song can communicate emotions that ordi-
nary conversation sometimes cannot. A
well-delivered note can evoke memories; a
carefully controlled harmony can trans-
form a performance; and the right vocal
interpretation can turn an ordinary musical
presentation into an unforgettable experi-
ence.

Itis this understanding that has contin-
ued to shape Abosede’s devel-

opment as a musician. Her
experience in live per-
formances has exposed
her to different audi-
ences, musical arrange-
© ments, stages and perform-
_.P ance environments. Rather
¥ than limiting herself to one set-
ting, she has “embraced opportu-
nities to sing at shows and events,
developing the confidence and adapt-
ability required of a modern perform-
ing artiste.

For Abosede, “this experience has
been an important part of my musical edu-
cation. Working alongside other musicians
has allowed me to understand the disci-
pline that comes with professional perform-
ance. It has also provided opportunities to
observe different musical styles, learn how
artistes interact with bands and audiences,
and appreciate the importance of team-
work in producing a successful perform-
ance.”

Behind the scenes, she has “learned that
great musicis rarely the achievement of one
person alone. It is often the result of several
talented individuals working together, lis-
tening to one another and understanding
their individual roles.”

T
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By Maria Diamond

N a constantly evolving global sphere

where digitisation is the architecture of

fundamental innovations in all sectors
even as Artificial Intelligence (AI) rapidly
takes precedence, there is no wondering why
the theme for the 2026 World Tourism Day
(WID), a yearly global commemoration on
September 27 to raise global awareness on
the social, political, economic and cultural
impact of travel and hospitality, is ‘Digital
Agenda and Artificial Intelligence to
Redesign Tourism’.

To ensure the travel and hospitality industry
is on track, the 2026 WTD theme according to
the United Nations (UN) Tourism, explores
how Al can help create smarter, more inclu-
sive and sustainable tourism by enhancing
decision making, strengthening skills, and
improving the way destinations are experi-
enced and managed.

“Artificial intelligence is increasingly shap-
ing how we travel, how we work and how we
connect and Al can help build a more effi-
cient and resilient tourism sector,” Secretary-
General of UN Tourism Shaikha Al Nuwais
stated.

Nuwais also reiterated on a clearly global
challenge of technology disconnect on book-
ings, payments and data. So for the 2026 WID
“We commit to connecting what's discon-
nected and to building a tourism sector
where technology strengthens every liveli-
hood - this is the future worth travelling
towards.”

For Antonio Guterres, the Secretary-General

UN, WID celebrates the many ways tourism
connects cultures and enriches lives. “This
year, it also asks what kind of future we want
for tourism. The theme, “Digital Agenda and
Artificial Intelligence to Redesign Tourism,”
reflects one of the defining transformations
of our time.
“Al is changing how travellers choose desti-
nations, how the industry operates, and how
travel experiences are designed. It can
strengthen small businesses, improve servic-
es and create new opportunities. Yet left
unchecked, it can funnel tourists to the same
few places and platforms, leaving many
worthwhile destinations behind.”

Guterres underscores the necessity for tech-
nology to serve humanity by building a digi-
tal future for tourism that is open, inclusive
and human while harnessing these new
tools to drive sustainable development
for all. “Tourism workers, local com-
munities and emerging destina-
tions must help shape what
comes next. This requires
investing in digital skills,
widening access to technology,
and ensuring innovation bene-
fits the people and places that
make tourism possible.”

Amidst the global commemora-
tion of the 2026 WID is the
resounding question of where
Nigeria’s tourism stands
ondigitisation and
AI?

While the
Federal
Government
is  putting
efforts into
digitising
tourism
through
national
tech plat-
forms,
public-pri-
vate part-
nerships
and data
driven coor-
dination tools such
as the National
Tourism App and
Database;
NITOUREY  plat-
form launched by

WID 2026: FG, Carnival Calabar X Nugi
Technologies Driving Nigeria’s Travel,
Tourism, Hospitality Digitisation

Ugi Augustine Ugi

Hannatu Musawa

the Nigeria Tourism Development Authority
(NTDA); “Ember to Remember” Digital
Calendar launched by the Federal Ministry of
Art, Culture, Tourism and Creative Economy
in partnership with MyCityApp to map out
festivals, concerts and cultural celebrations
across Nigeria from September to December,
Carnival Calabar which was officially ranked
on the international tourism documenta-
tion and festival calendar listing as the 4th
biggest carnival globally and the 1st in West
Africain 2019, stands out in it new digital evo-
lution and redesigning of Africa’s biggest
street party in partnership with Nugi
Technologies.

Responding to how Carnival
Calabar is using digital agenda
and artificial intelligence to
redesign Nigeria’'s premiere
tourism product, the President,
Nugi Group, Ugi Augustine Ugi
' said: “the Carnival Commission, in
partnership with Nugi
Technologies, is introducing digital
solutions that will make Carnival
calabar, popularly known as
Africa’s biggest street party
more  accessible,
participatory,
transparent and
connected to
audiences
across
globe.
“One of the
key areas of
this transfor-
mation is
the digitisa-
tion of
Carnival
member-
ship and vot-
ing. Through
the digital
membership plat-
form, people can reg-
ister and become
part of their pre-
ferred  Carnival
bands in a more

the

\
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“Technology is not meant to
replace our culture; it is simply
giving our culture through
tourism a bigger stage”

structured way.
“This is particularly important because we
want the Carnival to be able to connect with
people beyond Cross River State and Nigeria.
Someone sitting in Lagos, London,
Johannesburg, or anywhere in the world
should be able to engage with Carnival
Calabar and feel that they are part of the
experience,” Ugi said.
Carnival Calabar X Nugi Technologies On
Global Participation Via Digital Ecosystem

Ugi reiterates that the digital voting plat-
form is another important step. It provides
an opportunity to make participation in
Carnival voting more accessible and trans-
parent, allowing people to participate digi-
tally rather than limiting the experience to
those physically present in Calabar.
“We also see the My crossriver App playing an
important role in this broader digital ecosys-
tem. My crossriver App is designed as a digi-
tal gateway connecting citizens and visitors
to Cross River State and its services, informa-
tion and experiences. Carnival Calabar is one
of the experiences that is benefiting from
that ecosystem.”
My crossriver App: Linking The Carnival
With Global Audiences

According to Ugi, the opportunity is to
make the Carnival discoverable and accessi-
ble through a digital platform that people
can already use to connect with Cross River
State. From information about Carnival
activities and events to participation,
tourism and engagement opportunities, the
My crossriver platform helps create a
stronger digital connection between the
State, the Carnival and its audiences. “But
digital transformation goes beyond simply
creating apps. The real value is in the infor-
mation and insights that these platforms
generate and how we use them responsibly

to understand our audience better. This is
where Artificial Intelligence becomes increas-
ingly important.”

How Al opens up opportunities around
tourism, sponsorship, ticketing, merchan-
dise, vendors others

Al will help analyse participation patterns,
audience interests and engagement around
the Carnival. It can help the carnival commis-
sion organisers understand where visitors are
coming from, what experiences they are inter-
ested in and how people are responding to
different aspects of the festival - Ugi stated.
“That information can support better plan-
ning and open up new opportunities around
tourism, sponsorship, ticketing, merchan-
dise, vendors and other areas of the Carnival
economy. For example, if we understand the
interests and behaviour of the Carnival
Calabar audiences better, we can create more
relevant experiences for them and also pro-
vide sponsors and businesses with better
insights into the people they are trying to
reach.”

Carnival Calabar: Towards Data-Driven,
Globally Accessible Cultural Ecosystem

Technology is not meant to replace what
makes Carnival Calabar special, which is the
‘culture’. Ugi emphasises that culture remains
the heart of the Carnival. Technology is simply
giving our culture through tourism a bigger
stage.

“Our vision is to see Carnival Calabar evolve
from an annual street celebration into a con-
nected, data-driven and globally accessible
cultural ecosystem; one that creates opportu-
nities for participants, businesses, sponsors,
tourists and the people of Cross River State.
“The digitisation of membership and voting,
together with platforms such as My
CrossRiver app, represents an important step
in that direction.

Ultimately, we want to preserve the soul,
colour and excitement of Carnival Calabar
while using technology, data and artificial
intelligence to take its reach and impact to an
even wider global audience,” Ugi stated.

FG’s 100-Day Tourism Calendar

Designed as a centralised digital gateway to
aggregate Nigeria's festivals, concerts, cultur-
al events, and lifestyle experiences, the 100-
Day Tourism Calendar: Unveiled during the
Ember to Remember National Stakeholders’
Conference in Lagos, powers a 100-day festive
calendar running from September to
December. It connects domestic travellers,
the diaspora, and international visitors with
events across all 36 states and the FCT.

The initiative, according to the Minister of
Arts, Culture, Tourism, and the Creative
Economy Hannatu Musawa is targeted
towards harnessing the year-end festive surge
to unlock a projected $100 billion tourism
and creative economy by 2030.

This according to the Minister will aid high-
grade tourism statistics and data integration
to map out travel trends and industry per-
formance. “Visitors generate economic value
across aviation, transportation, hospitality,
entertainment, retail, technology, artisanship
and local communities. This initiative would
organise, package, promote and monetise
one of the country’s most economically active
periods.”

There is no doubt that Nigeria’s travel indus-
try is increasingly seeking digital solutions to
improve how visitors discover destinations,
attractions and tourism experiences and to
achieve this optimally, Musawa during the
just concluded 2026 Akwaaba Africa Travel
Market implores tourism stakeholders to
leverage accurate data, technology and col-
laboration to unlock the economic potential
of the industry.
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By Stephen Wolemonwu

Obedience Unlocks Miracles (Luke 17:14)

HEALING came as the lepers obeyed Jesus’
command to show themselves to the
priest. Obedience positioned them for mira-
cles.Isaiah 119 declares: “Ifye be willing and obe-
dient, ye shall eat the good of the land.”

The priest was the right person with the
rightauthority to certify cleansing. This de-
tail underscores the importance of divine
order. Not everyone is the right person for
every assignment. Misplaced expecta-
tions lead to frustration. Many today
confuse roles by seeking business advice
from entertainers, medical solutions
from spiritual houses, or spiritual coun-
sel from secular mentors. Respecting God’s s
order of assignments brings results. :

For theologians, this passage illustrates
the interplay between law and grace.

Jesus honours the Mosaic re-
quirement of priestly cer-
tification while simul-
taneously transcending

it. He directs the lepers

to the priest, yet He

Rescuing Your Loved One Who Is Blindly In Love

By Charles Ighele

N myarticle in this column,
I wrote about how I was
blindly in love.

After about three days of my
being sacked and conse-
quent depression, my eyes
became open to the fact that1
was an idiot. The signals that
this girl will never make a
good wife were many butIig-
nored them.

Chai! It was much later that
[ realised if she had not
sacked me, 1 would have
ended up marrying her and
would have been one of the
miserable husbands on
earth. I would not have also
fulfilled my God-ordained

From The Rector

Ibru International Ecumenical Centre, Agharha-Otor Delta State. www.ibrucentre.org

Appreciation Brings Appreciation: Thank You, Is The Currency (2)

Himselfis the ultimate High Priest who declares
wholeness. Obedience to Christ’s word bridges

law and grace, ritual and reality.
Handling God’s Favour (Luke 17:15-19)

The nine mishandled favour by forgetting the
Source. They returned to families, priests, and
businesses, but neglected gratitude. The Samar-
itan alone recognised that favour

is stewardship, not entitle-
ment.

Opportunities are divine
entrustments. They test
whether we will glorify
God or ourselves. Favour
must be used to serve,
not exploit. Gratitude
multiplies favour. The
Samaritan’s thanksgiving
turned cleansing into
wholeness.

For schol-

\ Stephen Wolemonwu

destiny. I am still very grate-
ful to God today that even
while I was yet a sinner, He
put insurmountable road
blocks on my path without
which I would have walked
like a nama (cow) to the
slaughter.

From my years of being a
marriage and family coun-
sellor, I have found out that
the following are among the
steps that people take to res-
cue their loved ones who are
blindly in love.

« Some approach the matter
like Samson’s father and
mother as can be seen in
Judges 14:1516. All they could
say as stated in Judges 14:3

was “Is there no other woman
inthe whole of Israel thatyou
can pick to be a wife, apart
from this pagan Philistine?”
Samson, seeing that his par-
ents were very soft on him
took advantage of their soft-
ness and replied, “Get her for
me; for she pleases me well”
« Another approach families
use torescue their loved ones
who are blindly in love is to
shout, scream and threaten
that they will not attend the
wedding. The way some blind
lovers respond to this tactics
is to abscond.
o A third approach some
family members use is to go
and threaten the lady orman

ars, this passage raises questions of ethics and
stewardship. How do believers handle divine
favour in contexts of power, privilege, and op-
portunity? Do we treat favour as self-acquired,
or do we return to the Source in gratitude?

The Samaritan’s act of thanksgiving is both
theological and ethical. Itacknowledges God’s
sovereignty and models responsible stew-
ardship.

How to Appreciate God and Life
Gratitude is not passive; itis active investment.
It manifests in several ways:

« Say Thank You — Acknowledge the Source
(Psalm103:2). Gratitude is remembrance in ac-
tion.

o Give Back— Sow into others (Luke 6:38). Ap-
preciation is not just words; it is giving back.

o Show Loyalty — Commitment creates des-
tiny (Ruth 1:16). Loyalty is appreciation ex-
pressed in covenant.

« Honour — Respect multiplies favour (1
Samuel 2:30). Honour is appreciation ex-
pressed in reverence.

« SowKindness—Everyactofkindnessisa de-
positin heaven’s bank (Proverbs 19:17).

For theologians, these practices embody a the-
ology of reciprocity. Gratitude is not merely ver-
tical (toward God) butalso horizontal (toward

others). It integrates doxology with ethics, wor-
ship with service.
Gratitude to Wholeness

Nine were cleansed; one was made whole. Je-
sus said: “Arise, go thy way; thy faith hath made
thee whole.” Gratitude plus faith equals total
restoration.

Wholeness is more than physical healing. It is
restoration of identity, dignity, and destiny.
The Samaritan leper rose above his past, pro-
gressed forward,and entered fullness of life. Grat-
itude revealed his faith, and faith secured his
wholeness.

For scholars, this distinction between cleans-
ing and wholeness is crucial. Cleansing ad-
dresses the symptom; wholeness addresses the
system. Cleansing removes impurity; wholeness
restores humanity. Gratitude is the hinge that
transforms healing into holistic restoration.
Conclusion

Gratitude is the divine economy for increase.
Nine were cleansed, but one was made whole.
Thanksgiving is not weakness but wealth. When
you cultivate the culture of “Thank You,” your life
appreciates.

o The Ven. (Dr) Stephen Wolemonwu, Rector, The
Ibru Ecumenical Centre, Agbarha-Otor stephen-
wolemonwu@gmail.com, 08035413812.

their loved one is blindly in
Tove with, with words such as,
“leave my son alone” or “leave
mydaughteralone.” Ayoung
man got angry with his
mother and loved ones for
going to harass his “inno-
cent” girl. A woman whose
son was blindly in love used
this third approach some
weeks ago in Ughelli, Delta
State, Nigeria. She went to tell

the blind lover with quarrel-
some words such as, “We are
praying and fasting for you.
You will never marry
him/her.”

Pray and fast secretly but
once within respectable in-
tervals, you sit the blind lover
down and begin to paint the
picture of how the marriage
is likely to be and likely to
end. Make the person know
that you love him/her and
you hate to see him/her in a

the girl her son was blindlyin
love with to leave her son
alone.

A fight ensued and the
mother of the girl was acci-
dentally stabbed and she
died. What then should be
donetoablind, deafand mad

Ighele

lover? Parents of such a per-
sonand loved ones should in-
dividually or collectively put
such a serious matter into
deep and constant prayer and
fasting without tormenting

marriage that will be filled
with sorrow.

[ pray that your children’s
marriages will bring joy to
your life. Love you!

« Bishop Charles Ighele is the
General Superintendent of
Holy Spirit Mission, Lagos.

‘Why Life Of Purpose, Discipline, Excellence Should Be Embraced’

By Chris Irekamba
THE Venerable Joseph

Adediji  (FIELPN), has
counselled the returning stu-
dents of Igbobi College Yaba,
Lagos to embrace a life of
purpose, discipline, excel-
lence and true greatness as
they resume for the
2026/2027 academic session.
Adediji, who is the principal
of the college, gave the ad-
monition, while receiving
the students for the new aca-
demic term.

In demonstration of his
deep commitment to the
welfare and success of every
child entrusted to the Col-
lege, the cleric, who clad in
the school uniform, deliv-
ered a stirring message on
the assembly ground, titled:
“IlWill Be Great,” drawn from
Genesis 12:1-3.

Explaining the importance
of greatness, Adediji said that

greatness is not measured by
wealth, popularity, social sta-
tus or worldly achievements.
According to him, true great-
ness begins with God, is sus-
tained by obedience, and is
ultimately expressed

through service to humanity.
He called on the students to

b

cultivate unwavering faith,
discipline and obedience in
their daily lives like Abraham
whom God called and in-
structed that he should leave
his comfort zone and jour-
ney into an unknown future.
He admonished them not to
take theiradmission into the

~

College for granted, stressing
that their presence in the in-
stitution is neitheraccidental
nor ordinary, but a privilege
that carries responsibility.

Adediji said: “You have been
brought here for a purpose.
God has positioned you in Ig-
bobi College to be trained,

AN

moulded and prepared for
greatness. The question is
whether you will embrace
the discipline, hard work,
character and obedience re-
quired to fulfil that destiny.”
He urged the students to re-
sist distractions, avoid nega-
tive influences and remain

College Chaplain, The Very Rev'd Philip llori (left); Vice Principal Academic, Ven Enoch Oyenuga; The Principal, Ven Joseph Adediji; Vice Principal
Admin, The Rev'd Olajide Semako; School improvement Coordinator, Mrs Abimbola Onikoro; Bursar, Mr Olusegun Adeosun during the assembly.

focused on their academic,
moral and spiritual develop-
ment.

The principal reminded
them of the College's rich
heritage and charged the stu-
dents to see themselves as
custodians of a legacy built
by generations of distin-
guished Igbobians who have
excelled in leadership, gover-
nance, scholarship and pub-
lic service.

He told the students that no-
table figures such as former
Vice President of Nigeria, Pro-
fessor YemiOsinbajo; former
Governor of Lagos State, Mr.
BabatundeFashola; former
Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, Mr. Femi Gba-
jabiamila, now Chief of Staff
to the President and several
other accomplished Nigeri-
ans whose lives continue to
impact society, passed
through the college.
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God’s Desire For All To Be Saved
Living Waters

By Pastor Lazarus Muoka

Text: 1Timothy 2:3—4 (KJV) “For this is good and acceptable in the
sight of God our Saviour; Who will have all men to be saved, and
to come unto the knowledge of the truth.”

THERE is something precious about the world. Not merely the righteous, but the sinner.

heart of God toward humanity,and that Not merely those who were already serving Him, -

is God’s desire for all to be saved. Salvation ~ but those who were far away from Him. Christ FO un d er / General Ove rseer

isnot God's desire for a selected few;itisHis came because humanity needed salvation. ; . )

gracious invitation to every sinner, everybro-  Jesus did not come into this world merely to The Lord’s Chosen Charismatic

ken heart, every wandering soul,everyman improve people's lives materially. He came to . © .

and woman wr%o will hearg His voice I;.1};1d re- savre) us frc?m sli)n. Hedid not come zimply togive Revival Ministries Worldwide

spond toHis call. God does not delightin the - people prosperity, comfort, houses, cars, or  SzZ=— messages and testimonies visit: www.ticcrm.org 08056889396

destruction of the sinner, but His desire is earthly success. He came to rescue the soul from

that men should turn from their sins, receive ~ eternal destruction and reconcilemantoGod. fore repentance. There are peop]e who Come with a broken and contrite heart.

His mercy, and live. The angel said concerningJesus in Matthew  planned to surrender their lives to Christbut  Isaiah 55:7says, “Let the wicked forsake his way,
The Bible says in Ezekiel 33:11, “Say unto 1:21,“And she shall bring forth a son,andthoushalt  pever gotanother opportunity. Thereare peo- - and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him
them, As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no call hisname ]ESUS:forhe shall save hispeoplefrom p]e who thought they had many years ahead returnunto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon

pleasurein the death ofthe wicked; butthatthe  their sins.” of them, but their earthly journey ended sud-  him; and to our God, for he will abundantly par-
wicked turn from his way and live.” The greatest problem of humanity is sin,and  denly. don.”
What a wonderful revelation of the heart the greatest need of humanity is salvation. Therefore, when God is calling you,donot  The gospel is not merely an invitation to feel

of God! God is not looking for an opportu-  Many people spend their lives pursuing things  harden your heart.2 Corinthians 6:2 says, “Be- better; it is a call to become a new creature in
nity to condemn you, but callingyou tore-  thatcannotsatisfy the soul. Some pursue mon-  hold, now s the accepted time; behold, nowis the - Christ.

pentance. He is stretching forth Hishand of ey, while others pursue fame, pleasure, position,  day of salvation.” 2 Corinthians 5:17 says, “Therefore if any man
mercy. He is giving you another opportunity relatiopships, material possessions apd world-  The word is now. If you are a sinner,nowis be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are
to turn from sin and come back to Him. ly achievements. Yet after obtaining these  thetime torepent.Ifyou have wanderedaway passed away; behold, all things are become new.”

From the beginning, God's planhasbeen  things, theystill discover an emptinesswithin.  from God, now is the time to return. If you The gospelis still God's power unto salvation.
to bring mankind into fellowshipwith His ~ The human soul was created for God,and noth-  have been living a careless Christian life, Jesusis still calling.

Maker. But sin separa_ted man from God. ingelse can t-ake God's plafe. . now is the time to come back to the Lord.If The words of Christ in Matthew 11:28 remain
When Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden  Jesus asked in Mark 8:36, “Forwhat shallitprof-  you have never surrendered your life toJesus  true: “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are
of Eden, sin entered the human family, itaman,ifhe shallgain the wholeworld,andlose  Christ, now is the time. heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”

and the relationship between God and his own soul?” The door of mercy is still open. Jesus gave  Come to Jesus. Come with your burdens. Come

man was broken. Since then, humanity ~ What a question! A person may gain the  Himself so that all may be saved. His blood - with your failures. Come with your brokenness.
has continued to struggle under theburden = whole world and still lose everything thatmat-  was shed for the remission of sins.1John1:7 Come with your past. Come with your tears.

and consequences of sin. ters eternally. You may have everything this  declares, “The blood of Jesus Christ his Son Come with your sins—but come in repen-
The Scripture declares in Romans 3:23,“For  world can offer and yet be spiritually bankrupt.  cleanseth us from all sin.” tance and faith.

all hc,z’ve sinned, and come short of the glory of You may have a beautiful house_ butan unpre- No matter how deep your sin may be, The Saviouris calling because He wantsall to
God. pared soul. Youmay have money in thebankbut  Christ is able to forgive you. No matter how be saved. Do not let another opportunity pass

Notice the word all. Nobody can claimthat - no assurance of eternal life. You may have  faryou have wandered, His grace can reach - you by. Do notwait until tomorrow. Do notal-
he does not need salvation. Wealth cannot  many friends but still be separated from God.  you. No matter how broken your life may low pride, fear, pleasure, friends, possessions,

save a man. Education cannot save aman.  The soulis more valuable than everything this  have become, Jesus can restore you. or the cares of this world to keep you away from

Position cannot save a man. Good family world can give. Thatis why salvationmustnot  The prodigal son wentintoa far countryand Christ.

background cannot save a man. Religious  be treated lightly. wasted his inheritance, butwhen he cameto  The greatest decision you will ever make is the

activities cannot saveaman.Humanmoral-  The tragedy of our generation is thatmany peo-  himself, he arose and went back to his father. decision concerning your soul.

ity cannot remove the guilt of sin. ple are postponing salvation and saying, “I  His father did not reject him. He welcomed ~ One day, this life will end. One day, you will
There is only one answer to the problemof  will give my life to Christlater.Iamstillyoung.  him. stand before your Maker. On that day, the ques-

sin, and that answer is Jesus Christ. There is still time. [ will repent whenTamold-  Thisis the picture of God's mercy toward the tion will not be how much money you made,
God loved humanity somuch thatHe gave ~ er.” But nobody knows how much time he repentant sinner. Jesus said in John 6:37, how famousyou became, or how much prop-

His only begotten Son to die for sinners. has. “Him that cometh to me Iwillinnowise castout.”  erty you acquired. The question will be whether

John 3:16 says, “For God so loved theworld, that ~ The Bible says in Proverbs 27:1, “Boast notthy- ~ What a promise! If you come to Jesus sin- you received Jesus Christ and lived for Him.

he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever  selfoftomorrow; for thou knowestnotwhataday  cerely, He will notrejectyou. Youdonothave ~ May our lives, our churches, our ministries,
believeth in him should not perish, but have ever- - may bring forth.” to clean yourself up before coming to Him. and ourwitness become instruments through
lasting life.” Tomorrow is not promised to anybody.There  Come as you are, but do not remain as you which many souls will hear the gospel, repent
This is the heart of the gospel. God loved the  are people who planned torepentbutdiedbe-  are. Come with repentance. Come with faith. - of their sins, receive Jesus Christ, and be saved.

estimony Of The Lord’s Doing

ROTHER Miracle was full M M M ° .
smanmemeate FITST TIMer Receives Salvation, Healing
testimony podium to give )
his testimony. Our brother those having problems in suddenly stood up and hishealing, hewastoldtogo Revival Ministries, our cle
wholivesin Yaba, Lagos,said ~ their legs to rise and walk. began to walk normally. A to a place where he was brotherreceived hishealing  prayed for the General Over-
he was invited to The Lord’s Immediately, our brother feathecould notachievebe- chargedN60,000forhimto without spending money. seer, his family, and all Cho-
Chosen Charismatic Revival whohad nursedaninjuryin fore. be treated but here in The  Appreciating God forwhat  sen members worldwide,
Ministries for the first time his leg for seventeen years;  Before our brotherreceived ~Lord’s Chosen Charismatic  He has done, Brother Mira-  heaven atlast in Jesus’ name.
by his madam. %5 — - SR N, M o T e A ; :
i ivi 3| i 8 e, L
He said he regretted living § — &,,_,hm} el €

A
his life in sin, smoking, L= L -
drinking, dealing in illicit ]
drugs and doing all manner
of evil things.

Today, Brother Miracle is
thanking God that after lis-
tening to the General Over-
seer’s message, he had no
other option than to give his
life to Jesus Christ that very
day.

Having received Jesus Christ
into his life, our brother said
he was ready for God’s visita-
tion. It so happened that as
the General Overseer was
praying, Brother Miracle
said the man of God men-
tioned his case of seventeen

years and thereafter urged Worshippers testifying after Pastor’s prayer during the crusade organised by The Lord’s Chosen (fharisrhatic Revival Ministris at Ibeju-Lekki, Lagos :..recently.

;
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GOD is an impartial Judge and will judge “the dead, small
and great...according to their works.” He keeps record of
everything everyone has done, including records of people that
have ever lived from the creation of the earth until the time
of the great white throne judgment. Those who died as sinners
will be judged. “And the sea gave up the dead which were in
it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in
them: and they were judged every man according to their
works.” It will be the final reckoning day for unrepentant sin-
ners, whether small or great.

The final day of reckoning will soon come when “the dead,
small and great, [shall] stand before God... and [be] ..judged
...according to their works.” God keeps the record of activity,
character, action and behaviour of both the young and old.
Young people who postpone their salvation until they are much
older risk the wrath and judgment of God. Hence, the Scrip-
ture admonishes, “Remember now thy Creator in the days of
thyyouth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh,
when thou shalt say,  have no pleasure in them.” God’s judg-
ment is for everyone-both small and great. But He will “give
reward to the saints,and them that fear [His| name, small and
great...”

There will also be a fearful retributive damnation for all un-
converted souls, “small and great, [who will] stand before God
[and be|judged.” This should arouse concern in us for our chil-
dren and youths. We should be interested in their salvation.
Judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah in the Bible, came on the
young and old, small and great. When the Antichrist shall come
after the Church is raptured, he too, shall cause “all, both small
and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in
their right hand, or in their foreheads.” To escape the damna-
tion thatawaits both small and great, sinners must repent of
their sins and receive the grace that exonerates from the im-

Springs
Of

Wisdom

By Pastor
W. F. Kumuyi

God Will Judge
Sinners(2)

Christdied so that everyone will escape the judgment of God.
The foremost decision, therefore, of everyone, “both small and
great”, is to become unashamed of Christ and surrender to Him.
The soul of everyone matters in the sight of God. Paul the apos-
tleadmonished Timothy and all believers to “Be not..ashamed
of the testimony of our Lord... but be... partaker([s] of the af-
flictions of the gospel according to the power of God.” If any-
one is ashamed of the salvation of the Lord, judgment will come
on them. The soul of the young is as precious as that of the old.
The small and great will live forever either in heaven or hell.
For this reason, we must not be “ashamed of the gospel of Christ:
for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that be-

The best part of God’s plans for the end of time, is the glori-
ous infinite joy He has reserved for saints in glory. Heaven is
aplace of infinite joy for all who will get there. Death will not
function anymore, people who are in heaven will live forever
in eternal bliss while those in hell will live forever in eternal
pain and agony.

(i). The Eternal Satisfaction for Our Names in the Book of Life,
Luke 10:20-24; Revelation 3:5; 21:1-7,27;19:7-9. There is eternal joy,
happiness and excitement for those who have their names writ-
ten in the Book of Life. How we need to tell recipients of mir-
acles that the greatest miracle is for them to be saved and their
names written in heaven! Those whose names are missing from
the Book of Life will live in endless regret and suffering.

There is endless suffering in hell for “whosoever [will not be|
found written in the book of life.” People who practice religion,
butdo not have assurance that their names are written in the
book oflife should retrace their steps, make a decision and set-
tle with the Lord to escape the eternal suffering that will come
upon sinners and backsliders.

Allwhose names are written in the Book of Life will experience
everlasting state of happiness and blessedness. Paul the apos-
tle, having gone to the third heavens and seen angels, gave as-
surance to the brethren to “Rejoice in the Lord always” because
they were not just servants of God, but people whose names
were written in the Book of Life. As believers, irrespective of what
we may be going through at the moment, we should always
“Rejoice” because our names are written in the book of life.

« Further Reading (King James Version): Revelation 20:11-15;
Revelation 20:12,13; 11:18; 19:18,21; Ecclesiastes 12:1,13,14; Revelation
20:12-15; Genesis 19:4,11,24; Jude 1:7;Revelation 13:16; 14:9-11; Acts
26:22,23,28,29; 2 Timothy 1:8,9; Romans 1:16; Mark 8:36-38; Rev-
elation 20:14,15; Luke 10:20; Revelation 20:14,15; Exodus 32:31-
33; Revelation 22:18,19; Luke 13:23-27; Philippians 4:3,4; Luke

minent judgment.

God’s methods of Communi-
cation (cont)

« Voice of Jesus (ina
Trance )—Acts 10:10, 13,15;11:5;
22:17; 22:18,21

« Jesus’ voice (in visions)—
Acts 9:10; 10:3, 9-20; 16:9; 18:9;
26:19; 2 Cor. 12:1-3.

« God’s voice (in visions)—
Gn. 15:1; Nm 12:6-8; Job 33: 14-18;
15.1,6; Dn. 2:19; 8:1

« Preachers, teachers and
concerned friends through
the Spirit—1 Sm. 20:4-42; Acts
21:4

« Prophecy and Prophets—
All true OT Prophets, Heb 1:1;
NT Prophets (Acts 21:9-10; Acts
21:10,11; 1Tm. 4:14;

« Verbally, God’s voice-Gn
12:14; 18; Ex. 7:8; 20:1-17: 31:18;
Nm. 2:8; Dt. 4:33; 1Sm 3:4-14; MLt.
31317

o Inner conviction —Nm.
13:30;1Cor. 7:25, 40.

« People’s thoughts or expe-
riences, but they must be in
harmony with God’s Word,
His nature and character—
Gn.45:5-7; 50:20. God will never
contradict His written Word.

o Dreams-Gn. 28:10-15; 37:5-7,
9; 40:5; 41:7, 8; 1 Kgs. 3:5-15; Job
33:15-18; Is. 1:1; Dn. 2:1; 7:1,2; Mt.
1:20; 2:12,13; Num 12:6.

« Trials and suffering — Job
33:19-22

o Still small voice —1Kgs
19:12,13; 15.30:21

Biblical

Womanhood

By Emeritus
Prof. Mercy Olumide

lieveth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”

Stop Talking And Listen (4)

o Circumstances —15m. 23:2;
Dn.9:13,14

« Open and close doors, ob-
stacles-Nm.22:22-35

o Angels — Gn. 32:22-32; Job
33:23, 24; Lk.1:13, 30; 2:10; Acts
8:26;10:30; 11:13.

« Simple objects —Lv. 8:8.

« Pillar of cloud and fire-Ex.
13:21, 22; Ex 33:9, 11; Num 12:5-
8,14.

o Fire-Ex.3:2.

« Talking donkey—Nm. 22:21-
35.

 Writing on the wall — Dn.
5:5-9

« Being swallowed by a fish
—Jonah2

o Whirlwind —Job 38:1
God speaks through the
Holy Scriptures
“God, who at various times
and in various ways spoke in
time past to the fathers by the
prophets, 2has in these last
days spoken to us by His Son,

whom He has appointed heir
of all things, through whom
also He made the worlds” (Heb
1:1,2)

God used many approaches
to send his messages to people
in Old Testament times. He
spoke to Isaiah in visions (Isa-
iah 6), to Jacob in a dream
(Genesis 28:10-22), and to Abra-
ham and Moses personally
(Genesis 18; Exodus 31:18). Jew-
ish people familiar with these
stories would not have found
ithard to believe that God was
still revealing his will, but it
was astonishing for them to
think that God had revealed
himself by speaking through
his Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus is
the fulfillment and culmina-
tion of God’s revelation
through the centuries.
«Email:ymolumide@gmail.co
m, Facebook: Yetunde Mercy
Olumide

6:22,23; 1 Peter 4:13-16; 1 Thessalonians 5:16,22-24.

RESTORATION HOUR

Text: 2 Corinthians 6: -2
Maximising God’s Grace (8)

By Abel Ukachi Amadi

Key Verse: 2 Corinthians
6:2,“For he saith, I have
heard thee in a time ac-
cepted, andin the day of sal-
vation have I succoured
thee: behold, now is the ac-
cepted time; behold, nowis
the day of salvation.” (KJV)

THE grace of the Almighty is
one of the most profound
gifts ever bestowed upon hu-
manity. Grace is often defined
as unmerited favour—receiv-
ingablessing, we did notearn
and could never deserve. But
grace is more than just a pas-
sive safety net; itis adynamic,
empowering force designed
to transform our lives, our
character, and our destinies.
The Apostle Paul, writing to
the church in Corinth, delivers
astirring message about how
we interact with this divine
gift. In 2 Corinthians 6:1-2, he
writes:"As God’s coworkers we
urge you not to receive God’s
grace in vain. For he says, 'In
the time of my favor I heard
you,and in the day of salvation

I helped you.'Itell you, now is
the time of God’s favor, now s
the day of salvation." Paul chal-
lenges us with a sobering re-
ality:itis entirely possible to re-
ceive God's grace in vain. To re-
ceive it in vain means toletit go
towaste, to treatitas cheap, or
to leave it uncultivated. To-
day, God is calling us to move
from merely receiving grace to
maximising it.

Partnering with God as co-
workers is the first key to max-
imising God’s grace in our
lives. Paul begins by identifying
himself and the believers as
"God’s co-workers" in 2
Corinthians 6:1. Grace does not
call us to spiritual laziness; it in-
vites us into a divine partner-
ship. When God saved us by
grace, He did not intend for us
toremain passive spectators in
His kingdom. Grace provides
the power, but we must pro-
vide the cooperation. We max-
imise grace when we offer our
hands, our feet, our resources,
and our time to the work of the
ministry. Grace equips you
with unique spiritual gifts, but
those gifts must be deployed.

Martins Urges Christians To Build Strong Catholic Faith Within Families

By Sunday Akinlolu
HE Archbishop of the
Metropolitan See of

Lagos, Most Rev'd Alfred Mar-
tins has called on the
Catholic faithful to build a
strong Catholic faith within
their families.

He made the call during the
grand finale of Catholic Faith
Family Project held recently
in Lagos.

“Itis whatis going onin the
family that reflects in the so-
ciety, that is why we need to
call the attention of the par-
ents to the fact thatitis their
primary responsibility to

take care and bring up their
children,” he said.

The Archbishop empha-
sised the importance of
strengthening the Catholic
faith within the family circle,
adding that, the school
could help, likewise the
church but the family plays
the major role in teaching
children good values and
helping them to grow in
faith.

The initiative of the project,
according to him, was de-
signed to deepen the knowl-
edge of the Catholic faith,
while encouraging families

to learn and practice the
faith together.

In his welcome address, the
Grand President, Brig. Gen.
PaulinusNwankwo urged
the parents to build their
families on the study of sa-
cred scripture and Catholic
teachings.

He said: “Itis fundamentally
an evangelisation and faith-
building initiative. Our ob-
jective is to encourage our
families to study the Catholic
faith, understand sacred
scripture and church teach-
ings, appreciate our tradi-
tions and become confident

witness of Christ wherever
the found themselves.”

Nwankwo, who was happy
to see regions being repre-
sented at the event by fami-
lies, encouraged them to
value Catechism as some-
thing to memorise for exam-
inations or competitions.
He stressed that the knowl-
edge they acquired should
become a foundation for the
way they live their lives,
make decisions, relate with
others and serve God.

More than 120 Catholic fam-
ilies participated in the 2026
Archbishop Alfred Adewale

Martins Catholic Family Proj-
ect Quiz, with four families
making it to the grand finale.

The family from Lekki Re-
gion, Mr and Mrs Tobi Olalusi
emerged the winner and re-
ceived their grand prize of
2017 Toyota Corolla car.

While cash prizes and gen-
erators were given to other
runner-up.

The couple expressed their
joy/excitement and thanked
the organisers, saying, “we
are so happy. We thank God
and the organisers and pray
that God will honour them
mightily in Jesus’ name.”

If you bury your talents, you
are letting grace sit idle. To
maximise grace, we must
labour alongside the Holy Spir-
it, knowing that our efforts
are energised by His divine
strength.

We do notreceive the grace of
God invain. Toreceive grace in
vain means to accept the ben-
efits of salvation without al-
lowing it to change the way we
live. It is the tragedy of a
changed status without a
changed life. Cheap grace says,
"[ am forgiven, so I can live
however [ want."

« Today’s Nugget: God’s favor
is active right now. Prayer:
Lord Help me to Maximise
God’s Grace. Prayer lines:
08033299824. E-mail: amadi-
abelukachi@gmail.com. Rev.
(Dr) Abel UkachiAmadi, Gen-
eral Superintendent, Assem-
blies of God Nigeria.

Archhishop of the Metropolitan
See of Lagos, Most Rev'd Alfred
Martins
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“ROYAL ~ 1
CORONATION! §2

e

HIS MAJESTY, > |
KING CHARLES DOUGLAS - s

MACPEPPLE JAJA,
JEKI VI,

AMANYANABO AND TREATY KlNG
OF OPOBO KINGDOM

On behalf of the Government and good people of

Rivers State, | extend my warmest and most profound
congratulations to His Majesty, King Charles Douglas 2
MacPepple Jaja, Jeki VI, on his historic coronation as

the Amanyanabo and Treaty King of Opobo Kingdom
today, Saturday, September 26, 2026.

Your Majesty’s ascension to the revered throne of King Jaja —

the great merchant prince, statesman, and founder of Opobo Kingdom —
marks the beginning of a glorious sixth chapter in the annals of one of
the most historic traditional institutions in the Niger Delta and Nigeria.

As you are formally crowned today in Opobo Town, at the climax of the
ten-day coronation programme, | am confident that your reign will be
marked by peace, unity, and sustainable development. | am assured that
you will build on the enduring legacies of your illustrious predecessors

to foster greater cohesion among Opobo people at home and in the diaspora,
preserve our rich cultural heritage, and promote economic growth in

Opobo Kingdom.

The Government of Rivers State pledges its full support and cooperation
with your Majesty and the Opobo Council of Alapu as you lead your people
into a new era of prosperity.

May your reign be long, peaceful, and blessed with divine wisdom.

Long live the King!
Long live Opobo Kingdom!
Long live Rivers State!

His Excellency
Sir Siminalayi Fubara, GSSRS

Governor, Rivers State

Government House, Port Harcourt
September 26, 2026.
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. LAV S EIETXCIETIY WORLD TOURISM DAY 2026: CELEBRATING CHAMPIONS OF SERVICE DELIVERY IN NIGERIA'S TOURISM SECTOR

MR. TREVOR WARD

Chief Executive Officer, W Hospitality Group

BEYOND BRICKS AND MORTAR: How W Hospitality
Group Is Shaping Nigeria's Tourism Landscape

OR 25 years, Ogeyi
Place Hotel has been
part of the hospitality
story of Port Harcourt.

rupt many businesses,

More than a place to stay,
the hotel has built its iden-
tity around authentic
Nigerian warmth, personalised service and a
deep understanding of the business and social
community it serves. Speaking on the hotel's
journey, Dr. Ebikaboere Seimodei, General
Manager of Ogeyi Place Hotel, noted that while
preserving the character that has made it a fa-
miliar name in the city, Ogeyi Place is entering a
new chapter of transformation, combining its
heritage with modern hospitality standards.
Redefining the Guest Experience in Modern
Hospitality

In today's competitive hospitality landscape,
providing accommodation is no longer just
about offering a room or a meal. According to
Dr. Seimodei, guest expectations have funda-
mentally evolved. Modern travelers seek
immersive, memorable experiences grounded
in reliability, safety, responsiveness, conve-
nience, and flexibility. To address these needs,
Ogeyi Place Hotel continuously adapts its opera-
tions while remaining deeply connected to
Nigerian culture and the heritage of Port
Harcourt, Rivers State.

Germane to the hotel's success is a guest-
centric culture where people take precedence
over physical structures. While attractive facili-
ties are essential, exceptional service relies on a
dedicated workforce trained to prioritise the
guest experience. Proudly Nigerian and proudly
rooted in Port Harcourt, Ogeyi Place Hotel cre-
ates a synergy between global standards and lo-
cal warmth. Whether serving international trav-
elers or local residents who visit for breakfast,
lunch, or dinner, the hotel guarantees consis-
tent, high-value service.

Authentic Culinary Diversity and Cultural
Pride

This dedication to genuine hospitality is promi-
nently displayed in the hotel's culinary offer-
ings. By balancing continental cuisine with rich
Nigerian dishes, Ogeyi Place Hotel ensures that
every guest enjoys a tailored dining experience.
Alongside weekly theme nights featuring
Chinese, Italian, Indian, and barbecue cuisine,
traditional local staples remain available daily.

Guests can consistently savor authentic
dishes such as garri and soup, jollof rice, plan-
tain, beans, and potage. Celebrating Niger Delta
heritage, regional specialties including fisher-
man's soup and native soup prepared with peri-
winkle are served daily. Both international and
domestic guests value this seamless combina-
tion of local culinary traditions and interna-
tional quality standards.

Uncompromising Standards and Conti-
nuous Modernisation

Operating a premier hotel in Nigeria presents
distinct operational challenges, particularly ris-
ing energy costs. While energy constraints dis-

Ogeyi Place Hotel maintains
a strict policy of uninter-
rupted service. Utilising

PLACE HOTEL power generators, diesel re-

serves, UPS systems, and so-

lar energy, the hotel pro-
vides 24-hour continuous power supply. Guests
enjoy uninterrupted elevator operation and
seamless comtfort regardless of external cost
pressures.

As a classic 25-year-old property, the hotel pre-
serves its historical character while pursuing ac-
tive modernisation. Uncompromising cleanli-
ness remains the top operational priority across
all guest rooms. Furthermore, its management
is executing major renovations, including up-
dated rooms, expanded meeting facilities, dedi-
cated gaming and sports areas, a Sky Lounge,
and a wellness spa. Rather than imitating com-
petitors, Ogeyi Place Hotel continues to carve
out a distinct, independent brand identity.
Human Capital Development
Community Impact
Dr. Seimodei highlights that long-term hospi-
tality excellence relies fundamentally on hu-
man capital development. Overcoming earlier
staffing transitions, the current management
has built a cohesive workforce through contin-
uous training Supervisors and managers un-
dertake fourmonth courses at hotel manage-
ment schools, complemented by daily bite-
sized training and monthly departmental
learning.

This systematic investment in knowledge en-
hances staff skills, drives operational consis-
tency, and promotes teamwork. Employee wel-
fare is safeguarded through structured salaries,
medical care, meal provisions, and transporta-
tion support.

Ogeyi Place Hotel also maintains strong com-
munity ties. Over 60% of the hotel's worlkforce is
recruited locally from Rivers State. The hotel ac-
tively performs corporate social responsibility
by supporting local orphanages, sponsoring
hospitality industry events, and engaging with
educational, government, and security institu-
tions across Nigeria.

A Legacy of Recognition on World Tourism
Day 2026

Earning recognition as a champion of service de-
livery on World Tourism Day 2026 is both an
honor and a milestone for Ogeyi Place Hotel.
For Dr. Seimodei, this recognition reflects collec-
tive teamwork, from hotel owners who trust
professional leadership to employees who de-
liver authentic warmth daily.

Moving forward, Ogeyi Place Hotel remains
dedicated to raising service standards through
continuous improvement, hygienic dining, pris-
tine accommodation, and genuine Nigerian
hospitality. Every guest is welcomed as a valued
tourist, departing Port Harcourt with memora-
ble experiences and a lasting connection to
Ogeyi Place Hote

and

celebrate World Tourism
Day 2026, Mr Trevor Ward,
Chief Executive Officer of
W Hospitality Group, talks about
the ongoing evolution, achieve-
ments, and future prospects of
Nigeria's hospitality sector.
Recognised as one of the cham-
pions of service delivery in the
nation's tourism industry, Mr
Ward shares his expert insights
on elevating guest experiences, driving sustain-
able growth, and navigating market complexi-
ties across Africa.
A Legacy of Excellence in Hospitality Advisory
W Hospitality Group has long been a pioneer of
hotel development, investment advisory, and
market intelligence across the African conti-
nent being founded on a professional philoso-
phy that places equal weight on physical infra-
structure and human excellence. Operating
from its primary base in Lagos, Nigeria, since
2003, the specialist consultancy has extended
its expertise to 40 of the 54 countries in Africa.
Over the past two decades, W Hospitality
Group has been instrumental in the develop-
ment and upgrading of over 70 existing hotels
and resorts in Nigeria, alongside numerous pro-
jects currently planned or under construction.
Central to this work has been the strategic in-
troduction of international and regional
African hotel chains to the country. Whilst inde-
pendent hotels remain vital, the arrival of estab-
lished brand networks has brought rigorous
quality standards and comprehensive staff
training schemes. This has generated a positive
trickledown effect throughout the broader sec-
tor, as hospitality professionals trained within
international brand systems transition to ele-
vate operational standards in domestic estab-
lishments.
The Evolution of Nigeria's Hotel Landscape
Mr Ward, reflecting on structural shifts within
the sector over the past decade, highlights the
dramatic expansion of branded hotel opera-
tions in Nigeria. When W Hospitality Group es-
tablished its Lagos office in 2003, the commer-
cial hub possessed merely three branded hotels,
two of which have since lost their branding,
alongside just two branded properties in Abuja.
Today, the Nigerian hospitality market counts
approximately 50 internationally-branded ho-
tels, and there are some 60 hotels in local
groups, many with home-grown brands.
Despite this impressive progress, Mr Ward
stresses that physical growth, or bricks and mor-
tar, must always be accompanied by enhanced
quality standards and service delivery. A visually
striking hotel that lacks beautiful service re-
mains a fundamental failure. Moreover, market
intelligence compiled by W Hospitality Group
indicates that substantial growth potential re-
mains to be captured.
In the 18th edition of W Hospitality Group's an-

W HOSPITALITY GROUP

nual hotel pipeline report, pub-
lished in April 2026, a record 53
hotel chains contributed author-
itative data on future African ho-
tel developments. The analysis re-
veals that Nigeria's hotel pipeline
currently stands at approxi-
mately 8,500 rooms across 57
properties. To put this figure into
context, Nigeria's total pipeline
represents less than 20 per cent
of Egypt's hotel pipeline. This stark comparison
underlines an urgent requirement for addi-
tional quality hotel rooms across Nigeria, along-
side the essential upgrading of existing proper-
ties seeking to maintain commercial competi-
tiveness.

Unlocking Potential Through Strategic
Governance

Mr Ward calls for closer collaboration between
the public and private sectors to unlock
Nigeria's full tourism potential. “While private
investors drive hotel development, government
authorities bear fundamental responsibility for
delivering essential infrastructure, including re-
liable road networks, modernised airports, sta-
ble electricity, clean water supply, and guaran-
teed public safety,” Mr. Wards explains.

Furthermore, Mr Ward cautions government
against treating the hospitality and tourism in-
dustry as a short-term cash cow through the im-
position of multiple taxes, licences, and admin-
istrative dues. Such heavy financial burdens en-
danger commercial viability, threatening to
force business closures and forfeit vital socio-
economic benefits, including job creation, ur-
ban renewal, skills development, gender equal-
ity in employment, and the broader geograph-
ical spread of economic prosperity.

Inspiring the Next Generation of Hospitality
Leaders

Looking ahead, W Hospitality Group remains
steadfast in its commitment to providing advi-
sory services to investors, developers, and lend-
ers across the region for as long as clients re-
quire their expertise. Mr Ward emphasises that
true leadership in hospitality demands continu-
ous learning and the unreserved sharing of
practical knowledge with clients and col-
leagues.

For emerging hospitality entrepreneurs com-
mitted to service excellence, Mr Ward offers an
encouraging perspective. Although managing
hospitality operations requires immense hard
work, the sector yields profound personal and fi-
nancial rewards. Crucially, while rapid advance-
ments in artificial intelligence continue to
transform various economic sectors, Al cannot
replace the authentic human experience that
defines hospitality. With tourism expanding
across Africa and Nigeria, the industry promises
to remain a vibrant engine for job creation and
career development.
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OUD CHAMPIONS OF SERVICE DELIVERY
WORKING WITH OUR CLIENTS IN AFRICA'S HOSPITALITY SINCE 1989

Operator Selection :
Strategic Appraisals and Negotiation, Owner's Representative
and Feasibility Studies Design and Operational l?fl?l\?l & Asset Management
Reviews

@ +234 803 321 0646 ’ @ trevor.ward@w-hospitalitygroup.com ‘ www.w-hospitalitygroup.com

INTERNATIONAL EXPERTS IN HOSPITALITY

Welcome to Ogeyi Place Hotel

= Ogeyi Place Hotel is a world-class hotel situated in the
RS O o0 Restaurant ] semi-residential, semi-business district of Port Harcourt-
5 i S = the New G.R.A. Phase Il, and it is anticipated to be the

- best upper scale hotel in the South-South Region.

| QQOG EYI

PLACE HOTEL

e——_ e

The property offers 5 luxurious suites and 81 deluxe
rooms equipped with free in-room high speed internet,
in-room safe, also offered, a health spa and sauna, and
massage, conference and meeting facilities, a restaurant
and bar, an outdoor bubbling pool as well as a state of
the art business centre and lots more.

We have not compromised our world-renowned
standards regarding the property and will definitely not
compromise on our service level to our guests.

Prime Location

Located at N© 45 Tombia Street, G.R.A. Phase I, Port
Harcourt, Rivers State, Nigeria.

e Tel: 02084461770, +234 803 555 1160
Email: reservations@ogeyiplace.com

® \Website: www.ogeyiplace.com

For business inquiries and bookings, we can be reached
on any of the following platform;

0 Ogeyi Place Hotel lml ogeyiplaceph
ogeyiplace.hotel g +234 803 555 1160
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TBIL TRAVELS: BRIDGING THE WORLD THROUGH TRANSPARENCY, EMPATHY AND INNOVATION

AJourney Beyond the Journey

As we celebrate World Tourism Day, Tanbram
Benchmark International Limited, popularly
known as TBIL Travels, marks 1 years in the travel
industry. The milestone offers an opportunity to
reflect on the systems, people and technology
shaping how Nigerians access opportunities be-
yond their borders.

Travel is often presented through its most visible
moments — boarding a flight, amriving in a new
country, or beginnin% a new chapter abroad.
Behind every journey, however, is a complex pro-
cess involving glanninﬁ, documentation, visa ap-
plications and significant financial commit-
ments. For those travelling to study, work, relo-
cate or build businesses, the process carries con-
siderable financial and emotional weight.

AVision Born Out of Empathy

TBIL was established in response to the financial
distress caused by unethical practices in the
travel industry. Its leadership observed that many
ordinary Nigerians were forced to liquidate sav-
ings, sell family land, cars or homes to fund relo-
cation, with some losing lifetime assets to fraudu-
lent operators without securing visas.

This highlighted a wider need for access, trans-
parency and trust. TBIL built its operations
around structured processes and accessible path-
ways to legitimate travel, guided by the principle
that travelling abroad should not require people
to surrender their financial security to uncer-
tainty. Its broader objective is to make interna-
tional travel accessible to everyday Nigerians, not
just the wealthy.

Building Transparency into the Process

Trust is central to major travel decisions. TBIL ad-
dresses this through a segmented operational
structure where different aspects of the client
journey are handled by specialised teams. Profile
assessment, document review, application pro-
cessing, official submissions and %Jp'lancial trans-
actions are managed through separate functions,
creating multiple checkpoints for review.

Clients are given the opportunity to inspect their
documents before submission. Where a profile is
unsuitable fora particular pathway, TBIL commu-
nicates that assessment and discusses alterna-
tives rather than encouraging an unsuitable ap-
plication. This makes transparency both an oper-
ational principle and the foundation of the client
relationship.

The company also operates as a certified limited li-

ability entity and maintains CAC incorporation
and EFCC regulatory documentation.

Support That Extends Beyond the Airport

Travel does not end when a visa is approved. For
someone entering a new country, questions
around immigration procedures, accommoda-
tion, local systems and employment can be sig-
nificant.

TBIL therefore extends its services into pre-
departure preparation and, for some destina-
tions, postarrival support. Clients receive
briefings to prepare them for immigration proce-
dures, including guidance on interactions at in-
termational ports of entry. For destinations such
as Canada, its overseas representatives provide ad-
ditional support around local orientation, accom-
modation and employment integration. Access
to a destination is only one part of the journey;
knowing how to navigate it matters too.

From Travel Services to a Broader Enterprise
While travel remains central, TBIL has expanded
into connected areas, including domestic and in-
ternational flight ticketing, property services, stu-
dent application processing, digital marketing
and ecommerce,

The companpx says this diversification supports a
workforce of over 100 people, including about 40
customer service personnel, IT specialists, ticket-
ing professionals and other operational staff.
Through property-related activity, business travel
and its wider service ecosystem, it participates in
economic activity that extends beyond the imme-
diate travel transaction.

Keeping Tourism Within Nigeria in View
International travel is only one part of the tour-
ism story. Nigeria has a diverse collection of desti-
nations and cultural experiences that contribute
to its tourism economy.TBIL has sought to pro-
mote domestic travel by highlighting destina-
tions such as Obudu in Cross River State, Ikogosi
Warm Springs in Ekiti State — where natural hot
and colg springs meet without mixing — and
Erin-ljesha Waterfalls in Osun State. Through its
ticketing operations, it facilitates domestic travel
for individuals, families and e%roups within
Nigeria. The same systems that help people travel
beyond Nigeria can also help them discover more
of their own country.

Partnerships That
Ecosystem

Connect the Travel

YOMI TOYIN AKANBI
Director, TBIL TRAVELS

No travel company operates in isolation. Airlines,
hotels, accommodation providers, educational in-
stitutions and technology providers form the net-
work through which travellers access services.
Over its years in operation, TBIL has developed re-
lationships across this ecosystem. These sugport
access to flight options, accommodation and edu-
cation pathways, while enabling organisations to
contribute to a shared customer journey. The
company also highlights partnerships that sup-
port airfare comparisons and admission process-
ing for Nigerian students seeking education
abroad.

Technology and the Next Chapter of Travel
Technology has fundamentally changed how
ple plan and experience travel. Flight searches,
communication, payments and updates can now
happen through mobile devices rather than re-
quiring a physical office visit.

TBIL is incorporating technology through digital
platforms intended to allow clients to manage as-
pects of their applications remotely while retain-
ing access to assigned representatives. Its e-
commerce infrastructure also extends reach to
customers living abroad, including people in
Canada who want to order products for delivery
to different destinations.

For TBIL, technology represents the next stage of
an evolution that began with traditional services
and is increasingly moving towards digitally sup-
ported travel an% commerce, combining technol-
ogy with human guidance.

The Human Meaning of Travel

At its core, tourism is about people moving be-
tween places, but behind that movement are aspi-
rations. A student travelling abroad represents ed-
ucational ambition. A business traveller repre-
sents an opportunity to expand a company. A
family travelling may be creating memories,
while someone relocating may be geginning an
entirely new chapter.

This is why reliability matters. When a travel ar-
rangement fails, consequences extend beyond a
missed booking to lost mml}%, delayed plans and
emotional strain. Accurate information, clear pro-
cesses and responsive support therefore directly
impact people's experiences.

Looking Ahead

Building on its Nigerian foundation, TBIL is devel-
oping plans to expand operations across Africa,
Asia and other international markets. Its technol-
o%y roadmap, broader service portfolio and em-
phasis on structured client support form part of
its vision for the next phase of growth.

In celebration of World Tourism Day, TBIL has
also introduced promotional packages for long-
standing followers who aspire to travel but face §
nancial constraints. These include 50% service-
charge discounts for destinations including
Canada, Schengen countries, Albania, New
Zealand and Asian destinations such as Oman.

Reflecting on 11 Years Through the Lens of
World Tourism Day

For TBIL Travels, 11 years represent more than a
measure of time. They provide a platform for con-
tinuing to develop transparent processes, hu-
man-centred support and technology-driven solu-
tions that help Nigerians pursue legitimate op-
portunities through travel.
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Dilemma Of APC
Governorship Ticket In Ogun

By Seun Faleye

ERE is an old truth that
every student of politics
eventually learns: a party
that cannot manage its own
household will struggle to
convince the public it can
manage a state. That is the
uncomfortable lesson star-
ing the All Progressives
Congress in the face in Ogun
State right now, as the battle
between Senator Solomon
Adeola, popularly called Yayi,
and Hon. Abayomi Semako
Hunye  refuses to die
down, even after the party's
leadership insists the matter
is settled.

On the surface, the story
looks simple. Yayi, a senator
with deep pockets and long-
standing federal connec-
tions, emerged from the APC
primary as the man to face
the PDP's LadiAdebutu in
2027. The party has told INEC
as much, submitting his
name alongside his running
mate, KudiratBalogun. Case
closed, one would think. But
politics, especially in Ogun
State, is rarely that tidy.

Hunye has refused to accept
that the matter is over. His
grievance is not that he lost a
straightforward contest fair
and square. His argument,
and it is one that deserves to
be taken seriously rather
than dismissed as sour
grapes, is that the process
itself was compromised
before it even began. He says
he was allowed to purchase a
nomination form worth fifty
million naira, cleared for
screening, and made to
believe he was a genuine con-
testant, only to later discover
that some party leaders had
already agreed among them-
selves that Yayi would be the
sole candidate. If that
account holds up, then the
primary was not a contest at
all. It was theatre, with
Hunye castas an extra paying
real money forarole thatwas
never meant to be genuine.

This is where the case for
Hunye becomes difficult to
brush aside. A political party
cannot collect fifty million
naira from a man, put him
through the motions of
screening, and then turn
around and treat his contin-
ued interest in the race as an
act of rebellion. If leaders
truly excluded him from
strategy meetings simply
because he refused to step
down, that is not party disci-
pline. That is the silencing of
a legitimate voice for the
comfort of the powerful.
Hunye's decision to go to
court, rather than to the
streets, also strengthens his
position in the eyes of ordi-
nary Nigerians who are tired
of politicians who threaten
violence when they do not
get their way. He has said,
repeatedly, that his fight is
about due process, not about
parading himself as an alter-
native candidate, and that

distinction matters.

Yayi's camp, for its part, will
argue that primaries are
messy by nature, that not
every aspirant who buys a
form is guaranteed a fair
shake, and that the party's
internal machinery, however
imperfect, ultimately pro-
duced a winner recognised
by the leadership and sub-
mitted to INEC. There is some
weight to this. Parties are not
courts of law, and consensus-
building, however uncom-
fortable for those left out, is a
recognised part of Nigerian
political culture. Yayi did not
design the process; he simply
benefited from it.

Here, however, the national
leadership of the APC itself
becomes an inconvenient
witness against the Ogun
chapter's handling of the
matter. The party's own stat-
ed position on consensus
arrangements is unambigu-
ous: a consensus candidate
can only be validly adopted
where every single cleared
aspirant gives voluntary,
written consent. Nota major-
ity. Not the loudest voices in
the room. Every one of them,
in writing, freely given. This
position, anchored on the
framework in Section 87 of
the Electoral Act, exists pre-
cisely to prevent the kind of
quiet, backroom arrange-
ment that Hunye alleges was
imposed on him. Where
even one aspirant withholds
that consent, the party's own
rules do not permit leaders
to paper over the disagree-
ment and move on as
though unanimity existed.
The rulebook says the field
must instead open up for a
direct primary, contested
freely by all qualified aspi-
rants.

This is precisely why the
silence being demanded of
Hunye by certain party lead-
ers in Ogun sits so awkward-
ly with the party's own doc-
trine. The APC does not, on its
own terms, Support a grave-
yard hush imposed on a dis-
senting aspirant simply
because it is administra-
tively convenient.

A party that
preaches unani-
mous, written
consent at the
national level
cannot, in the %
same  breath,
expect one of its
own  governor- §
ship hopefuls in *
Ogun to swallow '
his objections and 4
disappear
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Seun Faleye

quietly, particularly when he
insists he never signed off on
anysuch consensus. If Hunye
is telling the truth that no
such written consent was
ever given, then Ogun APC
leaders were not exercising
legitimate consensus-build-
ing; they were substituting
their own preference for a
process the party's constitu-
tion does not actually permit
them to shortcut.

That gap between what the
national party says consen-
sus requires and what
appears to have happened
on the ground in Ogun is
exactly the kind of technical-
ity that Nigerian election tri-
bunals have shown them-
selves willing to seize upon. If
the courts eventually agree
with Hunye that the process
was engineered before the
primary was even conduct-
ed, and that no valid written
consent underpinned Yayi's
emergence, then Yayi's victo-
ry becomes a poisoned chal-
ice. A candidate whose emer-
gence is later voided by a tri-
bunal or a court does notjust
lose a ticket; he loses months
of campaign momentum,
donor confidence, and pub-
lic goodwill, often at the
worst possible time, close to
the  general election.
Nigeria's political history is
littered with candidates who
celebrated too early, only to
watch their mandates unrav-
el in court because the party
that produced them cut cor-
ners to avoid a real contest.

This is why the removal of
Hunye's banners in Ijebu-
Ode and Abeokuta, ordinary
as it might look to outsiders,
is not a small matter. When a
state government's own sig-
nage agency is used to erase
messages simply reminding
the public that a legal dis-
pute is ongoing, it sends a
signal that the ruling struc-
ture fears an informed elec-
torate more than it fears the
courtroom. That fear is itself
a confession. A party truly
confident in the fairness of
its primary, and truly confi-

dent it followed its own
consensus rules to
the letter, would
have nothing to
hide, and noth-
ing to sweep off
the walls of
Ogun State.
| ePoints raised
in this article
mainly belong
f to the author:
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Q'B"- Group - Travels, Property & Flight Ticketing
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. GO WHERE
YOU WANT TO

Canada, UK, USA,
Asia, Europe, Oman,
Qatar Working Visa,
or African Countries?

PROMO

I+l Canada (from# 2m to 500,000)
Ba Schengen (from#1m to 500,000)
= Oman (from#% 2m to ¥1.8m)

Date: 28th September - 6th October 2026

PAY
SMALL SMALL

F L I G H T PACKAGE
TI C K ETI N G (6 whtieel Dix ey = ek Sl

package allows you to spread your
e s il

LOCAL & INTERNATIONAL FLIGHT -
Be an Affiliate &

@ EARN 500,000.00
MONTHLY

At TBIL, we help students turn their international
STU DY AB ROAD study plans into reality from choosing the right
programme and institution to completing the

WITH TH E RIGHT GU I DANCE admission and visa application process.

E A gl e el s o

Your dream to study abroad starts with ‘

the right information and the right feam.
B+ CANADA |E§‘UK | T LUsA

i ElRELANDl == 5 |NGAPORE | B MALAYSIA

For Bachelor’s, Master’s,
or other eligible ﬂAUSTRALlAl |=DUBA|| B8l SCHENGEN
And More
stu dy P I'Og rammes, Contact us today fo begin your application
let us help you. @ www.tbils.com @ +234 704 5441568
@) tbil.studyabroad@gmail.com @@ toil travels

A PROPERTIES

Our Services Include: TBIL Properties

Property Sales (Residential & Commercial)

Property Rentals & Lease Management Buy | Rent | Lease | Invest
Land Acquisition & Verification Secure and verified real estate deals

Short-let Apartments across Nigeria. We handle property sales,
Real Estate Investment Advisory rentals, land acquisition, and short-lets
Property Development & Documentation with transparency and professionalism.
Building Construction & Maintenance

Contact Us

www.tbilprop.com B tbilproperty@gmail.com PR Let’s He'p You Own It!

@ +234 706 232 1532, +234 904 769 3094 tbilproperty_
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THE ARCHBISHOP OF CALVARY GRACE
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Archbishop
Francis Wale Oke

On the Occasion of His
70th Birthday Celebration

ToGod be all the glory for seventyyears of grace, favour, and faithful service in Hisvineyard.

We write to express our deepest gratitude to everyone who honoured Archbishop Francis Wale Oke, the National President of the Pentecostal
Fellowship of Nigeria (PFN) and the Presiding Bishop of the Sword of the Spirit Ministries Worldwide, on the joyous occasion of his 70th birthday.

We are profoundly grateful to His Excellency, the President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria and Commander-in-Chief of the Nigerian Armed
Forces, Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu GCFR,; to Her Excellency, the First Lady of The Federal Republic of Nigeria, Senator Oluremi Tinubu CON and
to Senator George Akume CON, Secretary to the Government of the Federation, for their gracious goodwillMmessages.

We equally thank former President Olusegun Obasanjo GCFR, who graced the occasion in full attendance, and for his warm and personal letter
of congratulations.

We are also deeply grateful to His Excellency, Engr. 'Seyi Makinde FNSE, the Governor of Oyo State; His Excellency, Dr. Lucky Orimisan Aiyedatiwa,
the Governor of Ondo State; His Excellency, Rt. Hon. (Elder) Sheriff F.O. Oborevwori, the Governor of Delta State; His Excellency, Peter Mbah, the
Governor of Enugu State; His Excellency, Pastor Umo Bassey Eno, the Governor of Akwa lbom State; His Excellency, Mr. Caleb Manasseh Mutfwang
Esq, the Governor of Plateau State; and His Excellency, Senator Douye Diri, the Governor of Bayelsa State, for their gracious congratulatory
messages and presence.

Our profound appreciation goes to His Imperial Majesty, Oba (Senator) Rashidi Adewolu Ladoja, Arusa |, Olubadan of Ibadanland, for his tribute
and for the presence of his representative; to the Alaafin of Oyo, Iku Baba Yeye, Oba Abimbola Akeem Owoade |, represented by Ayaba (Olori)
Abiwunmi Olajumoke Owoade; and to the Soun of Ogbomoso, Oba Ghandi Afolabi Oladunni Olaoye, Orumogege lll, who honoured us with his
personal and imperial presence.

We remain deeply thankful to Pastor EA. Adeboye, General Overseer of the Redeemed Christian Church of God(RC.C.G); Bishop David Oyedepo,
President and Founder of Living Faith Church Worldwide (Winners' Chapel International); Archbishop Daniel C. Okoh, President of the Christian
Association of Nigeria (CAN); Rev. Dr Supo Ayokunle, former CAN President; Most Rev. Margaret E. Benson-ldahosa, Archbishop of the Church of
God Mission International;His Grace, Archbishop William Aladekugbe, Archbishop of the Anglican Province of Ibadan; Dr. D.K. Olukoya, the General
Overseer of Mountain of Fire Ministries; Revd. Moses Aransiold, the General Overseer of Gethsemane Prayer Ministries Worldwide; Professor
Folasade T. Ogunsola, the Vice Chancellor of the University of Lagos; Professor Kayode Adebowale, the Vice Chancellor of the University of
Ibadan and his incoming successor, Professor Peter Olapegba; the Vice Chancellor of the Precious Cornerstone University (PCU), Ibadan,
Professor Timothy Adejumo and Professor Jesse Abiodun Otegbayo, the Chief Medical Director of the University College Hospital, Ibadan, for
their goodwillmessages, prayers, and the honour of their presence.

We also thank eminent religious leaders and political dignitaries who graced this occasion, including Dr. Zaccheus Adedeji, Chairman of the
Federal Inland Revenue Service; Rev. Wale Adebiyi, Anglican Bishop of Oke-Ogun Diocese; Chief (Mrs.) Kemi Alao-Akala; Senator Sharafadeen Alli;
Hon. Bimbo Adekanbi; Elder Wole Oyelese; and Chief (Mrs.) Florence Ajimobi, Nigerian Ambassador to Austria who was ably represented and
many others,

We are deeply grateful to the representatives of the Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN), General Superintendent, Dr. (Mrs.) Elizabeth
Akinadewo, leading eminent leaders of CAN (Women Wing), Dame Comfort Chigbue, Esqg; JP, CAN National Director of Legal & Public Affairs and
we deeply appreciate Revd. Dr. Frederick B. Odutola, former Executive Director of the Bible Society of Nigeria (BSN).

We are especially grateful to the members of the National Advisory Council of the Pentecostal Fellowship of Nigeria, who graced this occasion: Dr.
Cosmas llechukwu; Pastor Dr. EO. Abing; Archbishop J.I. Ojo; Rev. Dr. Sam Aboyeji; Bishop Mike Okonkwo, represented by Bishop Reuben Oke; Rev.
Dr. Mercy Ezekiel; Bishop Paul Nwachukwu, represented by Bishop Paul Nwachukwu Jnr; Apostle Emmanuel Nuhu Kure; Bishop Simeon Okah,
represented by Rev. Dr. Dorcas Okah; Archbishop John Praise; Dr. Paul Enenche; Rev. Victor Ogunkanmi; Rev. Dr. Austen Ukachi; Bishop David
Bakare; Bishop Taiwo Adelakun; Rev. Mrs. Faith Ukaegbu; Pastor Poju Oyemade; and Revd. Dr. Uma Ukpai family represented by Pastor Emeka
Ukpai.

To the other leadership and members of the Pentecostal Fellowship of Nigeria who graced the occasion, including members of the National
Executive Council, the National Vice Presidents, State Chairmen, Zonal and State delegates, the PFN Women's Wing, the PFN Glory to Glory wing
and PFN Youth Wing, we say a heartfelt thankyou for standing with your National President on this special day.

We are grateful, too, to the many Archbishops, Bishops, Pastors, and Church Leaders across Nigeria and outside Nigeria who honoured us with
their goodwill messages and/or their presence, including Rt. Rev. Prof. Dapo F. Asaju, Bishop Felix Adejumo and Bishop (Mrs.) Funke Adejumo, His
Eminence Dr. Sunday Ola Makinde, Apostle Joshua Selman, Pastor Jerry Eze, Apostle Emmanuel Iren, Rt. Hon. Debo Ogundoyin, Bishop Charles
Okafor, Dr. Crefio A Dollar, Bishop Julius Abiola, and the many other ministers,deacons, and elders too numerous toname individually but held no
lessdearlyinourhearts.

To the Gospel Ministers and Psalmists who blessed the occasion with worship and praise, including Tope Alabi, Nathaniel Bassey, Dunsin Oyekan,
Mercy Chinwo, Blessing Lopez, the 70 Trumpeters and others whom we hold very dearly in our hearts, we are grateful.

To the leadership and members of the Christ Life Church, the Sword of the Spirit Ministries family, the Regional and State Coordinators of Nigeria
Turning Point, representatives of the Apostolic Church, Calvary Grace International College of Bishops, and international Guests and Ministries
from the USA, United Kingdom, Canada, Germany, Sweden, Austria, Senegal, Ghana, and beyond, we say thank you.

To the Alumni Associations of Wesley Teachers Training College, Ibadan; the Christian Union Alumni of The Polytechnic, Ibadan; the Lagos Varsity
Christian Union Alumni Fellowship (LVCUF), we are grateful for your goodwill messages, presence and love.

To our family members, friends, colleagues, protégeés, mentees, and every well-wisher, near and far, who sent gifts, prayers, and goodwill
messages, published and unpublished, we say thankyou. Your love and support across these seventy years mean more than words can capture.

Above all, we give the Almighty God all the glory for His faithfulness, and for alife that continues to testify, by grace alone.

)

Archbishoj and Br. (Mrs.) Francis Wale Oke

and the entire Sword of the Spirit Ministries
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EGACY OF FAI
AND GENERATIO)

of your well-wishers in honouring a life distinguished by
unwavering faith, visionary leadership and an enduring
commitment to the advancement of God's Kingdom.
For 72 remarkable years, God's grace upon your life has continued to
inspire millions, raise leaders, transform destinies and advance the cause
of the Kingdom across nations.
As you celebrate this significant milestone, our prayer is that the Lord will
continually renew your strength, increase your wisdom, preserve you in
sound health, and anoint you afresh for -
greater exploits. May your latter years be
filled with greater glory, deeper fulfilment
and unprecedented Kingdom impact.
You are indeed an exemplary leader and a
| living legend.
“With long life will I sufrsfy him, and shew him
alvation.” — Psalm 91:16
YOUR CHILDREN
AITH CHURCH LOKOGOMA,
ABUJA FCT

ﬁ s the world celebrates your 72nd birthday today, we join millions

XU Bishop (Dr.) David

OYEDEPO

President, Living Faith Church worldwide

PST ISRAEL AKINSANYA
RESIDENT PASTOR
FOR LFC LOKOGOMA
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STUDY IN CA
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Your pathway to Canada’s Premier University
A Partnership between
Canada's Largest Private Boarding High School &
Canada’s Top-Ranked University
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Ntami Abraham Priscilla Tamaklo

Student Recruitment Adviser
West Africa

International Admissions Manager

University of Toronto Columbia International College

“”” SUNDAY, SEP 27, 2026 3:00 -7:00 PM 9 ABUJA CONTINENTAL HOTEL

Zone 4, 1 ladi Kwali St, Wuse, Abuja 900001,
Federal Capital Territory, Nigeria

s 4 2 .
D Seminars will start On-Time

For More Info:

% Ms.Priscilla Tamaklo:
ptamaklo@cic-totalcare.com
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CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AT JAMES HOPE COLLEGE, LAGOS

Knowledge « Character « Truth

James Hope College is a private world class day and residential co-educational secondary school in the
tranquil area of Lekki, Lagos State. We offer a Nigerian/British curriculum. We require suitably qualified and
experienced professionals to occupy the positions below. Our ideal candidates should possess the specific

educational qualifications and experience as specified in this advertisement.

TEACHING STAFF

- Teacher of Computer Science/Digital Technologies/Computer Hardware & GSM Repairs

Minimum of B.A./B.Sc. (with PGDE/PGCE) or B.Ed. in the subject concerned with at least five years of teaching experience
up to Cambridge IGCSE, WASSCE & Cambridge Advanced (AS/A2) programmes.

ADMINISTRATION

- Receptionist

Minimum of B.A./B.Sc. in any subject with at least five years of front office experience in a school and, or corporate system,
however, secondary school experience will be an advantage system. The successful candidate will effectively carry out the
College’s reception duties and fulfil other administration duties. He/she will be courteous and professional with all visitors, and
maintain strong relationships with students, parents and other staff.

We are an exceptional school with exceptional stakeholders and therefore require exceptional professionals. If you think you are
capable of:

» Beinga contributing member of a dynamic team.
+ Exhibiting skills needed to shape an evolving school.

+ Showing confidence in your ability to communicate the school’s ethos and vision to a wide audience.

Please forward the following information to us:
» Acurrent Curriculum Vitae.
+ Copies of academic qualifications (minimum qualification of a second-class upper degree).
« Contactdetails of three (3) referees (two must be professional referees).
« Atwo-page cover letterjustifying why you should be the successful candidate.

Please send your application to principal@jameshopecollege.edu.ng not later than Wednesday, 30 September 2026. Please
visit www.jameshopecollege.edu.ng for more information about James Hope College, Lagos.

Follow us on all our social media handles

@jameshopecollege f James Hope X @JHCLekki www.jameshopecollege.edu.ng
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THIS YEAR'S ESSAY TOPIC:

WHO CAN APPLY

® Complete contact details

of 750 words maximum (not typed)
® Recent passport photograph

or International Passport

ENTRIES CLOSE:

No Nation can develop without
food security. How can Nigeria
deal with this problem?

® Nigerian senior secondary school students

e Scanned copy of your handwritten essay

e Scanned copy of birth certificate or National ID

UBA AY

Foundation

WRITE. WIN.
SHAPE THE
FUTURE

The National Essay Competition is UBA Foundation's annual
education initiative, designed to promote a culture of reading
and to encourage healthy intellectual competition amongst
secondary school students in Nigeria and across Africa.

Stand a chance to win 15 Million

% towards your university education.

Friday, October 23rd, 2026 African University
READY TO ENTER? OR VISIT:
SCAN TO APPLY https://www.ubagroup.com/nec/

Terms and Conditions Apply
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Musawa’s Creative Economy Ministry: Strong

From Ajuluchukwu Brown, Abuja

WHEN Hannatu Musa Musawa assumed
charge of Nigeria’s arts, culture and cre-
ative economy portfolio, the promise was unusu-
ally ambitious. The creative economy was no
longer to be treated as an ornamental
appendage of government, periodically cele-
brated at festivals and cultural exhibitions. [t was
to become an engine of economic diversifica-
tion, employment, foreign exchange and nation-
al soft power.

The ambition was subsequently enlarged to
include tourism, after the Federal Government
restructured the ministry and brought the
tourism portfolio under the Ministry of Art,
Culture, Tourism and the Creative Economy
(EMACTCE). Musawa formally assumed leader-
ship of the restructured ministry on October 23,
2024.

FMACTCE was conceived as not just a Ministry,
but as a catalyst for innovation, growth and the
empowerment of Nigeria’s vibrant cultural and
creative sector. The Ministry was expected to
serve as a beacon of hope and progress in the
realisation of the Renewed Hope Agenda of the
administration. The ministry has promised to
scale Nigeria’s creative economy from its base-
line to contribute $100 billion yearly to the
national GDP by 2030.

Musawa’s flagship roadmap promises the cre-
ation of 2 million sustainable jobs for Nigerian
youths within the creative and tourism sectors
by 2027-2030.

Partnering with the Ministry of Finance
Incorporated (MOFI), the ministry promises to
monetise both tangible national heritage (muse-
ums, monuments) and intangible assets (festi-
vals, indigenous textiles, culinary arts) to create
non-oil revenue.

The “Destination 2030” Soft Power Initiative: A
comprehensive master plan to expand Nigeria’s
cultural footprint globally, grow the local cre-
ative market by 400 per cent, and position the
country as a primary global tourism hub.

While declaring open the 2025 Ministerial and
Sectoral Retreat organised by the Ministry of
Arts, Culture, Tourism, and Creative Economy, at
the Nigerian Army Resource Centre, Abuja, the
Minister outlined key challenges and strategic
interventions to enhance the growth and devel-
opment of Nigeria’s creative economy and
tourism sectors.

In her keynote address, Minister Musawa
identified limited funding access, poor infra-
structure, piracy issues, security concerns, and
inadequate data on job creation estimates as
major challenges hindering the full realisation
of these sectors’ capabilities.

“To address these challenges,” she said, “the
Ministry will focus on infrastructure develop-
ment, policy enhancement, skills development,
tourism infrastructure, and data-driven deci-
sion-making.

“This includes investing in film studios, dig-
ital infrastructure, and global distribution net-
works, strengthening copyright and intellectual
property protections and enforcement, estab-
lishing fashion incubation centres and creative
hubs, enhancing heritage sites and museums,
and leveraging primary and secondary data to
guide job creation targets and policy interven-
tions.”

The Minister emphasised the vast growth
potential of Nigeria’s creative economy and
tourism sectors, driven by increasing digital pen-
etration and rising global demand for Nigerian
content. She also highlighted the importance of
leveraging the country’s rich cultural heritage
and creative talents to establish itself as Africa’s
creative and tourism powerhouse.

The Minister concluded that the strategic
repositioning of Nigeria’s arts, culture, tourism,
and creative economy is imperative for the
nation’s future prosperity.

She urged stakeholders to be guided by
data, inspired by Nigeria’s rich heritage, and
motivated by the immense potential of these
sectors for job creation, economic diversifica-
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tion, and global recognition.

Nearly two years into that expanded arrange-
ment, however, an uncomfortable question is
beginning to confront the ministry: how much
of the impressive architecture announced
under Musawa has translated into tangible eco-
nomic value for the people and businesses it
was designed to serve?

The question is not whether the minister has
been active. She plainly has. There have been pol-
icy documents, financing schemes, internation-
al engagements, public-private partnerships,
committees, cultural projects and along proces-
sion of memoranda of understanding.

The ministry has cultivated the language of
investment and economic transformation with
considerable consistency. But governance is ulti-
mately judged not by the number of agree-
ments signed, press conferences held or com-
mittees inaugurated. It is judged by what
changes.

That distinction is becoming increasingly
important in assessing Musawa’s stewardship.
The minister’s own recent remarks provide an
unexpected entry point into the debate.

According to President of the National
Association of Nigerian Theatre Arts
Practitioners, Adeniran Makinde, the minister
started on a strong note. “Rather than large visi-
ble infrastructure projects, the ministry’s most
cited progress has come through partnerships
and policy architecture,” he said.

Recent developments include collaborations
with international development and financing
institutions aimed at unlocking capital for cre-
atives, improving data systems, and expanding
access to global markets.

“There has also been emphasis on financing
structures and investment vehicles intended to
support film, music, fashion, and tourism enter-

The Creative Economy Development Fund
(CEDF) is arguably the most important
intervention associated with Musawa
because it addresses the problem that
has repeatedly been identified as the
creative industry’s principal structural

constraint: access to capital.

T VISUALARTS
7 PERFORMING ARTS
==Y
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prises—sectors often constrained by lack of cred-
itand formal investment channels.”

However, critics note that many of these initia-
tives remain in early-stage implementation, with
limited measurable outputs in terms of infra-
structure rollout or nationwide creative employ-
ment statistics.

Supporters argue that Musawa inherited a
structurally weak sector and is attempting foun-
dational reform—building systems before visible
outcomes.

Critics, however, suggest that Nigeria’s cre-
ative economyis too dynamic to be governed pri-
marily through policy frameworks without
faster, visible interventions such as creative hubs,
tourism site upgrades, and industry-wide financ-
ing access.

Makinde said the greatest strength of
Musawa is clarity of ambition: Nigeria wants to
monetise creativity, export
culture, and diversify _~
beyond oil. Its greatest
weakness is the slow
translation of that /
ambition
everyday econom- [}
ic transformation|
visible to artists,|
tourists, and .,
investors.  “The “%:=5%
ministry’s .
strongest concep- .
tual weakness lies in R
what could be ' | .
described as the “exe-
cution  bridge"—the
intermediate layer
between policy design and
grassroots implementation.” ¢

Musawa’s ministry stands

butdelivery timelines remain stretched by struc-
tural realities. In that sense, the ministry’s true
challenge is not imagination—it is execution
speed.

Whether it succeeds may depend less on policy
declarations and more on whether it can adopta
more grounded, project-driven governance
style—one that turns creative economy theory
into tangible national infrastructure.

The MoU Question
The most visible feature of the Musawa years has
been the sheer breadth of partnerships. In May
2024, the ministry signed an MoU with the
Nigerian Economic Summit Group to pursue
policy reforms and strategic interventions
intended to strengthen Nigeria’s creative econo-
my, improve revenue generation and create jobs.
A partnership with the British Council fol-
lowed, with emphasis on strengthening capaci-
ty and creating opportunities for Nigeria’s
creative professionals. Other engage-
. ments have involved international
\ organisations, financial institutions,
private-sector companies, sub-
. national governments and foreign
\  governments.
In April 2025, the ministry
' announced a three-year partner-
% ship with Chocolate City Group to
- develop small-scale live arenas
- across the country, identify and nur-
ture talent, create global distribu-
. ion channels and strengthen intel-

* lectual property frameworks.

v There have also been agreements

. around Abuja Creative City, the Renewed
Hope Cultural Project, tourism development
and cultural infrastructure. In Ekiti, for
_ instance, Musawa signed a Renewed

. Hope Cultural Project MoU with

. the state government around

’ the development of
_tourism and cultural
assets, including the
Ikogosi Warm and

Cold Springs
Resort.
In July
2026, the
Federal

i %
| \ Government
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and Rivers State signed another MoU covering
tourism, arts, culture and the creative economy.

Governor Siminalayi Fubara, on Channels
Television significantly, said the state intended to
move beyond signing the agreement and
demonstrate visible implementation within
four months. That remark contains, perhaps
inadvertently, the fundamental problem with
the current debate. The signing is not the
achievement. The implementation is. Yet the
public record has made it easier to count the for-
mer than to measure the latter.

Speaking on efforts to get funding into the cre-
ative sector, at the Ember to Remember event, she
acknowledged that the process of disbursement
was still being worked through, including
efforts to get funds directly into communities
and the wider economy.

“We're still in the process of disbursing them
because, obviously, we're working with a foreign
bank, Afreximbank, which is a foreign commit-
ment. We still haven’t received, or rather, been
able to complete that process. But I'm working
very hard to ensure that we can still disburse
them, literally from this morning, as part of
what [ was trying to conclude. At least, there will
be some disbursement coming and going
directly to the community or into the wider
economy. So that's what I've been working on for
awhile,” she explained.

Her explanation, points to the difficulty of mov-
ing from financing commitments to actual
deployment. For an industry that has been
repeatedly told that the government has finally
solved its chronic financing problem, that
admission is significant. The central issue, there-
fore, is not whether Musawa has ideas. It is
whether the machinery she has assembled is
delivering.

The Creative Economy Development Fund
(CEDF) is arguably the most important interven-
tion associated with Musawa because it address-
es the problem that has repeatedly been identi-
fied as the creative industry’s principal structur-
al constraint: access to capital.

The Federal Executive Council approved the
fund, and the government announced a $200
million financing commitment from
Afreximbank. Musawa described the facility as a
mechanism for providing affordable financing
to creative businesses and entrepreneurs. The
ambition was compelling. The fund was
designed to support sectors ranging from film,
music and fashion to visual arts, publishing,
gaming and cultural tourism, while exploring
the use of intellectual property as an asset that
could be monetised or used to unlock financing.
The official CEDF platform describes the fund as
intended to provide capital, expand access to
finance, support job creation and enable cre-
ative entrepreneurs to leverage intellectual
property.

The Federal Government’s launch of the FEC-
approved Creative Economy Development Fund,
with the announced disbursement dates of
January 1, 2026 for Phase I and 1 April 2026 for
Phase II, was a promising initiative. However, as
those dates have passed, it is essential for practi-
tioners to receive comprehensive public infor-
mation regarding the fund’s capitalisation, suc-
cessful beneficiaries, and the amounts approved
and disbursed.

The minister has also consistently framed
the creative economyas “the new oil,” projecting
long-term goals such as significant job creation
and multi-billion-dollar contributions to GDP.

That is precisely the concern articulated by
Rowland Yohanna Goyit, the Secretary of society
of Nigeria Artists (SNA), a visual artist, curator
and art educator, who said the issue should not
be reduced to an allegation about missing funds
but to the absence of sufficient public informa-
tion about implementation.

Goyit expressed concern over the growing dis-
satisfaction among Nigerian visual artists and
other creative professionals, highlighting the
importance of understanding these feelings.

He pointed out that the conversation should
focus not on unverified allegations of missing

funds, but rather on the crucial need for trans-
parent implementation. The Ministry and fund
managers have a responsibility to communicate
details about the evaluation process, including
how many applications were reviewed, which
projects were selected, the types of financing
approved, and the reasons for any delays in the
published timetable.

Goyit noted the specific concerns of visual
artists. While visual arts and photography were
acknowledged as eligible sectors, it is imperative
to provide an accessible breakdown of how dif-
ferent segments such as painters, sculptors, pho-
tographers, curators, galleries, art educators,
conservation initiatives, and community-based
cultural projects have benefited. Simply nam-
ing visual arts in policy announcements does
not equate to meaningful involvement in the
implementation process.

He called on the Federal Ministry of Art,
Culture, Tourism and the Creative Economy, the
Ministry of Finance Incorporated, and the CEDF
managers to produce a clear implementation
report.

This report should include details on the
fund’s actual capitalisation, committed and dis-
bursed amounts, a beneficiary list, distribution
across creative subsectors and states, and a
revised timetable for outstanding disburse-
ments.

Goyit clarified that his remarks are meant to
foster dialogue rather than to criticise the
Ministry or dismiss the CEDE

“It is a legitimate demand for transparency,
equity and accountability. The creative sector
cannot be repeatedly celebrated as a pillar of
national development while practitioners
remain uncertain about interventions publicly
created in their name. Government announce-
ments generate expectations; credible imple-
mentation must generate measurable results,”
he concluded.

Nearly three years into Musawa’s tenure, a
question increasingly being asked within the
creative community is whether the institutional
and policy changes have translated into a mean-
ingful difference in the lives and businesses of
practitioners.

That question has become particularly pro-
nounced around the
Creative Economy
Development
Fund, which
was pre-
sented

as one of the administration’s flagship respons-
es to the chronic financing challenges con-
fronting creative businesses.

For Artistic Director of Arojah Royal Theatre
and director of media and publicity of the
National Association of Nigerian Theatre Arts
Practitioners Abuja, Jerry Adesewo, the answer
remains troubling.

Adesewo, who describes his assessment as a
personal opinion devoid of political undertones,
said the ministry’s greatest weakness is the dis-
tance between policy announcements and the
experience of practitioners.

“If you had asked me whether I wanted to com-
ment on the three-year journey of the minister,
my response would have been a capital no,” he
said. “Not because I do not know what to say, nor
because I am afraid of saying what I should say,
but because sometimes it is good to give people
the benefit of the doubt.”

But after observing the ministry’s activities
over the period, Adesewo said he could no
longer avoid an assessment.

“Her tenure has been very ambitious in terms
of policy direction, but considerably weak in
terms of delivery,” he said, arguing that the gap
became particularly obvious when the minis-
ter's performance was measured against the
expectations created by her promises around
financing and the creative economy.

According to him, one of Musawa’s undeniable
achievements has been changing the language
through which government discusses culture.

“She has succeeded in reframing the ministry
around the creative economy, rather than treat-
ing culture principally as heritage and ceremo-
nial activity,” he said.

That conceptual shift, he acknowledged, was
welcomed by practitioners who had long
argued that Nigeria’s creative industries should
be integrated into the country’s economic plan-
ning,.

The minister has herself consistently
framed the sectorin those terms. At a ministerial
and sectoral retreat, she identified limited access
to funding, inadequate infrastructure, piracy,
security concerns and insufficient data as some
of the major constraints to the development of
the creative economy and tourism. She also out-

lined plans around infrastructure, skills,
intellectual property, cre-

ative hubs,

4 tourism infra-
; struc-
ture

and data-driven policy.

But it is precisely on financing that some prac-
titioners say the administration’s promises
have not yet translated into sufficient results.

Adesewo described the Creative Economy
Development Fund as the “anchor point” of his
assessment. “A lot of excitement was generated
around the CEDF,” he said. “Many of us thought,
this is it. The long-awaited financing for the cre-
ative sector has finally arrived. We were expec-
tant. Everyone was watching and waiting for the
programme to become operational.”

His question now is no longer whether the
fund exists as a policy announcement.

“The real question is: how much money has
actually reached how many creatives? Through
what instruments did the money reach them?
On what terms? Was it through grants, loans or
equity? What measurable impact has the fund-
ing produced, whether tangible or intangible?”

For him, those are accountability questions
that the ministry must answer.

Chief Executive Officer of the Abuja
Metropolitan Music Society, Sam C. Ezugwu, is
even more scathing in his assessment.

Speaking from his experience in the cre-
ative sector, Ezugwu said he had yet to see the
impact of the ministry’s financing initiatives
among practitioners around him.

“It has not been felt in the creative industry,
and a lot of filmmakers can relate to what [ am
saying,” he said.

According to him, the financing problem
remains particularly acute for filmmakers who
want to tell Nigerian stories but lack the capital
todosso.

“Filmmakers are always looking for funds to
create films,” he said. “Even though there are
those that collect funds and misuse them, there
are still many genuine filmmakers that want to
tell stories and foster the creative industry.”

Ezugwu said he had heard about the Creative
Economy Development Fund but had not
encountered convincing evidence of its impact.

“I heard about that thing last year, but it is not
really functional,” he said. “I cannot count any-
body that has said, ‘T have collected it and it is
working’.”

His criticism goes beyond the absence of
visible funding. He raised questions about the
transparency of the systems through which
government interventions are implemented.

“There is a transparency issue,” he said.
“Whatever the minister is saying, whatever sys-
tem they have set, the people executing these
systems are battling with transparency. They are
not transparent enough.”

The result, he argued, is a disconnect between
policy makers and the people the policies are
supposed to serve.

“There is a strong disconnection between the
people on top and the people that are actually
supposed to consume,” he said.

For Ezugwu, the result is a creative sector that
continues to operate largely without meaning-
ful government support.

“I do not see government involvement in the
creative industry in Nigeria,” he said, adding
that, in his assessment, the ministry’s perform-
ance deserved “zero” on the question of delivery.

His argument was echoed by Gabriel Jah, a cre-
ative, multimedia engineer and filmmaker, who
described reports of funding disbursement as
difficult to reconcile with the experience of
many practitioners.

“Firstly, this is laughable,” Jah said. “The cre-
ative industry is by far one of the biggest indus-
tries that puts the nation on the map, yet such
reports of a disbursement did not make it to the
mainstream media across the entire country.”

For Jah, geography has also shaped the experi-
ence of practitioners. “As a creative in the East,
alongside fellow Eastern creatives that I just
asked, I did not feel the wave of a disbursement,
letalone the presence of a creative and perform-
ing minister,” he said.

His frustration was sharpened by the absence,
in his view; of visible evidence of the ministry’s
interventions.
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Capacity Building
For 120 Female
Tilers, Block-layers
In Lagos, Ogun
By Sulaimon Salau
M Nigeria Plc, a

provider of innovative
building solutions has com-
menced its 2026 Female
Tilers and Block-laying train-
ing initiative for 120 women
across Lagos and Ogun states
as part of efforts to expand
their practical construction
skills and participation in the
building and construction
sector.

According to the company,
the six-week training is being
implemented across three
locations, with 40 women
each in Ayobo and Epe in
Lagos State and another 40
participants in Abeokuta,
Ogun State.

Speaking on the initiative,
the Director,
Communications, Public
Affairs and Sustainable
Development, HBM Nigeria
Plc, Viola Graham-Douglas,
explained that the pro-
gramme reflects the compa-
ny’s commitment to creating
practical pathways for
women to build sustainable
livelihoods while addressing
the gender gap in skilled con-
struction trades.

Graham-Douglas added that
the programme provides par-
ticipants with exposure to
entrepreneurship, financial
literacy, business registration
and digital skills.

Proventa Commits
To Strengthen
Founder-led,
Family-owned
Businesses’
Structures

By Opeyemi Babalola
OVENTA Global Business

Services Limited has been
launched to help founder-
led, family-owned and
growth-stage  businesses
strengthen the structures,
systems and decision-mak-
ing capabilities required to
grow sustainably.

It is founded and led by
Bashir Arowojobe, with more
than a decade professional
experience and over six years
spent working with business-
es to transform their opera-
tions, strengthen their organ-
isations and move beyond
their initial stages of growth.
In a statement, Arowojobe
said the firm sought to help
companies transition from
entrepreneurial success to
organisational  strength
needed to thrive in the corpo-
rate world.

“Many businesses reach a
point where what worked in
the early years is no longer
enough for the next stage.
The challenge is not always a
lack of ambition or opportu-
nity. Sometimes, the business
has simply outgrown the
structure that got it there.”

He added that Proventa pro-
vides three core services;
business diagnostics, corpo-
rate restructuring and man-
agement advisory.

Beyond The Applause: What US Removal Of Condition
Of Entry Means For Nigeria’s Maritime Future

By Sulaimon Salau

FTER 12 years under a

tringent United States
security regime, Nigeria’s
maritime industry has
secured a significant vote of
confidence with the United
States Coast Guard (USCG)
lifting the Condition of Entry
imposed on vessels sailing
from Nigerian ports to the
US. While shipping compa-
nies have welcomed the deci-
sion as evidence of improved
maritime security and a
potential  catalyst  for
stronger trade, the develop-
ment also places greater
responsibility on Nigerian
authorities to sustain the
gains that led to the change.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, one of the world’s
largest shipping companies,
Maersk noted that the

removal of the Condition of
Entry on Nigeria by the

United States Coast Guard
would further strengthen
Nigeria’'s position in global
shipping trade.

The Terminal Planning Lead
-WAF, Srijesh Subramanian
said: “This is a welcome move
which will enable better trade
both for the importers as well
as the exporters because we
have quite a lot of exports
going on, lots of Nigerians in
the US. Shipping companies
will be a little more bold in
their expansion plans for the
future.

“With the US removal of the
Condition of Entry (COE), it is
saying that Nigeria looks
more like a safer environment
than previously perceived.”

According to him, the lifting
of the restriction reflects an
improved confidence in the
Nigerian maritime security
urging relevant authorities to
sustain these gains.

On his part, the Nigeria
Director of Ocean Network
Express (ONE) in Nigeria, Mr.
Stefan Pedersen also congrat-
ulated Nigeria for the feat
even though his company
does not have direct services
to the United States.
“Congratulations to Nigeria
on thelifting of the Condition
of Entry. It shows the work
that NIMASA has been doing
all these years has actually
paid off, so that is good. At the
moment ONE does not have
any direct sailings to and
from the US so we are notreal-
ly impacted by this. I'm cer-
tain thatit would make direct
trade with the US through the
ports easier. When restric-
tions go away, it usually
improves trade.So, for our
colleagues in the industry
that have direct sailings to
the US, it is going to make it
easier for them,” the Director

said.

Another shipping line,
Pacific International Lines
(PIL) also welcomed the devel-
opment saying the lifting of
the Condition of Entry will
positively impact the image of
Nigeria as a serious maritime
country.

According to its Managing
Director, Mr. UgoOpiah, “It's a
very good one in terms of the
image. Of course, the US is cat-
egorised as one of the big
brother of the world, and
most times if you do qualify
for things that concerns the
US, then you are seen as a
high-integrity player.

“So for Nigeria, with this
being lifted after the number
of years that it had been on us,
it does give a good sign that
we have upped our game in
terms of anything to do with
security in the maritime
industry.”

B n

Senior Vice President, Airports Council International (ACI) World, Antoine Rostworowski (left); Managing Director/CE, Federal Airports Authority of
Nigeria (FAAN), Mrs. Olubunmi Onabanjo-Kuku; and Secretary General, ACI Africa, Ali Tounsi presenting an award to the Minister of Aviation and
Aerospace Development, Festus Keyamo, SAN, at the opening ceremony of the 35th ACI Africa yearly General Assembly and Exhibition, in Abuja.

‘Strong Delivery Capacity Is Vital To Unlock AfCFTA Benefits For Businesses’

By Sulaimon Salau

FRICA must strengthen

its capacity to deliver the
payment systems, efficient
borders and infrastructure
that businesses need to bene-
fit from the African
Continental Free Trade Area
(AfCFTA), Wamkele Mene,
Secretary-General of the
AfCFTA Secretariat, told proj-
ect professionals at Project
Management  Institute’s
Global Summit Series in Cape

Town.

In a fireside conversation
with George Asamani, PMI’s
Managing Director for Sub-
Saharan Africa, Mene out-
lined the work needed to turn
continental trade commit-
ments into easier access to
markets. Priorities include
aligning national policies,
modernising customs and
enabling cross-border pay-
ments in local currencies.
Speaking under the summit
theme Africa Delivers M.O.R.E.

Together, he urged profes-
sionals across infrastructure,
construction, agriculture,
services and customs to con-
sider how their expertise
could help connect African
economies.

He illustrated the cost of
fragmented markets
through a transaction
between businesses in Ghana
and Kenya. Despite trading
within Africa, the businesses
may need to purchase a third
currency, typically the US dol-

lar, to complete payment. He
estimated the associated cur-
Tency conversion costs across
the continentatapproximate-
ly US$5 billion annually.
Mene pointed to the Pan-
African  Payment  and
Settlement System (PAPSS),
developed by Afreximbank in
collaboration with the AfCFTA
Secretariat, as a practical
response. The system enables
cross-border payments in
local currencies, reducing
reliance on third currencies.

ALX Seeks Stronger Systems Turning Africa’s Youth Talent ToEconomic Opportunity

By Sulaimon Salau

LX, a pan-African talent

ccelerator has called for
greater alignment between
skills providers, employers,
governments and develop-
ment institutions to ensure
Africa’s growing youth talent
translates into jobs, entrepre-
neurship and broader eco-
nomic opportunity.

Regional Director, West &
Central Africa at ALX, Ruby
Igwe, at a CNBC Africa Power
Lunch West Africa, argued
thatas young Africans contin-
ue to build digital skills,
launch businesses and partic-
ipate in new forms of work,
the conversation must move

beyond whether young peo-
ple are ready to whether the
systems around them can
create opportunity at suffi-
cient scale.

“Young Africans are already
doing the work to develop
skills, build businesses and
participate in the gig econo-
my. The question is no longer
only whether they are ready,
but whether the systems
around them are ready to
build on what is working and
scale their impact,” Igwe said.

She pointed to ALX’s experi-
ence as evidence of the scale
of demand for skills develop-
ment, with the organisation
having trained more than

350,000 young people across
Africa since 2021.

With 10 to 12 million young
Africans entering the labour
market each year, while only
about three million formal
jobs are created annually,
Africa faces a scale of opportu-
nity that no single institution
can address alone.

"As Africa moves deeper into
industrialisation and digital
transformation, our focus
must be on expanding access
so more young Africans can
participate. The opportunity
is not just to adapt, but to lead
the transformation.

“Young people have already
shown they're willing to do

the work. Our job now is to
make sure the systems around
them, from policy to funding
to hiring, are moving at the
same speed they are."

According to her, closing the
gap requires coordinated
action across four fronts: skills
providers expanding access to
practical, industry-aligned
training; governments
strengthening infrastructure
and enabling policy; develop-
ment institutions helping to
finance proven models at
scale; and employers clearly
defining the skills they need
while creating meaningful
entry-level pathways for
emerging talent.

FITC TechNnovation
FinTech Conference
6.0 Explores Future
Of Intelligent
Financia
Ecosystems

By Sulaimon Salau

E Financial Institutions
Training Centre (FITC) has
hosted the sixth edition of its
flagship ~ TechNnovation
FinTech Conference, bringing
together regulators, financial
institutions, fintech leaders,
technology innovators, poli-
cymakers, academia, and
industry experts to examine
the future of intelligent finan-
cial ecosystems. The confer-
ence was themed: “Building
Intelligent Financial
Ecosystems: Harnessing Al,
Blockchain, and Autonomous
Systems to Boost Productivity
and Trust.”
In her keynote remarks, FITC
MD|CEO, Dr. Chizor Malize,
emphasized that the finan-
cial services industry has
moved beyond basic digital
transformation into an era
where technology increas-
ingly supports decision-mak-
ing, automates processes,
anticipates risks, and enables
entirely new models of serv-
ice delivery. She noted that
while technology is already
transforming financial trans-
actions and customer experi-
ences, the more important
question is the kind of finan-
cial ecosystem stakeholders
choose to build with these
technologies.

IBIC Data Centre
Academy Expands
Workforce
Programme

To Kenya

By Opeyemi Babalola
E International Business

Training College (IBTC),
through its Data Centre
Academy, has expanded its
data centre workforce devel-
opment programme to
Kenya, seeking to equip engi-
neering and technology grad-
uates with skills for employ-
ment in the country’s grow-
ing data centre industry.

The programme, supported
by  Schneider  Electric
University, the Africa Data
Centres Association (ADCA)
and other industry partners,
was formalised during ITW
&Datacloud Africa in Nairobi.

The Kenya rollout, building
on successful programmes
already established in South
Africa and Nigeria, will com-
bine technical training, pro-
fessional certification and
practical industry exposure
to address critical skills short-
ages across Africa's data cen-
tre ecosystem.

As part of the programme,
participants will undertake
the Data Centre Certified
Associate (DCCA I) training
using curriculum provided
through Schneider Electric
University.

The curriculum covers key
data centre infrastructure dis-
ciplines, including power,
cooling, energy manage-
ment, security and controls.
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From Wastage To Wealth: How Nigeria Can Turn Agricultural Surplus Into Value

By Ghenga Akinfenwa

R decades, Nigeria has continued to pro-
duce more of some agricultural products
beyond its domestic demands. This supposed
blessing turned out otherwise as a result of
mixed factors, including poor storage, limit-
ed processing capacity, and underdeveloped
infrastructure.

In2023,areport published by Foundation for
Investigative Journalism (FI]), Nigeria high-
lighted how agricultural abundance in
Africa’s most populous country is birthing
surplus, only for much of it to later become
waste. The report delves into how resourceful
trees in Osun State, Southwest Nigeria, pro-
duce excessive mangoes beyond local con-
sumption.

The cost? How much of those resources will
spoil before they can generate lasting value?
That failure is not just a loss of food. It exposes
a missed opportunity that spans industrious
creativity, job creation, and stronger foreign
exchange.

Through political will and serious invest-
ments from private investors, this article
posits some icebreakers that could unlock
economic growth in the country
Nigeria’s Wastage Burdens

PART from being the top contributor of
assava and yams all over the world,
Nigeria is a major producer of fruits such as
mangoes, oranges, pineapples, and more,
indicating that the country’s agricultural
strength is apparent.

Data places Nigeria in the top-nine global
ranking as the highest producer of mangoes,
with a staggering total of 850,000 metric tons
per year. In 2021, the former Permanent
Secretary, Federal Ministry of Trade and
Investment, Nasir Sani-Gwarzo, encouraged
Osun farmers to restrategise their production
capacity in a bid to meet global demands. In
addition, the former administration of Osun
signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with the International Institute of
Tropical Agriculture (IITA) to take advantage
of the state’s agricultural blessing.

Despite the testimonies, several reports have
chronicle Nigeria's large-scale post-harvest
losses amid rising food insecurity. Also, esti-
mates by the Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO), including local studies,
place post-harvest losses for perishable farm
produce between 20 and 40 per cent across
the country.

The reason for the above data is not far-
fetched. Inadequate cold chains, weak aggre-
gation systems, and limited processing facili-
ties are causative factors. Beyond the figure
lies a direct story. Every ton lost is an unre-
alised income for farmers, processors, and the
wider economy.

Beyond the startling losses, experts warned
that harsh bottlenecks, coupled with logistics
infrastructural setbacks, remained critical

hurdles, hitting at the nerves of investment
and policy actions in Nigeria.
The Pathfinder
’ID address this historical wastage, immedi-
ate actions must be directed towards sta-
ble beverage manufacturing investments.
Nigeria possesses the potential to produce lig-
uid products. Intentional plans are what the
country needs in order to cash out on surplus
fruits, milk, and starches. From fruit juices to
dairy-based drinks, bottled water, and malt
beverages, serious investment in the bever-
age value chain offers one of the most con-
vincing paths to reduce post-harvest losses
while driving inclusive economic growth.

Efficient storage before transportation to the
necessary destinations proves more benefi-
cial than raw produce. This is an indicator
that sustainable processing facilities have
strong potential to convert perishable output
into stable and higher-margin goods, result-
ing in longer shelflife and export potential.

Ripe mangoes that take a snail’s pace before
reaching urban markets can be turned into
puree or concentrates. This will sharply boost
commercial life, enabling steady supply to
factories and retailers.

Analysts, including researchers, argued that
value addition raises agriculture’s contribu-
tion to Gross Domestic Product (GDP) by shift-
ing revenue from low-margin raw sales to
higher-margin manufactured goods, point-
ing to the fact that the macroeconomic bene-
fits are tangible.

Beverage factories create jobs at multiple
skill levels. Farm workers, drivers and logistics
staff, factory line workers, quality-control
technicians, packaging workers and sales
teams each of them is empowered for steady
supply. Beverage investments also unlocked
another opportunity for Small and Medium

Enterprises (SMEs), creating a new workforce
for bottle manufacturers, labelling firms, and
distribution platforms.

For regions facing high youth unemploy-
ment, these are direct pathways to sustainable
jobs. A productive juice processing plant can
empower hundreds of people directly and sup-
port thousands indirectly through farming
and logistics. The shift will also strengthen
export capacity, drawing foreign exchange
earnings. This is because concentrates and
aseptic-packaged juices tend to travel more
cheaply and reliably than fresh fruit.

Under the African Continental Free Trade Area
(AfCFTA)), improved standards could widen
pan-African distribution, as export-grade
branding is positioned to capture premiums
abroad. This is a significant opportunity for
producers to reach regional markets, includ-
ing the Nigerian diaspora in Europe, North
America, and other parts of the world.
What Is Next?
’I‘O achieve the above objectives, decisive
financial support to strengthen raw pro-
cessing capacity s critical. Many entrepreneurs
lack access to capital to purchase the necessary
facilities. For smallholder farmers, access to
that equipment is a distant hope. This is
because high interest rates and short repay-
ment periods continue to frustrate equipment
purchasing power for the individuals who seek
it.

With erratic power supply plaguing Nigeria,
another move to bridge the gap is solar-pow-
ered refrigerated storage facilities, coupled
with improved rural road links to reduce
spoilage. Friendly public policy to attract
investors is never an option, either. Tax relief
for greenfield beverage plants, light duties on
specialised equipment for a limited window,
and allocation of land for agro-processing clus-

ters with utilities are important in eliminat-
ing entry barriers.

To attract external consumers, the country
must convince the outside world through
its standards and quality control, as sanitary
and phytosanitary requirements are non-
negotiable for domestic safety and export
validation. This is why significant invest-
ment in laboratory testing, certification
programmes, and training for quality assur-
ance poses a high possibility of reducing
product rejection while enhancing local
brand reputation.

Before attempting to satisfy external needs,
Nigeria must meet its internal consump-
tion. This is a case where social marketing,
such as distribution partnerships, is neces-
sary. We can place products in schools, hos-
pitals, and government feeding pro-
grammes, creating reliable early buyers and
scaling production.

Typical examples have already put the
country in the driver's seat. Nigerian firms
have turned surplus cassava into starch and
sweeteners for local and industrial use. They
have proven that primary commodities can
underpin downstream industries.

Juice processors that partner with small-
holder outgrowers provide seedlings,
agronomy support,and guaranteed offtake.
This has stabilised farmers’ incomes while
securing factory supply. For example, the
Benue State Government pledges to lever-
age agriculture in cutting Nigeria’s N68b
import bill on fruit concentrates. In dairy,
cooperative milk collection systems paired
with pasteurisation plants have reduced
spoilage and boosted local milk markets in
several states.

In Kano State, a government body handed
over 98 milk collection centres to manage-
ment committees across the 30 local coun-
cil areas of the state in 2026. This is aimed at
improving dairy production and strength-
ening the livestock value chain. Similar facil-
ities have been delivered to the state earlier,
targeted to address Nigeria’s historical year-
ly $1.3b dairy import deficit.

One of the direct results is Go-Fresh Mango
Flavoured Drink, produced in Kano and
being supplied across many states of
Northern Nigeria like Sokoto. As the above
scenarios revealed, public-private partner-
ship is a practical way to mobilise the large
upfront capital needed for cold chains and
processing parks.

Nigeria’s agricultural potential has long
been suffocated by failure to convert sur-
pluses into sustained income streams. With
serious investments in rethinking the coun-
try’s agricultural outlooks, experts advised
that the beverage industry presents a mean-
ingful economic opportunity.

Mashood is a fellow at Ominira Initiative’s
Free Trade Fellowship

Alrica’s Wheat Revolution Gets Regional Push As Workshop Ends In Addis Ababa

By Ghenga Akinfenwa

FORthree days, the Wheat Compact
of Technologies for African Agri-
cultural Transformation (TAAT), led
by ICARDA and backed by the African
DevelopmentBank, held a high-stakes
regional workshop to scaleimproved
wheat technologies and fix the seed
systems.

The workshop brought together the
peopledriving one of the continent’s
most consequential agricultural trans-
formations: the race to scale improved
wheat technologies and fix the seed
systems thatdecide whether farmers
canactually get their hands on them.

It pulled together an unusuallybroad
coalition: policymakers, plant breeders,
seed companies, regulators, farmer
organisations, development partners,
and digital technology providers —

all in the same room, working the
same problem from different angles.

The stakes were higher as wheat has
become a cornerstone of food and
nutrition security across Africa, yet
the continent’s fields still can’t keep
pace with its appetite. Millions of
tonnes are imported every year to fill
the gap.

Seven countries at the frontline of
Africa’s wheat push — Ethiopia, Tan-
zania, Nigeria, Sudan, Zimbabwe,
Kenya,and Mali—will laid their cards
on the table, sharing hard-won expe-
rience in breeding, seed production,
marketing, digital tools,and the policy
frameworks that make or break scale-
up efforts.

The agendareadslikea full diagnostic
of the wheat value chain: where pro-
duction and consumption trends are
heading, howresearch and varietyre-

lease pipelines are performing, the
state of the seed sector — including
the digital innovations and regional
harmonisation efforts working to
smooth seed trade across borders —
and a frankaccounting of what TAAT's
firstand second phases have actually
delivered for farmers on the ground,
successes and setbacks alike.
Itisn’tforlack of good science. Breeders
have delivered a new generation of
wheatvarieties bred to survive the ex-
tremes of a changing climate — heat-
tolerant, disease-resistant, and high-
yielding, The problem lies downstream:
weak seed systems, patchy access to
certified seed, tangled regulations,
and a seed trade that too often stops
at the border. Brilliant varieties are
only as powerful as farmers’ ability to
plant them — and that’s exactly the
bottleneck this workshop has been

called to break.

Itwasn’tjust talking shop, as delegates
traded the conference hall for Ethiopian
wheat fields, meeting farmers, breeders,
and private-sector players firsthand
— a chance for genuine south-south
learning from a country widely seen
as a bellwether for what an African
wheat revolution can look like when
the pieces come together.

By the close of the workshop, it turned
out to be not just a conversation. The
outputsinclude adocumented status
report on wheat research and devel-
opmentacross the participating coun-
tries,a record of TAAT’s achievements,
best practices, and success stories, a
concrete roadmap for scaling tech-
nologies and strengthening seed sys-
tems — digital tools included — plus
deeper partnerships between public
and private seed players,and published

proceedings to carry the findings for-
ward.

The TAAT Wheat Compact Leader, Dr
Wauletaw Tadesse, on behalf of the or-
ganisers, said the workshop “will bea
catalyst for Africa’s wheat transforma-
tion — unlocking better access to
quality seed, faster technology adop-
tion, stronger digital seed systems
and regional markets,and the enabling
conditions for productivity, food se-
curity, private investment, and lasting
wheat self-sufficiency.”

The bigger prize is continental: faster
access to quality seed, wider adoption
of technology, smarter digital seed
systems, stronger regional seed mar-
kets, and a more attractive climate
for private investment. Put together,
it'sa bid to push Africa meaningfully
closer to wheat self-sufficiency —one
seed, one field, one policy fixata time.
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E Pharmacy Department
of the University of Benin
Teaching Hospital (UBTH), on
Friday, commemorated the
2026 World Pharmacists Day
with a call for greater recogni-
tion of the role of pharmacists
in quality healthcare delivery.
Theevent, heldwiththetheme,
“Empowering Pharmacists for
Healthier Futures,” featured a
courtesy visit by the depart-
ment to the Chief Medical
Director(CMD)of the hospital,
Prof. Idialze-lyamu.

The delegation, led by the
Head of Department, Dr. Edith
Yovwin, highlighted the con-
tributions of pharmacists to
patientcare,medicationsafety
and the delivery of quality
healthcare services.

The UBTH DCMAC Research
and Ethics, Prof. Adebola
Ehizele, whoreceived the dele-
gation on behalf of the CMD,
thanked the department for
the engagement.

[ze-lyamu commended phar-
macistsfortheircontributions
to quality healthcare services
globally and at UBTH, while
acknowledging their role in
strengthening patient care.

The visit also provided an
opportunity to highlight the
contribution of pharmacists
to health education, research
and innovation, as well as the
promotionof medicationsafe-

ty.

CIOTA Announces
8th National
Conference On
Multimodal
Transport

By Ghenga Salau
E Chartered Institute of

Transport Administration
of Nigeria (CIOTA) has
announceditseighthNational
Transport Conference, with a
call for stronger integration of
Nigeria’s road, rail, maritime,
aviation, inland waterways
and pipeline transport sys-
tems.

The National President and
Chairman of the Governing
Council of CIOTA, Prince Segun
Ochuko Obayendo, disclosed
thisonFridayatapressbriefing
in Lagos.
Obayendosaid the conference,
themed Integrated
Multimodal Transport System
for Sustainable Development
inNigeria,wouldbringtogeth-
er policymakers, transport
professionals, investors, aca-
demics, development part-
ners and operators across the
various transport sectors.

He said Nigeria could not
achieve sustainable develop-
ment through isolated trans-
port systems, stressing that
roads, railways, seaports, air-
ports and inland waterways
neededtooperateasaconnect-
ed national network to reduce
logistics costs, improve safety;
boost trade competitiveness,
create jobs and support eco-
nomic growth.

restored key provisions of
the Electoral Act 2026 govern-
ing political party member-
ship registers and the nomi-
nation of candidates, a deci-
sion that could place greater
statutoryobligationson polit-
ical parties ahead of the 2027
general elections.
The seven-member panel, led
by Justice Adamujauro, on
Thursday allowed the appeal
filed by the Independent
National Electoral
Commission (INEC), set aside
the July 16 judgment of the
Court of Appeal and restored
the judgment of the Federal
High Court, Abuja, which had
dismissed the constitutional
challenge brought by the
Zenith Labour Party (ZLP).
The apex court held that
Sections 77(5), 77(6), 77(7) and
84(2) of the Electoral Act 2026
were not inconsistent with

awarded N2 million costs
against the ZLP.

The decision reverses the
Court of Appeal judgment
which had voided the disput-
ed provisions after finding
them inconsistent with con-
stitutional provisionsrelating
to political parties.

Under Section 77(5), only
members whose names are
contained in a political party's
membership register submit-
ted to INEC at least 21 days
before a primary, congress or
convention are eligible to par-
ticipate in the exercise.

Section 77(6) prevents a party
fromusingamembershipreg-
ister other than the one sub-
mitted to INEC for its primar-
ies, congresses and conven-
tions.

Section 77(7) provides that a
political party that fails to sub-

o)

President and CEO of Avalon Advanced Materials, Scott Monteith (left); CEO World Energy Cou

within the prescribed period is
noteligible to field a candidate
for an election.

Section 84(2), meanwhile, pre-
scribes direct primaries or con-
sensusasthemethodsforpolit-
ical parties to nominate candi-
dates for elective offices.
Thecombinedeffectisthatpar-
ties preparing for the2027elec-
tions will have to pay close
attention to the membership
register submitted to INEC, the
timing of its submission and
compliance with the statutory
procedure for selecting candi-
dates.

But legal practitioners have
cautionedagainstinterpreting
the judgment as an automatic
disqualification of candidates
whose nominations may sub-
sequently be questioned.
Reactingtothejudgment,legal
practitioner, Dr Y.G. Manjo said

O

ncil Nigeria, Bala Wunti; founder and Executive

tled the constitutional validi-
ty of the statutory provisions
but had not determined the
validity or invalidity of indi-
vidual candidates.
Accordingtohim, thevalidity
of Section 77 is different from
whether a particular candi-
date complied with the sec-
tion.

He said any challenge to an
individual nomination
would still have to be deter-
minedonitsownfacts,includ-
ing the membership register
submitted by the party, when
it was submitted, the date of
the primary and whether the
applicable register was used.
Manjo also cautioned against
assuming that the judgment
automatically invalidated
recent PDP senatorial nomi-
nations or substitutions in
Kwara State.
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Chairman of political-risk consultancy Veracity Worldwide, Steven Fox; Principal at Drive Path Advisors and former Bloomberg Television anchor, Alix
Steel at the 2026 Concordia Annual Summit, held alongside the United Nations General Assembly in New York.

Appoint Abia Indigene A Minister To Make APC Job Easier, Nto Appeals To Tinubu

By Onyedika Aghedo
CHIEFTAIN of the All
rogressives Congress
(APC)inAbiaStateand former
Commissioner for Finance
andEconomicPlanning,Prof.
Phillips Nto, has appealed to
President Bola Ahmed
Tinubu to appoint an indi-
gene of the state as minister
to replace  Nkeiruka
Onyejeocha, who resigned
from the Federal Executive
Council more than six

months ago.

Nto made the appeal when

he received APC stakeholders
from Ututu, arguing that the
continued vacancy in Abia’s
ministerial slot had raised
questions about the state’s
representation in the Federal
Executive Council.

Hesaid appointingareplace-
ment would also strengthen
theAPCinthestateand makes
it easier for members to cam-
paignforTinubu’sre-election.
Nto noted that states such as
OyoandBauchi,whose minis-
ters had resigned from the
cabinet, had their replace-

ments appointed almost
immediately, while Abia’s
slot remained vacant.
“I'really don’t know what is
responsible for the delay, but
I believe that Mr. President
should move swiftly to
address the issue and give
Abiapeopleasenseofbelong-
ing,” he said.
According tohim,APCmem-
bers in the state had been
forced to answer questions
from opposition parties over
why the president had not
appointed an Abia indigene

tothevacantministerial posi-
tion.

“Mr. President will make our
job easier if he appoints an
Abia person as a minister so
that we could also be part of
theadministration,” Ntosaid.

The former commissioner,
whowasalsoasenatorialaspi-
rant on the APC platform,
appealed to Tinubu to
appoint anyone of his choice
to the position if disagree-
ments among stakeholders
were responsible for the
delay.

Nigeria's Major Challenge Is Lack Of Unity; Love Among Its People - Hamzat

By David Emokpae
E Deputy Governor of

Lagos State and APC gover-
norship candidate,
DrKadiriObafemiHamzat,
has stated that the major rea-
sonNigeriaisnotattainingits
aspirations as a nation is
because its people are not
united.

He spoke at the Special Jumat
service and prayers held in
commemoration of Nigeria's
66th Independence Day cele-
bration, held at Lagos
Secretariat Community

Central mosque, on Friday.

HamzatspokeonwhyNigeria
iswhere it is today, saying, "we
are not united, we don't like
each other, and as such, we
don't have coincidence of
wants."Healsosaid thatoneof
Nigeria's problems is that it is
expanding without taking
responsibility.

"Our challengeislackof unity
as a people.We often see our-
selvesdifferently,and that cre-
ates division rather than
shared purpose. But if we are
united, come together and

work as one, we already have
the talent, the ability, and the
resources to move this coun-
tryforward. Unity s therefore
very important, and I believe
it is one of our major chal-
lenges," said Hamzat.

Speakingon howthe govern-
ment and citizens can work
together to build a better
nation,hesaiditisnotjustgov-
ernment's responsibility, but
a shared responsibility
between religious institu-
tions, traditional institutions,
the private sector, and citi-

zens.

"We have seen it happen
before, like during COVID-19,
when everyone came togeth-
er. The private sector con-
tributed, and people support-
ed one another. We need to
sustain that spirit beyond
emergencies and make it part
of our everyday national life.
That is what Lagos State has
beenadvocatingand whatwe
hope will spread across the
country," he said. The Deputy
Governor admonished
Nigerians to unite.

GUN State government
ascalledoncivilservants
inthestatetoupholdfinancial
prudence, accountability and
professionalism in the dis-
charge of their responsibili-
ties.

The Commissioner for
Transportation, Olugbenga
Dairo,whogave theadviceata
retirementandsend-forthcer-
emony in honour of the
Director of Finance and
Accounts in the ministry, Mr.
SolagbadeSakirudeen, who
retired fromactiveserviceand
the Director of
Administration and Supplies,
Mrs. OluwakemiSomoye -
Osokoya, whowas transferred
fromtheministry,stressed the
need for dedication and pro-
fessionalism in the discharge
of their responsibilities

Represented by the
Permanent Secretary in the
ministry, Mrs. Aderonke
Tokunbo-Peters, Dairo
described the two officers as
meticulous and thorough-
bred civil servants whose con-
tributions had made the
administration and financial
management of the ministry
more efficient and seamless.
He said their commitment to
duty, professionalism and
dedication had contributed
significantly to the achieve-
ment of the ministry's objec-
tives under the Prince
DapoAbiodun’s led
Administration.

Akwa Ibom Targets
Mechanised Farming
For Food Sufficiency

KWA Ibom State govern-
ent has said that it is
supporting increased food
production through mecha-
nised farming by initiating a
tree crop revolution pro-
gramme and providing N2b
as grants to farmers under
Arise Agenda of Pastor
UmoEno's administration in
the last three years.

Speaking during the brief-
ingtomarkthe39thanniver-
sary of the state, the
Commissioner for
Agriculture, DrOffiong Offor,
said the present administra-
tion in the state has made
landmark achievements in
agriculture, including spon-
sorship of cocoa challenge
programme, where cocoa
farmers are being supported
with capacity building and
training.

Offor explained that Pastor
UmoEno had commissioned
farm equipment leasing
company, where farmers
obtained farm machines at
subsidised rate for ground
preparations and planting.
"GovernorUmoEnodefinite-
ly has commissioned the
equipment leasing compa-
ny, and that company has
tractors and farm imple-
ments that support farmers
in land preparation, heavily
subsidised by 50 per cent.
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ABUBAKAR: |, formerly known as
Abubakar Ballah now wish to be
addressed as Abubakar Maham-
mad Balla. All former documents
remain valid. General public take
note.

ADDITION OF NAME: I, formerly
as Akintunde Mary Moninuade
and Daniel Mary Moninuade now
known as Ajayi Mary Moninuade.
All former documents remain
valid. Public note.

ADDITION OF NAME: |, formerly
known as Akaeme Paul now wish
to be addressed as AKAEME Paul
Chimezie. All former documents re-
main valid. BVN, Zenith bank Public
take note.

ADELABLU: |, formerly known as
Eborah Nmelichukwu Dumebi now
wish to be addressed as Adelabu
Nmelichukwu Dumebi ,All former
documents remain valid . General
public take note.

ADELAKUN: ], formerly known as
Adelakun Zainab Dolapo now wish
to be addressed as Bello Dolapo
Zainab. All former documents re-
main valid. Geanral public take
note.

ADERIBIGBE: I, formerly known
as Victoria Iyanu Makinde now
wish to be addressed as VICTORIA
lyanu Aderibigbe . All former doc-
uments remain valid. Bethel prayer
life Church And general public take
note.

ADETUN]JI: I, Adetunji Funmilayo
Olayin, wish to be addressed as
Bello Olufunmilayo Sarah. All exist-
ing documents remain valid. Pub-
lic, take note.

AFOLAYAN: |, formerly known as
Issac Sunday now wish to be ad-
dressed as Afolayan Isaac Sunday.
My DOB is 10/01/1972 not
10/5/1958. All former documents
remain valid general public take
note.

AGBO: |, formerly known as Agbo,
Evelyn Anayo now wishes tobe ad-
dressed as lke, Evelyn Anayo. All
former  documents  remain
valid..General public, take note.

AINOSE: [, formerly known as
Favour Erhabor now wish to be
addressed as Favour Ainose
Otaigbe All concerned authorities,
financial institutions, and General
public take note.

AIWANFO: |, formerly known as
Aaron Emokpae now wish to bead-
dressed as Aiwanfo Aaron Emok-
pae all former documents remain
valid general public take note.

AKAEME: |, formerly known as
Mbah, Ruth Endurance, now wish
to be addressed as Mrs Akaeme,
Ruth Endurance. All former docu-
ments remain valid. General public
take note.

ALLEN-TAYLOR: [, formerly
known as Oluwaseun Tolulope
Allen-Taylor now wish to be ad-
dressed as Oluwaseun Tolulope
ABITOYE. All former documents
remain valid. Public take note.

AWOMADE: |, formerly known as
Miss King Oyinkansola Anuoluwapo
Now wish to be addressed as Mrs
Awomade Oyinkansola Anuoluwapo
(All former documents remain valid
General public take note.

AYENI: [, formerly known as Badejo
Oluwatobiloba Modupe Now wish to
be addressed as Ayeni Oluwato-
biloba Modupe all former documents
remain valid general public take note.

AYOOLA: Formerly known as Ay-
oola, Isaac Oluwamayomikun A, now
addressed as Ayoola, Isaac Oluwa-
mayomikun Ayoyemi. Former docu-
ments remain valid. Signed: Mojisola
Ayoola (Mother).

BASSEY: ], formerly known and ad-
dressed as Miss Esther Adjoa Quist,
now wish to be addressed as Mrs. Es-
ther Adjoa Bassey. All former docu-
ments remain valid. General public
and authorities concerned please
take note.

BLESSING: |, formerly known as
Miss Jared, Blessing Lanks now wish
to be known as Mrs. Okpighe, Bless-
ing Lanks. All former documents re-
main valid. Public notice.

CONFIRMATION OF NAME: That,
Gabriel Anthony, and Thonde An-
thony Akhafa is same person now
addressed as  lhonde Anthony
Akhafan. My DOB is 05-02-1985,
former documents remains valid
public note.

CONFIRMATION OF NAME: Lfor-
merly known as Douglas Osinachi
Yvonne now wish to be addressed as
Douglas Yvonne . All former docu-
ments remain valid general public
take note.

CONFIRMATION OF NAME: |, for-
merly known as Amede Joanne
Otekpen Now wish to be addressed
as Eze Joanne Kenedy .All former
documents remain valid general
public take note.

CONFIRMATION OF NAME: ],
Adeyemi Sileola, Adegoke, is same
person as Adeyemi Adegoke, now
Adeyemi Sileola. All former docu-
ments remain valid. Public note.

CORRECTION OF NAME: | formerly
formerly known as Chinwendu
Peace Nwokpe Now wish to be ad-
dressed as Chinwendu Peace Elechi
all former documents remain valid
(BVN) and general public take note.

CORRECTION OF NAME: [, formerly
Chinelo Cynthia Ojukwu to be ad-
dressed as Chinelomma Cynthia
Olivia Ojukwu. My DOB is 23/ 06 /
1996 not 23/06/1991.All former
documents remain valid.

CORRECTION OF NAME: [, formerly
known as Ogunbanjo Boluwatife
Ebun Now wish to be addressed as
Ogunbanjo Boluwatife Ebunoluwa all
former documents remain valid gen-
eral public take note.

CORRECTION OF NAME: | formerly
known as Aalivah Philemon
Tawasimi Now wish to be addressed
as Aaliyah Atazamu Ephraim all for-
mer documents remain valid general
public take note.

CORRECTION OF NAME: Ifor-
merly known as Edidiong-Abasi
Emmanuel Inyangudoh Now wish
to be addressed as Edidiongabasi
Emmanuel Inyangudoh all former
documents remain valid general
public take note.

CORRECTION OF NAME: ], for-
merly known as Ismail afeez
adekunle/afeez adekunle ismaeel
Now wish to be addressed as Is-
maeel afeez adekunle all former
documents remain valid (NIMC)
and general public take note.

CORRECTION OF NAME: |, for-
merly known as Emuni Danasabe
now wish to be addressed as
Emonyi Magaji Gimba all former
documents remain valid general
public take note.

CORRECTION OF NAME: 1, for-
merly known as Turner Gbenga
now wish to be addressed as
Turner Olugbenga Solomon. For-
mer documents remain valid. Gen-
eral public take note.

CORRECTION OF NAME: My name
was wrongly written as Nurudeen
Hameed instead of Afolabi Nu-
rudeen Hameed Akinloye. All for-
mer documents remain valid.
General public take note.

DONOR: 1, Formerly known as
DONOR FIDELIA now wish to be
addressed as OSUKPORU JOY FI-
DELIA. All former documents re-
main valid. General public, take
note.

DANIEL: |, formerly known as ADE-
POJU Blessing Nwakaego now
wish to be addressed as DANIEL,
Blessing Nwakaego all former doc-
uments remain valid general public
take note.

EJIROGHENE: |, formerly known as
Miss Okor, Ejiroghene Ann now
wish to be known as Mrs. Igbigbi,
Ejiroghene Ann. All former docu-
ments remain valid. Public notice.

EKHORAGBON: |, formerly known
as Ekhoragbon Bright Eghosa now
wish to be addressed as Anthony
Bright. All former documents re-
mainvalid. General public take note.

EKWO: |, formerly known as John-
son Ekwo Ekwo A. now wish to be
addressed as Ekwo Johnson
Alechenu. All former documents re-
mainvalid. General public take note.

ELEGAH: | formerly known as
Atuah Ikhionotse Evelyn now wish
to be addressed as Elegah
Ikhionotse Evelyn all former docu-
ments remain valid general public
take note .

EMOLE: |, formerly known as Re-
becca Biekpoma Emole now wish
to be addressed as Rebecca Emole
All former documents remain valid
general public take note.

EZEMEGWALLU: |, formerly known
as Ezemegwalu Clara Adaku now
wish to be addressed as Ezemeg-
walu Adaku Clara. All former docu-
ments remain valid .Bank and
General public take note.

EZEUGO: |, formerly Ezeugo
Adaeze Chidinmaasit'sonmy BVN.
Now wish to be addressed as
Ezeugo Sharon as it's on my NIN/
International passport. All former
documents remain valid. Public
note.

EZIOGOR: |, formerly known as
Eziogor Rosline Onome now wish
to be addressed as Eziogor Roseline
Oghenemene all former documents
remain valid Ecobank (BVN) ,gen-
eral public take note.

FRANCIS: I, formerly known as
Amoo Ayomide Oluwaseun now
wish tobe addressed as Francis Ay-
omide Oluwaseun. All former doc-
uments remain valid general public
take note.

IMADUEJIEMU 1, formerly known
as Imaduejiemu Florence now
wish to be addressed as Imado-
jemu Florence. All former docu-
ments remain valid. General public
take note.

IYOBHEBHE: [, formerly knownas
Miss lyobhebhe Maris now wish
to be addressed as Mrs. Atiemori
Maris. All former documents re-
mains valid. General public take
note.

IZUAGIE: 1, formerly known as
Ifeanyi Augusta Browne now wish
to be addressed as Ifeanyi Augusta
Izuagie. All former documents re-
main valid general public take note.

JOHN: I, formerly known as John
Awodojemeh now wish to be
known as Tunde Awodojemeh
David. All former documents re-
main valid. General public take note.

KAREEM: 1, formerly known as
Taofeek Islamiat Oriyvomi now wish
to be addressed as Mrs. Kareem Is-
lamiat Oriyomi. All former docu-
ments remain valid. General public
take note.

KEHINDE: 1, formerly known as
Miss. Kehinde Mercy Yewande
now wish to be addressed as Mrs.
Bolarinwa Mercy Yewande. All for-
mer documents remain valid . Gen-
eral public take note.

NGOZI: Iformerly known as Sun-
day Ngozi Favour Now wish to be
addressed as Ichoku Ngozi Favour
all former documents remain valid
general public take note.

OBODO: |, formerly known as
Obodo Rachael Oghenekevwe now
wish to be addressed as Mrs.
Okakoso Rachael Oghenekevwe. All
former documents remain valid. Fi-
nancial Institutions, NIMC ,Public
note.

OGUNDE: 1, formerly Mr Kolawole
Olumayokun Ogunde now to be
known as Mr  Kolawole
Olumayokun. All former docu-
ments remain valid. General Public
take note.

OGUNDE: |, formerly Mrs Olusola
Olufunke Ogunde now to be known
as Mrs Olusola  Olufunke
Olumayokun. all former documents
remain valid. general Public take
note.

OGUNDE: 1, formerly Mr
Oluwaseyi Moyosoreoluwa
Ogunde now to be known as Mr
Oluwaseyi Moyosoreoluwa
Olumayokun. all former docu-
ments remain valid. General public
take note.

OGUNSOLA: [, formerly known, as
Ogunsola Rasheed Kayode now
wish to be addressed as Ogunsola-
Folorunsho Rasheed Kayode ‘All
former documents remain valid.
Public note

OIGIANGBE: |, formerly knownas
Oigiangbe Best Obose now wish
to be addressed as Oigiangbe
Best. All former documents re-
mains valid . General public take
note.

0]I: 1 formerly known as 0ji Wey-
imi Lulu now wish to be known as
Israel Weyimi Lulu. All former doc-
uments remain valid. General pub-
lic take note.

OKECHUKWLU: |, formerly known
as Okechukwu Christopher now
wish to be addressed as Eke
Okechukwu Christopher. All for-
mer documents remain valid. Gen-
eral public take note.

OKODUGHA: |, formerly Miss Oko-
dugha Magdalene, now wish to be
addressed as Mrs Ogbe Magda-
lene. Former documents remain
valid. General public, and authori-
ties take note.

OKOH: |, formerly known as
Bassey Joseph Okoh now wish to
be addressed as Joseph Edem
Bassey. All former documents re-
main valid. General public take
note.

OKEKE: Formerly known as Chuk-
wuebuka Sean Okeke , now wishes
to be addressed as Sean Chukwue-
buka Okeke. All former documents
remain valid. General public take
note.

OKOROAFOR: 1, formerly known
as Okoroafor Adaobi Tessy now
wish to be addressed as Chimaeze
Adaobi Tessy. All former docu-
ments remain valid. General public
take note.

OKOYOMON: |, formerly known as
Okoyomon Favour now wish to be
addressedas, Okon Favour. All
former documents remains valid .
General public take note.

OLUYEML: |, formerly known as
Ajani Raliat Ashake now wish tobe
addressed as Oluyemi Raliat
Ashake all former documents re-
main valid general public take note.

OMEONU: |, formerly known as
Omeonu Patricia now wish to be
addressed as Jeremiah Patricia Chi-
nonyerem. All former documents
remain valid..General public, take
note.

OMOFUMA: |, formerly known as
Omofuma Florence now wish to
be addressed as Mrs. Okhioigbe
Florence. All former documents re-
mains valid . General public take
note.

OSHIOKE: 1, formerly known as
Benedicta Momoh Oshioke now
wish to be addressed as Benedicta
Charity Momoh . All former docu-
ments remain valid. General public
take note.

OTOIBHILE: T formerly known as
Otoibhili Monday now wish to be
addressed as Otoibhili Monday
Akeus, All former documents re-
mains valid general public take
note.

OTU: Lformerly known as Faith
Utere now wish to be addressed as
Faith Ukeme Otu all former docu-
ments remain valid . General public
take note.

OYAWALE: |, formerly known as
Oluyemisi Anu Oyawale and Oy-
awale Oluyemisi now addressed as
ANU OLUYEMISI AWOYEMI. For-
mer documents remain valid. Pub-
lic take note.

RE-ARRANGEMENT OF NAME:
Formerly Adewoye, Akinjide Ayo-
deji now to be known as Akinjide,
Adebayo Ayodeji. D.0.B:
15/02/1967 as | haveiton my NIN.
Former documents remain valid.
Public take note,

SEUN: 1, formerly known as Fo-
laranmi Tolulope Seun now wish
to be addressed as Olubunmi-Ajayi
Tolulope Seun .All former docu-
ments remain valid general public
take note.

SAMSON: |, formerly known as
Samson Alice Ajenihun now wish to
be addressed as Akintunde Alice
Ajenihun.All former documents re-
main valid.General public take note.

TAIWO: I, formerly known as Miss.
Taiwo Sukurat Temitope now wish
to be known as Mrs. Jimoh Sukurat
Temitope. All former documents
remain valid. General public take
note.

UYAKONWU: [, formerly known as
Agatha Onyemaechi Uyakonwu,
Agatha ‘Echi Uyakonwu, Agatha
‘Echi Nmazua, Agatha Nmazua and
Agatha David-Nmazua, hereby de-
clare that I have changed my name
to Osenwe Agatha David. Hence-
forth, 1 shall be known and ad-
dressed as Osenwe Agatha David.
The General Public, NIMC, banks, fi-
nancial institutions and other rele-
vant authorities are hereby
requested to take note and update
their records accordingly.

UBI: I, formerly known as Ubi Ubi
Joy now wish to be addressed as
Ubi Ubi-Obiebi Joy. All former docu-
ments remain valid . General public
take note.

UGHANZE: [, formerly known as
Ughanze Stellaand Nwalieji Adaobi
Stella now wish to be addressed as
Madu Adaobi Stella. All former doc-
uments remain valid. Banks, public
take note.

UMEH: 1, formerly Umeh, Ko-
sisochukwu  Ifunanya  now
Amanambu Kosisochukwu [fu-
nanya. All former documents re-
main valid. Public note.

News Extra

Bandits Rendered Me, 100 Others Homeless-Omolehin

By Moyosore Salami
UNDER  of  Word
Assembly Ministries, Ilorin,
Evangelist Isaac Omolehin,
has said heand more than100
vulnerable residents of his
camp in Kwara State have
remained homelesssinceban-
dit threats forced a midnight
evacuation of the facility in
May 2026.
Omolehinsaid the camp was
deserted after policearrived at
about midnight on May 30

into May31and ordered every-
one to evacuate following
information that kidnappers
wereon theirway toattack the
facility. He said the police
warned them to flee immedi-
ately, while the camp
remained deserted after the
evacuation.

Although he was away when
the evacuation took place,
Omolehin said the bandits
eventuallyarrived atthe camp
but met no one.

He said he had since gone into
hiding and could no longer
return to his home or move
freely in public, adding that
he had been forced to move
from one location to another
with his wife and children.

“I have a house I can’t enter.
have a carIcan’tride.I have to
hide myself from the public. If
I sleep here today, I'll sleep
somewhere else tomorrow.
I'm homeless with my wife
and children,” he said.

Ondo Commissioner To Flag Off CHS Golden Jubilee Anniversary

By SuliyatTella

NDO State
Commissioner for
Education Prof. Igbekele

Ajibefun will on Monday flag
off activities marking the
Golden Jubilee of
Comprehensive High School,
[lutitunOsoro,Ondo State. The
commissioner will also com-
mission two multi-million
naira projects in the school
established in 1976 by the
Morubodo Community.

The two projects,abefittingand
modern gate with rest room
and reception facilities for visi-
tors and a well-equipped block
ofresidentialbuildingpurpose-
ly built to accommodate
National Youths Service mem-
bers posted to the school, were
built by the school's Old
Students’ Association.

The National President of CHS
0ld Students’ Association, High
Chief Adewale Segun Netufo in
a statement said: “The facilities

are part of mega projects con-
ceived and being executed by
CHSOSA torestore the old glo-
ry of the school as well as
ensuring thatit has up-to-date
facilities germane to a requi-
site environment conducive
for teaching and learning in
compliant with the School’s
Motto: “Only The Best is Good
For CHS”

ApartfromAjibefun,otherdig-
nitaries expected to grace the
week-long anniversary were
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Advocates Of Natural Grass Are Doing Nigerian Football A Disservice, Says Egbe

By Gowon Akpodonor
E Chief Executive Officer of
Monimechelle Sports Facility

Construction Ltd, Ebi Egbe, says anyone advo-
cating for 100 percent natural grass in Nigeria
stadium is doing the nation’s football a dis-
service. “Not because natural grass is bad.
Natural grass is beautiful, it is excellent, when
properly constructed and professionally
maintained, natural grass can produce world
class football. But there is the uncomfortable
question nobody wants to answer,” Egbe said
in a message to The Guardian on Friday.

He asked: “Who will maintain it. What is the
maintenance budget? Where are the quali-
fied groundsmen? Where are the pitch main-

tenance machines? Where is the irrigation
programme? Where is the drainage man-
agement? Where is the recovery period
between matches? Who is testing the
pitch? And most importantly, what hap-
pens six months after the commissioning
ceremony?”

According to him, Nigerian football has
developed a dangerous habit. “We build a
beautiful natural grass pitch, unveil it,
politicians take photographs, officials walk
across it and the media celebrates it. Then
the maintenance culture disappears. And
months later, everybody begins asking
what happened to the pitch? I have spent
decades around football pitches, and I can
say that a football pitch is not a painting.

Eghe

You cannot commission it once and
admire it forever.”

Egbe continues: “A pitch is a living sport-
ing infrastructure. It needs money. It needs
science. It needs equipment. It needs qual-
ified people. It needs discipline. And it
needs continuous maintenance.

“A pitch can look magnificent in photo-
graphs and still fails the real tests of foot-
ball surface hardness, traction, ball behav-
iour, uniformity, shock absorption, stabili-
ty, drainage and overall playability. So why
are we still arguing about whether a pitch
is100 percent natural or synthetic as if the
percentage alone determines quality?
That is the wrong conversation,” Egbe stat-
ed.

According to him, Monimichelle NET-
PROJPRT systems are high performance
hybrid synthetic football turf system engi-
neered to deliver the playing characteris-
tics associated with a properly constructed
elite natural grass pitch while providing
the durability, consistency and all weather
reliability of an advanced synthetic sys-
tem.

“Unlike conventional artificial turf,
Monimichelle NETPRO/PRT systems are
designed around the principle that the
football pitch is a performance surface not
just a green carpet. The system focuses on
key football requirements including play-
er to surface interaction, traction, stability,
shock absorption and reduced injury risk.
Others are ball behavior which is consis-
tent ball roll, rebound and pace. In term of
durability; it has ability to withstand inten-
sive usage, weather challenges and com-
munity to professional demands. And in
the area of drainage performance, it is easy

Business

maintaining playability during heavy rainfall
when properly engineered with the correct
sub base and drainage system,” Egbe added.

He further explained that conventional
Monimichelle NETPRO/PRT Turf are designed
mainly for durability and frequent use to
reproduce elite football playing characteris-
tics. “Monimichelle’s engineered surface
approach and natural infill technology are dif-
ferent from natural grass engineered to repli-
cate the response of quality natural grass,
where maintenance is difficult. Why hybrid
synthetic technology?

“FIFA recognises that football surfaces can
include natural grass, hybrid systems and syn-
thetic football turf, with each option having
different performance and maintenance con-
siderations. Synthetic football turf systems
that meet FIFA standards undergo laboratory
and field testing covering areas such as player
interaction, ball interaction, durability and
safety.

“The Monimichelle PRT system at Remo Stars
Stadium achieved FIFA Quality certification
after testing of the installed pitch, including
performance characteristics such as ball roll,
rebound, durability and player-surface interac-
tion. Monimichelle NETPRO | PRT hybrid syn-
thetic turf system is the future of African elite
football pitches because it represents a shift
from simply building football fields to engi-
neering football performance environments.
Football needs a playable pitch not merely a
beautiful story and content pictures about it.

“When you watch the Super Eagles play at
home, you will be complaing about their slow
pace and poor ball control. The problem is
not the players but the pitch. The grass at Uyo
stadium in which they plan now is 15 years
old.”

Echono-led TETFund Facilitates Industrial Harmony In Higher Institutions

NDUSTRIAI actions in Nigeria’s public tertiary

institutions have profound and multifaceted
effects on the educational system, students, facul-
ty and the overall socio-economic landscape.
These disruptions often stem from disputes over
issues such as inadequate funding, poor working
conditions and disagreements on policy imple-
mentation. The consequences of these industrial
actions are far-reaching and impact the various
aspects of the educational sector.

One of the primary repercussions of strikes by
academic and non-academic staff is the disrup-
tion of academic calendars, as they lead to the
postponement or cancellation of classes, exami-
nations and other academic activities. This insta-
bility affects students’ academic progress, result-
ing in extended graduation timelines and delays
in the entry of qualified graduates into the work-
force. The educational quality may also suffer as
interruptions hinder the smooth flow of curricu-
lum delivery and impede the completion of syl-
labi.

Furthermore, industrial actions contribute to
the deterioration of the relationship between stu-
dents and faculty. Students may become frustrat-
ed and disillusioned due to the uncertainty sur-
rounding their education. The trust and respect
for educators erode, leading to a decline in the
overall learning experience. This strained rela-
tionship negatively impacts the development of
critical thinking skills, which are essential for pro-
ducing well-rounded and competent graduates.

Financial implications are another significant
aspect. Students and their families invest consid-
erable resources in education, including tuition
fees,accommodation and other related expenses.
When strikes occur, the value of this investment
diminishes as educational services are disrupted.

Additionally, while the development causes loss
of reputation and credibility, as potential stu-
dents and donors may be deterred by the instabil-
ity and uncertainty caused by the strike, the repu-

tation of Nigerian tertiary institutions suf-
fer, leading to a decline in enrollment and
potential financial challenges for the insti-
tutions themselves.

Also, the brain drain phenomenon exacer-
bates the consequences of industrial
actionsin higher institutions. Talented and
experienced educators may seek employ-
ment opportunities abroad due to the
instability in the Nigerian education sys-
tem. This loss of skilled professionals con-
tributes to a decline in the overall quality
of education, as institutions struggle to
maintain a competent and motivated aca-
demic staff.

Socially, the impact is felt across commu-
nities and the nation as a whole. The educa-
tion sector plays a pivotal role in national
development, and disruptions caused by
industrial actions impede progress. The
lack of skilled graduates entering the
workforce hampers economic growth,
innovation, and the development of a
knowledgeable citizenry capable of
addressing societal challenges.

In the same vein, the negative effects
extend to research and innovation.
Continuous disruptions impede research
projects, collaborations, and the ability of
institutions to contribute meaningfully to
advancements in various fields. This, in
turn, affects the global competitiveness of
Nigerian tertiary institutions and under-
mines their potential to be recognized as
hubs of knowledge and innovation.

Industry experts believed that addressing
the root causes of these disputes, such as
inadequate funding and poor working
conditions, is crucial to fostering a stable
and productive educational environment.
According to them, only through sus-
tained efforts to resolve these issues can

Nigerian tertiary institutions fulfill their
role in shaping the future of the nation and
contributing to global knowledge and
innovation.

Since assumption of office, President Bola
Ahmed Tinubu’s administration has taken
significant strides towards ensuring indus-
trial harmony in public tertiary institutions
in line with its Renewed Hope Agenda. At
the heart of this is the Executive Secretary,
Tertiary Education Trust Fund (TETFund),
Arch Sunny Echono.

In his determination to reposition public
tertiary institutions and ensure industrial
harmony in the Ivory Towers, the _
Executive Secretary occasionally ;?5.'-';: /

. 7
meet with members and lead- & j
ership of various unions of /4"
TETFund beneficiary institu- /.
tions. For significant interac- ||
tions.

serves for proactive engage-
ment against the back- |
drop of the prevailing
challenges in public
schools with a view to sus-
taining the steadyg®
growth and develop- &
ment of the tertiary edu-
cation sub-sector.
Echono was of the firm
belief that a key success
factor remains a consis-
tent engagement and
brainstorming on how best
to improve the sub-sector.
Aside providing
enabling environ-
ment for o

Echono

ipants to understand some of the challenges and
difficulties in the delivery of quality education in
the nation’s institutions, the meeting equally
serves as a platform to discuss towards mitigat-
ing incidences of industrial disputes in the terti-
ary education sector as well as look at ways to pre-
vent and avoid their occurrences.

Furthermore, it affords the opportunity to build
and solidify cooperation and collaboration
between the Fund, its beneficiary institutions and
the unions on matters that affect the growth and
development of tertiary education in the country.
Itis a common knowledge that the primary man-
date of the Fund is to rehabilitate, restore and

consolidate tertiary education in the country
using funding alongside project manage-
ment, and Arc. Echono has been com-
. mitted to this goal since assump-
. . tion of office.

. '% Addressing participants in
one of such for a, Echono
said: “Education occupies
4~ animportant place in the

~ scheme of things not only
| in Nigeria but globally.
¢ Specifically, nations have
- relied on the tertiary edu-
% cation sub-sector for the
development of the criti-
cal manpower needed in
all sectors, for develop-
ment and industrializa-
tion.

“The world is currently faced
with several consequential
challenges that include
. among others climate

- change and popu-
_’ﬁ\ . lation explo-

- sion.
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AFCON 2027 Race

Super Eagles Survive Madagascar's Scare In Uyo

By Gowon Akpodonor

SUPER Eagles began their 2027 AFCON qual-
ifiers on Friday with a slim 2-1 victory over
visiting Madagascar at the Godswill Akpabio
Stadium in Uyo. Nigeria came from a goal
down to secure the victory.

George Ilenikhena and Moses Usor goals can-
celled out Madagascar first half strike to ignite
awin for Nigeria.

Ehsan Kari put Madagascar ahead in the 16th
minute with a free header which followed a
3uick corner kick setup. The goal erected a

amning silence at the stadium.

Madagascar had series of chances to double
theilr lead in the game after their 16th minute

oal.

8 Midfielder, Alex Iwobi set up debutant,
llenikhena with a defense splitting pass who
finished off the move with a left footed strike
that gave Nigeria the equalizer on the stroke
of halftime.

On the return from the break, Madagascar
winger, El Hadary Raheriniaina threw away the
best chance of the game from a one on one sit-
uation against Nigeria’s goalkeper, Stanley

half provided the much needed energy for the
Nigeria while they search for the winner on
home soil.

Tricky winger, Usor raced through from the

{fF
i

halfwayline as he dribbled his way to send a
low eff)cl)rt which gave the Super Eagles the
lead in the 65th minute. It was also his maid-
en goal in the national team.

Nwabali.

The introduction of Usor, Moses Simon, Tai-
wo Awoniyi and Tolu Arokodare in the second

The Super Eagles celebrate victory

Adeleke: To Repair Warri Stadium Pitch After Any Social Event Will Cost Nizmillion

By Gowon Akpodonor

preserve the newly installed
pitch of Warri City Stadium,
the Managing Director of Pecu-
liar Ultimate Concerns Ltd, Lanre
Adeleke, has advised govern-
ment and people of Delta State
not to use the playing turf for any
social event outside football.
“One thing is for the govern-
ment to spend huge amount of
money to construct this beauti-
ful pitch, butanother thing is for
those incharge of the stadium to
maintain it. It will require the
sum of N12million to bring the
pitch of Warri City Stadium back
tostandard if itis used for any so-
cial event outside football,”

Adeleke told The Guardian during &

an inspection tour of the stadi-
um.

For years, past Governors in
Delta State have been looking
for a solution to the pitch of
Warri City Stadium, which is
usually flooded once it rains.
The flood issue denied the City of
Warri the opportunity of hosting
the 2009 FIFA U17 World Cup.
To arrest the situation, Governor

THE 2026 edition of Herizon Cup
will hold between November 6
and 7 at the Bariga Stadium CMS,
Lagos, the tournament organis-
ers, Herizon Sports Initiative (HSI),
has said.

The tournament, according to the
body, is positioned within HSI's
broader commitment to develop
female football in Nigeria, create ac-
cess and pathways for girls, and
strengthen grassroots football de-
velopment.

According to the body, the Heri-
zon Cup serves as far more than an
annual tournament.

The event is designed to identify,
develop, and showcase young fe-
male football talent, and also com-
bine competitive sports with struc-
tured mentorship and youth em-
powerment. This year’s tourna-
ment, according to the Founder of
Herizon Sports Initiative, Ibidiyoin
Aina, will bring together eight fe-
male football academies and over
200 players.

Over 1,500 spectators, sports ad-
ministrators, corporate leaders,
and scouts are expected to attend
the two action-day event.

Sheriff Oborevwori decided to
hand the renovation of the sta-
dium to Peculiar Ultimate Con-
cerns Ltd headed by Lanre
Adeleke, who engaged pitch ex-
perts, including those that fixed
playing pitches in Cote d’Ivoire.
Apart from opening four drainage
channels to take water out of the
stadium, Adeleke and his team of
engineers laid four differed layers

; Wl
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for the layin% pitch to sit on.

Now, the pitch of Warri Stadium
is ready to host the Super Eagles,
going by the declaration of two ex-
internationals, Segun Odegbami
and Mutiu Adepoju during the
tour.

However, Adeleke emphasised
the critical need for a sustainable
maintenance culture to preserve
the playing turf, saying that es-

;f&':é[f ; 5] .

Former.Green Eagles captain; -Seglln Odegﬁami (right) greets one of the expatriate

Engineers that delivered the Warri City Stadium pitch during a tour of the facilities

All Set For 2026 Herizon Cup

“As an NGO dedicated to female
football development, HSI has es-
tablished a recognised platform
dedicated to eX{Jand career op-
portunities, skills development,
and visibility for young women in
sports,” Aina said.

“Since the event was launched in
2024, HSIhas successfully doubled
participation inits flagship Herizon
Cup from four teams in 2024 to
eight teams in 2025, directly en-
%a%ing over 260 young female foot-

allers and reaching more than
600 key stakeholders, including
parents, coaches, sports profes-
sionals, and community leaders.

“HSI’s track record of impactful ini-
tiatives includes organizing the
inaugural Ibidoyin Aina Cup in
May 2024 and its second edition in
December 2025, as well as deliver-
ingatargeted leadership and men-
torship ro%ram for100 girls across
20 football academies in March
2026 in collaboration with the La-

os State Football Association

LSFA).”

Demonstrating its ongoing contri-
bution to female football develop-
ment, HSI also pioneered the Lagos
Queens Cup in July 2026, Nigeria’s
remier international women’s foot-
all scouting tournament hosted
in partnership with LSFA, AFEC, Naka-
mura, 36 Lion Investment, and the
Ayisat Yusuf Foundation, which
brought in international scouts from
Finland and Sweden to open global
pathways for emerging Nigerian
talent.
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Winners of the 2026 edition of Herizon Cup

tablishing a proper, long-term
maintenance system is essential
to keep the stadium’s playing
surfaces and infrastructure in
top shape.

He told The Guardian that the nat-
ural paspalum grass turf installed
at Warri City Stadium matches the
standard of playing surfaces any-
where else in the world.

“This pitch is ready for play. The
renovation is a robust four-level
drainage system engineered to
combat regional flooding and
¥viilterlogging during heavy rain-

a ‘))

But those saddled with the re-
sponsibility of keeping the stadi-
um must not allow the pitch to
hostany social event outside foot-
ball. It is not even all manners of
football that should be brought
here. For any social event, in-
cluding church programmes, po-
litical rallies and musical con-
certs to take place here, there are
certain things involved. First,
there is a special equipment that
must be rolled over the pitch to
prevent the grass from any form
of damage. It cost Ni2million to
do so.

“The Herizon Cup is more than just
afootball tournament. Itis a struc-
tured platform within our broader
commitment to develop female
football in Nigeria and create long-
term pathways for young girls,”
Aina added.

“Itis driven by our mission of Ac-
cess, Development, and Visibility,
and guided by our vision to Em-
%)ower, Lead, Inspire, and Trans-

orm. Our focus for this third edi-
tion is on deepening our impact,
strengthening grassroots struc-
tures,and expanding opportunities
for girls both on and olf)flzhe pitch.”
3 s
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The win gives the Super Eagles three point on
the log as they face Guinea Bissau in their sec-
ond game in Morocco on Tuesday, September
29.

ayl Backs 2026

beokuta 10Km Race

By Gowon Akpodonor

S ENATOR Solomon Olamilekan Adeola, poular-
ly known as YAYI, has thrown his weight be-
hind the 2026 Abeokuta 10KM Race, confirming
his intention to attend the fifth edition of the
road-running event scheduled for October 3.

Adeola, who represents Ogun West Senatorial
District in the National Assembly and is the All
Progressives Congress (APC) governorship can-
didate in Ogun State, gave the assurance during
a courtesy visit by the Managing Director of Ni-
layo Sports Management Limited (NSML), Mrs
Yetunde Olopade.

The visit was part of the formal invitation to the
senator to attend the race, which is being held
in his honourin recognition of his contributions
toyouth and sports development in Ogun State.
Adeola commended Olopade for taking over the
leadership of Nilayo Sports Management Limited
and expressed his delightat the progress record-
ed by the organisation under her stewardship.

“Let me start by thanking you for taking up the
mantle of leadership of t%le company. I was tru-
ly delighted when I learnt that you are the one
in charge,” Adeola said.

The senator also appreciated the decision to ho-
nour him through the Abeokuta 10KM Race,
pledging to make every effort to be present de-
spite his official engagements.

‘As for the race, Iwant to sincerely thank you for
organising itin my honour. You have honoured
me, and [ appreciate the gesture with every
sense of responsibility.”

Nigeria Impresses ANOCA
Ahead African School Games

NIGER]A’S preparations to host the 2nd African
School Games, Abuja 2027, received a major
boost at the Extraordinary Session of the Asso-
ciation of National Olkrmpic Committees of
Africa (ANOCA) General Assembly, held at the
Hilton Hotel, Nagoya, Japan.

The Assembly brought together ANOCA leader-
ship, representatives of African National Olympic
Committees, invited guests and key stakehold-
ers from across the Olympic Movement, in-
cluding the leadership of the Caribbean Asso-
ciation of National Olympic Committees
(CANOC) and the Oceania National Olympic
Committees (ONOC).

Nigeria was given the ll)latform to provide an up-

date on Abuja 2027 following the award of the
hosting rights to the Federal Republic of Nigeria.
The presentation was delivered by the Chairman
of tlll)e Local Organising Committee (LOC), Mr.
Lekan Abari, following an introduction by the
President of the Nigeria Olympic Committee,
Habu Gumel.
Presenting Abuja 2027, Mr. Abari situated the proj-
ectwithin the mandate given by President Bola
Ahmed Tinubu to secure the hosting rights and
ensure the successful delivery of the Games.

Saturday’s UEFA Nations League

Group1

Slovenia Vs Scotland 14:00

San Marino Vs Finland 17:00
North Macedonia Vs Switzerland 19:45
Albania Vs Belarus 19:45

Group 3

Faroe Islands Vs Kazakhstan 17:00
Czech Republic Vs Croatia 19:45
England Vs Spain 19:45

Slovakia Vs Moldova 19:45

Group 4

Bulgaria Vs Luxembourg 17:00
Iceland Vs Estonia 17:00

Saturday’s CAF Africa Cup of Nations Qualifiers
GroupD

Kenya Vs Eritrea 14:00

South Africa Vs Guinea 14:00

Saturday’s Nigerian Premier League

Sporting Lagos Vs Barau 16:00
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#2027: Tinubu, Wike And Danger Of Assumptions

‘The Absentee President And The Loud Minister’

’I‘HERE are two images that define Nigeria as the
world gathered at the 80th United Nations
General Assembly in New York in September 2026.
Image One: President Emmanuel Macron of France-
the host of President Bola Ahmed Tinubu in Paris -
leaves Paris, flies to New York, takes the podium, and
speaks for France. Image Two: President BolaAhmed
Tinubu stays back in France on vacation, again. For
the third year since 2024, Nigeria’s President is not at
UNGA22026. He has not been at the world’s biggest
diplomatic table after his first year in 2023.

He sends his Vice President, Kashim Shettima, for
the third time. The Vice President stood in for the
President on Thursday September 24, 2026 in New
York. This is not a small matter. It is a dangerous
assumption. The assumption that it doesn’t matter.
The UN Secretary General, Antonio Guterres, has just
reiterated that Africa must have a permanent seat at
the UN Security Council. Nigeria - the most populous
black nation on earth, the largest economy in Africa,
the leader of ECOWAS, a country that led the fight
against apartheid and peacekeeping in Liberia and
Sierra Leone-is deman&ng thatseat.

Buthowdoyoudemanda seatatthe bigtablewhen
youareabsent from the table for threeyears inarow?

Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine, under bombard-
ment, was in New York to address the world. The
President of Iran, Masoud Pezeshkian under sanc-
tions, was there. Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu facing wars at home and in Iran was
there. Prime Ministers of small island states threat-
ened by climate change disasters were there. Nigeria
ismissing.

And that road to New York 2026 will not forget this
curious absence. Diplomats have long memories.
Permanent membership is not given to absentee
landlords.

This absence isa metaphor for the whole dangerous
assumptions governing Nigeria today: That you can
govern withoutbeing present. Thatyou canwin elec-
tions without talking to the peotﬁ e properly. That
you can win an election and lose the country. And in
Abuja, that assumption has a loud, reckless mega-
phone: The Minister of the Federal Capital Territory,
Nyesom Wike. If President Tinubu’s danger is
absence, Wike’s danger is presence - too much, too
reckless, tooanti-democratic.And the President toler-
ates him.

This article is a subtle warning: Tinubu and Wike
must swallow their pride and vanityand talk directly
to the people. They must apologise where necessary.
They must deliver messages of hope, not dangerous
assumptions that they can win elections without
security and welfare of the people-the primary pur-
pose of government under Section 14(2)b) of our
Constitution. Otherwise, theymaywin an election in
2027and lose the country that did not vote for them.
‘The UNGAabsence:ASymptom ofabigger disease’
’IHE UN General Assembly is not tourism. It is

where you state your diplomatic l[)m'on'ties. In
2025, Nigeria wanted to re-negotiate debt, attract cli-
mate finance, and push for Security Council reform.
The President was in Europe. In 2026, with food infla-
tion at over 37%, energy tariffs crippling small busi-
nesses, and insecurity in Benue, Plateau, Borno, and

Zamfara, we needed to be at UNGA to make a case for
investment, humanitarian support, and global soli-
darity. Again, the President was away in Europe.
What message does this send? It tells forei
investors: Nigeria is not serious. It tells Nigerians: 'l%l;
President does not feel your pain at this perilous
time.

Ittellsthe UN: Nigeria does not care about multilater-
alism.

Thisisdangerousassumption numberone:That
optics don’t matter. That leadership is not physi-
cal and moral presence.
You cannotbe in France when French President
isin New Yorkfighting for France. You diminish
Nigeria. Yes, the Vice President was there again.
The Vice President is competent. But sending the
VP three times in three years devalues the presi-
dency itself. The world knows that the President
is the one who makes final deals in the corridors
of UNGA - not the VP. Nigeria must be present to
be taken seriously. Absence is not strategy. It is
abdication.
‘WIKE - The Minister who thinks he is the
President’s “Man Friday’
Tinubu’s flaw is silence, Wike’s flaw is noise.
Wike, FCT Minister is an appointee of the
President. He acts like a co-President, a Prime
Minister,a party chairman of all parties.In thelast
60 days alone, Wike has committed three reck
less anti-democratic statements that any
President serious about democracy would have
rebuked:
‘Reckless statementone: The confession 0f2023
sabotage’. The other day, Wike incredibly
exposed howheand his G5 governors sabotaged
Atiku Abubakar of the PDPin 2023 to pave way for
Tinubu. Whether you like Atiku or not, this is an
incredible selfindictment. You are a PDP chief
tain who worked against your own party’s presi-
dential candidate and you are boasting about it
on national television? What is the moral lesson
for young politicians? That treachery is a virtue?
Thatanti activityisnow state policy? And so
far, President Tinubu has said nothing. Silence
means endorsement.
Reckless statement two: ‘Should have given me
Osun towin atall cost’
EAPFRLIER, Wike told the nation that if the
esident had wanted to win Osun State, he
should have given him the job towin “atall cost.”
Atall cost? What does that mean? In a democra-
cy,“atall cost”isnota phrase.Inademocracy,you
win by persuasion, by performance, by mani-
festos. “At all cost” belongs to military garrisons,
not to ballot boxes.
Osun state people heard that. They are proud
people. You are telling them youwould have cap-
tured them at all cost? That is an insult to their
democratic intelligence. That is a reproach to
Nigerians who employed Wike’s principal.
Reckless statement three: ‘Blocking Fubara’s
second term’
r I "HE same Wike boasted he influenced a party
he doesn’t belong to - the APC - to prevent
Governor Siminalayi Fubara of Rivers State from
havinga second term. Thinkabout it Amanwho
saysheis PDPis decidingwho getsticketin APCin
Rivers state. Where is party ideology? Where is
internal democracy? This is godfatherism taken
toanew, brazen level.
Reckless statement four: ‘Calling 30+ APC
Governors lazy'. Wike has been calling all APC
governors-more than thirty of them-lazy.
These are elected governors of the ruling party.
You are an appointee calling elected men lazy?
On what record? What have you built in FCT that
is more than what all the 30 + governors have
achieved? This is dangerous. You are alienating

Tinubu

thevery governors whose structures Tinubu needs
to win 2027. Wike wants the ruling APC to take
orders from him as leader of a ‘rainbow coalition’
just to woo opposition to support Tinubu? A man
who has no structure outside Rivers and Abuja
wants to be commander of APC governors? This is
vanity. This is pride. This is anti-democratic. And
again, that presidential tolerance has created a cul-
ture of impunity.

‘Security and welfare’: Today, what is the security
and welfare situation?

Food inflation is a national emergency: A bag of
rice that was N35, 000 in May 2023 is now NI10,
000. Beans is beyond the reach of civil servants. A
crate of eggs is N7, 500. The President’s own policy
of fuel subsidy removal without cushioning has
driven food transport cost 400% up. People are
hungry. Not because they are lazy. Because policy
has made them hungy.

‘Energy poverty Band A tariff is now N225 per
kWh. Diesel is N2000 per litre. Small welders, bar-
bers, cold-room owners have shut down. How do
you create jobs when energy kills business?
Insecurity: Benue is still blee(%’lg. Plateau is still
hurting.Zamfara hasbecomeadangerzone. Niger
state is burning. Kwara state is still smarting. The
North West is ungoverned in places. Farmers can-
not go to farms in the food basket. North East has
become a bad ulcer that defies medications
applied to it. The entire South too has become
uneasy. This is the state of the nation. But what are
Tinubu and Wike talking about? 2027 permuta-
tions. Who will sabotage who. Who will win Osun
atall cost. Who will stop Fubara.

This is dangerous assumption number two:
’I‘HAT Nigerians will vote for you even when they

are hungry, in darkness, and insecure, just
because you have a coalition of governors and ex-
governors? History says otherwise. Goodluck
Jonathan had governors in 2015 and lost.
Incumbency without performance is an illusion.
‘Winning election and losing the country - The
real danger’. Winning the election and losing the
country happened in Kenya in 2007. It happened
in Liberia. It means you use state capture to win
votes, but the people you are supposed to govern
no longer believe in you. So you rule over a territo-
}}y, nota nation. Tinubu and Wike are on that road
if they continue like this.
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Wike
The legitimacy deficit: If you win because Wike
delivered Rivers at all cost, and because 30 gover-
nors were forced to align, but 80 million Nigerians
who are hungry did not vote for you, you will have
legal a{)ower but no moral authority. And without
moral authority, you cannot implement painful
reforms without consequences.
The youth factor: 70% of Nigeria is under 35. They
don't care about G5. They care about data, food,
li%ht, jobs. They are not in APC or PDP. They are on
TikTok, Instagram, X. They will not be wooed by
Wike’s boisterous press conferences. They need
hope. You are giving them threats.
The Wike lia%ility: Wike once portrayed as “an
untouchable genius” here, is becoming a liability,
notanasset. Every time he insults governors, he cre-
ates enemies for Tinubu. Every time he brags about
sabotage, he tells Nigerians that Tinubu’s 2023 victo-
3 was not based on ideas but on sabotage. Is that
e story you want to go to 2027 with? A President
must know when to call his minister to order.
Tinubu’s refusal to do so emboldens impunity.
‘What they mustdonow-Swallow prideand van-
ity,apologise, talk to the people’. Thisisnot toolate.
Nigeria forgives. But leaders must be humble.
President Tinubu must return and be seen:
End theendless foreign vacations. Be in Nigeria. Visit
Benue IDP camps. Visit markets. The optics of a
President who feels the pain matters. He should
have been at UNGA. He must be at the next AU,
ECOWAS, and UN. Absence must end.
Call Wike to order publicly: Wike must be told that
Ministers don’t threaten states with “win atall cost.”
Ministers don’t decide who gets second term in
i{ivers. Ministers don't call 30 + elected governors
azy.
Refﬁlace dangerous assumptions with messages
of hope: Stop talking about 2027 as if it is a war to be
won at all cost. Start talking about 20252026 as
years to deliver food, electricity, security. Tell
Nigerians: Howwill food inflation come down from
40%to15%in12months? Howwillyou make electric-
ity affordable again for artisans? How will you stop
kidnapping in schools? Thatiswhat Section 14(2)(b)
demands. The danger of their assumptions is this:
They assume power is permanent 1tp you capture
structures. But power is ephemeral if you lose peo-
ple. You can win Rivers at all cost and lose Nigeria.
You can sabotage Atiku and lose the trust of honest
politicians. You can call governors lazy and find no
governor to stand with you when the real storm
comes. Historyis full of men whowon electionsand
lost countries. We do not want Tinubu to join that
list. He has the chance to be a great reformer. But
reform requires humility, presence, and empathy -
notabsence in France and noisy impunity in Abuja.

/’

beyond that, to the unity and sovereignty of Africa.
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